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TO

MRS ———

LETTER L

My pEAR Mabpawm, Nov, —~ 1703, -
TOO much of that impatience which you

{peak of, towards thofe who differ from us

in {ome religious fentiments, is obfervable
on all fides, I do not confider it as the fault of a
few individuals, or of this or that party, fo much
as the efteCt of that inherent imperfeétion which is
common to our whole race, Anger and Icorn are.
equally unbecoming in thofe who profels to be fol-
lowers of the meek and lowly Jefus, and who ac-_.
knowledge themfelves to be both finful and fallible ;j‘ff
but too often fomething of this leaven will be
found cleaving. to the beit charadters, and mixed
with honeft endeavours to ferve the beft caufe.
But thus it was from the beginning, and we have
reafon to confefs that we are no better than the

B2 Apoftles
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Apoftles were, who, though they meant well,
manifelted once and again a wrong fpirit 1 their
zeal, Luke g, 54, Obfervation and experience
contribute, by the grace of God, gradually to
{foften and {weeten our {pirits; but then there will
- always be ground for mutual forbearance, and mu-
tual forgivenefs on this head. However, fo far as
I may judge of myfelf, I think this haﬁmefs Is not
my moft eaf) befetting fin, I am not indeed an
advocate for that 1ndlﬁ'erence and lukewarmnefs
to the truths of God, which feem to conftitute
the candour many plead for in the prefent day.
But while I défire to hold faft the found doétrines
of the gofpel ‘towards the perfons of my fellow
creatures, 1 wifth to -exercife: all moderation and
benevolence: Proteftants -or Papifts, Socinians or
Deifts, Jews, Samaritans, or Mahometans, all are
my neighbours, they have all a claim upon me for
the common offices of humanity. As to religion,
they cannot all be right, nor may 1 compliment
them by allowing the dlﬂ'El‘”ﬂCES between us are but
trivial, when I believe and know they are impor-
tant ; but ] am not to expect them to fee with my
eycs, I am deeply convinced of the truth of John
Baptift’s aphorifin, John 3. 27, a man can re-
receive nothing, except it be given him from
heaven. 1 well know, that the little meafure of
knowledge I have obtained in the things of God
has not been owmg to my own wifdom and doci-
lity, but to his goodnefs. Nor did I get it all at
once: he has been pleafed to exercife much pa-
tience and long-fuffering towards .me, for about
twenty-feven years paft, fince he fuft gave mea

defire
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defire of Iearning from himfelf. He has gracioufly
accommodated himfelf to my weaknels, borne with
my miftakes, and helped me through innwmerablg
prejudices, which, but for his mercy, would have
been infuperable hinderances: I have therefore no
right to be angry, impatient, or cenforious, cfpe-
cially, as I have {till much to learn, :and am fo
poorly influenced by what I feem to know. I am
weary of controverfies and difputes, and defire to
choofe for myfelf, and to point out to others Mary’s
part, to fit at Jefus feet; and to hear his words.
And bleffed be his name, fo far as I have learnt
from him, 1 am favoured with a comfortable cer-
tainty, I know whom | have believed, and am no
longer tofled about by the vartous winds and tides
of opinions, by which 1 fec many are dathed one
acainft the other, But I cannot; 1 muft not, I
dare not contend. Only as a witnels for God, 1
am ready to bear my fimple teftimony to what
1 have known of his truth, whenever I am properly
called to 1t,

I agree with you, that fome accounted Evange-
lical teachers have too much confined themfelves to
2 few leading and favourite topics. I think this a
fault; and believe, when it Is conftantly {o, the
auditories are deprived of much edification and
pleafure, which they might receive from a more
judicious and comprehenfive plan. The whole
Scripture, as it confifts of hiftories, prophecies,
doctrines, precepts, promifes, cxhortations, admo-
nitions, encouragements and reproofs, 1s the pro-
per {ubjeét of the Gofpel miniftry, and every part

b 3 ~ fhould
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fhould in its place and courfe be attended to; yet
fo as that, in every compartment we exhibit, Jefus
fhould be the capital figure ; in whom the prophe-
cies are fulfilled, the promifes eftablithed ; to whom,
- In a way of type and emblem, the moft important
parts of Scripture hiftory have an exprefs reference ;
and from whom alone we can receive that life,
ftrength and encouragement, which are neceffary
to make obedience either pleafing or pra&icable.
And where there is true fpiritual faith in the heart,
and i1n exercife, I believe a perfon will not fo much
need-a detail of what he is to pratife, as to be often
. greatly at a lofs without it. Qur Saviour’s com-
mandments are plain and clear in themfelves, and
that love which fprings from faith is the beft ca-

fuift and commentator to apply and enforce them,
You are pleafed to fay, ¢¢ Forgive me if I tranf-
grefs ; 1 know the place whereon 1 ftand is holy
ground.” Permit me to affure you, my dear Ma- -
cdam, that wegge I, which I am not, a perfon of
{fome importance, you would run no hazard of of-
fending me, by controverting any of my fentiments:
1 hold none (knowingly) which I am not willing
to fubmit to examination, nor am I afraid of of-
fending you by fpeaking freely, when you point
out my vaay. I fhould wrong you, if 1 thought to
pleale you by palliating or difguifing the {entiments
of my heart; and if I attempted to do fo, you
would fec through the defign and defpife it. T'here
may perhaps be an mmproper manner of chiming
upon the name of Jefus, and I am not for vindi-
cating any impropricty; yet could I feel what I
ought



ought to mean when I pronounce that name, 1
fhould not fear ientioning it too often. I am

afraid of no excefs in thinking highly of it, becaufe

I read it is the will of God, that all men fhould
honor the Son as they honor the Father. La-
boured explications of the Trinity 1 always avoid.
I ami_ afraid of darkening counfel by words without

knowledge. Scripture, and even reafon aflures me,
there is but one God, whofe name alone is Jehovah,
Scripture likewife aflures me that Chrift is God,
that Jefus is Jehovah: I cannot fay that reafon
. aflents with equal readinefs to this propofition as to
the former. But admitting what the Scripture
teaches concerning the evil of fin, the depravity of
human nature, the method of falvation, and. the
offices of the Saviour ; admitting that God has pur-
pofed to glorify, not his mercy only, but his juf-
tice, in the work of redemptwn ; that the blood
fhed upon the crofs is 2 proper, adequate fatisfaction
for fin, and that the Redeemer is at pYefent the fhep-
- herd of thofe who believe in him, and will hereafter
be the judge of the world ; that in order to give the
effeCtual help’ which we need, it is neceffary. that he -
be always intimately with thefe who depend upon
him, in every age, in cvery place ; muft know the
thoughts and intents of every heart, muft have his
eye always upon them, his ear always open to
them, his arm ever ftretched out for their relief—
that they can receive nothing but what he beftows,
can do nothing but as he enables them, nor ftand a
moment but as he upholds them : admitting thefe
and thc like promifes, with which the word of God

B 4 | abounds,,
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abounds, reafon muft a]low, whatever difficulties
may attend the thought, that only he ‘who is God
over a]l bleffed for ever, is able or worthy to exe-

cute this complicated plan, every part of Wthh
requires the exertion of infinite wifdom and al-
mighty power ; nor-am I able to form any clear,
fatisfactory, comfortable thoughts of God, fuited
to awaken my love or engage my truft, but as he
has been pleafed to reveal himfelf in the Perfon of
Jefus Chrift, 1 beheve with the Apoi’cle, that God
was once manifefted in the flefh upon earth, and
that he is now manifefted in the flefh in heaven ;
and that the worfhip, not only of redeemed {inners,
but of the holy angels, is addrefled to the Lamb
that was flain, and who, in that nature in which he
fuftered, now exercifes univerfal dominion, and has
the government of heaven, earth, and hell upon
his thoulders,  This truth is the fou_n;]at:on upon
which my hope is built, the fountain from whence
I derive all my ftrength and confolation, and my
only encouragement for venturing to the thronc of
grace, for grace to help in time of need.

Till God in human flefh I fee,
My thoughts no comfort find ;

The holy, juft, and facred Three
" Are terrors to my mind.

