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He that winneth Jouls 1s wife

L
|]:+J.ll' '
Wl

B \NLY He, who redeemed the foul by his
blood, 1s able effetually to win it to
ghimf{clf. The work is his; and they who
axnow him will render the praife to him alone,
Bput 1n this refpe&t, as in many others, there is
Bn analogy between the Natural and the Moral
BWorld, In both, he difplays his power, and
txecutes his purpofes, by an inftituted courfe

"

#0f means and inftruments., In both, he often
B10 conceals his operations under the vail of
ccond caufes, that, to a common and inatten-
fiive eye, he feems to do nothing, when 1n
freality he does all. The manna, with which
e fed Ifrael 1n the wildernets, though more
ammediately and vifibly, was not more cer-
fainly, the eftet and proof of his providence
pud goodnefs, than the bread by which we
five. It is he who giveth the earth virtue to
broduce * corn ;. the difcretion of the hufband-

Iy
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* Plulm civ, 144
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man® who prepareth the ground, and foweth
the feed 15 from him:» And the inﬂuence Of
the? {un and the rain, o neceflary to ripen the!
grain, and to clothe the fields with plenty i}
the {eafon of harveft, 1s the 1nfluence of him
who worketh all in *111. In this procefs, thef
blefling which fecures the defired event, i}
wholly from the Lord, though the labour of}
man, and the ufe of means are indifpenfable,|
becaufe his appointment has made them {o. |

‘Thus in the great concern of winning fouls, §
though God, (whofe thoughts and ways arcj
above ours, as the heavens are higher than the
carth) may, fometimes, as 1n the inftance of§
the Apoftle Paul’, affe& and win the heart by B
an immediate and inftantaneous exertion of hisk
power; yet this 1s not his ordinary method }
‘T'hough fallen, we are {hill rational creatures,|
and he 1s pleafed to treat us as {uch. He pro-§
pofes confiderations and motives 1n his holy§
word, which, though meffeGual, confidered,§
merely, as means, and without the concurrence
of his agency ; yet have, m their own nature,|
a moral tendency and {fuitablenels to awaken
our attention, to convince us of our fin and
mifery, and to recall us to our original flate of
dependence upon his goodnefs, and obedience
to his will,  For the proof of this, I may
- appeal to the confciences of many perfons; the
torce of truth has compelled them to tremble
like Felix, and perhaps like Herod, to do
many thlngs ; and though their depramty has
been too obftinate to yield to conviétion, they

* Ifa, xxviil, 4—2q9.+ ¥ Matte.w 4. *+ Aclls ix. 0.
g . have
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have underftood and felt cnough, to leave them
without excufe.

The Lord God ufually employs thofe whom
he has already won and {ubdued by his grace,
as inftruments of winning others ; and there
are none of his people, however wealk their
capacities, or however low their fituations mn
life, but may hope for a thare m this honour,
if they are faithful to the hght he has given
them, and live according to the rule of his
word. But he has inftituted the office of the
Gofpel Miniftry, with a more efpecial view to
this important fervice.

. The propofition in the text 1is fimple, and
Lplalll and the principal divifion of my fubject
$E fuggef‘ced by the appearance of our prefent
aflembly. I never had an opportunity before,
xof preaching to {o many of my brethren in the
. Mmlﬁlv, and perhaps I never may again.
And at my time of life, 1t becomes me, when-
fiﬁeverI ftand in the pulpit, to confider fulouﬂy,
tlmt 1t 15, at Jeaft, poffible, 1t may be the laft
*nme, and that you, to whom I am now about
o {peak, may {fee my face no more. Were I
ieven fure of this, how could I more properly
jclofe my public fervices, than by aiming, with
pmy lateft breath, to nnplefs upop you, Imy
E-ricnds and blCthl‘CI], this weighty aphori{m,
L e that wwvinneth fouls is wife 2 May it be written
fupon my own heart while I live! may it be
fwritten upon all our hearts! Let the {cholar,
fthe philofopher, the politician {ettle their
ficveral claims to W'lfdom, among themfielves 5
lmt may ¢bis wif{dom be ours. The man that;

mnneth fouls 1s truly and emphatigally wife.

B2 . 1 ﬂmll

.J * u
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I thall, in the firft place, point out the prin- |
cipal acknowledged charaéteriftics of wifdom, |
and fhew that they are all exemplified, 1n the :
{pirit and condué& of the Minifter, who is duly |
qualified for the fervice of winning fouls. |
do not fay that all faithful Minifters are influ-}
enced by this wifdom in the fame degree ; but |
unlefs 1t has an habitual and prevallmg influ- §
ence on the plans and practice of a‘ public
teacher, we need not wonder, if he be neither }
faithful nor ufeful. My chief defign is to elu- }
cidate and confirm this firft point; “but towards
the clofe of my difcourfe, 1 fhall, fecondly,
addrefs myfelf to private Chriftians, and remind
you of your common intereft with us in this
concern, and’ the advantages and opportunities
you have of thewing yourfelves Wife, by con-
tributing your endeavoursto promote the great
deﬁgn of wmmng fouls

T .
The Minyfter who winneth fouls is wife.

1. Wifdom isdifcovered in the choice of a
fit and valuable end. - If a man has great ta-
lents and abilities;, we 'do not account him
wife, unlefs h¢ employs them properly ; a life
whiled-away in low and trivial purfuits, 1m-
plies a want of wifdom. But he who'aims at
winning fouls, propofes an end which well
defcrves his application, and will, fo far as he
fucceeds, richly compenfate him for all that
he-can do, or {uffer, in fo good a caufe. * The
grand objelt of his life, in {ubordination to
the will and glory of God, is the recovery of
fouls. - We often ufe thc Word 'wm, in a {enfe
o “' Whl(‘h
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_which the Hebrew term fuggefts; as to win a
. battle, or a fortrefs. The foul, in its fallen
i ftate, {eparated and alienated fnom God, 1s, by
~his righteous permiffion, under the power of
LSatan, who rules 1n 1t as a {trong one’ armed
‘in his own houfe or caftle. Were the effeéts
+of this bondage confined to the prefent life, an
‘attempt to free the fonl from that mifery, mlf...
:chief and madnefs, with which the world is
ﬁlled would be honourable and important.
"But God, who formed the foul originally for
<himfelf, has given it fuch a vaft capacity, that
nothmg fhort of himf{elf can fatisfy its defires;
and it is likewife, by his conftitution, immor-

tal. ‘This capacity of being exquifitely happy
or miferable, and that for ever, renders the

foul fo valuable in the judgment of its Creator,
that He gave the Son of his love to redeem it
from fin and mifery, by his obedience unto
‘death, even the death of the Crofs. By this
=ad0rable method of adjufting the demands of
iis juftice, and the honour of his government,

3o the purpofes of his mercy, his wifdom and
#lory are more eminently difcovered to his in-
¥clligent creatures, than by all his other works.
fif the only wife God commends to us his gra-
kious defigin of recovering fouls from the domi-
Pion of Satan, and of winning them to him-
klf, as the bigheft inftance of his wifdom and
joodnefs ; then, certainly, He who propofes it
k the great end of his life, that, by ferving God
P the:Miniftry, he may be an inftrument of

mnmg {ouls, is truly wife, fo far as concerns
is leading ‘aum and object.

s Luke xi. 2 L Eph.Ef:. 11, 2.

