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A POL OGTIA.

LETTER I

My dear friend and brother,

OU have more than once
gently called upon me for

the reafons which induced me
to exercde my miniftry as a
Clergyman of the Church of
England, rather than among the
B Diflenters,



A POL OGTIA.

LETTER L

My dear friend and brother,
OU - have more than once
gently called upon me for
the reafons which induced me
to exercde my miniftry as a
Clergyman of the Church of

England, rather than among the
B Dififenters,
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Diflenters, where my firft reh-
gious conneltlons were formed,
and with many of whom I ftil}
maintain a cordial friendfhip.
Hitherto I have wufually waved
the {ubjelt, and contented myfelf
w:th afluring you in general terms,
that as the preference 1 gave to
the eftablifhment was the refult
of erious, and, I trult, impar-
tial -enquiry ; {o I had never leen
reafon to repent of ir, no not for
a minute, {ince the day of my or-
<dination. I now purpofe to give
you a more parucular “anfwer.
And as you are not the only per-
fon who have exprefied a friendly
furprize at my choice, 1 fhall com-

municate my reafons from the
preiss
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prefs, that all my friends who
have been at a lofs to account for
my conduct may have fuch i1arf-
fation as it is in my power to
give them.- 1 f{hall, however,
keep yor particularly in my eye
while I write, that a juft fenfe of
the candor and afte¢tionwith which
you have always treated me;, may
regulate my pen, and preferve me
(if poffible) from that harth and
angry ipirit, into which writers
upon controverfial points, are too
often betrayed.

I confefs that as in this bufinefs
my confcience 1s clear in the fight
of Him to whom alone I am pro-
perly accountable; I could wifh
ftill to continue filent, and fubmit

B 2 to
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to be a little mifunderftood by
fome perfons whofe good opinion
1 prize, rather than trouble the
public with what more immedi-
ately relates to myfelf. But fome-
thing upon this fubjet feems ex-
pedient n the prefent day; not fo
much by way of apology for one
or a few individuals, as with a
view of obviating prejudices, and
preventing, or at leaft abating,
the unhappy. effe€ts of a party-
dpirit.

There was a time when the
Non-conformifts groaned under
the iron rod of oppreflion, and
were expofed to fines, penalties,
and 1mprifonment, as well as to
«<ruel mockings, and the lawlefs

TAZE
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rase of a rabble, for v;forﬂlippi'ng
God according to the light of their
confciences. Yet 1 apprehend
their non-conformity was rather
the occafional and oftenfible, than
the real caufe of the hard treat-
ment they met with. The greater
part of the Non-conformift Mi-
nifters of that day were the light
and. glory of the land.—They
were men full of faith and of the
Holy Ghoft, penetrated with a
deep {enfe cf the Redeemer’s glory
and love, and of the worth of
fouls. . Their mniftrations were
accompanied with unétion and
power, and they were in{trumen-
tal in turning many linners from
thelr evil ways, It is no wonder

B 3 that
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that the world hated fuch men;
that fnares were {pread for their
feet, their liberty abridged, and.
that many faid, Away with them,
they are not worthy to live! It is
probable that if thefe fervants of
the Moft High could have en-
joyed that freedom for their per-
{fons and aflemblies, which, 1n
anfwer to thelr prayers, 1s now
pofiefied by thofe who bear the

{fame name, they would have been
well fatisfied that the eftablithed

Church fhould have remained in
peaceful poffemon of its own or-
der and ritual. And {feveral
among them, not the loweft in re-
pute for widom and piety, con-
tinued long to worfhip occafion-

ally
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ally in the Parifh Churches, after
they had been ejected from them

~as preachers. But things were
ftudioufly carried againft them
with a high hand. The exaltion -
of re-ordination, and the little time
allowed for fubicribing the book
of Common-prayer, which many
of the Minifters had not been able
to procure when the law called
for their aflent to it; were two
circumftances which greatly con~
tributed to {fwell the Bartholomew-
Jift. It was well known to {fome
of the leaders in that unhappy
bufineis, that there were among
the Non-conformifts wife and mo-
derate men, who were not difpofed

to guit their parochial cures, un-
B 4 lefs
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lefs they were conftrained by the
harfhet and moit violent mea-
fures 5 fuch therefore were the
meafures they adopted.

It is our mercy to live in more
quiet times. We are on all fides
freed from reftraints in religious
cencerns ; and every perfon is at
liberty to profels, preach, wor-
thip, or print as he thinks proper.
But 1t 1s ftill to be lamented, that

they who are united upon the fams
foundations, and agree in the fame

impertant  leading  principles,
fhould lay fo much ftrefs upon
their circumfltantial diiterences .
{fentiment, as to prevent the exer-
cife of mutual love and forbear-
ance : and that inftead of labour-

1nyY
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inz in concert within their refpec-
tive departments, to promote the

common caufe, they fhould be at.
leifure to vex and worry each
other with needleis difputation,
and uncharitable cenfure. I hope,.
amongit us, the High Church
principles which- formerly pro-
duced unjuftifiable and oppreflive
effets, are now generally ex-
ploded. But may we not lay a
claim 1n our turn, to that mode-~
ration, candor, and -tendernefs,,.
from our diffenting brethren,
which we .chearfully exercife to-
wards them ¢ But as we (I think).
are no longer the aggreflors, fo
they feem no longer content to

ftand vpon the defenfive. We
wilh
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with to join them with heart and
hand 1n {fupporting and {preading
the great truths of the Goipel ;
and fuch as you, my friend, ap-
prove our aims and rejoice with
us, if God 1s pleafed to give us
fuccefs. But there are thofe
among you, whofe perfons and
oceneral conduct we refpect, from
whom we do not find equal re-
turns of good-will, becaufe we
cannot join with them 1n the {up-
port of a palladium which bears
the name of the Diffenting Intereft.
I know not whether this phrafe
was in ufe a hundred years ago,
but were I to meet with 1t as re-
ferring to that period, I fhould
underftand by 1t little more or lefs
than
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than the interet of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom. At prefent
when I confider the various names,
views, and {entiments which ob-
tain among thofe who form this
agoregate, {tiled the Diffenting In-
tereft, I am at a lofs what fenfe to
put vpon the term. May I not
fay, without offence, thatitis, at
leaft, a very heterogeneous body ?
May I not hope, without pre-
{fumption, that though you and I
are not agreed on the {ubjelt of
Church Government, yet I am
related to you by a much nearer
and {tronger tie, than that which
binds you to the Difienting Inter-
eft? I confefs that {fo far as it is
the intereft of thofe who depre-

ciate
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ciate the perfon and blood of the
Saviour, and deny the agency and
_influence of the Holy Spirit,  or
the total depravity of fallen man,
fo far 1 cannot (in a religious
view) be a friend to it. On the
other hand, f{fo far as it regards
thofe who love, avow, and preach
the doltrines, experience, and
practice, which both you and I
include in our idea of the Gofpel,
fo far I can truly {ay, though not
a Diffenter myfelf, the Diffenting
Intereft i1s dear to my heart, and
has a fhare in my daily prayers.
And in this I am perfuaded I
fpeak the {entiments of many,
both minifters and laymen in the

cftablifhment. We are forry,
~ therefore,

2
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therefore, (at leaft I am) forry,
though not angry, when books are
written, or declarations®* (per-
haps in the moft folemn occafions
of worfhip) unfeafonably made,
which feem not {o much defigned
to confirm Diflenters in their own
principles, as to place thofe who
cannot accede to them in an un-
favourable light; the Minifters
<{pecially, who according to fome
reprefentations muft be {uppofed
to be almoft deftituté of common
{fenfe, or elfe of common honetty,

When 1 write a letter, efpecially
to a friend, I think mylelf releafed

-+ Some of thefe Ietters were written in
the year 1777,

trom



[ 14 ]

from that attention to method
which I might obferve if I was
compofing a treatile, As my
heart dictates my pen moves, 1
therefore hope you will bear with
me if I do not come direétly to
what 1 propofed ; which was, to
oive you fome account of the mo-
tives of my own conduét. It may
not be improper to premife a few
preliminary obfervations. 1 fhall
not weary you by attempting to
juftify every thing that obtains in
our way, nor. call your attention
to all the minuniz which might
furnifth {fubjecét for debate; to thofe
who know not how to employ
their time better. 1t would be
mere trifling to difpute for or

againft

5
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againft a furplice or a band, 4
gown Or a cloak, or to enquire
whether it be the {ize, or the fhape,
which renders {fome of thefe ha-
biliments more or lefs fuitable for
a Minifter, than the others., But
perhaps a few ftriCtures upon ef-
tablifhments and liturgies may not
be wholly impertinent to my de-
fign.

That national religious efta-
blifhments under the New Tefta-
ment difpenfation are neither of
exprefs divine appointment, nor
formed 1n all points upon a {crip-
tural plén, I readily admit. Whe-
ther upon this account they can-
ict be fubmitted to without vio-
lating the obedience we owe to the

L.ord
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F.ord Jefus as head and lawgiver
.of his Church, 1 fhall confider
hereafter. At prefent permit me
-only to hope (for my own fake)
that fuch fubmiffion is not abfo-
dutely finful; and 1n that view to
.offer a word in favour of their ex-
pedience. I plead not for this or

that eftablifhment, - or the admi-
niftration of one preferably to an-
other; but chiefly for that circum-
{tance which I {fuppofe 1s common
to themall: 1 mean, the parcelling
out a country, the government of
which is profeflfedly -Chriftian, in-
sto certain diftricts, analogous to
-what we call parifhes, and fixing
in each of thofe diftricts, a perfon
avith a minifterial charater, who

by
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‘by his office 1s engaged to promote
“the good of fouls within the limits
of his own boundary. 1 think
the number of parifhes in England
and Wales 1s computed to be not
-much fewer than ten thouland. The
number of Diflenting Churches
and congregations 1n England and
Wales (if thofe whom I have con-
fulted as the meft competent
judges are not miftaken) will not
be found greatly to exceed one
thoufand. In how rhany, or In
how few of thefe the old puritan
Gofpel (f I may {o call 1t) is
- preached or prized, I deem you a
better judge than mylelf. It 1s
certain, that the number of Dif-

{enting - Minifters who are very
C villing
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willing it fhould be publicly
known that they differ widely
from the {entiments of their fore-
fathers, i1s not {mall. However,
we will take them a4ll into the
eftimate. Now let us for a mo-
ment {uppole the eftablifhment
with all 1ts provifions removed and
annihilated. In this cafe {ome of
the Diffenting Minifters might in-
deed change their f{ituations, and
fix in placeswhere they might hope
for more exten{ive influence; but
as none of them could be in two
places at once, about nimne tenths
of the kingdom would be deprived
at a ftroke, of the very form of
public Religion, and reduced in a
fhort time (for any relief the Dii-
fenting
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fenting Intereft could afford) to a
ftate little better -than heatheni{m.
That there is any regard paid to
the Lord’s-day through the greater
part of the land, that the holy
Scriptures are publicly read to
thoufands who probably would
otherwife know no more of the
Bible than they do of the Koran,
are good effelts of the national
eftablifhment, which 1 thiak can
hardly be denied, even by thofe
who are moft. difpleafed with it.
For this reafon, 1f I could not
conformto the eftablithment my-
felf, I think I fhould fpeak ref-
pe&tfully of it, and blefs God for
it. Some eftablifhed form of re-

ligious profeflion, with a full and
C 2 free
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free toleration for all who think
they can {ferve God more accepta-
bly upon a different plan, appears
to me the moit defirable and pro-
mifing conftitution, for preferv-
1pg the rights of conifcience, and
for promoting the welfare of
fouls. I believe, therefore, that
the Church of England as by
law cftablithed (for it claims no
higher title) though it be neta
perielt inftitution, and notwith-
{tanding its real or fuppofed de-
feés, and the faults of individu-
als within its community, has been
upon the whole, and will be, a
blefling to the nation; and that
its prefervation is an cfrect of the
wife and gracious providence of

Ple



[ 2r ]
the Great Head of the Church
Univerial.

