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}TH O UG H the Publication of the
2 Sfollowing Sheets, was Occafon’d by
" the Reading of the Sermon, in Anfwer
‘to which they are Hritten: Yet there
- are, I am. perfwaded, fome things Con-
- tain'd in them; which will be Relib’d
~and Owid by Every Experienc’d Chrif-
tsan. To whofe Gonfideration I defire -
2o Qffer them: the feemingly [poken to

- an Unbelsever.
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1 jhall Add but One Remark : which
15 This. The Gontents of the Enfuing
Papers are either Truths or Lies, If
1;' A 2 Truths <
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& following Sheets, was Occafion’d by
the Reading of the Sermon, in Anfwer
1o which they are Hritten: Yer there
| are, I am. perfwaded, fome things Con-
tain'd in them; which will be Relifbd
and Own'd by Every Experienc’d Chrif-
‘tien.  To whofe Gonfideration I defire
to Qffer them : tho feemingly [poken to

Can Unbeliever.
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To the READER,

Truths they D.*efefve not 1o be E/;Zeem’dl

the lefs, for coming out, under the Pre-
fent Relation,  But if they are Lids;

they ‘ought to be Rejected as foon as Dif-
covered, though they had Appeared in
ever fo bright a Situationy or been A~

rayd in ever fo Glittering @ Drefs
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‘Unreafonablenefs

RELIGION.

¥ I is a Truch of fingular Ule, and folid
| Comfort to thelz; whofe Underftand~
A 125 are calightenad by the Spirit of
God to perceive ity That Reilgion and Rea-
{on arc not only widely different, but di-
rettly contrary, the one to the other. As
‘by Religion 1 mean, the Knowledge of the
True God, the right Way of Worlhipping
Him here, and the {ure and certain Means of
Enjoying Him in erndlelsGlory hereafter: So
by Reafon 1 underftand, the natural Diftates.
of the Humane Mind ; whereby every Man 1
this fallen State is capable of makiag ratio-
nal Dedudtions, and Argumentations; and {9
advancing himfelf by Degrees, in what is ge-
nerally called Rnowledge. S
. A Ths .




’ (6)
~ This will evidently appear (to thofe who
are made able to receive it) by mftancing in
the few following Particulars, the reipe&w
Doétrines of thofe two Prmcrples {0 Diame-
trically oppofite to each other. .

1. Firft, Reafon bids me expelt Acceptance
from the Almighty in a Futuore State, accor-
ding to the Moral Juftice, Equity, and Good- .
nefs of mine Ations in the Prefent. On the
contrary, Religion teaches me, that I fhall be:
chuxtted Juitified, and Accepted of God byn
the Righteoulnefs of Another freely beftow’ d, |
and given me, Without the leaft Regard to my :
own Perfonal either Merit, or Demertit. |

2. S0 agamn Reafon tells me, that i order |
to fecare an Intereft in eternal Life, 1 muf’c
by mine own Natural Strength, firive JLGruggle $
and labour; and pray for the Affiftance of
God, to enable me {o to pleafe Him hPre
that 1 may Shun His Wrath,and Enjoy Hlm
in Blifs nereafter, But Rehglon plvnlyihews
me, that when I was in my Natural State, it -
vas impoflible for me to move one Step to- ;
wards Heaven; no, not fo much as to im. .
plore the Divine Affiftance aright but was
wtterly Dead in Trefpaffes and Sins; and as in- |
capable le of exerting the leaft Power, or-Mo-
tion towards any Spiritval Good, as a Dead ‘1
Carcafs' is of performing any A&IOII of Na- ]

'

tural Late, ]
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3. Again Reafon in Some (forit 1s 1o
feteled Principle s but differing in different
Perfons ; confequently incapabe of lecading
%;’my Man mro Truth) afferts, that admitting
. Man in  his Natvral State cannot turn  or
“prepare himfelf to feck the Lord : yet that
-Divine Power necetlary to enable him {o to
~do 1s given, or rather offered mdiferimimate-
ly to Allalike 5 (fince All alike are the \Work-
-manflup of God) and fufpended on certain
‘Terms, or Conditions on Man’s Part : fuch
'as the Clofing n with the Offer; and Co-
 operatisg with the Grace of God: So that
the Compliance, or Non-Compliance there-
with readers the Sner Jwititied, or Condem-
‘ned in the Sight of God: And makes him
(become a Veffel of Mercy prepared unto
'Glory, or a Veflel of Wrath fitted to De-
Atruttion.  Buot Religion m Contradiftion to
this declares; that the Glory of God is the
Ultimate and Only End of all His Works
and that as cwen the Wicked made for the Day,
of Evil fhall be Inftruments of fetting forth
this Glory in their Deftruftion, which they
are utterly vnable by any Means to avoid .
So on the other hand, Thofe who are Predep;.
nated to the Adoption of Sons, fhall be Trrefif
tibly wrought on by the Spirit of God': And
fhall infallibly Receive the Grace given them
here; and Bnjoy the Glory prepared for them

In

i
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in Chriit before the Foundation of the
Worid, m a State of Eternal Union with
God hereafter.

s 1o lnftinece one more Particular for
Ail.  Reafon m thoft who are Converted 1s
cver Ipsaking thus. * Altho’ 1 know by
*“ Experience, thatin my Unregenerate State
““ I was utterly unable to movs the leaft Step
forward in the Purfmit of Rebigion, Yet
now I am Converted, and born agam, |
mult frr up the Gift that is in me. *Tis my

Daty to Pray to the Lord to excreafe my
““ Faith, 1 muft Endeavour to Grow 11 Grate,
““ rd iy the Kiowledge of my Lord and Saviour
* Fefus Corift. In aword: 1 moft exert all
“ my Natural Powers, and Abilities to be
more and more acquainted with God, and,
make greater Proarels in Faith, and high-
er Advancement in Knowledge.” In op-
pofition to all which, the Voice of Religion]
fpeaks m this wifs, ¢ 1 plainly See, and
« Bxperimentally Feel, that, as before Con |
< verfionI conld not move one Hairsbreadth
¢ towards G od and Goodnefs : So fince I am
¢ New Created in Chrift Jefus, the Old Man
¢ in me is as Rebellious, and Stubborn 24
¢ ever. -I have as great, or rather fcemings
< ly greater inclination to Sin, and hatred:
¢« to God, than before. And as my NCWE
¢ Birth was at firft the fole, fupematumlg
- e R R :: l‘vorkj
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[“ Work of the Almighty God: foevery new
¢ A& of Faith is a new Miracle of Divine
'f; Power communicated to mySoul,Every the

leaft Sigh after, or Prayer to God 1s o far
‘i from fdllmd ander the Notion of a Daty,
“ that it is the Highelt Excellency , -and
“ Greateft Privilege communicated to a Be-
¢ liever by the bpmt of God: by whofe
F‘, immediate Influence alone I am enabled to
* A& PFaith on the Mediator, without which
‘all my Praycrs are but Vam Repetitions,
and, confidered i themielves, abominable
and ‘odious in the Sight of God. In {hort,
my Hardeft Work in Religion is (if I may
fo esprels it) to Do Nothing. My Grea-
tett Labour, to lie quet. My Strongeft
Strugling, o fit ftl.  And my moft Ac-
) tive Endeavours to apprehend my {elf en-
itlrely Palfive in God’s Hand; A Greature
I meerly Recipient of whatfoever Meafure
10f Good He thall pleafe to Infufe into me:
jand to know, and fee, my only Bufinefs

lis to Glomy God; Wlnch is done by

"
|
3
»

1Belxewng, Tru{’tmg, Depending, Rclyu,i
'wholly upon Him, without any Reégard teg?

'my own Frame, or lepoﬁuon of Mind

%'w all,””

‘Thefe are a few of the Numberlefs Ta-
lm,ec whicll might be brought to prove,
it the Difkates of Realon, are utterly Re-

Pllgq.

A



( 10) .
pugnant, nay Diametrically Oppofite to tl
Principles of Religion communicated to thi
Believer by the Revelation of God’s Spirit]
And that not only in a few, or fome; but n{!
all and every Particalar.

- But here it may be objeéted. “ Are theltt
° not many Notional Predeftinarians, Whﬂil
¢ have never been wrought upon by thed
¢ Spiric of God? And are not thefe taughit
““ the Truth by meer Reafonable Deduttic
““ ons? lifo; How then are the Ditates ot
‘“ Reafon, and the Doftrmes of Religiolf
¢ Contrary to each other? it
I Anfwsr, That thereare many Notionaf)
Profefirs of Eleftion, and Predeftination, {(
rf:adiiy own, Bug that they are firm Belle
vers of it, I flatly deny. For all their Lifa
and A&ions Speak the Contrary.  Foti
thounh they Pre._end to troft to God’s Pr trp
deftination for their Bternal Happinefs ; YeB
they are Notorious Liars, and truft not thi
sst-at all : but are always S*‘mrng to do fomdd
ng to make their Eleftion fure; and '1rb
or tmueﬂy fil’d with Fears and leglvmng

_-_;‘_:_,_ﬁ; they fhould at laf¥- come fhort: An
- “that efpecially after they have fallen in angg
. Grofs Violation of the Moral Law (for thejy
Doubts and Fears naturally arife in the Mindh
of Believers themfelves; Nor can they lff
dlf@uried by Arguments "of Reafon; but. ag‘.ﬁ
- 0VE
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verthrown by Faith alone) -All which evi-
Wdently proves, that their  Efpoufing this
;t[}ﬂo&rme 1S only, becauvie they thmk other
“ﬂo&rmcs as liable to Objettion as this, And
they are Profeflors of Pedeftination, becaufe
ithey know not what to.be elfe. But fuppof-
aiig they do believe it, (which 1s certain they
tdo not, but deceive "others and themfelves
11EAo, a0t knowing what Faith is) -Yet they
lcantradl& True Religion in this, that they
'thm]-. themfelves to be Elefted. Whereag
iReligion plainly declares, that none but fuch
as are Regenerated and made New Creatures,
abqe Elected to Eternal Life, which thefe No.
Fmal Elettionifts never Experienced s but Be.-
:ligve they know not what. And therefore
we could fuppofe Men made firit Predef
tiparians by Reafon, fill this Reafon of theirs
l‘pfaks n dire€t Contradiction to Reli pion.
But if they think the Doltrine of Ele&mn to
be True, and on the other hand -Believe
lz;em{'elves not Elefted, and fo perifh in .
Defpair, (as many perhaps have done) T}r,#;
Fiwe fnppofe them to have gotten this Ngskes

pn of Predeftination from Reafon, and u‘“
father from the Literal Reading- the Dofriien 3
1 the Sctiptures, or other Writingss they ™
ll contradilt the Voice of True Religion;
ich Teaches all thele, to whom it Dif-

clofes
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. clofes the Dottrine of Election, that th
themfelves are alfo Eleted. |
- This Great and Glorious Truth (thoug
clearly difcerned, and heartily embraced ‘b
the {piritual Part of thofe who are mag
New Creatuores, and Born again by the Sp
rit) meets with ftrenuous Oppofition, an
Bitter Hatred fromall theUnregenerate S0l
of Adwmm. And alfo from the Old Man, cf
Principle of Nature m thole who are REEE
nerate, and have their Wills n {ome meaﬁn‘
‘made conformable to the Will of God. fﬂ*’
the Flefh lufteth againft the Spirtt, aud the Spmj
againft the Flefh : And thefe are contrary the o
to the other., Galat. v. 14, £
The caufe of this Enmity, and Oppoﬁtm *

in Man to the foremention’d Truth Is thlt
it utterly Debales, or rather deftroys all Hy i
mane Strength and Skill ; overthrows &
tow’ring Conceits of Man’s ‘Witdom bqtter g
down all the Engines of Pride, and Var i
Glory ; Exalteth None but the Creator alom !
_zand lays the Creature low, very low, D -

