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Advertiiement.

S the profefied defign of pub-

lithing this {ermon, 1s to 1n-

form the benevolent of the ftite of
Mr. HART’s famuly, they are defired
to take notice that Mr. HA R T has
left a widsw and frve children entirely
unprovided for, except the fublerip-
tion lately made for himlfeif, and 25’

for his family.

The widow has been for {ome
months in a bad ftate of health, and

1S NOW incapable of doing any thing.

Four of the children are unable to
get their living, viz.
a A boy
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A boy of fourteen, almoft ﬁupld *
_by epileptic fits.

Two boys, one eight, the other
ten years old, and an infant of fix-
teen months.

Subfcriptions for M1 HART’
family will be thankfully received by

the following gentlemen ;

Dr. Ford, No. 25, Old Jewry,
Cheapfide ;

Mr. Juftis, Well Yard, Little

Britain

- Mr. Abington, Beauford’s Build-
ings, Strand ;

Who are appomted T ruﬁees to his
Family. T

THE
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PREFACE

HE great abufe of funeral difcourfes,
baving given many fober, honeft, and
well-meaning people, fuch a difiike to that fort
of folemnity, that fome of them are ready o
Jay, we are weary of bearing fuch frothy
orations, as ufually are made on fuch occa-
fions 5 and therefore think proper fo leave
them to injudicious and lLight~minded perfons
fo attend them 5 and fo much the more, (per-
haps) becaufe it may be, they bave been told by
Jome, that it is no fcriptural pracfice; but
that it is originally beathenifb ; and was
firft introduced by proud and wicked men
fuch as heathen emperours, kings, and generals
of armies; who (as it was well known to the
a 2 generation
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generarion in which they lrved) afted @
part in this world, more like devils than
men 5 yet, to make the common people believe
they [hould be tranflated to beaven (that is tfo
[ay, among the gods) left money to certain
orators, to preach the people info a belief
that for their feigned wvirtues, while thetr
bodies were burning on the fiery pile, their fouls
were afcending up in that flame to beaven.
And the orator, in the mean time, ufed to
tell as many fine fmooth flories of the deceafed,
as be could artfully invent; and many fuch
things, too numercus to repeat in this place.
How mruct of this 1s true let them who are read
in beathen-flory judge : But whether falfe or
true, Lam-forry to fay, too much of this is prac-
tifed in our proteflant nation ; and that from
Jome of the fame motives, it is to be feared,
Jor a fum of money. But neverthelefs, this
will not overthrow the pious pratice of
a public lamentation, for our godly departed
Jricuds;(efpecially miniflers) and to make a fober,
grave rebearfal of their faith and praftice,
i order to flir up others thereby, to follww
their bely examples; and tread in their Jleps.
And Jurtber, as this may be a means in

the
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the hand of God, to comfort the relative
mourners of the deceafedy together with the
church, of which they are apart; who can no
more {ofe a beloved friend, without: forrow, than
@ buman body can a member without pain. I
Sy, to give up fuch a profitable praitice, be
aufe fhamefully abufed by fome, we may as well,
by the fame parity of reafon, caff away our faith,

becaufe 1t is [0 much abufed by libertines and -
bypocrites. Woat though we differ a little from

our forefathers in the folemnity, will it follow.
there is 1o ﬁrzﬂure to fupport fuch a thing 2
Did not David, the king, preach Fonathan’s
funeral fermon, when be fell down flain on
mount Gilboa 2 nesther did be leave out Saul,
bis implacable father, but gave him the honours
* due to bis fword, as a valiant man ;5 andmore-
over; commanded the daughters of Ifrael to
weep for bim. Did not David, at another
time, when mourning for that great general
Abner, follow the bier to the grave weeping 2
and clofed bis meving [entences on that occafion
with this folemn expreffion, that this day is a
prince, and great man fallen in Ifrael. Shall
David mourn publicly for the lofs of a martial
general, and (hall not we mourn 1n like manner

Jor
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- for the lofs of a general of the Lord’s boft ¢ One
who fought his mafler’s battles valiantly, againft -
thofe gigantic errors, which dai@ wound and
grieve the church of Chriff.  What was it lefs
than Tabitha's funeral ; when the widows (ber
weeping friends) brought the coats and garments
which fbe bad made for the poor, and fhewed thent
to Peter and all that were with him? And bath
not our dear departed friend, been made an in-

Strument in the band of God for feveralyears, to

bring out of the magazine of FefusChrift, cloaths
for the naked, food for the bungry, pbyfic for the
ficky and a fharp rod for the bypocrite and
impenitently wicked.

In a word ; may I not be permitted to fuppofe
that the glorious ordinance of the [upper of
the Lord, bath fome refemblance of a mournful

Juneral fermon 5 fhewing forth bis dying love 2

together with the other great defigns of that in-

Sitution, in which glorious ordinance, our dear

d-parted friend, was known to have much of the
power, and prefence of the dear Lord efus.
It 15 true, our brother was a fingular man :
out 1t feems, God bhad fingular work for him to
do s and that bis labour bath not beén in vain in
the Lord, thoufands of fouls in this kingdom are
living witneffes.  His plain, fimple, but experi-
mental
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mental and comfortable bymns, bave been a means
of refrefbing and flrengthening the fouls of
many, who bave been ready to give up all foul-
offairs for loft 5 and many poor prodigals, who
bave long fed on bufks, and bave been almoft
Jlarved, bave ventured with him, to arife and
go to their father 5 and fay, father, I bave
Sinned againft beaven, and in thy fight, and am
no more worthy to be called thy fon ; and with
bim bave received their father’s kifs ; and have
bad their poor wandring feet [hod with the
gofpel-floes ; and the beft robe (even . that of
Chriff’s righteoufnefs) put on them ; and on
the right band of their faito, the ring of ever-
lafling Love.

I have thought fometimes that as be was much
beloved of God, therefore be gave bim a poetical
turn, to pleafe bim 1n bis folitary path;
and  though be never made a profeffion of
that art, yet I doubt not, but when God fhall
make up the grand concert, he will be found
among the fweet fingers of Ifrael. It s true,
2f was bis lot in the days of Fis pilgrimage, to
fing chiefly the bafs ; but thofe who are feilled
i mufic tell us, that it is the ground-work of
fhat fcience.

