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FawAHE firft of the following
ﬁ T :§ letters is o well adapted an
¥ 22 ¥ introduion to the reft, that
to trouble the reader with a long
preface would be quite needlefs and
impertinent. I will therefore de-
tain him from entering upon the de-

lightful and inftrucive relation which
the following fheets prefent him with,
little longer, than while I affure him
that the narrative is quite genuine, and

that the following letters were written
fo



P REVFACE

to me at my requeft. Some verbal
relations of the falts awakened my cu-
riofity to fee a more connected account
of them, which the author very oblig-
ingly confented to, having at that time
no intention of its being made public.—
But the repeated folicitations of iriends
have at laft prevailed ; and indeed the
publication is the more needful, as fe-
veral imperfet copies have been hand-
ed about, and there has been cauie to
think fome furreptitious edition might
fteal through the prefs into the hands
of the public.

I have thercfore, with confent of the
author, now fent thefe letters abroad
in their original form. They were
written in hafte, as letters of friendfhip,
to gratify my curiofity ; but the fiyle,
as well as the narrative itfelf, is fo

plam
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plain and eafy, that correCtions were
thought needles. I can only add my
beft withes, that the great truths they

contain may prove as edifying, as the
fallts are ftriking and entertaining.

T. Hawers.

Aldwinckle, Auguft, 1764.

LET -
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LETTER L

Reverend and dear Sir,

*HX ¥ MAKE no doubt but you

21 & j 5 re-
¥ 1 e have at times had pleafing re

L Yyt fleftions upon that promife made
to the Ifraelites, Deut. vit. 2. They were
then in the wildernefs, furrounded with
difficulties, which were greatly aggra-
vated by their own diftruft and perverfe-
nefs: They had experienced a variety of
difpenfations, the defign of which they

could not as yet underftand ; they fre-
quently loft ficht of God’s gracious pur-
poles in their favour, and were much dif-

couraged by reafon of the way. To com-
" B pofe
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{
pofe and animate their minds, Mafes here
{fugoelts to them, that there was a future
happy time drawing near, when therr
journey and warfare fhould be finifhed ;
that they fhould foon be put in poffeffion
of the promifed land, and have reft from
all their fears and troubles; and then it
would give them pleafure to look back
upon what they now found fo uneafy to
bear — ¢ Thou fhalt remember all the
¢ way by which the Lord thy God led

¢ thee through this wildernefs.”

But the importance and comfort of
thefe words 1s ftill greater, 1f we confider

them in a fpiritual fenfe, as addrefled
to all who are paffing through the wilder-
nefs of this world to a heavenly Canaan ;
who by faith in the promifes and power
of God, are feeking an eternal reft 1n
that kingdom which cannot be fhaken.
The hope of that glorious nheritance in-

{pires us with fome degree of courage
and
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and zeal to prefs forward, to where Jesus
has already entered as our forerunner ;
and when our eye is fixed upon him,
we are more than conquerors over all
that would withftand our progrefs. But
we have not yet attained : we flill feel the
infirmities of a fallen nature: through
the remains of ignorance and unbelief,

we often miftake the Lord’s dealings with
us, and are ready to complain, when, if
we knew all, we fhould rather rejoice.
But to us likewife there is a time coming,
when our warfare thall be accomplifhed,
our views enlarged, and our light In-

creafed : then with what tranfports of a-

doration and love fhall we look back upon
the way by which the Lord led us! We

fhall then fee and acknowledge, that
mercy and goodnefs directed every ftep;
we fhall fee that what our ignorance once
called adverfities and evils, were 1n reality
bleflings, which we could not have done

B 2 well
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well without : that nothing befc] us with-
out a caufe ; that no trouble came upon
us fooner, or prefled us more heavily, or
continued longer, than our cale required:

in a word, that our many affittions were
each m their place among the means em-
ployed by divine grace and wifdom, to
bring us to the pofleflion of that excced-
ing and cternal weight of g¢lory, which
the L.ord has prepared for his people.
And even in this imperfect ftate, though
we are fcldom able o judge aright of
our prefent circumftances, yet if we look
upon the years of our paft life, and com-
pare the difpenfations we have been
brought through, with the frame of our
minds under each fuccefiive period; 1f we
confider how wonderfully one thing has
been conneted with another; {o that
what we now number amongft our great-
elt advantages, perhaps, took their firft
iile from incidents which we thought

4 hardly
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Rardly worth our notice; and that we
have fometimes efcaped the greateft dan-

gers that threatned us, not by any wii-
dom or forefight of our own, but by the

intervention of circumiftances which we
neither defired or thought of—I fay, when
we compare and confider thefe things by
the light afforded us in the holy Scrip-
ture, we may colleét indifputable proof,

from the narrow circle of our own
concerns, that the wife and good provi-
dence of God watches over his people
from the earlieft moment of their life,
over-rules and guards them through all
their wanderings 1n a ftate of ignorance,
leads them in a way that they know not,
till at length his providence and grace
concur In thofe events and impreflions,
which bring them to the knowledge of

Him and themf{elves.
I am perfuaded that every believer will,
upon due refleCtion, fee enough in his
B 3 own
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own cafe to confirm this remark . but
not all in the fame degree. The outward
circumitances of many have been uni-
form, they have known but little variety
i life; and with refpect to their inward
change, 1t has been effeCted in a fecret
way, unnoticed by others, and almoft un-
percetved by themfelves— The Lord has
ipoken to them, not in thunder and tem-
peft, but with a fl1ll fmall voice he has
drawn them gradually to himfelf; fo that
though they have a happy affurance of the
thing, that they know and love him, and
are pafled from death unto life; yet of
the precife time and manner, they can give
little account.  Others he feems to fele@,
in order to fhew the exceeding riches of
his grace, and the greatnefs of his mighty

power: he {uffers the natural rebellion
and wickednefs of their hearts to have full

{cope 5 while finners of lefs note are cut
off with little warning, thefe are fpared,

4 though
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though finning with a high hand, and as
it were {tudying their own deftrution.
At length, when all that knew them are

perhaps expefting to hear that they are
made fignal inftances of divine vengeance,

the Lord (whofe thoughts are high above

ours, as the heavens are higher than the
earth) is pleafed to pluck them as brands

out of the fire, and to make them monu-
ments of his mercy, for the encourage-
ment of others: they are, beyond expec-
tation, convinced, pardoned, and changed.
‘A cafe of this fort indicates a divine
power no lefs than the creztion of 2 world:
it 1s evidently the Lord’s doing, and it is
marvellous in the eyes of all thofe who are

not blinded by prejudice and unbelief.
Such was the perfecuting Sau/: his
heart was full of enmity againft Fefus of
Nazareth, and therefore he perfecuted and
made havock of his difciples. ,He had
been a terror to the church of Ferufalem,
B 4 and
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and was going to Damafcys with the fame

views—Ile was yet breathing out threat-
nings and f{laughter againft all that loved
the Lord Fefus—He thought little of the
mifchief he had hitherto done——He was
engaged for the {uppreflicn of the whole
feCt; and hurrying from houfe to houfe,
from place to place, he carried menaces
m his leok, and repeated threatnings with

every breath, Such was his {pirit and
temper, when the Lord 7¢fus, whom he

hated and oppofed, checked him in the
height of his rage, called this bitter per-
fecutor to the honour of an apottle, and
nipired him with great zeal and earneft-

nefs, to preach that faith, which he fo
Jately deftroyed.

Nor are we without remarkable dif-
plays of the fame fovereign efficacious
grace 1n our own times— I may particu-
larly mention the inftance of the late
Colonel Gardner,  If any real fatisfaltion

could
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could be found in a finful courfe, he
would have met with it; for he pur:
fued the experiment with all pofiible ad-
vantages—He was habituated to evil;
and many uncommon, aimoft miracu-
lous deliverances, made no mpreffion

upon him. Yet be likewife was made
willing in the day of God’s power: and
the bright example of his life, illuftrated
and diftufed by the account of him publifh-
ed {ince his death, has afforded an occa-
fion of much praife to God, and much
comfort to his-people.

After the mention of fuch names, can
you permit me, Sir, to add my oswn? If I
do, 1t muft be with a very humbling
diftinction. Thefe once eminent finners,

proved eminent chriftians: much had been
forgiven them, therefore they loved much.

St. Parl could fay, ¢ The grace beftowed
upon me was not in vain; for I laboured
more abundantlf than they all.” Colonel

Gardiier
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Gardner likewife was as a city fet upon an
hill, a burning and a fhining hight; the
manner of his converfion was hardly
more {ingular, than the whole courfe of
his converfation from that time to his
death. Here, alas, the paralle]l greatly
fails ! it has not been thus with me-I mulit
take deferved fhame to myfelf, that I have
made very unfuitable returns for what I
have received. But if the queftion is only

concerning the patience and long-fuffering
of God, the wonderful interpofition of his

providence in favour of an unworthy fin-
ner, the power of his grace in {oftening
the hardeft heart, and the riches of his
mercy 1n pardoning the moft enormous
and aggravated tranigreflions; tn thefe
refpects I know no cafe more extraordina-
ry than my own. And indeed moit per-
fons, to whom I have related my f{tory,
have thought it worthy of being pre-
ferved,
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I never gave any fuccinét account in
writing, of the Lord’s dealing with me,
till very lately 3 for I was deterred on the
one hand by the great difficulty of writing
properly where Self is concerned ; on the
other, by the 1ll ufe which perfons of cor-
rupt and perver{e minds are often known
to make of {uch inftances. The P/almif
reminds us that a referve in thefe things
is proper, when he fays, ¢¢ Come unto me,
“ all you that fear God, and I will tell you
“ what he hath done for my foul;” and
our Lord cautions us not to ¢ caft our
¢ pearls before {fwine”. The pearls of a
chriftian are, perhaps, his choice experi-
encies of the Lord’s power and love in the
concerns of his foul ; and thefe thould not
be at all adventures made publick, leaft
we give occafion to earthly and groveling
fouls, to profane what they cannot nnder-
ftand. Thefe were the chief reafons of my

backwardnefs ; but a few weeks fince [
yielded
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yielded to the judgment and requelt of a
much refpeted friend, and fent him a re-

lation at large, 1n a feries of eight letters.:
The event has been what I little expected;

I wrote to one perfon, but my letters have
fallen into many hands : amongft others,

I find they have reached your notice ; and
inftead of blaming me for bcing too te-
dious and circumftantial, which was the
fault I feared I had commutted, you are
plealed to defire a fhll more diftin& detail.
As you and others of my friends appre-
hend my compliance with this requeft
may be attended with fome good eftect,
may promote the plealing work of praife
to our adorable Redeemer, or confirm the
faith of fome or other of his people, I am
willing to obey : T give up my own rea-
fonings upon the inexpediency of fo in-
confiderable a perfon as myfelf adventur-
ing 1n o public a point of view. If God
may be glorificd on my behalf, and his

children
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children in any meafure comforted or in-
ftruéted by what I have to declare of his
goodnefs, I fhall be fatisfied ; and am con-
tent to leave all other poffible confequen-
ces of this undertaking 1n his hands, who
does all things well.

I muft again have recourfe to iy me-
moty, as I retained no copies of the letters
you faw. So far as I can recolle&t what 1
then wrote, I will relate, but fhall not afieét
a needlefs variety of phrafe and manner,
mercly becaufe thofe have been already
perufed by many. I may perhaps in fome
places, when repeating the fame fadts, ex-
prefs myfelf in nearly the fame words; yet I
propofe, according to your defire, to make
this relation more explicit and particular
than the former, efpecially towards the
clofe, which I wound up haihly, lelt my
triend fhould be wearied. I hove you will
hkewife excufe me, if T do not firiétly con-
fine myfelf to narraticn, but now and then
interfperfe fuch refleCtions as may offer

while
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while I am writing : and though you have
fignified your intentions of communicat-
ing what I fend you to others, I mult

not on this account affet a concifenels
and corretnefs, which is not my natural

talent, left the whole fhould appear dry

and conftrained. I fhall therefore (if poi-
fible) think only of you, and write with

that confidence and freedom which your
friendfhip and candour deferve. This fheet
may ftand as a preface, and I purpole, as
far as I can, to intermit many other en-
gagements, until I have compleated the
talk you have afligned me. In the mean
time | entreat the affiftance of your prayers,
that 1n this, and all my poor attempts, I
may have a fingle eye to his glory, who
was plealed to call me out of horrid dark-

nefs into the marvellous light of his gof-
pel. 1 am, with {incere refpet,

Dear Sir,
Your obliged and affetionate Servant.

Jaauary 12, 1-61.
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LETTER IL

Reverend Sir,

I Can {fometimes feel a pleafure in repeat-
ing the grateful acknowledgment of
David, * O Lord, I am thy fervant, the
‘ {fon of thine handmaid ; thou haft loofed
“ my bands”. The tender mercies of God
towards me, were manifefted in the firlk
moment of my life—~I was born as it were
in his houfe, and dedicated to him in my
mnfancy. My mother (as I have heard from

many) was a plous experienced chriftian ;
{hie was a Diffenter, in communion with
the late Dr. Femmings. 1 was her only child,
and as the was of a weak conftitution and
a retired temper, almoft her whole em-

ployment was the care of my education.

I have fome faint remembrance of her care
and
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and inftruétions. At 2 ume when I could

not be more than three years of age, fhe
herfelf taught me Englifh, and with {o

much fuccefs, (as I had fomething of a
forward turn) that when I was four years
old, I could read with propriety in any
common book that offered. She ftored
my memory, which was then very reten-

uve, with many valuable pieces, chapters
and portions of feripture, catechims,

hymns and poems. My temper at that
ume feemed quite fuitable to her wifhes :
I had little inclination to the noify fports
of children, but was beit pleafed when in
her company, and always as willing to
learn as fhe was to teach me. How far
the beft education may fall fhort of reach-
ing the heart, will ftrongly appear in the
fequel of my hiftory : yet I think, for the
encouragenient of pious parents to go on
in the good way, of doing their part faith-
fully to form their childrens minds, I may.

properly
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properly propofe myfelf as an nftance.
Though in procefs of time I fitned away
all the advantages of thele early impref-
fions, yet they were for a great while a
reftraint upen me ; they returned again
and again, and it was very long before 1
could wholly fhake them off; and when
the Lord at length opened my eyes, 1
found a great benefit from the recollec-
tion of them. Further, my dear mo-
ther, befides the pains fhe took with me,
often commended me with many prayers

and tears to God, and I doubt not but 1
reap the fruits of thefe prayers to this
hour.

My mother obferved my early progrefs
with peculiar pleafure, and intended from
the firft to bring me up with a view to the
miniftry, if the Lord fhould fo incline my
heart. In my fixth year I began to learn
Latiny but before I had time to know
much about it, the intended plan of my

C education
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education was broke fhort.—The Lord’s
defigns were far beyond the views of an
earthly parent: He was pleafed to referve
me for an unufual proof of his paticnce, pro-
vidence and grace, and therefore over-
ruled the purpole of my friends, by depriv-
ing me of this excellent parent, when I
was fomething under feven years old. 1
was born the 2.4th Fuly 1725, and fhe died
the 11th of that month 1732.

My tather was then at fea (he was a com-
mandet in the Mediterranean trade at that
ume) @ Hie came home the following year,
nd foon after married again. Thus I pafl-
ad 1nto diffierent hands. T was well treat-
ed 1 all other refpects; but the lofs of
iy mother’s inftructions was not repaired.
L was now permitted to mingle with care-
tels and protane children, and foon began
to icarn their wavs. Soon after my father’s
maiviage, I was fent to a boarding {chool
in Effes 5 where the imprudent feverity of

4. the
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the mafter almoft broke my fpirit and relifh
for books.  With him I forgot the firft
principles and rules of arithmetic, which
my mother had taught me years before.
I ftaid there two years: in the laft of the
two, a new ufher coming, who obferved
and fuited my temper, I took to the Latii
with great eagernefs; fo that before I was
ten years old, I reached and maintained the
firft poft in the fecond clafs, which in that
{chool read Tully and Virgil. 1 believe I
was pufhed forward too falt, and therefore
not being grounded, I {oon loft all I had
learnt, (for I left {chool in my tenth year),
and when I long afterwards undertook the
Latin languige from books, I think I had
little if any advantage from what 1 had
learnt before,

My father’s fecond marriage was from a

family in Effex ; and when I was 171 years
old, he took me with him to fea. He was

a man of remarkable good fenfe, and great
C 2 knowledge
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knowledge of the world; he took great
care of my morals, but could fiot fupply
my mother’s part. Having been edu-
cated himfelf in Spain, he always obferv-
ed an air of diftance and feverity 1n his car-

riage, which over-awed and difcouraged
my fpirit. I was always 1n fear when be-

fore him, and therefore he had the lefs in-
fluence. From that time to the year 1742
I made feveral voyages, but with confider-
able intervals between, which were chief-

ly fpent in the country, excepting a few
months in my fifteenth year, when I was

placed upon a very advantageous profpect
at Alicant in Spainy but my unfettled be-
haviour and impatience of reftraint render-
ed that defign abortive.

In this period, my temper and conduct
were exceedingly various. At {chool, or

{foon after, I had little concern about re«
ligion, and eafily received very ill imprei-
fions. But I was often difturbed with con-

X viétions
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victions ; I was fond of reading from a
child; among other books, Bennet’s Chrijf-
tian Oratory often came 1 my way; and
though I underftood but little of it, the

courfe of life therein recommended appear-
ed very defirable, and I was inclined to at-
tempt 1t. I began to pray, to read the

leripture, and to keep a fort of diary, I
was prefently religious 1n my own eyes;
bur, alas! this {feeming goodnefs had no
fohd foundation, but paffed away like a
morning cloud, or the early dew. I was
foon weary, gradually gave it up, and be-
came worle than before : Inftead of prayer,
I learned to curfe and blafpheme, and was
exceedingly wicked when from under my
parents view. All this was before I was
twelve years old. About that time ] had a
dangerous fall from a horfe 3 I was thrown
I believe within a few inches of a hedge-
row newly cut down; I got no hurt; but
could not avoid taking natice of a gracious

C 3 providence
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providence in my deliverance ; for bhad |
fell upon the ftakes, I had inevitably been
killed: My confcience fuggefted to me
the dreadful confequences, 1f 1n fuch a ftate
I had been fummoned to appear betore
God. I prefently broke off from my pro-
fane practices, and appeared quite al-
tered ; but it was not long before I declin-
ed agawn, Thele ftruggles between fin and
confcience were often repeated ; but the
confequence was, that every relaple funk
me into {till greater depths of wickednefs.
I was once rouzed by the lofs of an inti-
mate companion. We had agreed to go
on board a man of war (I think 1t was on a
Sunday) ; but 1 providentially came tcolate;

the boat was overfet, and he and feveral
others were drowned, I was invited to the
tuneral of my play-fellow, and was ex-
ceedingly affected, to think that by a delay
of a few minutes (which had much dif-

pleafed and angered me, tll I faw the
event)
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event) my life had been preferved. How-
ever, this likewife was foon forgot, At

another time the perufal of the Family In-
frutfor put me upon a partial and tranfient

reformation. In brief, though I cannot

diftintly relate particulars, I think I took
up andlaid afide a religious profeflion three

or four different times before ¥ was {fixteen
years of age:: But allthis while my heart was

infincere. 1often faw a neceflity of religion
as a means of efcaping hell ; but I loved
fin, and was unwilling to forfake'it. In-
ftances of this [ can remember were fre-
quent in the midft of all my forms; I was
{o ftrangely blind and ftupid, that {ome-
times when I have been determined upon
things which Iknew were {intul, and con-

trary to my duty, I could not go on
quietly tll I had firft difpatched my ordi-
nary tafk of prayer, in which I have grudg-
ed every moment of my time ; and when
this was tifhed, my confcience was in forme

C 4 mcafure
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meafure pacified, and I could rufh into
folly with little remorfe.

My laft reform was the moft remark-
able both for degree and continuance. Of
this period, at leaft of fome part of 1t, I
may {ay 1n the apoftle’s words, ¢ After the

ftricteft fe& of our religion, I lived a pha-
rifee”. I did every thing that might be

expeted from a perfon entircly 1gnorant
of God’s rightecoufnefs, and defirous to
eftablifh his own. I {pent the greateft
part of every day in reading the {criptures,
mcditation and prayer; I fafted often; I'
even abftained from all animal food for
three months; I would hardly an{wer a
queftion, forfear of {peaking an idle word.
I feemed to bemoan my former mifcar-
riages very earneftly, fometimes with tears.

In fhort, I became an afcetic, and endea-
voured, fo far as my fituation would per-

mit, to renounce fociety, that I might a-
yoid temptation. I continuedin this ferioys
mood
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mood (I cannot give 1t a higher title) for
more than two years, without any con-
fiderable breaking off. But it was a poor
religion; 1t left me 1n many refpects un-
der the power of {in, and fo far as it pre-
vailed, only tended to make me gloomy,
ftupid, unfociable, and ufelefs.

