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No. 53

Diftridt qf ;‘%m/y/ymié; Zo wit.

BE IT REMEMBERED,. That on’ thiejtwénfy-third
¢ ‘4D day of January, in the eighteenth year of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America, Abfalom Jones
and Richard Allen, both of the faid Diftri&, have depofited
in this office, the title of a book, the right whereof they
claim as authors and proprietors, in the words followin
to wit : ¢ 4 Narrative (;[P the Proceedings f{ the Black People,
during the late awful Calamity -in- Phiadefphia,-in the yoar
1793 : and a Refutation B?f fome Cenfures thrown upon them ins_
Jome late Publications. By A.F.& R.A.”” Inconformity te
the a& of the Congrefs of the United States, intitled, «An
A& for the encouragement of learning, by fecuring'the co-
‘pies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprie-
tors of fuch copies, during the times therein mentioned.”

o Samuel Caldwell,

Glerk of the Diffritt of Pennfyloania.
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IN: cénfeqﬁle;ﬁ:e”of'a pﬁrtiél reprefentatign of the
conduc of the people who.were employed - to nurfe
the fick, in .the late calamitous ftate of the city of
Philadelphia, -we are folicited, by a number of thofe
who feel themfelves injured thereby, and by the ad-
vice of feveral refpectable citizens, to ftep forward and
declare fadts as they really were ; feeing that from our

fituation; on account of the charge we took upon us,
we had it more fully and generally in our power, to.
know and obferve the conduct and behavior of thofé thae

were fo employed. , : .
Early in September," a. folicitation appeared in the
public papers; to the people of colour to come forward

and affift the diftrefled, perifhing, and negleéted fick ;.

with- a kind of affurance, that people of our colour
were not liable to take the infection. Upon which we
and a few others met and confulted how to a& on fo
. truly alarming and melancholy an occafion.  After

fome converfation,, we found a freedom to go forth,
- confiding in him who can preferve in the midft of a

burning fiery. furnace, fenfible that it was our duty to

do all the good we could to ourgfuffgrin‘g fellow. mor:
talss We fet out.to-fee where we could. be ufeful:
The firft we vifited was a man in Emfley’s alley, who
was dying, and his wife lay dead at the tinfe in the

houfe, there were noue to affift but two poor helplefs -

children. We adminiftered what relief we could, and
~ applied to the overfeers of the poor to have the woman
buried.. We. vifited upwards of twenty families that

' T Ag ,



4 A NARRATIVE, &c. 7
day—they were fcenes of ‘woe indeed* The Lord
was pleafed to ftrengthen us, and remove all fear from
us, and difpofed our hearts to be as ufefal as poflibke.
In-order:the bettér 0 régulate ur condud, we cal-
led on the mayor next day, to confult with him how to:

proceed, fo as to be moft ufeful, The firft obje& he .

recommended was a ftriGattention to the fick, and the
procuring of nurfes. This was attended to by Abf3-
lom Jones ‘and William Gray; aid, in-orde that the
diftrefled might know where to apply,; the mayor ad~
vertifed the public that upen application.to them.they
would be fupplied. Soon after, the mortality increafs
ing,. the difficulty of getting a corpfe taken away, was
fuch, that few were willing to do it,..when offered:
greatrewards. The black people were locked to.. We
then offered our fervices.in the public papers, by ad+
vertifing that we would remave the dead and procure
‘nurfes. Qur fervices were .the production of real femd
* fibility ;—we fought not fee nor reward, unil the.in+
ereafe of the diforder rendered.our labour fo arduous
that we were not adequite to the fervice we-had afluim<

ed. The mortality increafing rapidly,:.obliged us to
eall in the affiftance of five* hired men, in the awful

difcharge of interring the déad. They, with great
reluctance, were prevailed upon ta join us. . It was
very uncommon, at this time, to find any one- thut

would go near, much more, handle, a fick.or déad

perfon. ) - N

Mr. Carey, in’ page 106 of his third editien,:has
obferved, that, ¢ for the honor of human mature, it
ought tobe recorded, that fome. of the convi&s in.the
gaol, a part of the term-of whofe confinemefit bad
been remitted as a reward for their peaceable, orderly
behavior, voluntarily offered themfelves .as nurfes to
attend the fick at Bufh-hill; and have, i that capaci-
1y, conducted themfelves with great fidelity, &c.. Here

. * Two of whom weré Richard Aller’s brothiers.t -+ *
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" it:ought to be remarked, (although Mr. Carey hath
- not done it) that two thirds of the perfons, who ren-
. dered thefe eflential fervices, were people of colour,
who, on the application of the elders of the African
. ehairch, (who met to confider what they could do for
.-the help of the fick) were liberated, on condition -of
< their doing the duty of. nurfes at the hofpital at Bufh-
hill; which they as voluntarily accepted to do, as they.
- did faithfully difcharge, this fevere and difagreeable
duty.—May the Lord reward-them, both temporally
and fpiritually. . ' .
When the ficknefs became general, and feveral of
the phyficians died, and moft of the {furvivers were ex-
- haufted by ficknefs or fatigue ; that good man, Doétor
‘Rufh, called us more immediately to attend upgn the
fick, knowing we could both. bleed; he told us we
- could increafe our utility, by attending to his inftruc-
tions, and accordingly directed-us where to procure -
medicine duly prepared,. with proper .diretions how
to adminifter them, and at what ftages of.the diforder -
to bleed ; and when we found .ourfelves ineapgble of
"judging what was proper to-be done, to apply to him,
*and he would, if able,” attend them himfelf, or fend
Edward Fiiher; his pupil, which he often did ; and Mr..
Fifher manifefted his hunmanity, by an affectionate at~
tention for their relief.—This has be¢n nofmall fatis-
fa&ion to us ; for, we think, that when.a phyfician
was not attainable, we have been the inftruments, in
.the hand of God, for faving the lives of fome hbindreds
‘of our {uffering fellow mortals, . . .
... We feel ourfelves fenfibly aggrieved by the cenfori-
ous epithets of many, who did not render the leaft af-
fiftance in the time of neceflity, yet are liberal of their-
ceafure of us, for the prices paid for our fervices, when
no one knew how to make a propofal to any one they
,wanted to aflift them. At firft we _made no charge, .
but left it to thofe we fexXed in removing their dead, .
' 3
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to give what they thought fit—we fet no price, until
- the reward was fixed by thofe we had ferved. After
paying the people we had toaffift us, our compeufation
ismuch lefs than many will believe.