To
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Ty be fure his writings aré but few (when
compared- with thofe of other eminent fer-

vants of God) but then, it muft be obferved,
that be bad bis livelihood to get at bis civil

calling ; which was that of teaching the learned
languages; and writing much in that way ; well
knowing, that it 1s the duty of every man, fo
work with bis bands or bis mind (if need be)
for the fupport of tus family, being taught: by
the word of truth, that be who will not work
muff not eat. |

As to any weakneffes, that fome may feem
to bave difcovered (either in bis writings or
preaching) I fball make no other apology for
them than what the great apoftle St. Paul bas
made ; who [ays, that we (even apofiles)
know but in part; and propbecy but in part
but when that which is perfect is come, then
that which 1s in part fhall be done away.
Ewen j&, come Lord Fefus, come quickly,
which 15 the earneft prayer, qf a paor un-

worthy fervant of Jefus Chruft. -

YOHN HUGHES.



F
1 ¥
|

2 TIMOTHY IV 7.

l ba'ue ﬁmgbz‘ @ geod ﬁgbr‘, I ba've ﬁngﬂxd
- my courfe, I bave kept the fazrtlg._ ,

r l '\HE apoﬁ]e berng a. prrfoner at"‘
o Rome when this eprﬁle was qute 3
and havmg been brought twice be-
fore Nerg for examination, could clearly: forea
fee (for God had fhewed it to hitp) that he
was now ready to be of’fered .and that the
time of his departure was at hand. For
though he was delivered the firft time out
of the mouth .of the lion Nero, .yet l;he
fecond time (it feems) that tyrant gave
1h1rn his death’s wound. And as the care of
all the churches lay clofe to his heart, to-
'gether wrth that of the bithops and elders,
he endeavours to 1mprove, that little. refplte
allowed him before his death n wrrtmg
{feveral epiﬁles to the churches, among
ﬁwhom he had gone preachmg, in order to
comfort and. ﬁrengthen them jn the faith

of our Lord Jefus; and in the feveral
| B gofpel-
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gofpel truths WhiCh he had dehvered to

‘them from time o timé.* ﬁﬁﬁbngibpw}nch
his two epiftles to his beloved fon Timorby,
in the faith, feem. intended to direct him
- .into the plan and government of a golpel-
church; topether with feveral prophcmes
of the dreadful errors and' perverfe {pirits
that would arife in the churches after his
deceafc, and alfo in the latter days. And
as he had ordained Timothy blthp (or over-
feer) of -the church of Epbefus, and he -
being as yet but young, he writes this laft
epiftle to him, as a direCtory for his future
conduct ; well knowing-that hé would need
as well the wifdom. of the ferpent, as.the
harmleflnefs of the dove. And, among
other things, hé feems to infinuate to 77-
aothy, in the words of our . text, what he
muft expect .if he continued to his life’s
end a preacher of found dotrine. But to
~comfort him in fo doing, he lets him know
that the Lord Jefus would furely reward
him in the end with a crown of righteouf-
nefs and not only him, but all thofe that
fove and wait for his appearing.. He,

moruover, lets h1m know what a multi-
| © tude
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tude: of ‘men of: great profeffion had fallen’
off and fotfaken him; and in this he prepares.
Timothy toexpet the fameé 5 and that when
it .came to pafs; he fhould:not be ftartled
at: it. For Timathy being as. vyet but a
young overfeer of a church of Chnft, and
he well knowing his own fincerity in the
caufe of Chrift, and perhaps the love of  his
mafter burning in his heart, (as appears-by
his being fo ftedfaft to: Pau/) might think
every one like himfelf ; but of this.the
apoftle bids him beware, for all men. have
not faith, (that-works by love) no, -nor all
profeffors ;- for it is plain, that many.of
them neither fight the .good fight, . ner
finith their courfe neither do .they keep
the faith. . '

Thus much by way of preparative to a
further enlargement on' the words tnder
confideration : I fhall now come to fpeak
to the words themfelves. In the opening
of which (according to the order in which
they lay) I fhall firft of all endeavour to
thew, What is to be underftood by a good
fight, Secondly, When it may be faid a
perfon has finithed his courfe. Thirdly,
| B 2 W hat
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What that - faith. is, that muft, and"is o
be kept. * Then, fourthly and laftly, ;make -
an application of the whole, .in a funeral-‘ -

way, fuitable .to this {olemn occafion. In
all which I fhall choofe to be as brief as.

may be.

-fJAnd, zﬁrﬁ;_l {hall choofe to fliew, nega-
tively, in three particulars, What is not ‘the
fighting -intended by the apoﬁle in the
text. |
That 1t is -not the ﬁghtmg of Chriftian
brother againft brothér, about things in no
wife eflfential to falvation, is plain from the
apoftle’s own words.; who fays,  Happy is
the man who condemneth not -himfelf in
the thing which he alloweth.” And, more+
over, 1t 15 plain from the words of the
apoftle Fames, that fuch wars and fi ghtmgs
proceed meerly from our own lufts.

If Chriftians: muft never love the brer
thren until they fee with their eyes, in ali
points of religion ; that glorious grace .of
love will have but very little bufinefs to do
in the church of Chrift on earth; and.1 am

{ure, to give llberty to fuch a bafe.and fel-
.  fith
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G(h thought, is fo-break the Chrifian relis
oion; algnoft - into .as -many . parties as there
are Cheiftian- men. in the world ;- ‘the evil
tendency of whichour dear departed brother -
clé;arl}r;famt- and. ftifly oppofed: it in his
preaching : for it 'is well known, - that it is
almoft as hard a thing to find two Chrif~
tians alike in all things, as it is to find two
things exattly alike.in nature. Befides, the
~ {enipture. has largely provided - relief for ws,
in thefe our dark conceptions of the mind of
God centained ‘therein; by.telling the betk
~ of us all, that -we fee but ;th:rg{ag]a, a-plafs
darkly; - and that our knowledge, though
ever {o keen, 1s butin part; and that our
prqpheg:y 1s but 1 part elfo; and, until that
which s perfect 1s come, (and which, I
think, -will not be -till the Lord comes him-
felf) it is, our duty to-bear one another’s
burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Chrift.
Thefe things, well confidered, may ferve
to fhew, that this is not the fighting intended
by the apoitle, |

jSec_midily,.-,.. Neither s it the fighting of
the jpeople of God againft their. minifters
| (becaufe
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(becaufe of t}ieir own barrennefs uridert iéheir
miniftry) to be thought to ‘be it: tHé iffue:
~ of which 1s found to: have a very bad- ten-
dency . for we are no more- toleratéd to re-
bel agaiﬁf’é” the - miniftry,  (provided::ithe
minifter preaches {ound do&nne, fupported
by the - fcriptures) than we are- to- rebel
againft God himfelf: " for Chrift hath faid
to his minifters; ¢ he that defpifeth you, def-
pifeth me ; and- he that defplfeth rne, dcf--
pifeth him that fent me.’ _