=hafing it even to Hell, by Dec]armg that

Fzhas not the leaft Share, or Partin the Wori
“of Salvation: No, not fo much as to Acit
-cept 1t when Offered or Forward it, whel}
Began: but that it 1 Entlre}y Indebted fo?(
the beginning, catrying on, and arco*nphfh}

.t a0y
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ng the whole Work to Him, Who worketh afl
things according to the Coynjél of bis own Wil
g.} his the Natural Man cannot bear. He
scannot bg perfwaded that he Knows nothing,
f;md can Do nothing, but is meerly Depen-
;dant for all he 13, and all he hath : That
£ God 1s the fole Pr()pnetor, and Arbitrary
' Diﬁrlbllter of all his Gitts to whom he will ;
r “And that Nose can flay bis Hand, or [ay unto
]mf What doeft thou?  This galls and frets the
E;Camal Mind, making it fwell with Spleen
sand Malice, "and Vent itEIf in Bitter Re-
“proaches, and Hard Sayings againft the
Truths of God contain’d in that Repofitory
:of fecret Treafures his Written Word, and
‘manxfe{’ced to his Chofen in all Apes by his

HOly Spirit.,

g

'} From the Fall of 4dam, quite down to
‘this prefent Time, thus has the Café ftood :
*I" nere has always been 2 lafting Bnmuty be-
‘tween the World, and the Church; the
'Seed of the Serpent, and the Seed of the
‘Woman, The Former of which have al~
Wways been by numberlefs Degrees the moft-
mumerous, and outwardly Powerful, And-
this Enmity, Ordered and Difpofed by Infi-
Qnre Wifdom for the Illuftration of Inb own
Glory, has contmually difcovered itfelf in
hvlun talking, writing, and alting m {ubtle
’1 LCaChEI y, or Open Oppoﬁtmn to the Truth
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of God 1 the Gofpel ot his Sen. And as,
1n Former Times, fo in this Degenerate Age
m which we now hive: when Darknels hag
overlpread the whole Earth, when Religion|
13 almoft thrown afide, and Faith feems in a
manner to be bamﬂl d from the World,; i
‘When Self-named Preachcrs of all Profeffions |
feem unamimoudly agreed, 1n a literal Senfe to |
Do Nothing: Except it be to ftrive for the |
Fatteft Livings, and Wealthieft Congregati- 1
ons. Even-at this Time, I {ay, when fome ; l
few have made fome Eaint Effays to Revive

the Doftrines of Truth, 2ud Vindicate the ,
Golpel of Chrift, according to that {mall |
Meafure of Light, and Strength, they have |;

veceiv’d: It has Alarm’d the Adverfary, and 1

Stirr’d up fome Zecalous Oppofers of that ;1
- littler Tmth the others have ventured, tho’ .

darkly and Wea]dy to Affert, Among which \i
Oppofers there has rifen a*Zealot, who has )
drawr after him a Number of Followers to '
Tiear the Old Arminian Ereours (in which all 1
Chriftendom at prefent lies involved) Debat- |}
ed in the Fields and Streets a little more o
warmly, than in the Churches, and Meeting- |7
Houfes. The Perfon, 1 mean, 1s Mr. Foin |1
IWefley: Whoin a Sermon Iately come to my |2
Hands, Preach’d at Briffo), and Publifhed the
Vear before laft, under the {pecious Title of s,
Free Grace hac(as far as his Meafurc of Natural

Abili- |

T
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%Abzhtses would permit him) Debafed, and Vi-

51 ified the Glorious Dodtrine of God’s Bternal
ﬁ Love to Eleted Sinuersy befpatteringit with
s| all the Slander and Calumny, that the Devil,
n | and his own wicked Heart could invent, mn
3 the forementioned Sermon, On which I

have at prefent undertaken to Animadvert,
\ He begins his Preface thus: Nothing but
| the firongeft Conviction, wot only that, what is
1 bere advanced, s the ?rzxtlﬂ as 1t is in Fefuss

| but aifo, that T am intdijpes f1 f ly obliged to De-
3 glare this Truth to all the World, could bave i1
duced sne~——TUpon which we may Refleét,,
| How deceittul above all Things, and defﬁ)e-
rately wicked, is'the Heart of Man! When
an open Oppugner of the Gofpel of Chriit,
 fhall be perfwaded by the firongef Conmfl‘zm,.
that to Deny the Faith of Ged’s Eled is to Ad-
vance the Truth as ot is in Jefus: And thatheis
smd perfioly obliged todeclare st to all the World.
May not this {erve to let us in {ome meafure
fee, how far we fhould be from placing the
f]eal’c Dependance on the Sayings of any
Man, or the Suzgeftions and Cogitations of
our own Heasts? For eve 'y Imagination of the
Thoughts of Man’s Heart 1sonly Evil continyally.
‘Thez ctore, Thus [aith the Lord, Curfed be the
Mar, that “mateth Flefh bis Arm, And, Blefjed
i the Mas that trufleth in the Lord, ]er. XVil,
5> o .h L
‘ * B2 He

‘r

-ang—
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He goesonto make oneRe VE‘ﬁ-,Th‘lt hisAn
tagonift would do all in Charity, in Love, and it
MEE’cmﬁ That bis very Difputing ?}M [hen
that ke bas put on as the Eleft of God (w 1N irf
his Opinion there are, properly fpeaking, ne
{fuch Perfons) Barrrls of Mercies, Gentlenefs
- Lowg Sufferings. That even ccordin 7 40 tbc[
Times it pay be ﬁz:d “ Ste how thefe Chriftian
Love ore axother.

To which I Anfwer,

1. That if the Flames of Anger ¢
Hatred were kindled in my Breaft by an
thing, he has uttered, his Admonitions t -
Love, and Meeknefs, [ am apt to think, woul .
be but of very little Service in helping me t; ;
quench them, however they might induc .
 me to hide them from the World. Fo j
the Paffions of Corrupt Nature are not to b ;
worded into Calmnefs at Pleafure, and mad J
obedient by a little fober Advice. B

2, But I can folemnly proteft to him ('
that will give him any Satisfaltion) that!-
have not any the leaft Anger, or l-will to bt ;
Perfon; he being equally indifferent to m.
with any other Unbeliever, whole Face!’
have never feen. And I am o far fror;
quarrelling with him for Declaring his Prin
ciples, that I like h1m the better forit. Anj:
¥ thould be glad, if thofe, who have receivy

{ome Knowledge of God, and call themfelve; s
Preachi:
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' iPreachers of the Gofpel, had Courage enough

itodeal {o honeftly, as plamly to Speak, what
jthey really Believe; and not uf€e Softening

Terms, and Equivocal Phrafes, for fear of

loling their Blteem with their Optﬂent Ag-
ditors, and being forced to quit the bewitch-
:ing Charms of an Ealy, Idle Life, . But-,-._As

I 1 ave no Hatred to himasa Man; {0 I cona
fefs I have no Love to him as a Chllf’tl’m.‘

For Brotherly Love, and Gofpel-Charity is
i1 me confined to thofe only, whom I eftcem

:Believers.  Conlequently I can have none for

1Hrm out of whofe own Mouth I can ga-

ither nothing to perfwade me he is a. Chrif-

a lan, but much to mdoce me to udge him
fas vet quice the Contrary.

The Text, I:c has made choice of to pre-
fix to his Sermon, is taken from the viith

?Chﬂpter of the I\?Omﬂh.ﬁ', where the Apoltle

m his Epftle to all, that were in Rome, Be-
lsved of God, called to be Saints, 1s Bwidmrf 1p
them, and all Believers of All Agcq to whom
the Lord fhould make lns Writing fervice-
able, in their moft Holy Fa‘;tb, by {etting Be-
fore them the Immutability of God’s Love to
them m his Son;, telling them, that all Thisgs
(nothing at all e*-;ce]gteﬂ, neither Perfecuti-
ons, from the World without, nor Sin and
Rebellion from their own wicked Hearts

within) thall woik tosether for G ood, Towhom ’
B 3 To
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To thein tha; Love God. And whio are they
Why thofe, who are the Called according to his
Purpofe.  Who are Forckrowr, Predeftinated,

Called, Fuftified, and Glorified ‘u:c()n:linrtr to the|

EfermlFurpo[é ofGod himfElf, Then joming
himfelf wich the Roman Saints, and all the

Blett of God, he is tranrported with Divine
BEcftacy, in this Glorious Vicw of the Ever-
Easting Love of God to all the chofen Mem-;
bers of his Son’s Bodv, in Chrift their Head.!
He s 2z it were loft in Wonder and Aftonifh-
mznt. He cries out, 1What fhall we thes fay tothe/c
Things? (\What can be faid to Things {o far,

thf"?'t:?r'*ﬂd Ezpreffion, above Conception, and

o direltly contrary to Senfe, and Reafor: )

¥ *God be for US, who can be agamft US|

And that he is for us, he has given the moft]
*ﬂdemablc Proof, m tlmt he hath fent hisl
wa Dear Son, to Purchafe us to himfelf at)

210 lefs a Price, than his ovin Precious Blood:

Conﬁqllfntl' he will affurealy beftow on ws fl
ai other Bleffings, and Prl vijeses, that con

any Ways conduce to our Real Good both
here, and heveafter. He tist [pared ot his
_om;z Son, byt Délsvered bun up for US ALL,
Low [ball ke not with him ﬂfﬁ) freely give s ﬂﬂ
Things? Upon this Text the Authorof the