But 1f Iminanuel’s face appear,
My hope, my joy begins ;
" His name forbids my {lavifh fear,
His grace removes my fins,

I am
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I am however free to confefs to you, "that
through the pride and unbelief remaining in my
heart, and the power of Satan’s temptations, there

arc feafons when I find no f{mall perplexity and
evil reafonings upon this high point: but:it'is fo
ablolutely effential to my peace, that I' cannot part
with it; for I cannot give it up, without giving up
all hope of falvation on the one hand, and gIving

up the bible, as an unmeaning, contradictory fable:
on the other. And through mercy, for the moft

part, when I am in my right mind, I am as fully
perfuaded of this truth as I am of my own exift=
ence : but-from the exercifes 1 have had about it,
I have learnt to fubfcribe to the Apoftle’s declara=~
tion, That no man can fay that Jefus Chrift is
Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft. T-am well fatished,
it will not be a burden to me at the hour of death,,
nor be laid to my charge at the day of judgment,
that I bave thought too highly of Jefus, expeltéd
too much from him myfelf, or laboured too muchs
in commending and fetting him forth to others, =25
the Alpha and Omega, the true God and "eternal’
life.  On the contrary, alas! alas! my guilt and
grief are, that my thoughts of him are fo famt, fo |
mfrequent and my commendations of him fola-
mentably. cold and difproportionate to what- they
ought to be, |

I know not whofe letters are rapturous, but I
with mine were more fo.: not that [-am a friend
to ungrounded fallies of imagination, flichts of
animal pafiions, or heat without licht. But it

would be amazing to me, were 1 not aware .of
B s - huunan

F 4



10 LETTERS TO

human depravity (of which I confider this as one
of the moft ftriking proofs), that they who have
any good hope of an intereft in the gofpel falvation,
do not find their hearts (as Dr, Watts exprefles it)
all on fire ; and that their very looks do not exprefs a
tranfport of admiration, gratitude, and love, when
they confider from what mifery they are redeemed,
to what happinefs they are called, and what a price
was paid for their fouls. I wifh to bz more like the
Apoftle Paul in this refpe&, who, though he often
forms and compounds new words, feems at a
lofs for any that could fuitably defcribe the emo-
tions of his heart. But I am perfuaded, you would
not object to the juft fervors of {criptural devotion :
but this holy flame can feldom be found unfullied
in the prefent life, The temper, conftitution, and
infirmities of individuals will mix more or lefs
with what they fay or do. Allowances muit be
made for fuch things in the prefent ftate of infir-
mity, for who can hope to be perfe&tly free from
them ? If the heart is right with God, and fin-
cerely affeted with the wonders of redeeming love,
our gractous high prieft, who knows our weaknefs,
pities and pardons what is amifs,” accepts our poor
efforts, and gradually teaches us to difcern and
avoid what is blameable. The work of grace, in
its firft ftages, 1 fometimes compare to the Jighting
of a fire, where for a while there is abundance of
fmoke, but it burns clearer and clearer. There is
often, both in letters and books, what might be
very well omitted ; but if a love to God and fouls
be the leading principle, I pafs as gentle cenfure

upon



upon the relt as I can, and apply, to fome eccentric

expreflions, what Mr, Prior fomewhere fays of ous
civil diffenfions in this land of liberty,

A bad effe&, but from a noble caufe.

Tam, &e..

P 4
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LETTER IL

My peAR Mapawm, Feb, 16, 1776.

T gave me great comfort to find, that what I

wrote concerning the divine charalter of Jefus,
as God manifeft in the flefh, met with vour appro-
bation. This dotrine is, in my view, the great
foundation ftone upon which all true religion 1s
built : but alas! in the prefent day, it i1s the ftum-
bling ftone and rock of offence, upon which too
many, fondly prefuming upon their own wildom,
fall and are broken, I am fo far from wondering
that any fhould doubt of it, that I am fiimly per-
fuaded none can truly believe it, however plainly
fet forth in {fcripture, uniefs it be revealed to them
from heaven ; or, in the Apoftle’s words, that No
ouc can call Jefus Chrift Lord, but by thc Holy
Ghoft, 1 believe there are many who think they
believe it, becaufe they have taken it for granted, and
neverattentively confidered the difficulties with which
it is attended in the eye of fallen reafon. Judging
by natural light, it feems impoflible to believe, that
the title of the true God and eternal lite fhould
properly belong to that defpifed man who hung
dead upon the crofs, expofed to the infults of his
cruel enemies. I know nothing that can obviate
the objections the reafoning mind 1s ready to form
- againft it, but a real convittion of the {infulnefs of
fin, and- the {tate of a {finner as expofed to the

curfc of the holy law, and deltitute of every plea
. | | and
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and hope in himfelf. Then the neceflity. of 2 Re-

deemer, and the.neceflity of this Redeemer’s. being
almighty, is feen and felt, with an evidence. which
bears down all oppofition ; for neither the efhicacy
of his atonement and interceflion, nor his fufficiency.
to guidé, fave, protect, and feed thofe.who truft in
him, can be conceived of without it. When the
cyes of the underftanding are opened, the foul made
acquainted with and attentive to its own ftate and
wants, he.that runs, may read this truth, not-in a
few detached texts of a dubious.impart, and:liable
to be twiﬁ;ﬁdf and tortured by-the- arts of criticifmy
but as interwoven in the very frame and. texture of
the bible, and written, as. with. a. fun-beam,
throughout, the principal parts both of the.old*and:
new teftament.  If: Chrift be the fhepherd. and the.

hufband of his people, under the gofpel; and.if his:,

coming - into the¢ world did not.abridge thofe who
feared God of the pr:vrleges they were entitled to

before_ his appearance, it- follows. by undeniable
confequence, that he 1s (Jod over all, blefled

for ever, For David. tells us, that his. fhep- .
h"ld was. Jehovah . and the hufband of the old
teﬂament church was the maker and God of: the.
whole carth, the holy one of Ifrael, whofe name is
the Lord of Hofts, P/ xxii. I.--]f liv. 8. with
xlvn. 4. Iaglee with you, Madam, that among,
the ‘many attempts which have been made to prove’

&

and illuftrate the fcripture. doé’crme, that the Father,,

the VVord and the Holy Spirit, are one God, there ‘

have been many Injudicious, unwarrantable things

q‘l

advanced, which have perplexed inftead of inftrult-

. ~. IH
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ing, and of which the enemies of the truth have
known how to inake their advantage. However,
there have been tratts upon thefe fublime fubje&ts
which have been written with judgment and an
unction, and I believe attended with 2 blefling. 1
feem to prefer Mir. Jones’s book on the Trinity to any
I have feen ; becaufe he does little more than ftate
{fome of the fcripture evidence for it, and draws his
inferences briefly and plainly, Though even he has
admitted a few texts, which may perhaps be thought
not quite full to the point; and he has certainly
omitted feveral of the moft exprefs and ftrongeft
teftimonies, 'The beft and happieft proof of all,
that this doCtrine is true in itfelf and true to us, is
the experience of its effects. They who know his
name will put their truft in him: they who are
rightly imprefled with his aftonifhing conde{cenfion
and love, in emptying himfelf, and fubmitting to
the death of the crofs for our fakes, will find them-
felves under a fweet conitraint to love him again,
and will feel a little of that emotion of heart, which
the Apoftle exprefles in that lively paflage, Gal. vi,
14. The knowledge of Chrift crucified (like Ithu-
riel’s fpear) removes the falfe appearances by which
we have been too long cheated, and fliews us the
men and the things, the [pirit, cuftoms, and
maxims of the world, in their juft light. Were 1
perfectly mafter of myfelf and my fubjelt, 1 would
never adduce any text in proof of a dollrine or
affertion from the pulpit, which was not dire& and
conclufive, Becaule if a text is prefled into an
argument, to- which i1t has no proper relation, it

yather
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rather encumbers than fupports it, and raifes a fuf-
picion that the caufe is weak, and better teftimonies
in its favor cannot be obtained. Some mifapplica«
tions of this kind have been fo long in ufe, that
they pafs pretty current, though if brought to the
affay they would be found not quite fterling: but
I endeavour to avoid them to the beft of my judg-
nient. Thus, for inftance, I have often heard,
Rom. xiv. 23. whatfoever 1s not. of fath is fin,
quoted to prove, that without 2 principle of faving
faith we can perform nothing acceptable to God.

W hereas it feems clear from the context, that faith
is there ufed in another fenfe, and fignifies a firm

perfuafion of mind refpecting the lawfulnefs of the
altion. However, I doubt not but the propofition
in itfelf is ftri@ly true, in the other fenfe, if con-
fidered detached from the connection in which it .
ftands 3 but I thould rather choofe to prove it from
other paffages, where it is direétly affirmed, as
Heb, xi. 6. Matt, xii. 33. Infuch cafes, I think
hearers thould be careful not to be prejudiced againt
a doftrine, merely becaufe it 1s not well fupported ;
for perhaps it is capable of folid proof, though:the
preacher was not fo happy as to hit upon that which
was moft fuitable: and extempore preachers may -
fometimes hope for a little allowance upon this
head, from the more candid part of their auditory,
and not be made offenders for an inadvertence,
which they cannot perhaps always. avoid in the
hurry of fpeaking. W ith refpect to the application
of fome paflages in the old teftament to our Rord
and Saviour, I hold it fafeft to keep clofe to the

~{pecimens

-—
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fpecimens the: Apoftles have given us, and 1 would
venture with caution if 1 go beyond their line;
yet it is probable they have only given us a {peci-
men, and-that there are a great number of paflages
which have a direé reference to gofpel truths,
though we may run fome hazard in making out the
allufion. If St. Paul had not gone before me, I
fhould have hefitated to allert, that the prohibition,
Thou fhalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the
corn, was given, not upon the account of oxen, but
aitogether for our fakes : nor fhould [ without his af-
fiftance have found out, that the hiftory of Sarah and
Harar was a defigned allegory, to fet forth the dif-
ference between the law and gofpel covenants.
Therefore when [ hear minifters tracing fome other
allufions; [ cannot be always fure that they pufh
. them too far, though perhaps they are not quite
fatisfalory to sy judgment; for it may be, they
have a farther infight into the meaning of the places
than myfelf, Andl think feriptures imay be {ome-
times ufed to advantage, by way of accommeodation
in-popular difcourfes, and in fomething of a diffe-
renit.ifenfe from what they bear in the - place where
they ftand, provided they are notalledged 2s proots,
but only to illuftrate a- truth already proved or
acknowledged. Though Job’s friends and Job
bimfelf were mpiftaken, there are many great truths
in their {peeches, which, as fuch, may, 1 think,
ftand as the foundation of a difcourfe, Nay, I
either bave, or have often intended to borrow 2a
truth from the mouth even of Satan, ¢ Halt thou