Some peevith Chriftians behave to- their

minifters, much like Rachel'to Facob; ‘who -
cried give me children or elfe-I die ; whereas!
her hufband anfwered her prudently, by
faying, < Am I in the place of God ?” ‘Aiid
if Rachel had not taken a better coutfe thar
thus to grieve her hufband, - the might (for -
any thing I can fee) have gone childle(sto
her grave. But, upon difcovering of het ertor,
the found fthe muft take another method :
that is to fay, fervent prayer to God; if {hé
fhould be' fruitful ; and fo the did; for the
word expreflly fays, that “ God hearkened to
her, and opened her womb :” which ratio-
nally implies, that fhe had made her prayer

{o
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to God. The like method I would com-
.mend to all who, like Rachel, are peevifh,

barren Chriftians.

- Thirdly, and laftly. It 1 not the ﬁghtlng
of Chriflians (efpecially. Proteftant Chrif~
tians) againft the government they live
under, to obtain (as they foqdly dream) a
fancied liberty ;. which thing, if they had
at, if it were not given them of God, would
prove but a curfe to them and not a blef-
fing. “And that God will give liberty to
any .people, to deftroy his own ordinances,
till better are provided by himfelf for them,
can never be proved from f{cripture ; which
ought to be the true Chriftians guide in all
tnings; neither will right reafon, in any
‘man, dare to make fuch a motion.

I know the great apoftle Paul, gives fuch
.fanéhon to cml powers, that he fays, who-
ever reﬁfteth them, refifteth the ordinance
of God; and {hall receive to themfclves
‘damnatlon

O If any hould {ay, they wonder I (hould
intraduce fuch difcourfe in a funeral fermon,
I anfwer, that [ find myfelf under a necef-

fity fo to do; and that for two reafons.
Fi. ft,
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‘Firft, As I.am a minifter of -]_efué Chrifty- X
find it in my commiffion to be a peace-
maker, and not a neuter; and, fecondly, I can-
not do juftice to the memory of our dear
"departed brother without it; for I am told,
by thofe who vifited himy in his illnefs, that
he fhould fay, the tumults which were
abroad in the land had a wrathful afpe& in
- them; and that they grieved him to the heart,
Therefore, as I fee a numerous audience
around me, I hope a thort word of admo-
nition, to fuch as may have erred in this
‘matter, (but by what they have already
heard may now fee better) may not be loft
Iabour. o |

Dear Chriftian Brethren : If there be any
here amongft us, that have been fomenters
of riotous tumults, let me here intreat 'you
for the Lord’s fake, to do fo no more* for
Chriftians that fear God, have a better way
of righting themfelves, ‘if wronged, than to
fly in the face of government with horrid
blafphemies, * They kifow it is their duty to
‘{pr“ead ‘tbei’r | _cafe :'beff'ofe‘ ﬁthfe Lord,” who “Is
King of Kiiigs, and Lord of Lords,; and
L WHG



[ 17 ]

who holds the reins of government through-
out the whole earth in his own hands. -

Therefore, O Chriftian! if thou wouldf
“be of any {ervice to thy brethren and coun-
trymen, in this calamitous time of dearth,
make it a matter of earneft prayer; and
ceafe not until thou haft found the good
effects of it. I thought it my duty to drop
thefe few words in {o fuitable a place ; and,
I hope, the Lord will give his blefﬁng to
them.

I fhall in the next place (as God fhall
help me) endeavour to fhew pofitively, in
few words, what is the good fight, and who
are the parties engaged therein,

~ And, firftof all, T judge it the fafeft way
in all our fearches, into the fenfe of the
fcriptures, to let the infpired writers, whether
prophets or apoftles, expound themfelves;
and, in fo doing, there is no call for us
te go any farther than our apoftle’s firft
epiﬁle to Timothy, vi. 12. In which, among
other things, he charges him to fight the good
fight of fasth, in order to lay hold of eter-
nal life. Here then we fix the fenfe accord-

¢ ing
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ing to the apoftle’s own words ; nor are we-
‘under’ any neceflity to fearch for a better;-
feeing it is not poffible to obtain it.

* In the next place, it remains to thew, what

this faith is, whence 1t comes, and who are

its adveffaries.

* It is known to ‘all whe read and believe:

the f{criptures, that the precious faith, by

which we are converted, 15 not a natural.
principle ; but comes from above; and

is the free gift of God alone to. them.
on whom he 1s pleafed to beftow it. Now,.

when this precious gift of faith is given to

any foul; that foul, together:with this.

faith, receives the fpirit of Chrift; for

thefe two are infeparable; fo that if you
have faith, you have Chrift in you; and if

you have the fpirit of Chrift, you cannot be

without faith: and as the human nature of
Chrift receives. all its power from the God-

head being united to it; {o faith receives alk

its power ffom’ Chrift being united to the

‘believer by the bands of everlatting love,.
never to be broken; for whom Chirift

Io*vpé, he loves unto the end: b'i%t the ways

by which God conveys this heavenly treafure
] Inkg.
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into the foul are different; as alfo the times
of life in which it isteceived. Sometimes the
Lord gives 1t to-children in early life as to
Samuel and others: fometimes to thofe of
riper-years ;- and {fometimes to thofe of grey
hairs : but to whomfeever he gives it, we are
affured both by {criptare and experience, that
it caufeth both war and peace in that {oul.
War with every thing that will not fubmit
to be obedient to Chrift, the eternal Son of
God, as revealed in his word ; and peace to
thofe who are’ made to fubmit to his gavern-
ment: andallother peace which anyof thefons
and daughters of Adam {eem to enjoy, fhort
‘of that which Chrift gives by faith in himfelf,
is but a delufion ; and fo will certainly prove
in the end ; either in the hour of death, or
at the laft eternal judgment. And that thefe
were our deceafed brother’s principles will
clearly appear by his writings ; together with
the teftimony of many witnefles, who have
reafon to blefs God that they were taught by
his miniftry to conceive of divine things in
this light. |