Such was the frame of my mind, when
I became acquainted with Lord Shafteshury.
I faw the 2d vol. of his Charatieriftics, n
a petty thop at Middleburg in Holland. ‘The
title allured me to buy it, and the ftile and
manner gave me great pleafurc in read-
ing , efpecially the fecond picce, which
his Lordfhip with great propriety has en-
titled 2 Rbapfody. Nothing could be more
{uited to the romantic turn of my mind,
than the addrefs of this pompous declama-
tion; of the defign and tendency | was
not aware ; 1 thought the author a moft

religious perfon, and that T had only

to follow him, and be happy. Thus, with
fine
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fine words and fair {peeches, my fimple
heart was beguiled. This book was al-
ways 1n my hand: I read it till I could
very nearly repeat the Rhaplody verbatine
from beginning to end. No immediate
eifect followed, but 1t operated like a {low

poifon, and prepared the way for all that
followed.

This letter brings my hiftory down to
December 1742. I was then lately returned
from a voyage, and my father not intend-
ing for the fea again, was thinking how
to {ettle me in the world ; but [ had little
lite or {pirit for bufinefs : I knew but little
of men or things. I was fond of a vifion-
ary icheme of a contemplative life; a
medley of religion, philofophy and indo-
lence; and was quite averfe to the thoughts
of an induftrious application to bufinefs.
At length a merchant in Liverpool, an inti-
mate friend of my father’s (to whom, as
tize mirument of God’s goodnefs, I have

{ince
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fince been chiefly indebted for all my earth-
ly comforts), propofed to {end me for fome
years to Faimaica, and to charge himfelf with
the care of my future fortune. I confented
to this, and every thing was prepared for
my voyage. I was upon the point of fetting
out the following weck, Inthe mean time,
my father fent me on fome bufinefs to a
place a few miles beyond Maidfione 1n Keit,

and this little journey, which was to have
been only for three or four Days, occafion-
ed a {fudden and remarkable turn, which
roufed me from the habitual indolente I
had contralted, and gave rife to the feries
of uncommon difpenfations, of which you
defire & more particular account.  So true
it 15, that ¢ The way of man is not in him-
« {elf ; 1t 1s not in man that walketh to
‘“ direct his fteps”.
| am affectionately

Yours in the beft bonds.

§3 January 1763,
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LETTER III

Dear Sir,

Few days before my intended Jour-

ney into Kext, Ireceived an invita-
tion to vifit a family 1n that county—They
were diftant relations, but very mntimate

friends of my dear mother: She died n
their houfe ; but a coolnefs took place up-
on my father’s fecond marriage, and I had
heard nothing of them for many years.
As my road lay within half a mile of their
houfe, I obtained my father’s leave to call
on them. I was however very indifferent
about 1t, and fometimes thought of pafling
on: However I went; I was known at firft
fight before I could tell my name, and met
with the kindeft reception, as the child
of a dear deceafed friend. My friends

had
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had two daughters — The eldeft (as I un+
derftood fome years afterwards) had been
often confidered by her mother and mine,
as a future wife for me from the time

of her birth: I know indeed that intimate

friends frequently amufe themfelves with
fuch diftant profpects for their children,

and that they mifcarry much oftner than
fucceed. I do not fay that my mother pre-

difted what was to happen, yet there was
fomething remarkable in the manner of its
taking place. All intercourfe between the
families had been long broken off ; I was
going into a foreign country, and only
called to pay a hafty vifit ; and this I fhould
not have thought of, but for a meflage

received juft at that crifis (for I had not
been invited at any time before). Thus
the circumftances were precarious in the
hicheft degree; and the event was as ex-
graordinary. Almoft at the firft fight of
this girl (for the was then under fourteen)

1
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1 was imprefied with an affection for her,
which never abated or loft its influence a
{ingle moment in my heart from that hour.
In degree, it actually equalled all that
the writers of romance have imagined ; in
duration, it was unalterable. I foon loft
all fenfe of religion, and became deaf to
the remonftrances of confcience and pru-
dence ; but my regard for her was always
the fame ; and I may perhaps venture to
fay, that nione of the {cenes of mifery and
wickednefs I afterwards experienced, ever
banithed her a fingle hour rogether from
my waking thoughts for the feven follow-
INg yEars.

Give me leave, Sir, to reflect a little up-
on this unexpected incident, and to con-
{ider 1ts influence upon my future life, and
how far it was fubfervient to the views of
divine providence concerning me, which
feem to have been two-fold : that by be-
ing given up for a while to the confequen-

CCS
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ces of my own wilfulnefs, and afterwards
reclaimed by a high hand, my cale, {o far
as it thould be known, migat be both 2
warning and an encouragement to others.

In the firft place, hardly any thing lefs
than this violent and commanding paffion,

would have been {ufficient to awaken me-
from the dull melancholy habit T had con-
tracted. I was almoft a mifanthrope, not-
withftanding I {o much admired the pic-
ture$ of virtue and benevolence as drawn
by Lord Shaftefbury : But now my reluct-
ance to active life was overpowered at once,
and I was willing to be or to do any thing
which might fubferve the accomplifhment
of my withes at fome future time.
Farther, when I afterwards made fhip-
wreck of faith, hope, and conicience, my
love to this perfon was the only remaining;
principle which in any degree fuppled
their place; and the bare poffibility of
feeing her again, was the only prefent

and
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and obvious means of reftraining me fromm
the moft horrid defigns againit myfelf and
others.

But then the ill effets it brought upon
me counterballanced thefe advantages.
The interval ufually ftiled the time of
courtfhip, is indeed a pleafing part of life,
where there 1s a mutual affection, the con-
fent of friends, a reafonable profpect as to
{ettlement, and the whole is conduéted 1n

a prudential manner, and in fubordination
to the will and fear of God. When things

are thus fituated, it is a blefling to be {uf-

ceptive of the tender paffions ; but when
thefe concomitants are wanting, what we

call Jove 1s the moft tormenting paffion 1n
14f¢lfy and the molt deftrutive in its confe-
guences, that can be named: And they
were all wanting in my cafe. 1 durft not
mention 1t to her friends, or to my own,
for indeed for a confiderable time to her-
fclf, as I could make no propofals: it re-

mained
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- mained as a dark fire, locked up in my
own breaft, which gave me a conftant
uneafinefs. By introducing an idolatrous
regard to a creature, it greatly weakened
my fenfe of religion, and made farther
way for the entrance of infidel principles :
and though i1t feemed to promile great
things, as an incentive to diligrnce and
activity in ‘life; in reality it performed
nothing. I often formed mighty projeéts -
in my mind of what I would willingly
do or fuffer for the fake of her I loved ;
yet while I could have her company, 1
was 1ncapable of forcing myfelf away, to

improve opportunities that offered. ~ Still

lefs could it do in regulating my manners.
"It did not prevent me from engaging in
a long train of excefs and riot, utterly un- -
worthy the honourable pretenfions I had -
formed. " And though through the won-
derful interpofition of Divine Goodnefs,
the maze of my follies was at length un-

D ravelled,
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ravelled, and my wifhes crowned in fuch.

a manner as overpaid my fufferings ; yet
I am fure I would not go through the
{ame feries of trouble again, to pofiefs all
the treafures of both the Indies. 1 have
enlarged more than I intended on this.
point, as perhaps thefe papers may be
ufeful to caution others againft indulging
an ungovernable paffion, by my painful
experience. Flow often may fuch head-
{trong votaries be faid ¢ To fow the wind,.
‘.and to reap the whirlwind.”

My, heart being now fixed and rivetted
to a le_‘l_t‘l_(‘.lﬂdr object, I confidered every
thing I was concerned with in a new
light, I concluded it would be abfolutely
iniqu_ﬁb_le_‘ to live at {fuch a diftance as
- Yamaica, for a_term of four or five years,
and therefore determined, at all events,
that I would. not go. 1 could not bear

iiiii

either to acquaint n_‘lyf_fa_thc_r- with the true
reafon, or to.1nvent a falfe.one ; therefore,
without
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without taking any notice to him why I
did fo, I ftayed three weeks, inftead of
three days, in Kent, till I thought (as it
proved) the opportunity would be loft,

and the {hips failed. 1 then returned to

London. 1 had highly difpleafed my fa-~
ther by this difobedience ; but he was

more eafily reconciled, than I could have
expeted. In a little ume I failed with a2
friend of his to Venice. In this- voyage P
was expofed -to the company and ill-ex-
ample of the common failors, among
whom I ranked. Importunity and op-
portunity prefenting. every day, I once
more began- to relax from the fobriety
and order which.I had obferved, in fome
degree, for more than two years—I way’
fometiines pierced with tharp- conviftionss
but though'1 made- a'few faint efforts to
ftop, I never recovered from this declen-
fion, as I had done from {everal before :
I' did not, indeed, as yet turn out profli-

D2 gate ;
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eate; but [ was making large ftrides to-
wards a total apoftacy from God. The
moft remarkable check and alarm I re-
cetved (and, for what I know, the laft)
was by a dream, which made a very
ftrong, though not an abiding impreffion
upon my mind.

The confideration of who I am writing
to, renders 1t needlefs for me either to
enter upon a dilcuflion of the nature of
dreams in general, or to make an apclogy
for recording my own. Thole who ac-
knowledge {cripture, will allow that there
have been monitory and fupernatural
dreams, evident communications from
heaven, either direting or foretelling
future events: and thofe who are ac-
quainted with the hiftory and experience
of the people of God, are well aflured,
that fuch intimations have not been to-

tally with-held in any period down to the
prefent times, Reafon, far from contra-

dicting
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diGting this fuppofition, ftrongly pleads
for it, where the procels of reafoning is
rightly underftood, and carefully purfued.
So that a late eminent writer®, who, 1
prefume, 1s not generally charged with
enthufia{m, undertakes to prove, that the
phenomenon of dreaming is inexplicable
at leaft, 1if not abfolutely impoffible, with-
out taking 1n the agency and intervention
of {piritual beings, to us invifible. 1
would refer the incredulous to him. * For
my own part, I can fay, without fcruple,
* The dream is certain, and the nterpre-
“tation thereof fure.” I am fure I
dreamed to the following effelt, and I
cannot doubt, from what I have {een
fince, that 1t had a diret and eafy appli-
cation to my own circumitances, to the

dangers in which I was about to plunge
myfelf, and to the unmerited deliverance
and mercy which God would be pleafed

to afford me in the time of my diftrefs.
* Baxter, on the «is inertie.

D 3 Though
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Though I have wrote out a relation of
this dream more than once for others, it
has happeped, that I never referved 2
copy 5 but the principal incidents are fo
deeply engraven in my memory, that I
believe 1 am not liable to any confiderable
variations in repeating the account. The
fcene prefented to my imagination was
the harbour of Venice, where we had late-
ly been. 1 thought it was night, and my
watch upon the deck ; and that as I was
Walking to and fro by mylfelf, a perfon
came to me, (1 do not remember from
whence), and brought me a ring, with
an exprefs charge to keep it carefully ;
afluring me, that while I preferved that
ring, I thould be happy and fuccefsful ;
but, if T loft or parted with it, I muft
expect nothing but trouble and mifery. I
accepted the prefent and the terms wil-
lingly, not in the leaft doubting my own
care to preferve it, and highly fatisfied to

have
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have my happinefs in my own keeping.
I was engaged in thefe thoughts, when a
fecond perfon came to me, and obferving
the ring on my finger, took occafion to
afk me fome queftions concerning it. I
readily told him its virtues, and his an-
fwer exprefled a furprize at my weaknefs,
‘iniexPe&ing {fuch eftects from a ring. 1
think he reafoned with me fome time
upon the impoflibility of the thing, and

at length urged me in direCt terms to
throw it away. At firft, I was thocked at

the propofal, but his infinuations pre-
vailed. 1began to reafon and doubt my-
felf, and at laft plucked it off my finger,
and dropped it over the fhip’s fide into
the water, which it had no fooner touched,
than I faw, the {fame inftant, a terrible firé
burft out from a range of the mountains,
(a part of the Alps) which appeared at
fome diftance behind the city of Penice.
I faw the hills as diftinét as if awake, and

D4 they
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they were all in flames. I perceived too
late my folly ; and my tempter, with an
air of infult, informed me, that all the
mercy God had in referve for me was
comprifed in that ring, which I had wil-

fully thrown away. I underftood that I

mult now go with him to the burning
mountains, and that all the flames I faw
were kindled upon my account. I trem-
bled, and was in a great agony; {o that
it was furprizing I did not then awake
but my dream continued, and when I
thought myfelf upon the point of a con-
{trained departure, and ftood, felf-con-
demned, without plea or hope, {uddenly,
either a third perfon, or the fame who
brought' the ring at firft, came to me,
(I am not certain which), and demanded

the caufe of my grief. I told him the
plain cafe, confefling that I had ruined
myfelf wilfully, and deferved no pity.
He blamed my rafhnefs, and afked if I

thould
I
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fhould be wifer, fuppofing I had my ring
again. 1 could hardly anfwer to this;
for I thought 1t was gone beyond recall.
I believe, indeed, I had not "time to an-
{fwer, before I faw this unexpeted friend
oo down under the water, juft in the {pot
where I had dropped 1t, and he {foon re-
turned, bringing the ring with him. The
moment he came on board, the flames
in the mountain were extinguifhed, and
my feducer left me. Then was ¢ the
« prey taken from the hand of the mighty,
« and the lawful captive delivered.” My
fears were at an end, and with joy and
oratitude I approached my kind deliverer
to receive the ring again; but he refufed
to return it, and fpoke to this effeck.
« If you fhould be entrufted with this

o . _ .
“ ring again, you would very foon bring
<« yourfelf into the fame diftrefs ; you are

“ not able to keep it; but I will preferve
« jt for you, and whenever it Is needful,

will
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“ will produce it in your behalf.” wmme
Upon this I awoke, in a ftate of mind not
to be defcribed: 1 could hardly eat, or
fleep, or tranfact my neceflary bufinefs,
for two or three days ; but the imprefﬁon
{foon wore off, and in a little time T totally
forgot it ; and I think 1t hardly occurred
to my mind again, till feveral years after-
wards. It will appear, in the courfe of
thefe papers, that a time came, when I
found mylelf in circumnftances very nearly
refembling thofe fuggefted by this extra-
ordinary dream, when 1 ftood helplefs
and hopelels upon the brink of an awfuil
eternity : and 1 doubt not, but had the
eyes of my mina been then opened, I
thould lmvc feen my grand enemy, who
had feduced mie, wiltully to renounce and
calt away my religious profeflion, and to
involve mylclf in the moft complicated
¢rimes 3 1 fay, 1 fhould probably have
feen him pleafed with my agonies, and

wating
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waiting for a permiffion to feize and bear
away my foul to his place of torment, 1
thould perhaps have feen likewife that
Fefus, whom I had perfecuted and defied,
rebuking the adverfary, challenging me
for his own, as a brand plucked out of
the fire, and faying, ¢ Deliver him from
“ ooing down 1nto the pit 3 I have found
“a ranfom.” However, though I faw
not thefe things, I found the benefit; 1
obtained mercy. 'The Lord anfwered for
me in the day of my diftrefs; and, blefled
be his name, he who reftored the ring,

(or what was fignified by it), vouchfafes
to keep it. O what an unfpeakable com-

fort is this, that I am not in mine own
keeping. ¢ The Lord is my fthepherd :*
I have been enabled to truft my all in his
hands, and I know in whom I have be-
lieved. Satan ftill defires to have me,
that he might {ift me as wheat ; but my
Saviour has prayed for me, that my faith

may
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may not fail. Here is my {ecurity and
power; a bulwark, againft which the
gates of hell cannor preval. But for
this, many a time and often (3 poflible)
I {hould have ruined myfelf fince my firft
deliverance, nay I fhould fall, and ftum-
ble, and perifh ftill, after all that the

Lord has done for me, if his faithfulnefs
was not engaced in my behalf, to be my
fun and fhield even unto death.—< Blefs
“ the Lord, O my foul?”

Nothing very remarkable occurred in
the foilowing part of that voyage. I re-
turned home December 1743, and {foon
after repeated my vifit to Kens, where I
protracted my fiay in the fame imprudent
manner I had done before, which again
difappointed my father’s defigns in my
favour, and almoft provoked him to dif-
own me. Before any thing fuitable offer-
ed again, I was imprefled (owing entirely

to my own thoughtlefs conduct, which

was
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was all of a piece), and put on board 3
tender ; it was at a critical juncture, when
the French fleets were hovering upon our
coaft, fo that my father was incapable to
procure my releafe. In a few days I was
{ent on board the Harwich man of war at
the Nore: I entered here upon quite a new
fcene of life, and endured much hardfhip
for about a month. My father was then
willing that I fhould remain in the navy,
as a war was daily expeéted, and procured
me a recommendation to the Captain,
who took me upon the quarter-deck as a
midthipman. I had now an eafy life as to

externals, and might have gained refpett;
but my mind was uniettled, and my be-

haviour very indifferent. I here met with
companions who compleced the ruin of
my principles ; and though I alfected to
talk of virtue, and was not {o outwardly
abandoned as afterwards, yet my delight
and habitual practice was wickednefs : my

chief
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chief intimate was a perfon of exceeding
good natural talents, and much obferva-
tion: he was the greateft mafter of what
is-called the freethinking fcheme I remem-

ber to have met with, and knew how to
infinuate his fentiments in the moft plau-

{ible way——And his zeal was equal to his
addrefs ; he could hardly have laboured
more in the caufe, if he had expeted-to
gain heaven by it. Allow me to add,
while I think of it, that this man, whom
I honoured as my mafter, and whofe prac-
tice I adopted fo eagerly, perithed in the
fame way as Lexpetted to have done. I
have been told, that he was overtaken in
a. voyage from: Lifbon with a violent ftorm,
the vefiel and people efcaped, but a.great
fea broke on boeard, and fivept: him' into
etermty.—Thus the Lord: fpares. or pu-
nithes according to his fovereign pleafure!
But to return—I was fond of his.compa-
ny,. and ‘having myfelf a fmattering of

books,
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books, was eager enough to fhew my
reading. He foon perceived my. cafe,

that I had not wholly broke through the
reltraints of conicience, and therefore did

nat fhock me at fiyft with too broad inti-
mations of his defign; he rather, as k

thought, {poke favourably of religion;
but when he had gained my confidence,
he began to fpeak plainer; and perceiving:
my ignorant attachment to the Charaéier-
iftics, he joined 1fue with me upon that .
book, and convinced me that I had never
underftood it, - In a word, he fo plied me
with objeCtions and arguments, that my
deprav:eci heart was foon gained, and E
entered into his plan with. all my fpirit.
Thus, like an unwary. fallor who quits.
his port juft before a rifing ftorm, I re-
nounced the hopes and comforts of the
cofpel, dt the very time when every. other
comfort was about te. fail me.

In.

T AY
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In December 1744 the Harwich was in
the Downs, bound to the Eaft Indies. The
Captain gave me liberty to go on fhore for
a aay, but, without confulting prudence,
or regarding confequences, I took hortfe,
and following the ditates of my reftlefs

paflion, I went to take a laft leave of her
I loved. I had little fatisfaction in the
interview, as I was fenfible that I was

taking patns to multiply my own troubles,
The fhort time I could ftay pafled like a
dream, and on New year’s day 1745, I
took my leave to return to the thip. The
Captain was prevailed on to excufe my
abfence, but this rafh fiep (efpecially as
it was not the firft liberty of the kind I

had taken) highly difpleafed him, and loft
me his favour, which I never recovered.

At length we failed from Spithead with

a very large fleet. We put into Zorday
with a change of wind, but, it returning
fair again, we failed the next day. Seve-
ral
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ral of our flect were loft in attempting to
leave that place; but the following night
the whole flecet was greatly endangered

upon the coaft of Cernwall, by a frorm
from the fouthward. The darknefs of

the night, and the number of the veflels,
occafioned much confufion and damage.
Our thip, though feveral times 1n immi-

nent danger of being run down by other
veflels, efcaped unhurt ; but many {uffer-
ed much, particolarly the Admiral. This
occafioned our putting back to Phmouth.
While we lay at Plymouth, I heard that
my father, who had intereft in.{ome of
the fhips lately loft, was come down to
Torbay. He had a conneftion at that
tine with the African company. I thought
if I could get to him, he might eafily in-
troduce me 1nto that fervice, which would
be better than purluing a long uncertain
voyage to the Eaft Indies. It was a max-
im with me in thole unhappy days, never

E 19
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$0 delideraie : the thought hardly occurred
to me, but I was refolved I would leave
the fhip atall events: 1 did {o, and 1n the
wrongeft manner poffible. I was fent one
day 1n the boat to take care that none of
the people deferted; but I betrayed my
truft, and went off myfelf. I knew not
what road to take, and durft not afk for
fear of being fufpetted; yet having fome
ceneral idea of the country, I guefled
right, and when I had travelled fome miles,
I found upon enquiry that I was on the
road to Dartinouth. All went {moothly
that day, and part of the next ; I walked
apace, and expelted to have been with
my father in about two hours, when I
was met by a {mall party of {foldiers; I
could not avoid or deccive them. They
brought me back to Phymouth; 1 walked
through theftreets guarded like a felon—
My heart was full of indignation, fhame,
and fear.—I was confined two days in the

guard-
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guard-houfe, then fent on board my fhip,
kept a-while in irons, then publicly ftrip-
ped and whipped, after which I was de-
graded from my office, and all my former

companions forbidden to fhew me the leaft
favour, or even to fpeak to me.~As

midfhipman, I had been intitled to fome
command, which (being fufficiently haugh-
ty and vain) I had not been backward to
exert,—I was now in my turn brought

down to a level with the loweft, and ex-
pofed to the infults of all.