§¢ not fet a hedge about him 2 Such a confeflion,
extortec
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extorted from our grand adverfary placing the fafety
of the Lord’s people, under his providential care,

in a very ftriking light, |
1 perfetly agree with you, Madam, that our
religious fenfations and exercifes are much influs
enced and tinétured by natural conftitution; and
that therefore tears and warm emotions on the one
hand, or a comparative drynefs of {pirit on the
other, are na fure indications of the real ftate of
the heart. Appearances may agree in.different
perfons, or vary in the fame perfon, from caufes
merely natural : even a change of weather may
have fome 1nfluence in raifing or deprefling the {pi-
rits, where the nerves are very delicate; and 1
think fuch perfons are more fufceptive of impref-
fions from the agency of invifible powers, both
good and evil ; an agency which, though we can-
not explain, experience will not permit us to deny.
However, though circumftantials rife and fall, the
real difference between nature and grace remadins
unalterable. ‘T'hat work of (God upon the heart,
which is-fometimes called a new birth, at others a:
new creation, Is as diftant from the higheft effeCls
of natural principles, or the moft {pecious imita-
tions which education or refolutions can produce,
as hight s from darknefs, or life from death, Only
he who made tbe world can either make a Chrif-
t:an, or {upport and cafry on his own work; A
thirft after God as our portion ; a delight in. Jefus,
as the only way and door; a renunciation of f{elf
- and of the world, fo far as it is oppofite to.the
{pirit ‘of the gofpel : thefe, and the like fruits of
that
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that grace which bringeth. falvation, are not only
beyond the power of our fallen nature, but con-
trary to its tendency ; (o that we can have no defires
of this kind till they are given us from above, and
can for a feafon hardly bear to hear them fpoken of,
either as excellent or neceffary,
I am, with great regard,
Madam,
Your moft obedient.

LETTER
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LETTER IIL
My pEAR Mapam, Sept. 17, 1776,

E are much indebted to you for your kind
thoughts of us. Hitherto I feel no uneafi-
nefs about what is before me; but I am afraid my
tranquillity does not wholly fpring from truft in the
‘Lord, and fubmiffion to his will, but that a part of it
at leaft is derived from the aflurances Mr. W, gave
me, that the operation would be neither difficult nor
dangerous. 1 have not much of the hero in my con-
{titution 5 if in great pains or fharp trials 1 fhould ever
{fhew a becoming fortitude, it muft be given me from
above., 1 defire to leave all with him, in whofe .
hands my ways are, and who has promlfed me
ftrength according to my day,

I rejoice that the Lord has not only made you
defirous of being ufeful to others in their fpiritual
concerns; but has given you in fome inftances to
fee, that your defires and  attempts have not been
in vain, [ fhall thankfully accept of the commif=
fion you are pleafed to ofter me, and take a pleafure
in perufing any papers you may think proper to put
into my hands, and offer you my fentiments with
that fimplicity, which I am perfuaded will be much
more agreeable to you than compliments, Though
I know there is in general a delicacy and difficulty
in fervices of this kind, yet with refpe&t te yourfelf,
I feem to have ncthing to fear,

I have



20 LETTERS TO

I have often withed we had more female pens
employed in the fervice of the fan&tuary. Though

few ladies encumber themfelves with the apparatus
of Latin and Greek, or engage in voluminous per-

formances, yet in the article of effay-writing, I
think many are qualified to fucceed better than moft
men 3 having a peculiar eafinefs of ftyle,- which few
of us can imitate. I remember you once fhewed
me a paper, together with the correftions and al-.
terations propofed by a gentlemen, whofe opinion
you had afked, 1 thought his correions had in-
jured it, and given it an dir of fiffnefs, which is
often obfervable when learned men write in En-
glith.  Grammatical rules, as they are called, are
wholly derived from the mnode of {peaking or writing
which obtains amongft thofe who beft underftand
the language. For the language muft be fuppofed
eftablifhed, before any grammar can be made for
it. And therefore women, who from the courfe of
their education and life have had an opportunity of
reading the beft written books, and converfing with

thole who fpeak well, though they do not burden
themfelves with the formality of grammar, have

often more fkill in the Englifth language than the

men who can call every figure of fpeech by a Latin
or Greek name, You may be fure, Madam, I

fhall not wifh your papers fupprefled, mercly be-
caufc they were not written by a learned man.
Language and f{tyle, however, are but the drefs.
Trifles, however adorned, are trifles ftill. A
perfon of fpiritual difcernment would rather be the
author‘of one page, written in the humble garb of

- Bunyan,
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Bunyan, upon a ferious fubjc&, than to be able _td-
rival the fprightlinefs and ‘elegance of Lady M.

W. Montague, unlefs it could be with a view to’
edification, T'he fubjelts you propofe are impor~
tant; and with refpect to facramental meditations,
and all devotional exercifes fo called, 1 perfeltly
agree with you, that to be affefting and ufeful
they muft be di¢tated rather by'the heart.than by
the head ; and are moft llkely to influence others,
Wwhen they are the fruits and tranfcripts of our own
experience. So far as I know, we are but fcantily,
provided with fpecimens of this fort in print, and
therefore I fhall be glad to fee an acceffion to the
public ftock. Your other thought of helps to.re-
colle&tion on Saturday evenings is, 1 think, an’
attempt in which none have been before-hand with
you. So that, according to the general appearance,
I feel myfelf difpofed to encourage you to do as you
have purpofed. On the other hand, if I meet with
any thing, on the perufal of the papers, which in
my view may feem to need alteration, I will freely
and faithfully point it out.
I can almoft fmile now, to think you once clafled
me amongft the foics. If I dare fpeak with con-
fidence of myfelf in any thing, I think I may lay
claim to a little of that pleafing, painful thing,
fenfibility, I need not boait of it, for it has too.
often been my fnare, my fin, and my punithment,
Yet I would be thankful for a {pice of it, as the’
Lord’s gift, and when rightly exercifed. it is valu~
able; and I think I fhould make but an aukward
miqiﬂer without it, efpecially here, Where there
15
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is this fenfibility in the natural temper, it will give
a tincture or caft to our religious expreflion, In-
deed I often find this fenfibility weakeft where i1t
thould be flrongeft, and have reafon to reproach.
myfelf that [ am no more affelted by the character,
love, and fufferings of my Lord and Saviour; and
my own peculiar, perfonal obligations to him.
" However, my views of religion have been fuch for
many years, as I fuppofed more likely to make me
deemed an enthufiait than a ftoic. A moonlight.
head-knowledge derived from a fyftem of fentiments,
however true in themfelves, is in my judgment a
poor thing : nor, on the other hand, am I an ad-
mirer of thofe rapturous fallies, which are more
owing to 2 warm imagination, than to a juft per- .
ception of the power and importance of gofpel truth.
The gofpel addrefles both head and heart: and
where it has its proper efte€t, where it is received
as the word of God, and is clothed with the au-
thority and energy of the holy Spirit, the under-
ftanding is enlightened, the affections awakened and
engaged, the will brought into fubjettion, and the
whole foul delivered to its impreflion as wax to the
feal. When this is the cafe ; when the affe&ions
do not take the lead, and pufh forward with a blind
impulfe, but arife from the principles of feripture,
and are governed by them, the more warmth the
better. Yet in this ftate of infirmity, nothing is
perfet ; and eur natural temperament and difpo-
fition will have more influence upon our religious
fenfations than we are ordinarily aware, It is

well to know how to make proper allowances and
A abatements
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abatements upon this head,.in the judgment we
form both of ourfelves and of others, Many good
people are diftrefled and alternately elated by frames
and feelings, which perhaps are more conftitutional
than properly religious experiences, 1 dare not tell

you, Madam, what I am; but I can tell you what
I wifh to be, The love of God, as manifefted in

Jefus Chrift, is what I would wifh to be the abiding
objet of my contemplation ; not merely to {pecu-
late upon it as a do€trine, but fo to feel it, and my
own intereft in 1t, as to have my heart filled with
its effelts, and transformed into its refemblance ;
that with this glorious exemplat in my view, I may
be animated” to a fpirit of benevolence, love, and
compaflion, to all around me. That my love may
be primarily fixed upon him who has fo luoved me,
and then, for his fake, diffufed to all his children,
and to all his creatures,” 'Thén, knowing that
much is forgtven to me, I fhould be prompted to
the ready exercife of forgivenefs, if I have aught
againft any. Then I fhould be humble, patient,
and fubmiflive under all his difpenfations ; meek,
gentle, forbearing, and kind to my fellow worms.
‘Then I fhould be active and diligent in improving
all my talents and powers in his fervice, and for
his glory ; and live not to myfelf, but to him who
loved me and pave himfelf for me.
I am, Madam,
‘Your moft obedient and obliged,

LETTER
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LETTER IV,

My pEAR MADAM, 2.9 Nov. 1776,

Am perfuaded you need not be told, that though
there are perhaps fuppofable extremities in which
felf would  prevail over all -confiderations, yet in
general it is more eafly to {uffer in our own perfons,
than in the perfons of thofe whom we dearly love ; for

through fuch a medium our apprehenfions poffibly
receive the idea of. the trouble enlarged beyond its

~ juft dimenfions ; and it would fit lighter upon us
if it were properly our own cafe, for then we fhould
feel it all, and there would be no room for imagi-
nation to exaggerate,

But though I feel grief, I truft the Lord has
mercifully preferved me from impatience and mura
muring, and that in the mid{t of all the pleadings
of flefh and blood, thereis a fomething within me
that aims to fay without referve and exception, Not
my will, but thine be done.

