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To the Right Worlhipful and

Much Honoured , the Gentle-

men of the Artillery Company,
‘| newly raifed in Briftol, by the
favourable allowance of his Sa-

cred Majefty.

R Gentlemen,

Our voluntary undertaking this honourable

loyal Exercife of Avmes, is in order to
render your [elves thereby the more ufeful to your
King and Countrey.

That Government Which preferves us (that it
may fodo) muft be mviolably preferved by us -
And certainly tis a great Debt and Duty whicl
we all 0We to it.

“Twas long fimce the wonder of an ingenious
@latomﬂ‘, Oloy 7810 70 (@oy-=-~ Qs Feadu xXak Mix, Tyi-
'. iqupgr, & Speaking of Man, fays he, Oh .
God ! the Creator of all things, what a [trange,
! temerarious , rafh, unmanageable kind of ( rea-
o ture is this which thou baft placed upon the earth !
We may refolve bis Riddle, and anfver as

Solomon, God made man uprighe at firft. Ecdl.7.29.
A 2 But




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Jam. 3. =,
8.

t Cor. 14. Who is not the Author of confufion, butof

33

But ever fince the wretched Fallof our Firft Pa-
rents, all manner of Diftempers and ill bumours
are like the Sons of Zexviah, too bard for us;
and even imberent n1 our corrupt Natures.
Experience [bews us, all other Creatures are
and have been tamed by Mankind 5 but (as
holy Scripture obferves) we our felves remain

fHll in many things too unruly.

T he All-wife God hath given us the har-
mony of Government ( as David’'s Harp in
Saul’s Cafe) to charme this unquiet and evil
Spirit 5 That we might go the journey of life,
not as Savages but as Men.  And (which is
far more) as the profeffed Servants of that God,

peace, as in all the Churches of the Saints.
My Endeavours have been, inoffenfively to
ftrengthen fo Divine a Concern in.this enfuing
Sermon.  As your defires occafroned the compo-
fmg of it at firft, and your importunities the
publifhing of it at prefent 5 fo You must now
pleafe (fuch as it is) to accept of it from,

Gentlemen,

Your cordial and |
very humble Servant,

Briftol, May
10, 1686,

Samiuel Crofsiman.

2 Kings XI. 8.
And ye [hall co}npafs the King roynd about,

every man with bis weapon i bis hand 5 and
Le that cometh within the ranges, let him be
flains and be ye with the King as he ooeth
out, and as he cometh m.

T hath been very well obferved
by a judicious Authour, though
the Calfe is {carce either minded or
regarded as it juftly deferves, T mon- py,p,,.,

mnns apelis 8 xlamu albpwrG macoTiear.  In
the whole compafs of humane life there
is not any one thing of greater impor-
tance and value toward our true welfare,
than a due confiftence with publick Go-
vernment.

Which mov’d 2 modern Writer as po-
itively to conclude, Nufquam periculofius a’
bominibus erratur, quam in Politicis, Men ne-
ver err more dangeroufly, than whenthey
happen to dafh againft the true rules of
Civil Society.

Other errours may be perfonal, unhap-
PY
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py to our felves, and there they ceale ; of the King and Kingdom. 2. The
but thefe, as Phacton, attempt to fire the Con]un&ure.of time when, Upon a hap-
whole world ; as Achan, they trouble all Py Reltauration. 3. The Perfon chiefly
Tfracl. | | managing this great affair, Jehojadah the
Our late times have prov’d too clear a High Prieft. 4. The means and man-
Comment upon fo fada Texc: wherein et thrcb.y.he carrieth it on; and they
the infolent extravagant fancies of fome are both Divine and humane.
few brought in confufion upon the whole. ' Thf: action 1t felf here on foor,
Then was that joylefs Scripture written } The fecurity of the King and Kingdom :
in large Characters, in letters of blood, he 1 A high Concern! The preferving the
i 3.5 that ran might read it;The Child then bebaved Ship wherein we are all imbarqud. A
himfelf prondly againft the ancient, and the bafe loyal care for the fuppert of Govern-
agamfF the bonuurable 5 then were the people ment, the Subjects, as well as the Sove-
oppre[fed every one by another. And the foot of reigns fafety. A Concern fo effential, that
that doleful Song was flill of the {fame the Roman Oratour (and indeed all experi-
wiazs. Tune, and like the reft, Tn thofe days there ence as freely) tells us, Neither Family

was no King in Ifrael, but every man did that nor hC“}’a neither People nor Country,
which was right m bis own eyes. The Text neither the Heavens nor the Earth, can

offers very fair to obviate thele great evils, any of them (ubfift without it. He that

and may ferve as a2 Divine Antidote to {fﬁlth{uu)’ &ands bY.GOVemmem: {hews
prevent our relapfing any more into imfelt a friend to his own fafery, as well
them. | - 48 4 true Llege-man to h],S Prince, gOdS Lam.4.za.

The words are part of a very memora- anomted, and the breath of our noftrils, they

ble Hiftory. For our better underftanding It? 1y be two diftinét Periphrafes, but they
whereof, we may take notice, 1. Of the oth make up but one and the fame Per-

action it felf here on foot, The fecurity Jmin Scripture account.  Our loyalty to
' - of him,

- . _.'.;*ﬁp'-". Bl
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demontftrated in their utmoft care for che
perfon and fatety of the Govermowr. In
this fenle the meaneft Subject may be
truly faid to be one of his Sovereigns Life-

| n A Sermon preached before the
‘? him, is at fecond hand 2 kindnefs to the
{ breath of out own noftrils.