And as my prefent fituation was un-
comfortable, my future profpets were
flill worfe 5 the evils I fuffered were likely
to grow heavier every day. While my
cataftrophe was recent, the officers and
my quondam brethren were fomething dif-
pofed to fcreen me from ill ufage s but
during the little time I remained with them
afterwards, I found them cool very faft
in their endeavours to protect me. Indeed

k 2 they
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they could not avoid 1t, without running
a great rifk of fharing with me: for the
Captain, though in general a humane
man, who behaved very well to the thip’s
company, was almoft implacable in his
refentment when he had been greatly of-
fended, and took feveral occafions to thew
himfelf fo to me, and the voyage was ex-
petted to be (as it proved) for five years.
Yet I think nothing I either felt or feared
diftrefled me {fo much, as to fee myfelf
thus forcibly torn away from the objedt
of my affeftions, under a great improba-
bility of feeing her again, and a much
orcater of returning in fuch a manner as
would give me hopes of feeing her mine.
Thus I was as miferable on all hands as
could well be imagined. My breaft was
filled with the moft excruciating paffions,
eager defire, bitter rage, and black de-
{pair.—Every hour expofed me to fome
new infult and hardfhip, with no hope of

relief
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relief or mitigation, no friend to take my
part, or to liften to my complaint. "Whe-
ther I looked inward or outward, I could
perceive nothing but darknefs and mifery.
I think no cafe, cxcept that of a confcience
wounded by the wrath of God, could be
more dreadful than mine; I cannot exprefs

with what wifhfulnefs and regret I caft my
laft looks upon the Englifi fhore; I kept
my eyes fixed upon 1t all the {hip’s dif-

tance encreafing, it infenfibly difappeared ; |
and when I could fee it no longer, I was
tempted to throw mylelf into the fea
which (according to the wicked fyftem I
had adopted) would put a period to all my
forrows at once. - But the fecret hand of
God reftrained me. Help me to praife
him, dear Sir, for his wonderful goodnefs
to the moft unworthy of all his creatures.

I am
Your moft obliged {ervant.

Janvary 15, 1703,
E 3 LET-
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LETTER IV,

Dear Sir,
HOUGH I defired your inftruc-

X. tions as to the manner and extent
~of thefe memotis, I began to write before
I received them, and had almoft finithed
the preceding fheet when your favour of
the 11th came to hand. I fhall find an-
othet occafion to acknowledge my fenfe of
your kind expreflions of friendfhip, which
I pray the Lord I may never give you
caufe to repent or withdraw: at prefent
I thall confine myfelf to what more parti-
cularly relates to the tafk affigned me. I
fhall obey you, Sir, in taking notice of
the little incidents you recall to my me-
mory, and of others of the like nature,
which, without your dire&ion, I fhould

have
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have thought too trivial, and too much
my own to deferve mentioning. When
I began the eight letters, I intended to

fay no more of myfelf than might be ne-

ceflary to illuftrate the wonders of divine
providence and grace 1n the leading turns

of my life; but I account your judgment
q f{ufficient warrant for enlarging my
plan.

Amongft other things, you defired a
more explicit account of the ftate and
progrefs of my courtthip, as it 1s ufually
phrafed. This was the point in which I
thought it efpecially became me to be
very brief; but I {ubmit to you; and this
izems a proper place to refume it, by tel-
ling you how it ftood at the time of my
icaving England. When my inclinations
firft difcovered themielves, both parties
were fo young that no one but myfelf con-
fidered 1t 1n a {erious view. It {ferved for
tea-table talk amongft our friends, and

E 4 nothing
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nothing farther was expelted from it.
But afterwards, when my paffion {eemed
to have abiding effelts, {o that in an 1n-
terval of two years it was not at all abated,
and efpecially as it occafioned me to act
without any regard to prudence or In-
tereft, or my father’s defigns, and as there
was a coolnefs between him and the family,
her parents began to confider 1t as a mat-
ter of confequence ; and when I took my
laft leave of them, her mother, at the

fame time fhe exprefled the moft tender
affeCtion for me, as if I had been her own

child, told me, That though fhe had no
objeftions to make, upon a {uppofition
that at a maturer age there fhould be
a probability of our engaging upon a
prudent profpect; yet as things then

ftood, the thought herfelf obhiged to inter-
fere; and therefore defired I would no

more think of returning to their houle
(unlefs her daughter was from home) till
{uch
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fuch time as I could either prevail with
mylelf entirely to give up my pretenfions,

or could affure her that I had my father’s
exprefs confent to go on. Much depended

was fomething difficulty but though fhe
was young, gay, and quite unpractifed
in fuch matters, fhe was direfted to a hap-
py medium. A pofitive encouragement,
or an abfolute refufal, would have been
attended with equal, though different,
difadvantages. But without much ftudy-
ing about it, I found her always upon
her guard : fhe had penetration to fee her
abfolute power over me, and prudence
to make a proper ufe of it; the would
neither underftand my hints, nor give
me room to come to a dire¢t explanation.
She has faid fince, that from the firft dif-
covery of my regard, and long betore the
thought was agreeable to her, fhe had

often an unaccountable impreflion upon
p her
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her mind, that fooner or later the fhould
be mine. Upon thefe terms we parted.

I now return to my voyage. During
our paflage to Madeira, 1 was a prey to
the moft gloomy thoughts. Though 1
had well deferved all I met with, and the
Captain might have been juftified if he

had carried his refentment ftill farther:
yet my pride at that time {uggefted that 1
had been arofsly injured, and this fo far
wrought upon my wicked heart, that 1
attvally formed defigns againft his life,
and this was one reafon that made me
willing to prolong my own. I was fome-
times divided between the two, not think-
ing 1t practicable to effeét both. The
Lord had now to appearance given me
up to judicial hardnefs; I was capable of
any thing, I had not the leaft fear of
God before my eyes, nor (fo far as I re-
member) the leaft {enfibihity of conicience.
I was poffefied of fo ftrong a {pirit of de-

lufon
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lufion that I belicved my own lye, and
- was firmly perfuaded that after death I
. fhould ceafe to be.—Yet the Lord pre-
ferved me!—Some intervals of fober re-
- flection would at times take place ;- when
- I have chofen death rather than hfe, a ray
~of hope would come in (though there
- was little probability for fuch a hope)
-~ that T fhould yet fee better days, that 1
might again return to Englend, and have
- my withes crowned, if I did not wilfully
- throw mylelf away. Inaword, my love to
- Mis. N*%*¥% ywag now the only reftraint
1 had left; though I neither feared God
~nor regarded men, I could not bear that
fle thould think meanly of me when I was
dead. As in the outward concerns of
life, the weakeft means are often employ-
cd by divine providence to produce great
effetts, beyond their common influence
(as when a difeafe, for inftance, has been
removed by a fright), {o I found it then;

this
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this fingle thought, which had not re-
ftrained me from a thoufand {maller evils,
proved my only and effeCtual barrer
againft the greateft and moft fatal temp-
tations. How long I could have fup-
ported this confli¢t, or what, humanly
{fpeaking, would have been the confe-
quence of my continuing in that fitua-
tion, I cannot fay 3 but the Lord, whom
I little thought of, knew my danger, and
was providing for my deliverance.

‘Two things I had” determined when at
Plyinouth, that I would not go to India,
and that I would go to Guinea; and fuch
indeed was the Lord’s will concerning
me ; but they were to be accomplifhed

in his way, not in my own. We had
been now at Afadeire fome time ; the bu-

finefs of the fleet was compleated, and
we were to fail the following day. On
that memorable morning I was late 1n
bed, and had flept longer, but that one

de

G.
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of the midfhipmen (an old companion)
came down, and, between Jeft and earneft,
bid me rife; and as Idid not immediately
comply, he cut down the hammock or
bed in which I lay, which forced me to
drefs myfelf. I was very angry, but durft
not refent it. I was little aware how
much his caprice affeCted me, and that
this perfon, who had no defign in what he
did, was the meflenger of God’s Frovi-
dence. I faid little, but went upon deck,
where I that moment faw a man putting
his cloaths into a boat, vgho told me he
was going to leave us. Upon enquiring,
I was informeﬁ, that two men from 2a
Guinea thip, which lay near us, had en-

tered on board the Harwich, and that the
Commodore, (the prefent Sir George Po-

cock), had ordered the Captamn to fend
two others in their room. My heart in-
ftantly burned like fire—1 begged the
boat might be detained a few minutes ;

I ran
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I ran to the lieutenants, and entreated
them to intercede with the Captain that 1
might be difmifled upon this occafion.
Though I had been formerly upon ill
terms with thefe officers, and had dilob-
liged them all in their turns; yet they had
pitied my cafe, and were ready to ferve
me now. The Captain, who when we
were at Plymouth had refufed to exchange
me, though at the requeft of Admiral
Medley, was now eafily prevailed on.- I
believe, in little more than half an hour
from my veing afleep in my bed, I faw

myfelf difcharged, and fafe on board an-

other "thip. This was one of the many
critical turns of my life, in which the
Lord was pleafed to difplay his providence
and care, by caufing many unexpected
circumftances to concur in almoft an in-
ftant of time. Thefe fudden opportuni-
ties were feveral times repeated ; each of

them brought me 1nto an entire new {cene
of
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of attion ; and they were ufually delayed
to almoft the laft moment in which they
could have taken place.

The fhip I went on board was bound
to Sierra Leon, and the adjacent parts of
what 1s called the Windward Coaft of Afri-
2. 'The commander, I found, was ac-
quainted with my father ; he received me

very kindly, and made fair profeffions of
affiftance ; and I .believe he would have

been my friend : but without making the
lealt advantage of former miftakes and
troubles, 1 purfued the fame courfe
nay, 1f poffible, I acted much worfe. On
board the Harwich, though my principles
were totally corrupted, yet, as upon my
firft going there I was in fome degree
ltaid and ferious, the remembrance of this
made me afhamed of breaking out in
that notorious manner I could otherwife
have indulged. But now entering amongft
trangers, I could appear without dif-

guife 3
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guife 5 and I well remember, that while I
was pafling from the one fhip to the other,
this was one reafon why I rejoiced in the
exchange, and one refleCtion I made up-
on the occafion, viz. ¢ That I now might
be as abandoned as 1 pieafed, without
“ any controul;” and from this time [
was exceedingly vile indeed, little if any
thing fhort of that animated defcription

of an almoft irrecoverable ftate, which we
have in 2 Peter, 11, 14. 1 not only finned

with a high hand myfelf, but made it my
ftudy to tempt and {educe others upon
every occafion 3 nay, I eagerly fought oc-
cafion, fometimes to my own hazard and
hurt. One natural confequence of this
carriage was, a lofs of the favour of my
new Captain ; not that he was at all reli-
gious, or difliked my wickednefs, any fur-
ther than it affe€ted his intereft ; but 1
became carelefs and difobedient : T did

not pleafe him, becaufe I did not intend
it 5




[ 65 ]

it: and as he was a man of an odd tem-
per likewife, we the more eafily difagreed.
Befides, I had a little of that unlucky wie,
which can do little more than multiply
troubles and enemies to its pofieffor ; and
upon fome imagined affront, I made a
fong, in which I ridiculed his fhip, his
defigns, and his perfon, and foon taught
it to the whole fhip’s company. Such
was the ungrateful return I made for his
offers of friendfhip and protection. 1 had
mentioned no names, but the allufion was
plain, and he was no ftranger either to
the intention or the author——1I fhall
fay no more of this part of my flory;
let 1t be buried in eternal filence.—But
let me not be filent from the praife of
that grace which could pardon, that blood
which could expiate, fuch fins as mine:
Yea, ¢ the Ethiopian may change his {kin,
* and the leopard his fpots,” fince I, who

-~ F was
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was the willing flave of every evil, pof-
fefled with a legion of unclean {pirits,
have been fpared, and faved, and changed,
to ftand as a monument of his almighty
power for ever.

Thus I went on for about {ix months,
by which time the fhip was preparing to
leave the coaft. A few days before fhe
failed, the Captain died. I was not upon
much better terms with his mate, who
now [ucceeded to the command, and had,
upon fome occafion, treated me iil: I
made no doubt, but if I went with him
to the Weft Indies, he would put me on
board a man of war; and this, from what

I had known already, was more dreadiul

to me than death. To avowd 1t, I deter-
mined to remain in Africa, and amufed

myfelf with many golden dreams, that

here I fhould find an opportunity of 1m-
proving my fortune.

There
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There are ftill upon that part of the
“coaft, 2 few white men fettled, (and there
were many more at the time I was firft
therc), whofe bufinels it-was to purchale
flaves, &c. in the rivers and country ad-
jacent, and fell them to the fhips at an
advanced price. One of thele, who at
firft landed in my indigent circumitances,
had acquired confiderable wealth: He
had lately been in England, and was re-
turning in the veflel I was in, of which
he owned a quarter part. s example
imprefled me with hopes of the fame fuc-
cefs ; and upon condition of entering 1n-
to his fervice, I obtained my difcharge.
I had not the precaution to make any
terms, but trufted to his generofity. 1
recetved no compenfation for my time
on board the fhip, but a bill upon the
owners in England, which was never
paid, for they failed before my return,

F 2 The
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The day the veflel failed, I landed upon
the ifland of Bewnanoes, with hittle more
than the cloaths upon my back, as if 1

had efcaped fhipwreck.

I am,

Dear S,
Yours, &ec.

January 17. 1763,

LETTER
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LETTER V.

Dear Sir,

HERE feems an important inftruc-
tion, and of frequent ufe, in thefe

words of our dear Lord, ¢ Mine hour is
“ not yet come.” The two following years,

of which I am now to give fome account,

will feem as an abfolute blank in a very
fhort life : but as the Lord’s hour of"

grace was not yet come, and I was to
have ftill deeper experience of the dread-
ful ftate of the heart of man when left to
itfelf ; I have feen frequent caufe fince to
admire the mercy of the Lord, in ba-
nifhing me to thofe diftant parts, and al-
moft excluding me from human fociety,

at a time when I was big with mifchief,
and, like one infected with a peflilence,

| N Was
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was capable of fpreading a taint where-
ever I went. Had my affairs taken a
different turn, had I fucceeded in my
defiens, and remained in Eiglend, my
fad ftory would probably have been worle.

Worfe in myfelf, indeed, I could have
hardly been; but. my wickednefs would

have had greater fcope : I might have
been very hurtful to others, and multi-
plied irreparablc evils, But the Lord

wifely placed me where I could do lttle
harm.” The few I had to converfe with

werc too much like mylfelf, and 1 was
foon brought into fuch abject circum-
ftances, that I was too low to have any
influcnce. . I was rather thunned and de-
{pifed, than imitated ; there being few,
even of the negroes themielves, (dturinrg
the firt year of my refidence among
them), but thought themfelves too good
to {peak to me. I was as yet an “ outcalt
¢ lying 1n my blood,” (Ezek. xv1.) and, to

all
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all appearance, expofed to perifh.—But
the Lord beheld me with mercy—he did
not ftrike me to hell, as I jultly deferved;
“ he paffed by me when I was in my blood,
“ and bid me live.” But the appointed

time for the manifeftation of his love, t0
cover all my iniquities with the robe of

his righteoufnefs, and to admit me to the
privileges of his children, was not ull long
afterwards ; yet even now he bid me /e,
and I can only afcribe it to his fecret up-
holding power, that what I {fuftered in a
part of this interval, did not bereave me
either of my life orfenfes : yet, as by
thefe fufferings the force of my.evil ex-
amples and inclinations was leffened, I
have reafon to account them amongft my
mercies.

It may not perhaps be amifs to digrefs
for a few lines, and give you a very brief

fketch of the geography of the circuit 1

was now confined to, efpecially as I may
Fa have



have frequent occafion to referto places
I fhall now mention ; for my trade after-

wards, when the Lord gave me to fee
better days, was chiefly to the fame

places, and with the fame perfons, where
and by whom I had been confidered as
upon a level with their meaneft {laves.
Y¥rom Cape de Verd, the moft weftern point
of Africa, to Cape Mount, the whole coalt
is full of rivers ; the principal are Gambia,
Rio Graunde, Sierra Leon, and Sherbro. Of
the former, as it is well known, and I was
never there, I need fay nothing. The
Rio Grande (like the Nile) divides 1nto
many branches near the fea. On the moft
northerly, called Cacheo, the Portuguele
have a fettlement. The moft fouthern
branch, known by the name of Rio Nuna,
1s, or then was, the ufual boundary of the
white men’s trade northward. Sierre Le-
o is a mountainous peninfula, uninhabat-

ed, and I belicve inacceflible upon ac-
count
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count of the thick woods, excepting thofe
parts which lie near the water. The 1i-

ver 1s large and navigable. From hence,
about twelve leagues to the fouth-eaft,

are three contiguous iflands, called the
Benances, about twenty miles 1n circuit :
this was about the centre of the white
men’s refidence. Seven leagues farther,
the fame way, lic the Plantanes, three
{mall iflands, two miles diftant from the
contincnt at the point, which form one
fide of the Sherdro. 'This nver 1s morc
properly a found, running within a long
ifland, and receiving the confluence of
feveral large rivers, ¢ rvers unknown fo
““ fong,” but far more deeply engraven in
my remembrance, than the Po or Tyber.
The fouthermoft of thefe has a very pe-
culiar courfe, almoft parallel to the coat ;
fo that in tracing it a great many leagues
upwards, it will feldom lead one above

three miles, and fometimes not more than
half
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half a mile from the fea fhore. Indeed I
know not but that all thefe rivers may

have communications with cach other,
and with the fea in many places, which I
have not remarked. It you caft your
eyes upon a large map of Africa, while
you are reading this, you will have a ge-
neral idea of the country I was in; for
though the maps are very incorrect, moft
of the places I have mentioned are 1n-
{ferted, and in the fame order as I have
- named them.

My new mafter had formerly refided
near Cape Mount, but he now {ettled at

the Plantanes, upon the largeflt of the
three iflands. It is a low fandy 1fland,
about two miles 1n circumiference, and
almoft covered with palm-trees. 'We 1m-
mediately began to build a houfe, and to
enter upon trade. I had now fome defire
to retrieve my loft time, and to excrt

diligence in what was beforc me ; and he
Was
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was a man with whom I might have lLived
«olerably well, if he had .not been foon
nfnenced againft me : but he was much
under the direction of a black woman,
who lived with him as a wite. She was
+ perfon of fome confequence 11 her own
country, and he owed lus-firlt nfe to her
intcreft.  This woman (L know not for
what reafon) was ftrangely prejudiced
sgaintt me from the firfty and what made
it ftiil worfe for me, was a {evere fit of
ilnefs, which attacked me very {oon, be-
forc 1 had opportunity to fhew what I
could-or would do in his fervice. T was
fick when he failed in a fhalop to Ris
Nuia, and he left me in her hands. At
frft T was taken {ome care of ; but as [
did not recover very foon, {he grew weary;
and entirely negleCted me. I had fome-
times not a little difficulty to procure a
draught of cold water, when burning
with a fever, My bed was a mat, fpread

upon
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upon a board or cheft, and a log of wood
my pillow. When my fever left me,
and my appetite returned, I would glad-
ly have eaten, but there was no one
gave unto me. She lived in plenty her-
felf, but hardly allowed me fufficient to
{uftain ife, except now and then, when
in the higheft good humour, the would
fend me victuals in her own plate after
fhe had dined ; and this (fo greatly was

my pride humbled) I received with thanks
and eagernefs, as the moft needy beggar

does an alms. Once, 1 well remember,
I was called to receive this bounty from
her own hand, but being exceedingly
weak and feeble, I dropped the plate.
Thofe who live 1n plenty can hardly con-
ceive how this lofs touched me ; but fhe
had the cruelty to laugh at my difap-
pointment ; and though the table was
covered with difhes, (for the lived much
in the Eurcpean manner) fhe refufed to

alve
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- give me any more. My diftrefs has been
~ at times fo great, as to compel me to go
by night, and pull up roots in the plan-
tationy (though at the rifk of being pu-
nifhed as a thief), which I have eaten
raw upon the fpot, for fear of difcovery.
The roots I {peak of are very wholefome
food, when boiled or roafted, butas unfit
to be eaten raw 1n any quantity as a po-
toe. The confequence of this diet,
which, after the firft experiment, I always
expetted, and feldom miflfed, was the
fame as if I had taken tartar emetic 4 fo
that I have often returned as empty as I
went : yet neceflity urged me to repeat
the trial feveral times. I have {ometimes
been relieved by ftrangers; nay even by
the flaves in the chain, who have fecretly
brought me victuals, (for they durft not
be feen to do it), from their own flender
pitance,  Next to prefling want, nothing
fits harder upon the mind than Jfeorz and

contempt ;
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conterapt 3 and of this likewife I had an
abundant meafure. When 1 was very
flowly recovering, this woman would
{fometimes pay me a vilit, not to pity or
relieve, but to infuit me. She woull
call me worthlefs and indolent, and com-
pel me to walk, which, when I could
hardly do, fhe would fet her attendanis to
mimic my motion, to ciap their hands,
laugh, throw limes at me; or, if they
chofe, to throw ftones, (as I think was
the cafe once or twice), they were not re-

buked : but in general, though all who
depended on her favour muft join in her

treatment, yet, when fhe was out of fight,

I was rather pitied than {corned by the
meansft of her flaves. At length my

mafter returned from his voyage ; I com-
plained of 1ll ulage, but he could. not be-
lieve me ; and as I did it in her hearing,
I fared no better for it. But in his fe-

cond voyage he took me with him., We I
did
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did pretty well for a while, till a brother
trader he met in the river perfuaded him
that I was unfaithful, and ftole his goods

in the night, or when he was on -fhore.