* We do aflure the public, that a/l the money we have
. received, for burying, and for coffins which we our~
- felves purchafed and procured, has not defrayed the
- expence of wages which we had' to pay to thofe whom
we employed to affift us. The following ftatement is
accurately made : Coe
~ CASH RECEIVED.
" The whole amount of Cafh we received ’
for burying the dead, and forburying -~ = -

. beds, is, - = . s =~ f23310 4
.y " CASH PAID:
For coffins, for which we have ' .

received nothing - . £330 0
For the hire of five men, 3 of

them 70 days each, and the
.- other two, 63 days each, .

~at22/6perday, - - - 378 6 ©

. ———— 411 O O
Debts due us, for which we expect
: but little, - [-I110 6 o
- From this ftatement, for the truth of -
which we folemnly vouch, it is evi-
dent, and we fenfibly feel the opera-
© tion of the fadt, that we arée out of © = .
- pocket, - se- - - fa77 98

- Befides the cofts of hearfes, the maintenance of our
families for 70 days, (being the period of ouf labours)
and the fupport of the five hired men, during ‘the re-
{pedive times of their being employed ; which expen-
ces, together with fundry gifts we occafionally made to
p oor families, might reafonably and properly be intro-
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" duced; to Thew our adual fituation with regard to pro-
.. fit—but it is enough to exhibit te the public, from the
- above {pecified-items, of Cafb paid and Cafb received,
* without taking into view the other expences, that, by
::the' employment - we weré ‘engaged in, we have loft
. f~¥77 9 8 Buy; if the other expences, which we
~haveactually paid, are added to that fum, how much
“then may we not fay we have fuffered ! Weleave the

" ¢public to judge. -
© It-may poﬁib}y appear firange to fome who know

how conftanily we were employed, that we fhould
‘have received no more Cath than £.233 10 4. But
-we repeat our affurance, that this is the fa&, and we
‘add another, which will ferve the better to explain it ::

' "We have buried feverab hundreds of poor perfons and. |

ftrangers, for which fervice we have never received,,
nor never afked any compenfation. ,
We feel ourfelves hurt moft by a partial, cenforious.
* ‘paragraph, in Mr. Carey’s fecond edition, ef his ac--
* count of 'the ficknefs, &c. im Philadelphia ; pages 76
and 77, wheére he afperfes the blacks alene, for %aving,
takén the advantage of ‘the diftrefled fituation of the
- people. ' That fome extravagant prices were paid, we
adniit; but hew ¢ame they to be demanded?. the rea-
fon is plain. It was with difficulty perfons could be
had ‘to fupply” the wants of ‘the fick, asnurfes;—ap- .
plications became more and more numerous, the confe-
quence was, when we procured them at fix dollars per
week,- and called upon them to go where they were .
: warnted, we found they were gone elfewhere ; here
was a"difappointment ; upen enquiring the caufe, we
found, - they had been allured away by others who of-
fered greater wages, until they got from two te four
dollars  per.day. We had no reftraint upan the peo-
ple. It was natural for people in low circumftarces
to dccept: 2 voluntary, bounteous reward; efpecially
under the loathfomriefs of many of the fick, when pa-
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ture fhuddered at the thoughts of the infetion, and
the tafk affigned was aggravated by lunacy, and being
lefe much alone with them. Had Mr. Carey been fo-
_ licited to fuch an undertaking, for hire, Query, * what
would 4e have demanded ! but Mr. - Carey, although
cholen a member of that.band of worthies who have.
{o eminently diftinguifhed themfelves by their labeurs,
for the relief of the fick and helplefs—yet, quickly after
his eledtion, left them toftruggle with their arduous
and hazardeus talk, by leaving the city. ’Tis true
Mr. Carey was no hireling, and had a right o flee, -
and upon his return, to plead the caufe of; thofe
who fled ; yet, we think, he was.wrong in
giving fo partial and injurious. an -account of ‘the
- black . nurfes; if they have taken advantage. of
" the public diftrefs? Is it any-more thanhe hath done
of its defire for information. = We believe he has.
made more¢ money by the fale of his ¢ feraps” shan a
.dozen of the greateft extortioners among, the black
nurfes. The great prices paid did not efeape ;the ob-
fervation of that worthy and vigilant magiftrate, Ma-
- thew Clarkfon, mayor of the city, and prefident of
. the committee—he {ent for us, and requefted we would ‘
ufe our influence,to leflen the wages of the nurfes, but .
on informing him the caufe, i. e. that of the people overa
bidding one another, it was cencluded unneceflary. to-
attempt any thing en that head ; therefore it. was left -
. to-the people concerned. . That there were fome few, - {
sblack people guilty of plundering - the diftrefled, we i
acknowledge ; but in that they only are pginted qut, ’
and made mention, of, we efteem partial and injyrious. 3
.we-know as many whites who were guilty of it; but
this is looked over, while the blacks are held up to cen-. )
~ fure.~—1Is it a greater crime for a'hlack to pilfer, than
for a white to privateer? - . . .
We wifh not to offend, but when anuaprovoked at-.
tempt is made, to make usblacker than we avg, it bey
comes lefs neceflary to be over cautious on that ac-

————e e~ e s
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- pount; ﬂwrefo:ewe fhall take the Liberty. to tell of the
wngiu& of fome of the whl.tes.

We know fix pounds was demanded by, and_ paid,
%0 a'white woman, for putting a corpfe into a coffin ;
and forty-dollars was demanded, and paid, to four
wh;;c men, for brmgmg it down the fairs.

... Mr, and "Mrs. Taylor both died in .ene mght
white woman had the care of them ; after they werc
dead fhe called on Jacob Servofs, efq. for her Pays
demandmg fix pounds for laying them out; upon fee-
ing 3 bundle with her, he fufpeted the had pilfered.;

_on fearching her, Mr. Taylor's buckles were found

in her pocket, with other things.