Now the natural man (for {o we all

are before converfion) being fallen from God,
C2 there
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. thereis not one power or faculty of hisfoul but

- ‘ghat is at enmity with him ; though manin
his natural ftate perceives it not. And as faith
(which is now fuppofed to be in the foul,
and. is always at peace with God) meets
with every thing in the foul oppofite to it-
{elf ; from hence arifes the war ; which will
never ceafe till all the. rational powers are
found obedient to it. For reafon, howcﬁcr
yaluable in the dire@ion of moral a&ions, can
never be in true fellowfhip with God, till 1t .
fubmits to, conceives of, and worfhips God
according to the diGates of this divine prin-
ciple ; which is Chrift dwelling and ruling in
our hearts by faith ; and as it ever wars and
ftrives for the maftery in that little world
the foul and body of a child of God ; fo it
ever fights with whatever is oppofite to ‘it
in the outward and vifible world ; except
when foiled by {in, and, overcome by temp-
tations, which was for fometime the un-
happy lot of our poor departed brother,
But he that hath faid, all things fhall
work together for good to “them that
fove God, foordered it, that it was a means
of making him through the fuper-abundant

- grace
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grace -of God, experimentally wife ‘and =
humble. The like effe@ it had on Solyimss
of old; who, though he had the greateft
ftock of infufed wifdom of any man living,
yet it was not-made perfect int him (ne:ther
can I1t' In any fallen. creature) unlefs ex-
'perlmentaL wifdom be added to it; for we
‘are told, our Lord Jefus himfelf was-made
perfet- by the - things ‘which he fuffered,
though it was for the fins of others. .It'is
“true, our poor:deceafed brother, for a time,
like Nebuchadnezzar, tan -wild with -the
beafts of the field, till feven times had pafled
over him ; yet his body was all the while
wet with thé dew of heaven, to keep him
from being utterly confumed in the fire of
fin; and his roots, like Nebuchadnezzars,
were left in the earth with a band of iron
and brafs, untidl his reafon returned ; and
being . fubdued by faith, was made to ac-
knowledge, - that the moft high God ru-
leth in the kingdoms of men, and giveth
them to whomi{oever he will.

It 1s," and hath been of old, the. good
pleafure of God, for example to others,

nftentlmes (0 expofe the fins of his beloved
{aints ;
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faints; and it is plain the thing is of God;
for man left to himfelf would never doit:
witnefs David, who ftrove, -to hide his fin,
with all the fubtlety the dewil could
help himto; and fo will every man, till
God fends fome prophet to him, to give
him {pirityal * phyfic, to b;fi,ng him to
repentange ; neither can he be cleared of
them any other way, to his foul’s’ comfert.
For, though the natural saan may think
to hide hjs fin, with his body in the .
grave, yet the regenerate man knows from
the word of God, it muft not, nor can it
be fo. For he finds God will make -him
vomit up his {weet morfel of fins by reprov-
ing, conviCting and fetting them in order
befare his eyes, Pfal. 1. 21. For God, i
he pleafeth, can appear to us as teafing us
in pieces, and none can deliver.

I come now to enquire, what may be
underftaod by a child of God’s finithing his
courfe. #

What the courfe of the open prophane
35, and what it tends to, the moral man
fees by the light of nature; efpecially,
| - if
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if Brightened up by the light of the letter
of the word of truth. What the coutfe of
the {elf-feeking- formahift is, and what it
alfo tends to, the {piritual man fees by the
light of the fpirit of Chrift thining in him
ghrough the written word : but what the
courfe of a {piritual man 1s, none but God
and the truly godly know.

To treat of thefe things {eparately with
advantage, -cannot be done at this time ; o
thall attempt enly to fpeak, as the Lord fhalk
further help me, fomething of the courfe of
a-man ordained by Ged to fight the good
ﬁght of faith.

And fitft of all,. it is plain from the {crip-
tures and experience,. that every man’s
Chriftian courfe is not alike ; eithér for
length, or painfulnefs of travel: neither do
all men proceed therein with the {ame fpi-'-
ritual motion. Some are {wift, others aré
flow ; neverthelefs, every regenerate mar
thall furely finifh his courfe before he leaves:
this world ; otherwife, the infinitely wife
God (which 18 blafphcmy once to conceive)

might be charged with folly; for he hath.
undertaken
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undertaken to be our guard and guide quite
-tlirough our. toilfome way, and to fee us -
{afe  home.

The courfe of our apoftle, ordained for
him of God, was long, -and exceeding
rugged ; for though the way of every Chrif-
tian be ftrait, (which way 1s appointed) yet
our path is fometimes up, at other times
down ; fometirnes on the top of Pifgab,
then down again into the valley of the fha-
dow of death. One day perhaps with Paul,

as it were, in the third heavens, where we

hear unfpeakable words of comfort, for the
refrelhment of our fouls ; the next (it may
be) we are down as low as hell ; buffeted by
‘Satan, and hear unfpeakable words of blaf-
phemy and wickednefs, not lawful for a
man. to utter for horriblenefs; and all to
try .the ftrength and truth of our faith,
whether we will keep 1t, or let it go.
- For when the apoftle fays he had kept the
faith, he intimates thereby, that it was as
difficult a tatk as any he had to perform;
well knowing, that the world, the flefh,
and the devil, all in combination, were re-
{olved, if poffible, to rob him (as well as every

| Chriftian)
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Chriftian) of that precious jewel of faith ;
for if a child of God once lets go his faith,
he tnen, hike Sempforz fhorn of his locks,
becomes weak and like another man.

But O! for thy comfort, thou poor back-
fliding trembling foul, 1t thou findeft in thy
heart {o much as a defire to return home;
thy God will make, like Sampfon’s, thy hair
to grow again ; and who can tell, but that
with our dear departed brother, thou mayeft
be enabled to take vengeance on the Philif-
tines, thy corruptions, for the lofs of thy
two eyes of faith and love; and farther, to
lay thy hands on the two pillars of unbe-
lief and pride, which fupport Dagon’s or
the devil’s temple, and lay them level with
the doft; neither will it be any dithonour
tothee, if, thy body by death thould becrufhed
in the ruins thereof as Sampfon’s was; and this
is the way for a backf{lider to fight the good
fight, finith his courfe, and keep the faith.