This was alinoft the only vice I could not
be juftly charged with : the only remains
of a good education 1 could boalt of, was,
what 15 commonly called bowefty ; and as
far as he had entrufted me, I had been
Always true ; and though my great di-
trefs might, in fome meafure, have ex-
cufed 1t, I never once thought of de-
frauding him in the fmalleft matter. How-
ever the charge was believed, and I con-
demned without evidence. From that
ume ke likewife ufed me very hardly-
whenever he left the veflel, I was locked
upon deck, with a pint of rice for my
day’s allowance ; and if he ftaid longer,
1 had no relief till his return. Indeed |
believe I fhould have been nearly ftarved,
but for an opportunity Qf catching fith

fome-
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fometimes. When fowls were killed for
his own ufe, I {feldom was allowed any

part but the intrails, to bait my hooks

with : and at what we call flack water,
that is, about the changing of the tdes,

when the current was ftill, I ufed gene-
rally to fifh, (for at other times it was
not practicable), and I very often fuc-
ceeded. If I faw a fifh upon my hook,
my joy was lhittle lefs than apy other per-
{fon may have found in the accomplifh-
ment of the icheme he had moft at heart.
Such a fifh, haftily broiled, or rather half
burnt, without fauce, falt, or bread, has
afforded me a delicious meal. If I caught
none, I might (if I could) fleep away my
hunger till the next return of flack wa-
ter, and then try again. Nor did I fuffer
lefs from the inclemency of the weather,
and the want of cloaths. The rainy fea-
fon was now advancing ; my whole fuit
was a fhirt, a pair of trowfers, a cotton

hand-
3
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handkerchief inftead of a cap, and a
cotton cloth about two yards long, to
fupply the want of upper garments; and
thus accoutred I have been expofed for
20, 30, perhaps near 40 hours together
in inceffant rains, accompanied with ftron o
gales of wind, without the leaft fhelter,
when my mafter was on fhore. I feel to
this day fome faint returns of the violent

pains I then contratted. The exceffive
cold and wet I endured in that voyage,

and {o foon after I had recovered from 2

long ficknels, quite broke my conftitu-
tion and my {puits; the latter were foon
reftored, but the effeéts of the former ftil
remain with me, as a needful memento of
the fervice and the wages of fin.

In about two months we returned, and
then the reft of the time I remained with
him was chiefly fpent at the Plentanes,
under the fame regimen as I have already
mentioned. My haughty heart was now

G brought
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brought down, not to a wholefome re'pen-:
tance, not to the language of the prodi-
gal; this was far from me; but my {pirits
were funk s I loft all refolution, and alimoft
all reflettion. I had loft the fiercenefs
which fired me when on board the Her-
wich, and which made me capable of the
moft defperate attempts; but I was no
further changed than a tyger tamed by
hunger—remove the occafion, and he will
be as wild as cver.

One thing, though f{trange, is moft
true. Though deftitute of food and
cloathing, deprefied to a degree beyond
common wretchednefs, I could fometimes
colie®t my mind to mathematical ftudies.
I had bought Bariew’s Euclid at Plymouth;
it was the only volume I brought on fhore;
it was always with me, and I ufed to take
it to remote corners of the ifland by the
{fca-fide, and draw my diagrams with 2

long ftick upon the fand. Thus I often

beguiled
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beguiled my forrows, and almoft forgot
my feeling—and thus, without any other
afliftance, I made myfelf in a good mea-

fure mafler of the firft fix books of Eu-
cid. I am

Yours, as before,

17 January 1763.

G2 I, E T-
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LETTER VL

Dear Sir,

THERE 18 much piety and {pirit
in the grateful acknowledgement of
Yacob, < with my ftaff I pafled this for-
< dan, and now I am become two bands.”
They are words which ought to affect
me with a peculiar emotion. 1 remem-
ber that fome of thofe mournful days, to

which my laft letter refers, I was bufied
in planting fome fime or lemon-trees.  The

plants I put in the cround were no longes
than a young goofberiy bufh; my mafter
and his miftrefs pafling by the place, ftop-
ped a while to look at mej atlaft, ¢ Who
« knows, fays he, who knows but by
« the time thefe trees grow up and bear,

« you may go home 1o Exgland, obtan
« the
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“ the command of a fhip, and return to
« reap the fruit of your labours; we fee

« ftrange things fometimes happen.”
This, as he 1ntended 1t, was a cutting far-
cafm. I believe he thought 1t full as pro-
bable that I thould live to be King of Po-
Jaird 5 yet 1t proved a prediction, and they
(one of them at leaft) lived ro fee me re-
turn from England, n the capacity he had
mentioned, and pluck fome of the firft
limes from thofe very trees. How can
I proceed in my relation till 1 raife a mo-
nument to the divine goodnefs, by com-
paring the circumftances in which the
Lord has fince placed me, with what 1
was at that time ! Flad you feen me, S,
then go fo penfive and folitary in the
dead of night to wafh my one ibirt upon
the rocks, and afterwards put 1t on wet,
that it might dry upon my back while 1
flept; had you feen me fo poor a higure,
that when a fhip’s boat came to the ifland,

G 3 fhame
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fhame often cenftrained me to hide” my-
felf in the woods from the fight of firang-
ers; efpecially had you known that my
condudt, principles, and heart, were ftill
darizer than my outward condition—how
litilc would you have wumagined that one,
who fo fully anfwered to the * suynror ra
uissyles of the Apoftle, was referved to
be fo peculiar an inftance of the provi-
dential care, and exuberant goodnefs of
God. There was at that time but one
earneft defire n my heart, which was not
contrary and fhocking, both to religion
and reafon 5 that owe defire, though my
vile licentious life rendered me peculiarly
unworthy of fuccefs, and though a thou-
fand difficulties feemed to render it im-
pofiible, the Lord was plealed to gratify.
But this favour, though great, and greatly
prized, was a fmall thing compared to
the bleflings of his grace: he fpared me,

* Hatefu), and hating one another.
{0
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to give me ‘¢ the knowledge of himfelfy
““ in the perfon of Jefus Chrift;” in love
to my foul, he delivered mefrom the pic
of corruption, and calt all my agoravat-
ed fins behind his back. He brought
my tect into the paths of pcace.mTllis 1S
indeed the chief article, but it i1s not the
whole. 'When he made me acceptable
to himfelf in the beloved, he gave me
favour in the fight of others. He raifed
me new friends, prote¢ted and guided
me through a long feries of dangers, and
crowned every day with repeated mercies,
To him I owe 1t that I am {till alive, and
that I am not ftull living in hunger, and
in thirft, and 1n nakednefs, and the want
of all things: into that ftate 1 brought
myfelf, burit was He delivered me. He

has given me an ealy fituation mn life,
fome experimental knowledge of his gof-

pel, a large acquaintance amongit his
people, a friendfhip and correfpondence
G 4 with
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witn feveral of his moft honoured fer-
vants.—DBut 1t 1s as difficult to enumerate
my prefent advantages, as it is fully to
defcribe the evils and miferies of the pre-
ceding contraft.

I know not exaltly how long things

continued with me thus, but I believe
near a twelvemonth. In this interval 1

wrote two or three times to my father; I
gave hum an account of my condition, and
defired his affiftance; intimating, at the
{ame time, that I had refolved not to re-
turn to Euglend, unlefs he was pleafed to
{end for me: I have likewile letters by
me wrote to Mrs. in that difmal
period 5 fo that at the loweft ebb it feems
I il retained a hope of {eeing her again.

My father applied to his friend in L:-
verpocie, of whom I have {poken before,
who gave orders accordingly to a Captain
of his, who was then fitting out for Gam-
bie and Sicrra Leon,

Some
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Some time within the year, as I have

faid, T obtained my mafter’s confent to
live with another trader, who dwelt upon

the fame 1fland. Without his confent I
could not be taken, and he was unwilling
to <o it fooner, but it was then brought
about. This was an alteration much to
my advantage ; I was foon decegtly cloth-
ed, lived in plenty, was confidered as a
companion, and trufted with the care of
all his domeftic effets, which were to the
amount of fome thcufand pounds. This
man had feveral faltories and white fer-
vants in different places, particularly one
i Kitiziz, the river 1 fpoke of which
runs {o near along the fea-coaft. I was
foon appointed to go there, where I had
a fhare in the management of bufinels
jointly with another of his fervants: we
lived as we pleafed, bufinefs flounithed,
and our employer was fausfied. Here

I began to be wretch enough to think
myleif
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mylelf Zappy. There is a fignificant phrafc
frequently ufed in thofe parts, That fuch
a white man is grown black. It does not
intend an alteration of complexion, but
difpofition. I have known feveral who,
fettling 1in Africe after the age of 30 or
40, have, at that ume of life, been gra-
dually affimilated to the tempers, cuftoms,
and ceremonies of the natives, fo far as
to prefer that country to Englend ; they
have even become dupes to all the pre-
tended charms, necromancies, amulets,
and divinations of the blinded negrocs,
and put more truft in {fuch things than the
wifer fort among the natives, A part of
this {pirit of infatuation was growing upon
me (in time perhaps I might have yielded
to the whole); I entered into clofer engage-
ments with the inhabitants, and fhould

have lived and died a wretch amongit
them, if the Lord had not watched over

me for good. Not that I had loft thofe
1deas
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ideas which chiefly engaced my heart to
England, but defpair of feeing them ac-
complithed made me willing to remain
where I was. I thought I could more
calily bear the difappointment 1n this fitu-
ation than nearer home. But {fo {oon as
[ had fixed my connections and plans with

thefe views, the Lord providentially in-
terpofed to break them 1n pieces, and
fave me from ruin in fpite of myfelf.

In the mean time, the fhip that had
orders to bring me home, arrived at Seerve
Lcoz: the Captain made enquiry for me
there and at the Bsweitasy but underftand-
ing that T was at a great diftance in the
country, he thought no more about me.
Without doubt the hand of God directed
my being placed at Kittam juft at this
tine; for as the fhip came no nearer
than the Bewanas, and ftaid but a few
days, if I had been at the Plantanes 1

covid not perhaps have heard of her till
{he
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fhe had been failed. The fame muft have
certainly been the event, had I been fent
to any other factory, of which my new
mafter had feveral upon different rivers.
But though the place I was at was a long
way up a river, much more than a hun-
dred miles diltance from the Plautasnes,

yet by the peculiar fituation which I have
already noticed, I was {till within a mile

of the fea-coaft. To make the interpofi-
tion more remarkable, I was at that very
junéture going 1n queft of trade, to a place
at fome diftance direltly from the fea,

and fhould have fet out a day or two be-
fore, butihat we waited for a few arucles
from the next thip that offcred, to com-
pleat the affortment of goods I was to take
with me, We ufed fometimes to walk
to the beach, 1a expeftation of feeing 2
veilel pafs by ; but this was very precari-
ous, as at that time the place was not at
all reforted to by fhips for trade. Many

~, .1

) Dael
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paffed in the night, others kept at a con-
fiderable diftance from the fhore. In a
word, I do not know that any one had
ftopped while I was there, though fome
had before, upen oblerving a fignal made
from the fhore.  In Fediruary 1747 (1know
not the exact day) my fellow-fervant walk-
ing down to the beach n the forenoon,
faw a veflel failing paft, and made a fmoke
in token of trade. She was already a httle
beyond the place, and as the wind was
fair, the Captain was 1n fome demur whe-
ther to ftop or not; however, had my
companion been half an hour later; fhe
vould have been gone beyond recall ; but

he foon faw her come to an anchor,
and went on board i a canoe ; and this
proved the very fbip 1 have fpcken of.

One of the frft queftions he was atked

was concerning e, and when tae Cap-

rain underftoocd I was {o near, he came

on fhore to deliver his meffzge.  Had an

e
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invitation from home reached me when 1
was fick and ftarving at the Plantanes, I
fhould have recétved it as life from the
dead; but now, for the rcafons already
otven, I heard it at firft with indifference.

The Captain, unwilling to lofe me, told a
ftory altogether of his own framing; he

cave me a very plaufible account how he

had miffed a large packet of letters and
papers which he thould have brought with
him ; bucr this, he faid, he was {ure of,
having had it from my father’s own mouth,
as well as {rom his employer, that a per-
fon lately dead had left me go00l. per an-
num, adding further, that if 1 was any
ways embarrafled In my circumitances,
he had exprefs orders to redeem me, the'
1t fhould coft one half of his cargo. Every
particular of this was falfe; nor could I
myfelf believe what he faid about the
eftate ; but as I had fome expe@ations
from an aged relation, I thought a par

of
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of it might be true. But I was not long
in fufpenfe ; for though my father’s care
and defire to fee me had too little weight
with me, and would have been infufficient

to make me quit my retreat, yet the re-
membrance of Mrs, ————, the hopes

of feeing her, and the poffibility that ac-
cepting this offer, might once more put
me in a way of gaining her hand, pre-
valled over all other confiderations. The

- Captain further promifed (and in this he

kept his word) that I fhould lodge in his
cabbin, dine at his table, and be his con-

tant companion, without expecting any
fervice from me. And thus I was f{ud-

denly freed from a captivity of about fifteen
months. I had neither a thought nor a
defire of this change one hour before it

ook place. I embarked with him, and
in a few hours loft fight of Kittam.

How much is their blindnels to be pitied
who can fee nothing but chance N events

of
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of this fort! {o blind and ftupid was I
at that time: I made no refleétion, I
fought no direCtion 1n what had happen-
ed : like a wave of the fea driven with
the wind, and toffed, I was governed by
nrefent appearances, and looked no far-
ther. But be, who 15 eyes to the blind,
was leading mc 1n 2 way that I knew not.
Now Iam 1n fome meafure enlightened,

I can ealily perceive, thatitisin the adjuft-
ment aixl concuirence of thefe {feemingly
fortuitous circumitances, that the ruling 5
power and wifdom of God is moft evidently |
difplayed in human affairs. How many
Auch cafual events may we remark in the
hiftory of Fofeph, which had each a necef
{ary influence in his enfming promotion'
If he had not dreamed, or if he had not
told his dream ;—1f the Midianites had
paffed by a day fooner, or a day later; i
they had fold him to any perfon but Pet
phary 1t his miftrefs had been a better
Wwomar,
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woman, if Pharaok’s officers had not dif-
pleafed their Lord ; or if any, or all thefe
things had fell out in any other manner or
time than they did, all that followed had
been prevented ; the promifes and pur-
poles of God concerning Ifrael, their bon-

dage, deliverances, polity, and fettlement,
muft have failed : and as all thefe_things

tended to and centered in Chrift, the pro-
mifed Saviour; the defire of all nations.
would not have appeared. Mankind had

been ftill in their fins, without hope, and
the counfels of God’s_eternal love, in fa-
vour of finners, defeated. Thus we may
fee a conneftion between Fofeph’s firdl
dream and the death of our Lord Chnit,
with all 1ts glorious confequences. So
ftrong, though fecret, 1s the concatenation
between the greateft and the fmallefi events.
What a comfortable thought 1s this to a
believer, to know, that amidft all the va-
rious interfering defigns of men, the Lord

H has
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has one conftant defign, which he cannot,
will not mifs, namely, his own glory in
the compleat falvation of his people 5 and
that he is wife, and ftrong, and faithful, to

make even thofe things which feem con-
trary to this deflign, {ubfervient to pro-

mote 1t. You have allowed me to com-

ment upon my own text, yet the length of
this obfervation may need fome apology.

Believe me to be, with great refpedt,
Dear Sir,

Your affe€tionate and oblieed Servant,

January 18, 1763

LETTER
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LETTER VIL

Dear Sir,

HE fhip I was now on board, as a

- paffenger, was on a trading voyage

for gold, ivory, dyers-wood, and bees-wax.
It requires much longer time to collect 2
cargo of this fort, than of flaves. The
Captain began his trade at Gambia, had
been already four or five months in Afri-
¢z, and continued there a year, or there-
abouts, after I was with him ; in which
time we ranged the whole coaft, as far as
Cape Lopez, which lies about a degree
fouth of the Equinoétial, and more than
a thoufand miles farther from ZEugland
than the place where I embarked. I
have little to offer worthy your natice i
the courfe of this tedious voyage. 1 had
H 2 no
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no bufinefs to employ my thoughts, bus
fometimes amufed mylelf with mathbema-
11cs : excepting this, my whole life, when
awake, was a courfe of moft horrid impi-
ety and profanenefs. I know not that I
have ever fince met fo daring a blaf-
phemer : not content with common oaths
and imprecations, I daily invented new
ones; fo that T was often ferioufly re-
proved by the Captain, who was himfelf

a very paffionate man, and not at all cir-
cumfpect in his expreflions, From the
relation I at times made him of my paft
adventures, and what he faw of my con-
dud, and efpecially towards the clofe of
the voyage, when we met with many dif-
afters, he would often tell me, that, to
his great grief, he had a ¥onah on board;
that a curfe attended me wherever I
went and.that all the troubles he met
with in the voyage, were owing to his
having taken me into the veffel. 1 fhall
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omit any further particulars, and after
mentioning an inftance or two of the

Lord’s mercy to-me, while I was thus de-
fying his power and patience, I fhall pro-
ceed to fomething more worthy your
perufal,

Although I lived long in the excefs of

almoft every other extravagance, I never
was fond of drinking ; and my father has

9

often been heard to fay, that while I
avoided drunkennefs, he fhould ftill en-
tertain hopes of my recovery. But {fome-
times I would promote a drinking-bout,
for a frolic fake, as I termed it for
though I did not love the liquor, I was
fold to do iniquity, and delighted- in mif-
chief. The laft abominable frolic of this
fort T engaged in, was in the river Gabon 3

the propofal and expence were my own.
Four or five of us one evening {at down

upon deck, to fee who could hold -out
longeft in drinking geneva and rum zl-
H 3 ternately :
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ternately : a large fea-fhell fupplied the
place of a glafs. I was very unfit for a
challenge of this fort; for my head

was always incapable of bearing much

ftrong drink. However, 1 began, and
propofed the ficft toaft, which 1 well re-
member was {fome imprecation againft the

perfon who thould flars firft.—This pro-

ved to be myfeli—My brain was foon
fired—I arofe, and danced about the deck

lixe 2 madman ; and while I was thus di-
verting my <companions, my hat went
overboard. By the light of the moon I
faw the fhip’s boat, and eagerly threw
mylelf over the fide to get into her, that
1 might recover my hat. My fight in that
circumitance deceived me; for the boat
was not within my reach, as I thought,
but perhaps twenty feet from the fhip’s
fide. 1 was, however, half over-board,
and fhould in one moment more have
plunged myfelf into the water, when

2 {ome-
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fomebody catched hold of my cloaths
behind, and pulled me back. This was
an amazing efcape ; for I could not fwim
it 1 had been fober ; the tide ran very
ftrong ; my companions were too much
intoxicated to fave me; and the reft of
the fhip’s company were afleep. So near
1 was to appearance of perithing in that
dreadful condition, and finking into eter-
nity under the weight of my own curfe.
Another time, at Cape Lopez, fome of
us had been in the woods, and fhot a
buffale, or wild cow : we brought a part of
it on board, and carefully marked the

place (as I thought) where we left the
remainder. In the evening we returned

to fetch it, but we fet out too late. I
undertook to be the guide, but night
coming on- before we could reach the
piace, we loft our way.—~Sometimes we
were 1n {fwamps, up to the middle in wa-
ter, and when we recovered dry land, we

H 4 could
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could not tell whether we were walking
towards the fhip, or wandering farther
from her.—Every ftep increafed our un-
certainty.~~The night grew darker, and
we were entangled in inextricable woods,
where perhaps the foot of man had never
trod before. That part of the country 1s

Intirely abandoned to wild beafts, with
which it prodigioufly abounds. We were
indeed in a terrible cafe, having neither
light, food, or arms, and expefting a ty-
ger to rufh from behind every tree. The
ftars were clouded, and we had no com-
pals, to form a judgment which way we
were going.  Had things continued thus,

we had probably perifhed ; but 1t pleafed
God, no bealt came near us; and after

fome hours perplexity, the moon arofe,
and pointed out the eaftern quarter. It
appeared then, as we had expected, that
inftead of drawing nearer to the fea-fide,
we had been penetrating into the country;

but
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but by the guidance of the moon we at
length came to the water-fide, a confider-
able diftance from the fhip. We oot
fate on board, without any other inconve-

nience than what we {uffered from fear
and fatigue.