2. Wifdom
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2. Wildom dire&s us likewif{e to 2 confil.
deration and chosce of means, proper to thel
attainment of a propofed end. To attemp;
what 15 1mmpraticable, however defirable 1{%
might be thought, upon a {uppofition that i
could be accomplifhed, is a mark, not of wifll|
dom, but of folly, A man, without bei ing}
char geable with rathnefs, may undertake to,
move a {tone of {everal tons wekzght, and even}
o raife it, if needful, to the top of a tower;}
or to force open the {trongeft gate of a caftle;f
but then the application of mechanical powerg
would be neceflary. If he were unacquamntedf
with thefe, or difdained to employ them ; i(f
without eftimating or confidering the refiftancef
to be overcome, and relying folely on his per-§
jonal ftrength, he fhould attempt to move thef
enormous ftone with his-hands, or to.burft th
gates of brafs and bars of 1ron afunder with his§
feet, his utmoft efforts muft iffue in wearinefs
and difappointment, and no one would think}
him wife. The eXperlence of ages has demos-
ftrated all endeavours to win fou]s to free them
from prejudice, to reclaim them from th
love and pra&tice of fin, by the mere force o
human arguments and moral fuafion, to b
equally chimerical and unfuccefstul. Thc
Heathen moralifts laboured much in this wfy,
but they laboured in vain. Some of them fel
and acknowledged that human naturc was de
praved, but not knowing the root, nor th
extent, nor the proper remedy.of the difordes
they wifthed to . cure, their beft fentiments
however {pecious in themy, made little mor

rmprcﬂlon aupon the hearts of their admiren
. 0
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pt even upon their own, than the falling fnow:
jnakes upon a rock. It the ancient Sages could
oo but little, the modern Plnlofophers as they
%hufe to becalled, have done, if f pollible, {till lefs.
What a poet obferved of the former, 1s, at leaft
gqually applicable to the latter, Virtus landatuy
¥t algez.  Virtue 1s defined, deﬁ,rl"‘ed FeCOm~
i-nended and praifed, but wickedncfs and folly
qpldly increafe under their infiru&ions; and
tvlulc in their pompous declamations thcy pro-
ofc liberty ® to others, they are themielves the
?ﬁrvants, the flaves of corruption. The Gofpel.
%f Chrift, the glorious Gofpel of the bleffed
od?, -1s the only effeCtual mean for reforming
7fl:mkmd To the man who poflefics, and
%nows the ufe of this grand, this wonderful
@achme, if I may be allowed the comparifon,
hat 1s otherwife impracticable, becomes cafy.
1‘ﬁ.'l“hf: Gofpel removes difficulties infuperable to
duman power. It caufes *the blind to fee, the
bdcaf to hear ; it foftens the heart of ﬁone, and
ffailcs the dead in irefpafles and fin to a life of
@ichteoulnefs., No force, but that of the
ofpel, is fufficient to remove the mountainous
Boad of guilt from an awakened confcience, to
k2lm the violence of tumultuous paﬁ:ons te
Biife an earthly foul from groveling in the mire
bt {enf{uality or avarice, to a fpiritual and di-
Bine life, a life of communion with God. No
Iiitem but the Gofpel can communicate mo-
wves, encouragements and profpects, f{ufhicient
0 withftand and counteraét all the {nares and

¢ 1 Pet. ii. 1g. 7 y Tim. {. x1.
¢ Ifa, xxxv, 8. Matt. xi. s.

temptations

-y
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temptations with which the Spirit of  thi
World, by its frowns or its {miles; will en.
deavour either to intimidate ar to bribe us. .
from the path of duty. But the Gofpel; rightly: -
underftood and cordially embraced, will infpire,
the flothful with energy, and the fearful with| °
courage. It will make the mifer generou) .:5
melt the churl into klndnefs, tame the raging
tyger in the breaft, and, in a word, expand the :
narrow {elfith heart and fill it with a {pirit of
love to God, chearful unreferved obedience tof;
his will, and benevolence to mankind. '-:'3

I fhall not trefpals upon your time; by def
lineating at large my idea of the Gofpel. Yet
it may be proper to mention three pomts,
which, in my judgment, are eflential to it. B

The firft refpeits the charaCer of Jefus the
Saviour. That he is very God and very Mang
God manifeft in the flefh®. That in the be
ginning was the Word, and the Word w:§
W1th God and theWord was God. ‘That thij
Divine Word affumed our nature into a per}
{fonal union with himfelf, lived and died inf
behalf of finners, and now reigns upon th}
throne of Glmy, over all, God bleﬁld forever§
That He is the proper objcé’c of oar wor{hlp,
{upreme love, truft and adoration ; that it i
He on whom the eyes and e}:pe&atlon of fin
ners, fenfible of their wants and miferies, ar
fixed*, and out of whofe fulnefs they all receiv
life, ﬂ:rength, comfort and grace, to helpu
time of need. This do&rme 1S the pillar and
ground of truth*. T hey who have a righ

o y Tim.iil. 16. John1. 1,12, ? Pf, x};xw. g. Jol
il 16! 3 I Tim- llll IS‘

4 {enf
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Henie of the guilt and power of fin, of the
E%I—Iolinefs and Majefty of God, and of the hofls
iof enemies combined againft their peace, muft
%’mk into defpair, unlefs f{upported by the
gknowledge of an Almighty Omniprefent Sa-
sviour ; who 1s always near, a very prefent help
tin trouble; and who can difcern the thoughts?
2of the heart; for often their moft trying and
§dangerous exigencies, are beyond the reach of
Ea creature’s eye. Whatever they thought of
Ihim before, when they know themf{elves, they
icannot entrufl their {fouls to the power, or care,
i or compaflion of a creature; and therefore re-
Zjoice that they are warranted and encouraged
t to commend themfielves to him, as to a faith-
3 ful Creator?.

: The fecond grand peculiarity of the Gofpel,
¥1s the do&rine of an atonement : that Chrift
iin his ftate of humiliation, by his obedience
2 unto death, even the death of the Crofs, made
¢ a full, proper, and perfect fatisfaction for fin.
i That 1s, his f{ufferings unto death, the tor-
§ ments which he endured in his body, and the
{ agonies of his foul, inconceivable to us but by
i their effeéts, (his bloody {weat in the garden,
¢ and his aftonithing complaint upon the Crofs,
§ that God had forfaken him,) exhibited a fir:king
f and folemn proof to the world, to the univerfe,
§ no lefs to angels than to men, that God, in
§ affording mercy to finners, ftill thews his in-
| flexible difpleafure againft fin, and makes no
| relaxation 1n the awful demands of his Holi-
| nefs, Juftice and Truth., A {ubflitution capa-

* Rev.if. 23.  #1 Pet.dv. 1g.  * Phil. i 8.
C ble
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ble of m‘mlft_ﬁmg the juftice of God i the
higheft exercife of his mercy, that he might
appear juit mn juftifying the ungodly®, was of |
fuch vaft importance, to the honour of God’s
charac&er and government, that if it could havc '
been e.fected by any inferior means, Chrift
died in vain’. ‘The interpofition of a merg :
creature, even i1f voluntary, (but what crea-
ture would dare to draw upon himfielf the dif-
pleafure of God due to the {ins of men,) could :
not have difplayed the full-orbed glory of all
the divine perfe&ions, as 1t now fhines fortl
in the ® perfon of Jefus Chrift. None in Hea-
ven or on earth were able or worthy to mter-
pofe. ‘Therefore the Son faid, Lo I come! He
hurdelf, his ownfelf, bore our fins in his own
body upon the ?tree; He who knew no fin,
was made fin for us, that we might be madc
the rlghteouﬁleis of God in' him.