. Anelderly lady, Mrs. Malony, was given into the
care of a white woman, fhe died, we were called to
remove the corpfe, when we came the weoman was lay-
ing fo drunk that fhe did not know what we weredo-
ing, but we know fhe had one of Mrs. Malony’s rings.
 Mr. Carey tells us, Buth-hill exhibited as wretched
a piture of humanmifery, asever exifted. A profli- -
gate abandoned fet of nurfes aud attendants (bardly
any of good character could at that time be procured, )
rioted on the provifions and comforts, prepared for the
fick, who (unlefs at the hours when the do&ors attend~
-€d) were left almoft entirely de(htute of every affift-
ance.. The dying and dead. were mdlfcrumnatcly :
mmo'led together. The ordure and otherevacuations
of tbe fick, - were allowed to remain in the moft offen-
{ive ftate Imagmabler Not the fmalleft appearance of
order.or regularity exlﬁed Je was in fa& a great hua
man {laughter houfe, where numerous victims - ‘were
,xmmo]ated at the altar of intemperance. .

. It is unpleafant 1o point out the bad and unfeeling
-g:ondu& of any colour, yet the defence we have under-
staken obliges us to remark, that although ‘¢ hardly any
qf good charaGer at that time could be procured” yet
only,twq black women were at this time in the hofpix

[RSU R



Yo A NARRATIVE, & ;o
tal, and they. \Wwére retdined #nd the-others difcharg:.
ed, when it was reduced-to‘"ordep and good govern

T mcente. ’ .

~ Thebad confequences many of our colour apprehend

from a partial relation of our condud are, - thatit will
prejudice the minds of the peaple in general agaiddt u§.

* “—becaufe it'is impoffible titat one individual, cari have
knowledge of al], thereforé at-fome‘future day;, Wheh
fome of themoft virtuous, that weré upon moft praifé
‘worthy motives, induced to ferve the fick, may fallin:

" to the fervice of a family that are ftrangers to hif,-or |
her, and it is difcovered that it is oneof thofe ftigmatif- -
ed wretches, what may we fuppofe will be the coni-
Jequence? Ts it not reafonable to think the perfori will
'be'abhored, defpifed, and perhaps difmifled from-eme

- ployment, to their great difadvantage, would not this
‘be hard? and have we not therefore fufficient reafén
‘to feck for-redrefs?- We can with-certainty affure the
public that we hive feen more humanity, more real
fenfibility from the poor blacks, than from the pocr-
‘whites.. When many of the former, of-their ownact
cord’rendered fervices'where extreme teceflity’called
for it, the general partof the poor whitepeople were -

~To difmayed, that inftead of attempting tobe wfeful;
‘they in a maunner hid themf{elves——a remarkable in-
ftance of " this——A -poor aifidted dying man, ftood at.
-his chamber window,prayiny and befeeching évery one
‘that pafled by, to help him to a drink of water;-a pum- ..
ber of white people paded, andinftead of being moved
by the poor man’s diftrefs, -they hurried as:faft as they
‘could out of  the 'found of his-eries-until at length a
gentleman, ‘who feemed: to be @ foreignet came 'up,
he could not pafsby; buthad-not refolution enough te -
‘go into the houfe, he held eight dollars in his hand, and
offered it to feveral as a reward for giving the pdor.
man a drink of water, but was refuféed by every ene, .
-until a poor black mamr came up, thé gentlemanioffer -
‘ed the-eight dollars to-him, if*he would :relieve: the
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‘poorthan with alittle water; ¢ Mafter”. replied ;tl;e :

‘good natured fellow, “I will fupply the gentleman
with ‘water, but furely I will not take your money for-

it” nor could he be prevailed upon, to accept his boun. -

1y : he went in, :fupplied the poor obje&t with water,.
and rendered him every fervice he could. . .
< A:poor black man; named Sampfon, wentconftantly,
from houfe to houfe where.diftrefs was, -and na_affift=
ance without fee.or reward ; he was fmote with the
diforder, and died, aftér his death his family were
neglected by thofe he had ferved... o,

arah Bafs, a poor black widow, gave all the affift-

ance fhe: could,.:in feveral famiilies; for' which the did

not receive any thing ; and when any thing was offer-

."ed her, \fhe left it to the option of thofe fhe ferved. -
.. A:woman of our colour, nurfed Richard Mafon and
fon, when they died, Richard’s widow confidering
the rilk the poor woman had.ryn, and from obfervin
the fears that fometimes refted on her mind, - expe&eﬁ
the would have demanded fomething confiderable, bug
upon afking what the demanded, het, reply was half
a dollar per day.  .Mrs. Mafon, intimated .it was not

fufficient for her attendance; fhe.replied it was.enough

for ‘what the had done, and would take no more. .Mrs.

Mafon’s feelings were fuch, that fhe fettled an annui~ o

ty of fix pounds a year, on her, for life. Her name is
‘Mary Seott. ‘ : : -

¢ Am elderlyblack woman turfed— —with great
diligence and attention; when recovered he alked what
he muft give for her fervices fhe replied ¢ a din-~
‘ner mafter on a cold winter’siday,’’ and thus fhe went

from place to place rendering every fervice in her pow- .

er withaut-an eye to reward." v

- A young black woman, was requefted to attend one

‘night upon a white man and his wife, who were very

#l, no other perfon could be had s——great wages were -

offered her——tle replied, I will not go for money, if I

' am e g .%o
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go for money God will feeit, and may be make. me
~take the diforder and die, but if I.go, and take no
money, he may fpare my life. ~She went-about nine
o’clock, and found thens both on the floor ; fhe: could
procureno-candle or other light, but lhxd with them
about two hours, and then left them. -~ They. both dis
éd that night.” She was! afterward vcry iH w::h the
fever—bher life was fpared.c - .