——

. el a1 W mem nn s L

1
- >

bermou has endeavoured to bul d his Doc-?

cring of Urser/al Redemption.
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. FHe begws by 1:ellln§:J us n a confufed man-
ner of the Freenefs of God’s Love, or Grace.
T hat it is Free in All and for All. I:f al, that
it docs vot deperd o ary Power 131 Man. When
the Power of Recerving, or Retufing this Free
‘Grace, whatever 1t 15, 18 Iodﬂ'Cd n Man
:2lone, according o0 hh \orlonq (f he has
0y acal’ about 1t.) But, Ji dees :’Ofdipﬁf'd he
{ays, wbox tue Good He om: cr Righteoufuefs, or
ft;dmwws o Good Tfmpm of the Receswer.
Which 13 iuch Contufed and Bewelly Traih,.
‘that it Deferves no ferious Anfwer,
- Butitis free for Al And yee Many, who
are loved-with this Free Love of God, {hall,
“in hig own Opinion, be never the better for
it 5 but Perith wich 1t Bverlaltingly.  For
lic has no where faid, that he Believes, all
Men thall be faved; but feems to ﬂmnt In
cveral Parts of his Sermaon, that many {hall
fll dhort of Heaven, tho loved by God,
with this Free Love, or Grace, he 1S io
much Exalting,

But we muft excufe this Precipicancy in
hiro, in not Ictting us know his Meaning
concemmrr this Free Grace of f his, and the Ob-
jelts of lt Becaufe he s n a great Hurry
to rufh farionfly into the Battle, and Flght
with God’s Decree of E]e&lon {0 has.no
Time to fpare for other Mattms* but falls
apruptly from Exalting Free Grace in afew

loofe,
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loofe, dark Hints, to Debafing Predeitine-
tion with all his Might and Mam. As 4t
caring, whether, or no, we can fee what he
does Beheve o he can but let us know,
what he does not.  As if he had fuid, TaLe
Free Grace in any Senfe you can. But be

fure, you take the Utmoft Care not to Be-
lieve Predeftination. For if you donot De-

licve that, ’tis no matter, whether you Be-
lieve any thing elfe, or no.

che thus Entered the Lifts, he immedi-
ately begins the Combat, with the Doctrine,
he is {o eager to Encounter. Stating it etk
according to its Utmoft Strictnels, and Ri-
aour: And then expofing the Weaknefs of
thoie who have gone about to make it ap-
pear lefs horrible to Reafon, by ufing more
{oftening, and pallating E*{preﬁions, fsrcmsf '
them by Dint of Argument, to own, that
they mean no more, nor lefs, than Predeﬁi-
nation; cccordmﬁtotheﬁlﬁSCheme i which
hehas ftated it. Thus he Tlmmphs over the
Wezknefs of fome Notional, dand Shallow
Frofeffors, (who indeed have given him room
{0 to do) Heltoring, and Vapouring, as hav-
ing wrefled their Weapons out of thei
Hands, 2nd laid them flat, and Defencelefs
on their Backs. And all thlS only by asking
a few pert Queltions,

But
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" But hold. Vaunt not too foon. Be not
{0 hafty to boaft of that Vitory, whichyou
are likely never to.obtain. But fince you
Care 0 good at asking Queftions, lct us fec
~alfo, how Bxpert you are in an{wering {tch,
as fhall be-asked of your felf.  And then if
you can give a pertinent, and fausfattory
‘Reply tq all, that fhall be put to you con-
 cerning the Doltrine, you fo hotly oppofe,
1 will at once give up the Caufe, ceafe to
- Contend for :the Faith, which was once delivered
| unto the Sairts, and not utter one Word more
i againft your Dottrine of Univerfal Redemp-
tion,  But if you your felf are nonpluft at
* the Queftions, 11hall ask you, and cannot
. anfwer them confiftently, and fatisfatorily
to your {elf or Others, yon muit be forced
~ to own, that you have yet no room for
- Boafting, not having advanced one Step fur-
ther i Knowledge: but being at beft but
- upon a Level fhll with a Poor, Ignorant, De-
- luded Predeftinarian. For even in Philofo-
- phical Controverfies, where the Things Dif-
puted are Natural, and feem more fuited to
the Humane Underftanding, a Man of Senfe
does not go about to convince, much lefs to
Convert his Antagonift by Noife and Out.-
cry, but by Reafon; not by Calumniatmg
and Vilifying his Adverfary’s Caufe, but by
proving and vindicating his own. In {horr,
No¢
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not by {tarting Objeétions, which is eafy;|
but by Anlwering them (w hich 1s far mort|
difticult) when ftarted,
Can you t.en make i1t confit with you
Natural Notions of Juftice and Mercy, that|
many even in this Life are left to groan be. )

ieath almoft inlupportable Loads of Pain, )
Mifery, and Troublz; while others ethaps

more Notorious Offenders in the S]ght of
Men, and Groffer Violators of the Laws of!
Juftice and Equity, fuch as Mercilels Tyran. |
nical Governours, Gripmg Extortioners, and
Cruel Majters, | live a Life far more
Exempt from Pain and Lofs, than thole Poot |
Wretches, who fuffer by therr Barbarity, |
Oppreflion, and Cruelty, and perhaps En- |
dure Pain, Sicknels, Poverty, and a Number. §
lefs Train of orher Evils: And that too not |
for a {mall time; but fome, thc Greate(t |
Part of their Daysy Others all their Life
long? Or can you account for In‘ants bring-
ing with them into the World a Complica-
tion of Diftempers, gotten from the Conta- |
gion of their Parents Difeafc, oftentimes the }§
immediate Confequents of Luft and Debau- |
chery, and{o {ufrerm for the Swms of their
Pronem:.or and pumfhed for Vices not their
‘own? Thmaa too Evident to be Denied,
tho’ never to be Reconciled ¢o our Natural ,_
Notions of Juftice and Mercy. But you {w:’l .
vy
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ﬁy, perhaps, the Time is fhortly coming,
when their Sorrcws will End.  But ccrrnnly

FtO them the Time 15 long. And it cannot

be denied, but that it wou'd be more agree-
sble to our Conceptions ot Mercy, and Good-

;nefﬂ that even this Short time fhould be
‘Clear from thele Pamnsand Miferies,  Again,.

What Recompence for all their Sufferings

ﬂ1all the Brute Creatures ever Receive? Some

of which by the Cruelty ot Man, undergo as
moch Mifcry as they are Cdqu]e of bearing :
and fometimes fink Under the Preffure? If
you fay, "Tis owing to the Wickednels ot
Man, 1 grant, it often is. But muft {till
temember; this makes not the Torment of
the poor Suffering Creature one Jot the lefs,
b lighter. Surely thefe things are difagree-
ible to our Natural Notions of Goodnefs and
Mercy. And yet we fee, So they are, and
tver have been. How then can any Man
Pzdume to fay, that the Doctrine of Predel-
nation cannot be True, only becaule it
Gilagrees with ouwr Reafon and Contradiéts
our Natural Concept:ons of Juftice and
Mercy?

- Again. Do you Believe, {ome Sinners
ﬁml] Persth Everlaftingly? If you do. Is it
ny ways Keconcilable to your own Ideas of
oftice 5 that a Creature for the Offences
ommitted in fo mall a time as the longelt
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Duration of Man’s Life Amounts to, Thould
Saffer the moft Acute Pains, and B:ttereﬁ Tor-
ments throughout all the Ages of an Endlefs
Eternity ? E{bemallv as it is ‘of the very Ef-
fence of Puonitive Juftice, to Proportion the
Penalty to the Crime, and not to let the
Punifhment Outweigh the Guilt
Once more. Do you Believe, that 1f God
Decreed not, he did at leaft Foreknow the
Damnation of Reprobates ¢ If you do.  Can
you form any ldea in" your Mind of any Ma.
terial -Difference between Foreknowledge,
and Preordmation? Was the Subject of the
Divine Prefciencea Meer Contingency ? (fup.
pofing, any thing could be 1mag1ned Con.
tingent?) . Was it Poffible, that what God
Foreknew fhould not come to pals? If he
certainly Foreknew, that Man would Ever-
laftingly Penifh by his own Default; Was it
not better (according to your own Notions
of Geodwefs) not to have created Man at all;
or to have forced him into Happimefs by an
irrefiftible Compulfion, than to have Truft.
ed him with the Government of himlelf;
when that Truft was fure to prove his Rum!
1f God hardened not Pharaoh’s Heart hiterally
If, I fay, He did 1t Splrltually, will that
pleale you better? Or did he it Permiffively!
(for that is the fofteft Expreflion 1t wil
bear:) If he did, Whatavails Strife abou
| Words!
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\Words? Does it not Amount o the Same?

For, | fuppofe, you think, he could have
hindered 1t, if it had fo pleafed him. But
not to hinder an Bvyil, 1t Able; what is this
but to Confent to it? And is not the Con-
fent of the Will Equivalent to the Operation
of the Hand? I appeal to your own Confci-

ence, whether, if we Defcend mto the Merits

of the Caufe, it does not according to your
own Apprehenfion, refle€t as much on the
Mercy of the Creator to fay, He Forcknew,
and yet Permitted the Eternal Ruin of hig
Creatures, when 1t wasin his Power to hinder
it; as to fay, He Decreed, they fhould be
for ever Miferable? Ifa Father was to {ee o
Difobedient Son running headiong into Ruin,
and Obftinately Purfuing his own Deftruce
tion 3 Suppofing all Admomitions and Re-
proofs to be loft upon him, Yet 1f he had it
in his Power to Save him, even againft his
Will ;3 Should we not Reckon him a very
Unnatural Parent, to {uffer his Child to Def-
troy himfelf, when he could have prevented
it; and that very eafily too, only by ufing a
little Reftraint ¢ 1 doubt not, but you your -
Self would readily Pronounce him an hard
hearted Father; and as Acceffary to the
Death of his Offspring, as if he had Murder-
ed him with his own Hands.