There is a third point, which is pecuhar to
the Religion of the Bible, and which difcrimi-
nates it ﬁom all religious {yftems of human
mifticution. ‘There are few of thefe but con-
tain fome important truths. In general, they
inculcate a degree of attention to the practice of
focial virtues. But no other {yftem ever propofed,
to all perfons, and as a general truth, the ne-
ceffity and certainty of fupernatural influence

and agency; an_agency, which from the
greatnefs of 1ts effect, and the unmiverfality of

its propofal, (beng promlfed to all without
exception, who defire 1t,) muft be divine.

6 ROm. iV- 5- 7 GE.]. iiu 21- ’ 2 Cor' ivl 6'
® 1 Pet. il 24. * 2 Cor. v. 21.

That



[ 11 ]

That the bodies of believers are the temples of
the Holv Ghoft’, that God dwelleth 1 them
by his Spirt, that they have received the
Spirit of God, that they are led by the Spirit,
walk in the Spirit, and have communion with
the Holy Spirit;* thefe truths are either ex-
orefled or ftrongly implied 1 almoft every page
of the New Teftament.

The Golpel then 1s a meflage from God. It
ftains the pride of human glory, and without
regarding the petty diftinctions which obtain
amongf{t men, with refpe&t to charalter or
ranks, 1t treats them all as finners in the ﬁght
of God, and under the power of depravity
firengthened by habit. As fuch, it points them
to a Saviour; 1t invites and enjoins them to
apply to him, to {ubmit to him, and to put
t;;heir whole truft 1n him; to renounce all
pleas of their own, and to plead his name and
his atonement for their pardon and acceptance,
and promifes to all who thus plead, that the
Eoly Spirit of God will vifit them, dwell 1n
them, and abide with them, to enable them
by his gracious influence, both to will and to
do according to his good pleafure.

+ I omit other particulars, nor fhall I at pre-
fent attempt to prove thefe, farther than by an
appeal to obfervation and experience. I truft
My brethren, we all defire to win fouls. [t 1s
dgood defire, it 1s a noble, a glorious ambition,
Fhope we are likewife apprized of the nature
¢f the undertaking, and are too wife to attempt

;

‘* 1 Cor. vi, 1q. * Rom. viii, 4. Gal.v. 18, 25.
o ]

S c 2 lt’
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it, or toexpect fuccefs, by any power or excr.
tion of our own, unlefs we faithfully ang
humbly make ufe of the inftrument which
God has appointed for the purpofe. 'This in.
{trument 1s the Gofpel meffage, the principal
parts of which I have ftated to you. Thisis -
the rod of God’s ﬁrength which, like the

wonder-working rod of Mofes, when held up ,
in his name, though wielded by a feeble arm, .
can perform miracles. And 1 will venture to, -
affirm, without hefitation, and without excep.,

tion, that no man, whatever his abilities andi |
ualifications may be in other refpeéts, though .

he had the zeal of a martyr and the powers o |
an angel, will be able to force the ftrong hold}
of Satan, to caft down the lofty imaginationg :
of men, and win fouls to holinefs and happi}
nefs, without it. But, if he be called and.
taught of God to preach this Gofpel, ‘he wil}-
do great things: he will be honoured and {uc
cefsful ; he will win {ouls; he will be numj
bered among the wife.

‘Let us appeal to fa&s. The Apoftle Paf
was eminently f{uccefsful in winning fouls
He planted churches in many different ang
diftant parts of the Roman empire ; whereve
he went, Power from on high accompamed hig
word, and made it eﬁ'e&ual according to thg
commlﬁion he had received from the Lord, @

open the eyes of the blinded Heathens, to turj
them from darknefs to light, and from ti
power of Satan unto God*. Can we propol
a better example for our imitation ? Would w

gl

¢ Acls xxvi. 18,
kno
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know the fubject matter of that preaching
which produced fuch extenfive and falutary
cﬁ'e&s He gives us full information. He
Pleached Chrift crucified ; Chrift the wifdom
and power of God?; the °unfearchable riches
pf Chrift ; Chrift the Man who fhall judge the
gumk and dead 7; Chrift as God, who pur-

hafed the Church with his own blood As
% wife mafter-builder, he laid this foundation,
$nd declared, that other foundation can no man
A!ay He preached the atonement, that
Chrift made peace by the blood of his Crofs,
ied for us while {inners, and that we are juf-
gified by his blood?. He preached the agency
#pf the Holy Spirit, as ablolutely neceffary and
gpowerfully efficacious, and afcribes that opera-
ation by which Chrift in his true charadter is
wrevealed to the heart, to the fame power which
ommanded light to fthine out of darknefs, in
athe Beginning'. Thefe truths were the wea-
#pons of his warfare*. He went forth con-
r squering and to conquer, not by the enticing

-1words of man’s wifdom, but in the fpirit of
demonf’cratlon and power.

I need not tell this auditory what were the
do&rmes which thook the pillars and founda-
ations of Popery, at the Reformation, and dif-

fufed a knowledge and practice bécoming the
ﬁ plofeﬂion of Chriftianity, among many nations

Wthh had been long 1nvolved in the darknefs
_ of ignorance, fuperihtlon and wickednefs. In
own land, it was not very long befote the

| I o
el o

~ 4l

Ly =

3 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24,. ¢ Ephef 111, 8 7 Alts xvii. 1.
and XXvi. 28. 1 Cor. 1ii. 10, 11 > Col. t. 20,
2 Cor. iv. 6. * 2 Cor. x. 4.

principles
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principles of the Reformation were fevercly

difcountenanced. Particularly in the reign of
Charles the Second, they were oppofed by me.
thods which the good providence of God at
length effectually reftrained, by favouring us

with a fucceffion of Princes of the Houfe of
Hanover. If the lives and condu& of thofe|
who endured fines, ftripes, imprifonment and |
death, for confcience fake, be compared with |
the fpirit and temper of thofe who infli¢ted or |
approved them, I think a candid and attentive |
enquirer will be at no lofs to determine on}
which fide the advantage lay, in point of real §

religion and found morality.