A word to you who have not fouly
backflidden, but have ftoed to your colours,
ever fince you fook the king of heaven's
bounty. I know you have realca to
glory, but remember, that he who glorieth

is charged to glory only in the Lord. Who
D kept
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kept thee where thou art, and what haft
thou,- that thou halt not received? That.
might have been thy lot through thy folly,
which fome of thy poor foolith brethren
have plunged them{elves into.- |

Therefore, go not thru to the top of
thine houfe with David, to view the large
dominions God hath given thee in thy obe-
dient ftate; left thou fmart for it in the end
as he did. I tell thee it 1s much fafer for
thee to be in the camp, with the Lord’s hoft
fighting his battles, than on the battlements -
of that fumptuous building, proud prof-
perity.

Hath the Lord {flain all thine enemies
within thy borders, that is to fay, thy cor-
ruptions ¢ then look for Satan-in an ange-
lic form to tempt thee to be carelefs, and
puft thee up with pride, and a vain conceit,
that thou art pot bevond the reach of dan-
ocr. But C! beware, beware, left {ubtil
Satan comcth and findeth thee {leeping ; and
thus I leave thee with our Saviour’s words,
““ What [ {ay to thee, I fay to all, watch.”
-1 fuppole, by this time, fome may be im-
patient for the application ot this difcourfe
in a funeral-way, relating- to our dear .de-

parted
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parted brother; and here I thall endeavour to
thew, that our dear deceafed brother had a
right to the honour of fuch a {olemnity; but
could have been heartily glad, if fome more
worthy and able perfon had been employed
in this {ervice.

And firlt of all, it is weil known, to
many, that he came into the work of the
miniftry in much weaknefs and brokennefs
of foul ; and labouring under many deep
temptations, of a dreadful nature; for
though the Lord was plecfed to confirm
him in his everlafting love to his {oul; yet
(to my knowledge) he was at times fo left
to the buffetings of Satan, for the trial of
his faith, and to fuch clouds and darknefs
on his foul, that he has been oftentimes
obliged to preach to the church with {enfe
and reafon flying in his own face; and his
faith at the fame time like a brutfed reed ;
infomuch that he has often done by the
church, as the widow of Zarepthab did to
the prophet Elijab, who made him a cake
of that little fhe had, when fhe herfelf
feemed at the very point of ftarving. There-

D 2 fore
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fore for this, O ye faints of God, he has a
right to be remembered of you all.

In the fecond place, he gave a proof of
the foundnefs of his faith, by the {foundnefs
of his repentance; openly confefling his
fins to all the world, and forfaking them ;
and though he knew affuredly that his fins
were for ever pardoned, yet he was con-
tented to ftand in theporch of the houfe of
the Lord all his days alone, bearing his
fhame ; that others might learn to fear the
Lord by the things whn,h he {uffered. There-
fore for this, O ye faints of God, he has a
right to be remembered of you all.

Moreover, his undaunted courage 1n
ftoutly defending, with all his might, the
peculiar doCtrinesof thegofpel,viz.theTrinity
in unity ; the eleting love of God ; the free
juftification of the finner by the imputation
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and falvation alone
oy his precious blopd ; the new birth and
final perfeverence of the faints; always in-
fi{ting upon a hfe and converfation-becoming
the Gofpel ; contending earneftly for the
faith once delivered to the faints ; who
were chofen to be holy, and without blame,

before
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before him in love; being watchful over
you, as a fhepherd over his flock, left
the bear, or wild boar of the wood fhould
{catter you. And for this alfo, O ye faints
of God, he hath a right to be remembered
of you all.. |

And, laftlly, he was like the laborious
ox that dies with his yoke.-on his neck;
{o did he with the yoke of Chrift on his
neck ; neither would he fuffer it to be taken
off ;. for you are witnefles that he preached
Chrift to you with the arrows of death
fticking-in him. And for this alfo, O ye
{aints of God, he hath a right to be remem-
bered of you all.

- I tura me now to the weeping, forrowful
widow of our departed brother, with her
five fatherlefs children.

As the turtle-dove that lofeth her mate,
{o is a loving, virtucus woman that lofeth
her hufband. Thou, that wait once bone
~ of his bone, and flefh of his fleth, for whom

{fuch floods of tears are now fhed, thou
feemeft to thyfelf to be left alone, with thy
{weet babes, in a wildernefs-world ; but O!
for thy comfort, I have now to teii thee, that

thou
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thou art not alone, for God is with thee.
He that was thy hufband’s God, is the God
of the widow, and the fatherlefs ; and has
faid in his word, * leave thy fatherlefs chil-
dren, I will preferve them alive; and let
thy widows truft in me, Fer. xlix 11.”

- Thou haft often heard thy dear hufband
preach the glory of a life of faith , and now
the time is come for thee to make trial of the
truths he recommended ; and(as I truft) the
banns of faith and repentance have been
publithed in thy heart, betwixt thee and
thy heavenly hufband Chrift Jefus, thou
haft a lawful right to {ue to him for a main-
tenance both for thee and thy fatherlefs
children; and T doubt not, but in thy fo
doing, God will open the hearts of fome
of his dear children to deal kindly with the
living for the fake of the dead. Only walk
thou before God as a widow indeed ; and
follow the fteps of good Anna, who depart-
ed not from the houfe of God, but ferved
him with fafting and prayer night and day ;
and {o fhalt thou be blefled of the Lord.

- Next, to the weeping babes I turn my
thoughts, and fziy, Weep not, {weet babes ;

your father is not dead but fleepeth ; and
when
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when he wakes again, (hall fhine in beauty
like the glorious fun. Think not, my lambs;
that you are left alone; for God will fend
his angels to protect you, If any thing, at
any time, fhould grieve you, then fall upon
your knees, make known your wants to
God, and tell him your diftrefs; and
he will furely help youin your time of need.
Thefe were the very fteps your father-took;
who in his troubles always {ought to God.
God was his helper, God alone his friend.