Thole, and many other deliverances,
were all at that time entirely loft upon
me. The admonitions of confcience,
which, from fucceflive repulfes, had grown
weaker and weaker, at length entirely
ceafed ; and for a fpace of many months,

if not for fome years, 1 cannot recollect
that I had a fingle check of that fort.
At times I have been vifited with fick-
nefs, and have believed myfelf near to
death 3 but I had not the lealt concern
about the confequences. In a word, I
feemed to have every mark of final impe-
nitence and rejection 3 nexther judgments

nor mercies made the leaft impreffion on
me,

At
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At length, our bufinefs finithed, we left
Cape Lopex, and after a few days ftay at
the ifland of Awnabona, to lay in provi-
fions, we failed homewards, about the be-
oinning of Fanuary 1748. From Aunabona
to England, without touching at any In-
termediate port, 1s a very long naviga-
tion, perhaps more than feven thoufand
miles, if we include the circuits necefla-
ry to be made on account of the trade-
winds. We failed firft weftward, till
near the coaft of Brezil, then north-
wards, to the banks of Newfoundland,
with the ufual variations of wind and wea-
ther, and without meeting any thing ex-
traordinary. On thefe banks we ftopped
half a day to fith for cod : this was then
chiefly for diverfion; we had provifions
enough, and little expe@ed thofe fifh (as
it afterwards proved) would be all we
fhould have to fubfift on. We left the
banks March 1, with a hard gale of wind

weiterly,
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I hould here obferve, that with the length

of this voyage i1n a hot climate, the vefiel
was greatly out of repair, and very unfit

to fupport {tormy weather: the fails and
cordage were likewile very much worn

out, and many fuch circumitances con-
curred, to render what followed more
dangerous. 1 think it was on the ninth
of March, the day before our cataftrophe,
that I felt a thought pafs through my
mind, which I had long been a ftranger
to. Among the few books we had on
board, one was Stanbope’s Thowmas & Kem-
pis : I carelefsly took 1t up, as I had of-
ten done before, to pafs away the time ;
but 1 had ftill read 1t with the fame in-
difference, as if it was entirely a romance.
However, while I was reading this time,
an involuntary fuggeftion arofe in my mind,
What if thefe things fhould be trve ? 1
could not bear the force of the inference,

as
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as it related to mylelf, and therefore fhut
the book prefently. My confcience wit.
neffed againft me once more, and I con-
cluded, that, true or falle, I mult abide
the confequences of my own choice. |
put an abrupt end to thefe reflections, by
joining in with fome vain converfation or
other that came 1n my way.

But now the Lord’s time was come, and
the convittion I was fo unwilling to re-
ceive, was deeply imprefled upon me, by
an awful difpenfation. I went to bed that
night in my ufual fecurity and indiffe-

rence, but was awaked from a found {leep
by the force of a violent fea, which broke

on board us. So much of it came down

below, as filled the cabin I lay in with
water. This alarm was followed by a cry
from the deck, that the fhip was going
down, or finking. As foon as I could
recover myfelf, 1 effayed to go upon deck,

but was met upon the ladder by the Cap-
tain,
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cain, who defired me to bring a knife with
me. While I returned for the knife, an-
other perfon went up in my room, who
was inftantly wafhed overboard. 'We had
no leifure to lament him, nor did we ex-
pect to furvive him long ; for we foon
found the fhip was filling with water very
faft. The fea had torn away the upper
umbers on one fide, and made a mere
wreck in a few minutes. I ihall not af-
fect to defcribe this difafter in the marine
diale¢t, which would be underftood by
few ; and therefore I can give you but a
very 1inadequate 1dea of it. Taken in all
circumitances it was aftonithing, and al-

moft miraculous, that any of us furvived
to relate the ftory. We had immediate

recourfe to the pumps, but the water in-
creafed againft our efforts: fome of us

were fet to bailing in another part of the
veflel, that is, to lade it out with buckets
and pails, We had but eleven or twelve

people
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people to fuftain this fervice 5 and not.
withftanding all we could do, the was full,

or very near it ; and then with a common
cargo fhe mult have {unk of courfe : but

we had a great quantity of bees-wax and
wood on board, which were {pecifically
lighter than the water; and as it pleafed
God that we received this fhock in the
very crifis of the gale, towards morn-
ing, we were enabled to employ fome
means for our fafety, which fucceeded
beyond hope. In about an hour’s time
the day began to break, and the wind
abated. We expended moft of our cloaths
and bedding to ftop the leaks, (though
the weather was exceeding cold, efpecially
to us, who had fo lately left a hot cli-
mate), over thefe we nailed pieces of
boards, and at laft perceived the water
abate. At the beginning of this hurry |

was little affeted ; I pumped hatd, and

endeavoured to animate myfelf and my
com-



R

companions : I told one of them, that in
a few days this diftrefs would {erve us to

talk of over a glafs of wine : but he be-
ing a lefs hardened finner than myfelf, re.
plied with tears, ¢ No, 1t is too late now.”
About nine o’clock, being almoft {pent
with cold and labour, I went to fpeak
with the Captain, who was bufied elfe-
where, and juft as I was returning from
him, I faid, almoft without any meaning,
“ If this will notdo, the Lord have mercy
“upon us.” This, (though fpoken with
hittle reflettion) was the firft defire 1 had
breathed for mercy for the fpace of many
years. 1 was inftantly ftruck with my
own words, and as Febz {aid once, What
bat thon to do with peace? {o 1t directly

occurred, W hat mercy can there be for me 2
I was obliged to return to the pump, and

there I continued till noon, almoft every

pafling wave breaking over my head;
but we made ourlelves faft with ropes,

that
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that we might not be wathed away. In-
deed I expected, that every time the vel-
{el defcended 1n the fea, {he would rife no
more; and though I dreaded death #sw,
and my heart foreboded the worft, if the
{criptures, which I had long fince oppo-
fed, were indeed true ; yet ftill T was but

half convinced, and remained for a {pace

of time in a fullen frame, a mixture of

defpair and 1mpatience. I thought, if the
Chriftian religion was true, I could not
be forgiven ; and was therefore expecting,
and almoft, at times, wifhing to know the
worft of it.

I am,
Str,
Yours,

January 19. 1763,

LETTER
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LETTER VIIL

Dear Sir,

HE r1oth (that 1s in the prefent

ftile the 21ft) of March, is a day
much to be remembered by me, and 1
have never- {uffered it to pafs wholly un-
noticed fince the year 1748. On that day
the Lord fent from an high and delivered
me out of deep waters.—I continued at
the pump from #hree in the imorning ull near
aoon, and then I could do no more. 1
went and lay down upon my bed, uncer-
tain, and almoft indifferent, whether I
thould rife agam, In an hour’s time I
was called, and not being able to pump,
I went to the helm, and fteered the fhip
tull midnight, excepiing 2 fmall interval
for refrefhment. 1 had here leifure and

I Con-
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convenient opportunity for refleCtion:
I began to think of my former religious
profeflions, the extraordinary turns in my
hife ; the calls, warnings, and dehverances
I had met with, the licentious courfe of my

converfation, particularly my unparalleled

effrontery in making the gofpel hiftory
(which I could not now be fure was falfe,

though I was not as yet affured 1t was true)
the conftant fubje& of profane ridicule. I
thought, allowing the feripture premifies,
there never was nor could be {uch a finner
as myfelf, and then comparing the advan-
tages I had broken through, I concluded
at firft that my fins were too great to be
forgiven. The feripture likewife feemed
to {ay the fame, for I had formerly been

well acquainted with the Bible, and ma-
ny paflfages upon this occafion returned

upon my memory, particularly thofe aw-
ful paflages, Prov. i. 24~—31. Heb. vl
4, 6. and 2 Pet. 11, 20, which feemed fo

exadtly
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exaltly to fuit my cafe and chara&er, as to
bring with them a prefumptive proof of a
divine original. ‘Thus, as I have faid,
I waited with fear and impatience to re-
cetve my 1nevitable doom. Yet though
I had thoughts of this kind, they were
exceeding faint and difproportionate ; it
was not till long after (perhaps feveral
years) till I had gained fome clear views
of the infinite righteoufnefs and grace of
Chrift Jefus my Lord, that 1 had a deep
and ftrong apprehenfion of my ftate by
nature and practice, and perhaps till then
[ could not have borne the fight. -So
wonderfully does the Lord proportion the
difcoveries of fin and grace, for he knows

our frame, and that if he was to put

forth the greatnefs of his power, a poor

linner would be inftantly overwhelmed,

and crufhed as a moth. But to return;

when I faw, beyond all probability, there

was ftill hope of refpite, and heard about

I 2 fix
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fix in the evening, that the fhip was freed
from water—there arofe a gleam of hope,
I thought] faw the bhand of God difplay-
ed in our favour; I began to pray—I

could not utter the prayer of faith; I could
not draw near to a reconciled God, and

call him father, My prayer was like the
cry of the ravens, which yet the Lord
does not difdain to hear. I now beganto .
think of that ¥efus whom I had {o often

derided ; I recollefted the particulars of
his life, and of his death; a death for
{ins not his own, but, as I remembered, |
for the fake of thofe who in their diftrefs

thould put their truft in him. And now
I chiefly wanted evidence.—The comfort- |

lefs principles of infidelity were deeply
riveted, and I rather withed than believed
thefe things were real facts. You will
pleafe to obferve, Sir, that I colleét the
ftrain of the reafonings and exercifes of

my mind 1none view, but I do not fay
~ that

l
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that all this pafled at one time. The
oreat queftion now was, how to obtain
faith? 1 {peak not of an appropriating
faith (of which I then knew neither the
nature nor neceflity), but how I fhould
gain an affurance that the {fcriptures were
of a divine infpiration, and a fufficient
warrant for the exercife of truft and hope

in God. One of the firft helps 1 received

(in confequence of a determination to ex-
amine the New Teftament more carefully)
was from Lwke xi. 13. 1 had been {enfible

that to profefs faith in Jefus Chrift, when

in reality Idid not believe his hiftory, was

no better than a mockery of the heart
fearching God ;3 but here I found a {pirit

Ipoken of which was to be communicated
to thofe who afk it: Upon this I reafoned
thus~If this book is true, the promife in
this paffage muft be true likewife: 1have

need of that very fpirit, by which the
whole was wrote, in order to underftand

13 it
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it aright. He has engaged here to give
that {pirit to thofe who afk.—I muft there-
fore pray for it, and if it 15 of God
he will make good his own word. My
purpofes were ftrengthened by Fobn vii
1. 1 concluded from thence, that though
I could not fay from my heart that I be-

lieved the gofpel, yet I would for the pre-

fent take it for granted, and that by ftudy-

ing 1t in this light I thould be more and
more confirmed in it. If what 1 am

writing could be perufed by our modern
infidels, they would fay (for I too well
know their manner) that I was very defit-
ous to perfuade myfelf into this opinion.
I confefs I was; and fo would they be, if
the Lord fhould fhew them, as he was
pleafed to thew me at that time, the ab-

folute neceflity of fome expedient to inter-
pofe between a righteous God, and a fin-
ful {foul: upon the gofpel fcheme I faw

at lealt a peradventure of hope, but on
| every
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every other fide I was {urrounded with
black unfathomable defparr.

The wind was now moderate, but cone
tinued fair, and we were {till drawing
nearer to our port. We began to re-
cover from our confternation, though we
were greatly alarmed by our circumitances.
We found that the water having floated
all our moveables in the hold, all the
catks of provifion had been beaten to
pieces by the violent motion of the fhip:
on the other hand, our live ftock, fuch
as pies, fheep, and poultry, had been
wafhed overboard in the ftorm. In effe&,
all the provifions we faved, except the fifh
I mentioned, and fome food of the pulfe
kind, which ufed to be given to the hogs,
(and there was but little of this left), all
our other provifions would have fubfifted
us but a week at {canty allowance. The
iails too were moftly blown away, {o that
we advanced but flowly even while the

I 4 wind
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wind was fair. We imagined ourfelves
about a hundred leagues from the land,
but were 1n reality much farther. Thus
we proceeded with an alternate prevalence

of hopes and fears,.—My leifure time was
chiefly employed in reading and medi-
tating on the {cripture, and praying to the
Lord for mercy and inftruction.

Things continued thus for four or five
days, or perhaps longer, till we were
awakened one morning by the joyful
{houts of the watch upon deck proclaim-
ing the fight of land. We were all {foon
raifed at the found. The dawning was
uncommonly beautiful, and the light (juft
ftrong enough to difcover diftant objets)
prefented us with a gladning profpedt:
it feemed a mountainous coaft, about
twenty miles from us, terminating in a
cape or point, and a little further two
or three {mall iflands, or hummocks, as

juft rifing out of the water; the appear-
alCe
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ance and pofition feemed exaltly anfwer-
able to our hopes, refembling the north-
welt extremity of Ireland, which we were
fteering for. We fincerely congratulated
each other, making no doubt but that if

the wind continued, we fhould be in fafety
and plenty the next day. The {mall re-

mainder of our brandy (which was reduced
to little more than a pint) was, by the Cap-
tain’s orders, diftributed amongft us; he
added at the fame time, < We fhall foon
“ have brandy enough.”—We hikewife eat
up the refidue of our bread, for joy of
this welcome fight, and were 1n the con-
dition of men fuddenly reprieved from
death. While we were thus alert, the
mate, with a graver tone than the reft,
funk our fpirits, by faying, that  he
‘« withed it might prove land at laft.” If
one of the common failors had firft faid {o,
I know not but the reft would have beat him
for raifing fuch an unreafonable doubt. It

brought
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brought on however warm debates and
difputes whether it was land or no; but
the cafe was foon unan{werably decided,
for the day was advancing faft, and in a
litcle time one of our fancied 1flands began
to grow red, from the approach of the
fun, which foon arofe juft under it. Ina
word, we had been prodigal of our bread
and brandy too haftily ; our land was li-
terally sn nubibus, nothing but clouds,
and in half an hour more the whole ap-
pearance was diffipated—-Seamen have
often known deceptions of this fort, but
in our extremity we were very loth to be
undeceived. However, we comforted our-
{clves, that though we could not fee the
land yet, we fhould foon, the wind hi-
therto continuing fair; but alas, we were
deprived of this hope likewife !~That
very day our fair wind fubfided into 2
calm, and the next morning the gales
fprung up from the fouth-eaft, directly

202105
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againft us, and continued fo for more:
than a fortnight afterwards. The fhip
was {o wrecked that we were obliged to
keep the wind always on the broken fide,
unlefs the weather was quite moderate :
thus we were driven by the wind fixing-
in that quarter ftill further from our port,
to the northward of all Jreland, as far as
the Lewis or weftern iflands of Scotland,
but a long way to the weftward. Inaword,
our ftation was fuch as deprived us of any
hope of being relieved by other vefiels
it may indeed be queftioned, whether our
(hip was not the very firft that had been
in that part of the ocean, at the {ame fea-
fon of the year.

Provifions now began to grow very
fhort ; the half of a falted cod was a day’s
lubfiftance for twelve people; we had
plenty of frefh water, but not a drop of
tronger liquor; no bread, hardly any
cloaths, and very cold weather. We had

inceffant
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inceffant labour with the pumps to keep
the {hip above water. Much labour and
little food wafted us faft, and one man
died under the hardfhip. Yet our fuffer-
ings were light, in comparifon of our juft
fears; we could not afford this bare allow-
ance much longer, but had a terrible prof-

pect of being either ftarved to death, or

reduced to feed upon one another, Our
expectations grew darker every day, and
I had a further trouble pecuiiar to myfelf.

The Captain, whofe temper was quite
foured by diftrefs, was hourly reproaching
me (as I formerly oblerved) as the fole

caufe of the calamity, and was confident
that if I was thrown overboard (and not

otherwife) they fhould be preferved from
death. e did not intznd to make the
experiment, but the continual repetition of
this in my ears gave me much uneafinefs,
efpecially as my confcience feconded his
words, I thought it very probable that all

that
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that had befallen us was on my account.
I was at laft found out by the powerful
hand of God, and condemned in my own

breatt. However, proceeding in the me-
thod I have defcribed, I began to con-
ceive hopes greater than all my fears;
efpecially when at the time we were

ready to. give up all for loft, and defpair

was taking place In every countenance,
I faw the wind come about to the very

point we withed it, fo as beft to fuit that
broken part of the fhip which muft be
kept out of the water, and to blow fo gen-
tle as our few remaining fails could bear ;
and thus it continued without any obfery-
able alteration or increafe, though at an
unfettled time of the year, till we once
more were called up to fee the land, and
were convinced thar it was land 1ndeed.
We faw the ifland Tory, and the next day
anchored in Lough Swilly 1n Ireland: this

was the 8th of April, jult four weeks after
2 the
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the damage we fuftained from the fea,
When we came into this port, our very
Jaft viGuals was boiling in the pot, and
before we had been there two hours, the
wind, which feemed to have been provi.
dentially reftrained till we were in a place
of fafety, began to blow with great vio-
lence, fo that if we had continued at {ea
that night i1n our fhattered enfeebled

condition, we muft in all human appear-
ance have gone to the bottom. About

this time I began to know that there 15
a God that hears and anfwers prayet.
How many times has he appeared for me
fince this great deliverance—Yet, alas,

how diftruftful and ungrateful is my heart
unto this hour. I am,

Dear Sir,
Your obhged

humble fervant.
January 19, 1763.

LET-
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LETTER IX

Dear Sir,

Have brought my hiftory down to the
time of my arrival in freland, 1748,
but before I proceed, 1 would lock: back

a lictle, to give you fome further account
of the ftate of my mind, and how far I

was helped againft inward difficulties,
which befet'me at the time 1 had many
outward hardfhips to ftruggle with. The
fraits of hunger, cold, wearinefs, and
the fears of finking, and f{tarving, I
fhared in common with others; but, be-
[ides thefe, I felt a heart-bitternels, which
was properly my own; no one on board
but myfelf being imprefied with any fenfe
of the hand of God in our danger and de-
hverance, at leaft not awakened to any

2 concern
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concern for their fouls, No temporal dif-
penfations can reach the heart, unlefs the

Lord himfelf applies them. My compa-
nions in danger were either quite unaffect-

ed, or foon forgot it all; but 1t was not
{fo with me; not that I was any wifer or
better than they, but becaufe the Lord
was pleafed to vouchfafe me peculiar mer-
cy, otherwife I was the moft unhkely per-
fon in the fhip to receive an impreflion,
having been often before quite ftupid and
hardened in the very face of great dangers,
and always, till this time, had hardened
my neck ftill more and more after every
reproof.—1I can fee no reafon why the
Lord fingled me out for mercy but this,
 that fo it feemed good to him;” un-
lefs it was to fhew, by one aftonifhing in-
ftance, that with him ¢ nothing 1s im-

“ pofiible.”
There were no perfons on board to
whom I could open myfelf with freedom
con-
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concerning the ftate of my foul, none
fom whom 1 could afk advice. As to
hooks, I had a New Tefament, Stanbope
dready mentioned, and a volume of
pithop Beveridee’s fermons, one of which
upon our Lord’s paffion affeCted me much.
In perufing the New Tefamert 1 was
itruck with feveral paffages, particularly
that of the fig-tree, Lake xm. The cafe
of St. Paxd, 1 Tim. 1. but particularly the
Prodigal, Luke xv. a cafe I thought that
had never been fo nearly exemplified as
by mylfelf—and then the goodnefs of the
father In recetving, nay in running te
meet fuch a fon, and this intended only
io lluftrate the Lord’s goodnels to return-
me finners—this gained uvpon me. 1
continued much 1n prayer; I faw that
tic Lord had interpofed /o far to fave
me, and I hoped he would do more.
The outward circumftances helped 1n
this place to make me fhil more ferious

v

X and
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and earnelt 1n crying to him who alone
could reliecve me; and fometimes 1
thought I could be content to die even
for want of food, fo I might but die a
believer, Thus far I was anfwered, that
before we arrived in frelend I had a {a-
tisfattory evidence in my own mind of the
truth of the gofpel, as confidered
ilelf, and s exatt {uitablenefs to an-
iwer all my needs. 1 faw, that, by the
way there pointed out, God might de-
clare not his mercy only, but his juftice
alfo, in the pardon of fin, on the ac-
count of the obedience and {ufterings of
Jefus Chrift. My judoment at that time
embraced the {fublime doétrine of ¢ Gad
“ manifeft in the flefh, reconciling the
« world to himfelf.” I had no idea of
thofe fyftems which allow the Saviour
no higher honour than that of an #pper
crvant, or at the moft a dewi God. !