The {pirit of our prefent excellent conftitu- |
tion and government, allows us a degree of reli- |
gious liberty unknown to our forefathers, for |
which we cannot be {ufficiently thankful ; and |

the doérines of the Reformation, and of the
Apoftles, are ftill preached. - Nor have we
reafon to fear that fanguinary laws, and the
1ron hand of arbitrary power, will be employed
to filence us. Yet the doltrines themfelves
are far from being generally acceptable. 'The
fpirit of oppofition is awake, and active as for-
merly, though the method of its attack is
varied. But great is the truth, and will pre-
vail. It has triumphed over violence and rage;
it is equally fuperior to the arts of {ubtlety and
refinement. We are not afraid to repeat the
Apoftle’s challenge : Who is be that overcomets
the world, but be that believeth that TFefus 1
the Son of God?2’ Which is the {cheme of

? ) { JOhn-'v. 51 | 1
Religion

|
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Religion in the prefent day, which produces
the moft confcientious reverence to the holy
name of the Lord our God, the moft habi-
tual and devout obfervance of his holy day,
‘and of family worfhip? What kind of
preaching evidences itfelf to be a dolrine
gccording to Godlinefs, by the moft nu-
gierous, and notorious inftances, of perfons
seclaimed by it from habits of grofs licentiouf-
fefs, and effectually taught to fear the Lord
and depart {rom evil? What are thofe prin-
diples, which, by experience, are found moit
fpitable, and moft powerful, to fupport the
doul under the preflure of great afHli€tions, or

.ppon the near approach of death? 1 know
iztgere are people under affli¢tions, who, like
.g;haraoh, harden themfelves yet more; who
Iplue themfelves upon a proud Stoical refolu~
tgion, and deem it a weaknefs to complain.
bRut Chriftian fortitude is a very different thing..
44 is the temper of a humbled pardoned finner,
bwho has entrufted himfelf and his all to the
24' viour, and, believing that he condefcends to
jarect all his concerns, {ubmits to his appointa
r not by conftraint, but willingly ; fen-
Bible that the wifdom and love of him, in whom
B¢ confides, will chufe better for him than he
puld poflibly chufe for himfelf. I know, or
d8ve read, that the American Indians, when
it to death by their enemies, in the midft of
pe moft excruciating tortures that cruelty can
pent, will fing their war fongs, and infult
ftir tormentors, without uttering a groan or
Btdding a tear; and I have likewife read of
Bhlofophers, who, to confirm their admirers
9 | AN
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in a perfuafion, that Infidelity had freed the
trom all fear of death or its confequences, hy
jefted in their dying hours. What a contrag
to thefe 1s the relation we have of the dep:
of Stephen, who, with the utmoft compofur | ;
committed his departing {pirit* nto the han/ §
of his Saviour, whom he {aw ready to recen;
him, and employed his lateft breath in prw
for his murderers! When a believer in Jef:4
1s about to die, he does not exprefs the fiend
like phrenzy of a Savage, or the 111—t1m1ﬂ
levity of a buffoon: he 1s ferious and reccl.g
le€ted. Confcious of his unworthinefs, big
knowing whom he has believed, he reJm
with a joy unfpeakable and full of glor
There 1s often a dignity and energy n the L £
guage of plain people, 1 dying circumitand
far {fupertor to what might be expelted frff
their former habits of life: they feem to hif
new 1deas and new faculties ; heaven opened
them, and opened in them, while yet ini§
body. Ignorant and profane perfons; whog
fometimes {petators of {uch {cenes, have bef
aftonifhed at effeéts, which, though they cof
not account for, have for the moment {ecre}
extorted from them the wifh of Balaam, ]
me die the death of the righteous, and let my
end be like his!°® By thefe effetts on the I
and deaths of thofe who cordially receive}
‘the Gofpel which we preach, the do&rine
the Crofs, -approves itfelf to be the powe
‘God ;unto Salvation, the {ure and only m
of winning fouls to his favour and image.

* Ads vii. 53—60. % 1-Petii. 8: - © Num. xxiii.!
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- If I bave taken up toc much of your time
gwith this fecond particular, let the importance
iof 1t, and the {tate of religion amongft us,
Eplead my excufe. ‘Thus far we have advanced,
i—If it be Wildom to aim at a great defign,
tand to adopt the moft fit and proper means for
ithe accomplifhment, the Man my text {peaks
fof 1s Wife. His End is great, to win iouls.
iThe Mean he employs 1s the Gofpel, which
8God has revealed and inftituted for this very
gpurpofe, and with which his power and blei-
§iing are furely conne&ted by promife.

E 3. Yet the knowledge of a worthy end, and
jof the means by which it may be attained, is
inot {ufficient to denominate a wife man. If
ghe be truly wife, and his obje&t of great im-
fportance, he will not {uffer himfelf to be eafily
#diwverted from 1t, but will rather hold and
gmanage every inferior concernment, i a due
f{ubfervience and {ubordination to his main
Bpoint.  Sir Ifaac Newton, when a child,
gimight poffibly have amufed himfelf, as many
fother children have done, by blowing up
gbubbles 1n foapy water with a pipe. But 1t
Ewas not a childith amufement in the hands of
Bthis {ublime genius, when he applied it among
gother experiments to difcover and eftablith that
Rtheory of light and colours, by which, in his
§2dmirable Syftem of Optics, he enlightened
B#the world. But if we {peak ftriftly, the moft
himportant employments and difcoveries of
gwhich mankind are capable, if dire@ed no
s higher than to the concerns of the prefent life,
Sare trivial and worthle{s as the {ports of chil-
jdren, or the wretched amufements of lunaticsy.
e _ ' D 'tO;’
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to an fmioctal; wio 1s foon, very {oon; 10 pais
into the unfeen world, to appear before the
Judgment Seat of God, and to be fixed, accord-
g to his righteous award 10 a {tate ()f endlefs
hqppmefs or mifery. ‘The defire of pleafing
God, and of dmng all to his glory, whicli
/Fvazz/af be the ultimate end of a rational creature,
and awi/l be, it he feels his dependance and his

ol)ligntions, this, like the fabled philofopher’s

ftone, turns every thing into gold, fanétifies

rhe moit common aftions of hfe, which be-
long to the fituation in which Divine Provi-

dence has placed us, and gives them a fubl-
mity and digmity. Confecrated by this inten-
tton, they become aéts of devotion. They have

a very low 1dea of religion, who confine 1t to }
what we ufually mean by devotional exer- |
ctfes.  T'he truly religious man does indeed }
bow his knees 1n fecret before the Moft High |
God, he carefully confults his Holy Word, he }

waits upon him in his public ordinances. - In
thefe ways he derives frefh {upplies from the
fountain of Wildom and Grace, and his
{trength 1s renewed. But he does not leave
his: religion thc clofet or the church; 1t
abideth 7z bim, 15 the governing {pring of his
whole condudct, and according to the degree ot
his attainment i faith and lmo and a]lowu

for: the unavoidable qbﬁlfuihous incidental
OWr frames, (Which are too weak and limited i
be able to fix our attention clofely upon mar.
things at once,) whether he be upon the Thro:

¢r the Bench, upon the Parade or the Exchang .

whether he be called to ferve God 1n a pub’

capacuy,.or i private life; whether he be in =
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itate of affiuence, or carns his honeft bread- by
{weeping the {treets—in every f{tation and fitua-~
tion he 1s a fervant of God, from morning to
night : and thefe very different fervices are all
equally acceptable to Him, who {feeth not as
“man feeth, and eftimates them, not by their
comparative 1mportance in our view, but.ac-
cording to the principle of love by which they
-are performed, and the fublime end to which

' they are directed.
But we, my brethren, who are Minifters of
the Gofpel, have this great advantage, (if 1u-
ced we improve 1t,) that our particular calling,
as Members of Society, coincides with our ge-
neral calling as Chritians. Thhe perfon who
{erves God 1n a {ecular calling, may, as I have
obferved, be equally acceptable to God, becaufe
 equally devoted to his will; but his advantages
égand opportunities for winmng {ouls, are not
 equal to ours. It 1s our profefled and appro-
priate bufinefss and we are freed from the
mcumbrances of worldly bufinefs, that we
i may give our whole attention to this vety
thing . If we are wife, we fhall watch and
pray again{t being unpeded by any {tudies and
purfuits, which have not an evident tendency
# to promote our fuccefs in'winning {ouls, You
it have probably heard what 1s related of the ad-
1 drefs of whale-fithers, when the whale, 1rri-
# tated by the wounds he has received; attacks
ﬁﬁ their boats. It is faid, they have a-tub 1n rea-
gé dinefs to throw into the fea, and that, while
‘i the whale furioufly encounters the tub, th‘.e
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boat has time to efcape. Whether this be fact
or not, methinks 1t may fuggeft a ufeful leffon
to us. Many things, not criminal in thems-
felves, will prove {o to us, if we {uffer them,
by engrofling too much of our time and
thoughts, to divert us from our principal ob-
je¢t. It may not be wrong, 1t may be com-
mendable, for a Minifter to poflefs fome general
knowledge of Philofophy, Hiftory, Criticiim,
and other branches of literature, or of the con-
troverfies which have difturbéd the peace of
the Church. But perimus in licitza.  An over
attachment to thefe ftudies, tho' lefs {candal-
ous, may prove little lefs hurtful to our Mi-
niftry than the love of pleafure, or the love of
money. He who 1s duly {enfible of the im-
portance and difficulty of winning fouls, will
find but little leifure for {orting fhells or butter-
ﬂles, for f{tudying gmmmqtlcal niceties, for
paring over manufcripts {carcely legible, for
decyphering ancient inferiptions, or entangling
himfelf in the dry uninterefting thickets of
controverfy. He will be careful left avo-
cations of this kind fhould prove like the
tubs 1 have mentioned, amuieinents to di-
vert his attention from the f{tate of fouls
around him, who are 1n danger of penthing
i ignorance and fin. We are {et as watch-
men ta found the alarm, -to warn the wicked
of their evil ways, to direft emrquirers into the
paths of peace, to paint out the inares and
temptations to which they are expoled, to
exhoit and charge thofe who profels the truth,
that they walk worthy of God who has called

thern to hls }ungdom and glory, 11 a word to
2 nia
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uwic our beft endeavours publicly, and from
houfe to houfe®, 1n {eafon, and out of feafon,
to build up our hearers in their moft holy
faith. We are to give an account of the ta-
Jents, opportunities, and fouls entrufted to us,
gnd we thould tremble at the thought of being
hen obliged to confefs, while thy fervant was
Bufy here and there, the man was? gone. If
fuch an eminent fervant of God as Archbithop
Bher, though pofleffed of the faith and hope
of the gofpel, found caufe, when reviewing
His paft life on his dying bed, to cry out re-
peatedly and earneftly, Lord, forgive my {ins
of omifiion! how jealous ought we to be of
ourfelves! It bchoves us to ufe the language
of Nehemiah, to many propofals and purfuits
which our inclinations may plead for, “ I am
doing a great work, {o that I cannot come
down. Why thould the work ceafe, while I
Jgve it, and come' down to you.” Seldom is
apy man remarkably fuccefsful and eminent,
iy arts or {ciences, 1n the acquilition of wealth
2 power, who does not refolutely deny him-
g— tin other refpets, and make every fecondary
mgint give place, fo far as it ftands in compe-

RS »

gliion with his leading and favourite objelt.
Biich a determined refolurion, to follow the
dlowed defign of our calling as the Ouwe thing,
fit comparifon with which, every thing elfe 1s
g bc undervalued and negleéted, if likely to
Whder us, 1s eflential to that wifdom:, which

Bue can qualify us for winning {ouls.

h Alls xx. 10. 2 Tim. iv. 2. ° 1 Kings xx. 40.
P . vi. 3. ‘*
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4. This Wifdom implies Fortitude alfo. |
we engage in this work without counting t’nf
coft, and without being apprized of the difj
culties and f{nares to which it may expofe u
or if we cannot, 1n fome meafure, {ay wi
the Apoftle, None of tbefe things move me} 4
we fhall probably be foon difcouraged. Whyj
thould we think of a Statefman, who, haviy§
formed a wife and noble plan for the benefitg
a kingdom, and having the means, neceflary i !
accomplifl it, within Ris power, (hould be de k
terred from carrying it into exccution, tnoug
it was approved by all competent Judwe
merely becaufe he could not bear to be mifuk
derftood, or mifrepre{fented, by the very lowe i‘
of the peoPIc or bv the children who p]aw
the ftreet? His want of {pirit, upon f{uchf
fuppofition, would doubtlefs be eftecmed §
want of wifdom. But this i1s a faint u,prc
fentation of our folly, if, believing ourfelvg
to bethe {ervants of God, being Convinced,:
we fay, of the worth and danger f{ouls,
knowing that the Gofpel of God, comnntt
to our truft?, is the only poflible mean of th
recovery; a 1eg'ud to the fear or favour of mfg
fhould prevail on us to fupprefs or foften o8
meflage, and to accommodate ourfelves to thef§
tafte, inftead of conforming to our inftructiog
left we fhould difpleafe “them. Would
carthly king bear with an ambaffador who v§
cuilty of fuch timid rtreachery? We canw
my brethren, think too humbly of curfelv
but we may magnify our office, and we oug

* Adlls xx. 23, 3 1 Thefl, ii. 4.
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g this fente, at leatt, we are ambafladors for
éhriﬁ“', that the meflage we are to deliver, is
got ours, but His, by whom we are f{ent.
We arc not an{werable for the fuccefs, but we
q&e under the firongeft obligation to be faithful.
nd He whoie we are, and whom we ferve, is
well able to fupport us. Let us not fear the
ggproach of men, nor be afraid of their revil-
“fBos®.  In the fight of our Lord God, all the
mations of the earth, colleéted, are lefs than
“fibthing, and vanity, inconfiderable as the drop
~which falls unperceived from the bucket, or
the duft® which cleaves to the {cales without
aficting the balance. The Apoftles were wife
- # win fouls. They tricd the {pirit of the
~,_ - before us, and were dcfpifed and infulted
By it. They were accounted the off-{couring
f a@ad filth of all things, and {uffered much fthame
£ fgr their Lord’s fake 7; but they ecfteemed
b @lame, in fuch a caufe, their higheft honour.
E B(us endured the Crofs, and defpifed the thame,
? them and for us. He was buffetted, {pit

Vet
f.-

Egb, treated as 2 madman, a demoniac, and
Esuched to {corn. Let us go forth bearing his
foroach, 1n mecknefs of wifdom inftru&ing

a" ¥
-l
[ 1w -

who oppofe, not rendering railing for
Biiling, but pitying and praying for, them :
Bt ler us be firnin and unmoved, and not hefi-
Wte to {peak the truth in love, whether they
Bl hear, or whether they will forbear. We
J:11 not {peak wholly in vain; and to be in-

Brumental in faving one foul from death, is

!