The Government thus zealoufly own-

{

i ~ edinthe Text, is that of Monarchy. Tpe-
| At o Qeomim, as the Philofopher calls it, | guard , moft highly concernd in his pre-
’ the nobleft, the ‘ lervation. It we would ftrengthen the

the houfe, we muft not weaken him that dears pa.o. ..

The firft, the ancienteft,

divineft Form of Government upon
In the time of the up the Pillars of it.

X face of the Earth. .
‘1 Patriarchs, in the time of the Tudges, ' We have here no news of that traice-
; ‘he time of the Kings of I[r-ael the t.ltles rous Pofition, Taking up of armes by the
might and did vary; bue ‘twas ftill 2 - Kings Authority againft his Perfon. "The
The bright I- . Lover of his Princeisnot here run down

real vifible Monarchy.

dsGovernment Ovel his Crea- in 2 popular fury as a dangerous Malig-

mage of Go . . @ .
3 cures, 1 be Kingdom the Lf)rds, and be #5 0 nant. The faithful Royalift is not here
F the Governonr among [t the Nations. ' fequeftred and fentenc’d as 2 Criminal
' Upon which  account thf: Ancients ' D.el.inqueng. We hear of no fpecious hypo-
o, Paid fo greata veneration to it.  BagiAeus critical crying up the well-affected Party,
s ©els & abpwmer.  When we fee 2 l or the Good Old Caufe 5 the more eafily to

ubjets , we may opprefs, the more invidioully to bring in-
% far more divine, to contempt any that fhould dare
&ure of the Q?' (though never fo modeftly) to owne our
brings to mind ‘ tundamental Laws and Government.

King amongft his 5
therein behold a profpe

2 lefs but lively Pourtral

leftial Empire. It fairly '
the regency of Almighty God over the U- The Textis of a far different Genius
niver|e. | ferene and regular, deliberately iffuing
Now as to their fidelity to this Go- out a legal Commiffion of Array for the juft
The Text would have that defence of King and Kingdom. The

B trueft

vernment.
de-
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by what other means this wretched WO- |

crueft Patriot to his Country bears as true

Allegiance to his Prince : what God and

right reafon have fo neartly joined toge-
ther, he dares not morofely put afunder.
He underftands not, how bad mealures
toward the Pilot can ever become good
offices to the Ship. The Relate and (or-
relate (in all true Polity as well as Na-
ture) either live or dye together. God
[ave both King and Kagdom.

2. We have the Conjunéture of time,
when this great tranfaction happened, up-
on 2 moft welcom reftauration. The Cafe
was briefly this, thaliah the Daughter of
Abab becomes married to fehoram King
of Fudab: upon his death Abhaziah his Son
{ucceedeth in the Throne. He being
{lain by Febu, Athaliab his Mother (anam-
bitious idolatrons Woman) deftroys all
the Seed Royal that She could any way

come at, and for feveral years ufurps the
Crown. Moft unnaturally veritying chat

of the Poet, |
S.evis Amor docust natorum fan(gume matres

Commaculare manus.

A ————— -
J
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man procur d the death of thefe Children
(many of them her Nephews and near
Relations) is not exprefsd : but plain it
15, ‘twasmoft impioufly and inhumanely
done.  Per fas pernefas, is the great Ma-
ximeof State whereever Ambition reigps.
While the rightful Prince chufeth to pro-
ceed by methods of clemency and gentle-
nefs, the Tyrant or Ufurper fivims com-

monly through Seas of Blood to his de-
{parate Defigns.

Athaliah’s aim was to cut off the right
Line of the Houfe of David. More par-
ticularly, all that defcended from chat pi-
ous good Prince Fehofaphat , (her own

Husbands Father ) whofe Reformation
She had fo highly ftomach’d, and now

tbrown down. Never did the moft vin-
dicable Reformation want its Enemies,

or the molft treafonable enterprize fome

Bigotted Zealot, fome blind Devoto to en-
gage 1n it.

But behold, after fhe has waded thus
far in blood, fhe begins now (like Pha-

Lo a eadl 8. - * e amiiendiPee ap-pinielin - iR . e o AN P o= iy

W hether it were by Sword or Poylon, or raoh and his Chariots) to fink in this Red
by B 2 * Sea.




A Sermon preached before the

Sea. Never did Trealon thrivelong with
the Traitor. The righttul Heir 1s flill
{afe, furvives the attempts of malice, and
is brought with trinmph to enjoy his own.

2 Kin. 11.

Jebofhebah the daughter of king Foram fifter
of Abaziah, took Joafh the Son of Abaziab,

and [tole bim from among the Kings-fons which
were flain s fo that be was not flam. There
is 2 God in Heaven that takes care of
Princes here on Earth. The rage and i-
maginations of the people againft him
and his Anointed, they are but vain, {uc-
cellefs things. Pharaoh may give ftrict
charge to deftroy the Children of Ifrael,
but Gods Mofes is even miraculoufly pre-
ferved, that he might be King in fefurun ;
Herod may musther the Infants in Bethle-
hem, but the Lords Chrift elcapes his
bloody hands.