;ul )

ftood in need of an Almighty Saviour,
!
apd
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and fuch a one I found defcribed in the
New Teftament. Thus far the Lord had
wrought a marvellous thing 3 I was no
longer an infidel, I heartily renounced my
former profanenefs ; I had taken up fome
right notions, was ferioufly difpofed, and
fincerely touched with a lenfe of the un-
deferved mercy I had received, in being
brought fafe through fo many dangers.
I was forry for my paft mifpent life, and
purpofed an immediate reformation: I
was quite freed from the habit of fwear-
ing, which feemed to have been deeply
rooted 1n me as a fecond nature. Thus,
to all appearance, I was a new man.

But though I cannot doubt that this
change, fo far as it prevaled, was
wrought by the fpirit and power of God,
yet ftill I was greatly deficient in many
refpets. I was in fome degree affelted
with 2 fenfe of my more enormous fins,
bur I was little aware of the innate cvils

K2 of
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of my heart. I had no apprehenfion of

the fpirituality and extent of the law of
God ; the hidden life of a chriftian, as it

confifts in communion with God by Jefus
Chnft, and-a continual dependence on
him for hourly fupplies of wifdom,

ftrength, and comfort, was a myftery of
which I had as yet no knowledge. I ac-

knowledged the Lord’s mercy in pardon-
ing what was pail, but depended cliefly
upon ny own refolution to do better for
the time to come. I had no chrftian
friend or faithful mmifter to advife me,
that my {trength was no more than my
righteoufnefs ; and though I foon began
to enquire for ferious books, yet not
having {piritual dilccrnment, T frequenily
made a wrong choice, and I was nor
brought in the way of evangelical preach-
ing or converfation (except a few times
when 1 heard but underftood not) for fix
years after this period.  Thole things the

[.ord
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Lord was  pleafed to difcover to me
oradually. 1 learnt them here a little

and there a little by my own pain-
ful experience, at a diftance from the
common means and ordinances, and 1n
the midft of the fame courfe of evil com-
pany, and bad examples, as I had been
converfant with for {ome time. From
this period I could no more make a mock
at [in, or jeft with holy things; Ino more
queftioned the truth of {cripture, or loft
a fenfe of the rebukes of confcience.
Therefore I confider this as the beginning
of my return to God, or rather of his
return to me ; but I cannot confider niy-
felf to have been a believer (in the full
fenfe of the word) till a confiderable time
afterwards.

I have told you that in the time of our
diftrefs we had frefh water 1n abundance,
this was a confiderable relief to us,

¢fpectally as our fpare diet was moftly
K 3 {alt
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falt filh without bread ; we drank plen-
tifully, and were not afraid of wanting
water; yet our ftock of this likewife
was much nearer to an end than we ex-
pected : we fuppofed that we had fix
large butts of water on board, and it was
well that we were fafe arrived in Treland
before we difcovered that five of them
were empty, having been removed out
of their places and ftove by the violent
agitation when the thip was full of water.
If we had found this out while we were at
fea, it would have greatly heightened
our diftrefs, as we mulft have drank more
{paringly.

While the fhip was refitting at Longb-
Swilly, 1 repaired to Londonderry. 1 lodg-
cd at an exceeding good houfe, where 1
was treated with much kindnefs, and foon
recrutted my health and ftrength. I was
now a {erious profeflor, went twice a day

to the prayers at church, and determined
to
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to receive the facrament the next oppor-
tumity. A few days before, 1 fignified
my intention to the minifter as the rubric
direéts, but I found this praltice was
arown obfolete. At length the day came:
I arofe very early—was very particular
and earneflt in my private devetion, and
with the greateft folemnity engaged my-
felf to be the Lord’s for ever, and only
his. This was not a formal but a fincere
furrender, under a warm fenfe of mercies
recently received; and yet for want of
a better knowledge of mylfelf, and the
fubtilty of Satan’s temptations, I was
feduced to forget the vows of God that
were upon me. Upon the whole, though
my views of the gofpel-falvation were
very indiftint, I experienced a peace and
fatisfaCtion in the ordinance that day,
to which I had been hitherto a perfett:

itran aer,

K a The
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The next day I was abroad with the
Mayor of the city and fome other gen-
tlemen, fhooting; I climbed up a fleep
bank, and pulling my fowling-piece after
me, as I held 1t in a perpendicular direc-
tion, it went off fo ncar my face as to
burn away the corner of my hat.—Thus
when we think ourfelves in the greateft
fafety we are no lefs expofed to danger,
than when all the elements feem confpir-
ing to deftroy us.  "The dyvine providence
which 1s {uflicient to deliver us in our ut-
nioft cxiremity, 15 equally neceffary to
our prefervation 1n the moft peaceful fitu-
ation.

During our ftay in Frelend 1 wrotc
home. The veflel I was 1n had not been
heard of for eightcen months, and was
aiven up for loft long before. My father
had no more expectation of hearing that
[ was aiive, but he received my letter a
few days before he left London.---He was

Tk

ll-l.t'l-
L
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~Juft going Governor of 2urk Fort in Hud-
- fo’s Bay, from whence he never returned.
He failed before I landed in Englend, or
he had purpofed to take me with him ;

but God defigning otherwife, one hin-
drance or other delayed us in Ireland, till

it was too late. I received twa or three

1ffectionate letters from him, but I never
had the pleafure of {eeing him more, I
had hopes, that in three years more I

fhould have had an opportunity of afking
his forgivenefs for the uneafinels my dif-
obedience had given him; but the thip

that was to have brought him home,

came without him. According to the
beft accounts we received, he was {eized
with the cramp, when bathing, and
drowned, a little before her arrival 1n the
Bay.—Excuie this digreffion.

My father, willing to contribute all in
his power to my fatisfaltion, paid a vifit
before his departure to my friends 1n

Kent,
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Kent, and gave his confent to the union
which had been fo long talked of. Thus,
when I returned to ==, I found |
had only the confent of one perfon to ob-
tain 3 with her I as yet {tood at as great
an uncertainty, as on the firft day I faw
her.

I arrived at ———— the latter end of
May 1748, about the fame day that my
father failed from the Nore, but found
the Lord had provided me another father
in the gentleman whofe fhip had brought
me home. He received me with great
tendernefs, and the firongeit expreffions
of friendfhip and affiftance ; yet not more
than he has fince made good : for to him,
as the inftrument of God’s goodnefs, 1
owe my all. Yet it would not have been
in the power even of this friend to have
{erved me effectually, if the Lord had not
met with me on my way home, as I have

velated. 'Till then, I was like the man
pofieffed
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poffefled with the /egion.—No arguments,
no perfuafton, no views of intereft, no
remembrance of the paft, or regard to
the future, could have conftrained me
within the bounds of common prudence.
But now I was in fome meafure reftored
to my fenfes. My friend immediately
offered me the command of a’ thip; buty
upon mature confideration, I declined 1t
for the prefent. T had been hitherto al-
- ways unfertled and carelefs, and therefore
thought I had better make another voy-
2ge firft, and learn to obey, and acquire
2 further 1nfight and experience in bufi-
nefs, before I ventured to undertake fuch
a charge. 'The mate of the veffel I came
home in was preferred to the command
of a new thip, and I engaged to go in
the ftation of mate with him. I made a
thort vifit to London, &c. which did not
illy anfwer my views., 1 had but one
opportunity of feeing Mrs, **¥*¥*  of

which
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which I availed myfelf very litile, for 1
was always exceeding aukward 1n plead-
ing my own caufe, Viva wvoce.-~—But af-

ter my return to L , I put the
queftion 1n fuch a manner, by letter, that

fhe could not avoid (unlefs I had greatly
miftaken her) coming to fome fort of an

explanation. Her anfwer, (though pen-
ned with abundance of cauuon), fatisficd

me, as I collefted from it, that fhe was
free from any other engagement, and not
unwilling to wait the event of the voyage
I had undertaken. T fhould be afhamed
to trouble you with thefe little details, i
you had not yourfelf defired me.

I am,

Yours, &c.

fanuary 20, 1763,

LETTER



LETTER X

Dear Sir,

Y connettions with {ea-affairs have

often led me to think, that the va-

ricties obfervable 1n Chriftian experience
may be properly illuftrated from the cir-
cumftances of a voyage. Imagine to
vourfelf a number of veffels, at different

" times, and from different places, bound
to the fame port ; there are fome things
i which all thefe would agree—the com-
vafs fteered by the port in view, the ge-
neral rules of navigation, both as to the
management of the veffel, and determin-

ing their aftronomical obfervation, would

be the fame in all. In other relpedts
they would difier : perhaps no two of

them would meet with the fame diitribn.

t1on
4
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tion of winds and weather. Some we fee
fet out with a profperous gale, and when
they almoft think their paffage fecured,
they are checked by adverfe blafts ; and,
after enduring much hardfhip and danger,
and frequent expetations of fhipwreck,
they jult elcape, and reach the defired
haven. Others meet the greateft difficul-
ties at firlt ; they put forth mn a ftorm,
and are often beaten back; at length
their voyage proves favourable, and they
enter the port with a zinecdozia, a rich
and abundant entrance. Some are hard
befet with cruizers and enem:es, and ob-
liged to fight their way through. Others
meet with little remarkable 1n their pal-
fage. Is it not thus 1n the {pintual
Life ? All true believers walk by the fame
rule, and mind the fame things: The
word of God is their compafs, Fefus 1s
both their polar ftar and their fun of righ-
teoulnefs 5 their hearts and faces are all

{et



[ 143 ]

fet Sion-ward. Thus far they. are ag
one body, animated by one ipirit; yet
their experience, formed upon thele com-
mon principles, is far from uniform. The
Lord, in his firft call, and Iis following
difpenfations, has a regard to the fitua-
tion, temper, talents of each, and to the
~ particular {ervices or trials he has appoint-
- ¢d them for. Though all are exercifed
at times, yet fome pafs thro’ the voyage
of life much mere {moothiy than others.
But he,  who walks upon the wings of
“ the wind, and meafures the waters in
““ the hollow of his hand,” will not fuffer
any, of whom he has once taken charge,
to perifh in the ftorms, though for a fea-
lon perhaps many of them are ready to
alve up all hopes.

We muft not therefore make the expe-
rience of others, in all refpects, a rule to
ourfelves, nor our own a ruie to others ;

vet thefe are comnion miftakes, and pro-

dutive
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dudive of many more. As to mylfelf,
every part of my cafe has been extraordi-
nary—-I1 have hardly met a fingle inftance
refembling it.  Few, very few, have been
recovered from f{fuch a dreadful ftate;
and the few that have been thus favourea,
have generally paffed through the molt
fevere convictions; and after the Lord
has given them peace, their future lives
have been ufually more zealous, briglt,
and exemplary, than common. Now, ay
on the one hand my convitions were very

moderate, and far below what might have
been expected, from the dreadful review

I had to make; fo, on the other, my firfl
beginnings in a religious courfe were as
faint as can be well imagined. 1 never
knew that feafon alluded to, Fer. 1. 2.

Rezv. il 4. ufually called the time of the
firlt love. Who would not expet to
hear, that after fuch a wonderful un-

hoped-for deliverance as I had received,
and
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and after my eyes were in fome meafure
cnlightened to fee things aright, 1 thould
immediately cleave to the Lord and his
ways, with full purpofe of heart, and
conlult no nmore with fleth and blood 2
But alas 1t was far otherwife with mey I
lad learned to pray, 1et lome value upon
the word of God, and was no longer a
Lbertine, but my foul {lill cleaved to the
duft. Soon after my departure from
L———, I began to intermit, and grow
lack in waiting upon the Lord; I grew
vain and trifling in my converfation 3 and
though my heart {mote me often, yet my
ermour was gone, and 1 dechined faft
and by the time we arrived at Guines, I
eemed to have forgot all the Lord’s met-

ces, and my own engagements, and was
(profanenefs excepted) almoft as bad as

before.  The enemy prepared a train of
lemptations, and I became his ealy prey ;
udy for about a month, he lulled me

], afleep
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afleep in a courfe of evil, of which, a few
months béfore,I could not have {uppofed
myfelf any longer capable. How much
propriety 1s there in the Apoftle’s advice,
¢« Take heed left any of you be hardened
¢ through the deceitfulnefs of fin.” O
who can be {ufficiently upon their guard!
Sin firft deceives, and then it hardens:
I was now faft bound in chains; 1 had
little defire, and no power at all to recover
mylelf. I could not but at times refle&t
how it was with me; but if I attempted

to ftrugele with it, 1t was in vain, I was

juft like Samfon, when he faid, < I will
‘ oo forth and fhake myfelf as at other

‘“ times,” but the Lord was departed,
and he found himfelf helplefs, in the

hands of his enemies, By the remem-
brance of this interval the Lord has often
inftruted me fince,” what a poor creatuic
I am in myfelf, incapable of ftanding 4

fingle hour, without contiaual freth fup-
plics
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plies of ftrength and grace from the
fountain-head.,

At length, the Lord, whofe mercies are
infinite, interpofed in my behalf, My
bufinefs in this voyage, while upon the
coaft, was to fail from place to place in
the long-boat to purchafe flaves. The
fhip was at Sierra Leon, and I then at the
Pleuntanes, the {cene of my former cap-
uvity, where every thing I faw might
leem to remind me of my ingratitude, I
was in ealy circumitances, courted by
thole who formerly defpifed me: the
iime-trées 1 had planted were growing tall,
and promifed fruit the following year,
againft which time I had expeations of
returning with a fhip of my own. But
none of thefe things affe¢ted me, till, as I
have faid, the Lord again interpofed to
lwe me. He vifited me with a violent
fever, which broke the fatal chain, and
bnce more brought me to myfelf. But O

| | I what
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what a profpect! I thought mylelt now
fummoned away—My palt dangers and
deliverances, my earneft prayers i the
time of trouble, my folemn vows before
the Lord at his table, and my ungrateful
returns for all his goodnefs, were all pre-
fent to my mind at once. 'Then I began
to wifh that the Lord had {uffered me to
fink into the ocean, when I firft befought
his mercy. For alittle while I concluded
the door of hope to be quite fhut; but
this continued not long, Weak, and al-
moft deliricus, I arofe from my bed, and
crept to a retired part of the ifland ; and
here I found a renewed liberty to pray.
I durft make no more refolves, but calt
myfelf before the Lord, to do with me as
he fhould pleafe. 1 do not remember,
that any particular text, or remarkable
difcovery, was prefented to my mind, but
in general I was enabled to hope and be-

leve i a gucified Saviour.  The burden
Wk
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was removed from my confcience, and
not only my peace, but my health was
reftored ; I cannot fay inftantancoufly,
bhut I recovered from that hour, and fo
falt, that when I returned to the fhip
two days afterwards, I was perfectly well
before I got on board. And from that
time, I truft, 1 have been delivered from
the power and dominion of fin, though
as to the effelts and confliéts of fin dwell-
ing in me, I fill “groan, being bur-
“ thened.” I now began again to wait
upon the Lord, and though I have often
crieved his {pirit, and foolithly wandered
from him fince, (when alas fhall ‘I be
more wife), yet his powerful grace has
hitherto preferved me from fuch black
declenfions-as this I have laft recorded ;
and I humbly truft in his mercy and
promifes, that he willibe my guide and
ovard to the end. |

L 3 My
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My leifure hours in this voyage were
chiefly employed 1n learning the Lalin
language, which I had now entirely for-
cot. This defire took place from an 1mj-
tation I had feen of une of Horace’s Odes
in 2 Magazine. [ began the attempt un-
der the greateft difadvantages poflible;
for I pitched upon a poet, perhaps the
moft difficult of the poets, even Horace
himfelf, for my firft book. I had picked
up an old Euglfh tranflation of him,
which, with Caftalio’s Latin Bible, were
all my helps. I forgot a diftioinairy, but
I would not therefore give up my pur-
pofe. I had the edition iz #fuin Delphini,
and by comparing the Odes with the in-
terpretation, and tracing the words 1
could underftand from one place to an-
other by the Index, with the affiftance I
could get from the Latin Bible; in this
way, by dint of hard induftry, often wak-

ing
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ing when I might have flept, I made

fome progrefs before I returned, and not
only underftood the fenfe and meaning

of many Odes, and fome of the Epiftles,
but began to relifh the beauties of the

compofition, and acquired a {pice of what

Mr. Lew calls cdaffical entbufiafin. And
indeed by this means I had Horace more

ad #nguem than {fome who are mafters of
the Latin tongue ; for my helps were o
few, that 1 generally had the paffage fixed
i my memory, before I could fully un-
derftand 1ts meaning,

My bufinefs in the long boat, during
eicht months we were upon the coalft,
cxpofed me to innumerable dangers and

perils, from burning {funs, and chilling
dews, winds, rains, and thunder-ftorms,
in the open boat; and on fhore, from

long journies through the woods, and the
temper of the natives, who are in many
L 4 places
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places cruel, treacherous, and watch-
ng opportunities for mifchief. Several
boats in the {ame time were cut off, feve-
ral white men poifened, and in my own
boat I buried fix or feven pecple with
ievers, When going on fhore, or return-
g from it, in their little canoes, I have
been more than once or twice overfet by
the violence of the furf, or beach of the

fea, and brought to land half dead, (for I
could not fwim). An account of {uch

elcapes as T flill remember, would fwell
to {everal theets, and many more T have
perhaps forgot 5 1 fhall only feleft one
inftance as a fpecimen of that wonderful
providence which watched over me foi
good, and which, I doubt not, you will
think worthy of notice.

When our trade was finithed, and we
were near failing to the #eft Indics, the
only remaining fervice I had to perform

4 i
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in. the boat, was to affift in brirging the
wood and water from the fhore. We.
were then at Rio Seffers. 1 uled to go
into the river in the afternoon with the
fea-breeze, procure my loading in the
evening, and return on board in the
morning with the land wind. Several of
thele luttle voyages I had made, but the
boat was grown old, and almoft unfie
for ufe. This fervice hkewife was almoft
completed. One day, having dined on
beard, I was preparing to return to the
river as formerly : I had taken leave of
the Captain, received his orders, was
ready in the boat, and juft going to put
off, as we term it, that 1s, to let go
ur ropes and fail from the fhip. In
that inftant the Captain came up from
the cabin, and called me on board a-
oain.—I went, expecting further orders;
but he faid he had took it in bis bead
(as
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(as he phrafed i1t), that I fhould remain

that day in the fhip, and accordingly
ordered another man to go in my room.
I was furprifed at this, as the boat had
never been fent away without me before ;
and afked lum the reafon ; he could give
me no reafon but as above, that {o he

would have 1t. Accordingly the boat
went without me, but returned no more.

She funk that night i1n the river, and
the perfon who had fupplied my place

was drowned. I was much ftruck when
we received news of the event the next

morning.—The Captain himfelf, though
quite a ftranger to religion, fo far as

to deny a particular providence, could
not help being affefted ; but he declar-

ed, that he had no other reafon for

countermanding me at that time, but
that 1t came fuddenly into his mind

t0 detain me.—I wonder I omitted this
1n
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i my eight letters, as 1 have always
thought 1t one of the moft extraordi-
nary circumftances in my life.

I am,
Desar Sir,

Your obliged fervant.

January 21, 1763.