¢ C#far Cranc¢hal, 2 black man, nﬂ'ered: lﬁs fervmcs
¢o attend the fick, ‘and faid, T will.not.take. your:mee

ney, I will not fell my lffe fqr momey. rIt uifmd he
died with the flux. -~ -

- A'black lad, at the. 'W;dow Gll;pm s,‘ was: mttuﬁcd
. vmh his young' Mafter’s keys,: on his leaving; ‘the ity;
and: {ranfa&cd his-bufinefs, ‘with the yreateit honelty,;
and difpatch, having unlbadedaveﬂ’ forimn m:the
time, and loaded it again. "

A woman, that - nuttﬁedDav@Bam, oharged with

, exemplary modenation, and faid- ﬂaewould not have
any more. -
- It may be fald in. vindication- of the . condu& d
thofe, who' dxfcoVered‘l rioranee ot incapacity in.nurfs _
ing, thatit is;in itfelf, a confiderable art, ‘derived
from-experience, - as well as :ithe. exercife of . the finer
feelings of humamty—th;s experience, niile . tenths of
thofe employed, - it -Is. probable were. wholly ftrans
gers to.

‘We do not recotie& fuch ads of lmmarm'y from the
poor white people, in all the round we have been ens
gagedin. We could-mention many.cther m&éncesd'
the like nature, but think it needlefss

~It.is uopleafant for us to make :thefe remarks, but
Ju{hce to our colour, demands it." -Mr. -Carey pays
William Gray and us a compliment ; he fays, our fera
vices and others of their colour, have been very great
~ &c. By naming us, he leaves thefe others, - in the
) hazardous fate of being. clafled with -thefe. . who sre
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. chlled the « vileft,”” The few that - were difcovered
to merit public cenfure, were brought to juftice; which
ought to have fufficed, without being canvafled over
in his ¢ Trifle’ of a pamphlet—which caufes.us to be
more particular; and endeavour to recall the efteem of
the public for ourfriends, and the people of colour,
as far as they may be found.worthy ; for we canceive, -
and experience proves it, that an ill name is ealler
. given than taken away. 'We have many unprovoked
enemies, who begrudge us the liberty we enjoy, -and
are glad to hear of any complaint againft our colour,
be it juft or unjuft; in confequence of which we are
more earneftly endeavouring all in our power, to warn,
rebuke, and exhort our Africanfriends, to keepa con-
" dcience void of offence towards God and man ; and, at
. the fame time, would not. be backward to interfere,
* awhen ftigmas or oppreflion appear pointed at, or at-
- tempted againft them, unjuftly ; and, we are confident,
ave fhall ftand juftified in the fight of the candid and -
Jjudicious, for fuch conduct., .
_ Mr. Carey’s firft, fecond, and third editions, are gone
" forth into the world, and'in all probability, have been
. read by thoufands that will never read his fourth——
. gonfequently, any alteration he may hereafter make,
- in the paragraph alluded to, cannot have the defired
effe@, or-atone for the paft ; therefore we apprehend
it neccilary to publith our thoughts on the occa-
" fion. Had ‘Mr. Carey fai¢, a number of white
and black Wretches eagerly feized on the. oppor-
tunity to extort from.the diftrefled, and fome few of
both were detecied. in plundering the fick, it might.
extenuare, in a great degree, the having made men-
tion of the blacks. .. .- . ' ' 7
-~ We can aflure the public, there were as many white
as black people, dete@ed in pilfering, although the
number of the latter, employed as nurfes, was twenty

. times as.great as the former, and that there is, in-our -
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- opinion, as gredt -a proportion of white, as of black;

inclived tofuch' prattices. It is rather to be admired,
thatfo few inftatices of pilfering and robbery happened,
ceonfideting the great opportunities there were for
fach things: we do not know of more:than five.black
people, iﬁfpe&ed of any thing clandeftirie, out of the
great number employed ; the people ‘were glad to
g;tvlznyv perfon to affift them—=—a blaek ‘was preferred,
ecaufe it was fuppofed, they ‘were notifo'likely to
take the- diforder, the wmoft ‘worthlefs were accepta.
ble, fo that it would have been no caufe of wonder, -

* 5f.¢wenty canfes'of complaint oecurred, for ene that

hath. It has been alledged, that many of the :fick,
were niéglefted by the noifes; we do not wonder ~at
it, confidering their fituation, -in many Hftances, -up

~ - aightand day, withont.any ene-to relieve thém, worn

down with fatigie, and want of fleep, they could not
in many cifes, render that afiftance, which was need:
ful : ‘where we vifited, - the'caufes of complaint on this
fcore, were nat numerous. The-cafe of the nurfes,
in many uiftances, were deferving of commiferation,
the padient raging and-frightful tobehold ; it has fre-
‘quently ‘requiréd: two ‘perfons, ‘to hold them from run-
ing away, others hiave-made -attempts fo jump out of &

» ‘window,! in-many 'cHambers they were hailéd down,

‘and - the door was lkept Jocked, to prevent them from

" funniﬂii away, or bresking their necks, otherslay vo-

‘mitirig blodd, and {creaming eriough o chill them with
hofror. This were'matty of the nurfes circumftanced,
#lotie, wtitil-the patient diéd,’ thén called awiy toan.-
sotlier fcene of ‘diftrefs, ‘and thos have been for a week
or terrdays Jéft2o-do the beft they corild ‘without any
fufficient reft, many of them.having fome of their
‘deareft-connéctivns fiek at the tine, and fuffering for

" want, Whiile their hifband; wife, father, mother, &c.

‘have'heén erigaged 'in the fervice of the white-people.

“Wetentin this to-fhew- the ‘difference between this -
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and norfing in common cafes, we have fuffered equal-
By with the whites, our diftrefs hath been very great,.
but much unknoewn to the white pesple. Few have
been the whites. that paid: attention. to us while the
black were engaged in the other’s fervice. We can
affure the public we have' taken four and five black
people in a day to be buried. In feveral inftances
when they have been feized with the ficknefs while
nurfing, they have been turned out of the houfe, and.
wandering. and deftitute uatil taking fhelter wherever.
they could (as many of them would not be admitted
to their former hemes) they have langnifhed alone and
we know eof one who even died in a ftable.. Others
adted with more. tendernefs, when their nurfes were
taken fick they had proper care taken of them at their
houfes.. - We know of twe- inftances of this.. ' -

It is even to this day a generally received opinion
in this city, that our colour was not fo liahle. to the
ficknefs as the whites. We hope our friends will pac-
don us for fetting: this matter in its true fate. > . -

The public were informed that in the Weft-Indies
.and other places where: this terrible malady had been,,
it was obferved the blacks were not affe@ed with it--
Happy would it have been for you, and much more
"~ fo for. us, if this obfervation had been verified by our- *
“experience. '

. . When thie people of colour had the ficknels and died, .
we were impofed upon and told it was not with the
prevailing ficknefs, -until it became too notorious to be
-depied, then we were told fome few died but not many.
. Thus were our {ervices extorted at the peril of our lives,
-yet you accufe us of extorting a little money from yeu.