Thus you {ee, how much eafier it s to
| G Ask
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Ask than to Anfwer Queftions, And that
Unrver[al Redenption is as Liable to as many,
and equally infuperable Obje&tions as Predel.
tnation.  From whence we may gather how
Abfurd 1t 15, to attempt to Meafure the
Ways of God by the Standard of Humane
Reafon. And yet it is a Fault, of which all
Menkind are Guilty, So Natural is it for
Proud Duft and Afhes to Quarrel with its
Maker, decrying, and Vilifying, what it can-
not Comprehend, and Denyisg the Truths
of the Infinite God, only becaule they Suit
not with our Grofs and Foolith Conceptions.
ain Man would e Wile : tho’ Afan be Lorn 1ike
7 Wild Afles Colt.,

And now, after ail that has been hitherto
jard in the prefent Difpute; T readily own,
zhat 1€ 15 at beft but Carnal Reafoning 5 and
that a Man may Elpoule either fide of the
Queltion, and yet be an Unbeliever Still
gor though all Believers are Predeftinarians,
all Predeftinarians are not Believers, A meer
Notional Affent torthe Doflrine of Bleftion
13 0f no more Service to the Soul, than the
bare Ocular Sight of Meat 1s of Nourifhment
to the Body, For 1t is not he that Jikes Pre.
- defrination 18 a Chriftian, but he that lives 1,
It 1s therefore fit that, before | proceed to
Confider the Conlequences drawn by this
Author from the Doltrine in Difpute, 1 ﬂIOIl;ld

. ge

T |
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Declare, according to the Light of mine-own
Byoetience, what s the Faith of Election, that
s Bifzftaal to the Salvation of the Souly and
how it is wrought, and Confirm’din Believers
by the' Operation of the Spirit of God, -
But here it wll be Neceffury to Premife
That 1 would not be thowght to Confine the
Spiric to cne particular Method of Adting,
For God is not to be tied to Precedentss
Neither can we trace him in his Ways., For
his Way is in the Sea, and his Path ixf the Great
Waters, and his Foot Steps are siot kznown, Va-
rious are his Dealings towards his People 5
and different are the Meafures of his Grace:
communicated to them., Some are Babes 1.
Chrift; and fome are Strong Men. Some,
who through fear of Death were all their Life-
time (ubjec to Bondage, are comfortably En-
lightened in their laft Hours, and go off the
Stage of Life Trivmphant. Some are Cone
vected in thewr early Days; Receive {weet;
and Ravifhing Affurances of the Love of God
to their Souls; and then are left for a long
time to Grapp.¢ with Temptations, and Dif-
ficulties, Often Caft Down, yet never 1
Defpair, ever Doubting, yet ever Hope-
ing 5 fill Retaming alfirm Refolution ; how-
ever hardh, and fevere, . the Difpenfations of
God appear to them at Prefent, to Confide
n his Mercy, and Hope for his Free Salva-
C2 {10n 5
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tion; Often Crying out with Fob in the Midft
of their Dejeltions, and Bitternels of Soul:
Tho' be Slay me, tho’ he Damn me, yet will J
truft in him.  Others agam \Walk comtort-
ably with God a great while, Experiencing
frequent and repeated Teftimonies of hLis
Diftinguifhing Love; Living in the Sun-fhine
of his Favour; Daily Receiving frefh Difco.
veries of Light and Kuowledge from the Spi-
ric of Truth; and Enjoying Delightful Com-
munion with Chnit by Faith, Thefe are
commoenly Trained up and fiited for fome
Work allotted them by God. Either to
Vindicate the Gofpel, and Sufter for the
Truth, or to pafs thro’ fome fore Trial and
Temptation; or to fall into Grofs, Notorious
Sins, for the Glory of God, and the Con.-
firmation of their own, and Others Faith,
- And according to their Day, fo is their
Strength. Indeed 1t would be impoffible to
Count up the various Operations of the Spirit
of God on the Hearts of Believers. Which
Differ according to the Purpofes of Infinite
Wifdom, mn fuch a Manner, as moft Con-
- duceth to the Glory of God, and the Edifi-
cation of his Church. But then it is to be
- Remark’d, that this Difference 15 only m
Method, or Order, or Degree. For the In-
fluenzes of the Spirit are the fame in Kind m

all the Elett. And as Face Anfwers to Face

1
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in a-Glafs, {0 does the Heart of One Spiri-
tual Man to Another.: So that-the Experi.
ence of One Chriftian, is in fome Meafure
and Degree, the Experience of All,

To proceed then. The firft thing gene-
rally donc by the Spirit m the Converfion of
a Sinner, 15 to fhew him, that he 1s loft n
himfelf and muft die Eternally without the
Free Grace and Mercy of God in the Medi- - -
ator. The Man now hangs as it were bee
tween Heaven and Hell.  In his own Appre-
henfion there 15 but one Step- between him:
and Endlets Mifery. Thus s he Continu-
ally Diftrels’d, and Unfausfied, reaping no
Comfort from any thing he Reads or Hears ¢
till God fhall-shine in upan him by his Spi-
rit, Opening his Underftanding to Under-
ftand the Scriptures, or the Language of the:
Scripture {poken to him by fome other. Ex-
pevienced Chriftian; with whom 1t 15 his
Lot to be Converfant, He now begins to fee.
a Marvelous Light in the Sacred Writings,
unknown to him before by the Letter. Chrift
is Exhibited clearly in the Word ; and he is.
enabled to view him with Spintual Eyes, and
to Clofe in with him Savingly, laying hold
of the Promifes of God, by Faith in his Son,,
and with an Holy Boldnefs Appropriating
them to himielf, and feelng Raptures and
Trandports of mexpreflible Joy and Comfort.

Cs ‘Lhus:



( 30}

Thus Faith is kindled in the Soul, never'to H

be Extidgutthed, *till it is loft in Froition,
While it Acts, the Soul 1s i Heaveny the
World is defpifed ;, Sin is unheeded 5 the De-
vil is Defied : for God is with him ; and who
then-can be againt him? But this Light of
Revelation muft be clouded; and Faith moft
Combat with Difficulties and Dangers. For
without Oppofition it lies Unadtive ; and not
to be diftinguithed from a Falle, and Dead
Faith, The Believer has now a more A-
mazing Sight of his own Vilenels, and De-
formity, Sees, that every thing he thinks,
and alls, is Sin.  Yet Faith tells him, he fhall
notwithftanding be Saved, Anon his Cor-
tuptions grow more Prevalent s Temptations
to Infidelicy Aflault himg; his Ludts and Vi-
‘czs become Predominant, and he falls mnto
Sins-as Grofs and as Frequent as before;

and perhaps more now than ever.  Yet God

in the very midft of his Rebellions, or im-
mediztely after his Afts of Iniquity, breaks
“in upon his Soul with new Dilcoverics of his
Unchangeable Love to him in his Son. This
arcatly Strengthens his Faith, and plamly
jhews him, that as nothing could Move
God at firfk to place his Love upon him; fo
'~ nothinz can proveke him to take 1t from
h'm. Nay, the Viler he is, he finds the
Lovd the More Kind and Meraiful to him;

- And

_‘a"—-‘-’-‘
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And where Sin abounds, - Grace to him does
Superabound. And his Iniquities are no
Hinderers, but Helpers of his Faith, By
this he Learns, that the Love of God 1s like
himfelf, the fame Yefterdiy, to Day and tor
ever. That it was given him in Chrift be-
fore the Foundation of the World, Hc
now knows the Doltrine of Blcltion to be
True; becauie he knows himfelf Eleéted in
his Head Chrift Jefus. He fecls himfe]f
United to him by Faith; made 2 Mcmber
of his Body, of his Flefh, and of his Bone.
And Here I fix my Foot, O this 1 join Jfluc
with eweryA};nzmaw I fee, 1 know, I feel by
Faith, I am One with (Jhrl’r h he can
Perith, I fhall Perith wich him. If he is Lov-
ed with an Everlafting Love, Tam Part of his
Body, and am beloved with the fame Love,
[f he was:Chofen by God, before the World
began, I was Chofen with him, and in him.
Upon this Foundation; to wit, my Union
with Chrift, 1 Build my Belief of Eleéting
Grace. And I am fure it will Stand to All
Eternity. Neither the Peifecutions of the
World, nor the Outcry of Infidels, nor the
Temptatlons of the Devil, nor mine own
Sws and Tranfgreffions, be they ever {o
Grofs, and ever fo often Repeated, fhall be
able to overthrow this my Houle: becaufe
it is founded on a'Rock; even that Rock of

A ges,



(132)

Ages, Chrift Jefus. I know, and feel the
Difference between my Prefent State, and
my Former, and confequently betwcea my
{elf, and the Unregenerate World, 1 am
Chofen And they are lefc. Butifanyask
me what will become of the Unbelieving
Multitude? [ Anfwer, I am not the Lord’s
Counfellor, Nor do I defire to pry into
things, that do not concern me. 1 am, at
times, enabled to reft ftisfied in God’s Good
PIE?ﬁu’e and let him do, what he will, wich
his Creatures.  The Judge of All the Barth _
will do Right, what he fees to be Right; and
nc: what Men think fo to be. He Delight-
eth in his own Glory. And (blefied be h's |
Name) I can fomstimes delight in it alfo, |
Therefore Ask not me, but Search the Scrip- ‘
tures; and they will: fell you, that He that
Believeth, and is Baptized, fhalkbe Saved; bt
be that Believeth not, [hall be szngned M'uk
xvi, 16. What that Damnatioh is, either as
to its Nature or Duration, 1 am not able to
fay. The Scriptures ufe the Terms of Oster
Darkiefs, Ere and Brimftore, and {uch other |
Terrible Metaphors: And f{ay, it fhall En-
dure for Ever and Ever. Thus-the Bible fets
it forth. And here I leave 1t, being faved
from it by Predeftinating, Diftinguifhing,
Eleting, Uniting, Love and Mercy. Andto
the Judgment of God I Refer the-Cavilling, |
Une-
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rUnI:~elii,if:\ring,1r Reprobates to try the Sad Ex-

Having thus very bricfly Declared, what

s the Byperimental Faith of God’s Eleét, 1
pow-- proceed . to Aniwer the Objections
brought againft this Glorizus Dotlrinz by
the Arminian Author, with whom 1 am at
prefent engaged.