LT
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LETTER XL

Dear Str,

Few days after I was thus won-
derfully faved from an unfore-
feen danger, we failed for Autigna, and
from thence proceeded to Charles Towi
mn South Carelina. In this place there are
many {erious people, but I knew not how
to find them out; indeed [ was not aware

of a difference, but fuppofed that all
who attended public worlhip were good
chriftians. I was as much 1in the dark

about preaching, not doubting but what-
ever came from the pulpit muft be very

cood. I had two or three opportunities
of hearing a diffenting minifter named

Smith, who, by what I have known fince,

I believe m have been an excellent and
power-
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powerful preacher of the gofpel; and
there was {fomething in his manner that

ftruck me, butI did not rightly under-
ftand him. The beft words that men

can {peak are ineffectual ull explained
and applied by the #pirit of God, who
alone can open the heart. It pleafed the

Lord for fome time that I fhould learn
no more than what he enabled me to

colle¢t from my own experience and re-
flettion. My conduct was now very in-
confiftent—Almoft every day, when bu-
finefs would pernut, I ufed to retire, into
the woods and fields (for thefe when at
hand have always been my favourite ora-
tories), and I truft I began to tafte the
fweets of communion with God 1 the ex-
ercifes of prayer and praife, and yet I fre-
quently fpent the evenings 1n vain and
worthlefs company; indeed my relifh for
worldly diverfions was much weakened,

and I was rather a fpeltator than a {har-
er
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er in their pleafures, but I did not as yet
{ee the neceflity of an abfolute forbear-
ance. Yect as my compliance with cuf-

tom and company, was chiefly owing to
want of light, rather than to an obftinate

attachment, and the Lord was pleafed to

preferve me from what I kneww was finful,
I had for the moft part peace of con-

fcience, and my {trongeft defires were
towards the things of God. As yet I
knew not the force of that precept, * ab-
“ ftain from all appearance of evil,”—
but very often ventured upon the brink
of temptation ; but the Lord was gracious
to my weaknefs, and would not fuffer
the enemy to prevail againft me. 1 did
not break with the world at once (as
might in my cale have been expetted),

but I was gradually lcd to fee the incon-
venience and folly of one thing after an-

other, and when I faw 1t, the Lord
ftrengthencd me to give it up. But it
Was
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was fome years before I was fet quite
at liberty from occafional compliances
in many things in which at this time
I durft by no means allow myfelf.

We finifhed our voyage, and arrived
mn L— When the fhip’s affairs
were lettled I went to London, and from
thence (as you may fuppofe) I foon re-

paired to Kent. More than feven years
were now elapfed fince my firft vifit—~No

views of the kind could feem more chi-
merical, or could fubfift under greater
difcouragements than mine had donej
yet, through the over-ruling goodnefs of
God, while I feemed abandoned to my-
felf, and blindly following my own head-
ftrong paffions, I was guided by a hand
that I knew not, to the accomphfhment
of my withes. Every obitacle was now
removed. I had renounced my former
follies, my intereft was eftablithed, and
friends on all fides confenting ;. the point

2 was
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was now entirely between ourfelves, and,
after what had paft, was eafily conclud-

ed.—Accordingly our hands were joined
on the firft of February, 17 50.

The fatisfattion I have found in this
union, you will fuppofe has been greatly
heightened by reflection on the former

difagreeable contrafts I had paffed through,
and the views I have had of the fingular
mercy and providence of the Lord in
bringing it to pafs. If you pleafe to lcok
back to the beginning of my fixth letter
(page 8.4), I doubt not but you will allow

that few perlons have known more, ei-
ther of the mifery or happinefs of which

human life (as confidered in itfelf) is ca-
pable. How eafily at a time of life,
when I was fo little capable of judging

(but a few months more than 17), might
my affections have been fixed where they

could have met with no return, or where
fuccefs would have been the heavieft dif-
' appointment.
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appointment.  The long delay I met
with was likewife a mercy ; for had I fuc-
ceeded a year or two fooner, before the
Lord was pleafed to change my heart,
we muit have been mutually unhappy,
cven as to the prefent hfe. < Surely

« mercy and goodnefs have followed me
“ all my days.”

Rut, alas, T foon began to feel that my
heart was ftill hard and ungrateful to the
God of my hife. This crowning mercy,
which raifed me to all I could afk or wifh
in a temporal view, and which ought to
have been an animating motive to obedi-
cnce and prafe, had a contrary effedt,—
[ refted in the gift, and forgot the giver.
My poor narrow heart was [otisfied—A
cold and carelefs frame, as to fpiritual
things, took place, and gamed ground
daly,  Happy for me the feafon was ad-
vancing, and in Yuxe 1 receved orders
i repair t0 Lo——— This roufed me

M from
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from my dream; I need not tell you
that I found the pains of abfence and fe.
paration fully proportioned to my pre-
ceding pleafure. It was hard, very hard,
to part, efpecially as confcience interfer-
ed, and fuggefted to me how little T de-
lerved that we fhould be fpared to mct
again—DBut the Lord {upported me.—1
was a poor faint idolatrous creature, but
I had now fome acquamtance with the
way of accefs to a thronc of grace by
the blood of Jeius, and peace was foon
-reftored to my conicience.  Yet through
all the following voyage my urregular and
cxceflive affections were as thorns in my
eyes, and often made my other bleffings
taftelefs and infipid. But Ie who doth
all things well, over-ruled this hkewife for
cood. It became an occafion of quick-
ening me in prayer both for her and my-
felf 5 it increaled my inditierance for con-
pany and amufements 1t habituated me

t
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to a kind of voluntary {elf-denial, which
[ was afterwards taught to 1mprove to a
better purpole.
While I remamed 1 Enclend, we cor-
refponded every poft; and all the while
I ufed the fea afterwards, I conftandy
kept up the pra&ice of writing two or
three times a week (if weather and bufi-
nefs permitted), though no conveyance
homeward offered for fix or eight months
toscther. My packets were niually heavy,
and as not one of them at any time mi-
carried, T have to the amount of ncar 200
heets of paper now lying in my bureau
of that correfpondence. 1 mention this
liitle refief T contrived to foften the intor-
vals of abfence, becaufe it had a good
cficét beyond my firft intention, It habi-
wated me to think and write upon 2
oreat variety of {ubjeéts, and 1 acquived,
nfenfibly, a greater readinefs of cxprefiing
myfelf than I fhould have otherwife ar-

M 2 LN
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tained. As I gained more ground in re-
higious knowledge, my letters became more
{erious, and at times I {till find an advan-

tage 1n looking them over, efpecially as
they remind me of many providential

incidents, and the ftate of my mind at
different periods 1n thefe voyages, which
would otherwife have efcaped my me-
MOrYy.

I failed from L———— 1 Auguft 1450,
commander of a good fhip. I have no
very extraordinary events to recount from
this period, and fhall therefore contrad
my memoirs left I become tedious; yer
I am willing to give you a brief {ketch
of my hiftory down to 1755, the yearof
my fettlement in my prefent fituation.
I had now the command and care of
thirty perfons; I endeavoured to treat

them with humanity, and to {et them 2
good example ; Lhkewife eftablithed pub-.

lic woﬂlnp, according  to the lirurgy,
[
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twice every Lord’s day, officiating myfelf,
Iarther than this I did not proceed while
I continued 1in that employment.
Having now much leifure, I profecuted
the ftudy of the Latin with good fuccefs.

I remembered a dictionary this voyage,
and procured two or three other books

but {till 1t was my hap to chule the hard-
cft.—I1 added Fwwvenal to Horace, and for
profe authors 1 pitched upon Livy, Cefar,
and Selluff.  You will eafily concelve,
Sir, that T had hard work to begin (where
I thould have left off) with Hsrace and
Lrvy, 1 was not aware of the difference
of ftyle; I had heard Livy highly coni-
mended, and was refolved to underftand
him. I began with the firft page, and
taid down a rule, which I {feldom depart-
ed from, not to procecd to a fecond
pertod till I underftood the firft, and fo
on. I was often at a {tand, but {eldom

difcouraged : here and there I found a
\Y] 3 few
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few dines quite obftinate, and was forced
to break 1 upon my rule, and give them
up, elpecially as my editicn had only the
text, without any notes to 2 ....,.1[’5 me.  But
there were not many fuch; for before the
cloie of that voyage, I could (with 2
few exceptions; read Livy from end to
end, aumnoft as readily as an LEnglyh author.,
And T vound, in furmounting this dii-
culty, I had furmounted all in one. Cther
proic authors, when they came m my
wav, coft me little trouble, In fhoert, in
the {puce of two or three voyages 1 be-
came to]c rably acquainted with the belt
claffics (I put all T have to fay upon this
Jubiece tegerber). 1 read Terence, Frigil, and
feveral pieces of Cicero, and the modf“m
clafiics, Fuckencn, Erafnis, and Cofiniai
at length I conceived a defign of becom-
mg  Ciceronicn wylelf, and thought it
would be a fine thing indeed to write
pure and elegant Latip,~] made fome

cilays
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cflays towards 1t, but by this time the
Lord was pleafed to draw me nearer to
himfelf, and to give me a fuller view
of the  pearl of great price,” the in-
cftimabic treafure hid in the field of the
holy {criprure, and for the {ake of this,
I was made willing to part with all my
new acquiied 11ches. I began to think
that life was too fhort (efpecially my
life) to admit of letfure for fuch elabo-
raze trifling.  Weither poet or hiftorian
could tell me a word of Fefus, and 1
therefore applied myfeit to thofe who
could, The claffics were at firft reftrain-
edd te one morning 1n the week, and at
length quitelaid alige. I have not looked
in Livy thefe five years, and, I {uppole,
:

. could not now well underftand him.

Some pafiages in Forace and Virgid 1 {hll
admire, but they feldom come 1 my
way. 1 prefer Buchanen’s plalms to a
whole fhelf of Efzevirs—But thus much

M 4 I
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I have ganed, and more than this I am
not folicitous about, fo much of the Latix
as enables me to read any ufeful or curious
book that 15 publithed 1 that language.
About the fame time, and for the {ame
reafon that I quarrelled with Livy, I laid
afide the Mathematics.—1 found they not
only colt me much time, but engrofied
my thoughts too far; my head was lite-
rally full of fchemnes. 1 was weary of cold
contemplative truths, which can neither
warm nor amend the heart, but rather
tend to aggrandize Self. 1 found no
traces of this wifdom in the hife of Fefus,
or the writings of Pax/. 1do not regret
that I have had fome opportunities of
knowing the firlt principles of thefe things,
but I {ce much caule to praile the Lord
that he inclined me to ftop in time, and,
whilit T was ¢ {pending my labours for
*¢ that which 1s not bread,”. was pleafed

to
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to fet before me “ wine and milk without
“ money, and without price.”

My firft voyage was fourteen months,
through various fcenes of danger and dif-
ficulty, but nothing very remarkable;
and, as 1 intend to be more particular
with - regard to the fecond, I fhall only
fay that I was preferved from every harm,
and having feen many fall on my right-
hand and on my left, T was brought
hog_le- in peace, and reftored .to where
my thoughts had been often directed, No-
vember 2, 1751, |

I am,
Sir,

Yours.
January 2z, 17063, |

LETTER
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LETTER XIL

Dear Sir,

T Almoft with I could recal my laft
A fheet, and retract my promife, I fear
I have engaged too far, and fhall prove a

mere FEgotsf. What have 1 more that
can deferve your notice ? However, 1t is
{fome fatisfaction that I am now writing to

yourfelf only ; and I believe you will have
candour to excufe what nothing but a
{fenfe of your kindnefs could extort from
me,

Soon after the period where my laft

clofes, that is, in the interval between my
firft and fecond voyage after my mar-
riage, I began to keep a fort of diary, 3
practice which [ have fince found of great

ufe. I had 1n this interval repeated proofs of
2 the
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the ingratitude and evil of my heart. A
life of eale, mn the midft of my friends,
and the full fatsfaction of my withes, was
not favourable to the progiefs of grace,
and afforded caufe of daily humiliation.
Yet, upon the whole, T gained ground. I
became acquainted with books, which
cave me a farther view of Chriltian doc-
trine and experience, particularly, Scox-
cal’s Life of Ged in the Soul of Man, Har-
vey's Meditalions, and The Life of Celonel
Gardper.  As to preaching, I heard none
but of the common fort, and had hardly
an idea of any better ; neither had I the
cdvantage of Chriftian acquaintance. 1}
was likewie greatly hindered by a cow-
ardly referved fpirit 3 I was afraid of be-
ing thought precife, and though I could

rot live without prayer, I durft not pro-
pofe it even to my wife, till fhe herfelf

firt put me upon it; fo far was I from
thofe expreffions of zeal and love, which

{eem
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feem fo fuitable to the cafe of one who
has had much forgiven. In a few months
the returning feafon called me abroad
again, and 1 failed from Le———1n 3
new fhip, Fuly 1752.

A feafaring life 1s neceffarily excluded
from the benefit of public ordinances and
Chriftian communion; but, as 1 have
obferved, my lofs upon thefe heads was
at this time but fmall. In other refpeéts,
I know not any calling that feems more
favourable, or affords greater advantages
to an awakened mind, for promoting the
life of God in the foul, efpecially to a per-
fon who has the command of a fhip, and
thereby has 1t 1n his power to reftrain
grofs irregularities in others, and to dif-
pole of his own time; and f{till more {o
In African voyages, as thefe fhips carry a
double propcrtion of men and officers to
moft others, which made my department
very ealy 5 and, excepting the hurry of

trade,
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trade, &c. upon the coaft, which is rather
occafional than conftant, afforded me

abundance of leifure. To be at fea in
thefe circumftances, withdrawn out of the

reach of innumerable temptations, with
opportunity and a turn of mind difpofed
to obferve the wonders of God in the
great deep, with the two nobleft objects
of fight, the expanded Aeavers, and the
expanded ocean continually in view, and
where evident interpofitions of divine
providence, in anfwer to prayer, occur
almoft every day; thefe are helps to
quicken and confirm the lie of faith,
which, in a good meafure, fupply to a
religious failor the want of thofe advan-
tages which can be only enjoyed upon
the fhore. And indeed, though my know-
ledge of fpiritual things (as knowledge
is ufually eftimated) was at this ume
very fmall, yet I fometimes look back
with regret upon thole Icenes. I never

knew
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knew fiveeter or more frequent hours of
divine communion, than in my two laft
voyages to Guinea, when 1 was either al-
moft fecluded from fociety on thip-board,
or when on thore amongft the natives.
I have wandered through the woods, re-
flecting on the fingular goodnefs of the
Lord to me, 1n a place where, perhaps,
there was not a perfon that knew him
for fome thouland miles round me. Ma-

ny a time, upon thefe occafions, 1 have
reftored the beautiful lines of Propertius
to the right owner 3 lines full of blafphe-
my and madnefs, when addreffed to a

creature, but full of comfort and propri-
ety in the mouth of a belicver.

Sic ego defertis peffim bene vivere fyluis
RQuo nitile buiaio fit vie tiita pede :

Tot wmibi curarum recuies, in notle velatra
Linen, & in folis tu mibi turba locis.

PaAra-



[ 175 ]

PARAPHRASED.

In defert woods with thee, my God,
Where human footfteps never trod,
How happy could T be!
Thou my repofe from care, my light
Amidft the darknefs of the nigh,

In {olitude my ccmpany.,

In the courfe of thisvoyage T was won-
derfu]ly preferved in the midit of many

obvious and many unforefeen dangers.
At onc time there was a confpiracy a-
mong{t my own people to turn pirates,
and take the fhip from me. When the

plot was nearly ripe, and they only waited
a convenient opportunity, two of thofe
concerned 1n 1t were taken 1ll one day ;
one of them died, and he was the only
verfon I buried while on board. This
jufpended the affair, and opened a way to
its difcovery, or the confequence might
have been fatal. The flaves on board

WETIC
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were likewife frequently plotiing infur-
retions, and were fometimes upon the
very brink of mifchief ; but it was always
difclofed 1 due time. When 1 have
thought myfelf moft fecure, I have been
fuddenly alarmed with danger; and when
I have almoft defpaired of life, as fudden
a deliverance has been vouchfafed nie.

My ftay upon the coaft was long, the
trade very precarious, and in the purfuit

of my bufinefs, both on board and on
thore, I was 7z deaths often.  Let the fol-
lowing inftance ferve as a {fpecimen.

I was at a place called Mana, near Cape
Meunt, where 1 had tranfatted very large

concerns, and had, at the tme I am

{peaking of, fome debts and accounts to

{ectle, which required my attendance on
{hore, and I intended to go as the next

moraing. Vvien I arofe, I left the fhip,
according to my purpofe 3 but when I
came ncar the fhore, the {uif, or breach of

2 the
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the fea, ran fo high, that I was almoft
afraid to attempt landing, Indeed I had
often ventured at a worle time, but I felt
an inward hindrance and backwardnefs,
which I could not account for : the furf
furnifhed a pretext for induleing it, and
after waiting and hefitating for about half
an hour, I returned to the thip, without
doing my bufinefs, which I think ] never
did but that morning in all the time I
ufed that trade.—But I foon perceived
the reafon of all this.—It {eems, the day

before I intended to land, a fcandalous

and groundlefs charge had been laid

againft me, (by whofe infigation I could
never learn), which greatly threatened my

honour and intereft both in Afiica and
Englend, and would perhaps, humanly
fpeaking, have affeted my lite, 1f I had
landed according to my intention. I fhall
perhaps inclofe a letter, which will give
2 fuil account of this flrange adventure,

N and
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and therefore fhall fay no more of it here,
any further than to tell you, that an at-
tempt, aimed to deftroy either my life or
character, and which might very probably
n its confequences have ruined my
voyage, pafled off without the leaft in-
convenience. The perfon moft concerned
owed me about an hundred pounds, which

he {fent me in a huff, and otherwile, per-
haps, would not have paid me at all. |

was very uncafy for a few hours, but

was foon afterwards comforted. I heard
no more of my accufation till the next

voyage, and then 1t was publicly acknows
ledged to have been a malicious calumny,
without the leaft {hadow of a ground.
Such were the viciffitudes and difficul-
ties through which the Lord preferved
me. Now and then both faith and pa-
nience were fharply exercifed, but fuitable
ftrength was given; and as thofe things

did not occur every day, the ftudy of the
Latin,
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Latin, of which I gave a general account
in my lalt, was renewed, and carried on
from time to time, when bulinefs would
permit. I was moftly very regular in the

management of my time; I allotted
- about eight hours for fleep and meals,

~ eight hours for exercife and devotion;
- and eight hours to my books : and thus,
" by diverfifying my engagements, the
whole day was agreeably filled up, and I
feldom found a day too long, or an hour

to fpare. My ftudies kept me employed,
and fo far it was well ; otherwife, they
were hardly worth the time they coft, as
they led me to an admiration of falfe mo-

els and falfe maxims ; an almoft un-

avoldable confequence (I fuppofe} of an
admiration of claffic authors. Abating

what I have attained of the language, {
think I might have read Caflandra or C:-
spatra to as good purpole as | read Livy,

N 2 Wwhom
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whom I now account an equal romancer,
though 1n a different way.

From the coaft I went to St Chrifto-
pher’s, and here my 1dolatrous heart was
its own punifhment: The letters I ex-
pected from Mrs, ****% % were by mif-
take forwarded to Autigua, which had been
at firlt propofed as our port. As I was
certain of her punctuality in writing, if
alive, I concluded, by not hearing from her,
that fhe was furely dead. This fear af-
feted me more and more; I loft my ap-
petite and reft; I felt an inceflant pain
in my ftomach, and in about three weeks
time I was near finking under the weight
of an imaginary ftroke. 1 felt fome fe-
vere {ymptoms of that mixture of pride
and madnefs which is commonly called ¢
broken beart 5 and indeed I wonder that
this cafe 1s not more common than it ap-
pears to be, How often do the potfherds

of the earth prefume to contend with their
3 Maker?!
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Maker ? And what a wonder of mercy 1
it, that they are not all broken? How-

ever, my complaint was not all grief;
confcience had a fhare. 1 thought my
unfaithfulnefs to God had deprived me of
her, efpecially my backwardnefs in fpeak-

ing of fpiritual things, which I could
hardly attempt, even to her. It was this

thought, that I had loft invaluable, irre-
coverable opportunities, which both duty
and aitection fhould have engaged me to
improve, that chiefly ftung me; and I
thought I would have given the world to
know fhe was living, (that I might at leaft
difcharge my engasements by writing),
though I was never to {ee her again, This
was a fharp leffon, but I hope it did me
cood ; and when I had thus {uffered fome
weeks, I thought of fending a fmall vefiel
to Autigna. 1did fo, and fhe brought me
feveral packets, which reftored my health
and peace, and gave me a ftrong contraft of

N 3 the
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the Lord’s goodnefs to me, and my unbe-
lief and ingratitude towards him.

In Auguft 1953, I returned to Loem—o.,
My ftay was very fhort at home that
-voyage, only fix weeks; in that {pace
rothing very memorable occurred ; I {hall
therefore begin my next with an account
of my third and laft voyage. And thus
I give both you and mylelf hopes of a
fpeedy period to thefe memoirs, which
begin to be tedious and minute even to
myfelt; only 1 am animated by the
thought that I write at your requeft, and
have therefore an opportunity of fhevw-
ing myielf

Your obliged fervant.

January 31. 1763

LETTER



[ 183 ]

LETTER XIII.