The bill of mortality for the year 1793, publithed
by Matthew Whitehead, and John Crmrod, clerks,
-and Jofeph Dolby, fexton, will convince any reafon- -
.able man that will examine it, that as many coloured .
: people died in proportion as others. In 1792, there- -

. 2 '
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were 67 of our colour buried, andin 1793 it-amount- -
ed to 305; thus the burials among us have increafed
more than fourfold, was not this in a great_degree
the effects of the fervices of the unjuftly vilified black
people? , ~ SN
. Perhaps it may be acceptable to the reader toknow
how we found the fick affected by the ficknefs; our
opportunities of hearing and feeing them have been
very great. They were taken with a chill, a head-
ach, a fick ftomach, with pains in their limbs and back,
this wWas the way the ficknefs in general began, but
all were not affected alike, fome appeared but flightly
-affected with fome of thefe fymptoms, what confirmed
‘us in the opinion of a perfon being fmijtten was vhe co-
‘lour of their eyes. In fome it raged mere furioufly
than in others—{ome have languifhed for feven and
ten days, and appeared to get better the day, or fome
-hours before they died, while others were cut off in
one, two, or three days, but their complaints were fi-
milar. - Sonre loft their reafon and raged with all the -
fury madnefs could produce, and died in ftrong con-
.vulfions. Others retained ‘their reafon to the laft,
and feemed rather to fall afleep than die. - We could
not‘help remarking that the former were of ftrong
paflions, and the latter of .a mild temper. Numbers
died in a kind of dejeétion, they-concluded they mu#t
. go, (fo the phrafe for dying-was) and therefore in a
kind of fixed determined ftate of mind went offc
It ftruck our minds with awe, to have application
-made by thofe in health, to take charge of them in
their ficknefs, and of their funeral. - Such applications
have been made to us; many appeared as though they
- thought they muft die, and not live; fome have lain
on the floor, to be meafured for their coffin and grave.
A gentleman called one evening, torequeftag
-nurle might be got for him, when he wasfick, and to
{uperintend his funeral, and gave particular direQioys

-~
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how he would have it conducted, it feemed a' furpri-
fing circamftance, for the man appeared at the time, 10
be in perfect health, but calling two or thiee days af.
ter to fee him, founda woman dead inthe houfe,; and

. the man fo far gone, that to adminifter any thing for
his recovery, -was -needlefs—he .died that evening.
We mention this, as an inftance of the dejeétion. and
defpondence, that took held on the minds of thoufands, -
and are of opinion, it aggravated the cafe. of many,
while others who bore up chearfully; got up again,
that probably weuld otherwife have died. . -

* When the mortality. came to its greateft ftage it
.was impoffible to procure fufficient affiftance, . there-
“fore many whofe friends, and.relations had left them,
died unfeen,and unaflifted. We have found them in va-
rious ﬁtuatlons, fome laying on the floor, asbloody as .
if they had been dipt in it, without any appearance of
their having had; even a drink of - water for their re~
lief-;-others laymg on. a-bed with their clothes on, as

i they had ‘came.in fatigued, and lain down to reft; -
' fome appeared, asif they had fallen dead on the ﬂoor, .
- from the pofition we found them in.. .. -

- Truly our tafk was hard, yet through mercy, we-
were enabled to go on. -

One thing we obferved in-: feveral mftances——when '
we were called, on the firft appearance of the diforder
tobleed, the perfon frequently, on the opening-a vein
before the operation was near over, felt a change for
the better, and exprefled-a relief in their .chief com- -
plaints; and we mnade it a practice to take more blood. .
from them, than-is ufual in other cafes; thefe in-a -
. general way recovered; thefe who did omit bleedin
any confiderable time, -after being taken by:-the fick~
nefs, rarely expreﬂed any chan.ge they felt in the ope-
ration.

¢ We feel a great fatufa&nm in- behevmg, that we-
have heen ufeful to the fick, and1bus pubhely thagke .

B3
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Doétor Rufh, for enabling us to be fo- We have bled

- mpwards of eight hundred people, and do declare, we
have not received to the value of a dolar and a half,
herefor :. wé were willing: to. imitate the Doctor’ ;be-
nevolence;. whe fick or. well, kept his houde open.day
and night, togive what.afliftance he could-in ﬁusame
of trouble. .

\ Several affeQing inftagces occurred when we were
engaged in burying the dead. We have been called to
bury fome, who when we came, we_found alive ; at
other places we fouad a parent dead and nene ‘but
little innctent babes 10 be feen, whofe i ignoranee led
them .to think their parent was afleep ; on aceount of
their fitmation, and their little prattle, we have been fo-

. wounded and our feelings fo hurt, that we almeft
concluded to withdraw from our undertaking, byt fec-
ing others fo backward, we £ill went on.

- An affeting. ioflance.—A weman died, we were
- fent for ta bury: hcr, on our going inte the houfe and

" taking: the coffin in, a dear little innecent accofted us,
with, mamma isalleep, don’t wake her ; but when fhe

“fawus puther in the coffin,’the diftrefs of the child-was
fo grear, that it almoft overcame us; when fhe de-

manded why we put her mamma in the box? We did
motknow how to anfwer hér, but committed her to
the care of a neighbeur, and left her with heavy
béarts. Imothert places where we have been to take |
the corpfé of a parent,. and have found a group of lic-
tle onesalane; fome of them in a meafure capable of
knowing their {iteation, their criesand the innecent:

" confuflion of the little ones, feemed almoft too much-
for human nature to bear. We have picked up little
children that were wandering they knew pot where,,
whofe (parents were cut off) and taken them, to the-’

', orphag houfe, for at this time the dread that prevaile:
* od over: peopit’s ninds was fo general, that'it 'was a

Tare inﬂ;ancc to fec.one n:xghbou: vxhc awha', sud

%
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evenfriends when they met in the ftreets were afraid .
of each other, much lefs would they admit into " their -

houfes the diftrefled orphan that had. been: where tha: .
ficknefs was; this. ex; reme feemed. in fome inftances .
t0 have theappearance'of barbarity ; withrelu®ance weo -
- call to-mind the many opportunities there were.in the:

power of individualsto be ufeful to their fellow-men, yet .
through the terror of the times was omitted. . A black..