I“rom the expediency of paro-
chial order, I would farther de-
duce the expediency of a rubric
and liturgy. For 1 cannot con-
ccive of an eftablifhed Chureh,
without 1ncluding 1n my idea
fome determinate rule or line ref-
pecting doéirine and worfhip, by
whiclhh 1t 1s difcriminated {rom
other Churches which .are not f
eftablithed. As to our liturgy, I
amfar from thinkingit incapableot
amendment; though, when I con-
fider the temper and fpirit of the
prefent times, [ dare not wiih
that the improvement of it {fhould
be attempted, left the intended

C 3 renicay
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remedy might prove worfe than
the difeafe. As I am not called
to defend it, I fhall only fay what
I believe will be allowed by many
candid perfons on your fide,
that the general ftrain of it 1s
{criptural, evangelical, and expe-
rimental. It recognizes with pre-
cifion the One Great objett of wor-
fhip, in his perfonal diftinctions,
and glorious attributes; the ho-
rours and offices of the Redeemer,
the power and agency of the Holy
Spirit, the evil of fin, the depra-
vity of man, and all the diftin-
cuifhing doltrines of the Gofpel.
As to the compofition, I queftion
if any thing in the Englith lan-
guage, {our verfion of the Bible

excepted,)
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excepted,) is worthy of being
compared with it, for fimplicity,
per{picuity, energy, and compre-
henfive fulnefs of expreflion. But
I fuppole the objection does not
lte {fo much againft our liturgy in
particular, as 1n general againft
the ufe of liturgies of any kind.
And for aught I kunow, if the
compilers of our liturgy could
have expelted, that all the parifhes
in the kingdom, and from age to
age, would be fupplied with Mi-
nifters competently acquainted
with the myfteries of the Golpel,
and pofiefled of the Spirit of grace
and {upplication, they might
have left them under lefs reftraint
in conduting public worfhip. 1

C a4 believe
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believe  many of the Difienters.
take it for granted, that a confi-
derable part of our Clergy are not
only unable to pray in-public to
the edification of their hearers
without a form, but are unfit for
the minifterial. office 1n  every
view. Should this be true, 1t is
a truth which I hope would excite
lamentation rather than ridicule
or inveltive, in all who profefs a
regard to the glory of God, or
love to the fouls of men. But
upon this {uppofition 1 fhould
think an evangelical liturgy a great
blefling; as 1t muft {ecure the
people (that 1s the bulk of the na-
tion) from being expofed to the

fame uncertainty and difappoint-
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ment from the reading-defk, as
they are hable to from the pulpit.
For they who cannot or do not
preach the Golpel, are not likely
to pray agreeably to the {pirit of
the Goipel, 1if that part of the
public fervice was likewife left to
their own management. Or fhall.
we {ay, 1t is an advantage to fome:

Diflenting  Congregations, thar
their Minifters not being confined:
to a form of found words, thereis
little more of Chrift-or of grace-
to be found 1n their prayers than

in their {ermons ¢
Is it not too haftily taken for
granted by many, that God can-.
not be worfhipped in fpirit and in
truth, by thofe who ufe a form of
prayer
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prayer ? Or that he will not afford
them who fo approach him any
teftimony of his acceptance 2 If
the words of a form fuit and ex-
prefs the defires and feclings of my
mind, the prayer i1s as much my
own, as if I had conceived it up-
on the {pot. On the other hand,
if I have the greateft readinefs and
fluency 1n diverfifying expreffions,
fo that my prayer fhould always
appear unftudied and new, yet if
my {pirit or the (pirit of thofe who
join with me, be not engaged in
it, though I may admire my own
-performance, and be applauded
by others, it 1s no better than a
mere lifelefs form, 1n the fight of

- Him who {earcheth the heart.
Not
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Not to fay, that many who pro-
fefs to pray extempore, that Is,
without either a printed or a writ-
ten form, go fo much in a beaten
path, that they who hear them
frequently can tell with tolerable
certainty how they will begin,
when they are about the middle,
and when they are drawing to-
wards the clofe of thewr prayer.

It 1s faid that a preferibed form
precludes the exercife of a gift in
prayer, which is true; but then,
as I hinted before, it in fome good
meafure fupplies the want of fuch
a gift ; and blefied be the Lord,

there are many living witnefles
who can declare to his praife,
that a form does not reftrain,

much
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much lefs preclude the exercife o
orace. They know and are {ure
that their Lord and Mafiter owns.
and comforts them 1n what their

brethren haftily condemn them
for. It is well for us that He

feeth not as man {eeth, and is no
more a refpelter of parties than of

perfons.
It cannot be denied that the

Lord himfelf appointed forms of
prayer and praife to be ufed in the
Old Teftament Church. When
the ark fet forward, and when 1t
refted, Mofes addreflfed the Lord
not according to the varied emo-
tions of his own ipirit, but {tated-
ly in the fame determinate expref-

fions. Numb. x. 35, 36. So hke-
wile
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wife in the folemn benediltion

which the high-prieft was to pro-
nounce upon the people, Numb.
vi. 23. 27. Again, at the pre-
fenting of the firft-fruits, though
the heart of the offerer might be
filled with gratitude, he was not
to exprefs it 1n his own way, but
the Loord himfelf prefcribed the
form of his acknowlzdgment,
confeflion, and prayer. Deut. xxvi.
12—15. But it may be faid,
thefe were enjoined under the Le-
vitical inftitation, which 1s now
abrogated, and that we live under
a difpenfation of greater hignt and
liberty. I with however, with all
our light and liberty, we could
more fully come up to -the {pirit

of
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of fome of the devotional parts
of the Old Teftament, which were
recorded for our inftrution, and
moft certainly are not abrogated.
The book of Pfalms efpecially,
contains a rich variety of patterns
for prayer, if we may not call
them forms, adapted to all the va-
rious exercifes of the life of faith.
And if when I read or repeat {uch

Pialms as the 63d, 84th, or 86th,
I could feel, 1n the manner I wifh,

the force of every expreflion, I
fhould think I prayed to good pur-
pofe, though I were not to inter-
mingle a fingle word of my own.
So likewife with refpect to that
fummary which our IL.ord conde-

fcended to teach his difciples
though
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though I believe it had a peculiar
. reference to the ftate in which
they were before his paffion, and
while he was ftill with them; yet
agreeable to the fulnefs of his
wifdom, it is fo comprehenfive,
that I apprehend every part of a
believer’s intercourfe with God 1n
prayer, may be reduced, without
forcing, to one or the other of
the heads of this prayer. And R
fhould efteem it a golden hour in-
deed, one of the happiefl feafons I
ever enjoyed in prayer, it I could
repeat it with a juft impreflion of
the mieaning of every claufe. But
alas ! fuch are the effelts of our
unhappy differences, cr rather of
a wrongnefs of ipirit in maintain-

1
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ing them, and {fo prone are we te
think we cannot be too unlike
thofe whom we are not pleafed
with, that even the words which
our L.ord himielf has taught us

are depreciated and difufed by
many, 1 fear upon no better

il

cround than becaufe they are re-
tained in the ufage of the Church
of England. Though befides giv-
ing us a pattern to pray after that
manner, ite has atlealt permitted
us to ufe it as a form, direlting
s, When ye pray fay, Qur Father
which art in heaven, &c. If fcrip-
tural warrant be required, I think
we have one more clear and ex-
prefs for the ufe of this prayer,

than can be found for fome things
| uicn
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upon which no {fmall ftrefs is laid
by our Diffenting brethren.
Some perfons might poflibly
alledge, that if the ufe of {criptural
forms of prayer were admitted, it

would plead nothing in favour of
fuch forms as are of human com-

pofition. But as 1 believe the
more judicious part of the Difien-
ters would not make this diftinc-
tion, a few words may {uffice for

an anfwer. Moft of us when we

preach, profefs to preach #he
Word of God, and I think we are

{ufficiently "authorized to ufe the
expreflion, fo far as our {ermons

are explanatory of {criptural
truths, and agrecable to them.

Xor though the fyftem of truth
19 con-
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contained 1n the holy . Seriptures
has a peculiar authority, as the
fountain from whence we are to
derive our public difcourfes, and
the ftandard by which they are.to
be tried; yet truth, as to its na-
ture, does not admit of degrees,
but all propofitions, if they be
true, muft be equally true, and
every conclufion which is #ightly
inferred from {criptural premifes,
muft be, in whatever words 1t is
exprefled (if they are precife and
clear,) as true as the premifes
from which it is.drawn, If I give
a juit definition or explication of
a.dotrine of the Bible in my own
words, the truth or importance of
that doCtnine are not affeted or

weakened
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weakened by the vehicle 1n which -
I convey it: nor would a hearer
have a right to withhold his atten-
tion or aflent, from a pretence
that though the propofition itfelf

was true, he was not concerned m
it, becaufe I had not exprefled it

m {criptural phrafes. It is only
upon this ground that the pro-
pricty and authority of preaching
can be maintained ; and the hke
reafoning may be appled to
prayer. A prayer is fcriptural if
conformable to the promifes, pat-
terns, and - truths of Scripture,
though it fhould not contain one
phrafe taken totidesn verbis from
the Bible.

1) 2 My
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May 1 not here appeal to the
practice of the Diffenters them-
felves? I {uppofe Dr. Watts’s
Hymns, and his 1imitation of
David’s Pfalms, ef{pecially the lat-
ter, are ufed, by a large majority
of Diffenting Congregations, 1n
their public worfhip. Many of
thefe pieces are devotional, that s,
they are in the ftrain of prayer,
or praife, They are, therefore,
forms of prayer or praife; and
when the firflt line 1s given out,
1t 1s probable that feveral perfons
1n the affembly, know, before-
hand, every word they are to {ing.
In {fome congregations the Plalm
or Hymn is delivered line by line,
and in moft, the bulk of the

people
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people are provided with books.
Now 1t appears to me that when a
worfhipper who attends to what
1s going forward, and is not con-
tent with a mere hip fervice, joins
in finging verfes, which exprefs
the defires and petitions of his

heart, to the Lord, he prays;
and 1f he ufes verfes with which

he was before acguainted, he
prays by a form. He does the
very thing for which we. are con-
demned. Unlefs i1t can be prov-
ed that the fault and evil which
1s eflential to a form in profe, is
entirely removed if the fubiftance
of the obnoxious form be exprefi-
¢d in metre and chime.

D 3 rito
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Crito freely will rehearfe

Forms of pray’r and praife in ver{c:
Why fhould Crito then fuppofle
Forms are finful when in profe?
Muft my form be deemed a crime
Merely for the want of rhime?

I have heard of a Minifter who
ufed to compofe hymns 1n the
pulpit. It was his cuftom to give
out one line, and by the time the
congregation had fung the firft,
lie had a {econd ready for them,
and fo on, as long as he thought
proper to fing. Thefe were not
forms, they were compoied pro

re nata; Before he had finifhed a
fecond ftanza, the former (as to

the verfe and cadence) was 1n a
manner forgotten 3 and the {ame
hymn was never heard twice.

I know
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I know not what thefe unpreme-
ditated pieces were in point of
compofiition: but were I perfuaded
of the unlawfulnefs of forms of

prayer, and at the {fame time ap-
proved of the praltice of {inging
in public worfhip ;- 1 fhould ex-
iremely covet the talent of ex-
tempore hymn-making, as one of
the moft neceflary gifts a Minifter-
could pofiefs 1n order to main-
tain a confiftency in. his whole:

fervice.

I here clofe what I intended by
way of introduction.. In my {ub-
fequent Letters I purpofe to ac-
quaint you more directly with the:
reafons which determined my own:
choice, and which ftill {atisfy me,

D 4 thag
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that in receiving epifcopal ordina-
tion, and exercifing my miniftry
in the eftablithed Church I have

not acted wrong. At prefent, 1
fhall relieve your attention, by
{fublcribing myfelt

Your affectionate Friend
and Brother..