The Text exemplifies the Cale with a
tiving Joafh, England illuftrates it with a
living (harles, after all the various {nares
of death o often contrivid and laid for
both.

And now the day dawns apace, the
Reftauration becomes confpicuous, They

brought

- - >~ - . ‘ .
R = -+
|
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brought fortb the Kings [on, they put the Crown 2 Kin (.

upon him, and they m:de bim King.  The As- .
chers fhoot {ore, yetthe royal Bow abides
till in ftrength. Thus fignally does the
Providence of God baffle and triuraph o-
ver the Confpiracies of men.

We might modeftly challenge the erea-
fonable Plottings of moft Ages in the lan-
ginage of the Prophet, Surely this turnmng of
things npfide down is but in vamm.  The Stone
which the Builders refufed, becomes neverthe-
lefs the head of the Corner.

At this pofture were the prefent Affairs
of Fudah: Foa/b (far beyond all humanc
expetations) brought as another Ifaac in
a Figure from the Dead, reftored with
Honour to the Throne of his Forefathers.
All their former confufions now fairly end-

ed, the Land orderly fettled , the people verr 1.

clapping their bands, and [aying, God fave the
Kmg.

And {o we come to the third, The per-
fon chiefly inftrumental in bringing abou:

~ this eminent, this delired revolution.  "Tis

pity that good actions {hould ftick in the
birth for want of fome willing hands to

affit.
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affift, and facilitate their being brought
forth.

No doubt, there were many Worthies
n Ifrael, heroically appearing in {o juft, (o
generous, {o publick a concern. The A-
gent we find chiefly mentioned in the Hij-
itory, is Jehojadab the High Prieft.

Tebofhebab, fhe has the honour of {helte-
ring the King under his firft and moft im-
minent dangers. That God that has the
whole world at his command, chufes what
nitruments he will pleafe to work by, A
weak woman (as you have already heard)
acts fo noble a part towards the preferva-
tionof the whole Kingdom.

She was both Daughter and Sifter to a
King ; and now Wife to this Jehojadab the
High Prieft : which gives us occafion of
calling to mind that paffage of Pharaoh,
when in token of further favour he would
chufe 2 Wife for Jofeph his prime Minifter
of State, he gives him Afenath the Daugh-
ter of Potipherab Prieft of On; fuppofing
(as it feems) a Match into {uch a Family

no dilgrace to the greateft Peer in his
whole Kingdom.

Such

Such was Jebojadah, venerable in his
Function, and as honourable in his Rela-
tion, Uncle to the prefent King, Brother
to the former, an eminent pillar bothin
Church and State all his days. He lived in
this unfpotted piety an hundred and thirty
years, and died as he lived, {till laden with
fre(h honours. For the fake of this and
many other his great {ervices to the Pub-
lick,he was {olemnly interred amongft the
Royal Sepulchers of the Kings of Fudah
And they buried bimin the City of David among
the Kings, becaufe be had done good m lrael,
both towards God and towards bis Houfe.

Men and Brethren, would to God you could
bear with me alittle in my folly, and indeed bear

withme, 1t 1 {ay, The Priefthood has been
(as you fee) highly efteemed in elder times,
how contemptible foever it may {eem to
many in thele late dilingenuous days. Sa-

~ credand prophane Hiftory are both unani-

mous in this. Our reverence to God will
manifeft it {elf in our relpeéts to his Mini-
fters. He thaceruly loves the Mafter, will
not be very forward to defpife his Servant.

We find Fehojadab Privy-Counlellour to
| de‘ﬂ? :

2 Chron.
) 24. 16,
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Foafh: Nor was it amils either for King or
Kingdom. It he had a potent hand, he
had alfo a fuccelsful hand in the admini-
ftration of Affaws : which the holy Ghoft
is pleafed to take a particular notice of,
to the honour of thofe happy times, and o
to leave it upon record for the inftruction

- Ln. 12 ot future Ages, And Joafb did that Which Was

ri(gbt i the ﬁgbt of the Lord all bis days, where-
i Jehojadal the High Prieft mftructed him.
Now if Princes out of reverence to {fuch
ancient Scripture-Precedents (no bad Co-
pies for any to write after) if they have
feen meet in thefe later days to continue
fomewhat of this practice in their Coun-
cils, here feemeth no matter of grievance

or offence given to any. Norneedeth our
eye be evil, where the ey« of God is good.

vt dd
})6’ ’::ol:;‘.d

Sure we are, Cicero valuad it asa nibi pre-
darins, &c. he thought they had nothing
more noble in the whole cconomy of
their Government than this, That their
Priefts were highly honoured, and perfons
whole joint affiftance was always o re-
(pectiully taken and made ufe of in the
arduous affairs of their State.

Nor

——————-————

.
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Nor was it {o much perfonally for their
own fakes, but rather for the f{ake of the
Sphere in which thefe men ftood, that wife
and fage Governours {aw caule to conferre
fuch fignal tokens of honour upon them.

[t feems to {avour very much of unkind-
nefls or prejudice, to labour the deprecia-
ting of {o facred an Order. Had the com-
mitting of any Civil cruft or power into
fuch hands, been fo prodigioufly irregular
or dangerous to Government (as fome
would cenfure it) certainly Almighty God

would never have oiven that exprels

charge, which we find he did to Ifracl,
1 he Priefts the Sons of Levi, whom God hath
chofento blefs in bis Name, by their word [hall e-
very controverﬁe and every ﬁroke be tried.