And furft, Says the Objector, If this be fo,
then is ail Preashing vain, To which I An-
{wer. -

1. If the End of Preaching be the Con-
verflon of Souls; Moft of the Preaching
now vied m the World is Vain indeed.  His
own Preachmg, with that of the reft of
his Brethren; is DofFrine of Devils. And, I
Believe, 1f One were to ask All the Preachers
of all Perfivafions in England, Who bid them
Speak 1 the Name of the Lord: Very few,
if any One, of them could Vindicate theiwr
Affumed Authority, or Prove their Miffion.
The far Greateft Part of them, I am per-
fwaded, know nothing of *Chrift, but by
Name only. And thofe Few, who are Be-
lievers amongft them, Preach themfelves
more than Choit Jefus; Andare not Honeft
enough to Utter, what they know to be the
Truth; but Clip the Language for fear. of
Perfecution : And are more zealous of being
call’d, Rabbi, Rabbi, and of Cramming their

Bcl-
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- Bellies, and hoarding vp filthy Luere, than
of Publifivng abroad the Glad Thdings of
Eres Salvation to Elelted Simvers,  But this
Zzalous Piieft, I {uppofe, thinks, his Preach.
ing 18 of great Ule to the People, and there.
fore 1s fo Affiduous In Preaching about in
Ficlds, and other Publick Places.  In which
indeed he 2ds confiftent with himfelf, and to
the Shame of his Indolent Brethren: who
batten in Eefe, and wallow in Luxury;
treubling themfclves, or others with Religi-
on no oitner (and for the moft part not fo
often) than the Laws and Rules of therr
Spiritual Polity oblige them to i, And
though they pretend to be our Guides to
thew us' the Way to Heaven; yet if they
were not {o Extravagantly paid for then
Prating, we fhould foon be left to frumble
in the Dark, and go to Hell in our Ignorance
for any thing they would do to prevent it,
if we were foolifh enough to think them able.
For the beft of them all of every Denomi-
nation, keep as it were a Divinity Shop,
where they Vend their Religious Wares to
their Cuftomers at a certain Price, felling
them fo many Prayers, and Sermons a Week,
for {0 many Pounds and Shillings per Amu.
" But the Truthis, the Preachers of Free-
Will and Univerfal Redemption may very
well refrain from Teaching, becanic they

have
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| have no::hmg to Teach. For Men are

: made Arminians ready to their Hands. They

 may fit ftill, as they do, 1n Eafe and Indo-
! lence, and fee their Caufe go fwimmingly on,
- Pew 0ppoﬁ=: their Doétrine.  None Perfecute
tit.  Bvery Natural Man likes it. It grows

' up with them from their Cradles by Nature
*only without the Help of Preachers, And
', they Suck it in as it were with their Milk.
- The Doétrine of Elettion mndeed, tho’ ever
fo weakly Afferted, and faintly delcawd
. meets with Oppoﬁtlon from the Learned and
{ Unlearned; from the Wife, and from the
 Foolith. Every One has Wit cnough, he
thinks, to Cry down, and Ridicule that, tho’
 he is hardlv endowed with Common Seafe.
| All are Wife enotgh to Condemn what
they do not Underftand. And to think
that beneath the Loweft, w‘vch 1S Inﬁmtely
lugher than the Higheft of them All,

. But furely All Preaching is not Vain,
bccau{e Predeftination is True. ForasGod
hach Decreed Salvation for the Ele&, So he
has alfo Ordained Preaching as a Means to

 Convert thofe, to v hom the Preacher is
i Sert, Thus God bid the Primitive Apoftles,
'and Teachers to fpeak to fuch a Man, or go
to fuch a Place, or continue long in fuch a
City, becaufe he hfld Ordain'd their Preach-

rmﬂr to bring about the Converfion of that
} Man,

I
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Man, or of thoie particular Perfonsin thcxe
Plccu who were from all Etemity Predet

tm'zted to Glory, tho’ as yer Unknown to
the Preacher., And his Infiniie \Wifdom
thought fit to Ule them as Inftruments
h's own Hand, to bring to pals his own
Purpcle.

3. But even the Preaching of this Author,
and other falle Preacliers of all Denomiinati-
ons s not Van. FHor that with all other In.
quity fhallbe Over-iuled, and Made fubfer-
vient to the llloftraticn of the Almighty’s
Glory 5 1n the Day, when the Vel fhall e
pull’d off frem Holy Knavery and Pricfteralt;
and the Secrets of all Hearts fhall be Difclol.
ed; and Ged fhall Confirm, what he fpake
of Old by his Prophet jerf“mmb I have nt
Sert thefe Prophetsy yet they Ran. 1 have ot
Spokes 1o mm, )cf they Prophefred.  Jerem,
XKL, 21,

The next Octjeétion brought by Mr. Wefly
againft this Doltring, i, That it tends 10
Deftroy all Helix fﬁ All Hope of Futuire Re-
ward, are Fear of Punifbment,  Hope of Hea-

¢y, and Fear Of Aell, To which I readtly
make this Reply. That it Really does So
it Effetually cuts off all Hope of Rewqrd te
Thofe, who are Working for Life Unde:
Terms of Acceptace.  And all Fear of Punifh

ment to Thofe, who by Faith are Enabler
ty
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to Apply the Exceeding Grea: and- Precious
Prowsifes given to Believers under Grace in
the Gofpel. - It vtterly Damns all zealous
\Work-mongers: Who are for patching np a
Filthy Garment out of the. Nafty Rags of
Legal Holinefs, and joining.it (if 1t were
offible) to the Pure and Spotlefs Robe of the
Mediator’s Righteoufnels, frcely given to.all

 the Eleft; for whom it was prepared beforg
 the Foundation of the World.

As to his faying If a Sick Man kwows he

| (hall unavoidably Die, or unavoidably Recovery
ktho” he know wot woich, it 15 mob Reafonable for
Lim to take Phyfick. 1t i1s a very weak and
{trifling Objetion. But becaufe- it is very:
| commonly made, I fhall briefly declare mine
L own Thoughts concerning it. I think them

every Man that hath but what is call'd a

i Common Stock of Underftanding, knows,
Awhen lie 1s Sick, he thall either Unavoidably
IDie, or Unawoidably Recover. For one of
fthem muft Uugwvordably happen. But he
takes Phyfick in hopes, that it will prove a
i Means for his Recovery. And this even z
{ True Predeftinarian himfelf may do confiftent
ywith his own Principles: But with this Dif-
Hference,  Whereas the drminian takes it at &
| Hazard, and makes his Phyfician his God =
 the Other muft be fully perfwaded, that thofe
ire the right Means appointed by God for

D his
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his Recovery, otherwife he a&s in dired
Contradittion to his Profeffion; as ali thyo
Natural Weaknefs and Infidelity often (.
And indeed firiltly Speaking, nothing de-
ferves the Name and Appellaiion of . ’!f@r’*;f
that does not infallibly produce the End, t
which it 1s Ufed. For if I dri nl\ A leiml
Potion, when Sick, in hopes of a Recoy ery,
and nevercheles do not Recover, the Phy-
fick cannot be called the Means of Preferc-
ng Lifeto Me. But if it contributed (as
very probably it did) to Effelt my Predeter-
mined End, it was to me the certiin Mearns
of Death. And I doubt not, but a very
great Part of the Phyfick taken in the
World, may jultly {o be callgd. But to
proceed

It direcHly tends, {ays our Author, to Deﬁmy
feveral particular Brawches of o zrc/} Such
meﬁﬂ&ra/} Love of our Exemics, of the Ewil
and Unthankful, &'c. Buat farely it cannot De-
i’troy what has no Bemg. Foris there any
'ﬁlch thing in Nature, as the Love of Ene.
mics, Bleffing from the Ground of the
Heart (for I grant Lip-Bleflings are frequent,
enough) thofe, who curfe Us: ? For my Part,
I;reerAcknowchge I find no fuch Lhmg
i my Nature, but rather quite the Con-
£rary. Inftead of Loving thofe, who hate

me, 1 am jnclined to Hate them with equal
Hatred.
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i Hatred. And fo far am 1 from Bleﬂing
rhole that Curfe me, that 1 am more ready
to give them [wo ("m{es for theirone,  This
ss my Nature, \Vhoever has a Better, let
- Jim Declare it. But you will fay, Chnft
i Commands it Trae.  Butinftead of Obey-
g, I mortally Eate this, and all other the
Comm nds of Chrit, becaufe they are whol-
ly bomran,r to my Luf’cs and CorluPthU&
E ¢ But ’tis wrought in the Soul by the Spuis
¢ of God.” ltrisfo. Butthenitisonly
tho[%, who are Enducd wich th: Spirit.  And.
they arc, onty fuch as ave the Called according
0 bis szrpc:fé who {ee by Faith their Bleti-
on in Chrift, before the World began. 1€
thel'e indeed (as it often proves) have any
thmal Enmity or Hatred to cach other, it
#15, at timcs, ancly (ubdued by the - Mlghty
' Operation of the Spirit of Love 5 and quite
lbamﬂled and loft, when they can fee thew
‘Communion, and Fellowthip 1 their Myfti-
cal Head; and are enabled to keep the Unity
of the Sp mt in the Bond of Peace. lf one of-
thofe, thm the Weakunefs ot his Love/and the
Prevalency of his Cormptlons, Vents hisg -
Malice in Bitter Reproaches, or Hard Say-
ngs again{t another : if the Offcnded is fully
periwaded, that the Offender 15 a Brother,
¢ 15 fometimes made Able,. and Willing, not
only Heertily to Forgive him, but alio Affec-
D2 tions
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tionately to Leve him, earneftly defiring his
Everlafting Welfare: ‘and withing that God
would Bfefs bhim with all Spir ital Bleffivgs i
Heavenlies 11 Chrift Fefus. Thus Our Lord
Pray’d for his Crucifiers, many of whom
were -his Dear Brethren; 'the Adopted Sons
of his and theirFather; the Elelted People
of his and their God.  Thus Stephen  too
Pray’d for his Murderers; thole Amongft
them, whom by Faith he knew, were to be
Converted, and brought into the Church :
One-of which wasthe Great Apoftle of the .
(Gentiles; who was then Confenting unto his
.fo,'m, and kept the Rasment of thew that Skew
bim. ~This is what 1 apprehend by thofe
Commands 'of Chrift and his Apoities. If
thereas s any other Meaning n them (asthere
may, -for-ought 1 know to the Contrery)
I freely own, 1t is not as yet difcovered to |
Me. Nor dol Experience any other Sort of
Love-to ‘Enemies, than ‘that Already men-
tioned. ‘But that the Doltrine of Predefti-
nation teads to infpire or increafe Sharpuefs or
Eagernefs of Temper in thofe, who -hold
1t, when they are Oppofed, is a Noto-
rious ‘Fallhood. For as Shalpnefs or
- Eagemefs .of Temper is a Natural Corrup-
tion, equally -Common to the Afferters of
FreedVill with thof of Election : So a Genu-

e Predeftinarian (for 1 trouble not my felf
2bovt
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about the Baftard Brood of Notional Pro-
feffors) has the leaft Plea to Vindicate this
Corruption; and the ftrongeft Motive to in-
cline him to Stifle, and Subdue 1t, as much as
he can.  For if | ﬁrmly Believe, and clearly
Bxperience, that the Difference made be-
tween Creatures exaltly Alike in Nature, 18
wholly owing to the Will of the Great Crea~
tor 5 1 cannot (at leaft while this Perfivafion
15 warm on my Mind) indulge my felf in
Anger, or Hatred towards my Fellow Crea-
ture. or his not {eemng with ' my Eyes. Be-
caufe fo domg I deny mine own Principle,
that God has given me that Knowledge
which he has thought fit to withold from the
Other,  Coniequently Thankfulnefs to God
flows from this Belief: And not Anger to-
wards him, who is not, as yer, Bleft with
fuch an Ineftimable lelegc,, tho’, for any
thing I know, may be one of thofé, for
whom the Blefling 1s kept m Store by God in
Chrift from all Bternity. I thort, 1, who
am a Rank Predeftinarian, defy this Author,
with all his Univerful Love and Charity, to
read this mine Anfwer to his Sermon with
jcfs Stirrmps of Aunger, or Malice towards
me, than I now feel towards h:rm, wholc

Notions of Religion I abhor, and Deteft.
‘““ Butthrdly “01s an Uncomfortable Doc-
trine,”  Indeed 01t 15, to thole who cannot
D3 fee
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{ee their Intereft in it: but Marveloufly
Sweet and Comfortable to All, who by Grace
are made Partakers ofit.  And for the Un-
comfortablenefs, that Accruesto Others from
it. You muft Blame the Scriptures, I think,
for Setting forth {uch a Dottrine, as tends
to Deftroy their Peace and Comfort. For
even you, who judge it to be Faile, cannot
but own, that it 1s exprefsly Afferted 1 the
Letter of the Word. And fo by your Own
Conieflion the Scripture has laid Traps and
Snares to Catch Men s this Uncomfortable
Doftrine; and Tempt them to Believe this
Unpleafant Lie.