But O! the hardeft tafk is yet to come.
For where, and how fhall I begin to com-
fort this church of Chrift, with all her
weeping children ¢ |

The Lord indeed hath covered thee, O
daughter of Zion, with a cloud, in taking
away thy paftor; but, I hope, it 15 not In
‘anger : neverthelefs, it behoveth you all,
this dark day of mourning, earneftly to
implore the God of heaven, with one
heart, and one foul, that he would pleafe
to repair this breach: for it 1s well known
to many, that a great man is fallen in
Ifrael. But be not utterly caft down, for
there is yet hope; for though death hath

{lain an officer in the armies of Ifracl,
yet
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yet remember, your captain-general,
the Lord of hofts, ftands faft: death.
hath no power over him, nor ever fhall to
all eternity. Therefore, go on in the invin-
cible might of the Lord Jefus ; for it is but
a fhort time, and the laft enemy fhall be
deftroyed, even dea;h it{elf,

I know you have been blefled with the
dew of heaven from abové, for many days ;
and that you have had for your nourithment
the fineft of the wheat; and that your drink
hath been the pure blood of the grape; and
remember alfo, that your late paftor hath
laid up a ftock of geod things for you, for
your nourihment after his death; and, if
you look carefully, you fhall find a goodly
portion 1n his repofitory, which he took
out of the hand of the Amorize, with his
{word and with his bow ; that is to fay,
his goaly experiences; which have coft
him dear, very dear indeed : for the archers
forely grieved him, and fhot at him, and
hated him ; but his bow abode in {irength,
and the arms of his hands were made ftrong,
by the hands of the mighty God of Facob.
But now he hath fheathed his fword, and
hath nothing more to do with war ; having

fought
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fought a good fight, fini{hed bis conrfe, and
kept the faith; and is gone to poﬁ'efs th;at
crown of nghteoufnefs, whlch the Lord, th.e
mghthus _}udge, &th fl:ctﬂy gwen hun , ﬂnd
will give pot to um only, but unto ll

thofe that love his appearing.
Thergfore, my belpved brcthfen, ﬁand

faft ; quit yourfelves like men in the Lord
and be firong in the grace -which is in
Chrift Jefus; and may the God of hmven
and earth raife you up a man that ihall
valiantly go before you; and that thall take
up the fword that death hath ftruck out of
our dear departed brother’s hand ; and ng
Almighty go before. that man conqﬂarm,g,
and to congner; and may he folow after
his mafter, taking the fpoxl, and Ercely
part it ameng you all, for your foul’s re-

frefhment.

And now, brethren, I commit you to
God, and to the word of his grace, which
is able to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among them that are fanclified.

A few words more and I have done s

" My deatly beloved friends. -———-If ever

tilelp was a time for mourning and la-
E mentation
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'mcntatlon in thc churches of Chrrﬂf
furcly it is' now ; “for the Lord fccms‘
to appear, wrth a drawn fword in his
hand, ftretched -out -over j‘erzyklem and
to begin" with the eminent minifters of
God firft; and what the  end of this
"wﬂl be, God only knows; but, furely, it
s the dutv of all Gods farthfdl minifters
to “ blow the trumpet in Zisn, and fandtify
2 faft, and call a folemn aﬂ'cmbly, and
‘gather the people, .and fanctify the congre-
‘gation, and affemble the elders, and - gather
the children, and all thofe that -fuck the
breafts ; and let the bridegroom go forth
out of ‘his chamber, and the bride out of
her clofct let the prrcf’rs the minifters of
the Lord weep between the porch and the
altar ; and fay, fpare thy pedple, O Lord,
and give not thine heritage to rcproach
- that the heathen fhould rule over them:
wherefore {hould they fay among the peo-
plc, whcre 15 thexr God

Now, to the ng eternal, immortal, in-
vifible, the only wife God, be honour and
.olory for ever and ever Amen.

THE
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O T H I N G but the prafpeﬁ of being, in
fome. [mall meafure, [1viceable to. the
widow and. fatherlefs children of bis de-
parted friend: and brother, could have induced
the author Yo fend this oration to the prefs;
bezng [fenfible, not only-of the mearinefs of the
performance in the learned, and the critic’s
eye; out the wvaft difference between fuch
difcourfes, awhen dropt warm and alive
fram the lzp, to an auditory whofe affections,
with his owri, were previoufly moved by the

folemn fcene then before them, and awhen the
E 3 -* Jame
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fm ﬁntmm Zze cool, and Mmed,» égfoﬂ

the reader’s eye~——

But as the warmeft exhortations, and moff
pétbetic expoftulations from the pulpit, need
the divine influence to make them truly pro-
ﬁz’aﬁfé to the foul s be wonld humbly /faﬁe ond
earnicltly pray, that this fnfluence may, in fome
meafure, attend the reading of thefe lines; and

if what is bere advanced, fhould, by the divine
 bleffing, be made conducive to beget forious im-
~ preffions upon the mind of but one of bis fellow-
mortals ;- it will more than compenfate for any
cenfure whech may be caff thereon. And if
thie benevolenk and charitable ave by this me-
thod led. to-make a fmoll addition, towards the
 fuppors of the belplefs offspring of the deceafed,
% will give real pleafure to bim, who defires

.t be theirs 1o be thine, and the church's

fervant in Chriff Fefus.

ANDREW KINS.MA,N,

THE
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 DELIVERED' AT THE INTERMENT. .

JEVER, never did a more folethn {entenice
drop' from' mortal tongue. than that which
the' prophet Jfuiah uttered, by the immediate
commutrd of God, (xL 62) The voive [uid, Cry s
Whit il I cry? Al flefo is grafsy and the govd~
linefs therevf as the flower of the field: whick
(Yaith David) in'the morning is gveew and flourifbes ;
dﬂ’dr inthe evening #s cnt docon and withereth.
“Phis e is confirmed by every diys éxpex
rierice; dnd the folemn and' mournfol odeafion:
of our affembling in this place; - proclaims, as
with' @ lond wvice, thefe things are fo.~Indeed,
it Hath beer objeded, thar for funeral orations
we have no fcripture comimand' or precedert ¢
was this to be allowed, yet to know the wice of
God, and' ledrn his will from- the various: difpen-
fations of His providence, I apprefiend is our
duty 4s rational crestutes; od to' attempt; 4t
IEai'c fome improvement of fuch peculiar vifita-

UORS
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tldhs as z‘bzs, for the fpmtual beneﬁt of our fef-

low mortals is.the undoubted -privilege of .alks
who bear the Chriftian name, efpecially, of fuch

as fuftain the minifterial character, who are du-

thorifed to preach the word in feafon and out of

fealon. .

Death and eternity aré fubje&s of medltatmn,'
faith bifhop Hopkins, never unfeafonable; fince
it is the unalterable appointment of heaven
for all men once to die; the decree is gone
forth, the fentence paffed on all the human’
race; and to the grave we are all haftening.