1

s Cor, iv, 13. Alts v. 4r1.
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an honour, {ufhicient to compenfate for all ¢}
flights and contempt we can meet with fre

an unkind world. It 1s, indeed, our duty { .
ftudy to find out acceptable words, to endef
vour to pleafe men for their edification, andg .
be careful not to add to the unavoidable offen
of the Gofpel, by debafing our zeal with
unhallowed fire of an angry {pirit: but .
degrade our character, if we appear too {olf.

citous to conciliate the cood opinion of mef
or to depend upon thelr favour. The Lorc
who employs us, will take care of us; an}-
to live in a {pirit of unreferved dependanc
upon Him, will raife us.to a noble indepug:
dence, with refpect to creatures. All heng:

are in His hands: He will prote€t our per{uf:
and characters, fupply our wants, controul o
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enemies, and raife us friends, fo far as He fuf:
it needful, without any follicitude on our part§.
if we can but put our truft in Him. OSudg
are the. principles of Chriftian fortitude. I§
who 1s wife to win {ouls, loves his fellovg
creatures, but he cannot fear them, becaif
he fears the Lord. He will neither provolg

nor drcad their frowns, nor will he meanl
court their fmiles. e knows, that if the
receive his meflage, they will love him for tl
truth’s fake, and-he neither expedts nor defir
their favour upon other terms. By the Crol
of Chrift he is crucified to the world,® and th
world to hima. He has chofen his fide. n
will {ferve the Lord,? and he will ufe his u
moft influence to prevail on others to fer

® Gal. vi. 14. ? Jofhua xxiv. 2.5.
| hi
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inm lilkewiic ; {o far as he {ucceeds, he feels
:1 joy {uperior to the joy of harveft, or of thofe
su ho divide? the {poil. When he cannot {uc-
¢ceed, he 1s grieved, but not difconcerted ;
2and, for the moft part, his calm but {tedfaft
gperfeverance 1o well - doing, will gradually
dcitablith his character, flop the mouth of ca-
dlumny, and extort a reverence to bis perfon,
;c»en from thofe who cannot bear his doc-

:ablblutely neccfiary, as thofe, which, I have al-
ready fpeciﬁed becaufe, in fa&, 1t has been

§to win fouls; yet is certamly a branch of that
@';,Wlfdom Whlch as Minifters, we ought incef-
#lantly to afk of God. I mean, a due attention
r’to the unportance of Union among thofe wha
Marc engaged in the {ame caufe. A oreat ftrefs
has indeed been often laid upon umformlty of
cntlment and modes of worfhip; but this,
the prefent ftate of human nature, can no
gmore be effe¢ted either by force or pelfua(ion
@than men can be forced or perfuaded to a uni-
.f;';,f ormity of f{tature or complexion: and if it
Bwere practicable, it might prove of hittle value.
B 1'he form of Religion may be ftrenuouily con-
@tcnded for, by thofe who are ftrangers to the
ower of 1t; but the be{t form we can con-
Bccive, if de{’ututc of power, 1s lifelefs, like
he body without the foul. 'The true unity
¥of {pirit is derived from the things, in which,
| ® Ifa. ix, 2

E thofe,
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thefe, who are taught 'md born of God, agre,
and fhould not be affected by thofe in whlch ;
they differ. The Church of Chrift, collec.
tively confidered, 1s an army ; they ferve unde! i
one Prince, have one common intereft, anof .
are oppoled Dby the fame enemies. This army %
is keptup, and the places of thofe who an 3
daily removed to the Church triumphant, {up{
plied, entirely by thofe who are refcued and ﬁ
won from the power of the enemy, which if 4
chiefly effe€ted by the Gofpel Miniftry. Thigj
confideration thould remind Minifters, that i}
is highly improper, I might ufe a f’cronge
cxpreflion, to wafte much of their time anif
talents, which ought to be employed againif
the common foe in oppofing thofe, whof
though they cannot exaétly agree with them if
every fmaller point, are perfectly agreed, ang 5
ready to concur with them, in promoting thefs
principal defign. A wife ‘%tateﬁnan who hf
a point much at heart, which he cannot carrg
without afliftance, will gladly accept of help
from perfons of all parties on whom he cif
prevail to join with him, and will not, at fucg
a crifis, preclude himfelf from this advantagy
by an unfeafonable difcuffion of more minug
concerns, 1n which he knows they muft,
will, be againft him. When I fee Minifters¢
,acknow]cdged piety and refpectable abilitie
very bufy in defending or confuting the {malk
differences, which already too much {epard
thofe, who ought to be of one heart and o
mind, though, while they are all fallible, tht
cannot be cmxuzly of one judgment ; though

ogive them credit. for their good 1ntention,
cCanne
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cannot but lament the mifapplication of their
:zeal, which, if directed into another channel,
-would probably make them much more fuc-—
%Lefsful in winning f{ouls. Iet us found an
Wlalm in the enemies camp, but not in ouy
gown ! I have fomewhere met with a patlage of
fancient hlﬂ:Ol), the tubftance of which, tho’
gmy recollection of it is but imperfeé, I will
frelate, becaufe I think it very qpphcable to
#ithis part of my {fubject. It is an account of
'Itwo large bodies of torces, which fell in with
each other in a dark mr"rht A battle 1mme-
dlately enfued. The attack and the refiftance
were fupported with equal {pirit. The conteft
gqwas fierce and bloody. Great was the flaugh-
4 ter on both fides, and on both fides they were
fon the point of claiming the victory; when
the day broke, and, as the Light advanced, thcey
#icon percewed to thmr aftonifhment and crnr:f
Ethat, owing to the darknefs of the night, they
had been hﬂhtmg, not with enemies as they
had {fuppofed, but with triends and allies :
1.. they had been doing their enemies work, and
weakenmg the Cauie they withed to fupport
t I The expectation of each party to conquer the
other, was founded upon the lofles the oppo-
Mnents had fuftuined ; and this was what propor-
tlonably aggmvated their lamentation and di-
£ refs, when they had fufficient light to fthew
’;’;_ them the mifchicf they had done, Al my
Miricnds, if thame be compatiblg with the hea-
Venly ﬂ:ate, as perhaps in a fenfe it may, (for
Wibclicvers, when moft happy here, are moft
: fenﬁbly afhamed of themielves,) thall we not,

#cven then, be athamed, to think how often, in

E 2 this
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this dark world, we miftook our friends for |
foes ; and that, while we thought we were |
fighting for the caufe of God and truth, we
were wounding and worrying the people whom |
he loved, and perhaps indulging our own nar-)
row, {clffh, party prejudices, under the {em- §
blance of zeal for his glory. '

I1. ..