~ And is not Your Doftrine Uncomfortable
alfo ? ‘and that not to Some, but to All? For
thus muft the Univerfalit Commune with
him felf. “ I am Taught, that Eternal
¢ Happinefs is in my Power. And that m
¢ Qrder to Obtain it I muft be Smcere and
¢ Holy. How can [ tell, when ] am Si-
¢« cere and Holy to fuch a Degree” (fuppot-
inz him to be in his Natural State, confe-
quently blind enough to think him {elf Holy
at all) ¢ as God will Accept? Forif 1 come
¢ not up to the Terms and Conditions Re-
¢ quired, but fall fhort in One Degree, |
¢ may be Damn’d even for that. [ know
¢“ not what Meafure of Sincerity, and Hol'-
© n2fs” (as you cali 1t) ¢ wil ferve my
- - - S Tun,
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“ Tarn. 1f it-muft' be Univerfal Obedi-
“ ence, furely there is no -fuch Thing.”
(For [ cannot Believe, any Free-Will-Pro-
feffor is {o mexPreﬁ‘bly ftupid, asto think,
he has no Sin at all) * Butif'it may come
‘“ thort of Univerfality, and yet be Accept-
““ ed; | knownot,how higha Pitch it muft
“ arrive at, to Stamp it Sterling. I am
“ therefore much afraid, that this Faith
‘““ and Holinefs, I muft be poflelsd of will
* Fail, at lealtof one Degree of bemng Et-
‘“ feftual. Or it | may bave + fufficient
“ Quantity now; per]mpb [ {hall lofe it again,
“ before I die, having no Eternal Decree of
““ God for its Foundauon; and feemng my
““ felf a Changeable Creature,” This is the
Natural Language of the Mamtamers of, and
Dependants upon this Comfortable Doctrine
of Univerlal Redemprion.  Whofe Ways, {ays
Mr. Wefey, are Ways' of Pleaantuefs, and all
kcr Paths Peace.

And now we are goimngto be put to the
Tral, and asked, what our Happinels is,
"Tis not he Hopes (if:you can believe he
hopes {o) a Aution, aSpeculative Belief, a baye
Opinion of dny Kind : But @ fecling Pofleffion of
God 11 our Hearts wrought 14U by the Holy

Ghoft. It 1t be fo, How comes 1t to pafs
that this Work of the I-Toly Ghoft 1n Us,
13 {0 contrary to what 1t 1s in-him and his

FoL.
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lowers? 1 muft Confefs, thatI have no Ex-
perience of a Faith Enabling me to Depend
on Chnft for the Forgwenefé of paft Sins,
and not at the fame time taking in the Ry-
ture alfo. Nor do I believe, that ever {uch
a Faith was wrought m any Soul by the
Holy Ghoft. It feemsto me to be a very
Lame, and Maim’d Kind of Faith: And
fuch asis fo far from Supporting the Crea-
ture, that 1t Needs to be Supported, and Ex-
pells it too, by the Creature 1tfelf. For if
[ can lofe or keep 1t, as I pleafe, It Relieson
me, and not L on lt. Ifever I have Experi-
enced a Vital Att of Faith, (as] know to my
Comfort, I have,) it was fuch a Faich, a
gave me full Confidence and Affurance of the
Iiercy and Love of God from a Spiitual
View of My Eternal Union with him in his
Son, without any Poflibility of ever hemg
Separated from Him. Becaufe as he is One
with his Father, {o are Believers with Him.
And this Confidence lrrefiftibly prevails a-
ca.m”c all Oppofition of the Carnal Mind.
Biit for a Man to talk of Obftructing the Wit-

wefs of the Spirit, 1s to betray his own Lgno-
rance of the Matter. For all the A&ings of
God upon the Soul are like him{elf Free, and
Omnipotent. And it 15 as impolflible for
Fleth and Blood to Obftruét or Hinder them,
as it is for the Prince of Darknefs to Sc.:;}'le

the
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the Walls of Heaven; and to Depofe the
Fremal God from his Throne of Sovergign-
ty and Ab{late Dominlon.  But tho’ every
Uniting At of Faith carvies n it thisInfallible
Conﬁdence of Sulvation, confequently Ex-
cludes &l Fear of Fd”]l‘lg away, and by its
S:aling Teftimony Affures the Soul of Final
Perfeverance.  Yet when the Bxtraordinary
Influences of this Revelation are withdrawn,
Fears -and Doubts arifle m the Soul: and
Faith, which when -once wrought by -the
Mighty Powcr ofGod, is never Totally loft,
1s left to fight with’ [uf Jelity, -and to En-
counter Mifpiving Feare, and jea loufies, and
to Maintamn “the ‘Field aoainft -all Oppeﬁtxon
of Doubt, and “Unbelief; ‘being often in
feeming Danger, yet alway’ [nvincible and
Safe. Thusisthe Life of a Chriftian a Con-
tinnal War between Flefh and -Spirit, Faith
and Infidelity. Butto.talk of Unmtmrupted
Aflurance without the leaft Doubting or -Un-
belif for many Years together (as-Our Au-
thor pretends) is-one-of-the moft Monftrous
Notions in Religion, 'that ever [ heard 1 all
my ‘Lite; and-an Bvident Sign (if we can yet
{tand in Need of any more Signs) that Men,
who thus Prate, never n-all their Days had
any Experience of the leaft Degree of True,
Juftifying, Unitmg Faith. For Faith with-
out a Contrary Principle.of Flcfh to Encoun-
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ter with, 1s; 1 my Experience, no Faith at
All; it being onc o7 the Effential Propertics
ot Juftitying Faith, I Hepe to Belicve agaiift
Hose. |

Agam it is very Uncomfortable tha: T hosfaids
aid Mliions of Men withost any preceding O/
fzrice (For that, youmaft know, would much
mend the Matter, and -make it more Com-
fortable) were Uncbangeably Doow’d to Ever-
lafting Burzings. 1 own, it is Uncomfort-
able. And fo are all the Ways of God to
Flefh and Blood. Butto whom? Why pe-
culiarly to thofe, who being filled with Bowcls of
Merey, Terderzels and Compafion, could even
wifh themfelues Ascur(ed for their Brethren’s Sake.
And who are thefe Merciful, Compafionate
Men? Is Mr. Wefley one of them? Could he
wifh him felf Accurft formy Sake; whoam his
Brother according to his own Notions of Fra-
ternity ? It hecould. I grant, ’tis more than 1
could do for Him, or any other Man on Earth.
Butifhe couldnot,(as, if he were {o mgenuous
as to confefs the Truth, he muft own) then 1t
is impertinent for him to quote a Scripture,
which himfzlf allows, he has no Knowledge
of, ¢ But Pazl did fo fay.”. True. He
did. But by what Spirit, I won’t Anfwer.
Let Par] fpeak for himfeif; who often talk’d,
ond wrote, and ated too as weak and Carnal

as other Men; and perhaps this was one of
his
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his Carnal Expreflions: But as it never was

i Revealed to me, 1 fhall pronounce nothmng

Ay kil ol s e d Vet T AR, il
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Dogmatically concerning 1t: for 1 profefs to
know no Scripture, but by Revelation, _

Fourthly,  This Uncomfortable Dodtrine tends
to Deftroy our Zeal for Good Works.  And here
I will lay hold on the prefent Opportunity,

2nd Employ it in Declaring to {uch, as the

Lord thall give Power to Receive them,
thofe Conceptions, and Ideas of Gosd-Works,

" which have been Communicated to mine

Underftanding by the Revelation of God’s
Holy Spirit, in Reading his Written Word.
Good Works then, Spiritually Good are all fuch,
as are done n Faith, with a Smgle Eye to
the Glory of God in the Mediator, Moft
of the Good Werks truly {0 called, Inftanced,
and Related m the Scriptures were Immoral -
done 1 Dirett Violation of the Moral Law.
Such was Abrabam’s Murder of his Son, The
Ifraelites Borrowing Jewels, and Gold of the
Egyptians, never defigning to Repay' them.
Rabab’s Lies and Treachery in Concealing
the Spies. (which with the forementioned of
Abrabam, are the only two Works Inftanced
by the Apoftle James) Elijal’s firft Mocking,
and then Slaying the Prophets of Baal.  Eli-
{ha’s Gauling Forty-two little Children to be
torn n Pieces by She Bears for Childifhly
Sporting, and Mocking him., With Num.