It is a comfortable confideration, that he with
whom we have to do, our great high prieft, who
once put away our fins by the facrifice of himfelf,
and now for ever appears in the prefence of (God
for us, is not only poflefled of fovereign authority
and infinite power, but wears our very nature,
and feels and exercifes in the higheft degree thofe
tendernefles and commiferations, which 1 conceive
are eflential to humanity in its perfet flate, The

whole hiftory of his wonderful life is full of inimi-
table
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table inftances of this kind. . His bowels were
moved before his arm was exerted ; he condefcended
to mingle tears with- mourners, and wept over diftréf-.
fes which he intended to relieve. He istill the fame
in his exalted ftate ; compaflions dwell within his'
heart, In. a way inconceivable to us, but con-
{iftent with his fupreme dignity and perfection of
happinefs and glory, he fill feels for his people.
When Saul perfecuted the- members upon earth, the
head complained from heaven : and fooner fhall the -
moft tender mother fit infenfible and inattentive to
the cries and wants of her infant, than the Lord
Jefus be an unconcerned {pectator .of his {uftering
children. No, with the eye and the ear and the
heart of a friend he attends to their forrows; he
counts their fighs, puts their tears in: his bottle ;
and when our fpirits are overwhelmed within us, -
he knows our path, and adjufts the time, the mea-
fure of our trials, and every thing that is neceffary
for our prefent fupport and feafonable deliverance,
with ‘the {ame urierring wifdom and accuracy-as he
weighed' the mountains in fcales and _ hills -in’ a
balance, and meeted out -the -heavens with a
{fpan. Still more, befides "his benevolent, he has.
an experimental {ympathy.. - He ‘knows our {or-
rows, not merely as he knows all things, but
as- one. who: has been in our fituation, and who,
though -without fin himfelf, endured when upon -
earth inexpreflibly more for us than he will ever lay
upon us, He has fan&ified poverty, pain, dif=
grace, temptation and death, by paffing through

thefe ftates ; and in whatever ftates his people are,
| VoL, Il, C they
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they: may by: faith: have fellowfHipavith. him.in their
futferingsy. and he:with by: fpmpathy.’ and- love: have
fellowihip-andi intereft. with them invtheirs, .- What
then fhalll'we:fearj or of: what fhall' we: complain ?
when all our.concerns are .written: upon his heart, -
and. their. management, " to., the' very hairs of our
head,. are; under his care and providencer;;' when he
pities-us mbore than 'we. can do- ourfelves,. and has
engaged his: almighty. power: to fufkain and relieve
us., However,. ds-he: is. tender he is wz(e_- allo 3 he
loves. us,. but: efpecially; with regard to our beft-in-
terefls. If there: were not fomething in our hearts
and .our fituation that required difcipline and: medi-
cine, he:fo delights-in our profperity that we fhould
never: be in:heavinefs. "The:innumerable comforts
and: mercies; with- which:he' enrichies even thofe: we
call our ‘darker days,. are- fuflicient proofs- that' he
does: nat willingly grieve: us:: but when he:fees a
need be for chaftifemens, he will not withhold it be-
caufe-he loves us-; onthe contrary, that is the very
reafon why he afflits. He will put his filver into
the fire to puriy: it,: but he fits- by the furnace as a
refiner,. to. direct:the progefs, 'and. to fecure the end
he: has in- view, that we may neither fuffer too
aouchy nor fuffer inivain,
I am, oy dear Madam,

Your &c.

LETTER
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8MY DEAR MADAM, _ D.ec.—-1776. *

Have often preached: to others of the benefit of
E afiGion, but my own path-for many- ){Eﬂl‘;ﬁ;&i
been fo {mooth, and my trials, though 1 have not been,
without trials, comparatively fo light and few, thatI, -
nave feemed to myfelf to {peak by rote upon a {ubjects.
of which I had not a proper feeling. Yet the many:
exercifes of my poor afflicted people, and.the fyma
pathy the Lord has given me, with them' in their,
troubles, has made this a.frequent and favorite. topic.
of my miniftry among them. The. advantages of .
affliCtions, when the Lord. is. pleafed- to:employ
them for the good of -his people, are. many and
great, Permit me to mention a:few of them; and
the Lord grant that we.may: all .find thofe bleffed
ends. anfwered to ourfelves, by- the trials ‘he is
pleafed to appoint us. ,

Affli&tions quicken us to prayer. It Is a. Plf)’ it
fhould be fo, but experience teflifies, that:a'long
courfe of eafe and profperity, without. painful
changes, has- an unhappy" tendency to -make . us
cold and formal in our fecret.worfhip ; but: tmub]es
roufe our fpirits, and conftrain us to call upon: tht;
Liord in good earneft, when we feel a need..of that
help Wthh we only can have:from him,

They are ufeful, and in a- degree neceﬂ'ar)r
to keep alive 1n us a conviction of the van;ty_ang :

C2 unfatisfying
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unfatisfying naturc of the prefent world, and all its
enjoyments; to remind us that this is not our reft,
and to call our thoughts upwards, where our true
treafure is, and where our converfation ought to be,
When things go on much to our wifh, our hearts
are too prone to fay, It is good to be here. It is
probable that had Mofes, when he came to invite
Ifrael to Canaan, found them in profperity, as in
the days of Jofeph, they would have been very un-
willing to remove; but the afflictions they were
previoufly brought into made his meilage welcome,
Thus the Lord, by pain, {icknefs and difappoint-
ments, by breaking our cifterns and withering our
gourds, weakens our attachment to this world,
and makes the thought of quitting it more familiar
and -more defirable, |
A child of God cannot but greatly defire a more
enlarged and experimental acqmintance with his
holy word ; and this attainment is greatly promoted
by our trials. «The'far greater part of the promifes
in fcripture are made and fuited to a {tate of af-
flition ; and though we may believe they are true,
we cannot fo well know their fweetnefs, power
and fuitablenefs, unlefs we ourfelves are in a flate
to which they refer, The Lord fays, Call upon
me in the day of trouble, and 1 will deliver—now
till the day of trouble comes, fuch a promife is like
a city of refuge to an lfraelite, who not having
flain a man, was in no danger of the avenger of
blood. He had a privilege near him, of which he
knew not the ufe and value, becaufe he was not
in the cafe for which it was provided, But fome
' can
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can fay, I not only believe this promiife upon the
authority of the fpeaker, but I can‘fet my f{eal:to
it : I have been in trouble ; I.took this courfe: for
relief, and I was not difappointed. - The ‘Lord
verily heard and delivered me, Thus afilictions
likewife give occafion of our knowing and neticing
more of the Lord’s wifdom, power, and goodnefs,
in {upporting and relieving, than we fthould other-
wife have known, |

I have not time to take another fheet, mult
therefore contract my-homily. Afflictions evidence
to ourfelves, and manifeft to others the reality of
arace. And when we fuffer as Chriftians, exercife
fome meafure of that patience and {fubmiffion, and
receive fome meafure of thefe fupports and {upplies,
which the gofpel requires and promifes to be-
lievers, we are more confirmed that we have not -’
taken up with mere notions; and others mmay be.
convinced, that we do not follow cunningly de-
vifed fables, They likewife flrengthen by exercife
our graces : as our-limbs and natural powers would’
be feeble if not called to daily exertion, fo the
graces of the Spirit would languith, without fome-
thing was provided to draw them out toufe, And
to fay no ‘more, they are honourable, as they ad-
vance our conformity'to Jelus our Lord, who was
2 man of forrows for our fake, Methinks if we

might go.to heaven without fuffering, we fhould be
unwilhing to defire it, "Why fhould we ever wifh

to go by any other path than that which he. has
confecrated and endeared by his own example ? ef-

pecially as his people’s fufferings are not penal ; -
C 3 there
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there is no wrath in them ; the'cup he puts.in their
‘hands is very different from that which he-drank for
-their fakes, ‘and is only. medicinal to.promote their
.chief good.——Here 1 muft flop; but the fubjedt is
fruitful; and might be purfued through a quire of

paper.,
Iam, &c.

LETTER
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My prar Manawm, . Augufl — v778.