The Kingdom of Fudab had now for fe-
veral years lain under a moft horrid Apo-
{tafie and Wlurpation; Fehojadah reftores
the King to his Throne, and (togetier

therewith) Religion alfoto itstrue ancient

ftate. It had been proftituted to all abo-

minable Idolatries ; “tis now moft happily
recovered to pure original infticution, Fe-

bojadab appointed the Offices of the Houfe of the
C Loid

13

Decut. 21.
5.
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s cwon [ ord by the bands of the Priefts, the Levites, | —-

23,12, ‘ | | ’
) whom David had dtﬁr.zbured m the Houfe Of the
Lord, to ofﬁ’r the Zmrnt'-oﬁz’rincgs of the Lord ;

H‘Mom ~ o e

part Sacred and Divine, in part Martial
| and Milicary.

1. Sacred and Divine.  Jelojadal admi-2 v re
. i

as it 1s written vn the Law of Mofes,with rejoycin ; L . | -2 B
andwith [mome, as it was ordaz'ne)d by @avid:g ?lfteb lto the.ng the CO!’Onatlon Oath,
The Ulhrpation over the State was not ' L ' ﬂ? ~mnty a?omts him, af‘d dehycrs the te-
without a depravation of Religion in the 'lfr.‘(iny of the Law Into hls hands :
Church. They are commonly both in- which Book (as the ]e\‘wfh Writers relate)
volv’d in the fame Fate. The Cale before % :Y?:htz.be alw?“) and in all places prefent
us1s a 1ively inftance of it. The return of 'i qf A 1 It he \.vent.out to \Warz th?t
Joafh, the right Heir to the Throne, is im- %ug went 4 (;Ing with him. Ifh.e late 1n
mediately crown’d with the re-eftablifh- I pL: gmen;], that was conftantly laid before
ment of the true ftate of Religion. 7 . That he mlght confule wich 1t as
And all this fo acceptable thronghout Viyllt[il' the Oracle of God, to dire&t him in
the Kingdome, thac 'tis faid, Al the people 0 3 ,,Il,s. Wayij , | o f
2Chren. of the Land rejoyced 5 and the City Was quiet. N Boa . Ih{e }{g.lon thatis the L Jachin and i
j So happy are the confequences of a right : Ki:l\‘(,iotme “iillgth ;nd ltability of any 1
fettlement in Churchand State: all isthen | obfe% e f{.b' e Lragedian could eahly %
at a kindlyreft, fairly repos’d inits proper | . 5.} ) “ non . eft /Z”&ifdf,. pietas, fides,
Centre. Curfed be he that would difturb fia dt. ‘ Q{egzm/z;.z ot W here piety and ver-
o jult 2 joy, ordifquiet fo good 2 peace _ t}llle te, theKingdom it felf dies allo with
. O ] tnem.
May England long enjoy this dear, this fa- . . |
God forbid, we {hould b elels of
] - __ | , e carelels of
::nrjj blefling ; and let all the people fay 4 | Fhat which (through tbe Divine Blefling)
4. We have the means whereby feboja- t;éoabe out b?& and chief fupport.  Have
dah carried on the whole; and they are 1n - oy prm.c1ples of honour ? any good
’ will to publick welfare 2 ought that may

axrt -
P B C 2 become
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(as daron complain’d inthat cafe) they [hew
themfelves fet upon mifchief. |

The Reformation ot the Text is more
auguft and folemn. The fervice of the
Temple in 1ts juft decency and order ; Scri-
pture peaceably practisd, though not liti-
gioufly or ablurdly canted and talked of:

2. The fecond fort of means was Mar-
tial and Milicary, Everyman with his weapon
m bis hand. The infolencies and mifchiefs
had been fo notorious under the late ufur-
pation, that fehojadab fees it needful to pro-
vide the f{tronger Guards for his Princes

16 A Sermon preacbed beﬁ)re the

become the dignity of humane nature, or
-- the {acrednefs of Chriftian Profeffion ? Oh
! then inftead of this common curft way-
wardnefs one againft another, let us unani-
moufly pluck up generous relolutions, to
do every one what in us-lies for retrieving
(what we all feem to long for) folid, pra-
&Qical Chriftianity ; the hearty exercife of
all moral vertues, all Chriftian Graces, that
England may yet flourifh, and Religion be-

come indeed a praife amongft us. '
Moft will feem, as Fudas, to kifs, though
too many rather betray this facred intereft.

Religion is high, and little underftood. f{afety now.
There may be much of popular humoroui- . Thefe Arms were faid to be David’s, gi- 2 Kin. 1
nefs, too much of fullome, {tubborn cons - ven by him, and now laid up in fome -
ceitednefs, and yet too little of real genu- ' Chambers of the Temple in a readinefs,
ine religioufnefs. . as any dccalion might afterward require.