Dear Sir,

Y third voyage was fhorter, and

lefs perplexed than either of the
former. Before I failed, I met with a
young man who had formerly been a
midfhipman, and my intimate companion
on board the Harwich. He was, at the
time I firft knew him, a fober youth, but
I found too much fuccefs in my un-
happy attempts to infet him with liber-
tine principles. When we met at Lo,

our acquaintance renewed upon the ground
of our former intimacy. He had good
fenfe, and had read many books——Our

converfation frequently turned upon re-
hgion, and I was very defirous to repair
the mifchief I had done him, Igave him

N 4 a
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2 plain account or the manner and reafon
of my change, and uled every argument
to perfuade him to relinquith his 1infidel
fCi
Lint fo clofe that he had no other reply

p-r-l-

emes; and when 1 fometimes prefs’d

to malke, he would remind me that T was
the very fuft perfon who had given him
an wica of his hiberty.  This occafioned
me many mourniul reflections.  He was
then gong mafter to Crives himfelf, bue
before nis fhip was ready, his mmc]nm
became a bankrupt, winch diiconcerted
his voyage.  As he had no farther ex-
pectations for that vear, I oftered to take
pim with me as 2 companion, that he
might gain a knowledge of the coaft, and
the gentlemen who cmpleyed me, pro-
mifed to provide for him upon his return.
My view in this was not fo much to ferve
him in his bufinefs, as to have an oppor-
tumity of debating the pomnt with him at
leifure, and I hoped 1n the courfe of my

voyage,
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voyage, my arguments, example, and
prayers, might have fome good effe@ on

him. My intention in this ftep was bet-
ter than my judgment, and I had frequent

reafon to repent it. He was exceedingly
profane, and grew worfe and worfe: I
faw 1 him a moft lively pi&ture of what
I had once been, butit was very incon-
venient to have it always before my eyes.
Befides, he was not only deaf to my re-
monftrances himiclf, but laboured all he

could to counter-at my influence upon
others. His fpirit and paflions were like-

wife exceeding high, fo that it required
all my prudence and authority to hold
him in any dearec of reftraint. He was
as a fharp thorn in my fide for {fome
time; but at length I had opportumty
upon the coaft of buying a fmall veficl,
which I fupplied with a cargo from my
own, and gave him the command, and

fent him away to trade on the fhip’s ac-
count.
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count. When we parted, I repeated and
enforced my beft advice. I believe his

friendthip and regard was as great as could
be expected, where principles were fo di-

ametrically oppofite ; he feemed greatly
affeted when I left hm, but my words
had no weight with him ; when he found
himfelf at liberty from under my eye,
he gave a hafty loofe to every appetite;
and his violent irregularities, joined to
the heat of the climate, foon threw him
into a2 malignant fever, which carried him
off in a few days. He died convinced,
but not changed. The account I had
from thofe who were with him was dread-
ful; his rage and defpair ftruck them all
with horror, and he pronounced his own
fatal doom before he expired, without
any appearance that he either boped or
afked for mercy. I thought this awful
contraft might not be unproper to give
vou as aitronger view of the diftinguifh-

1o
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ing goodnefs of God to me the chief of

finners.
I left the coaft in about four months,

and failed for §:. Chrifiopbers. Hitherto
I had enjoyed a perfect ftate of health,
equally in every climate, for feveral years,
but upon this paflfage I was vifited with
a fever, which gave me a very near
profpeét of eternity. I have obtained
liberty to inclofe you three or four let-
ters, which will more clearly illuftrate the
ftate and meafure of my experience at
different times, than any thing I can {ay
at prefent.  One of them, you will find,
was wrote at this period, when I could
hardly hold a pen, and had {ome reafon
to believe I fhould write no more. I had
not that «Ango@opra * which 1s {o defirable
at a time when flefh and heart fails ; but
my hopes were greater than my fears,
and I felt a filent compofure of {pirit,

* Full affurance.

which
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which enabled me to wait the event with-
out much anxiety. My truft; though
weak 1n degree, was alone fixed upon

the blood and righteoufnefs of Jefus,
and thofe words, ¢ he is able to fave to

“ the uttermoft,” gave me great reliet.—
I was for a while troubled with a very

fingular thought; whether 1t was a temp-
tation, or that the fever difordered my
faculties, I cannot {ay; but I fcemed not
fo much afraid of wrath and punifhment,
as of being loft and overlooked amidft
the myriads that are continually entering
the unfeen world. What is my foul

(thought I), amongflt fuch an innume-
rable multtude of beings—And this

troubled me greatly. Perhaps the Lord
will take no notice of me. I was per-
plexed thus for fome time, but at laft 2
text of {cripture, very appofite to the
cafe, occurred to my mind, and put an
end to tac doubt, ¢« The Lord knoweth

¢“ them
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« them that are his.” In about fen
days, beyond the hopes of thofe about
me, I began to amend, and by the time
of our arrival in the el Indies, 1 was

perfectly recovered.—I hope this vifitation
was made ufeful to me.

Thus far, that is, forabout the fpace
of fix years, the Lord was plealed to
lead me n a fecret way—I had learnt
fomething of the evil of my heart; I
had read the Bible over and over, with
feveral cood books, and had a general
view of the gofpel-truth.  But my concep-
tions were, in many refpects, confufed;
not having 1n all this time met with one
acquaintance who could 2ffift my enqui-
ries. But upon my arrival at Sz. Chriffo-
phers this voyage, 1 found a Captain of

a fhip from Lenden, whole converfation
was greatly helpful to me. e was and
is a member of Mr. B——#’s church, a
man of experience in the things cf God,

and
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and of a lively communicative turn. We
difcovered each other by fome cafual ex-
preflions i mixed company, and foon

became (fo far as bufinefs would permit)
infeparable. For near a month we fpent

every evening together on board each
others fhip alternately, and often pro-
longed our vifits till towards day-break.
I was all ears; and what was better, he

not only mformed my underftanding, but
his difcourfe inflamed my heart.—He

encouraged me to open my mouth in
focial prayer; he taught me the advan-
tage of Chriftian converfe; he put me

upon an attempt to make my profeffion
more public, and to venture to {peak
for God. From him, or rather from
the Lord by his means, I received an

increafe of knowledge: my conceptions
became clearer and more evangelical, and

I was delivered from a fear which had
long troubled me, the fear of relapfing
11to
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into my former apoftacy. But now I be-
gan to underftand the fecurity of the

covenant of grace, and to expet to be

preferved, not by my own power and ho-
linefs, but by the mighty power and pro-

mife of God, through faith in an un-
changeable Saviour. He lkewife gave

me a general view of the ftate of reli-
gion, with the errors and controverfies of
the times (things to which I had been
entirely a ftranger), and finally directed
me where to apply in Louden for further
inftruétion : with thele new-acquired- ad-
vantages I left him, and my paffage
homewards gave me Jeifure to digeft what
I had recetved ; I had much comfort and
freedom during thofe feven weeks, and
my fun was feldom clouded. I arrived
fate in L Auguft 1754.

My ftay at home was intended to be
but fhort, and by the beginning of No-
vember 1 was again ready for the fea;

but
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but the Lord faw fit to over-rule my
defien. During the time I was engaged

in the flave trade, I never had the leaft
{cruple as to its lawfulnefs; I was upon

the whole fausfied with 1t, as the ap-
pointmient Providence had miarked out
for me; yet 1t was, in many refpedts,
far from elioible. It is indeed accounted
a genteel employment, and 1s ufually
very profitable, though to me 1t did not
prove fo, the Lord lceing that a large
increafe of wealth would not be good for

me. However, I confidered myfelf as
a fort of Goaler or Turnxey; and I was

fometimes fhocked with an employment

that was perpetually converfant with
chains, bolts, and fhackles. In this view

I had often petitioned in my prayers,
that the Lord (in his own time) would be
pleafed to fix me in a more humane call-
g, and (if 1t might be) place me where
I might have more frequent converfe with

his
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his people and ordinances, and be freed
from thofe lor{g' {feparations from home,

which very often were hard to bear : my
prayers were now anfwered, though in a

way I little expected. I now experienced
another fudden unforefeen change of
life: I was within two days of failing,
and to all appearance in good health as
ufual, but in the afternoon, as I was fitting
with Mrs. ¥ by ourlelves drink-
ing tea, and talking over paft events, I
was in a moment feized with a fit, which
deprived me of fenfe and motion, and
left me no other fign of life than that

of breathing.—I fuppofe it was of the
apoplectic kind—It lafted about an hour,

and when I recovered, 1t left a pain and
dizzinefs in my head, which continued
with fuch fymptoms as induced the phy-
ficians to judee it would not be fafe or
prudent for me to proceed on the voyage,

Accordingly, by the advice of my friend
O to
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to whom the fhip belonged, I refigned
the command the day before the failed;
and thus I was unexpeétedly called from
that fervice, and freed from a fhare of the
future confequences of that voyage, which
proved extremely calamitous. The per-
fon who went in my room, moft of the
officers, and many of the crew, died, and
the veflel was brought home with great
difficulty.

As I was now difengaged from bufinefs,
I left L , and fpent moft of the
following year at London and in Kent.
But I entered upon a new trial.—You
will ealily conceve that Mrs, *#*#%x
was not an unconcerned {peftator when
[ lay extended, and as fhe thought expir-
ing, upon the ground. In effe&, the
blow that ftruck me reached her in the
fame inftant: fhe did not indeed imme-
diately feel it, till her apprehenfions on my
account began to fubfide ; but as I grew
bester

n
o
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better, The became worle: her furprize
threw her into a diforder which no phy-
ficians could define, or medicines remove.
Without any of the ordinary {ymptoms
of a confumption, fhe decayed almoft
vilibly, till fhe became fo weak that
fhe could hardly. bear any one to walk
acrofs the room fhe was in., 1 was
placed for about eleven months in what
Dr, Young calls the |
¢« —dreadful poft of obfervation,
“ Darker every hour.”
It was not till after my fettlement in

my prefent ftation that the Lord was

pleafed to reftore her by his own hand,
when all hopes from ordinary means were

at an end. But before this took place,
I have fome other particulars to mention,
which muft be the fubjeét of the follow-
ing fheet, which T hope will be the ]aﬂ:
on this fubjet from

Your affeCtionate {ervant.

Febroary 1. 1763.
O 2 LET-
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LETTER XIV.

Dear Sir,

Y the direftions I had received from
~my friend at S¢. Kitt’s, 1 foon found

out a religious acquaintance in London.
I frft applied to Mr. B , and chiefly
attended upon his miniftry, when in
town. From him I received many helps,
both in public and private; for he was
plealed to favour me with his friendfhip
fromthe firlt. Hiskindnefs, and the intima-
cy between us has continued and increafed
to this day ; and of all my many friends, |
am moft deeply indebted to him. The
late My. H——d was my fecond acquaint-
ance; a man of a choice {pirit, and an
abundant zeal for the Lord’s fervice. I

enjoyed his correfpondence till near the
time
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time of his death, Soon after, upon Mr.
WWe———d’s return from America, my

two good friends introduced me to him ;.
and though I had little perfonal acquaint-

ance with him till afterwards, his miniftry
was exceeding ufeful to me. I had like-
wife accefs to fome religious {ocieties, and
became known to many excellent Chrif-
tians in private life. Thus, when at
London, 1 lived at the fountain-head, as
it were, for {piritual advantages. When I
was .in Kent 1t was very different, yet 1
found fome {erious perfons there; but
the fine varlegated woodland country af--
forded me advantages of another Kind.
Moft of my time, at leaft fome hours eve-
ry day, I paffed in retirement, when the
weather was fair 3 -fometimes in the thick-
eft woods, fometimes on the higheft hills,
where almoft every ftep varied the prof-
pect. It has been my cuftom for many
years to perform my devotional exercifes

O3 fud
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[ub dio, when 1 have opportunity, and I
always find thefe rural {cenes have fome
tendency both to refrefh and to compofe
my fpirits. A beautiful diverfified prof
pect gladdens my heart. When I am with-
drawn from the noife and petty works of
men, 1 confider myfelf as in the great
temple which the Lord has built for his

own honour.
The country between Rochefler and

Maidftone, bordering upon the Medway,
was well {fuited to the turn of my mind;
and was I to go over it now, I could
point to many a place, where I remember
to have either earneftly fought, or hap-
pily found the Lord’s comfortable pre-
fence with my {foul. And thus I lived,
{fometimes at London, and fometimes in

the country, till the autumn of the fol-
lowing year. All this while I had two

trials more or lefs upon my mind: the

r " - [

illnefs s
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illnefs ; fhe fhill grew worfe, and I had
daily more reafon to fear, that the hour
of {feparation was at hand, When faith
was in exercife, I was in fome meafure
refigned to the Lord’s will ; but too
often my heart rebelled, and I found it
hard either to truft or to fubmit. I had
likewife fome care about my future fettle-
ment ; the African trade was overdone
that year, and my friends did not care to
fit out .another fhip till mine returned,
I was fome time in {ufpence, but indeed
a provifion of food and raiment has fel-

dom been a caufe of great follicitude to
me. I found it eafier to truft the Lord

in this point, than in the former, and ac-
cordingly this was firft anfwered. In Au-
guft 1 received an account, that I was

nominated to the office of —,
Thefe places are ufually obtained, or at
leaft fought, by dint of much intereft and

application ; but this came to me un-
O 4 fought
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i'ought and unexpected. I knew, indeed,
my good friend in L——— had endea-
voured to- procure another poft for me,
but found it pre-engaged. I found af-
terwards, that the plﬁce I had mifled
would have been very unfuitable for me,
and that this, which I had no thought of,
was the very thing I could have wifhed
for, affording me much letfure, and the

liberty of living in my own way. Seve-
ral circumftances, unnoticed by others,

concurred to thew me, that the good hand
of the Lord was as remarkably concerned
in this event, as in any other leading turn
of my life.

But when I gained this point, my di-
firefs in the other was doubled : T was
obliged to leave Mrs, ®****% In the
greateft extremity of pamn and 1llnefs,
when the phyficians could do no more,
and I had no ground of hope that I thould
fee her again alive, but this——=That no-

thing
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thirg is impofiible with the Lord. T had
5 fevere conflict, but faith prevailed : I
found the promife remarkably fulfilled,
of ftrength proportioned to my need.
The day before I et out, and not tili
then, the burthen was entirely taken from
my mind ; I was ftrengthened to refign
both her and myfelf to the Lord’s difpo-
fal, and departed from her in a chearful

frame. Soon after I was gone, the began
to amend, and recovered {o faft, that in

about two months I had the pleafure to
meet her at Steze, on her journey to
f —

And now I think I have anfwered, if
not exceeded, your defire.  Since Ofoder
1755, we have been comfortably fettled
here, and all my circumitances have been
as remarkably fmooth and uniform, as
they were various in former years. My
trials have been light and few—not but
that I &ill find, in the expertence of every;

day,
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day, the neceflity of a life of faith. My
principal trial 1s—the body of fin and
death, which makes me often to {igh out

the Apoftle’s complaint, “O wretched
““ man!” but with him likewife I can

fay, < I thank God through Jefus Chrift
“ my Lord.” 1 live in a barren land,
where the knowledge and power of the
gofpel is very low ; yet here are a few of
the Lord’s people ; and this wildernefs
has been a ufeful {chool to me, where I
have ftudied more leifurely the truths I
gathered up in Londen. 1 brought down
with me a cenfiderable flock of notional

truth, but I have f{ince found, that there
1s no effe€tual teacher but God ; that we

can receive no farther than heis pleafed to
communicate ; and that no knowledge 1s
truly ufeful to me, but what is made
my own by experience. Many things
I thought I had learned, would not ftand

in an hour of temptation, till I had in this
way
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way learned them over again. Since the
year 1757, I have had an increafing ac-
quaintance in the Weft Riding of Zork-
fhire, where the gofpel flourifhes greatly.
This has been a good fchool to me: I
have converfed at large among all par-
ties, without joining any ; and in my at-
tempts to hit the golden mean, 1 have
{fometimes been drawn too near the dif-

ferent extremes ; yet the Lord has en-
abled me to profit by my miftakes. In

brief, I am f{till a learner, and the Lord
ftill condefcends to teach me. I begin
at length to fee that I have attained but
very little ; but I truft 1n him to carry on
his own work in my foul, and by all the
difpenfations of his grace and providence,
to increafe my knowledge of him, and of
myfelf.

'When I was fixed in a houfe, and found
my bufinefs would afford me much lej-
{fure time, I confidered in what manner I
fhould improve it. And now having

reafon
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reafon to clofe with the Apoftle’s deter-
mination, * to know nothing but Jefus
 Chrift and him crucified,” I devoted
my life to the profecution of {piritual

knowledge, and refolved to purfue no-
thing but in {ubfervience to this main de-
fign. ‘This refolution divorced me (as I
have already hinted) from the claffics and
mathematics. My firft attempt was to
learn fo much Greek, as would enable me

to underftand the New Teflament and
Septuagint y and when 1 had made fome
progrefs this way, I entered upon the He-
brew the following year 3 and two years
afterwards, having furmifed fome advan-
tages from the Syriac verfion, I began
with that language. You muft not think
that I have attained or ever aimed at a
critical fkiil in any of thefe: I had no bu-
{inefs with them, but as in reference to
fomething clfe. I never read one clafiic
author in the Greek ; 1 thought it too late
n hfe to take fuch a round ia this lan-

-::-, cuage

hbuj‘
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guage, as 1 had done in the Lasin. only
wanted the fignification of {criptural words
and phrafes, and for this I thought I might
avail myfelf of Scapula, the Synopfis, and

others, who had fuftained the drudgery be-
fore me. In the Hebrew I can read the hif-

torical books and pfalms, with tolerable
eafe; but in the prophetical and difficule
parts I am frequently obliged to have re-
courfe to Lexicons, &c. However, I know

fo much, as to be able, with fuch helps as
are at hand, to judge for myfelf the mean-

ing of any paffage I have occafion to con-
fult. Beyond this I do not think of pro-

ceeding, if I can find better employment s
for 1 would rather be fome way ufeful to
others, than die with the reputation of an

eminent linguiit.
Together with thefe ftudies, I have kept

up a courfe of reading of the beft writers
in divinity that have come to my hand, in
the Latin and Englifh tongue, and fome

Tivench (for I picked up the French at times,
while
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whilé I ufed the fea). But within thefe two
or three years, I have accuftomed myfelf
chiefly to writing, and have not found time
to read many books befides the {cripture.

I am the more particular in this account,
as my cafe has been {omeghing fingular ;
for in all my literary attempts, I have been
obliged to firike out my own path, by the
hght 1 could acquire from books, as I have

not had a teacher or afliftant fince I was
ten years of age.

One word concerning my views to the
sningfiry, and I have done.—I have told you

that this was my dear mother’s hope con-
cerning me ; but her death, and the fcenes
of hife in which I afterwards engaged,

jeemced to cutoff the probability. The firft

defires of this fort in my own mind, arofe
many years ago, from a refle€tion on Gal.

1. 23, 24. 1 could not but with for fuch a
public opportunity to tellify the riches of
divine grace. I thought I was, above moft

hving, a fit perfon to proclaim that faith-
ful
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ful faying, ¢ That Jefus Chrift came into
« the world to fave the chief of finners:"
and as my life had been full of remarkable
turns, and I feemed feletted to thew what
the Lord could do, 1 was in {ome hopes

that perhaps {ooner or later he might call
me Into this {ervice.

I believe 1t was a diftant hope of this
that determined me to ftudy the original
{criptures ; but it remamed an imperfect

defire in my own breaft, tll it was re-

commended to me by fome chriftian
friends. I ftarted at the thought, when

firflt ferioufly propofed to me; but after-
wards fet a part fome weeks to confider
the cafe, to confult“my friends, and to
intreat the Lord’s diretion—The judg-
ment of my friends, and many things that
occurred, tended to engage me. My firft
thought was to join the diffenters, from a
prefumption that I could not honeftly
make the required fubfcriptions: byg

Mr. C~—, in a converfation upon thefe
polits,
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points, moderated my fcruples ; and pre-
ferring the eftablifhed church in fome o-
ther refpects, I accepted a title from him
fome months afterwards, and foliicited or-
dination from the late Archbithop of 2414 ;
I nced not tell you I met a retufal, nor

what fteps I took afterwards to fucceed
elfewhere. At prefent I defift from any
applications. My defire to {erve the Lord
15 not weakened ; but I am not fo hafty
to puth myfelf forward as I was formerly.
It is {fufficient that he knows how to dif
pofe of me, and that he both can and will
do what 1s beft. To himI commend my-
felf : I truft that his will and my true in-
tereft are infeparable. To his name be
glory for ever. And thus I conclude my
ftory, and prefume you will acknowledge
I have been particular creugh. 1 have
room for no m% but to repeat tha

.'l ami, Sir, Yours,
February 2. I??J.,,:.,