, - ber-
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oerlels Inftances in the Old Feftament; And
in the New Teftament we fhall find lome as
lictle Agreeable to the Common Notions of
Univerfal Benevolence as the other,. Foreven
the Healing the Sick, and Curingthe Blind and
Ldme, done by Chrift and his'Apoftles, tho’
- Naturally-Good to all, to whom they were

do"ie yet ftrictly fpealtmg they “were ‘but.
Partial. Some, and not all the Difeafed were
Healed. And "of thofe {ome,~ Great " Part
were cither Behievers them,.ehres or the Re-
lations, and Friends of thole, who ware fo.
The Nine.- Unbelieving prﬂrs feem to have
been Heald for the Faith of the ‘Poor Be-
t eving Sainaritar.  One Imipofent Man at
the Pool-of Bet} efda was Cured; whén- the
Great Multitude of Blind, Halt, and Wither-
ed, (forany thing we Read to the Contrary).
were left to Groan undei their Infirmities
ftill; end to wa't -in the "Porches for the
troubling of the Waters, My Magdaleve's.
Brea mer the Box of Ointment, and Profofe-
ly throwing it on Jefus’s Feet was, ftrictly.
feaking, little better than’ Exmvfzgance.
For had it Really been fold for more than
Thiee Hundted Pence, and. gwen to the
Poor, as Fudes falfly pretended he would
h%mt it would have beenmuch more Agree-
sble t6 Gar Natural Notions of Clmmy and

Alms-giving, But it wds done out of Love
- . to
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" to Chiift ; and therefore it was a Good Work:
| And the Reading this Paffage was'the Means
i made Ufe of by God to give me an Infight
;i into this-Myftery. So again when the Pri-
mitive. Believers fold their Pofleffions, and
{-laid the Money at the Apofties Feet; it was
{.but a Narrow-Spirited Charity, if tried by -
i the Common Conceptions of Univerfal Ge- -
{ ncrofity, and Benevolence. For we do not
{ Read, that théy gave one Single Penny to
: any Poor Unbelievers: but kept it all in their
| own Cémimunity, and fhared it among them-
| felves. And yet for keeping "back part of

il o

u‘
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| the Price of an Bftate,. Peter ftruck Ananias
and his Wife dead upon the Spot., * Which-
was alfo a Good. Work. 1t would be tedious.
 to Multiply Particulars. But to what has
ibeen faid we may Add this one Remark,
| That the Pronouncing the Decifive Sentence
at the Laft ‘Day will be according to the
Tenour of the Foregoing Defcription of
Good IVGFICS. For asthe A&iOHS of the Sheepy
for which they are there Commended, are
'Works of Charity only.«to Chnft i his
Members. So the Goats are faid to be Con-
demned, not for Murther, Adultery, Theft;
and the like. But — [ 17 was an busgred,
fays the Judge, and ye gave [ MET no Meat.
L1 was thirfty, and ye gave [ MET %0 Drink,
&, Thﬁ}f had, o 'D_Ol.lbt, been {ervice.
| E | able
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able to each ether : and .Many of them, |
queftion not, had Altually Reliev’d fom:
poor- Members of Chiifts ‘Body. But not
having Paith to do it purely upon that Ac.
rount, becavfe theybelong’d to Him, and theres
fore to Prefer them to Others, who were not
Interefted in him, they were ]udﬂed Defti-
tute of Good Works: and bid to-Depart from
him mto Everlafting Bire prepared for the)
Devil and his Angels.  He that bath Ears t

Hear, let hin-pear,
- Thefe are the }J7orks, that are accounted!
Good m the Sight of God. But there are
other Ations of Morality, which have a
Relative Goodnefs in them: and are called|
Godd Works, from the Temporal Advantage,
that accrues from them to-thofe, who fhall]
Reap the Fruits of their Benefaltours Kind-
nels, and feel the Conmfortable Influences off
their Favour and Benevolence- And thefe}
are -Common to All the World : and ap-|
srov’d, and Pradtifed as much by Predeftina.§
rians, as Others. 1f 1 fee an Objelt of Com-]
paffion ftanding 10 Need of mine Affiftance, §
1 am inclined to Relieve him. Fuft. Be-§
caufe I know not, but he may be an Elelted |
Member of Chrift’s Body, though now {hut§
-up under Unbelief.  Secondly. 1f1 am not}
incited to it by this Hope, yet as I have at}
prefént ro Jil- Will agam(’t any Particular ?er- :
on, §
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{ori, ¥ am'to leave all Secret Things td Godj-
and Remit all’ Men to the Difpofal of their -

Common Creator.  And imthe mean while
am Gommanded,. while Fbhave Time, to do

Good unto Al Mea, Thirdly, Natugal

Pity and Compaflion move me- to Succour
the Diftrefled, and Help the Indigent. And-
m fo- doing 1 Reheve and Eafe mine owrr
Mind. For Pity, where ever it Remams,
caufeth Pam of Spintt.  But'l am fo far from: -
thinking thefe Ations tobe Spirirually Goody.
| that I look upon them as nothing elfe but:

Veaknefles,  For Natoral Pity; (whatever
fine Gloffcs, and Glittering Titles may be puts

i on 1t by Pbdr:ﬁ’erj is i reality Watvral Jnfi-
| mity. 'A'ndI had rather fee: Ten Thoufand: -

| Tnbelievers Perifa for lack of Suftenance,

P gl A By, f F [ [T

than Otie Child of God-by. Faith in Chrif
Jefus Deftitute of the Neceffities of Life;
when I have it in my Power to Iiglp hin.
As to taking Pains alout their Salpations . lu hig

| Senfe of the Matter T defire to take no Pans

| about mine own, Andas I am heither a

Preacher nor Expounder according: to.the Mow- .
dern Acceptationof the Words; noe have!
any iramediate Call to go about to Convert:
Souls, {or the lefd Pains I :take abeut it ther

'better. - Yet had I the Hohouy to. be fenl:z
~with a Meffage of Good News toary Poot.
’Elc&cd Snm‘cs L. fhould - reckon 1t: an inef- -
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timable Eavour from God, and Animated by
Bis Spirit thould Run to the Work with Joy
and Gladnefs. And after.all, T verily Be.
Heve, 1 am as Anxious and Solicitous for the
Salvation of Mr. IWefey (tho’ at the fame
time I frecly own, I have not the leaft Carc
about it) as he with all: his Zeal, and Uni.
verfal Charity i1s, in Reality, concerning
Mine.

Another black Charge brought aganft

the Dotrinzs of Elettion, is, That it tends to
overthrow the whole Chriftian Revelation. Strange
indeed! But howdoes it fo ? Why by mak-
ng it not NecefJary, and therefore not True.
And how does it make it not Neceflary?
Why, ¢ If fome are ordamned to Salvation,
¢ and others to Damnation; then no Need
¢ of the Chnftian Revelation,” This is
mach {och another wife Objeltion as the
faying, Then is all Preaching Pain.  God has
Blefted all) that thall be faved, i Chrift Je-
its before the Foundation of the World: ,
and has Ordained his Son to fuffer for thewr
Sins, and to Purchafe them to himfelf by
his own Blood. From thence our Adverfary
argues. 1he Coming, Preaching, and:Dy-
ing of Chrift is nor Neceffary: and'there-
fore, Tell st wot in Gath! Publifn it #ot in tho
Streets of Afbkelon !

But
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But this 15 not All, For it overthrows,
the Chriftian Revelation, in making that Re=
velation  Contradilt z{[elf To prove this
Scripture is brought to fight againft- Serij
ture. And a fine Cobweb Notion is ju
mentioned of a Chimerical Difference b
tween  Forcknowledge and Pleoramatmf
And we are told in- Words, without ar
poffible Meaning n him that tells Us o,
thrt God 1s Willing to Save Men, but Men,
will not be Saved.  He would h:ﬂ,e all if he.
Could: but becaule they will not, he can-
not help 1t. ¢ But the Seriptures fay, God.
¢ 15 not Willing that Any fhould Perifh.” Ta
which 1 anfwer. Th{t the Letter of the
osciipture evidently Contradicts 1€ felf 1n ma--
ny Places, 1 am f{o far from: denymg -that 1.
reqdify and heartily Grant it. Nay, 1 be-
hieve, ic would be difficulc to find any hu-
mane \Writings, either Hiftorical or Philofo-
phical, wherem ave jurabled together greater
Heaps of Grofler Contradittons, than thole
contain’d m the Letter of the Bible, And-
for a Man to go about to make 1t Confift
with it felf by any Labour, Study or Skill,
15 a Bold, Impudent, Antlchuf’clm Rnter
vrizZe, nvented by the Devil, and undertaken
“ by Expofitors, and lntmpxetcrs Andis as -
vain a Prece of Prefumption, as to frife to
- Reconale Contraricties in Natures For afers
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all, the Scripture is as much a Contradition
to it &If, asever. A Man may ftudy him-
“elf Mad, and pore in the Seriptures, ’till he

:Blind; and yet not Underftand them one
)t-the better. Fhe Knowledge of the Ori-
aal Tongues, in which they were written,
A avail him nothing, Nor will the Greek
Nord [PiftisT fhew a Learned Doltor, what
13 meant by Believing in Chrift, one whit bet- |
ter, than the Englilh Word Faith will con-
vey the thing to an Illiterate Ploughman.
Tho’ the Former be capable of Critically
Yaying down the Etymon of the Word ; and
of fhewing the T hewe from whence it is De-
zived. X [(beweth his Word unto SACOB,
Lis Statutes and Ordinances unto ISRAE L.
Ee bath not dealt [o with any Nation: Neither
have the Eeathen kvowledge of his Laws. Plal.
cxlvil, 19, 20. o
I Believe, as I {aid before, the Doltiine of
Eletion to be True: becaufe I Believe my
felf Elelted. Itis fo, becaufeit is fo, 1s good
Eogick in Religion, tho’ Ridiculous in Phia
Iofophy. It is to a Believer the Glory of
the Scripture, that it contradifls it felf. Be-
~caunfe Faith has thence the greater Ground
for Triomph. Infhort, The Literal Con-
tradiltions of the Scripture, the Lufts and
Corruptions of Nature, the Sins and Iniqui-
“ties of the Fleth, and the Perfecutions, and
LRSS D s T e
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Reproaches of the Unbelieving World are
fo many Glorious Trials of a Believer’s
Faith. And ave fo far from Hurting him,
or Hindering his Happmels, that they all
work together for Good to Every Elefted
Member of Chrift, in proportion as he is
Exercifed therewich, |