The Weavers Shuttle may ferve in his Santtus Rex poft partasvictorias, Arma fua o= veer 212
Loom, the Shoo-makers Laft may be ot luit effe Deo confecrata ; Holy David after his™
ufe in his Shop; but when the common many atchievements and vitories, confe-
People mufl needs turn Diftators iInmatters crates his Armesto God. Thus he had laid
too high for them; and take the Chair in up Goliah’s Sword with Ahimelek the Prieft
the Divinity-Schools,the iffue generally proves 1 long before. Thefe he dedicates as Trophees
like that in Exoedus, T bey turn prefently out of for honour and inftruction : for honourto
tbe ?'l;gbt Wd)’) t’)f_y make th th’iﬂ) '90615, and Almlgh[y God) the ﬁlpreme Deliverer : fOI’

(as I g -
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(truction to men, that they might the bet-

cer preferve the hiftory and memorial of

ol T b
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come within the leaft {hadow of danger,
T henthe menof David [ware unto him, Jayimg, 2 Sam. 21,

Gods great goodnels.
The charge of thefe Guards was both

offentive and defenfive. 1. Offenfive, He
that cometh within the ranges, let bun be flam ;
that is, he that thrufteth himfelf beyond
the appointed bounds, he that rudely rufh-
cth within the Centries, nearer the Royal
Prefence than may confift with the fatety
of the Sovereign, let himbe flain. There
is 2 diftance to be obterv’d, aswellas a re-
verence to be paid, in all our approaches
to Majelty.

2. Their ultimate charge and fervice,
was the defence of the Kings Perfon. In

Nature, the hand or arm upon any dan-
ger offers it felf of its own accord to (hel-

ter the head. In Government the Cale is
(till parallel ; The loyal Subject fees no
fuch way to preferve the Body, as by be-
Ing trul{z careful for the head. |
Upon this account, David's \Worthles,
though titey cared not how far they jeo-
parded themfelves , yet they could not

bear that their Sovereigns Perfon {hould
come

- -
— e e I el e : - i v e - wm— —
.-

A hou (halt go no more out With us to battel, thar '™
thou quench not the light of Ifrael. Lo here
their piety as to their Prince, lo here their
prudence as to themlielves. They eafily
concluded the Ecliple of this Sun in their
Horizon, would be darknels to all Ifracl.
The {miting this Shepherd would be no
lefs than the {cattering of the Flock.

In this refpect his moft religious faithful
Subjects thought it no flattery to tell him
elfewhere , Thou art worth ten thoufand of = sam. xe.
us. In a theological fence, the meaneft®
ot David’s Servants, had a heaven-born,
immortal Soul as well as David, and there-
in of the fame equal price and value in the
fight of God. Butin a political fence, Da-
vid’s fingle life weighs more than many
thoulands of theirs. The Perfon of our
Sovereign muft be facred with us.

Gentlemen,I {hall not nowaffe& to exer-
cile you with any further difcourfe in mili-
tarylanguage from the Pulpit. Thereis a =
weewor, 3 decency proper to the Church, a
decency proper to the Field. All things

AT
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re moft beautiful in cheir own places.
Neicher (hall I (lafJicsm canere. “1'was
but ill with England, when our Pulplts
(ounded at that thundring rate , Curfe ye
Meroz. By fuch Ipecious fallagei the
poor unftable multitude were conjur d up
into an open Rebellion againt cheir lawtul
Prince. By fuch Bellows were the flames
of our bloody wars too much blown up.
The Chriftian Minifters work is more gen-
de ; the preaching up of peace, the {weet:
ning theminds of all one towards another.
That all meeknefs may be fhewed to-
wards all men, efpecially towatds tholfe

whom God hath fet over us. Othe;rs may
be for fercenels , unadvifedly calling for

fire from Heaven; buc nil nift mite [uadet

Evangelium, the Golpel pleads for a more
(edate calmnefs and candourof {pirit.

[ confefs, as one well oblerves, Expert

s Souldiers and good Armes, they are Pa-

ce Decus, in Bello Prefidinm, our Ornaments

i1 Peace, our Safety in War. But ftill

che Chriftian Souldier looks upon War as

che means, Peace as the more defired end.

War, though in iomc cales both needfu;
an

-l-l—. -~ YT

Artillery-Company of Briftol. 21

and lawful, “tis yet to him as {o much Phy-
fick, always fharp: he efteems Peace as
health; of afar {weeter relifh, and much
more welcome to all.

He wants not valour. When ever juft
occafion calls for it, he could cheerfully
{ay to his Prince, as David to Saul, Iwill go
and fight with this Philiftine ; and yet {o mild

in his own habitual temper, that the fame

David’s Motto isas truly his, Iam for peace. via. 1205

Y our appearance here upon this auﬁ)ici- Ihe Kings

Coronation

oiis Day, as it isby virtue of Royal Autho- ),
rity, and with your voluntary avowing all
faithful Allegiance; fo is it in it felf high-
ly honourable, the fair expreflion of a ge-
nerous Loyalty in this great City. The
more valuable, becaufe {o eminently fea-
{onable. While we hear of Plottings a-
cainft the Government,and dangers to his
Majefties Sacred Perfon, 1t well becomes
every true-hearted Subje&t (by a noble an-
tiperiftafis ) to fhew the greater zeal for
both.

And I hope your regular forwardnels
herein may prove a happy Precedent to
other Parts; That it may be faid of the

D King
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meanelt Subjet may as truly {ic under his
Vineand Fig-tree, enjoying his own with
lecurity, peace and plenty.