LETTER
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L. ETTE R I

My deur friend and brother,

S fuch I addrefs you; as
fuch, notwithftanding our
different views of Church Go-
vernment, you acknowledge me.
¥ou have confirmed your love to
me by many repeated proofs, and
it is the defire of my heart, that
nothing may take place on either
fide to weaken the exercife of that
friendfhip, which having the faith
and hope of the Gofpel for its
bafis, is calculated to {ubfiit and
flourifh in a better world, With
this
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this thought upon my mind, it is
impoflible that I fhould write a
{ingle line with an intentionr of
grieving or offending you; and I
am perfuaded the fame confidera~
tion on your part will difpofe yvou
to a candid perufal of what I offer.
I had rather be f{ilent than plead
even for truth in an angry cons
tentious {pirit. For every year of
my life ftrengthens my conviction
of the importance of that dwvine
aphorifm, The wrath of man
worketh not the righteoufnefs of
God..

How far what I have {uggefted
in favour of eftablifhments and
liturgies, may appear conclufive

to you, L know not. I depend
much.
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much upon your candour, but T
make allowances for the unavoid-
able influence of: education, con-
neétion, and habit, both 1n you
and in myfelf. We generally af-
{cribe the diffent of thofe who dif-
fer from us, 1n. part at leaft, to
prejudices of. this kind ; but.as it
15 very natural to think favour-
ably. of ourfelves, we almofl take
it. for granted that we have either
efcaped or outgrcwn every bias.
Though {fome of. the principles
we maintain have been inftilled
into us from our childhood, and
we have been confirmed in what
we fay is right, by the nftruction,
advice, and example of friends,

exactly as others have been cons
firmeck
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firmed in what we call wrong;
yet that pofitivenefs, which In
them is the effeét of ignorant pre-
judice, is in us a very different
thing ; a juft attachment to truth,
and the refult of 1mpartial exami-
nation and full conviétion. For
my cwn part I dare not {ay that I
am free from all bias and prepoi-
ieflion, but 1 defire and endea-
vour to guard againft their in-
fluence.

But though 1 have ventured to
defend the propriety of a national
eftablifhment, and, upon that
oround, the expediency of a li-

turgy, 1 need not tell you that I
had no hand in forming either the
one or the other, By the allot-

mene
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ment of Divine Providence I was
born In a nation where thefe
things had taken place long before
I came into the world. There-

fore when the Lord gave me a
defire to preach his Gofpel, and it
became neceflfary to determine un-
der what characterI fheuld exercife
my muniftry; the queftion before
me was not, What form of Church.
Government I might propofe as
the moft fcriptural, if all parties
amongft us were willing to refer
themfelves to my decifion? But

my enquiry was rather direéted to
this point, ‘What would be my
path of duty, »ebus fic flantibus,
living as I did in the ifland of
fsreat Britain, and n that part of
it
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it named England. At firft, 1n-
deed, Ifaw but little room for de-
laiberation. For about f{ix years
after 1 was awakened to fome con-
cern for my foul, my fituation in
life had fecluded me equally from
every religious party. During
‘this period, 1n which I walked
alone, the Lord was pleafed to
{fhew me the way to the throne of
grace, and to lead me to ftudy
and prize his holy word. By his
blefling I made {fome advances in
knowledge, though flowly, under
{fuch difcouragements and difad-
vantages, as they who from the
beginning of their enquiries, are
favoured with public ordinances,
and the help of Chriftien con-

ference,
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ference, can bave no proper coin-
ception of. s\t length I became
acquainted wvith fome of his
people, and had frequent oppor-
tunities of hearing the  Goipel.
My firft .conneétions of this fort
were chiefly with Diflenters, and
brought me as 1t were into a new
world. For till then I had hardly
an idea of the different names and
modes, by which profeffing Chrif-
tians were diftinguithed and- fub-
divided, -nor of the animofity
with which their various difputes
were carried on. Butas I received
benefit and pleafure from my in-
tercourfe with my mew friends, ‘it
1s-no wonder that while my heart
-was warm, and my experience and

judement
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judgment unformed, I fhould
enter with readinefs into all their
views, Thus, together with the
real advantages I obtained among
them, I imbibed .at the {fame time
a ftrong prejudice againft the ef-
tablithed Church, and haftily con-

.cluded, that though I might oc-
cafionally communicate with 1t as

a private perfon, it would be im-
pofiible to officiate in it as a Mi-
nifter without violating my con-
{cience. Accordingly, my firft
overtures were to the Diffenters ,
and had not the Providence of
‘God remarkably interpofed to pre-
vent 1t, I fhould probably have
‘been a érother with you in every
fenfe. But my defigns were over-

ruled.



L 49 ]

ruled. A variety of doors by
which 1 fought entrance (for I
did not give up upon the firlt
difappointment) were {ucceflively

fhut again{t me. Thefe repeated
delays afforded me more time to

think and judge for myfelf ; and
the more I confidered the point,
the more my {cruples againft con-
formity gave way. Reafons in-
creafed upon me, which not only
fatisfied me that I might conform
without f{in, but that the pre-
ference (as to my own concern)
‘was plainly on that fide. Ac-
cordingly, 1n the Lord’s due ume,
after {everal years waiting to know
his will, 1T {fought, and obtained
epifcopal ordination. And I fe-
%) rioufly
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rioufly affure you, that though 1
took this {tep with a firm perfua-
fion that it was right, I did not
at that time fee fo many reafons
to juftify my choice, nor perhaps
any one reafon in fo ftrong a Light,
as I have fince. Far from having
régretted this interefting part of my
conduét for a {ingle hour, I have
been more {fatisfied with it from
yéar to year. You will pleafe
therefore, to accept what I am
about to offer, not mercly as an
account of the motives which
influenced me twenty years ago,
but rather as the confiderations
which at thls minute call upon
me to be heartily thankful to the
Lord, for icading me by a way

which
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which I knew not, to labour im’
that part of his vineyard, which
experience has proved to be moft
{uitable for maintaining my per-
fonal peace and coinfort, and (I
verily believe likewile ) for promot-

ing my ufefulnefs as a Minifter.
Some’ of our Diflenting Bre-
thren who 1 hoepe are willing
to think as well of the awakened
Clergy as they can, kindly allow
us to be well meaning people;
they believe we defire to be ufe-
ful, and think 1t not 1mpofiible
but that in fome inftances we may
be fo. But they pity us either for
not having more light, or for not -
having courage to follow that
light, which they fuppofc muft
ko2 force
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force itfelf upon wus, if we did not
wilfully fhut 1t out. From what
they hear of us they are f{tag-
cered. They are loth to deny
that the Lord is with us at all:
but then, 1f the Lord be with
us indeed, why are we thus? It
is almolt unaccountable to them
upon this fuppolfition how we can
remain where we are. They are
expeting from day to day, that

if we are enhightened, as we pro-
fefs,. and honeft men, as they

with to find us, we fhall {urely
come out from Babylon, re-
nounce our flavery and will-wor-
fhip, and openly attach ourfelves
to the Diffenting Intereft. Could

we do this, and perfuade our.
people
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people to follow us, they would
probably no longer doubt whe-
ther the L.ord had wrought by our
miniftry, or not. |
I could wifh you not to think
of me while you read the para-
egraph I am now beginning. You
know many of our Minifters, and
you know that there are amongft
them men of found fenfe, {olid
judgment, and extenfive reading.
Men whom the Lord has been
pleafed to favour with an emi-
nency in gifts and {piritual know-
ledge, in a word, able Mintters
of the New Teftament. Men,
who though in the fight of the
Lord they lie low in the dulft,
conicious of inherent defilement,
bk 3 and
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and that their beft {ervices need for-
agivenefs ; yet with regard to their
fellow-creatures, can in the inte-
crity of their hearts appeal to all
around them, that their conver-
fation 1s not unbecoming the Gof-
pel which they preach., Some of
thefe men, atleaft, have carefully
{tudied the {ubject matter of de-
bate between us and the Diflen-
ters, have read the books, and con-
fidered the arguments, which are
fuppofed {ufficient to convert and
reform us; but after all their en-
deavours to obtain information,

though they agree with the evan-
gelical Dififenters in their views
of the Golpel (which yet they

received not from them, but from
the
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the holy Scripture) they are fiill
conftrained to differ on the gquef-
tion of Church Form and Order.
Now why fhould this be imputed
to their ignorance and blindnefs ?

Does it require a fharper eye to
perceive the precife delineation of
a Gofpel Church in the New Tef-
tament, if 1t be really there, than
to apprehend and embrace what
the Scripture teaches concerning:

the perion and charaéters_of the
Redeemer, the way of a finner’s

acceptance, or the nature of the
life of faith? Thefe things, we
are affured by the Apoftle, the
natural man, however qualiﬁéd,i
cannot.-difcern,. Surely the exter-
nal form of a Gofpel Church’

o4 Can-
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cannot be equally myfterious with
thefe doétrines ! efpecially as it is
profefiedly feen with the glance of
an eye, by {ome perfons who
declare themlielves enemies to
myfteries of any kind. Or why
fhould their not acceding to you
be 1imputed to interefted motives 2 -
There are with us men whoie in-
tegrity and ingenuoufnefs are in
cvery other refpect unimpeach-
able ; and it 1s hard, that without
fufficient evidence, they fthould be
charged with prevarication in a
bufinefs which concerns the ho-
nour of their Saviour, and the up-
rightnefs of their confciences in
his fight! Befides, what can be

the powerful motives for fuch hy-
pocrify ?
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pocrify 2 Do they by remaining
in the eftablifhment avoid the of-
fence of the crofs, and find a thel-
ter from that opprobrium and oppo-
fition which muift be their lot if
they had the fortitude to unite
with the Diffenters? Iere at
leaft, however we may be mif-
taken, I apprehend the Lord has
aflicned to #s the poft of honour;
and that in the treatment we meet
with from an unbelieving world,
our lot rather refembles that of
the Diflenters of the laft century
than of the prefent. It is true we
are no more expoled to fines and
imprifonment than you are, but
if 1t be an honour to {fuffer fhame

for his name-fake, I think we
have
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have the pre-eminence. As ‘to
money-matters, I could name fe-
veral of our Clergy, who are not
{o plentifully provided for in the
eftablifhment, but that if they
were to leave us, and to go over
to your fide, it is very probable
the manner in which converis of
fuch characters and abilities would
be received amongft you, mighe
prove confiderably to their emo-
lument. Nor can 1t upon better
grounds be afcribed to obiti-
nate prejudice and incurable Di-
gotry, that your arguments do.
not prevail. For it is well known
that many of our Minifters thew a
cordial and liberal {pirit to the

Difienters, receive them gladly
nte
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into their houfes, attend ogga-
fionally upon their preaching, re-
commend and encourage applica-
tions for the fupport of their Mi-
nifters, or places of worfhip, and
" are ready to concur with them in
every plan for ufefulnefs. And 1l
believe this difpofition would be
more genera]; had not experience
fhewn that the candor of fome
Clergymen in thefe refpects, has
becn too often improperly requit-
ed by ungenerous attempts to
prejudice and perplex our people,
and to weaken our hands.

Yet one or other, or all thefe
charges muft be infinuated againit
us, rather than fallible men will {fup-

pofe themfelves any thing lefs than
infallible,
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infallible, even in points of a cir-
cumftantial nature; and though
others whom they have no reafon
to think inferior to themfelves
either in judgment or integrity,
are compelled to differ from them.

If not fo frequent, would not this be
firange ? '
That ’tis fo frequent—this is ftranger

ftdl!

Be aflfured, dear Sir, that in
thus apologizing for my bre-
thren, I write not only without
their defire, but without their
knowledge. I think I have now
finifhed all my preambles, and I
proceed immediately to acquaint
you with my reafons for conform-

ng
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ing to the Eftablithed Church,
and continuing 1in it.

My firft and principal reafon,
1s, THE REGARD I owe T0O THE
HONOUR AND AUTHORITY OF THE .
ILorp Jesus Curist, as HEeap
AND LawcivErR or HIs CHURCH.
I do not mean that this conlidera-
tion obliges me ablolutely to pre-
fer the form of the Church of
England to any other form,_but
only that 1t will not permit me to
join with thofe who make diffent-
ing from it neceflary in point of
confcience.