QOUR oblieing favor of the 22d from B—

which T rerew&d' laft night, demands an im-
mcdiate acknow_l-dgment. M ity things which
would have offered by way of anfwer, muft for the
prefent be poftponed; for thefave poft brought an
information whrch turns my th@uﬂh 5 10 one beJE&.
What thall I fay? Toplc's of cbn(o]anon are at
hand “m -abundance’; they are’ Fumitiar to your
mind, and was 1 to-hlt-the Theet with: them, I could
fugoelt nothing butrwhat you-already knOW. T hen
are they confolatoryindeed, when the Lord "him-
folf is-pl:afed toapply them to the heart. This he
has promited, and therefore ‘we ‘are’ encouraged to
expect it, “This is'my prayer *for*—you I'imcerely

{ympathrze with you': ‘I cannot comfort you, ‘but
he can, and 1 truft he will. How impertinent

would 1t be to advife you to forget or fufpend the
feelings which fuch a ‘ftroke muft excite! who
canhelp feeling ! nor fs fenfibility.in-itfelf finfu),
Chriftian relignation'is very different ‘from that
ftorcal ftubbornnefs, which'is moft eafily prattifed
by thofe unamiable charalters whofe regards centre
wholly in {elf : nor could we in a proper manner
exercife {fubmiflion to the will of God under our
trials, if we did not feel them. He who knows

our frame 1s pleafed 'to allow, that afli®ions for
C 4 . the
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the prefent are not joyous but grievous. But to
them that fear him he is near at hand, to fupport
their fpirits, to moderate their grief, and in the
iffue to fanctify it, fo that they fhall come out of
the furnace refined, more humble, and more {pi-
ritual.  There is, however, a part affigned us: we
are to pray for the help in need, and we are not
wilfully to give way to the impreflion of overwhelm-
ing forrow. We are to cndeavour to turn our
thoughts to fuch confiderations as are fuited to al-
leviate it 3 our deferts as finners, the many mercies
‘we are fhll indulged with, the ftill greater afilic-
‘tions which many of our fcllow-creaturcs endure,
and above all, the fufferings of Jefus,- that man of
forrows, who made hlmfelf intimately acquainted
with grief for our fakes.

- When the will of the Lord is manifefted to us
by the event, we are to look to him for grace and
dtrength, and be ftill to know that he is God, that
e has a right to difpofe of us and ours as he pleafes,
-and that in the exercife of this right he is moft
certainly good and wife. We often complain of
Jofles, but the expreflion is rather improper.
Strictly fpeaking, we can lofe nothing, becaufe we
‘have no real property in any thing,- Qur earthly
comforts are lent us, and when recalled, we ought
to return and refign them with thankfulnefs to ‘him
‘who has let them reinain fo long 1n our hands.
But as I faid above, I do not mean to enlarge in
this ftrain: I hope the Lord, the only comforter,
will bring fuch thoughts with warmth and eﬂicacy

‘upon your mind. . Your wound, while frefh, is
| painful ;
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painful ; but faith, prayer, and time, will, T truft,
gradually render it tolerable, There is fomething
fafcinating in grief; painful as it is, we are prone to
indulge it, and to brood over the thoughts and: cir-
cumftances which are fuited (like fuel to- fire) to.
heighten and prolong it, When the Lord affli&ts,
it is his defign that we fhould grieve; but in this,

as in all other things, there is a certain moderation
which becomes a Chriftian, and which only grace

can teach : and grace teaches its, not by books or
by hearfay, but by-experimental Jeffons : all beyond
this fhould be avoided and guarded againft. as finful -
and hurtful, Grief, when indulged and exceflive,
preys upon the fpiri'ts, injures hea]th,’ indifpofes
us for duty, and caufes us to fhed tears which
deferve more tears. This is a weeping world. Sin
has filled it with thorns and briars, with croffes
and calamities. It is a great hofpital, refounding -
with groans in cvery quarter. It is as a field of
battle, where many are falling around us continu-
ally ; and it is more wonderful that we efcape fo
well, than that we are fometimes wounded, ' We
mufl have fome fhare; it is the unavmdable lot of
our nature and ftate ; it is likewife needful in point
of difcipline. The Lord will certainly chaften
thofe whom he loves, though others may feem to
pals for a time with impunity. ~That is a; fweet,
mﬁrué’cwe, and important paflage, Hed, xii, 5, 11
It is fo plain, that it needsno comment; fo full,
that a comment would but weaken it. May the
Lord infcribe it upon your heart, my dear Madam,
and upon mine, I am your moﬁ obedient, -

obliged, and humble Servﬁnt.
¢ s
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LETTER VIL

. ~—I\'1Y DEAR MADAM NG’U - 17h8

"OUR obliging favor raifed in me a variety of
| ~emotions when I firft received it, and has re-
vived them this morning while perufing it again.
I have mourned and rejoiced with you, and felt
pain and pleafure in fucceflion as you diverfified the
fubjeét. However, the weight of your grief I was

“willing to confider as a thing that is paft; and the
.thought that you had been mercifully fupported

under it, and brought through it; that you were re-
{tored home in fafety, and that at the time of wri-
tin;g you were tolerably well and compofed, made
joy upon the whole preponderate; and 1 am more
difpofed to congratulate you, and join you in praif-
ing the Lord for the mercies you enumerate, than
to prolong my condolence upon the mournful parts
~of your letter.—Repeated trying occafions have
-made me well acquainted with the anxious inqui-
~ ries with which the bufy, poring mind is-apt to
- purfue departed friends : it can hardly be otherwife
“under fome circumitances. 1 have found prayer the
. heft relief. 1 have thought it very allowable to
favall myfelf to the utmoft of every favorable con-
ﬁderatlon but I have had the moft comfort, when
I have been enabled to refign the whole concern
into his -hands, whofe thoughts and ways, whofe

power and goodnefs are infinitely fuperior to our
Conceptlon!?.
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conceptions,  I-confider ,in.fuch-.cafes, sthat sthe
great Redeemer-can!fave. to the, uttermoft, :and the
great Teacher -can ‘coOmmunicate light. and. lmprefs_
truth, when and-how he pleafes. I truﬂ the power
of his grace and compaffion will heréafter trium-
phantly appear, in many inftances, .of perfons, who-
on their dying beds, and in therr laft. moments,
-have been by his mercy con{’cramed tog‘eel the im-
portance and .reality -of truths, ‘which they did not
properly underftand and attend to in the hour of
health.and profperity, -Such aifalutary change.I
have frequently, or at leaft.more than -once, twice,
or thrice, been an eye-witnefs to, .accompanied
with fuch evidence as, I think, has been. quite fatif-
fattory. And.who can fay fuch a'change may not
often take piace when the perfon who is the fub-
ject of 1t is too much enfeebled-to give an account:-
to by-ftanders of what is.tranfacing in his mind !
Thus [ have encouraged my hagpe. But the beft.
fatisfaction of 4llis, -to be.duly imprefled with the-
voice that fays, Be ftill, and know that Iam.Ged..
Thele words direct us, :not only to his. {ov overeignty,
his undoubted right ‘to do what he will with his.
own, but to all hls adorable and amiable. pf:rfec-
tions, by which he has manifefted. hl.mfelf to-us.in
the Son.of - his-ove,. S o
As I.am not a Sadducee,. the. accahnt you give
of -the. mufic which entertained ;you muthe road.

does not put my.dependence* exther upon your ves

racity or your-:judgment. to anytrial, We live
upon: the confines of .the /invifible world, cor rather.

perhapsm themidft.of it. That unfegn-agentsihave:a:
Ca powes’
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‘power of operating upon our minds, at leaft upon
that myfterlous faculty we- call the i 1magmat10n, 1S
with‘me not merely a point- of opinion, or even'of
faith, but of experience, That evil {pirits can,
when permitted, difturb, diftrefs and defile us, 1
know, as well as I know that the fire can burn me:
And though their interpofition is perhaps more
eafily and certainly diftinguifhable, yet from ana-
logy I conclude, that good fpirits are ‘equally ‘wil-
ling and equally able to employ their kind ofhces
for our relief and comfort, I have formed in my
mind a kind of fyftem upon this {ubjeét, which for
the moft part I keep pretty much to myfelf; but I
can entruft my thoughts to you as they occafionally
-offer. I apprebend that fome perfons -(thofe par-
ticularly who rank under the clals of nervous) are
-more open and acceflible to thefe impreffions than
others, and probably the fame perfon more fo at
fome times than others. And-though we frequently
diftinguith between imaginary and real, (which is
-one reafon why nervous people are fo feldom pitied)
yet an impreffion upon the imagination may, as to
the agent that produces it, and to the perfon that
receives it, be as much-a reality as any of the fen-
fible objects around him ; though a by-ftander, not
being able to fhare in the perce[)tion, may account
it 2'mere whim, and fuppofe it niight be avoided or
removed by an a& of the will. Nor have any 2
right to withhold their aflent to what the Scriptures.
teach, and. many fober perfons declare, of this in-
vifible agency, merely becaufe we cannot anfwer
the queftions,  How ? or Why? The thing may
- be
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be certain, though e cannot eafily explain it;
and there may be juft and-important reafons for it,
though we fhould not be able to aflign them. If
what you heard, or (which in my view is much the
fame) what you thought you heard, had a tendency
to compofe your fpirit, and to encourage your. ap-
plication to the Lord for help, at the time when
you were about to ftand in need of efpecial affift-
ance, then there 1s a fufficient and fuitable reafon
afligned for it at once, without looking farther,
It would be dangerous to make impreffions a rule
of duty; butif they ftrengthen us and affift us in
the performance of what wwe fnow to be our duty,
we may be thankful for them,

You have taken leave of your favorite trees, and
the {cenes of your younger life, but a few years
fooner than you muft have done, if the late difpen- -
- {ation had not taken place. All muft be left foon,
for all below is polluted, and in its beft ftate is too
{canty to afford us happinefs, If we are believers
m Jefus, all we can quit is a mere nothing, com-
pared with what we fhall obtain, To exchange a
dungeon for a palace, earth for heaven, will call
for no felf-denial, when we ftand upon the thref-
hold of eternity, and fhall have a clearer view than
we have now of the vanity of what is paffing from
us, and the glory of what i1s before us, The par-
tial changes we meet with in our way through life
are defigned to remind us of, and prepare us for the
great change which awaits us at the end of it, The

Lord grant that we may find mercy of the Lord'
in that folemn hour.

