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To the Right Worfkipfull-
Sir Robert Cann, Kt..and Baronet,

Mayor of the City of Briftl.
~ Right Worfhipful,
’ Is master of juft amaxement, that fin -
i Jo wretched in its nature, [o pernicions
inits iffues 5 [bould yet obtain fo waft,
Jo general an Intereft all over the world.

This great difbouonr thus apparently done
as well to Reafon, as Religion, muft certain-
ly be attributed to the common depradrednefs
of mankinde, tothe nanghtinefs of onr own
bearts , which ( in this collapfed conditi-
on'of ours ) are now carnal, and fold un-

~aer fin. Or (a5 Solomon exprefferh it ) fully
fet in usto do evil. o

For the better .vedrefs whereof, Gad. ha-

o ving ereCted thofe folemn ordinances Ma-
; giftracy, and Miniftry, “bath put this matter
into both their Commiffions , making is-an e-..
minent part of their work in .their feveral”

fphears,,
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The Epiftle Dcdicatox.y,

f};bea_r;,’to give all due reoukes to vice, aJl
due enconragements to vertue 5 as the proper
direCt method both te civily and facred pel.
fare.

Such hath been the gracions care of God in
-onr behalf. Ewery good man mift, and will
beartily fay, Amen; Ol Jet this rightcous
Plealure of the L ord profper in their hands.

In fome defires of ferving thefe cood ends
was this difconrfc at firft compos’d 5 and [ince

thus publifbed. |

Honoured Sir, Ouiitting any -cirenitons

ambages.; I [ball only take lecawe with all dye
gratefylucefs to acknowledge the many oblige-
ments you have pleafed to lay npon me : and
by this paper te offcr to your fecond Meditati-
ons,what yon wouchfafed [o religioufly te re-
Jent, when firft preached before yon, by '

Briftol, - Qi
augronsy  -Honoured Sit,

Y our juftly obliged, and
Irq{ly (’h'um"ble 'f'_e"rgant

Samuel Croﬁ'mzm.

- o - *“"'-"_
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‘ A
Preached in Chrifts Church at Briftol, At the .
Aflizes holden for that City and County,

Augnft 1. 1676,
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St. Matth, 24 12,

And becanfe iniguity [ball abound, the love
of many ﬂall' wax cold.

REERRNE® Scvcre declaiming againdt prefent

RO ENI P times, may be in fome cafes not o
T Ml much the truit of plety, as of pet-

R tilhnefs. A querulous ingratitude

i ‘.-,‘towards God)and as unhandfomc
SRR difingenuity towards men.

| "Tis a caution . juftly given-by

Solompn s [ay net, what is the caufe that the formerdays
were better then thefe 2 for thou doft not enquire wifely

cancerning thisy, Eccl. 7. xo. Certain 1i 1s, thewl?r:ﬁ .
| ~ hath
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hath its frequent vicifitudes in morals, as well as
in naturals. It hath had its open alternations and

{cafons of finking fometimes into viece and of re-
covering it {clfagain at other times to fome compe-

‘teat degrees of vertue ; elfe we had long fince come

to thofe fad Herenles pillars whereof the Poct {o faty-

rically {peaketh,

Nos habet #wlteriys quad ;;oﬂriﬁ' moribus addat
- pofteritas.——

“Sin had long agorifen to its utmoft Zesith, its fui-

left growth and height, beyond which it could

“have proceeded no further.

But ftill though fome ages may have the happy lot

- of appearing as a hopeful {pring after a dead winter

yet others prove as a declining autumn after a more

truitful fummer. The fucceflion of ages 'tis VCI}/ of-
.ten like that of families, Ifa pious Jofrab comes forth

after a‘\wretched Amon 5 'tis astruea wicked Aunaf-

~ Jeh may fucceeda righteous Hezechiah, This decay
touching thefe laft days, ’tis notonly the conplaint
-of the vulgar ( where we have many times as much

paflion, as-judgement )but the deep {fenfe and for-

row ofall impartiall ferious perfons, that iniquity
. abounds, and. the love of sanywaxeth cold.

‘We have in this and the next Chapter our Sa-
‘viours memorable predjétion both of the deftrutti-
on of Ferufalem, andof the end of the world, The
’%’ormcr. as fome Embleme,- and adumbration ot the
rlatter.

plain

(3)

Plain it is from all writers, {carceany judgement
( in many circumftances ) tuller of confternation
then that which befell thefe hard hearted Fews for
their rcjeltion of Chriff, Their fin ’twas dearly
’ bought, dearly paid for.
fhat kingdom which had {ometime appeared as
Princefs among the provinces 5 that City which had
been fo honourably fted, the joy awnd beaunty of the
whole carth 5 that Temple which Tacitus acknow-
ledgeth a firucture of moft immenfe magnificence
and richessonc ot the juft wonders of the world
(as otherscall 1t) for all exquifitnefs and {plendour;
loe, now peopleand kingdom, City and Temple, all
thefc goodly butldings laid together under one coms-
mon ruinous heap. And if Fofcphus ( their own hifto-
rian ) may be belicved,

¥
§

“Oq /.Ln'J\a 7:5'7:1)7% oINSttt m'gry 4y 678
arpacqiy ok mooreNdsor  ¢ove,
J

Travellers pafling by could fcarce fec or fay 35 here

was once Jerufalens.
The ftones of emptinefs, and linc of contufion
were now truly enough ftretch’c upon ic, Twrwas
Rufws ( that ywan, that Wicked wreteh , as the
Jewifh writers with indignation call him ) had
now drawn a plough m{cornover that very place,
’ where formerly the Temple ftood. Vulfilling lite-
. rally whatwas (1n all probability ncither believ’d
-y nor fear’d though ) 1o exprefsly toretold 5 Ziom for
] - your fake fhall be plowed as a field, and Jerufalem fhall
become beaps, ard the weuntain of the houfe, as r,?;:
1 lich
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(4)
highplaces of the forreft, Mich. 3. 12,

Thus was the admired Naomi become now ano-
ther AMarah. The joyous City and people madca {ad
{peitacle ot aftonifhment, afccond 8hilo, apillar of
falt, atcirour and warning toall.