A Government of fo impartial Refor-
mation in the Church, chat it dares owne
the venerable Antiquities of primitive and
purer Times ; and yet as zealoufly reje&t
the abfurd inchroachments and corruptions
of later Ages. A Reformation, {o clearly
{ubfervient to all good ends; fo careful to
nourifh us up with wholefome food, the
words of found Doltrine ; {o ready to furnifh
us with the means of Grace, (foberly and
truly {o call’d) that if our defign by Reli-

King of Great Britam, He is King of bearts,

as well as King of perfons : Or as ot Solo-

mon, Behold the valiant men of Ifrael are about

his T hrone, they all hold Swords, bemg expert

i War ; every man bath his Sword upon bis thigh,

that the Government might be at the bet-

ter fafery from all danger.

x And now, Men and Brethren, while

~we occafionally thus name the word, we
muft become afrefh in love with the thing
it felf.  Oh the happinels of England’s Go-
vernment! Here (it any where upon the
faceof the Earth) here’s the eafie yoke, the 1{,
light burthen. - "

A Government ofthat rare ballance and |

.0'
4

temperament in the State, that Preérogative
and Property even kifs each other.
Altins eqrefJus caleftia teéta cremabis,
Inferius terras.
Ioe here one of the fortunate Iflands indeed,
a temperate benign Climate, moft com-
fortably habitable, fairly firuate underx
the true Fquator , at juft diftance both

from the torrid and frigid Zone. While

the Sovereign fits upon his Throne in the

gion be (whatit ought to be) nakedly to
lave our Souls, we may then in all quiet

Communion with the Church of Enoland,
pals fairly to Heaven , as the Traveller
who goes his whole journey in a pleafane
fun-fhine day.

God bath not dealt fo'witb other Nations 3 nei-

ther bavethey fuch comfortable freedome in Gods
ways. Your lelves, who have many ofyou

travell'd into Foreign Parts, and have feen
the fad circumftances of poor Peafants

brightnefs of Imperial Majefty, the there, your felves right well know it. And
meaneﬂ: D 2 we
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we may all ot us gratefully fing as David, ablurd, villanous taunt, Al this mifchief came

pil 16, 6. 1 be Lines ave fallen to us m pleafant places, and : from bim, n bis qﬂ"zblfﬂ;iug the Book of Com-
we have through the Divine Providence « mon Prayer.

goodly Feritage. At another place, the Crown upon the

[ could not but offer you this memorial Statue of our late Sovereign contumelioufly

for your encouragement from the excellen- /5 mangled by the rude Souldiers Swords. '

cy of the Government : A Government ‘Then the Regalia, which had been laid np ;i

moft highly priz'd by othersabroad, O let with all care and fafety through the fuccef- 5

|

f
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it not be as unworthily defpifed by us at five Reigns of fo many Kings; The Roy-
home. al Crown , wherewith our Kings were u-

I might as pathetically adjure you from
the common miferies ({carce ever to be fot-
gotten) under our late wantof it. A Sub-
jet fitter for tears than words. The de-
fire of all good men that it might for ever
{leep in the decpeft filence, did not the
noife of our prefent diftempers and dan-
gers awake it, that it might fairly give
warning to all.

Then was that Scripture-Lamentation {o
mournfully reviv'd, Wois us, the Crown is fal-

len from us. Thenwere the barbarous affaults
againft facred Majefty fo common and da-
ring in almoft all places. Firlt in Efficie, At
one place the eyesin the Statue of King

Edward V1. infolently plucked out,with this
abfurd,

fually crown’d; the Robes, the Sword,
the Scepter of King Edward the Confeflor,
all forcibly plucked out from their repofi-
tory by a pretended order, and after ma-

ny moft unworthy and unmanly abules

(far beneath humanity as well as loyalty)
offered to thofe ancient (I might almoft
fay awtul) Enfigns of Sovereignty , this
bale Sarcafm was thrown out in way of
{corn, There would be no further ufe of thefe
toys and trifles.

After thefe ominous Preludia in Effigie,
then follows, Quis temperet a lackrymis ¢ then
follows the real Murther and Martyrdom
of our Sovereign himfelf in his own Per-
fon ; with whom fell likewife this ancient

and
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- and flourifhing Government. Then was

the Royal Famuly it felt profcrib’d and fcat-
ter'd. Qur Nobles, who had been brought
up in Scarlet, many of them forced then
to embrace the Dunghil. Then were the
Fields and Scaffolds fo often ftain’d with
noble and loyal bloud. Then were heard
thofe heart-breaking groans of fomany ru-
ined Families ; the deep fighings of poor
Widows and Orphans, bewailing the lofs
of their dear Husbands and Fathers, de-
ftroyed and cut oft for no greater crime
than paying their juft duty to God and
their King. Property (thechoiceft lower
in the Subjects Garden) was then violent-
ly torn up. Antient and indefeafible E-
ftates arbicrarily taken away and fold. The
whole courfe of the Law, and Magna Chay-
ta it felf, forced to ftrike fail to the bound-
lefs power and pleafure of fome new-rais'd
Comnuttee.