I am, Madam, your moﬂ: obedient, &c»
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My DEAR Mapam,

Y heart is full, yet I muft ref’craln it. Many |
thoughts which crowd my mind, and would
have vent were I writing to’ another perfon, \would
to-you be unfeafonable, I write not to ‘rémitid you
of what yoy have loft, but-of what you have, which
you cannot lofe, May the Lord put 4-word in“my
heart that may be acceptable and rndy’ liis. good
Spirit accompany the perufal; arid enableyou to fay
with the Apoftle, that’ as fuﬂénngs -abouitd, con=
folations' 4lfo abound' by Jefus:Chrift, -:Indeed I
can fympathlze with you.” I remember too the de-
licacy of ‘your frame,-and the tenderiefs of your
natural fpirits j -fo- that -were )ou ‘not- interefted-- in
the exceeding -gredt and precious promifes of the
gofpel,. | fhould: bé ready ‘to fear you muft fink
under
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under your trial. But I have fome faint concep-
tions of the all-fufficiency and faithfulnefs of the
Lord, and may addrefs you in the King’s words to
‘Daniel, Thy God whom thou ferveft continually,
he willdeliver thee, Motives for refignation to his
will abouid in his word, but itis an additional and
crowning mercy, that hehas promifed to apply and
inforce them in time of need. He has faid, My
grace fhall be {ufficient for thee, and as thy day is,
fo fhall -thy trength be, This I truft you have
already experienced. The Lord is fo rich and fo
good, that he can by a glance of thought compen-
fate his children for whatever his wifdom fees fit to
deprive them of, If he gives them a lively fenfe of
what he has delivered lthem from,, and prepared for
them, or of what he himfelf bemltt“d to endure
for their fakes, they find at:ence light fpringing up
out of darknefs, rhard ~things becone feafy, amd
bitter {weet, - I remgmber to:have. resd .af a_goéd
iman in-the .laft :century, .(prabally youmay- have
ynetiwith the .ftory ) -who, when -his--beloved-.and
woiily: fon lay jll, .was for.fome time greatly:anxiqus
-about the event, . One morning he ftaid longer than
(ufual in his clofet ; while he was there his fon died.
‘W hen he.came.out, his famlly were afraid; to " tell
him, but.ike.David he perceived it byrtheu lgoks;
and when upon jnquiry they faid it wds fo,. he 're-
céived the news-with a compofure.. l;hatlifurpnfed'
them, But he foon explained: the reafon, by tel-
Jing them, -that for fuch difcoveries .of the Lord’s
goodnefs as he had been favoured.with that.morn~"
:ing, he could be content to Jofeia fon every day.

~ Yes,

Mg,
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Yes, Madam, thougli every fiream: muft fail, " the-.
fountain is ftill full-and fkill'flowing. All the com-
fort you ever received in your dear- friend, was from.
the Lord, who is abundantly able t&conlfort1y0u
fill 5 'md he is gone but-a little befere you.  May
your faith anticipate the _]O)'flll and glorious mect-
ing you will fhortly have in a better world. - .Ihen
vour worfhip and converfe together:will be ito-un-~
fpeakable advantape, »without . imperfe&ion, -inter~
ruption, iabatement, or-end. “Then alb tears.fhalk
be wiped away, .and. cvery <cloud removed ; ‘and
then you will fee, that all your concernments . here
below (the Iate affliCting difpenfation not excepted)
were appointed and adjuﬁed by mﬁmte mfdom and
infinite love, =

The Lord, who knows our frame, ;does notrex=-
pect or.require that we fhould aim -at.a ﬁmca]_lnn
difference under his .vifitations. - He a}lows, that
afflictions are at prefent not joyous, but, gnevaus,,.
yea, he was pledfed when ypon earth to weep with
his mourning friends, when Lazarus died. DBut
he-has gracioufly provided for the prevention of ithat
anguifh and bitternefs of forrow, which is, upon
fuch occafions, the portion of fuch as live without
God in the world; and has engaged, that all {fhall
work together for good, and yield the peaceable
fruits of righteoufnefs. May he blefs you with a
fweet ferenity of fpirit, and a chearful hope of the
glory that fhall fhortly be revealed.

I intimated, that I would not trouble you with:
my own fenfe and fhare of this lofs, If you re-
‘member the great kindnefs I alw ays recewed from

Mr,_
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Mr, T—~— and yourfelf, as often as opportunity
afforded, and if you will believe me poffefled of any
fenfibility or gratitude, you will conclude that my
concern is not fmall, I feel likewife for the public.
Will it be a confolation to you, Madam, to know,
that you do not mourn alone? A charaéter fo ex-
emplary as a friend, a counfellor, a Chriftian, and
a minifter, will be long and deeply regretted ; and
many will join with me in praying, that you, who
are moft nearly interefted, may be fignally fupported,
and feel the propriety of Mrs. Rowe’s acknow-
“ledgment,

Thou doft but take the dymg lamp away,
To blefs me with thine own unclouded day,

We join in "moft affe&ionite refpe@s and condo-
Jence. May the Lord blefs you and keep you, lift
up the light of his countenance upon you, and give
-you peace,

| I am, my dear Madam,
: -Your moft obedient .

'*Ilz.uz’llar'cb!b 1774 . and obliged Servant,
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LETTER IL

My pEAR MADAM,

i

Have long and often purpofed waiting upon you

with a fecond letter, though one thing or other-
ftill caufed delay ; for though I could not but with
to hear from you, 1 was far from making that a
' condition of my writing. If you have leifure and
fpirits to favor me with a line now and then, it will
'i pive us much pleafure; but if not, it will be a
fufficient inducement with me to write, to know -
that you give me liberty, and that you will receive
my letters in good part. At the fame time I muft
add, that my various engagements will not permit
me to break in upon you fo often-as my fincere
affe@ion would otherwi{e prompt me to do.

I heartily thank you for yours, and hope my foul
defircs to praife the Lord on your behalf, I am
perfuaded that his goodnels to you, 1n fupporting
you under a trial fo fharp in itfelf, and in“the cir-
cunftances that attended it, has been an encou-
ragement and comfort to many. It is in fuch ap-
parcntly fevere times, that the -all-fufficiency and
faithfulnefs of the Lord, and the ‘power and proper
effects of his precious Golpel, are moft eminently
difplayed. I would hope, and 1 do believe, that
the knowledge of your cafe has animated fome of
the Lord’s people againft thofe anxious fears which -

they fometimes feel, when they look upon their earthly
comforts |
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comforts with too careful an'eye, and their hearts
are ready to fink at the thought, What {hould I do,
-and how fhould I behave, were the Lord pleafed to
take away my. defire with a ftroke? But we fee
he can {upply their abfence, and attord us fuperior

comforts without them. 'Ihe (:ofpcl reveals one-

thing: needful, the. pearl of- great price; ‘and fup-
pofes, that they who poflels this are provided. for

againft all cvents, and have ground of unfhaken
hope,, and a fource of never-failing confolation

under every change they can meet with during their
pilgrimage ftate. 'When his people are enabled to
fet their feal to this, not only in theory, when all
things go {mooth, but practically, when called
upon to-pafs through the fire and water ; then his
grace 1s glorthed in them and by them ; then .it
appears, both to themfclves and to others, that they
have neither followed cunningly devifed fables, nor
amufed themfelves with empty notions ; then they
know in themﬁ.lves, and 1t Is ewdcnccd to othera,
that God-is with them of a truth. In this view 2
belicver, when in fome good meafure divefted from
that narrow, felfith difpofition, which cleaves fo
clofe to us by nature, will not only fubmit to trials,

but rejoice in them, notwithftanding the feelings
and reluctance of the HEﬂ‘lﬁ, Forif I am redeemed |

from mifery by the blood of Jefus, and if he.is
Tow. preparincr me a manfion near himfelf, that |
may drink of the rivers.of pleafure at his r:ght-hand
for evermoare, the queftion is not (at leaft ought
not to be) How may 1 pafs through life with the

leaft inconvenience ? but How may m} httle fpan of
| *Jife
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Tife be made moft fubfervient to the praife and glory .

of him who loved me and gave himfelf for me?
Where the Loord gives this defire he will gratify it
and as afliCtions for' the::moft part.afford the faireft.
opportumtles of this kind, .therefore it 1s, that thofe
whom he is pleafed emmemly to honor are ufually
called, .at one.time.or another, to- the’ heavieft
trials ; not .becaufe. he loves to grieve them, but
becaufe he hears their ‘prayers, and accepts their
defires -of .doing - ‘him. fervice in the world. Tlie
poft of honor in war 1s fo.called, becaufe attended
with difficulties and dangers, which but. few. arc
fuppofed equal to; yet generals ufually allot. thefe
Ih'*rd fervices to their:favorites-and. friends, who.on
cir parts.eagerly aceept them., as. tokens. of fayor
and marks . of confidence; ‘Should .we, thercfm*e"
not account it | an honor and a ‘privilege, - whem the
Captain of our fdlvatmn aﬂifrns us a difficult poﬂ;?
fince be can and does (whlch no earthly coms
mander czn) infpire his foldier with wifdom, couy
rage, .and {ftrength, (uitable to -their {ituation,
2 Cor. xii. 95 10.. I am acquamtcd Wlth a few wha
have been led xthus into the fore front,of the battle
they fuffered much ; but I have never heard them
{ay they fuftered too. much; for the Lord ftoad.by
them and Pcrengrhened them. Go omn,. my dear
Madam : yet. a little. while, Jefus will wipe awayr _

all tears from. your. eyes ;; you: will fee your beloved

friend again, and he and you: wﬂl rEJcnce together
for cver,

April 8, o I am, . deareft. Madam,
1775,  Your affectionate and -obliged fervant.