I cannot fuppofe that any true
Chriftian 1 our land of light and

liberty will hefitate a moment to

acknowledge that Chrnft is tke
one
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one 1nfallible, authoritative lL.e-
giflator and Governor of his
Church, that He 1s the Lord,
and the only Lord of conicience ;
that. nothing inconfiftent with his
revealed will {hould be practifed,
nothing that he has enjoined be
omitted by thofe who profefs al-
legiance to him. But however
cenerally acknowledged thefe prin-
ciples are, I believe the mifcon-
itruction and mifapplication of
them, have contributed more to
divide the people of God, and to
alienate their affeltions from each-
other, than any other caufe that
can be. affigned. lt feems rea-
fonable to expelt that they whofe
jmg_es are built upon the fame:

| foun-
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foundation, who are led by the
{fame Ipirit, who are oppoled by
the {ame enemies, and interefted
in the fame promifes, would look
upon each other with mutual

complacence, would .love as
brethren, would bear each other’s

burdens, and fo fulfil their Maf-
ter’s law, and copy his example.
Bur, alas! a miftaken zeal for his
honour fills them on all fides with
ammofity againft their fellow dif=
ciples, {plits them into a thoufand
parties, .gives rife to fierce and
endlefs contentions, and makes
them {o earneft for and againit
their refpeftive peculiarities, that
the love, which 1s the difcrimi-
nating chara&eriftic of His reli-

clon,

5
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oion, is {carcely to be found
amongft them in fuch a degree of
exercile, as to {atisfy even candid
obfervers whether they bear his
mark, or not.
The wvifible Church of Chrift

comprizes all who call themfelves
by his name, and who profefs to
receive his Gofpel as a Divine Re-
velation. It is a floor on which
the grain and the chaff are pro-
mifcuoufly mingled; a field 1n
which the wheat and the tares
orow together; a net inclofing a
multitude of fithes both good and
bad. But the vifible Church of
Chrift taken 1n this large extent,
1s not the proper {ubjeét of his
government, as He is the King of

Saints.
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Saints. For his kingdom 1s a
{piritual kingdom which none
can underftand, and his rule1s a
ipiritual rule, which none can
receive or obey, until born from
above, and made new creatures
by the power of the Holy Spirirt.
If thefe rcgenerated perfons, who
it 1s to be f=ared are feldom the
largeft numU.r in any denomina-
tion, be confidered as detached
from the vifible Church, the re-
malnder 1S a mere caput pwor-
tuym, differenced from the world,
which lies 11 wickednefs, 1n no-
thing but a name, and 1in the
privilege of having the oracles
of God committed to 1t. But no-
minal Chriftians, though they have
or may have in their hands the

F Scrip.
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Scriptures, which are able to make

finners wife unto falvation, are no
lefs diftant and alienated from the

Iife of God (until he 1s pleafed to
reveal his power 1n their hearts)
than Mahomedans or heathens.
And with refpect to thefe, the ho-
nour of the Lord Jefus Chrift is
but little concerned with the dif-
ferent ways in which they may
think proper to conftitute them-

felves into national or particular
Churches, and pleafe themfclves

with a lifclefs form of worfhip,
while their hearts are in a ftate of
enmity to his grace. Admitting
that the plan of a Gofpel Church
was defcribed with the fame pre-
cifion 1n the New Teftament, as

the inftitutions of the Levitical
worfhip
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worfhip in the Old; and punc.
tually complied with to the mai-
nuteflt circumftance; thouzh the
worfhippers might applaud and
admire their own exactnefs, and
cenfure and defpife all who dif-
fered a hair’s-breadth from them
yet if they did not ferve God in
{pirit and 1n truch, their boafted
Church-ordeir would avail them
nothing. All that related to the
worfhip of God under the law was
confefledly of  divine appoint-
ment, and the people in the unie
of the prophets, were not {o much
charged with negletting the pre-
{cribed forms, as with relting in
them.  When this evil became
general, and  they thought to

F 2 com-
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compenfate for their want of {pi-
ricuality, Dy their feafts, fafts,
and {acriices, the Lord exprefies
himfelf as difpleafed with his own
inftitutions. Ifa. 1. 11—15. and
ch. Ixvi. 3, 4. Jer. vi. 8—1i4.
22, 23. They could plead his
prefcription for their obfervances,
but in vain they trufted to the
temple, and faid, the temple of
the Lord, the temple of the Lord
are we, when the Lord of the
temple was departed from them.
And certainly he will be no more
pleafed with a form without the
heart #ow, than he was then.

I muft therefore confine my
enquiry to the Church of Chrift
in a more limited and proper

{enfe
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{fenfe ; as expreflive of his myfti-
cal body compouied of all who by
faith are united to him as their
founndation and root, of all to
whom he i1s the head of wvital in.
fluence, who have fellowihip
with him 1n his death, and are
partakers of the power of his re-
{furrection. Tliefle are infullibly
known only to himielt. They are
{cattered far and wide, feparated
from each other by {feas and
mountains; thecy are a people of
many nations and languages, But
wherever their lot 1s caft, they
hear his voice, are under his graa-
cious eye, and the life which they
live in the fleth is by faith in his
name. They have not all equal

F 3 degrees
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degrees of light or meafures of .
grace, nor are they all favoured
with equal advantages for know-
ing or enjoying the full extent of
the liberty of the Golpel. But
they are all accepted in the be-
loved and approved of God.
They are {piritual worfhippers,
joint partakers of grace, and will
hereafter appear together at their
Saviour’s right-hand in glory.

At prelent they are in an 1m-
perfe&t ftate. Though created
anew 1n Chrift Jefus, they are not
freed from a principle of indwel-
ling fin.  Their knowledge 15
clonded by much remaining 1gno-
ranice, and their =zeal, though

right in its aiym. is often warped
and
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and miifguided by the corrupt in-
fluence of felf, For they f{till
have many corruptions, and they
live in a world which furnithes
trequent occafions of exciting
them; and Satan, thelr {fubtle and
powerful enemy, is always upon
his watch to miflead and enfnare
tbem., They are born, educated,
and called under a great variety
of circumitances. Habits of life,
local cuftoms, early connetions,
and even bodily conftitution, have
more or Jels influence in forming
their characéters, and in oiving a
tinture and turn to their manner
of thinking. So that though, in
whatever 1s efiential to their peace
and holine{s, they are all led by

F 4 the
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the fame {pirit, and mind the
fame things; in others of a fe-
condary nature their fentiments
may, and often do differ, as much
as the features of their faces. A
uniformity of judgment among
them is not to be expected
while the wifeft are defetive 1n
knowledge, the beft are defiled
with fin, and while the weaknefies
of human nature which are com-
mon to them all, are {fo differently
affccted by a thoufard impreflions
which arife from their various
fituations. They might, how-
ever, maintain a. unity of {pirit,
and Jive in the exerciie cf mutuai
love; were 1t not that every party,
and almoft every individual un-

happily
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happily conceives that they are
bound 1mn confcience to preicribe
their own line of conduct as a
ftandard to which all their brethren
ought to conform. They are
comparatively but few who conf{i-
der this reguifition to be as unne-
ceflary, unreafonable, and 1m-
praéticable, as it would be to in-
f1ft, or expeét, that every man’s
thoes fhould be exactly of _one
fize.

‘T'bus, though all agree in af~
ferting the authority and right of
the Lord jefus, as King and
Head of his Church, the wva-
ricus apprehenfions they frame vy
the rule to which he requires them

to coniorin, and their pertinacious
attache
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attachment to their own expofi-
tions of it, {eparate them almofit
as much from each other, as if
they were not united to him by a
principle of living faith. Therr
little differences tform them into
fo many {eparate interefts; and
the heat with which they defend
their own plans, and oppofe all
who cannot agree with them to a
tittle, makes them forget that
they are children in the fame fami-
Iy, and fervants of the fume mafter.
And while they vex and worry
cach other with difpurations and
cenfures, the world wonders and
laughs at them all.  The {pirit of
love 1s reftrained, offences are

multiplied, and Satan is gratified
by
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by beholding the extenfive effects
of his pernicicus and long prac-
tiled maxim, Divide & impera.

I am ftar from {uppoling that
all the various modes of Church
Government under which f{piri-
tual worfhippers are caift, are
cqually agrceable to the {pirit and
ochius of the Goipel, or equally
fuited to the purpolfes of edifica-
tion. DPerhaps there 1s no conli-
derable body ¢t peeple who pro-
fcls themielves Chriftians, how-
ever crroncous In thewr plans of
doctrine  or worfhip, amcng
whom the Saviour has not fome
hidden ones, known to himfielf,
though loft to human obferva-
tion 1n the crowd of pretenders

which
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which f{urround them. The
power of his grace can break
through all diadvantoges, and
make a few individuals wifer than
their teachers, by revealing his
truth to their heart, {ooner or
later, fo far as 1s neccfiary to {al-
vation. But 1t muft be owned
that fome communities which bear
the name of Chriftian have de-
parted fo very fir from the {im-
plicity of the Gofipel, that if we
reafon a prior:i we idre ready to
.conclude it 1s almoft impoiiible
for a converted perfon to continue
a {ingle day 1n {fuch a communion,
But hypothefis cannet be main-
tained againft plain faéts. Thus

the Church of Rome, not merely
by
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by adopting an unmeaning bur-
denfome train of ceremonics,
but by her doétrines of papal in-
fallibili!}y, invocation of faints and
angels, purgatory, abfolution, the
mafs, and others -of the like
ftamp, is become fo exceedingly
adulrerated, that poflibly {ome
perfons who mayv read thefe letters
will form an unfavourable opinion
of me, for declaring that I have
not the lealt doubt but the Isord
Jefus has had {rom age to age a
fucceflion of chofen and faithful
witnefles within the pale of that
corrupt Church. Yet I fhould
hope that they, who having
themiclves talted that the Lord 1s
gracious, know the language of a

heart
2
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heart under the influence of his
Spirit, would, ia defiance of Pro-
teftant prejudices, be of my mind,
if they had opportunity of perui-
ing the writings of {ome Papilts.
If fuch perfons as De Fenelon,
Pafchall, Quenell, and Nicole,
(to mention no more,) were not
true Chrittians, where fhall we
find any who deferve the name?
In the writings of thefe great men,
notwithftanding incidental errors,
I meet with {uch firains of experi-
mental godlinefs, {uch deep
knowledge of the workings of the
Spirit of God and of the heart of
man, and fuch mafterly explica-
tions of many 1mportant paflages
of Scripture, as might do honour

1o
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to the moft cnlightened Pro-
teltant. And yet thefe men lived
and died in the peopilh commu-
nion, and to their lateft hours (for
any thing that appears to the con-
trary) thought they could not fe-
parate from 1t without {in. And,
though I have not c¢qual means of
information, I can as lhittle doubt
that the Lord has a pecple Like-
wife in the Greek Church, which,
as to its external frame, feems ¢o
be little lefs unfcriptural than the
Church of Rome itielf.

However, 1 defire to be thank-
ful that I am not a Papift. 1 am
at leaft one itep nearer to the true
and acceptable worthip of God.

For I believe the moft rigid of
our
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our Diffenting brethren will al-
low, that the Church of England

if almoft, yet is not altogetber {0
depraved and corrupt 1in its con-
ftitution as the Church of Rome.

I am now in my track, and fhall
trouble you with fewer digreffions
in the fequel. My next point
will be to examine the different
claims of Proteffant Churches, to

the honour they all affume, that
their refpeétive inftitutions are

moft conformable to the rules the
apoftles have laid down on the {ub-
ject of Church Government, and
exprefs the greateft regard to the

authority of the Iord Jefus
Chrift, the undoubted Head and
- Lawgiver of hjs Church. Andto

avold
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avoid, as much as I can, encum-
bering what I write 1n an epifto-
lary way to a friend, with the
ftiffnefs of argumentation, I {hali
content mylelf with giving you a
fimple account of what occurred
to me upon this head, when ]
made the enquiry for my own di-
reCtion, But 1t 1s time to con-
clude this letter by aflfuring you
that I am,

Your affe¢tionate Friend.