I hope what I have hitherto ofered, though §
more directly addrefled to Minifters, may not§
be altogether uninterefting or unufeful to the}
reft of my auditory; but you, who are not in}
the Muiftry, if you have tafted that the Lord§
15 gracious, h:ave a defire, in common with us,
to win fouls. And there i1s not only ample§
room and {cope for your endeavours, in concert |
with ouyrs, but, without concurrence on yourf
parts, we can expe&t but little {uccefs. Yoy}
Likewile, 1t animated by the wildom which i
from above, even thofe of you who are in the
moft confined fitvations, may be greatly in-
itrumental in winning {ouls.

1. By vour example. [If you walk agree-
ably to your profeflion, blamelefs and harm-
lefs as the children of God, thining as light
in the world>.  When we preach a free falva
tion by the blood of Jefus, they, who know
no better, mifreprefent our do&rine, as being
unfavourable to the pratice of moraly,
fuppofing, that by the {ftrefs we ‘lay upm
faith 1 his atonement, as the only fold
ground of hope for acceptance with God, we

* Philli 1t 15 |
encourag
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encourage men to expectto be faved at laft,
whether they obey his commandments or not.
We endeavour ro convince them of this mif-
eake, and to nove,_thqt as without faith 1t is
1mpoﬂible to pleafe God*; {fo it 1s no lefs

impoilible for any perfon to poflefs true faith,
without emneﬁly endeavouring to pleafe and
gbey him 1n all things, from prmmples of love
4nd gratitude. ‘The proof of thisis eafy, to
thofe who underfland the Scriptures and ac-
.knowledge their Divine Authority. But many,
yea moft people, are more llkely to be con-
mnced by what they obierve of you, than by
that they hear from us. We aflure them
‘that our gofpel teaches thofe who receive it, to
enounce all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, to
Lh\re foberiy, righteoutly and godly ; to be
E*témpemte in proiperity, patient under afflic-
vtion 3 to fill up their {everal relations in life
bwith integrity and diligence 5 to be chearfully
obmiflive to the will of God under all
tﬁlanges; to be meek, gentle and benevolent,
kforbearing and forgiving ; in a word, to do, In
gl cales, to others, as we would they {hould
."'"a-". unto us’®. Happy for us, i1f when we look
Bbund upon our hearers, we can with confi-
Rence {ay, Ye are our ep /2/65 kiown aid read of
W/ men. Ifany alk us concerning the tendency
i our do&rines {hall we fend them to you, that
ey may notice, not only your {erious and
bnitant attendance upon public worthip, but

e good order of your families, your beha-

: 3 Hﬁb,' Xi- 61 4 1IIh]--‘itus iil 12: 5 Matt- vii- IZ!
B2 Cor, iii. 2
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viour as hufbands or wives, parents or cly
dren, mafters or {fervants, your punétuality

E
f
11[ 3
jg
bufinels, and to all your engagements and py'y
mifes, and the tendernc{s you difcover to t)) g
charal&lers and concerns of your nuohboun sj?
Shall we fend them to you, when you are;
trouble, when you are vifited with ficknefs ;%
{trong pain, or when the defire of your eyes§ t‘"g

taken away with a fitroke™, that they mdyi
w:th their own eyes and be fatisfied, that yjfd
have neither followed cunningly devifed hble
nor contented youriclves with mere lifel:§
‘notions of the truth ; but that your 1ehg10n
rcal and powerful, and not only inipires y ,;
with a good hope refpeting a future ftate, bj§
is the fource of your comfort, and the :lpnr
of your condudt, in the prefent life ? May §
venture, my friends, to make this appel
Then undoubtedly you are wile to win {ou§
A profeflion hike vours cannot be without §
anfluence within your own circle. Do 1§
perfons, who know your whole deportmef
affect to {corn or pity you? If they treat yf
as hypocrites, they are hypocrites themielif
they are contradilted by their own confcienc
I will not {ay they love you, but be aflu
they {fecretly reverence you. It i1s only ¢
trifling half profeflor, who hears the gof
and talks about 1ir, but difhonours it b}
praltice, whom the world really defpife. A
who can blame them for defpifing {uch
racters # But, alas tor thofe, who, by t
caufing the ways of truth to be evil {pokent

lay {ftumbling-blocks before the blind.*

7 zek. xxiv. 16, ® L.ovit, xix. 14.
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The effe¢ts of a confiltent conver{ation be~
g
@mmg the goipel 1n thofe who profefs it,
erc remarkably exemplified in the firfh Chuf_
hin Church at Jerufalem. ‘They were appa-
: ntly like theep without a fhepherd, fheep in
ghe midft of wolves. ‘T'hey were {urrounded
the very people who had lately murdered
S cir Lord. But the holinefs, love, joy,
ace, unton and fimplicity, which “mlmated
Bcir conduct, imprefled an awe upon the be-
ldels, {fo that no poor pretender durft pre-
Bme to join them;° and though divefted of
10utwmd advantages and ﬂ]ppmt the peo-
§e were conftraimned to magnify them. Were
§is {(pint more general amonglt us, I believe
would be more effetual to {top the mouths
| f.}"-j gainfayers, and to {ilence the cavils of infi-
ls, than all our books and {ermons. And
.-'."_’f;:':__'l twelve Apoftles, were they now living
10110ﬁ: us, would probably preach to lttle
unlcfs a meafure of this {puit, were
. ihoverablc i their protelled admirers.
[ 2. By your prayers.  You are not called to
B cach the Gofpel, but, in this way, you may
catly aflift thofe who are.  Brethren, pray
gr us. Our work is great ; the dithculties we
gFve to furmount, the fnarcs and temptations
Bhich {urround us, and our infirmities, are
any Who 1s {uthcient for thele tlung% P
he Apoftle Paul, diftinguifhed as he was by
eminence of his grace, experience and fer-
Pces, fet a high value upon the prayers of
Sod’s people. Hmr how he pleads wn.h them,