- man riding through the ftreet, faw a manputh a wo- -

man outof the houle, the woman flaggered and fell:
on her face in the gutter, and was npt .able to. turn.
Herfelf, the hlack man thought the was drunk, but.
ebferving the, was in danger. of : (uffpeation alighteds.
and taking the woman up found her perfectly lober, .
but fo far gone with the diferder that fhe was not able:
- to help herfelf; the hard hearted man that threw her.

down, fhut the deor and left her—in fuch a fituation, , -

fhe might have perifhed in a2 few minutes.> we.heard-
of it, and took her to Bufh-hill. - Many of. the white
_people, that ought to. be patterns for us to follow af..
ter, have afted in a manner. that would make humnani-.
ty fhudder. We remember an inftance -of cruelty,
which we truft, no black man would be guilty of : two-
Aifters orderly, decent, white women were fick with

the fever, one of them recovered {o as to come to the:

door ; a neighbouring white man faw her, and in an
angry tone afked her if her fifter 'was dead or not?
She anfwered no, ‘upont which he replied, damn her,
if the don’t die before morning, I' will make her die.
The poor woman fhocked at {uch. an expreflion, from
this monfter of a man, made a modeft reply, upon
which he fnatched up a tub of water, and would have.
dafhed it over her, if he had not been prevented by 2
black man; he then went and took a .couple of fowls
out of a coop, (which had been given shem for nou-
rithment) and threw theminto an open alley ; he had
his wifh, the poor woman that he would make die,
o ’ ;

.
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died that night. A white than threatened to fhoot usy
if we pafled by his honfe with a corp{e we buried

him three days after.
-We havebeen pained to fee the wndows come to us,

cry.n% and wringing their hands, and in very ‘great,

diftrefs, on a¢count of their hufbands’ death ; having

" nobody, 1o help them, they were obliged to come to

get their hufbands buried, their neighboutrs were afraid
o to their help or to condole with them ; we afcribe
% unfriendly condu& to the frailty of human nature,
and not to wil{ul unkindnefs, or hardnefs of heart.
- Notwithftanding the compliment Mr. Carey hath
paid us, we have found reports fpread, of our taking
between one, and two hundred beds, from houfes where
people died ; {uch flanderers as thefe, who propagate

fuch wilful lies are dangerous, although unworthy no-
tice. We wifh if any perfon hath the leaft fufpicion .~

of ‘us, they would endeavour to bring us to the punifh-
ment which {uch atrocious condu@ muft deferve ; and

by this means, the innocent will be cleared from re-,

proach and the guilty known.

We fhall now conclude with the followmg old pro-
verb, .which we think applicable to thofé of our colour
who expofcd their lives in the late aﬁh&mg drfpenfa-
tiqn :—

"~ Godand a foldier, 4ll men do adore,

" In time of war, and not befare; -

When the war is over, and-all thmgs mghte(!,

God is forgotten, and the foldxen: flighteds.

|
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TOMATTHE\V CLARKSON ESQ_
. Mayar of the City of. Plnladelpbta
SIR,

F O R the perfonal rcfpe& we bear you, and for
the fatisfadtion of the Mayor, we declare, that to the
beft of our remembrance we had the care of the fol-
lowing beds and no more.—

- Two belonging to James Starr we buried ; upon
taking them up, we found one damaged; the blankets,
&c. belonging to it-were ftolen; it was refufed tobe

- accepted of by his fon Mofes ;. it was buried again, and-
rémains {o for ought we know the other was return-
ed and accepted of.

We buried two belonging to Samuel Fifher, mer-
chant one of them was taken up by us, to carry afick
'perfon on to Buifh-hill, and there left ; the other was
buried in a.grave, under a corpfe. - 4

Two beds were buried for Thomas Willing, one
fix feet deep in his garden, and lime and water thrown '
upon it ; the other was in the Potter’s field, and fur.’
ther know)edge of it we have not.

We burned one bed with other furniture, and cloath-
ing belonging to the -late Mayor, Samuel Powel, on

~his farm on the weft fide of Schuylklll river;—we bu-
ried one of hisbeds.

tFor chkenfon, we buried abed ina lot of,
- Richard Allen 3 3 which- we have good cau[e to belleve,
was ftolen.

Cne bed was buried for a perfon in front ﬁreet,
whofe name is unknown to us, it was buried in the
Potter’s field, by a perfon employed for the purpofe- '
we told him Jhe might take it up.again after \t had
been-buried a week -and. apply it tohis own ufe, as he

N -
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faid he had lately been difcharged from the hofplta[
and had rone to lay on.

Thomas Leiper’s two beds were buried in the Pot-
ter’s freld, and remained there a week, and then taken.
up by us, ’for the ufe of the fick that we took to Buth=
hill, and left there. ,

VVc buried one for Smith, in the Potter’s.
‘field;. which wasreturned except the furniture, Wthh&
we believe was ftolen.

- One other we buried for Davxs, in Vine (’treet,,
© it was buried uear Sclnuy.llull and we believe conti--
nues-fo.

A bed from-——-—Gueﬁs in Second. fireet, was . buried:

nthe Potter’s field, and. is_ there yer, for any thing;
we know. :

.One bed we buried in the Prelbytenanburaal gmund
tlne corner of Pine and Fourth ftreets, and we believe:
was:taken up by the owner; Thomas Mitchel.. :
Millegan in Second ftreet, had a bed buried:
by us in the Potter’s field—we, have ng furthcr know-
ledge of it..