En quo difcordia Cives ! See, {ee, what I-
liads of mifery our difcords and tumules
broughtinupon us ! We would needsthen
violently remove our ancient Land-marks,
and we became thenceforth inevitably ex-

pos’d

gL
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pos'd to all this feries of common calamity.
Nor was the Church lefs tragically pal-
five on her part. Our Books of publick
Liturgy, compil'd with fo much decent
gravity, adapted with {fo much care and
prudence to general edification; confirm’d
and recommended fo often by fupreme
Authority ; became neverchelefs the com-
mon fubje& of prophane {portand difdain
to the Genius of thole licentious times.
The blefled Sacraments (the very feals
of the Covenant of Grace, the richeft trea-
fures in all Chriftian Religion) fell then
under a f{upine neglet and contempt.
Thefe fair Temples dedicated to the high-
eft ends and ufes that fuch Structures are
capable of, the Service and Worfhip of Al-
mighty God,his Bethels,his peculiar Houles
here on Earth, the Tabernacles of folemn
meeting between him and his people ;
were then neverthelefs in a kind of rage
and phrenfie more wretchedly defaced
within the fpace of very few months, than
many years are or will be yet able tore-
pair.
Our Cathedrals in fome places (to the
oreat

27
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areat affront even of Religion it felf) turn’d

into bealtly Stables. In other places into
Gaols, for poor,cold, ftarving, loyal prifo-
ners ; and no fewel allow’d them,fo long as
the curious carved Wainfcoat of the Choir
afforded any.

The Statue of our Saviour in ftone be-
ing elpied at one Cathedral, no fewer than
torty Mufquet-fhot were difcharged ar i,
and high triumphing who could hic the
head or face. The Ornaments, coftly Vel
lels and Plate of the Church facrilegioufly
ravaged and torn away. |

At another Cathedral, the Chalice for the

holy Eucharift being fnatchE up as {poil of

more than ordinary prize, {ome entreaties
were modeltly made that it might have
been {pared, and reftored for that facred
ufe; butthey received no better than chis
churlifh anfwer, They might ferve that turn
in a wooden difh.

Neither might the holy Table it felf,
where the Sacrament of the Body and
Bloud ot our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift
1s adminiftred, elcape its fhare in thefe in-
dignities ; although for modefty fake chat I

may
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may not contaminate any civil ears, I
muft forbear the relating ot them.

But alas! what are thefe Buildings of ;
{tone,thefe dead (though curious) Fabricks, |
in comparifon of the Living Temples, the
Minifters of God? “Twas they who drank
{o deeply of this bitter Cup ; and mighe
now weep upon an unexpected account be-
tween the Porch and the Altar.

The great Cityof London, and the lines
of that Communication, may be too true !
a witnels in this unwelcome Cale: where
in a fhort {pace of time far above an hun-
dred reverend learned Divines ( the low-
er of England’s Clergy) were moft illegal-
ly and unworthily turn’d out of their Mi-
niftry and lawful pofieffions, they and
their families, to irreparable ruine.

Then followed that numerous feque-
{tring of the Clergy in almoft all Parts.
the eje@ing and filencing fuch vaft mulci-
tudes of worthy able Minifters. A Cale
that even aftonifh’'d many Churches a-
broad,what England was then a doing, how
thefe violences againft Religion, and the

Minifters of it, could poflibly agree with
E (what
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(what was fo much then pretended) the
promoting of the Golpel.

Your felves may poliibly remember this
place was not without {fome deep {ufferers
in that kind.  One inftance (adjoining to
our very walls) offers it felf too appoficely
to this fad Subje&. I am almoft at a lofs
whether to fupprefs or relate fo woful a
ftory : Bifhop Howell, a Perfon to whofe
memory all good men ( who had any
knowledge of him) will ever pay a very
high refpect and honour ; he being in the
time of our late Wars Bifhop here, his E-
pifcopal and Perfonal Eftate both taken
from him, himfelf with his Wife and a nu-
merous Family of nine or ten Children in
the Palace, She lies in ; but thole who had
pretendedly bought the Houlfe, to make
fale of the Leads, uncover the room where-
in She lay in Child-bed; So that the rain
and weather beating in (and it may be a
mixture of grief together with both) She
becomes carried from her Child-bed to her
Bed of Clay. Normight this fuffice, affli-
&ion is further added to the afficted.
The diftrefled,difconfolate good man muft

Nnexe
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next be dragg’d forth : He catrches hold up-
on the Staple of the Door,loth (asit feems)
to lodge in the Fields, and fcarce knowing
how or where to fhelter his now poor
motherlefsfamily. With this ftruggling he
lingers fome few days in the houfe, and in
lefs than a fortnights (pace, overwhelmed
with thefe indignities and lorrows, he dies
alfo; and fo retires to God and Heaven as

Lis trueft afybum, his fafelt retreat from all
thefe appreflions.

So far were the very rights of humani-
ty, as well as theancient laws of the Land,
;}‘nd (which 1s far more than either) the
lacred Precepts of Chriftian Religion, a-
bandoned by the phrenfies which we were
then diftemper’d withal. Tantum Religio po-
tut fuadere maloram. > Twas STOWN “with
lome almoft a Point of Relision, to be in
thefe Cafes inhumane and irreligious.
Scarce any thing but might be then allow-
ed, fave only what the Law it felf requi-

red, what our juft duty to Gods Anointed
and his Church obliged us to perform.