But neither is this All.  For *tis a Doftrine
full of {uch Blafphemy, as the Good Man
would Dread to mention, but that the Heronr
of his God, and the Caufe of bis Truth will vot
[uffer bim to be Silent.  But you muft take
care, as you will anfwer 1t at the Great Day,
not to charge the Blalphemy upon him.
But fuppofe the Doltrine of Predeftination
fhould happen to prove true: whofe would
the Blafphemy be then? For he exprelsly
afferts this Blafphemy as a Confequence
drawn from it. _And the more you are grieved
with them, that do thus Blafpheme, fee that you
co;fﬁrm your Love 1o them the more.  You need
not doubt, but he knew by his own Experi.
ence and Praltice, that this Leffon is Pof=
fible, nay Eafy to be Learned by Admoni-
tion, and Precept. Love to thofe with
whom we are moft grieved, 15, according to-
Mr. We/ley, a Principle eafy enough to be ac-
quired, to what Perfeltion, we pleafe: if we
would but befo good as totakePains, and Try:

about it, But what 1s this Blafphemy of
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- #his Doltrine?” Why it. Reprefents onr Lovd @
= an Hyporrite, a Deceiver of the People, a Man
- “moid of compimon Sincersty.  Indeed it does Re.
- prefent him as fuch to his Mind, and that
~ of every -other Man, (be he never fo much
- in Efteem for Piety and Knowledge, ) that has
no other Apprehenfions of Chrift, or Con-
ceptions of his Words, but what are Lean-
ed in the School of Nature, and drawn from
the Corrupt Principles of Humane Realon.
But how is this Charge maintain’d.  Why,
it canyot be demied, he {ays, but that he cvery
wieie fpeaks as if be were willing that all fhould
ke Saved. No? Certainly it can be denied.
For my part, Lconfefs, I can fec nothing like
it in many of his Sayings, but rather quite-
the Contrary, And if this Anthor had bus-
given us fome. Meaning of that Myfterious
Text, that tells us of Chrift’s weeping over
Fervfalen 5 1t might have carried fome feem.-
ing Colour of Argument., But as he has
not, I muit take the Liberty to Retort the
.Charge-of Blalphemy. back upon himflf,
For as it is Blafphemy to accufe Chrift, Je-
{us with Lying to Ferufalem, in faying he.
would have gathered them ; when he defign-
-ed no fuch thing. So it is as horrid Blaf~
phemy to fay, He Lied in his Prayer to-his
Bather; where he fays, Ipray for them.: I
“pray wob for the World, but for them .mﬁfgjhf
- - T ithod
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{ thou haft given me: for they ar¢ thine,  John
| xvu. 9.

8 tributes at once.  And what is meant by AHis
| Aitributes? Certainly when Men ufe - the
| Word Attribute they can have no other Idea
bof 1t in their Minds, but what 13 Agreeable

[ to their Conception . Whatever then is by
Men Attribated to God, is called by them an

| Aitribute.  And then, fay I, may all thefe

himf{elf, Corrupt, and Falfe, and quite Be-
Reafoners may perplex and tire themfelves all

call the Perfedtions, and Atmbuts of God’s
Nature: and after all s done; they will not
have, in the Minuteft Degree, any clearex
Knowledge of the Deity, than they had,
when firlk they Began to Learn. No, ot
though they take in the Eetter of the
Scripture Iikewife as an Help to their Ba.
quiries.  For the True Knowledge of God is
given: to bis Own without any Pains, or La.
bouir in them at all. Let this then {ufbice
for an Anfwer to all the like Cavils of this

Po:fy Obje&or For if I go about to Re-.

Can
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1 - But there is more Blafphemy behind fHill.
| For juft as it Howours the Son, fo does this Doc-
| trine Horour the Father, It Deﬂro_ys all bis At~

Attr:bﬂtes be for ever Deﬂray d. For What—-'
ever 15 Attributed to God by any Man, is like-

{{ide the Divine Pe1fe£’c10ns. - Philofophieal

itheir Life Long m {eaichmg into, what they’
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- coneile the tWays of God to the. Concepmonﬁ-
and Apprehenfions’of the Natural Man 3. 1
make my felf a-Tranfgre{lor, by Bmldmg up
with one Hand, whatl.am Deftroying wich
the other. For I at firft Aflerted,; and do
{till Maintain: They are Irreconczleable L
defire (if it were poffible) never to Form or
Entertain the leaft Thought of God out of
Chrift. -Becanfe I can have no Apprehen-
fions of him fo, but what are either wild
and confus’d, or Terrble, and Affrighting;
R‘Epref%nting him as a Confuming Fire:  Buc
tho” the Carnal Mind is at Utter Enmity
with God, always Replying agamft Him : be-
caufe his szp“nfmons are . Dilagrecable to
. Natural Reafon; (and all Endeavours to Re.
concile them, are Wicked, and - Froitlels)
Yet the Soul, that is Renewed, and Born a-
gait by the Spirit, 1s Taught to let the
Glory of God be its Chief Delight. -And is
Enabled, at times, to Lay down all the Wea-
pons of Eleih and Blood, the Reafonings and
Cogitations of the Humaree Mind ; wluch
are ever uvfed ir Rebellion agamit the Lord
of Lif¢ ; and to Clofe in with the Promifes of
God in his Dear-Son: to Reft fatisfied in the
Ways -of God, ‘Letting him do what he
Will, with his own. And being fully Per-
 fwaded of God’s. Love to itfelt, Defires to
| kﬁow n0thmg, but: ]ef as Chrift; fees its
. .OWl1
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{own Ignorance, Vilenefs, Nothingnefs, and
|.cries out ' with Joy and Wonder -palt Expref-
M{ion, O the Depth-of the Riches both of the Wildom,
i and Knowledge of God! How Unfearchable are
ihis fudgments, and bis Ways paft finding out!
i Then with a Calm Refigned Humility Sub-
{mits itfelf to the Divine Will: and fays to
iGod from the Bottom of-the Heart, chear-
fully relying on-the Mediators Blood, Lord,
therc am 1. Do with me whatfoever feem-
eth thee Good.

. He now goes on from Accufing the Doc-
trine of Blafphemy in Refpelt to God, to
Charge it with Foolifhnefs in Relation to the
Devil, For it makes Satan At Lizconfiftent-
ly in Tempting thofe to Deftruftion, who
are before Decreed to become his Prey. But
if this be all the Folly of it, we may readily
plead Guilty to the Indittment. For Iam
{o far from Denying it, that I Pofitively Af-
firm, that the Devil and all ‘Mankind are In-
confiftent in all their Ways. That Men are
fo, I Belicve, Few will Deny.  And that Sa-
tan 15 fo likewile, appears to all Believers in
this: That he 1s ever, out of Malice, and
Hatred, Tempting them to Evil: Yet all his
Temptations fhall infallibly be turned into
Bleflings, and contribute to Advance their E-
ternal Welfare. Nay their Sins do not De-
firoy, but often Increafe their Comforteven

here.
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here. - And this, which I have my felf By
perienced; and All who are Converted, j
{ome Meafure do, 1s certainly Great Incor '-
{iftence in Him, if he Knows it: If not; i)
proceeds from the fame Ignorance in Him,
which Appears 1 all his Difeiples and Inftro.
ments, the Preachers of Free Will, and Unij
verfal Redumptlon Thisis Certam and be.
‘yend Difpute, That He was {0 Fool 1ﬂ1 as to|
fhave a Trial with Chrift Him{elf: Tﬁmpt
g him to Worfhip Him, and Deftroy him.|
{elf.  And no Arninian or Univerfalift can
dare to fay, that there was a Poffibility o

Chnft’s F allme a Prey to the Temptauons ol
the Dévil.

Before I Difmifs this Author, 1{hall jufi
take a Short View of his Scheme of Prede(:|
tination at the Latter End of - his Sermon)
‘Which in Eftett 15 this. ¢ Man may bej
¢ Saved 1if he Will, if not he may let it a.
“ lone.” Conféquently tis 1n the Power off
Man, whether any one Single Peifon {hall bel
Sav’d, or no. And fo Chrift may Purchale}
no PeoPIe by his Blood; and his Death may]
happen to prove Vam, and Infignificant.
For to fay, God Forcknew, fome Would
Certamiy be faved, is T'mtmount to {ay-}
mz, he Fore- Orda ined -1t. As hes bee

hir'ad already. This Scheme, he fny
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:s Worihy of God,, and every wity Conf fhent with

Al the Perﬁ&:om of his Nature,- Upon whicli
l will ask him One Queftion.” s this Scheme
- Satisfadtory-to his own Mind ? ‘And does he
See a Perfelt Harmony, and Confiftency in
it¥ If he fays; he does.. He is Certainly
| one of no greatDepth of Thought (aswe fay)
but is eafily Satisfied with.any thing, But
‘it he ovns, (as I.think he muft) that he is.
not Satisfied withit. What is it better than.
downright Ly mg thus to “Diffemble - with
others, by telling them of a Confiftency in
thofe Notions: Which neither himfelf; nor
any other Man, ever was, Or ever wﬂl be
Able to Difcover? As to the Heap of Scrip-
tyres Cited to. prove (if pofiible) thls Con[' et
Scheme 1 fhall only Remark: that-tis eafy,
very. eafy to. bring Scripture to Countenance
any Opiion. And nothing is more Coms=
mon, than tofce Anthors,andtear Preachers,
f*nentmn Scriptures by 'Wholefale in their
Books, and Sermons; -without Underitanding

the Spmtual Meamng of one Smgle Text.

Thus have I Examined Mr. Wefey’s Ser-
mon of Free Grace ; which Title how well it
Deferyes, I leave Any One, who has the

leatt Meafure of bglntual Underftandmg, to
adge.

3 Anc



- (62)

- And now perhaps fome One may. Ask rﬁe, .
4f }-profefs, Every Man’s Knowledge is Cir-
eumficribed by God: And no one can Know
any Truth in Religions but what He has
Decreed to Teach Him, Why Idhould trou-
- ble my Self to write this Pamphlet, to De-
clare Traths, which none can Savingly Receive,
but thofe who are Predeflinated to. know
them., To which I Anfwer. |

ift, As God has Everlaftingly Decreed;
whatever fhall come to pafs: {0 he has con-
fequently Ordain’d the Publithing thefe Pa-
ors.
; 2dly, The Motive, that induced me to
xVrite, was a Strong Inclination fo to do.
‘And I love to Gratify mme Inclination. And
as it 1s my Principle ; That all things fh.l
Contribute to the Glory of God. So, I am
perfwaded, {hall thefe. Wnitings,  Either,
they fhall be Inftrumental in God’s Hands ta
Teach the Truth to thofe, who vet Know
it not, -Or to Confirm 1t in Thofe, who
{now it. Or they fhall ferve to Stir up the
Bnemy to Rage and Malice againft the Gofl-
pel: and to harden the Hearts of the Sons
of Perdition, Or Laftly. They. thall bs
‘thrown by with the Infignificant \Vorks ol
that innumerable: Herd of Authors of a
Mges.  And (o ac laft fhall be a Means to ke
- i 1l
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i know. That Man’s Thoughts and Works.

e all vain, That the Lord’s own Arm Ef«
f:(ts.his own Purpofes, making Ufe {ome-
imes of Defpifed Inftruments, and {ometimes
fnone at Al ‘That Man can do nothing
by Prating, or Writing, But the FHelp that is

fone in the Earth,. He deth it Himfelf. e
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