Men and Brethren! let us not deceive our felves,
(in’11s no trifle, norcan God be mocked. He thar
tpared not Jernfalews, how fhall he fpare us, if we
tread under foot the things that belong to our

(3)

from the perfons feducing, fuch as Benchochab, that
falfe fon of the ftars, with his wilde rabble after

him: {ome from the numerous heaps of perfons fe-
duced, crying loc here, and loc there ! in a mecer
phrenzy of delufion ; whereby the luftre of the Chri-
ftian Church became greatly ccclipfed, and multi-
tudes ( no doubt ) unhappily cool’d, and taken off
trom the duc embracement of the Gofpel.

Such fad {pe&acles ( both the one and the other )

eace !

! The Text 't1s one of thofe previous fignes, which.
ihould forerun Ierufalems ruine. Many whereof( as
Aretins very well obicrves) 4d diem judicii guoque ac-
commodari poffint, they do as well fuit with, and
may as fafely be applyed to, thefe laft days of the
world, asthofc of Ierufalems fall. So that we may
too truly fay 5 this day is this Scripture fulfilled, ix-
qiity 4Lﬂfzdctb and the love of many waxeth cold.

have moft ages afforded : {o prone have fome been to
believe a liec.  And founable have others been, to
{tep over this ftone of offence, and to continue ( not-
withftanding this fore temptation) a {ober conftant
love to deferted, flighted truth.

. 3ly, Andlaftly, Iniguitie,that 15, taking theex-
preflion (asfome others ) at a greater latitude, it
then importcl:h s Commnnen nature humane pravita-
tem, thecommon pravity of humance nature. As if’
our Saviour had faid, thisas another Ni/us {hall o-

Iniquity, thatis, ( takingthe wordas Grotizns in . .
il » ( 5 verflow all 1ts banks.

a reftrictive {enfe) the iniquity of perfecutions, the
continuance and encreafe of their favage cruelties a-
gainft Chriftians. Sucha bloody trade did the Devil
then drive i thole primitive perfecutions. ‘Oh what
abundant caufe of thankfulnels to God have we ! to
whom Divine providence hath referved milder
times, times of {crenity and freedom in the pro-
feflion of Chriftian religion. May we be wife un-
to {obernefs , and make a might improvement of

Exiliet frenis Natura vemotis,

The reins being laid loofe, mankinde fhall be feen
to run even wilde into all excefs of vice : TTanuwlivar,
thatis, ‘twill not be the bare {ubfiftence and being
of fin, but fin multiplyed and encreafed: meafures
’ of iniquity heaped, and running over ; {in rampant,
with all circumftances of hainoufnefs accompany-

our mercies. o e ofit : fulflline ¢l SN S

. Or 2dly, Iniguitie, thatis({ay others)thofc ma- o ";8 otit , U {ngt}at zznment Ui eobt. € pro-

; nifold {candals, which not long after did arife, fome liletb theprefsis full, the fats overflow 5 their wic-
ednefsisgreat, Toel.3.13.

‘ trom B 2 Such
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(6)
Such (faith our Saviour ) will be the forepart of ,
‘the leene, and the latter as dilmal s The love of many '
Jball wax cold. That love which is the end of the l

’ (7)

‘f then oblerve s AfFthofe feafons wiien people both mickt
and fhould be beft, it may[o fall out,that they prove thon
far sz:ﬂ.

3. ‘Lhielaft view of the words 1sin fome refpe@s.

commandment, that love whichis the fulfilling of
the whole faw 5 Yuyiours, 1t {hall lofe its vita]

heatand warmth. It{hall becomein this hard fea-
{on, asitwere trozen to death 3 difheartned, and
driven oft the ftage by the violence of fin, An ifue

fad enough, but too likely to enfue where fin pre-
vails. Verapictas extinguetury 10 Gerbasd, the prodi-

clous torrent and inundation of {in, fhall even

quenchy and difcourage allmoftall pratice or own-
wig of any piety or vertue.

Wec have 1n the words (without any labour of
more curtous divifion ) the caufc and etteét, the an-
tecedent and confequent, all of the fame {ad com-
plexton;; fin upon f{in, and mifery upon mifery as
devouring waves immediately following one ano-
ther. Iniquity fhall abound, and the love of many fall

wax cold,
From the ver{c as it ftands capable of a various

afpecl, wehaveleveral weighty truths emergent,
fuch as may {adden us, but {fuch as muft alfo con-
cern us.

1. Looking upointhe werds i their caufality and
influence they bear, the former to the latter, we
may thence obferve ; the growthand encreale of fin,
't1s an extreme prejudice and hindrance to all good-
nels. Becanfe iniquity fhall abeurd, the love of many

Shallwax cold,
- 2. Locoking upon the wordsas they {tand in con-

rmure with the times they poigt unto, we I{lay

yet fadder ; Looking on them as one of the previous
lignes of Teryfalcms deftruCtion, they plainly im-

port; The cuercafe of finy the decay of pictyy they ave

things fatal and ominous to any people, prefages of 71i2-

pending calamity, where thefe go betore we may

juftly fear the tragical fequels they here relate to.
Ther fhall there be great tribulation. wvers, 21,