But I muft break off (though never fo
abruptly ) from this unpleafing Theme.
' E 2 Far
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counfels prove commonly (as the Hifforian :
has obferved to our hand) Prima fpecie leta, Li.is
traltatu dura,eventu triftia. "They may feem

32 A Sermon prezzcbed beﬁre the

Far beit be from us to take pleafure in ex-
poling the wretched mifcarriages of thofe
joylefs times : The remembrance of them

may be inftruction toall, delight to none.
He that 15 wuly fenfible of his deviations
then, will modeftly fay, (asin Job) I bave
done miquity, but Will offend no more.

‘The only end why thefe things have
been thus mentioned is nakedly this, T bat
we might bear and fear, and do no more fo wicked-
ly.  Small rufhings againft Government,
may by degrees bring on far greater and
lorer evils than we can at firft forefee.
‘That may be the unhappy end of the a&i-
on, which was not thereal intention of the
Agent. No doubt, in our late confufions,
many abhorred at firft what was yet done

at laft. But thofe ill a&ions being once
fet on foot , could not be fo eafily ftope;

they ran on to thofe fatal mifchievons con-
fequences which became an aftoni{hment
toall. Iconfels, we are eafily flatter’d into

irregularities, by fond prefumptions that we

could prefently make all things much bet-
ter. Our project, forfooth, (if we might but

try it) would infallibly heal all. But fuch
counfels.

to begin briskly, but foon after they drive
on (as Pharaoh’s Chariots) more heavily,

and they always end moft miferably. Thus

Abfalom in his hot-brain’d infurrection men-

ded the matter very fairly, by ruining both

himfelf and mulcicudes wich him.
Whence it is that the wildome of God

tells us, Thie begimming of firife is as when one prov. 13-

letteth out water. We open Pandora’s Box.
We lec loofe an unruly Element. Where-
as our care fhould rather be, not to ftir
thofe floodgates,left we be drowned in the
torrent. God hath gracioufly {poken peace
to us, O let not us return any more to
fuch folly.

It were a noble pofture for every man
wilely to ftand upon his own guard, and
not to luffer himfelf to be weakly impos'd
upon, or {pecioully drawn afide from his

juft duty toward God or man. There are

divers opinions and courfes, which upon
{fad obfervation are found to breed much

fond conceitednefs of our felves, an uncha-

ritable
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charitable difefteem of others, 2 morofe
towrnels of Nature, a rafh cenforioufnels of
Supertours, and a dangerous pragmatical-
nels in all our ways. For Gods fake, e-
ven for Gods fake, let not any of your Souls
come into tnhofe Secrets, imbibe not fuch
teral opinions. They are as (Grce’s Cup,
and will intoxicate. The Diftemper once
Hown up into the head , will certainly
produce irregularities in the life.

I muft conclude. Gentlemen, You have
willingly offered your felves to ferve the
Government. You cannot but have a deep
lenfe of the manifold bleffings we all enjoy
under 1t ; the woful diftractions we were
1l expoled to by the late violences offered
{0 It.

In Gods name, ltand by this Govern-
ment.  "Tis well worthy your higheft va-
lour, well worthy your trueft fideliry.
Modefty it felf may (ay, asthat piousman
long fince, '

Hectibi fola falus ejus fervare [alutem.
Our welfare is apparently bound up in the
welfare of the Government. There needs

no more, under God, to make us a happy
people,

‘ tbiu{gs that are God’s.
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people, than honeft endeavours, every one
in his proper place, for the faichful admini-
{tration ofit, whether in Church or State.
‘This may our Divifions hinder. This
might our love and harmony promore.
We need not then fear what Superftition
could do againft us on the one hand , or
Faction on the other. He that fixeth up-
rightly with his duty, may fafely bid defi-
ance to all the attempts of Men and Devils.
Puton, Ibeleech you, as good (Thrifti-
ans, and good Englifbmen, a generous large-
nefs of fpiric. “T1s a counfel no way to be
defpifed, Alteri vivasoportet, fivis tibi vivere.
We muft comport in a vertuous noblenef3
with the publick, if ever we defire it fhould
be truly well with our felves in private.
"Tis the excellency of humane life (fays
the Royal Philofopher) when man has
learned a real dexterity, s wedfas nomwpds,
@ e95 wo{ﬂasguaf'p‘qgc.rov €1V e When we have
learn’d our true poftures of converlation,
fo that we dafh fullenly againft none, buc
demean our felves with amiable and juft
obfervances towards all,- Rendermg to Cefar

-

the tbing& that are C(fm"s, and unto God the
Anda
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And this might be honourably done, nox

St. Gregor. amittendo fidem, fed oftendendo pretatem.  Such

a well tempered carriage would be no be-
traying our Religion, but a fair approving
our felves to be (what we profels) perfons
cruly religions.  We are not lefs thine, O
Lord, for being faithtul Subjeéts to thy
Vicegerent,, or dutiful Children to our
Mother, thyChurch.

Long may the Crown of David fourifh,
long may the Rod of Aaron bloflom: May
thofe that have ill will at Zion, be as the
grafs upon the houfe tops, which withe-
reth before it groweth up. But let all
thofe that love thee, O Lord, and thine A-
nointed whom thou haft {et over us, let
them beas the Sun when he goeth forth in

his might ; and the whole Land blefled

with peace and reft to all Generations.

Now unto bim that is the Lord of Hofts, and

yet King of Peace, be Glory in the Church
thronok all Ages.  Amen.

F1NTIS.