This is a true ftate of matters refpe&mg thie beds,
as far as we were concerned, wenever undertook the-
chargé of more than their bunal knowing they were
liable to be taken away- by evil: minded perfons. We -
think it beneath the dignity of an horeft man, (although-
injuredin his reputation by wicked and envious perfons):
to vindicate or fupport his chara&er; by an-oath orle.-
gal affirmdtion ;. we fear not our. enemies, let them -
come. forward- thh theif charges, we will nat flinch,.
and if they, can fix any crime upon us, we.refufe nog:
to fuffer.. )

o S, - '

You have caufe to believe our lives were endinger- -
ed: in-moré cafes than one; in- the-time- of the late
wortality; and that we were fo difcouraged, that had

it.not been for your perfuaﬁon, we would havc reline
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spifhed: vur. difagreeable and dangerous employmeni—-
and we hope:there is-noimpropriety in {foliciting a cer.,
tificate of your :approbation of our condu&, fo far as
it hath come.to yourknowledge.

‘With an affe@ionate regard and efteem,

We are your friends, e
o .- .ABSALOM .JONES.
January 7th 1794- - RICHARD ALLEN.

=

H‘AVING, during the prevalence of the late ma-
lignant diforder, had almoft daily opportunities: of
‘feeing the condu& of Abfalom Jones and Richard
‘Allen, and the people employed by them, to bury the
“dead—I with cheerfulnefs give this teftimony of my
‘approbation of their proceedings, as-far as the fame
came under my notice. Their diligence, attention
-and decency of ‘deportment, afforded me, at the time,
“much fatisfaction. . ‘ .
: - MATTHEW CLARKSON, Mayors
“Philadelphia, Fanuary 23, 1794.
R - N - i !_"E N e
n Addrefs 10 thofe who keep Slaves, and approve the
. praciices o

THE judicious part of mankind will think it ue-
-reafonable, that a fuperior good condu is looked for,
from our race, by thofe who'ftigmatize us as men,
- .whofe bafenefs is incurable, and may therefore be held
-in a ftate of fervitide, that a merciful man would not
.doom abeaft to; yet you try what you ¢an to prevent
“our rifing from the ftate .of barbari{fm, you reprefent
:us to be in, but we can tell you, from a degree of ex-
perience, that a black man, although reduced to the
‘moft abject ftate human .riature -is capable of, ‘fhort of
‘real madnefs, can think, refle@, and feelinjuries, -al.
_thoyugh it may: not be- with the fame degree .of keen
ref¢gtment and revenge, that you who have been and
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-are our great oppreflors, would manifeft if reduced to
“the pitiable condition of a flave. We believe. if you
.would try“the experiment of taking a few black chil-
dren, and cultivate their minds with the fame care,
" aund let them have the fame profpe& in view, asto
living in the world, as you would with for your own
<hildren, you would find upon the trial, they were not
Anferior in mental endowments. )
We do not with to make yon angry, but excite your
attention to confider, how hateful flavery is in.the
fight of that God, who hath deftroyed kings and
princes, for their -oppreflion of the poor flaves; Pha-
ragh and his princes with the poflerity of king Saul,
~were deftroyed by the prote@or and avenger of' ﬂaves~
- Would you net fuppofe the Ifraelites to be utterly un-
fit for freedom, and that it was impoffible for them to
,attain to any degree of excellence? Their . hiftory
thews how {lavery had debafed their fpirits. - Men
- " muft be wilfully biind and extremely partial, that can-
_not fee the contrary effects of liberty and flavery upon
" the mind of man ; we freely confefs the vile habits of-
ten acquired in 2 ftate of fervitude, are not eafily
“thown off; the example of the Ifraelites fhews, who
“ with-all that Mofes could do to reclaim them from i it,
ftill continued in their former habitsmore or lefs ; and
why will you look for better from us? Why will you
-look for grapes from thorns, or figs from thiftles? Tt
" (isin our pofterity enjoying the fame privileges with ,
your own, that you ought to loek for better things.
: When you are pleaded with, ‘do not you reply as
-Pharaoh did, ‘¢ wherefore do ye Mofes and Aaron, let
" thé people from their work, behold the people of the
-land, now are many, and you make them reft from:
thexr burdens.” We wifh you to confider, that God
- himfelf was the ficft pleader of the caufe of flaves.
"+ .That God whoknows the hearts of all men, and the
«.propenfity of aflave to hate his oppreffor, hath {tri&-
~ 1y forbidden it to his chofen people, ¢ thou fhalt not
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abhor an Egypti‘%n, becaufe - thou waft a ftranger in
his land. Deut. xxiii. 7. The meek and humble-
Jefus, the great pattern of humanity, and every other.
virtue that can adorn and dignify men, hath command-:
ed to love our enemies, to do good to them that hate-
and defpitefully ufe us. We feel the obligations, we

wifh to imprefs them on the minds of our black bre-

thren, ‘and that we -may all forgive you, ‘as we with

to be forgiven; wethinkit a dgreat mercy to have alk

.anger and bitternefs removed from our ‘minds; we

appeal to your own feelings, if it is not very difquiet-.

ing to feel yourfelves under the dominion of a wrath«

ful difpofition. : : .

- Ifyou love your children, if you love yourcountryj

if you love the God of love, clear your hands from

flaves, burden notyour children or.country with them.,
Our hearts have been forrowful for the late bloodfhed -
. of the oppreflors, as well as the opprefled, - both-ap-

pear guilty of each others blood; in the fight of him

who faid, he that fheddeth man’s bldod, by man fhal¥ :

his blood be fhed. .

Will you, becaufe you have.reduced us to the un<
happy coundition our.colour isin, plead our incapacity
for freedom, and our -contented condition under op-

preflion, as a fuffidient. caufe for keeping us under the

. grievousyoke? We have fhewn the caufe of.our inca+
-pacity, we will alfo fhew; why we appear contented §

.~ Wwere we'to attempt. to plead with our mafters, it would,

be deemed infolence, for which..caufe they-appear a$
contented. as they can in your fight, but the dreadful

infurrections they have made, when. opportunity has
offéred; is enough 1o convince a reafonable man, that -
great uneafinefs and not.contentment, is the inhabitant

of their hearts.. . )

. God himfelf hath'pléaded their caufe, ke hath from

time to time raifed ‘up inftruments for that purpofe,,

fometimes mean and contemptible in your fight; at 0. ~

ther-times hie hath ufed fuch asit hath pleafed hinr, .
1 * C . '

*
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_with whom you have not thought it beneath your dign
nity to contend, many have been convinced of theig
error, condemned their former conduély and. become
zealous advocates for the caufe of thofe, Whom yow
will not fuffer ta.plead for themfelves.. - .. = . ..,