1. Looking upon the words in that caufality and
influence the former bear to the latter, we may

thence obferve, the growthand increafc of fin, ’ris

an cxtreme prejadice and hindrance to all goodnefs.,

Becanfeiniguitic fhall abound, the love of wiany fhall

wax cold ; {in, ‘tisas the weeds in-the ficld, their
encreafe impairs the whole crop of corn 3 orasthat
venemous tree the Areadian Yew-trece 5 which ( as
Plinic relates ) cafteth a deadly killing fhade 5 no-
thing kindly thrives wherever that fpreads its
branches. That menas men, owe to God a life of
vertue, andas Chriftians a Iife of more tranfcen-
dent piety ; 2ll our hearts, and 1ndeed the whole
world mult freely yield, and Eccho, Yes. Dut alas?
where {in {ets up 1ts hellifh ftandard, how fhall this
be performed? Humane nature is weak and exam-
ple proves more then whole loads of argumente,
Pecorim vitu antecedentiun greges [equintior , pey-

gc”tcf 3non qu‘% ’[l‘f (‘2{)}6/1{};‘1 ﬁd (]mi 7Hiy X Idl(] Senece

very truly ; weare like fheep following the com-
mon tract of others, though never fo far out of our

WY 9% .
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avay : principles of good are but faint and weak c-
ven in the beft : whea the 1ron age comes on indecd,

the next news 1s,

Vidla jacct pictas.

Vice goes up, and the facred intercft of vertue that
goes as falt down. S

Dayly experience fheweth 1t 1n things natural,
Coatrarics ( we fay ) abide not together. They are
of'a contending nature ; thcone chaleth away the
other. Thuswhere darknels cometh, light 1s for-
ced to go @ Thus where the extremity of cold pre-
vaileth, the more defirable warmth and heat are
1>tt. Thecale, “tisparallel in a diviner {fenfe - after
this manner ( faith the Apoftle) doth fin €ymepariea
Rom. 7. 23. It fighteth, and fighteth in carneft a-
gainft the whole intereft of holinefs. It {cemstocr
OUTL agning picty, as the Edomites did agalnf’c I(‘)‘Ufz)t,-
[caz 5 Rafe ity vafe it, cven to the grownd. Letbut
cvil once get up, and that will quickly bring down
whatever 1s good. Where the one ufurps the other

becomes dethroned. | |
To be'truly religious in the beft times’tis much,

but to be fuch inbadtimes , ‘tisalmofta miracle:

If ill words be cnough ( as the dpoftle oblerves) to
corrupt good mamncrs ; 1l words, and 1l works put

both together, are much moreableto doit. Infuch
a common degeneracy one Lot, onc Noah is a grecat

raritie in Gods own reckoning. Thee ( that 1s thee
only ) hawve I fecn righteoys before me in this gencrati-

To

ony Gen. 7. 1.

't
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(9)

To put the cafeintoa familiar way of inftance

when Athetim and contempt of religion fhall gene-
rally reign, how f{hallan ingenuous perfon ( with-
out very much conflict 1n himfclf ) be able to bear up
any due acknowledgments of God in all bis ways ?

when almoft all places {hall ran 1nto drunkenels end

exceflive healths, how fhall the moft fober perfon
contain himfelf withur the due bounds of tempe-
rance ? when uncleannefs and all manner of wanton
lufts fhallappear Epidemical, impudent, and as
the finof Sodes ; how hard is it then to oblerve
and honour chaftity as itought > when people fhall
every wherce become cffeminate and foad 1n their
attire, how roth fhall we be to expole our felves to
the fcorn of others, by continuing a plain, decent
mode(t habit?when profanc {wearing fhall grow the
common dialet, how prone will our own lips be to
take up thole unhappy accents ? when every novell
wilde opinion, fhall grow the more creditable relt-
gion, who can then (without very much grace,)
{teadily confift with ancient found do8irine? Laftly
( toask nomore of thele fadning queltions) when

. N
debauchednels and drollery fhall grow the only

oentile mode, oh how ready fhall we all then be,.

to grow afbamed of holinefs and the fear of God ?
Thus may a righteous caule become opprefled, and
religion it {elfeven laught to {corn through the in-
{olencies of fin.

Under fuch hard circumftances, the beft of men

may be prone to fall 1nto fuch convulfive fits 4.
as onc {ometimes exprelsed 3 Ah! gwoties mecune

dixi nnmquid cgo folns fapio ¢ &c. It is the fe-
cret

- e ———— — —— —— —— . = e e S - - -
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( 10)

cret language of many a good mans heart; Lord!
-1y Judgmeent is fatispied, my affeiion [etled 5 I conld

sru'y [ay 5 merhinks no life Like a life of ferions pie-
1y. Buiwhen I look abroad into the world, I [ce tis

far otherwile & Lo, there, rioting and drunkcancfs,
chambering and wantoncfs, frife and envying. And

thefe things, I muft confifs, almoft qucnch and cool

all nzy formeer willing thorglts for besven & I conld

ofteir lay my hand upon my beart, and fay ; what 2
am I wifery am Ibett.r then others 2 who, or what do

I take my felftobe g

Oh my Brethren! A holy life 1t is not with-

out its difficulties: Lo, here the {nare unfeen,
the tempration that prefleth {o hard upon the

moft candid perfons; They are many tumes bet-
ter inwardly then they know to fhew themfelves

outwardly 35 Others are bad, and this maketh
them halt athamed to be good @ Loth they are
to difoblige, loth to do any thing, which inight
{cem to reflet on the vices of others. And this
makethus {till at our former lofs 5 fin deprefleth
better things « \When that 15 at 1ts highelt Tio-

pick. Religion is ufually then at its loweft,
\Weeommonly {fay ( and the preceding nftan-

ces are evidence enough of it ) that {carce any

man {finncth fingly to himfelfalone @ he becomes a

{narc and danzertoothers, At this unhappy rate
have the overflowings of ungodlinefs in thele Jaft

days drowned many. The devids work proves done

to his hand. Ingzenuous nacures become dayly des

bauch’d, hopeful inclinations immcediacely Dlaft-
ed, green unpoiz’d years ealily drawn alide. And

a4l
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(11)

all this through the common encreafe of fin, Thus
as the Poet faid, is 4ffrea driven away ; or rather
thus may wec {ay, is Piety weakned and wounded
amongft us. ' |

Honoured and Beloved ! the confideration itis.
momenitous, 1tis truly great-and weighty, it cal-
leth upon us all in our. {everal places, to be real
and carneflt for the {upprefling of evil, left other-
wifc that pulleth down whatever is good : our
kindnefs to fin, 1t 1s our unkindnefs to God. So
far as we countenance vice, {o far we frown upon
vertue ¢ and tread under foot whatever is honeft,
whatever 1s lovely, whatever 1s praiffeworthy in the
{ight of God, or men.