LETTER




A8 LETTERS TO

LETTZER IL

- My peEarR Mabpawm,

HE manner in which you mention Omicron’s
letters, 1 hope, will rather humble me than

pufft me up. Your favorable acceptance of them,
if alone, might have the latter-efte¢t ; but alas! |
feel myfelf fo very defeftive in thofe things, the
importance of which I endeavoured to point out to
others, that I almoft appear to myfelf to be one of
thofe who fay but do not, 1 find it much eafier
to fpeak to the hearts of others, than to my own,
Yet I have caufe beyond many to blefs God, that
he has given me fome idea of what a Chriftian
ought to be, and I hope a real defire of being one
myfelf; but verily I have attained but a very little
- way. A friend hinted to me, that the charalter |
have given of C. or Grace in the full ear, muft be
from my own experience, or I could not have
written it. ~To myfelf, however, it appears other-
wife ; but I am well convinced, that the ftate of C.
1s attainable, and more to be defired . than moun-
tains of gold and filver, But I find you complais
likewife : though it appears to me, and I believe to
all who know you, that the Lord has been pecu-
liarly gracious to you, in giving you much of the
fpirit in which he delights, and by which his
name and the power of his Gofpel are glorified.
It feems, therefore, that we are not competent
judges
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judges either of ourfelves or of others. I take it for
granted, that they are the moft excellent Chriftians
who are moft abafed in their own eyes ; but left
you thould think upon this ground that I am fome-
thing, becaufe I can fay {o many humlllatmg things-
of myfe]f I muft prevent your over-rating me, by
afluring you, that my confeflions rather exprefs
what I'know I ought to think of myfelf, than what
I aCtually do. Naturalifts fuppofe, that if the
matter of which the earth is formed were condenfed
as much as it is capable of, ‘it would occupy but a
very {mall fpace; in proof of which they obferve, -
that a cubical pane of glafs, which appears fmooth
and impervious to us, muft be' exceedingly porous -
in itfelf; fince in every aflignable point it reccives -
and tran{mits the rays. of -light; and yet ‘gold,
which 1s the moft folid {ubftance we are acquainted
with, is but about eight times heavier than glafs,
which is made up (if I may fo fay) of nothing but
pores, In, like manner I conceive, that inherent
orace, when it is dilated, and appears to the greateft
advantage in" a finner, would be found to be very
fmall and inconfiderable, if it was condenfed and
abfolutely feparated from every mixture, ‘The
higheft attainments in this life are very inconfider-
able, compared with what fhould properly refult
from our relation and obligations to a2 God' of in- -
finite holingfs, ‘The nearer we approach to him, the
mare we are fenfible of this. While we only hear
of God'as-it were by the ear, we feem to be fomie-
thing ; but when, as in the cafe of Job, he difcovers
him{elf more fenfibly to us, Job’s language becomes
Vo, II, D . ours, .
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ours, and the heighth of our attainment is, T’
abhor ourlelves in duft and afhes.

I hope I do not write too late to meet you at

Bath, I pray that your health may be benefited
by the waters, and your foul comforted by the
Lord’s blefling upon the ordinances, and the con.
verfe of his children. If any of the friends you
expected to fee are {hll there, to whom we are
known, and my name fhould be mentioned, I beg
you to fay, we defire to be refpectfully remembered
to them. Had I wings, I would fly to Bath while
you are there. Asit is, I endeavour to be with ysu
in fpirit.  ‘There certainly 1s a real, though fecret,
a {weet, though mylterious communion of faints,
by virtue of their common union with Jefus. Ieed-
ing upon the fame bread, drinking of the fame
fountain, waiting at the {fame mercy-feat, and aim-
ing at the fame ends, they have fellowfhip one with
another, though at a diftance.  Who can tell how
often the Holy Spirit, who is equally prefent with
them all, touches the hearts of two or more of his
children at the fame inftant, fo as to excite a {fym-
pathy of pleafure, prayer, or praile, on each other’s
account ? It revives me fometimes in a dull and
dark hour to refleCt, that the Lord has in mercy
given me a place in the hearts of many of his peo-
ple; and perhaps fome of them may be fpeaking to
him on my behalf, when I have hardly power to
~utter a2 word for mylelf. For kind fervices of this
fort I perfuade myfelf I am often indebted to you.
O that T were enabled more fervently to repay you
in the fame way! I can fay, that I attempt it.

I love
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i love and honor you greatly, and your concern-
ments arc often upon my mind,

We fpent moft of a week with Mr, B— fince
we returned from London, and he has been once
here.  We have reafon to be very thankful for his
conne&ion : I find but few like minded with him,
and his family is filled with the grace and peace of
the Gofpel. I never vifit them, but I meet with
{fomething to humble, quicken, and edify me, O'!
what will heaven be, where there fhall be all who
love the Lord Jefus, and they only; where all im-
perfeCtion, and whatever now abates or.interrupts
their joy in their Lord and in each other fhall ceafe
for ever, "There at leaft I hope to meet you, and
{pend an eternity with you, in admiring the riches
and glory of redeeming love.

We join in a-tender of the moft affeGionate |

relpetts.

I am, dear Madam,

24 O, 1775..  Your much obliged Friend
and. Servant.

::-.

1 3 LETTER



My DEAR MADAM,
HA'T can I fay for myfelf? To let your

obliging letter remain fo long unanfwered,
when your kind folicitude for us induced you to
write? 1 am athamed of the delay, You would
have heard from me immediately, had [ been at
home, But I have reafon to be thankful that we
were providentially called to London a few days
before the fire; fo that Mrs. was mercifully
preferved from the alarm and fhock the muft have
felt, had fhe been upon the fpot Your letter fol-
lowed me hither, and was in my pofiefiion more
than a week before my return. I purpofed writing
every day, but indeed I was much hurried and en-
gaged. Yet 1 am not excufed : I ought to have
faved time from my meals or my flecp, rather than
appear negligent or ungrateful. 1 now feize the
firft poft 1 could write by fince I came home. The
fire devoured twelve houfes ; and it was a mercy,
and almoft a miracle, that the whole town was not
deftroyed ; which muft, humanly fpeaking, have
been the cafe, had not the night been calm, as two
thirds of the buildings were thatched. No lives
were loft ; no perfon confiderably hurt; and I be-
lieve the contributions of the benevolent will pre-
vent the lofs from being greatly felt. It was at the

diftance of a quarter of a mile from my houfe,

Your
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Your command limits my attention, at prefent,
to a part of your letter, and points me out a {ub-
jet.  Yet at the fame time you lay me under a
difficulty. I'would not willingly offend you, and L
hope the Lord has taught me not to aim at {aying
handfome things. I deal not in compliments, and
religious compliments are the moit unfeemly of any.
But why might I not exprefs my fenfe of the grace
of God, manifefted in you as well as in another ?
] believe our hearts are all alike, deftitute of every
good, and prone to cvery evil, Like money from
the fame mint, they bear the fame impreffion of
total depravity: but grace makes a difference, and
crace deferves the praife, Perhaps 1t ought not
sreatly to difpleafe you, that others do, and mufl,
and will think better of you than you do of yourfelf.
If I do, how can I help it, when I form my judg-
ment entirely from what you fay and wnte? I
cannot confent, that you fhould ferioufly appoint
me to examine and judge of your ftate, I thought
you knew, beyond the fhadow of a doubt, what
your views and defires are ; yea, you exprefs them
in your letter, in full agreement with what the
deripture declares of the principles, defires, and
feclings of a Chriftian. It is true that you feel
contrary principles, that you are confcious of defeéts:
and defilements; but it is equally true, that you
could not be right if you did not feel thefe thingss:
To be confcious of them and humbled for them is
one of the fureft marks of grace, and to be more:
deeply fenfible of them than formerly is the beft _
evidence of growth in grace, But when the enemy:

D 3 would:
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“would tempt us to doubt and diftruft, becaufe we
are not perfect, then he fights, not only againft our
peace, but againft the honor and faithfulnefs of our
dear Lord. Qur righteoufnefs is in him, and our
hope depends, not upon the exercife of grace in us,
but upon the fulnefs of grace and love in him, and
upon his obedience unto death,