 Yet fuch is the depravity of human nature;
fo great and ﬁuplfymg the effets of fin, thath.
men In general are not only carelefs and uncon-
cerned about the awful event, but the vicious
and profane endeavour frequently, by every
method their carnal hearts can devife, to. banifh
the dreary and melancholy {cene from - their
minds ; till perhaps the dread meﬁ‘encrer creeps
into their chambers, and fnatches part of them~
felves away. It was a fenfe of this perhaps
ma.de Mofes pathetlcally cry out. and fay, O that
men were wife, that they underfrood tbz.., and con<
ﬁdered their latter end.—
~ Happy will it be, if this affe&mg provx-
dence, the alarming death of a faithful minifter,
fhould be in any meafure conducive to this

end. ——How would our departed friend and. bro-
‘ther,
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‘ther, who - laboured hard when on earth, for the
convetfion of fouls, join with' the lieavenly harp-
ers above,” in their exalted ftrains of celeﬁlal
praife, if but one finner fhould be brought to
‘repentance. by means of that-difpenfation which

‘brought him to the grave. Come then, ye dear

‘people of his charge, and you who' frequently

‘attended his public miniftrations; help me, by

~.your prayers, whilft with me you drop a frlcnd]y
tear. Behold, if ‘'you can without a deep and
fecret figh, a throbbing heart and weeping eyes,
the dear lips, on which you frequently hung with
-deep attention, clofed and fealed up by death
‘That tongue,. which in foft and pleafing ‘accesits,
and with words truly his own, fo often! fo
Jlately ! proclaimed to your liftening ears, the glo-
ries of the incarnate Saviour, and his finithed
redemption, zow filenced, for ever filenced, in this
lower world.—~And would 1t be amifs for me, at
this time, and 1in #bés place, to call upon you to
remember the frequent warning he gave you to
flee from the wrath to come, to renounce ycur
own righteoufnefs, and put on the Lord Jefus
Chrift,” and to be ready alfo, as we know
not the hour when the Son of man cometh.
Your dear paftor is now no more to preach on
earth the ‘exceeding riches of that grace he him-
{elf was the happy monument of. And may I
pot venture to fay, though worms deftroy this
body,



body, now dnterred, yet, Zeng begsiten agein i
7 2 T iTa sanfiserien €L cotL L. e
a lively hope by the vefiie ] Jf_efrfa Chriff

11

froin he 6afh, We believe he will furely come
forch, at the gene"al refurredtion, with a glo-
ricus bedy, raifed in incorruption, and join
-?{1#.1'1 ne -tiﬁium_phant, fong of the Lord’s re-
defmed ones, Come allc ve, the dear pariner
his joys end cargs, with the other ‘branches

of hl-S family, Come and fee this e giEve,
svharemn we Ha*;‘-'e depofited the precious remains
of a dear hufband, an ?n\f.m*ﬂnt ond affectionate
father, pafor am.... friend, You may be indulgeg
to drop foz:ae few tears of COH;U'D':‘]. and filial at-
faétion for on fuch an occafion; JEsus wept—
Bu:r ler me exhort you, not to forrow as thofe
without hope, Forif ye belicve that Fefus died and
rofe agaii, e /?’ them alfo that fleep in Fefus,
il God brizr with bimy 1 Thefll iv. 14, and
AMOng them our departed brother; who after his
rematkable comerﬁon, or what he himfelt calls
bis ve-conwerfier fo God, vou ~well kaow, not
only preached free grace, but are witnefies he
tived free grace, and adorned it by an exer-
plary life and converfation; be afured then ho
nov fings free srace above, s theme Is 20t
sltered, the fubject of theflz fongs of praile,
which he publifhed and put into our hands hege
i omore exalied

pelow, he Is now confinuing
end ferzphic firzins, whillt mi giln_ with thofe
hefore

.-'."
Or
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before the throne, in crying worthy, worthy is
:he Lamb that was iluin 1o receive power, and
tiches, and ﬂ ength, and honouia and glm y, and
b]PITmo ‘

One .r01d noie {0 70U, le furrounding mul: -
Lu:udf, who are come hither from VATIouS mo-
tives, and different views ; fome to ﬂlew refpedh
io their deceafed minifter and friend, othezf: only
¢vpeciing to hear what may be {poken of the
dead. But whet, 13y fome can a firanger fay §
one who 1s come from far; and, confequentlﬂ

Enew but little of him. Stop man, be not too
hd‘iy in Lhy cenfme? you miftake perhaps, in
fome meafure, herein: ﬁhou&h called . upon
fuddenlv by his furv] mue iriends to fhew this
refpet to my deoa* ced blOﬂ"ffl I can tell yous

R |

il

H had the pleafure of knewing, and T will fay the

honour 00 oi preaching the gofpel to his aged

the faith, I knew him

3
DATENLS, W0 boLI lied in
t0 be the fon of many pr YYErs, years ago and,
from this knowledge, as io oon as I read his Xpe-
rience and hymns, (believing his tender pa-
rents earn eft addrefics to the throne of grace for
him were, 1 {ome meafure, anfwered,) I found
my heast warined with the relation, and my foul
knit to the auiher. -11 love led me ezgerly
io feek after 2 perfonal interview, and from the
vear 1759 a religious, literary correfpondence
énfued : O how full were his eyiﬁies. of found
¥ | experience !
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norant one, iome a cen-
forious 2nd bitter one, otiers more moderate and
charitable, and many perhaps 2 moft confident
OLiE. Eu‘f, alas'! what fignifies all this? It

man IS hothing more, yes, he is only that which
hie'is in God’s own fight and account. Indeed,
wras T to ind: nlge my own affeltions, 1 thould adt;
[erfiaps, impmdenﬁv in this mnmul ¢ -1 would
freak,—and, as i {poke;

a- Hood s—if fears would do him good (—but
| bo**ir canI when that delightful fentence founds.
from.
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I-I--I...._.