2dly, Looking upon the words as they ftand in
conjuncture with the times they point to, we may
then obfcrve ; 4t thof¢ feafons when people both

b

might and foould be beft , it may fo fall ont that they
prove then far mmﬂ,
- 'We may look upon the prefent arraignment as
relating either to the fins of the Zews or of the
Gentiles. Tis. the fame truth we have, the fame
equal grounds for the obfervation in both.

1. In reference to the Jews: N

*Twas Gods complaint 1n the prophet ; Whes
Twonld bave bealed Iracl then the iniquity of Ephraim
was difcovered, Hof.7. 1. An extreme improper
Jeafon. The accent oftime when, made the offence
{fevenfold the greater. "Twas fin very ill timed.
Such was ZIcrufalems cafe. The AMeffiah was now
come, on this very dcﬁgn,‘l‘ hat he might deftroy the

works of the dewil, the Carknefs was now pafs't,
and




(12)

and the true light fhining , life and immortality
( thofe dear defirable things ) brought now to
light. The times of former ignorance God had
- winked at : but now call'd upon all men cvery
where to repent. The Apoftles ( thofe bleffed Mi-
nifters of ftate ) ready at hand toaffift in this hea-
venly work. A definitive time prefixt, (as in the
Ninevites cale ) yet within a few years, or it would
be too late. Temple and City, and People, would
all lie under afhes, if the fore threatned judgment
were not prevented by a religious {peedy turning
to God. '

Butlo, afterall, in ftead of grapes, behold wilde
grapes, inftead of holinefs to the Lord, it pro-
veth ( as the Apeftle relateth their cafe ) far o»
therwife ; 4 filling up their fims that wrath micht
;‘or)zeéupozz them to the uttermofd, 1 Thef. chap. 2. ver.
15,16,

Iernfalem that very people to whom Chrift had:
fo divinely preach’t ; Never man [pake like this

man, Iohny.46. that very people over whom he

had {o pathetically mourned , 4And wher he was

come near, he beheld the City and wept over it ,

Luk.19. 41. that very people for whom after all
their indignities, and in the midft of all his own

extremeft Agonies, he yet foaffetionately prayed,,

Father, forgive them for they know not what they do,,

L#R.23.34. that ver{y people toward whom his.
0

bowels had always {o particularly, {0 tenderly
yearned, Ob Teryfalem, Ierufalem! how often wonld
I have gathered thy children together, eves as an her

gathereth her chickens 2 Math, 23, 37, yet this, this.

very

!

(13)

very people, as if uncapable of being obliged b
all 3&12 nﬁ:thods of lovcP and f{weetnefs : ngothing
can rellifh, nothing feems to take with them but
fin and hell : Iniquity abounds.

Men and Brethren! who can conceive how far
the hopefulleft perfons, the faireft feafons may
fall fhort of divine expeltation ? "Twas Yersfalems
cafe, it was their fin, 'tis our danger. -
Or 2dly, It we take the words as relating to
the fin of the Gewntiles, the aggravation is ftill the
fame. now was their Accepted time, now was
their Day of falvation. Now were thofe wilde
branches to be ingrafted with fo much honour
into the good Olive : Divine grace, hitherto o
great a ftranger to them, and they to that, fought

now for their embraces, this was their heavenly

nuptiall day, Lo ( faith the Apoftle ) we turx teo
the Gentiles 3 that is, to carry, and tender to
them that kingdom, thofe treafures of mercy ,
which you Zews {0 unworthily turn your backs
upon, how juftly might the worth of the mef-
fage make the feet of thofe holy men who brought
thefe blefled tidings beautiful and welcome to
them ? yet here alfo, ( as if all flefh were will-
fully fet upon walking contrary to God ) we
finde the holy City troden under foot by thefe
Gentiles, and by them polluted with idols.

" The religious Tersfalerz- was now turned into a-
prophane £lia; A fwines head'{ét'upat the gates
In cs)eriﬁon' of the Jews s And ( that they might
at once bid - the mor'é“OJ}en -defiance té' Chriftia
nity, ‘and’ give the fllleft eftabliffiment  to Wea-
S C 2 thenifme )

hY




(14)

theni{ine ) a templc 1s fet up for Inpiter with all
Paganifh folemnities upon Mount Ziox,
- It might bave then been faid with very little
alteration as in the Pfalms; The bloud of thy A-
poftlesand primitive Martyrs have they fhed like
water 1n the ftreets. 3 the dead bodics of thy
Samnts have they given to the beafts of the earth
not only putting them to death but ( as Tucitus
though a heathen confeffeth ) Percuntibus addits
Iudibria, ut ferarune tergis conteli, canum laniats
wnterirent , &cC, The moft barbarous inhumane
cruclties ( cruclties not fit to be related for theip
unparallel'd favagenefs ) were frequently addegd
tn the manner of taking away the lives of thefe
holy men 5 making the Chriftians extreameft dy-
ing torments their play, their fport, and paftime,
So that look whiclh way we will, wehave much
one and the fame joylefs profpe&t flill before us,
Im’z:zitj every wheve aboundeth, o

nd now .may we too jultly come from Zers-

falere home to our felves : He that fhould fome-
time fince have asked us here in England - If
God fhould put up the fword of blood and waronce
more into its fheath 5 If God fhould pitty our
wilde confufions, and reftore. our ancient rightful
Government i .peage ; If God! fhould recall his
deftroying Angel,:and - arrow of noifome peftiy
lence; {paring a remnant.of us asbrands pluckt out
of the ﬁre:,. would we after fuch {evere judgements,
after fuch- fignal mercies.wallow. as fwine in the
mire of\fin auy. more 2 T know we fhould have
%ycncq,‘md} wdignationy as Hazacl did to the
T D ' PI‘OPth;',

(15-)

Prophet ; Is thy fervant a dog that I Joonld do this
thing 2 But, not to difpute that queftion ; we
may thankfully fay, men we arc, not dogs : and
vet as dogs have we returned to this vomit.