G L ET-
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L.ET T E R TIIL

"My dear friend 2nd brother,
I’F the authority of men truly
“* refpeétable for learning, judg-
ment, and grace were {ufficient to
determine the queftion, Which of
the various forms of Church Go-
vernment now obtaining among
Chrifiians, 1s moit agreeable to
the letter and (pirit of the New
Teftament? a modeft enquirer,
who wifhes for the {anétion of
thofe whom he efteems wifer and
better than himfelf, would pro-

bably without hefitation join him-
felf
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felf to that party to which he
might be firft led to apply for di-
rection. For whatever difference
there may be in the merit of their
feveral claims for pre-eminence,
the claim 1tfelf 1s made with an
equal degree of confidence by
them all. At a time when I was .
very fenfible of my own Incompes=
tency to decide this point for my~
felf, I received (as I hope) much
benefit from the wr/'tings or Bithop
Hall, Reynolds, Davenant, Mr.
Hooker, and other Divines of the
Church of England, I perceived
they were perions of ftrong fenfe,
extenfive literature, {ound 1n the
faith 3 and from {uch accounts of

their hives as I could collect,
G 2 Judged
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judged they had been zealous and
diligent 1n their caliings, and
burning and fhining hights 1n the
world, I could not perceive that
any of them were diffatisfied with
the eftablifhed Church, 1n which
they lived and died; and f{fome
of them I found were very
firenuous in 1ts defence, not only
pleading that 1t was lawful to
maintain comnmunion with 1t, but
offering many arguments to prove
that it was even finful to {eparate
from it, and that i1t was the only
refemblance of the primitive apof-
tolical Church., I own to you,
that I thought fome of their afler-
tions upon this head were too

{trong, and fome of their argu-
Ments
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ments not fully conclufive. Yet
I was a little ftageered, and it
aoave me pain to be forced to ditfer
in any point from men whom I

believed to have been full of faith

and of the Holy Ghoit. How-
ever, lome general idea 1 pofiefled

of the liberty of the Gofpel, a
conviétion that the Lord had a
people and a work 1n other coun-
tries where the form of the Church
of IXngland could not take place,
and the previous attachment I had
to the Diffeaters, with whom, as
I have {aid, 1 was firft acquaint-
ed, prevented me from becoming
what 1s called a High Church-
man. But as for thele reafons I
could not give the Church of

G 3 Enoland
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England an exclufive preference,
or think myfelf authoriled to
brand thofe who diffented from
it with the hard names of Schii-
matics and Fanatics; {o on the
other hand, I could not go nto
the oppofite extreme, or fuppole
that a Church in which the L.ord
¢mployed and owned fuch valu-
able men, and had a numerous
{ptritual people, was no Dbetter
than a Babylon, from whence all.
who loved his name and f{alva-
tion, were in duty and conicience

bound to withdraw.
Many books likewife came In

my way written by Divines of the
Church of Scotland. In the
writings of Durham, Fleming,

Haly-
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Halyburton, and others, I found
proofs that they were not infe--
rior in light, holinefs; and a
iound {piritual judgment rto the-
i*r}oﬁ ciinent luminaries of our
own Church, 1In what concerned.
the life: and power of rehgion I-
could perceive no confiderable.
difierence between - them. As.
they were all taught by the fame
Spirit, {o they were all teachers:
of the fame truths. But in their
{entiments vpon Church Govern- .
ment they differed very widely.
‘Wherein they agreed I could fully-
agree with them. Wherein they
differed I was left in the uncer-
tainty of a traveiler who, enquir--
ing his' way of two- perions, 1s-

G 4 sold:
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told by one to turn to the right,
and by the other direltly oppc-
fite, to the left. My Englith
aguides would perfuade me that
the form of the Church trom the
apoftles days was epifcepal. Dy
Scotch cuides were rather more
pofitive that our prelacy was al-
moft equaliy with the papacy, a
branci and a mark of Antichriit.
If I compared the f{ufliciency of
cach to decide for me, I knew not
which to prefer. On both fides
were men of wifdom and grace,
and who I ‘believed would not
wilfully miflead me; on both
fides taey confefled themfelves in
general to be like myfelf, fallible
and lable to miftake., Only in

5 -
(s
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this one point both fides appeared
confident that they could not be
miftaken, and yet their opinions
were not only diverle but contra-
dictory.

The {ulpenfe in which I was
held by thefe incompatible claim-
ants, fent me more readily and at-
tentively to renew my enquiries
amonglt my former friends of
your denomination. By thefe 1
was Inftructed that I need not
trouble myfelf with weighing "and
comparing the arguments which
the knglith and Scotch Churches
had to offer in favour of their re-
fpetive conftitutions, for the
were both equally deftitute of any
foundation in wruth or Scripture.

‘That
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That I had only to read the New
Teftament for myfelf, and it muft
appear very plain, that the Lord
Chrift had not left a concern of
this 1mportance undetermined,
but had direéted his apoftles to
leave 1n their writings a pattern,
according to which it was his

pleafure all his Churches in future

ages fhould be formed. That the
firtt Churches were congrega--
tional or independent, and that
every other plan was unicriptural,
and a prefumptuous deviation

from the declared will of the Lord.
As I had been a debtor to fome.
of #heir writers likewife, and was
perfonaily acquainted with {everal

of their Minifters, their repre-
ientations.
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fentations had fo much weight
with me as to increafe my embar-
rafliment,

My difficulties grew upon me
when 1 found by confulting dif-
ferent independent writers, who
had profefledly treated this fub-
ject, that though they were of one
mind in aflerting that a plain and
fatisfaltory pattern for this con-
gregational order, might be ealily
colleéted and ftated from a peru-
fal of the New Teftament; yet
when they came - to delineate and
defcribe 1t according to their own
1dea, they were far from being
agreed among themfielves, as to the
nature and number of the officers,

powers, and acts, which are ro-
quilite
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quifite to the conftitution and ad-
miniftration o a regularly organ-
ifed Gofpel Church. 1 formerly
employed much time and atten-
tion in this dilquifition ; but not
having for many ycars paft re-
viewed a controverfy which I
think rather dry and unintereft-
ing, I cannot from memory enter
into a detail of particulars.  Nor
1s 1t needful. Of the faé&, 1
think I may be cenfident, that
there 1s not fuch an agreement
amongf{t them, as might be ex-
pected, 1f the plan from which
they all profefs to copy was clearly
and exprefsly revealed in the
New "Teftament, as obligatory
upon ail Chriftians, Here I was

at



[ 93 ]

at a lofs aguin; for if I could
have admitted their principle,
‘That every circumfitance of wor-
{hip and government 1n a Church
ought to have the warrant of a
precept or a precedent from the
Scripture 3 ftill I needed help to
digeft and put together the fe-
veral regulations which were dif-
perfed in fo many different parts
of the Gofpels and Epiftles, for ]
found mylelf unable to frame the
detached materials into one or-
derly ftructure by my own fkill.
But when they who profefled to
have the hght which I wanted,
were themielves divided upon the
point, I was precluded from the
hope of any certain afliftance;

2 fo¥
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for as to probabilities and con-
jeCures, I might as well depend
upon my own, as upon thofe of

another.
Nor was this the whole of my

difficulty. 1 was honeftly adviled
to read and examine for myfelf.

I did fo, and it appeared to me by
comparing what I read with what

I faw, that the Independants
could not, at leaft, did not keep
clofely to their own principles. 1
thought 1 met with ufages 1n the
Churches planted by the apofitles,
which did not obtain 1n any of
the congregational Churches I was
acquainted “with. And on the
other hand, I noticed fome ufages

among thefe of which I could find
no
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no traces in the inipired account
we have of the Primitive Churches:
Permit me, by way of fpecimen,
to mention one I1nftance 1n each
kind. Ifit was necefiary I could
mention {everal, bur I with not to

be tedious.
The Apoftle Paul addrefles the

Corinthians as a Church of Chrift,
and we have from him a larger
and more particular account of
the practices of their Church than
of any other, In c¢h. xiv. of his
Firft Epiftle, after cenfuring and
corre¢ting fome  improprieties
which had obtained in their pub-
lic aflemblies, he gives them this
direction. Let the prophets [peak

- two or three, -and let the other
Judge.

5
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judge. If any thing be revealed to
another that fitteth by, let the firft
bold his peace. For ye may all
propbecy one by ome, that all may
learn, and all may be comforted.
The general practice of congrega-
tional Churches 1n our time,
feems not to comply with this
apoftolic injunction. I think, my
friend, 1n your aflemblies, efpe-
cially in your folemn ftated wor-
fhip on the Lord’s-day, there is
feldom more than one {peaker.
The {fame Minifter who preaches,
ufually begins and ends the fer-
vice. Should 1t be pleaded that
the apoftle {peaks of prophefying,
and evidently fuppofes that the
Church of Corinth was favoured

with
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with extraordinary gifts and reve-
lations which are now ceafed, and
that therefore the rule cannot 1n
that refpeét extend to usj; 1 have
two an{wers to make.

In the firft place, though we
do not expeét extraordinary reve-
lations, we have encouragement
to hope for the prefence of our
Saviour, and the gracious i1nflu-
-ences of his Spirit, when we meet
in his name, {ufficient to enable
us to {peak to his praile, and to
the edification and comfort of our
brethren, if not in foreign
tongues, at lealt 1 our own.
And it is probable that you have
more than once been a hearcr in
a public affembly, when your

i heart
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heart has been fo warmed and 1m-
prefled with the truths of the
Gofpel, that you would not have
been unwilling to have afcended

the pulpit yourfelf, either to con-

firm or correét what you had been
hearing, or to indulge the liberty
you found 1n your mind upon
jome other important {ubject.
Perhaps {fomething was 2hen re-
vecled to yewu,-which might have
been very fultable to the occa-
fion, and to the ftate of the con-
gregatlon. \Vl;y did you not
then declare 11?2 Why did you
negleét to itir up the gift of God
that was in you? Would it have
been contrary to the cuftom of

your Churches ¢ But would you
not
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not 'upon your principles, have
been juftified by the cuftom of a
New Teftament Church, and the
1njunétion of an apoftle ?

But, {econdly, and chicfly, I
anfwer, If it be admitted thar be-
caufe the Primitive Churches had
extraordinary gifts, there arc fome
things 1n their practice, which are
not proper for our * imitation, who
have not the fame gifts; then I
quite give up the hopeof being able
to determine the exaét and invari-
able form of a Church, by fuch
lights as the Acts of the Apoftles,
and their Epiiftles afford me; un-
lefs fome man or fet of men be

See Neale’s Hiftory of the Puritans,
Vol, I. page 379. Second edition, 173z.