7
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with an earneftnefs, like that of a needy beg:{t
requctting alms: I befeech you, brethren, }
the Lord fefus Chrift’s jake, and for tbe lov:)
the Spirit, that you [ftrive together in yuf
prayers to God for me'. And pray, That 1
word of the Lord may have free courfe, may rif
and be gloriffed*. 'The Lord has promifed to
great things for his people, but he has fi}
That be will be inquired of by them, to do it ff
them?. Prize, and improve, your great privilef
of accefs to the throne of Grace, by whig
every believer in Jefus, like Ifrael of old, i
power with God and with man. In an{wer {
‘effeétual fervent prayer, the army of Sennachy
rib* was deftroyed in a night, and Peter wj
delivered from a ftrong prifon, and from tj
malice of Herod®. The efficacy of prayeri
{till the fame, If the Lord were pleafed to po
out a {pirit of prayer and fupplication up
his people, we fhould find our public ordf
nances more lively and more fruitful: J
thould then hope to be more {ucceistul in wiy
ning fouls, and yox might juftly claim a pr
cipal fhare in the comfort and honour, of
ing that good works proiper, to the {ucceisc
which, your prayers woutd largely contribut
Next to the immediate affiftance and coniok
tions of the Holy Spirit, nothing encourages]
" faithful Minitter {o miuch, as when he thin
he can perceive that, while he i1s {peaking, h
hearers are drawing down a blefling upon b
words, by their prayers: it adds wings to b

* Rom. xv. g0. * 2 Thefl. i, 1. °* Ezek. xxxvi. 3
4 I, xxxvii. 21, 36. ° A&l xii. 5, 12,
70
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geal, cives him a double unpleﬂon upon his
awn heart of the weight and unporti.mcc, of the
¢ruths he delivers ; and enables him to di{penie
them with a double impreffion, of demonfitra-
tion and power, upon the hearts of others.
. 7. By affording yocur countenance and af-
Atance, '1(,(:01‘dmg to the ability the Lord has
ven you, to promote every prudent and well-
SireCted {cheme, which 1s {et on foot, for the
thore effetual {preading of that knowledge,
:hich 1s neceflary 1n order to win f{ouls, from
the dominion of fin, to the fervice of God.
mong thele there are few, if any, which I
¥n more warrantably commend to your atten-
on than the laudable and benevolent object
& the Socicty for promoting Religious Know-
dge among the Poor:—an inftitation which
g has pleafed God fignally to profper, both by
i‘a large increafe of their fund from year to
ear, and the many initances of the known
2ppy effecCts, which have followed the perufal
n the books thcy have diftributed. Many more
Witances, as yet unknown to us, we truft will
mamfei’ccd in the great day, when the Lord
;.-.-! appear 10 olory Tho_ugh the beginning

Ff

.........
r

-.a.m-.

ear 17750, when 1t was firft formed, diftributed
#orc than four hundred thoufaind books, up-
dldS of one hundred and five thouﬁnd of
thh were Bibles and New Teftaments ; the
B were fmall and plain books, well adﬂpted
'_'* the capacities and circumiltances, of thofe
B0 have, mofitly, but a confined cdumtlon
d who have not much time for reading.
he number of books beftowed annually has

L been
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been on the increale from year to year.  Inth
courfe of the laft year, according to the printef}
account, the number, of all the different booksf
was fifteen thoufand five hundred and e1ghtv
How much thefe donations may have muli§
plied the means of religious knowledge, amongg
peol)le otherwiic dcfhtute, 1 thefe l«,.mgdom:
11 our plantations, and in America, who cuf
fay, who can even conjeéture ? And we hope g
by the benefa&tions of this year, theSociety wil§
be able to do ‘more the following year than i
any former. People, who are in danger
perifhing for lack ot knowledge, are ftill venf
numerous. I he much which has been don:§
15 litile, compared with what the Society mighQ
vet do, were their refources equal to thei
withes, 1 tr u”c my 1equeﬂ: that you wilj
{trengthen thenr hfmds at this tune, will not ij
in vain 3 and that the brief account 1 haf
given vou of thetr defign and progrefs, wi
rc;nder farther folicitation needlefs. To befper

the benevolence of my ftated cong g regatio!
when a colledtion 15 propofed, 1 fe]dom (i
more than inform them of the occafion, an
that it has my good withes. After the repeat
rrcofs 1 have lnd of their genemﬁty, I need
no more. Nor will I fuppofe, that it is necel
{ary to ufe any farther arguments to prew
with youu.

There may be fome perfons prefent, wif
will Kindly affift us in procuring the means¢
rellglousknowlcdge forothers,whoare, hithert
unacquainted with the power, and the comfor
of Religion, themfelves. May the good Lo
now awaken their defires to obtain the o

S thn
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thing needful, the pearl of great price. That
%knowledge which is neceflary for the poor, is
.,_.lféqually fo for you, tvhatev§r your {ituation in
dite may be. Will you pity others, and not
#cel a concern for your own cafc?  You may
Pelerve thanks from us, for your ready ailiftance
%n this good work, and yet your heart may be
gn a {tate of alienation from God; you may
#.ve amiable qualifications, which entitle you
%o the efteem of your fellow-creatures, as you
gre members of fociety, and be, at the fame
Aime, deftitute of the faith and hope of the
&ofpel.  Permit me, before we part, to offer
#ue confideration to your {erious thought. We
grcad, that eight perfons® only were faved in
fthe ark, and only four of thefe, Noah and his
§hice fons, were men. Confidering the large
simenfions of the ark, I think we may take 1t
f" oranted, that Noah and his {ons did not
fhuild 1t without affiftance : and therc were no
Bhcn to aflift them 1n efcaping from the flood,
but {uch as afterwards perithed 1n 1it. What
&n awful cafe! To afford their help to build an
Bk for the prefervation of others, and then to
Bemain out of the ark themfelves, until the
food came and {wept them all away. ‘There
B 2 day of wrath approaching. It will burn
Ble an oven ; 1t will ravage like a flood. The
Wo{pel points out a refuge. The believer in
Befus Chrift, like Noah 1n the ark, 1s 1 per-~
kL fafety : he is already delivered from con-
femnation, and fhall {ftand before the Lord m
Bumble confidence, when he fhall come to

¢ 1 Pct. 111, 20,

L
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judee the world. Your concurrence mn this el
*Ilt‘lble defign of diftributing Bibles among tj.
poor, that they may be timely warned to fic.
from the wrath to come, 1s commendable ;-
thus you affift 1n preparing an ark for them
the very book or books which your money w 11
purchafe, may be blefled to the {aving iom;
and confequently you may be the inftrumen
Can you bear the thought of being inftrument;
to the falvation of others, and to lofe vour ow,
foul, and be yourfelf a caft-away at laft, afief
all the means and opportunities you have beq
favoured with, afier all the warnings and cal}
you have had, after all the good you may ha
done, as a member of f{ociety.—Alas! is i}
poflible that you can believe there 1s a flog
coming, and that an ark 1s prepared, and n§
fice, mﬁantly flee, for refuge, to the hope fi
before you? Oh! may the Lord make yof
truly wife, and effetually win your foul tf
himf{elf.
Brethren, the wifdom {poken of in my teif
1s very different from the wifdom of this worli
which knows not God. But the Scriptuf
cannot be broken ; let us therefore abide Uj
the fure decifion of that wword which cann
deceive or difappoint us. "I'hey are truly wik
who are wife to win fouls; and though the
may be now obicured by m1ﬁeplefentatmnsm
reproaches—they fhall fhine, ere long, as tl
brightnefs of the firmament”, and they th
turn many to rlghteouﬁlefs, as the {lars, &

ever and ever. LA g
7 Dan. xii. 13.
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