Lct me ( as Samuel once faid to the Ifraclites )
reafon a little with you before the Lord in this
matter. Can we in cool blood think that we
were delivered to commit all thefe evils ¢ Or
that vicious courfes carry any thing of a realon-
able manlike return to divine goodnefs for fuch
tender mercics? can wecome off at the bar of owr
own confcience, with any cxcufe that. holdeth
water, that beareth worth or weight 1n 1t ¢°Do
we thus requite the Lord , 0b foolifh people and un-
wif¢ 2 Shall good nature and Education teach us
better carriage toward men, for kindnefles recel-
ved from them, and fhall not Religion and grace
much more keep us from returning evil for good!

unto God ? Hath former biftory brou%ht ?ﬁch.

honourable reports to us, of others that have
been o eminently good in bad times, and fhall

Future biflory tranimit our ‘names with o much

difzrace to pofterity, for being as wrechedly bad
in good-times ? Oh that this danger and reproach:

might be rolled from us. |
%thit,: we might and fhould be, under: thofe

manifold. advantages and mercies {Vhich ( bleffedt

be God ) we comfortably enjov, our own confci-
ences are able to inform us. What we are, 1t 1s
matter . of amazement to moft that know or hear

of us.,

1

I - ~ Former

- relldem. - - . - --
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. Formeér ages 1n this Hland ( it may be

had their peg::uliar {tains ; as CG:’Idw Yand i)?:\lf]ea;:f
| l | other Writers pathetically enough relate, Byt
B fuch a general irruption of all forts of fin as now
N we fcarce finde inany hiftory. If heretoforé times
have been fhamelefly diflolute, it is now much
more. The foundations themfelves are very fap
. out of courle. "Fis become with many open A-
g thetfm toward God ; the Almightly himfelf jg
3 not {pared. "Tis become with many meer giddy
{cepticifin in the moft fundamental points of
o faith 5 that faith which is reverently to be em-
braced, not rudely or defultorioufly to be toffed
to and fro. “Tis become with many common
fchifm and feparation from the publick affemblies
of the Church. A general irreverence, contempt

and fcorn of allmoft all Government.

~ And what too eafily follows from fuch unto-

‘ward premifes, the utmoft immoralities of life. |
Thole evils which modeft nature would hereto. “
fore have flartled at, they grow now the fathion
ana familiar praftice of multitudes, what horrid
{wearing ! the firft and chief language that is
heard from many children in the open ftreets :
what common drunkenncfs! what wretched Jewd-
nefs ! as if we might abufé our lves, and dif
{-)10’.10“[1,' our mgjcs : {:hofé li]od,ies, which fhould
be as 1o many Templesto the holy ‘Ghoft, after a-
ny fordid Iénl{lal mt[:e, as we ,Ieaféy. Shak

i - Sy

dome, debauchednefle ( as the samies of Hell ) up-
on

What intolerable phantafticalneffe of habjt !
what filthy lacivioufuefs of fpeech ! what loath- -

(17)
on the whole Converfation ! {o that as Reverend
Hammond complaineth ) were it not for fome
few ancient primitive {pirited perfons, we might
have reafon to think and fay. ; That Cbr{[‘%an
men are grown the impurcft part of the world.

"Tis a {mart cxprobration we meet with in
Selvian upon this account, Non [ufficiupt multis
confuctudinarij reatws, non vinolentie , non adulte-
ria, non homicidia 5 nifi manus ctiam in Deum.
injiciant. 'The ordinary rates of fin would not
then ferve mens turns, they were furioufly fet
upon it ( like thofe Giants 1n the Poet ) to fly in.
the very face of God himf{elf. '.

Men and brethren ! we muft with bluthing
confefle ; to thefe high fpring tides of fin., to

this exorbitant outragious pofture are we alfo

ral particulars found true againftus ; They over-
paffe thedeeds of the wicked, Icr. 5. 28. In. defi-
anoe of all fober counfel from. God or man.; ma-
ny will be not only wicked:, but ( to ule solo~
eons phrafe, Wicked overmuch, though to theafto-
nithment of beholders , they thereby defiroy;
themfelves., and die before their time.

Magiftracy we have , and Miniftery we have;
And blefled be God:, we have them. But fill:
( like the cburlith Owartam Ague 5 that ftubborn:
dedecus medicorum ) as if the difeafe were too
ftrong for. the phylick ; or our diftemper-above
the means of cure : much fo it fareth with.us :
fin proveth ( as thole fows of Zerviah ) too hard.
for us , 1t feems to bear no check; but rather

{trugleth.

come. The profphets Inditment may be in feve-
f
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firugleth to get further ground of us. And -ae
muit lament together , both Magiftrates and Mi-
nilters ; whether through defetivenefs in us, or

through averienefle and renitencies in the peo-

ple , or through the juft dipleafure of God a-
gainf¥ this. whole Age; lo it 1s , the good work
of God for the {upprefling of vice and promo-
ting of -vertuc and pietie, {ucceedeth but very

(19) f

place, asbecometh perfons that truly fear God.

aly, The laft afpect of the words, 1s upon lome
account ( in reference to the confequences) yet
{adder. As they are one of the previous fignes of
Ternfalenss deltrullion, they import 5 7 he encreafe
of [in, the decayof Picty, they are khe prefages of much
smpending calamitic, | |

t. The encreafe of fin 5 what difeales, and 1n-
fections are to our bodies perfonally, fuch are

poorly upon our hands.