H 2 qua-
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qualified and commiffioned to
draw the line for me, and to thew
me diftinctly how far, and in what
inftances, the {tate of the firft
Chriftians 1s limited from being a
pattern to us, by the extraordi-
nary difpenfations of that age;
and how far, and in what cafes,
their pattern 1s binding upon us
ftill, notwithftanding thofe dif-
penfations have long fince ceafed.
To be diretted to ftudy thefe
Churches as a model, and to be
told at the fame time, that {fome
parts of their practice were not
defigned for the imitation of fu-
ture ages, without diftinétly fpe-
citying which were, and which

were not, 1s rather the way to
perplex
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perplex and bewilder an enquirer,
than to help him to information.
Upon this ground though I might
refufe to truft the aflumed 1infal-
libility of the Pope, I mult feel
the need of an infallible vifible
guide to reflide fomewhere in the
Church, feor without fuch aflit-
tance I could not take a fingle
ftep with certainty, but muft be
liable to {tumble at the wvery
threfhold of my enquiry. )

I think 1t 15 the ufual praétice
in your Churches to require fromi
all perfons, who with to be ad-
mitted 1nto your comununion, an
account, either verbal or written,
of what is called their experience ;

1n which not only a declaration of
IS their
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their faith in the Lord Jefus, and
their purpofe, by grace, to de-
vote themfelves to him is expeclt-
ed, but likewife a recital of the
ftcps by which they were led 1o a
knowledge and profeffion of the
Gofpel. 1 {elect this as one 1n-
{ftance 1n which I conceive you
have neither precept nor prece-
dent 1n the Scripture for your

warrant. A profefiion of faith 1n
the Lord Jefus Chrift, of accep-
tance of him and {ubmiffion to
him 1n his offices and charadicers,
fupported by the evidence of a
Goipel Converfation, fhould, 1
apprehend, be deemed {uflicient
to cntitle a perfon to Church-
memberfhip 3 and  efpecially by

thofe
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thofe who fo loudly infift updn the
evil of fuper-adding any regula-
tions to thofe which are already
provided by our Lord and his
apoftles.  The authority which
makes it a pre-requifite for ad-
miflion, that a perfon fhall relate
how and when he was awakened,
what exercifes of mind he has
pafled through, and other parti-
culars of a like nature, appears
to me to be as merely human, as
the authority which preicribes the
canons of an eftablifhed Church.
If the praétice be defenfible; it
mufl be on the plca of expediency.
It is not my prefent bufinels to
enquire how far it may be expe-
dient for young converts, for

H 4 young
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young perfons, efpecially for
young women, to be compelled
to ipeak before a public aflem-
bly ; or if that be difpenied with
for the fake of other interfer-
ing expediencies, how far 1t is
expedient to truit to a written €X-
perience : otherwife I could fay
a good deal vpon this head. But
it 1s {ufficient for my purpofe, 1f
no thadow of this practice can be
found in the New Teftament.
On the contrary, I read that when
Saul, after he efcaped from Da-
mafcus, effayed to join himfelf to
the difciples, it was Barnabas, and
not * Saul himfelf, who informed
them both of his converfion, and

* See Dr, Guyfe on Afts 1x, 27.-
| of



[ ro5 ]

of the extraordinary manner In
which 1t was effeéted, fubjoining
a teftimony of his condudlt from
the time he had profefied a
change. But if expediency may
warrant a meafure I your
Churches, not exprelsly com-
manded, why not likewife 1in ours?
Be it either right or wrong in one
cafe, 1t muft be fo in- both, And
therefore my remark on this par-
ticular will at leaft have the force
of argumentum ad bominem.

I am afraid I fhall weary you
by only giving a brief account of
the long and intricate road which

I travelled, to dilcover, 1f L
could, the beft confticuted Church.

Eut I muit intreat your patience a
little
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little longer, till I bring you to the
end of my journey. It may be
neceflary to inform fome of my
readers, though not you, that a
confiderable part of the congrega-
tional Churches differ from the
reft, with refpett to the mode and
fubjects of baptifim. At the time
when my thoughts were molt en-
caged about Church-order, 1
Iived 1n intimate habits of friend-
fhip with {everal Baprifts, who were
very willing to affift me in fettling
my judgment. Thefe, though
they would have been pleafed to
fee me yield to the arguments of

their Pcedo-baptit Dbrethren,
would not be fatisfied that I fhould
ftop where they ftopped. They

urged
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~urged Scripture precepts and pre-
cedents to lead me farther; and
{aid, that none of the congrega-
tional Churches but their own
were agrceable to the mind of
Chrift.  They rtold me that
though I fhould acknowledge and
embrace the congregational order,
which undoubtedly was the only
one countenanced by. Scripture,
11l I could not be right till I had
renounced what I called the bap-
tfm 1 kad réceived in my in-
fancy, and {ubmitted (as they
termea 1it) to baptifm by immer-
fion, to which I was bound not
‘only by the praétice of the Primi-
tive Church, but by the example

of our Lord himifelf, who, when
- he
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he was baptized, faid for our in-

ftruction, Thus it becometh us to

fulfil all righteoufnefs.
I own, Sir, thatif I had feen it
my duty to accede to the Church

order of the Independents, I know
not but their principles would

have led me from them again, to
join with the Baptifts. How they,

who, maintaining infant-baptifm,
preils Scripture precedent fo flrong-
ly upon me, anfwer the Baptifts,
who in this point prefs it as {trong-
ly upon themfelves, is not my con-
cern. 1 did not ftand upon the
fame ground, and therefore the
arcuments of the Baptifts did not
much affe¢t me. I thought the

example of cur Lord pleaded- as
much
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much for circumcifion as for bap-
tifm. 1 queftioned whether 1, a
poor finner, had any call to 1mi-
tate him in thofe things which 1t
became him as our furety to per-
form, in order ro fulfi! &ll righ-
teoufnefs. It appeared to me that
John’s Baptifm and the Chrii-
tian Baptilin were different, and
though the Baptifts affured me
that they were the fame, 1 was
not convinced. 1 thought they
were plainly diftinguithed in Acdts
xix. 2—4. and I was grieved by
the attempts of fome wife and
cood men to wreit a fenfe from
that paflage,fo contrary to its plain
and obvious meaning, merely to

fupport a favourite {cheme. And
as
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as the form of Chriftian baptiim
15 laid down in exprefls words,
Matt, xxvii. 19. I muft con-
tinue to think i1t different from the
baptiim of John, till I can have
{ufficient proof that John baptiz-
ed our Saviour in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghott.
1 found likewife that the Bap-

tifts, though unanimous againft

us, and even againft thofe, who
In every point but one agree with
them, were divided among them-
felves. Some of them, while
they prachife what zbey think a
duty, do not fo peremptorily
prelcribe 1t to others, as to make
it an indifpenfable term of com-

munion i
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munion ; but they will receive a
perfon as a Church-member whom
they judge to be found in the
faith, and of a good converfa-
tion, though they confider him in
ftrictnefs of {peech as unbaptized.

But others are much hurt by this

conceflfion, and bear teftimony
againft it as unfcriptural and

wrong. Zheir views are {o firict,
that if they certainly knew that a
perfon who wifhed to communi-
cate with them, was the moit
eminent Chriftian in the land; un-
lefs he was likewife baptized in
their manner, they could not,
they durft not admit him to the
L.ord’s table, to eat of that bread

and to drink of that cup which 1s
by
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by his command and appointment,
the privilege and portion of all
believers. This  difference  of
judement between them has been
thought fo 1mportant, that the
reafons for and againit, and their
mmutual cendures of each other,
have been laid before the public,
by cood men on each {ide of the
queltion.

Now, my dear friend, upon
this ftate of the cafe, what could
I do? 1 had reviewed and com-
pared the fentiments of a number
of refpectable writers and Minif-
ters of different names. In effen-
tials I agreed with them all, and in
circumftantuals I differed no more
from any of them, than they

differed
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differed among themielves. They
all confefled they were fallible,
yet they all decided with an air of

infallibility.  For they all 1n
their turns expected me to unite
with them, if I had any regard
to the authority and honour of the
Lord Jefus as head of the Church.
But the very confideration they
propofed reftrained me irom unit-
ing with any of them. For I
~ cannot think that I fheuld honour
the head-fhip and kingly office ot
Chrift, by acknowledging him as
the head of a party and {ub-divi-
fion of his people to the exclu-
fion of the reft. Every party ufes

fair founding words of liberty,
but when an explanation 1s made,

1 1t
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it amounts to little more than
this—that they will give me
Liberty to think as they think,

and to alt as they alt; which to
me, who claim the {fame right of

thinking for myfelf, and of alt-
ing according to the diftates of
my own conicience, 1s no liberty
at all. I therefore came to {uch
conclufions as thefe—that I would
love them all—that I would hold
a friendly intercourfe with them
all, {o far as they thould providen-
tially come 1n my way ; but that
I would ftand faft in the liberty
with which Chrift had made me
free; and call none of them
mafter in fine, that if others

fought to honour him by laying a
great
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areat ftrefs on matters of doubt-
ful difputation; my way of ho-
nouring him fhould be by endea-
vouring to fhew that his kingdom
1s not of this world, nor confiils
in meats and drinks, 1n pleading
for forms and parties, but in
righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghoft; and that neither
circumcifion is any thing, nor
uncircumcifion, but a new crea-
ture, and the faith which werk-
eth by love. 'There was a tune
when 1 could' have joined with
the ‘Diﬂ'enters, if the Providence
of God had opened my way to
them; but farther experience and
obfervation have fo far altered my

judgment, that had I my choice
- 12 to
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to make again, 1t {feems to me,
that I could no more officiate as a

IMinifter among any people who

infift upon other terms of commu-
nion than thoile which our Lord

has appointed, faith and holi-
nefs, than I could {ubicribe to
the dogmas of the Council of
Trent. My regard to his honour
will not allow me to exclude any,
whom 1 believe he has been pleaf-
ed to receive. Thus much for
the firft reafon of my conformity.
Yet in juftice to the Noncon-
tormifts I muft add, that 1if I
wilhed to avail mylelt of the {anc-
tion of great names, I could men-
tion fome among them, who if

they were now living, I am per-
fuaded
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fuaded would not blame me for
conforming, though they could
not in confcience do it themfelves.
Particularly I judge thus (from
many of his writings) of the truly
great Mr. Howe, whofe praife is
in all the Churches.

I am fincerely Yours—

I 3 LET-
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L ETTUE R 1V.

My dear {riend and brother,

HAVE given you the chief

Realon why I am not a Dif.
fenter. And it appears to me a
fuffieient one, though I could al-
ficn no other. I have, however,
two or three more to offer you,
but I hope to comprife them all
within the compafs of this Letter.
For indeed I begin to be weary
of a fubjeét which is not quite
fuitable to my tafte and inclina-
tion. But it feems not unfeafon-

able, and I hope may not be un-
ufeful
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ufeful to thew you that the pre-
ference I have given to tihe Church
of England, 1s not the effeét etther

of 1inconfideration or prejudice.
My {fecond Reafon for not be-

ing a Difienter 1s, Because 1
HIGHLY VALUE THE RIGHT OF
PRIVATE JUDGMENT, AND MY
LIBERTY AS A MAN AND A4S
A Curistian., Here agamn 1
think we are agreed in prin-
ciple. You rejoice in the name
of a Proteftant Diflenter, as let-
ting you free from the fhackles
and impofitions of men ; and pro-
bably think of me and my bre-
thren in the eftablifhment, with a
degree of friendly pity ; taking it
for granted that the engagements

I 4 we
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we are under hold us in a painful
ftate of fubjeétion and bondage,
from which you charitably with to
fee us releafed.

We are obliced to perfons of
vour candid difpofition for your
{fympathy and good wifhes; and
we repay you in kind. As we
cannot think exadtly alike, this
feems the beft method we can
take. Harfh cenfures and angry
difputations, would be unbecom-
ing our profcflion, and hurtful to
our {pirits; but 1t can do us no
harm to pity and pray for each
other. Perhaps you are ready to
ey, ¢ Ycu would furely pity me
“ if you knew all my inward

“ and outward trials, but you
‘¢ nced
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““ need not pity me for being 2
<« Diflenter, becaufe I account 1t
‘““ my great privilege.” 1 may
fay the fame with the alteration of
one word. If you knew the evils
which I feel within, and the
{nares and difficulties which befet
me from without, you would
pity me indeed. But that I ex-
ercife my miniftry 1n the Church
of England appears to me, as
things {tand, to be rather a {ub-

ject for congratulation than com-
paffion. I cannot become a Dii-

enter till T am weary of my li-
berty.  If you pleafe we will com-
pare notes upon this head.