. 'To the People of Colour.
{VEELING 2n engagement of mind for your welfare, we'
F addre(s you wilzﬁnmiaﬁ‘e&ionaue fympa’fbfy, baving {)een
ourielves, flaves, and -as defirous of freedam as dpy .of
You; iyet.the bands of hondage were fo firong, that no wiy
appeared for our releafe, yet at times a hope arofe in gur
hearts that.a way wou_hi ogen for it, and when our mindy
were mercifully vifited with the feeling of the love of God,
then thefe hopes increafed, and a confidence arofe that he
Would make way for eur enlargement, arid as'a patient
Waiting was neceflaty, we were fometimes favoured with:
t, at other times we were very impatient, then the prof
& of libérty almoft vanified away, and we were in dack.
Sand perplexity. . ... o, .o
We mention our experience to fyb\'x, that your hearts ma
ot fink at the difconraging profpeéts you may have, ad
“that yoir may put your truff InGod, who fees ydur couditien
and as a merciful father pitieth his children, fo doth God
pity them that love him ; and'as your hearts are inclined to
ferve God, you will feel an affe@ionate regard towards your
mafters and miftrefles, and the whole family where you {ive,
this will be feen by them, and tend to promote your liberty,
efpecially with fuch as have feeling mafters, and if they are
Ptherwil}e' you will have the favour and love of God dwéll-
dng’ in your hearts, which you will valae. more than any
thing elfe, which willbe a confolation in the worft conditix
onyou can be in, andno mafter can deprive you of it ; and
'm’l};fe is fhort and uncertain, and the chicf end of our hav.
ing a being in.this world, is to be Frcparcd for'abetter, we
wiik you to think of this more than any thing eife: then
will yoy havea view.of that freedom which the fons of God
enjoy ; and if the troubles of your condition end with your
lives; you will be admitted to the freedom which God hath
prepared for thofe of all colours that love him; here ihe
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-power of the molt cruel malter: ends, and ll-forrow and
- gears are wiped away.. ... . L
. To.you who are-favoured with freedow, et your condad
manifelt your.gratitude toward the compaffionate mafters.
who have fet. you free, and let no rancour or ill-will lodge
an your breafts for any bad-sreatment yon'may have recgiv-
£d from any ;.iffml. do, youtranfgrels againkt God, who will
Nothold you guiltle(s, hewonld not fufferit eveninhisbeloved
people Ifracl, and can you think he will allow it ynto us?
.. There is much.gratitude doe from our colour tewards the
white people, very many of them are inftroments in the
hand of ‘God for-our good, evenfuchas have held usin eap-
tivity, arc pow. pleading onr, casfe. with sarncfinefs and
Zeal s and we-are forry‘to- fay, that-too- thany think:more -
of theevil, thap of the gaod they- have received,.and -in-
- ftead of taking the advice of their: friends, turn from it with
indifference ; much depends upon us forithe help of -our co~
loar mere than many areaware;.if weare lazy and idle,
the cnenxies of frecdom plead it asa canfe why we ought not
to be free, and fay:weiare better in-a ftate of fervitude, and -
that giving us our liberty would he an injury to us, and by
fach condpdt we fterngthen the bands of oppreffion, and
keep many in«baﬁdagezw’hoare‘hiore‘wéi’t-hy-than-oésfelvcs ;.
we 1ntreat you to confider -the -obligations ‘we-lay-under,
to help forward the caufe of freédom, we who know how
bitter the cup is of which the flave hath to drink, O how
ought weto feel for thofe who yet remain in bondage ! Will
even our friends excufe, will God pardon us, for the part
- we a&t in making fireng the bands of the enemies:of our
colour. - o : o
A fhort Addref; tothe Friends of Himwho bath no Helper.
‘er feel an inexpreflible gratitade towards you, whe
have engaged in the caufe of the African race; yoi
have wrought a deliverance for many, from more than E-
gyptian bondage, your labeurs are unremitted for their,
complete redemption, from the cruel fubjection they are in.
You feel our afflitions—you fympathize with us in the heart-
rending diftre(s, when the hufband is feparated from the wife,
and the parents from the children, who are never more to
wneet in this world. The tear of fenfibility trickles from
your eye, to fec the fufferings that keep us from increa-
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firg.—Your righteous indignation is roufed at the means
taken to fupply the place of the murdered babe. You fes
our race more effeGtually deflroyed,; than was in Pharash’s
powerto effet, upon- lfrael’s fons; *you blow -the trumpet

‘againft the mighty evil, you make the tyrants tremble ; you

firive to raife the flave, to the dignity of a man; you take
our children by the hand, to lead thiem in “the path of vir:
Tae; 6( your care of their educasion ; you are net afhamed
tocalkthe moft abje& of our race, brethren, children of one
father, who made of one blood alk-the mations of theearth :
Youaflfor this, nothing for yeurfelves, nothing but what
is worthy the caufe you are engaged in ; nothing but that
-we would be friends to ourfelves, and not ftrengthen the
bands of oppreffion, by an evil condu&, whenled out of the
‘houfe of bondage. May he, who hath arifen to plead our
saufe, and engaged you as velunteers in the fervice, add to

your numbers, until the princes fhall come fortlt from Egypty.

ABSALOM JONES,

and Echiopia {tretch out her hand unto Ged.
' RICHARD ALLEN.

E Minifters, that are.call’d to preaching,
Teachers, and exhorters too ;
Awake ! behold your harvelt wafting !
v Arife! there i3 no reftforyou.

" To think upon that ftri¢t-commandment, -
That God has on his teachers laid, .
‘The finner’s blood, who dies unwarned,
- Shall fall upon their Shepherd’s head.., .

- Butoli! dear brethren, let’s be doing,,,
Behold the nation’s in diftrefs,
The Lord.of Hofts forbid their ruiny .
Before-the day of grace is paft,
We read of wars and'great commotions,,
Before the great and dteadful day,
Oh, Sinaers ! turn your finful conrfes,,
And trifle not your time away.
But Oh! dear finners, that’s not alt’that’s dreadful
You muft before your God appeas! ‘
"Fo give an account of your tranfa&ions,
And how you {peat your time, when here,
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