- Thefe things are not {poken, that we fhould as
B {hips in a {ea-ftorm ftall. fowl -one upon another.
B God forbid ! Obliquitics of this nature were the
adding of evil to cvil, thdt our guilt might be-
come yet greater. He that 1s without {in, let him
caft the firft ftone at his neighbour. ]

~ "Tis not the nature or temper of true holynefs
to make much popular noife 1n the world 5 as if

common raging vices to Kingdoms, and Nations
publickly ; ipparcnt ill habits, moral Peftilences.
If the former may be death to us, the latter may
be astruly ruinetothem. The dmorites fin was the

Amorites undoing.

We are told in the Prophet, 4mos 9.8. Tbe
cyes of the Lovd God are upor the finful king-
desse 5 and T will deftroy it from of the face of
the carth, [aith the Lord. Thus is {in the abomi-

we were then only the brave Heroes, -and Cham-
pions for Religion , when ave can moft fatyrical-

nation that maketh defolate wherever 1t cometh.
The Achan, the accurfed thing that always trou-

bleth Gods Ifrael.

ly lafh at others, No, no: every man {tands. or
.fgllls to bhis own mafter. The greateft complai-
nants, ( if the cafc be impartially fearcht, ) are
fometimes found, perfons as deeply in fault as
dfly. L |
YThe.bePc, the holieft may fafely lay their hands
in a due modeftnels upon their hearts, and fay 3 4re
there not with us, even with ns alfo, [ins againft the
Lord onr God ¢ '

The. beft acquitment of our felves in times of

There is no delufion more frequent then for
wicked perfons to flatter themfclves with hopes
of favourable fair iffues, in their moft villanous
fowleft a-tions. 'Tis taken for granted, fomemav
be £ bold, fo hardy, as to fay 5T fhall havepeacc
thoueh I walk in the imagination of minc heart, 1o
Jdd dskosnefs to thinft But it fcems the Conclu-

fion is too hatily drawns Gods rcckonin% an,d
ntihe

cemmon corruption, were, to walk asNoah, and
to grieve as Lot ; Ingenuoully to mourn, and ex-

cheirs agree not. The Lord will not fbare binm 5
anger and jealonfy of the Lord fhall fmoke againft tfmt

, ' | SO e ) L wian. Dent.29. 1, 20, {0 inleparable a connexion
emplarily to deport our fclyes, gvery man lﬁaléés 5 ere
X .




(20 )
there is Cetween the cauleand the eife . Cein quick-
ly tound it a real truth. He hath no {ooner done
his bloudy work, butr the next tidings is - Aty
punifbment is greater thon Leaw bear. Gen, 4,13, 31y
my firey one and the fame word is lete in the Hebrew
to exprels both, in token thar the finner carricth
bis puntfhment in his fin, It he will needs have
the one ; God will fee that he fhall alf have the
other.
" The cale it 1s plainly the fame toward whole
Nattons, that we finde here toward one Cuin: If
there be any difference, ‘tis this 5 fome pious lear-
ned perfons who have moft follicitoufly obfery'd
the methods and hiftory of Divine Providence
have thought ; that God who fheweth many
times {uch great patience toward particular per-
{ons n their fins 5 proceedeth ufually with a
more vifible feverity, when fin becometh com-
mon and National 1 when all flefh fhall have cor-
rupted their way ; then is a time for God to take
the cale more immediately into his own hand,
then may we fear days of vengeance and vifi-
taticn.,

All ages, all hiftories have jointly exemplified
the reality of this danger : thus ( Xewnophon rela-
teth )the Perfran Monarchy became ruined :

% ’ '
Al Ty exeivoy mpl v O¢s dae Coiay >
migl I% avlpwrss adluar ¢ive,

In part through their impieties toward God, in
part through their injuries and cvil courfes  to-
.. ward

(21)

ward men. ‘Thus the Grecians, and thus after
them the Ramans, they alfo tell. Asvice was feen
to ri‘e, they and theiv Eapire were as manifeftly
obferved to decline aud fall. |

An hund-ed Walls (asthe Cemedian [porengly
fvd in chat ferious macter ) are no deleace to @
vici ms City 5 It licth flill open and naked to
all mifery.

Y ¥
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Thus firmly was this great truth belicvcgl, thus
openly afferted among the Heather: by their own
Pocts. For thefe things ( fay they) God hath vift-
ted , and for thefe thines God will yct v{'ﬁt.. SO
that , if we cither credit Gods word or mans
experience , we may fafely fay 5 fin leads to
yiine. o |

odly, The decay of Piety , that is likewie as

hard an abodement : we finde this very cafe pro-

pos'd as Mofes's, life or death, a blcﬂing oracu.rfé,
and the fequel left tothe peoples practical chotcee.
The Lord is with yon. while ye be with bim : but if

ye forfake bimy be will forjake yous 2 Chron, 15. 2.

As if the great Crifis lay perfedly here ; And the
trucit calculation of all publick welfare or mligr{,
were to be derived from our faithfulnefs, or unfaith-

fulnefs to God. o | |
Religion 1t 15 as thofec facred minifirations in

the Temple ; the prefervatives of the City. And
on the contrary, where the Hely five goeth out:
where the Duily facrifice ceafeth ; calamity ﬁ:en}-
a D a eth
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(22)
eth there to follow (asitwere ) of courfe.