Let me firft {peak of the re-

ftraints <we are under. I am
bound,
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bound, by my fubfcription, to the
forms and rubric of the Common-
prayér; but my fubicription was
really ex gnimo. approve the {er-
vice, and thercfore it is no ! urden
to me to ufe 1t. I do notconfider
it as fauitlefs, nor can [ jubfcribe
to any bock ¢f human compofi-
tion 1n the fumc abfolute munner
as I would to the Bible. But by
aflenting to our Church-rirual 1
oive up lefs of my own private
judgment for the fake of peace,
than 1 fhould by tf;pouﬁng the
rules and praétices of any D fient-
ing Churches I am acquainted
with. Again, having zccepted a
defignaticn to the cure of fouls,
my public miniltry is thereby

confined
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confined to Parifh Churches, and
I cannot, confiftently with what I
concelve to be the import of my
voluntary engagements, preach at
random and 1n all places without
referve.  But this is no reftraint
upon my confcience. While I
have the examples of our Lord
and his Apoitles in my view I
cannot doubt the lawfulnefs of
preaching on mountains or plains,
in market-places, or on the fea-
fhore. But things 1n themiclves
lawful are not-always or to all
perfons expedient. 1 approve of
parochial order. 1 interfere not
with the conduét of others, but

believe it 1s upon the whole beft

for me to confine myfelf to the
duties
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duties of my own charge, and to
{uch opportunities of preaching
1n parochial pulpits as may occa-
fionally offer. Between the one
and the other 1 have {ufficient
employment. And though the
Bifhop who ordamned me laid me
under no reftri¢tions, I would not
have applied to him for ordination,
if I had not been previoufly de-
termined to fubmit to his autho-
rity and to the rules of the Church.
I thought and f{till think it my
duty to preferve a confiftency of
charallter, for I was not ordained
‘to be an Apoftle or Evangehft,
to ipread the Gofipel throughout a
kingdom, but to take care of the

particular flock committed to. my
charge.
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charge. But 1 need not enlarge
upon this point, as I think the
Diflfenters do not i1n general by
their pradtice countenance what
we call 1rregularity, but are al-
moft as feldom {een preaclﬁng n

the ficlds or by the way-fides, as
the moft regular of our Clergy s

though they cannot plead our
reafons for not doing it, and are

certainly not reftrained either by

the precepts or precedents of the
New Teltament.

Nor am I under any difagree-

able conftraint from my fuperiors
in the Church. The Archdeacon

in his diftri¢t, and the Bifhop in
his diocefe, hold their refpeétive
vifitations. Theformer annually,

the
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the latter once in three years ; at
thefe vifitations the Clergy (efpe-
cially in the country) are expeét-
ed to attend. On thefé cccafions
we aniwer to our names, hear a
fermon or a charge, and ufually
dine together. ‘There 1s nothing
pamful to me i paying thefe
tckens of refpeét to my acknow-
ledged fuperiors, and recelving
marks of civility from them. At
all other times, while we keep
within the Iimits which 1 have al-
ready told you 1 {ubfcribed and
confented to ex ammo, we {carcely
know, atleaft we do not feel that
we have any {upericrs. So far as
I am concerned, 1 have reafon to

acknowledge that the adminiftra-
tion
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tien of our Church-government is
gentle and liberal. I have from
the firlt preached iny fentiments
with the greateft freedom, I al-
ways acted 1n the parifhes which I
have {erved according to my own
judgment ; and I have done fome
things which have not the fanc-
ticn of general cuftom; but I
never met with the {fmalleft check,
interference, or mark of difplea-
fure from any of my fuperi(;rs in
the Church, to this hour. Such
are my reftrants, and fuch i1s my
Iiberty. 1 am bound by no regu-
lations but what I myfelf ap-
prove ; and within thef{e bounda-
ries I do as I pleafe, no man for-
bidding or controling me.

2 Indeed
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Indeed 1 have often thought

that I have as good a right to the
name of Independent as yourfelf.
Neither you nor I would affume
it to the prejudice of our depen-
dence upon our L.ord and Sa-
viour ; and with refpect to the in-
fluence of men, perhaps we have
the advantage of you. 1 think
we are more 1ndependent of our
brethren, and more 1independent
of our people.

Though according to your plan
every particular Church 1s called
Independent, as poflefling and
exercifing every kind of Church
power within itfelf, and not fubject

to the control of any other Chriftian
fociety ; yet condidering you as a

body,
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body, or (according to tie mo-
dern phrafe) an Interefs, there is
a kind of union and affociation
among your Minilters, which
has a greater effeét than fome
people are aware of, and which I
apprehend may in fome inftances
be rather unfriendly to the liberty
you fo highly prize. Some of
your Minifters, from their {ituation
or connection, have more influence
than others. 'They have oppor-
tunities of affifting poorer Mi-
nifters, and aré€ 1 fuppofe 1n many
cafes the judges whether they
fhall be afiifted or not, and how
far. They who beft know human
nature, are beft qualified to judge
how far the profefled indepen-

K dence
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dencé of your Churches may be
abated by this influence of con-
nection ; and whether the weight
of a Becard of Minifters may not
be occaficnally felt by thofe who
pity us for being fubordinate to a
Bench of Bithops. 1 own, [ have
upon {ome occafions been led to
compare your Minifters to a com-
pany of loldiers in their exerciie;
where every one mulft move 1n a
prefcribed line, keep the {ame
pace, and make the .like motions
with the reft, on pain of being
treated as refractory. Minifters
in the eftablifhment know nothing
of thefe reltraints. We are con-
neted 1n love, but not upon
jyftem. We profefs the fame

leading
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leading principles and aims, but
each one acts f{ingly and indivi-
dually for himielf.

I think we are likewife more
independent of our people. The
conftitution of your Churches,
which you {uppole the only one
agreeable to the Scripture, ap-
pears to me faulty, 1n giving a
creater power to the people than
the Scripture authorizes. “There
15 doubtlefs-a {fenfe 1n which Mi-
nifters are not only the fervants of
the Lord, but for his fake, the
{fervants of the Churches; but 1t
is a fervice which implies rule,
and is entitled to refpect. Thus
the Apoftle fays, Obey them that
have the rule over you, Their

K 2 office
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office 1s that of a fteward, who is
neither to lord it over the houfe-
hold, nor to be entirely under
fubjection to 1t, but to fuperin-
tend and provide for the family.
Scriptural regulations are wifely
and gracioufly adapted to our
ftate of infirmity, but I think
the power which the people with
you claim and attempt to exer-
cife 1s not fo. Many of them,
though truly gracious perfons,
may notwithiftanding, from their
fituation in life, their want of
education, and the narrowneis of
their views, be very incapable of
'government; yet when a number
of {fuch are affociated according

to your plan, under the honour-
able
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able title of a Church of Chrift,
they acquire a great importance.
Almoft every individual conceives
himielf qualified to judge and to
guide the Minifter; to {ift and
fcrutinize his expreffions, and te
tell him how and what he cught to
preach. But the poorer part of
your flocks are not always the
moft troublefome. Lhe rich can
contribute mofit to the M:inifter’s
fupport, who 1s ofien entirely de-
pendant upon his people for a
maintenance 3 their riches like-
wife give them {ome additional
weight and influence in the
Church ; and the ofiicers whom
you call the Deacons are ufually

chofen from among the more
K 3 wealthy..
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K 2 wealthy,.
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wealthy. But it is not always
found that the moft wealthy
Church-members are the moft
eminent either for grace or wif-

dom. We may be rather {fure,
that riches, if the pofieffors are not

proportionably humble and {pi-
ritual, have a direct tendency to
nourifh the worms of {elf-con-
ceit, and felf-will. Such perfons
expelt to be confulted, and that
their judgment fhall be followed.
‘The preaching muit be {fuited to
their tafte and fentiment, and if
any thing is either enforced or
- cenfured which bears hard upon
their conduét, they think them-
felves 1il-treated.  Although a
faithful Minifter, 1n his better

hours,
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hours, difldains the thought of
complying with the caprice of his
hearers, or conniving at their
faults 3  yet human nature 1s
wealk, and 1t muft be allowed,
that in fuch circumftances he

{tands in a ftate of temptation.
And 1if he has grace to maintain
his integrity, yet it 1s painful and
difficult to be obliged frequently
to difpleafe thofe on whom we de-
pend, and who in fome other ref-

pects may be our beit friends and
benefaétors. 1 can truly fay thac

my heart has been grieved for the
oppofition, neglect, and unkind-
nefs which fome wvaluable men
ammong you have to my know-
ledge met with, from thofe who

K 4 ought
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ought to have efteemed thenr
very highly for their work {ake.
The effeéts of this {upreme
power lodged in the people, and
of the unfanttified {pirit in which
1t has been exerciled, have been
often vifible in the divifions and
fubdivifions which bave crumbled
large {ocieties into feparate hand-
fuls, if I may {o {peak. And to
this I am afraid, rather than to
the {pread of a work of grace,
may be afcribed in many in-
{tances, the'great increafe of the
number of your Churches, of late
years. Now in the eftablifhment
we know but hittle of thefe diffi-
culties : We are not fo much at the

IMErcy of our hearers for our fub-
fiftence -
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fiftence 3 and though we probabiy-
preach to {fome who are wifer and
better, as well as richer than our-
{felves, we have no hearers whe
affume a right to diret us, or
whom we fhould fland in fear of
if they did. For my own part,
i wilh to have a {pirit willing to
profit by a hint even from a
child, and to pay attention to the
advice of any perfon who f{peaks

to me 1n Jove, and in- a right
temper. But humble loving
Chriftians are more difpofed to

find fault with themielves than
with their Minifter, and to re-
ceive nftruction than to offer it,
But fhould a conformiit to the

world, or a zealot for a party
expect



[ 138 ]

expect me to accommodate my
preaching to his praétice, or to
his Shibboleth, I could give him
an anfwer without being afraid of
confequences.

I may add, that I apprehend
we have more liberty with refpe&t
to our pulpits, At leaft I re-
member to have heard {ermons
from fome of your pulpits, the
ftrain of which has been fo very
different from the profefied {fenti-
ments of the proper Paftor of the
Church, that 1 have thought to
myfelf, How came this Minifter
to preach in this place? Upon
enquiry I have found at one time,
that the Gentleman belonged to

the conneé?ion; at another, that
he



. 139 ]

he was afked to preach at the de-
{ire of a principal perfon in the
Church or Congregation, who it
{feems approved him, though I
was perfuaded the Paftor did
"ot

I efteem 1t likewile a branch of
my Chriftian hiberty, that I can
hear whom 1 .plcafe, and form
what  acquaintance I pleale,
among the various denominations
of Chriftians, without being call-
ed to account for 1t. 1 hope the
Diflenters are likewife growing
more 1nto this liberty. How-
ever, as 1 know {ome arﬁong your
people who would willingly hear
us occaflionally, were they not
afraid of their Minifters; fo I

know



[ 140 ]
know {ome of your Minifters
who would be willing to hear us, .
but do not, becaufe they are

afraid of their people.
‘Thus much (though more

rhight be faid) by way of com-
paring our advantages in point of.
hiberty. 1 am well pleafed with
my lot; if you are equally pleafed
with yours I am glad of 1t. 1
write only on the defenfive, I
neither expeft nor with to alter
your views. Enjoy your liberty;
only allow me to enjoy and be
thankful for mine.

I have now acquainted you with
my two principal reafons for not
being a Diflenter. The firft con-

cerned my confcience. For though
iy
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“my regard to the authority of the
great Lord and Lawgiver of the
‘Church did not direttly oblige me
to unite with the eftablifhment, it
-difcouraged me from uniting with
any of the parties, who pretended
an exclufive right from Him to
-enforce their own  particular
Church forms. When conicience
did not interfere, my {econd rea-
{fon, though rather of a pruden-
tial kind, was of confiderable
-weight with me. I loved liberty,
and therefore gave a preference
to the Church of England, be-
lieving I might in that fitvauon
exercife my Miniftry with the
moft freedom. I have made the

experiment, and have ne reafon
o
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to repent of it. Thefe points be-
ing cleared, my way was open to
attend to another confideration
which had a farther influence in
dermining my mind. ‘This, I am
about to offer to you as a third
reafon for my being where I am
— THE PROBABILITY OF GREATER
USEFULNESS. T'his probability as
to myfclf and to others who can
conform with a good confcience,
leemed to lie on rthe {ide of the
eftablifhment upon {feveral ac-
counts.

1. Great multitudes in  this
Chriftian nation (fo called) are

grofsly ignorant of the firt prin-
ciples of Religion, inattentive to
the worth and welfare of their

fouls,
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{ouls, and lamentably deftitute of
the proper means of inftruétion.
I hoped for opportunities in the
eftablithment of preaching to
many who could not hear the
Diffenters. T he children of God,
known to himielf, are {cattered
abroad, far and wide. And as
faith more ufually comes by hear-
ing, I admire his condeiceniion
and goodnefs i1n permitting his
Minifters to think differently on
fome external points, that they
" may with an upright heart {ferve
him in the dificrent departments
of his vineyard. They who are
Diffenters upon principle, would
act againft their judgments and
confciences, were they to con-

form
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form for the f{ake of ufefulnefs.