I
L

frora the facred volume, Write from benceforsh,
Slsffed aie the dead ihat dic i the Lord, even. Jo
jﬂff:] Zlf):f Sf)f.' zg Jﬁf ff.ni;} .rof/'f 051 fr:?".r [{7330”";5—-“-

I would leave him then with his fethers Gp.rfg
with his own God, with his covenant-God s and
imagine { heard him ipeaking to this weeping
auditory, in the laaguage of his mafter, Wesp
a0t for e, but for yourftlves and your children.
{ would turn my thoughts then; and, inftead
of weeping ‘over the dead body of dEPﬂIted
faint, choole rather to drop a tear over the vaff
gnltitude * of immertal {ouls before me, amoncrﬁ:
whom are rhany dead {ouls in living bodies : it
is to be feared very many, who are dead while
they live; and, knowing the terrors of the Totd,
I would perfwade thee, O man, whoever thou
art, fo work whiile it 13 izzy; the night cometh
wheretn ig man can work i——while it is called to-day
O barden wot ihy hecri.  Sinner, thou knoweit
not but a raging fever may fuddenly feize thy
vitals, and carry thee off :—and then, if aitranges
to Tefus, if out of Chrift, and in an unrege-
nerate ftate, © whither, whither wilt thou fly ¢
Awwake then, thoy that fleepeft, aiife froim the dead!
Fly to Jefus, cre it be oo late! Behold, by Tuch
ziwakening'd.ifpmﬂationg he calleth thee to arife:
Aepart, faich he, this is not your reft; the fallhion:

T

7 Suppofed to be more than 20,000 {ouls prefent.

H o O
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Df this world paﬁ'eth away. You {ee we have herg
no continuing ¢ty s it is but a little whlle and"
our great change muft come :—O conﬁder we
alfo are but duft. Indeed, were we to form our
Judgment of what man is, from the conduct and
behaviour of our fellow-mortals, we might (from

that pride and vaunting, that contempt of God’s

law and negle& of rehglon) be tempted to ima-
glne we are all mdependent invulnerable and im-
mortal creatures . for moﬁ live as without God
ln the world : buf alas! a fhort life, with com-
mon obfervatxon therem, will teach us, that man
Is a vain //Jew and the characters given 1n the
holy fcrlptures to be 1nfalhbly true ; a wori, a
j/mdaw and, as Solomon exnreffes it, 1n his beft
ftate but 'vamt_y

1 thmk the Lord intimates enough to humble
the proude{’c heart, when he bid [/Ezzab cry and
tell the world aZZ ft’ﬂ?, the ﬁrang and robufl, the
youncr and way, r1ch Or poor, prince or peafant

Al flefb is graﬁ How foon will pale difeafe

fhake and reduce the human frame, and make
the plllars of this tabernac]e trernble Al hght
touch from the cha{’clﬁncr rod of the Almighty,
makes the {’touteﬁ ‘morfal faint; and foon con-
vinces him, ,who glorled in his ﬁrencrth that he
hath 70 might even fo help himfelf; and when death
comes, all fall alike to his conquering arm ; 1o

his univerful fceptre (howeyer unwilling) we muft
| fubmlta
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.fubmlt You fee, by this inftance, that fa1thf"tﬂ'
laborlous, ufeful minifters, are cut down as the
grafs and as foon dryed up and 'wztbered —_—
- O may thIS ftriking providence be fan&ified;
- and thefe broken hints be attended with a divine
1nﬂuence, that fome may be led to feek after
]efus, and an intereft 1n him ; and learn to num-

ber their days, and apply their hearts to true

mfdom ; that, being now rifen from the grave

of {in, when the dead {hall be raifed, and Chuﬁ
who is our life, fhall appear, they may alfo ap-
pear with him 1n glory.——

" Thou knoweft not, O man, but thy funeral
may be the mext ; the Lord may fend his fum—
raons which cannot be evaded or put off, the
folemn fentence may be {oon pronounced, | thié
mo'ht thy foul fhall be required of thee. This
was the cafe with the rich fool in the cofpel ; he
had been addmcr houfe to houfe, and calling his
lands after his own name; he had formed new
plans of pulling down his barns, and building
oreater ; and we may fuppofe went to bed feem-
1ngly well ; but in the morning how great the
change ! ke is gone,—and his place known no
more !—Think on this all ye that forget God !—
Boaft not {inner of to-morrow ; the prefent mo-
ment is all thou canft call thy own 3 Now is the

mcepted time, now 15 ipe day af Jelvation :—Kifs
tbs
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the Som Ieft ke be angry, and thou perifp from the
O _
- Thou haft been often told, and I now, in the
name of Chrift my mafter, tell thee, that pardon, -
peace, and compleat falvation, dre freely ten-
dered to the hungyry, thirfty, {fenfible finner in the
gofpel : yea, the Spirit and the bride [aith come s
and whoever will, Jet bim come, and take of the
waters of life freely. God the Father ftill waits
to be gracious ; God the-Son ftill bears the cha-
ralter of being the friend of finners; God the
Holy Ghoft 1s now ready to execute his blefled
office ; for it is by the agency of the Holy Spirit, .
that finners are plucked as brands out of the
burning : may he now put his own hand to the
work, and it fhall create joy in the very angels
of God, who rejoice over one finner that repent-
eth; but I can add-no more :— May you.con-
fider what -hath been faid, and the Lord give
you upderftanding in all things. Amen,

HYMN
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- ComMpOSED BY THE DECEASED,. AND SUNG AT THE
GRAVE,

SONS of God, by blei’c adoptxon
View the dead with ﬁeady éyes.
- What is fown thus in corruption,
Shall in incorruption rife.
What 1s fown in death’s dithonour, -
Shall revive to glory’s light.
What 1s fown in this weak manner,
Shall be rais’d in matchlefs might,

2 Earthly cavern, to thy keeping,
We commit our drother’s dult
Keep it fafely, foftly fleeping;
Till our Lord demand thy truft,
Sweetly fleep; dear faint, i jefus,
Thou with us, fhalt wake from dea-th
Hold he cannot, though ke feize us;
We his powet-defy by faith.

3 Jelus, thy rich confolations
To thy mourning people fend :
May we all; with faith and patience,
Wait for our approaching end.
Keep from courage, vain or vaunted,
For our change our hearts prepare;
Give us confidence undaunted,

Chearful hope, and godly fear. .
: The



o ZLELF on blelsd mar, in Jefus fleep s
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COTTUp 1om thou
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izt left with us below
Whilft thou before the throne doft bow.’
¥ nence Living waters How.
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Not in 2 glafs, but face to face

~
'Thou d - thy faviour fee s |
Who fufer ’d hame, and foul dlfgracca
And blad and died for thee. |
< 1-:40\2?‘ lezn tﬁj/' hea 1. thou turtle dovegf
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