When Abrahans gives over interceding, then
Sodom burns down to afhes indeed. When 24fcs's

hands fall down through faintnefs, then Amalck

prevaileth ¢ When there 1s none found to ftand
in the gap, then God powreth out his indigna-
tion upon Ifracl : When the Difciples fall to {lum-
ber, wemay too truly {ay s then ts Satans hour and
the power of darknefs.

I confels, we neither need, nor can believe ,
that every {tir and buftle that 1s prepofteroufly
made in the world about Religion, goceth for re-
al piety in the fight of God. We have all of us
more of drofs then gold; More of carnal paflion
and animofity, then of {piritual devotion and
zeal for God or Heaven. Religion, ’tis a facred
concern, and muft be modeftly , not boifteroufly
mamraged. There 1s {carce any confideration fad-
der then that of thofe manifold difmal mifchicfs
that have been alted from miftakes of this na:
ture.

But {till there is {uch a thing , as a cordate
afleCtion , and forwardnefle for Religion ; Our
boundcn duty, and of great price 1n the fight of
God : and whercver this hrft love ts once loft ,
we may juftly fear , Gods Candleftick is in im-
minent danger of being removed.

It werc extreme arrogance, and difrefpet to-
ward the common fenfe of mankinde, for any of
ws to think, that flights of Religion are fafe
things. Italie ( {aith the Poet ) hath {marted
jorcly upon this very account ;

D

v — - s -
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D} multa wegleéli dedeye
Hefperie wula lnuoje, *

And we finde Lizy taking up the cafe into a
peremptory {tanding aflertion ; Omnia profpera
evenunt colentibus Deos , adverfa fpernentibus 5 all
things . faith he ) fucceed well where Religion
is ducly obferved ; and where that lieth negle-
Qed all thungs go ufually as backward and 1ll.

But we fhall clofe up this Confideration with
a greater Teftimony then any of thefe, even that
of dying Mufes , who taking his laft leave of If-
racl, and having forcwarned them , that in
cafe of their revolt from God, he would heap up
mifchicfs upon them ; at length fealeth up his
whole Difcourfe with this moving Argument ,
putting duty and mercy both together. Obferve
( faith he ) all the words of this law 5 for 1t #°
not a wain thing for yon, becanfe it # your flife ,
and through this thing ye fhall prolong your days in
the land whither ye go, over Iordan to poffefs it
Deut. 32. 46, 47. May tt be our care to approve
our felves faithfull in the one ; may it be our lot:

to experience Gods goodneffe in the cther.




(24)

The App/ calion.

And nyww Howenred and Belowed ! 1 have L
ovic Vfe to make of the whole : but it calleeh for
the utmoft ferioufnefs at all our hands.

Such (as you have heard ) fuch is the rifenefs,

fuch the contagioufie’s, fuch the deftrudiveness
of Sin. In Gods moit holy Name, let us fearand
tremble , left we alfo fall under chis {ad infe -
on, and {o iniquity become:h our ruine.
It fovereign gntidotcs be fo greatly efteemced
1 times oi common Peftilence 5 (unlefs we do
moft wretchedly prevaricare in the whole pro-
feflion of Religion ) thus highly muft e value ,
thus heartily muft we feck Gods Grace , as the
fouls divine , and only true Antidote in evil
times.

And blefled be God,a holy watchfulnefs ( duly

kept up ) may preferve us,  while fecurity and

carelefnels would moft certainly betray us into
danger. Watch awd pray, that ye enter not into
Temptation.

Diogencs Lacrtins veporteth of Secrates, though

he lived in Athens, where the plaguc often raged,
cven to extremity 1n his time : yet by his (tri&d
Temperance he kepe himfelf in perfe& healih
through all thofe dangers. Such 1s the world
Likely enough to be ; Aminfiled Athens, Oh thar
we may be found as Socrates o in a ftate of bet-
ter health , untouch't of all the evils of it.

Qur

( 25 )

Our Duty heren tis truly gouat, (ud} as May
prove a full employment for the whole foul: but

ftill fuch , as approveth it fclf to cvery mans
Confeicnce in the lightof God.

We may freely fay ( as once Afofes, ) What
Joth God the Lord require of us , but to keep
our felves inoffenfively clear from the fins of

thefe Jaft days? not waving the good oflices of

love or kindnefs due to the perfons of any = and
vet pertaking in evil with none. |

Like Cuffeanns his JewelHignet Vniverfa gk
occuprunt ad [ui [Fatune transforneat ;5 unlling were
iucmﬁ/m; infienirvs poteft.  Such ﬂ']:)u!d cvery onc
of us likewife be. As a feal of Diamond , gi-
ving fair impreffions of virtue ( upon cvery oc
calion ) to others = but ( of that firmnels, as )
not to fuffer the lealt imprefions of vice to be
madc by any mcans upon our lelves,

How happy , ol how lovely were it | could
men be truly brought to this good conhiftency ,
rais'd to this harmony with Heaven, fettled 1n
this excellency of Spirig, this fteadinels ol Life!
neither fupercilioufly & ward, nor yet {infully fa-
cile + but difereetly Religious. Then neither
fhould Iniquity abound , nor Picty decay 5 then
neicher fhould our weltare {ly from us , nor
thofe miferies which are the common attendants
on {in, hover with fuch frightful wings a-

The general mending of bad times ( we mult
all confefs ) 'tis a great work 5 it may be too
areat for particular perfons , and beyond their
” Sphear.

i
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 Sphear. Abi frater in cellam, v, ( as he fiid )
Our private prayers and tears may better hecome

us , then excentrical agitations, But ftill tis ve-
ry much, that cvery one might truly do in his
place, fo much, that could all be fairly nerfiva-
ded , the whole might {oon become happily re-
drefled.  However at the lowelt ¢bb, Noah, De-
nieland Job, ( all good men ) may yet deliver
their own louls, when they cannot prevail to
jave the land.