I am well content that they
fhould remain as they are. But it
has proved 2 mercy to thoufands,
that all, who are called and qua-
lified to preach the Golipel, are
not like-minded 1n this refpect.

2. The {pirit of bigotry and
prejudice 1s too prevalent on all
fides. As there are Diffenters
who would think 1t firful to be
feen within the walls of a
Church ; -fo there are other per-
fons who place a principal part of

their religion in an ignorant at-
tachment to our forms, -and could

not eafily be prevailed upon to
enter within the doors of a Meet-

ing-houfe. But thetr prepoficflion

5 113
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in favour of our Churches gives
the Minifter who can confcien-
tioufly meet them there a great
advantage ad kowminen, by con-
firming the truths of the Gofpel
(which when firft declared are
generally difliked and oppofed)
from the tenor of our Liturgy and
Articles, to which they profels
fome regard. A large part of our
auditories, efpecially 1n  places
where the Gofpel 1s confidered as
a novelty, confifts of per?ons of
this defcription. But the lL.ord
has been pleifed 1n very many in-
ftances to honour our {ervice
among({t them with lhis bleffling.
By the power of his Spirit the
truth. 1s made manifeft to their

1. hearts,
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hearts, they are turned from dark-
nefs to light, and from the
bondage of fin, to ferve the hLv-
ing God. Then their former
prejudices {ubfide 3 infomuch that
many, who once defpifed and
hated the Diffenters, have been
afterwards perfuaded to join with
them. 'The Diffentng Intereft
would probably have been much
weaker than i1t 1s at prefent, if it
had not been {trengthened by the
acceflion of many Church-mem-
bers, and more than a few of
yvour Teachers and Paftors, wio
‘had no inclination to hear your
Minifters, untl they were firft
‘awakened under ours. The

words of our I.ord may in this

{fenfe
i
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icnfe be applied to many of your
Churches, Other men laboured,
and ye have entered into the
fruits of their labours, The aim
of my Miniftry, 1 truft, is not
to promote the interefts of a par-
ty, but to win fouls for Chnit.
We have however the comfort to
find that a number arc not only
called but edified and eftablifhed
by the blefling of God on our
preaching ; and thact many of the
moft judicious and ipiritual of
our people, are proof againit the
infinuations which prevail on fome
to forfake the Church of England,
1n hopes of enjoying a purer and
more acceptable worlhip among
the Diffenters.  As to thofe who co

1.2 Jeave
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leave us, if they are truly bene-
fited, if they really grow in grace,
and 1n the knowledge of our
l.ord, in humility, meeknefs, be-
nevolence, and deadnefs to the
world, more among youw, than
they would have done amongflt
us, I can fincerely rejoice. But
I think your brethren have no
juft reafon to be either difpleafed
or forry, that God has raifed up
Minifters to preach to thou-
lands, to whom they would never
have had accefs.

3. I {aw likewife that the Lord
had been pleajed of late years to

return by the power of his Spirit
to the Church of England, which

I believe many Diffenters thought
5 he
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fie had fo utterly forfaken that he
would return no more. ‘This
leads me to a tender point, and I
wifh to touch upon 1t with great
tendernefs. We have none of us
any thing to boaft of, Our
warmeft exertions in the fervice
of fuch a Maiter, are far tod
cold; and our greateft {fuccefs
falls very fhort of what we ought
to pray for. 'We preach no other
Goipel than you do. We love
and refpet many of your Minif-
ters, for their knowledge, piety,
and exemplary converfation. - But
I believe you will allow that the
general ftate of your Churches at
prefent, 1s not {o lively and flou-
rifhing as it was in the days of

1. 2 the

.
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the old Nonconformifts, I be-
lieve the beft of your people were
long ago f{enfible of a decline,
that they fincerely lamented it,
and earneltly prayed for a revi-
val, Their prayers were at length
anfwered, but not 1in the way
they expected. A great and
{preading revival of Religion took
place, but the inftruments were
not Diflenters. At the time when
I was ordained there was a confi-
derable number of regular paro-
chial Minifters who preached the
doétrines of the Reformation,
The number has been greatly 1n-
creafed fince, and is {till increaf-
ing. I could not but judge, that
the Lord’s prefence with his word

1n
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in awakening f{inners, and 1n ap-
plying 1t with power to the heart,
was more evident and firitking on
this {ide, than on yours. Not
becaufe we are better than you;
but becaufe the work with us 1s
rather new, whereas amonglt you
it 1s of an older date. ‘The
hiftory of the Church of God and
of human nature mn paft ages,
tcaches us to expelt that revivals
of Religion will feldom ftand
long at their primitive heighe,
buc will gradually fubfide and de-
generate till " things return in a
courfe of time nearly to their
former ftate: though a name,
peraaps firft mmpofed as a ftigma
by the world, and a form, which

-l-J 44 "1 Ied
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owed all 1ts value to the Spiric
that once enlivened it, may ftill
remain. I wifh I could affirm
that none who were otherwiie
competent judges of a revival,
have been prevented by their pre-
poffeflions from rejoicing in what
God has wrought amongit us.
But I fear 1t has been otherwife,
and that a fpirit of prejudice and
party difcovered itfelf upon the
occzfion, which proved hurtful
to fome good men. When 1
think of the abilities and cha-
raters of fome Diflenting Mi-
nifters, I cannot but afcribe the
intle wviflible {uccefs they meet
with, in {fome meaifure to their
unwillingnefs to acknowledge a

* WOrK
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work of God in which they
themfelves were not employed.
T heir exceptions were not wholly
oroundlefs : A lively zeal for the

glory of God and the good of
fouls, 1n perfons whofe judg-

ments were not fully ripened by
obfervation and experience, did
not fecure them from incidental
miftakes and blemifhes. Thefe
were eafily {een and eagerly no-
ticed. A defire of being free
tfrom the leatt {uipicion of giving
countenance to the unguarded,
though well. meant f{allics of ac-
tive fpirits, {feems to have led
fome of your Minifters into a con-
trary extreme; and their public
difcourfes, though {folid and ju-

| dicious
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dicious compofitions, loft that
animation in delivery, which 1s in
fome decgree necefiary to engage
attention, and to keep up an au-
ditory. Thus, while preachers
much inferior to them for learn-
ing and general knowledge 1n di-
vinity have had crowded afiem-
blies, the pleafure with which I
have heard fome c¢f your moft
eminent Minifters, has been often
abated by obferving that the num-
ber of the hcarers has been much
fmaller than the number of pews
in the place. I muft therefore
confefs that one confideration
which deterred me from joining the
Diflenters was, a fear left the love

of peace, and a temper rather
com-
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compliant, might infenfibly be-
tray me€ 1nto  an overcautious
{pirir, damp my zeal, or divert
it 1nto a wrong channel, and
thereby prevent the {fuceefs at
which I aimed. I rather chofe to
unite with thofe people whom I
thought the moft likely to main-
tain and encourage what little
tervour I poffefled; and where 1
law the moft evident tokens of a
power from on high accompany-
ing the public miniftrations. And
as I had my reafons likewife for
not being an 1tinerant, a regular
and ftated charge in the Eftablifh-

ed Church engaged my pre-
ference.

My
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My fourth reafon (the laft I
think it neceflfary to mention)
being rather a point of experience,
muft depend chiefly upon my
own teftimony, and therefore I
need not enlarge much upon It.
Superadded however to thofe
which 1 have already {tated, it
oreatly contributed to give full

fatisfaction to my mind : I mean,
the proofs I had, that the Lord

BY THE OPENINGS AND LEAD=

INGS OF HIs PROVIDENCE, point-
ed out to me the f{ituation 1n

which I was to {erve him. The

firft explicit notice I gave of my
defire to enter the Miniftry, was

to an intimate friend in your de-

nomination, nearly fix years Dbe-
fore
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fore I was ordained. In the
courfe of this interval I made and
I received a variety of applica-
tions and propofals, but every
thing failed, and every door by
which I fought admiffion remained
fhut againft me. 1 have already
obferved that this ftate of {ufpenfe
gave me lelfure to examine the
fubject of Church government
more clofely, and that the reful:
of my diiquifitions was the gra-
dual and at length the complete
removal of the difficulties and

exceptions I had at firft haftily im-
bibed againft the eftablifhment.
At length the L.ord’s time came
then obftacles apparently infur-
mountable f{uddenly and unex-

pectedly
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pectedly difappeared. Thenllearnt
the realon of former difappoint-
ments. My way had been mer-
cifully hedged up with thorns,
to prevent me from taking ‘a
wrong courfe, and to keep me
waiting until the place and fer-
vice of his own appointment,
were prepared and ready for mie.
The coincidence of many circum-
ftances - which I cannot explain to
another, gave me a very com-
tortable {fenfe of the Lord’s gui-
dance. I received ordination in
the Church of England with a
WAHPaQOpLedy with wind and tide
(if T may fo {peak) in my fa-
vour, with the moft pleafing dii-
pofition cf outward events, and
the

F
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the moft aflured perfuafion in my
own mind, that I was following
the call, and doing the will of
God ; of which I had at that
time lictle more doubt than 1if an
angel had been fent from Heaven
to tell me fo. Nor have 1 heli-
tated upon the point a {ingle hour,
from that day to this.

I think you will not be {orry to
find I am drawing towards a clole.
Indeed I thould be afthamed to
have written fo much merely on
my own account. I began this
ideal correfpondence with you
about feven years ago. More
than one half of it was then writ-
ten 1n a few weeks; but I felta

reluctance to proceed, becaufe 1t
feemed
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{eemed to be fo much my own
affair; but I have frequently
thought fince, that fomething
upon the {fubjet, written in 2 mo-
derate and friendly fpirit (which
it has been my prayer and endea-

vour to preferve) might, by the
ILord’s bleffing, be a mean of

promoting candor and benevo-
lence among thofe, who, what-
ever elfe they differ i1n, have one
Lord, one faith, one hope. A
defire of being inftrumental in {o
cgood a work, has at length pre-
vailed on me, to revife what I had
begun, to add what I thought
farther neceflary for completing
my delign, and to {end 1t abroad.
1 cannot give you particular rea-

{fons
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fons why I have not done it {ooner,
or why 1 do 1t now. Our times,
plans, and purpoies are under a
fuperior guidance and direétion,
which 1t 1s our duty and our pri-
vilege always to acknowledge,
though we cannot always diftinétly
dilcernit. I fhall be happy if the
event fhall prove that I have been.
led to chufe the fttelt time, and to
ofier a word 1n f{cafon. They
who love and preach the IL.ord
Jefus Chrift 1n {incerity, whatever
name they bear among men, and
whatever body of people they are
united to, are engaged In one
common caufe. They are op-
poled by the {fame enemies, their

{evereflt conflits, and their fweeteft
M COM-



T 162 7

comforts are derived from the
fame {fources; and they will ere
long meet in the fame kingdons of
glory, and join in the fame {ongs
of eternal praife, to Him who fit-
teth upon the throne, and to Him
who redeemed us to God by his
blood. How defirable then is 1t
that while we live here, we fhould
be at peace amongft ourfelves ! and
live in the ipirit of that love (the
only infallible mark of our being
truly the fervants cf Chnft) which
feeketh not its own, is not eafily
provoked, thinketh no evil, but
beareth, hopeth, and behieveta all

things.
As what I write to you 1s to ap-
pear in print, I think 1t proper to
add,
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add, for my own fake, that mywhole
1ntention will be fulfilled by the
publication. T do not mean to en-
ter 1nto controverfy; and therefore
1f thefe letters, contrary to my wiih,
fhou:d raife me an opponent, and
oive occafion to an anfwer, 1 fhall
not think =vicif bound to reply,
unlels I could be convicted of fuch
wilful mifreprefentation, as would
render 1t my duty to afk pardon
of God, and of the Public.

I commend you and yours to
the blefling of our Lord, and
remain | |

Your affeétionate Friend—

}.1411!'&;11 T, I ?24 .
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