But why {peak we thus dejeQedly? Be of good
cheer all ye that fear God , Daiit Deus Lis quo-
que finemrs 1T am prone to hope , it might be fafe-
ly faid 3 Athe.dm, and gid(si;‘cié ( hofe hateful
ihort liv'd things ) will quickly iun themiclves
out ol breath , and the ferious fear of God fhall
yet become a praife in the land

Rehgion 1s an ancient weather-beaten Ship ,
that hath fuccelsfully out-ridden many a hard
Sea-ftorm, and behold it is ftill above water @ or
like thofe Witnefles in the Rewelation . Prophane
men may rant and hufly they may deride and in-
folently run over it, fuppofing that they have dif:
patcht and flain it: But this kinde of crucifying
cte@eth little ; it hindreth not the promifed Re-
furreQlion, -Our Saviour after his {ufferings, and
the Witnefles after thetr flaughter , they both
prefently revive. And thus Religion after all
thefe rude aftronts, after all thefe vain attempts
to eclipfe it, ufually fhineth forth (tothe joy of
all good men ) as the Sun out of a dark cloud
with much brighter rays,

To

' (27)

To Jraw to a Clole ; The Ends of the World

are come upon us; cvil Days. Days full of Sin, full

of'danger , as un holy man {aid, Omuiaperienlis plena,

plea Laqueis o All things, all places arc (as 1t

were 5 hlled up wich Temptations .a.m'i Inarcs:
Pudet wvm ofse wzpnc[mtcm, AS St‘.{h{ﬂﬁl {o patllc-
tically cricd our. It is come (farch he) to tha..t?
herzhe of impudence, that a virtuous pcriqu 1S
pac almoft € blaihing, it he be not as {hame-
Icily forwa:d inevil as the worlt.

Now ( if cver ) may we fay as the Apoftle,
( cnly, Ohthat 1t may be conducted with all due
circumitances of candour!) Save your felves frov
this umtow wrd geseration: Partake not with wic-
ked men 1 their {ins, that you partake not with
them in their plagues. ) ’

Th's good care we owe to our {clves, and’ou.l
own prelervacion ; But that 1s not all; Therc 1s
{mes hae more we Il owe to God 5 A4 feriving
aoamnst fn , Hebr. 12, 4. Drmyonideor , exerting
our utmoit (treneth and fpirits even to an A4goxy,
in this Sacred Combat, to foil and bring down
the Enemy. o |

Upom thefc terms we became initiated 1nto
Chriftian Religion. Thus to renounce the Devil
1 all his works; Thus to bearup (as Ifrael a-
oanlt dma'ek ) a perpetual hoftiliey againit evil.
Vet ase Open ed olur meuth to the Lord (asgIcpbtbab)
an ' oonnorg ) back.,
- ".ilil:nlstr.,ﬁat o'y War, tO ‘\a-'hich we arc all cal-
led, ¢ il harmlgs war which alone aimeth to

fave, not to deltroy ;) }End happy are thofe d;g
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are found Gods Worthics in it. Such virtuous
Cato's did the Romans account as needful to con-
tend againft the vices of peace at home, astheir
moft valiant Scipio's to hght their enemies in times
of war abroad.

We may {lothfully meditate many foolifh ex-
cufes ¢ but certainly while there 1s {o much offin
up and down the world ; Every true Chriftian
mult hold himfelt very highly concern'd, to ap-
pear fo much the more vilibly for God, and
coodnels in his place, Chriftianity °tis not the
barc acknowledgment of that worthy name by
which we are called ; but the praétical exhibi-
ting of fuch a Converfationas may be fairly prefi-
dential, a real Patern, and Copic toall.

And praifed be God, 'tis poflible 3 ( as he faid
in the Poet ) Excmplogue fuo mores reget. The
ftrength of folid good Examples may very far
ftem the ftrcam of Vice 5 and by degrees reco-
ver men from the errour of their ways, to the love
and acceptance of better things.

Goodnefs of Lite 'tis an Argument will be re-
{cnted, and heard , when (1t may be ) the low-
deft words are not.  Converfation beft winneth
Converfation s and is always the moft prevailing
Oratonr m this cafe, that may gain manv happy
converts 5 wherc other means (though eruly righ-
teous ) may yct prove abortive, and mifcarry.

And now could this defirable cffe@, this pious
conqueft be attain’d ; we fhould foon finde the
confequence like that rare paflage, that religious
Clofe between Ceciliusy, aud Ofavins in Mirutins

Felin;
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pelixs Both joy'd, neither griev'd. Both Victors
and 1 ct neither € aptive. Such might our cale alfo
be 3 a mutual merey,a gencral T riumplh,an univer-
fal joy, latistaciton, aind honouron al‘l hands.

Our ftations may be differenty, Cas the Occalion
which we this Day wattupon, fheweth) but our
Duty it is to all of us (at [eaft for{ubl‘tzmcc ) but
one y An nifer anedy upright approving ovr felves to Godl
in all well-doing. |

May we {o refolve, and fo prattice ;5 we have
this jult comfort , that none can Eakc from us 3
whoever falleth, this man {tandeths whoever s
found a curfe or fhame to the place or times he
liveth in, loe ! here is one whom Pojterity {hall
freely acknowledge, botha Blefling and Honour to
his Countrey.
mg\fVc NRLY (fx{lccrfully fay, as the {pirit of Gpd to
e Churches in the Revelation 5 They that dufile not
their Garments, fhall walk with God, Oras our blef-
fed Saviour i the Conlolatory Promilc, immedi -
arely added, to allay the fad tidings of the Text
Thtillgh Ly ﬂ.;-);,:’cl d."')omz(.lD and the love of ne-
ver 1 many wix cold 5 yes He that endurcth to the
end, the fame fhall be faved. -

which God of his Mercics vouchlafe tous.