There 1s, my dear Madam, a difference between
the holinefs of a finner, and that of an angel. The

angels have never ﬁnned, nor have they tafted of
redceming love ; they have no inward conflicts, no
law of fin warring in their members: their obe-
dience 1s perfect ; their happinefs is compleat. Yet
1 1 te found among redeemed finners, 1 need not
wifh to be an angel.  Perhaps God is not lefs glo-
rified by your obedience, and not to fhock you, I
will add by mine, than by Gabriel’'s, It is a
mighty manifeftation of his grace indeed, when it
can Jive, and act, and conquer in fuch hearts as
ours; when in dehance of an evil nature and an
evil world, and all the force and fubtilty of Satan,
a weak worm is {till upheld, and enabled not only
to climb, but to threfh the mountains; when 2
{fmall fpark is preferved through {terms and floods.
In thefe circumftances the work of grace is to be
eltimated, not merely from its imperfeét appearance,
but from the difficulties it has to ftruggle with and
-overcome, And therefore our holinefs does not
confift in great attainments, but in {piritual defires,
in hungerings, thirftings, and mournings ; in humili-
ation of heart, poverty of fpirit, fubmiflion, meck-
nefs; in ccudnl admiring thoughts of Tefus, and

dependence



MRS, Te———, ge

dependence upon him alone for all we want., In-
deed thefe may be faid to be great attainments, but
they who have moft of them are moft fenfible that
they, in and of themfelves, are nothing, have no-
thing, can do nothing; and fee daily caufe for ab-
horrine themfelves, and repenting in duft and afhes.
Our view of death will not alway be alike, but
in proportion to the degree in which the Holy Spirit
is pleafed to communicate his fenfible influence,
We may anticipate the moment of diflolution with
pleafure and defire in'the morning, and be ready to
(hrink from the thought of it before night, DBut
though our frame$ - and perceptions vary, the report
of faith concerning it is the fame. The Lord
ufually referves dying ftrength for'a.d)fing hour.
When Ifrael was to pafs Jordan, the Ark was in
the river; and though the-rear of the Hoft could
not fee it, yet as they fucceffively caine forwar] and
approached the banks, they all beheld the Ark, and
all went fafcly over. As you are not weary of
living, if it be the Lord’s pleafure, fo I hope, for
the fake of your friends and the people whom you
love, he will {pare you amongft us a little longer ;
but when the time fhall arrive which he has ap-
pointed for.your difmiflion, I make no doubt but
he will overpower all your fears, filence all your
cnemies, and giv#e you a comfortable, triumphant
entrance mto his kingdom. You have nothing to
fear from death, for Jefus, by dying, has difarmed
Tt of its fting, has perfumed the grave, and opened
the gates of glory for his believing people, Satan,
{o far as he is permitted, will affault our peace, but

D4 : he



55 LETTERS, &

he is a vanquithed enemy: our Lord holds him in
a chain, and fcts him bounds which he cannot pafs,
He provides for us likewife the whole armor of God,
and has promifed to cover eur heads himfelf in the
day of battle, to bring us honorably through every
{kirmifh, and to make us more than conquerors at
laft, If you think my fhort, unexpected interview
with Mr, C may juftify my wifhing he fhould
know that I refpect his characlter, love his perfon,
“and rejoice in what the Lord has done and is doing
for him and by him, I beg you to tell him {o: but
I leave it intirely to you.
We join in moft affetionate refpecs.
I am, Madam, |
28 0. 1777, Your moft obliged Servant,
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LETTER L
DeaRrR SIRr,

YOUR favor of the rgth Fed. came to my
hand yefterday. - I have read it with atten=-
tion, and very willingly fit- down to offer you my
thoughts.  Your cafe reminds me of my own: my
firlt deftres towards the miniftry were attended with
great uncertainties and dificulties,- and the per-
plexity of my own mind was heightened by the va-
rious and oppofite judgments of my friends. . The
advice [ have to offer is the refult of painful expe-
rience and exercife, and for this reafofi perhaps may
not be unacceptable to you. I pray our gracieus
Lord to make it ufeful,

I was long diftrefled, as you are, about what
was or was not a proper call to the mlmﬂry_,

now feems to me an eafy point to folve, but per=
' D6 haps
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haps will not be fo to you, till the Lord fhall make

1t clear to yourfelf in your own cafe. I have not
room to fay fo much as I could: in brief, I think
st principally includes three things:

1. A warm and earneft defire to be employed in
this {ervice. I apprehend, the man who is once
moved by the Spirit of God to this work will prefer
ity if attainable, to thoufands of gold and filver;
fo that though he is at times intimidated by a fenfe
of its importance and difficulty, compared with his
own great infufficiency (for it 1s to be prefumed a
call of this fort, if indeed from (God, will be ac-
companied with humility and felf-abafement), yet
he cannot give it up, I hold it a good rule to in-
-quire in this point, whether the defire to preach is
moft fervent in our moft lively and {piritual frames,
and when we are moft laid in the duft before the
Lord? If fo, it is a good fign. But if, as is
{ometimes the cafe, a perfon is very earneft to be a
preacher to others, when he finds but little hunger.
ings and thirftings after grace in his own foul, it
is then to be fearcd, his zeal {prings rather from 2
felfith principle than from the Spirit of God.

_ 2. Befides this affeétionate defire and readinefs to
preach, there muft in duc feafon appear fome coms-
petent {ufficiency as to gifts, knowledge, and ut-
terance. Surely, if the Lord fends a man to teach
others, he will furnifh him with the means. I
believe many have intended well in fetting up for
preachen., who yet went beyond or before their call
in fo doing, 'The main difference between a minifter
and a private Chriftian - feems to confift in thefe

minifteria
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minifterial gifts, which are imparted to him, not.
for his own fake, but for the edification of others,
But then I fay, thefe are to appear in due feafon ;
they are not to be expeéted inftantaneouily, but
gradually, in the ufe of proper means. They are

neceffary for the difcharge of the miniftry, but not
neceflary as pre-requifites to warrant our defires
after it. In your cafe, you are young, and have
time before you 3 therefore I- think you need not as
yet perplex yourfelf with inquiring if you have
thele gifts already: it is fufficient if your defire is
fixed, and you are willing, in the way of prayer
and diligence, to wait upon the Lord for them ; as
yet you need them not.
3. That which finally evidences a proper call is
a correfpondent opening in providence, by a gra-
dual train of circumftances pointing out the means,.
the time, the place, of atually entering upon the
work. And till this coincidence arrives, you muft
not expeét to be always clear from hefitation n
your own mind. The principal caution on -this,
head is, not to be too hafty in catching at firlt ap=
pearances, If it be the Lord’s will’ to bring youw
into his miniftry, he has already appointed your
place and fervice ; and though you know it not at
prefent, you fhall at a proper time. -If you had the
talents of an angel, you could do ‘no good with
them till his hour is come, and t1ll he leads you:to
the people whom he has determined to blefs by.your
means, It is very difficult to reftrain ourfelves
within the bounds of prudence here; when our
zeal
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zeal is warm, a fenfe of the love of Chrift upon
our hearts, and a tender compaflion for poor f{in-

ners, 1s ready to prompt us to break out too foon—
but he that believeth fhall not make hafte, I was

about five years under this conftraint ; fometimes I
thought I mult preach, though it was in the ftreets.
I liftened to every thing that feemed plaufible, and
to many things that were not {o. But the Lord
gracioufly, and as it were infenfibly hedged up my
way with thorns ; otherwife, if I had been left to
my own fpirit, I fhould have put it quite out of
my power to have been brought into fuch a fphere
of ufefulnefs, as he in his good time has been
plcafed to lead me to. And 1 can now: fee clearly,
that at the time | would firft have gone out, though
my intention was, I hope, good in the main, yet
I over-rated myfe]f and had not that {piritual judg-
ment and experience, which are requifite for fo
great a fervice. I wifh you therefore to take time;
and if you have a defire to enter into the Eftablifhed
Church, endeavour to keep your zeal within mode-
rate bounds, and avoid every thing that might un-
neceflarily clog your admiflion with difficulcies, 1
would not have you hide your profeflion, or to be
backward to fpeak for God; but avoid what looks
like preaching, and be content with being a learner
in the fchool of Chrift for fome years. The delay
will not be loft time; you will be fo much -the
more acquainted with the Gofpel, with your own
heart, and with human nature: the laft is a necel-

fary branch of a minifter’s knowledge, and can only
be
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be acquired by comparing what pafles within us,
and around us, with what we read in the word of
God. | | ' |

" Iam glad to find you have a diftafte both fdf'
Arminian and Antinomian do&rines—but let not
the miftakes of others fit too heavy upon you. Be
thankful for the grace that has made you to differ ;
be ready to give a reafon of the hope that is in you
with meeknefs and fear ; but beware of engaging
in difputes, without evident neceflity, and fome
probable hope of ufefulnefs, They tend to eat out
the life and favour of religion, and to make the
foul lean and dry. Where God has begun a real
work of grace, incidental miftakes will be leffened
by time and experience ; where he has not, it is of
hittle fignification what fentiments people hold, or
whether they call themfelves Arminians or Calvi-
nifts,

I agree with you, 1t is time enough for you to
think of Oxford yet; and that if your purpofe is.
hxed, and all circumftances render it prudent and
proper to devote yourfelf to the miniftry, you will
do well to fpend a year or two in private ftudies.
It would be further helpful, in this’ view, to place
yourfelf where there is Gofpel preaching, and a
hively people. If your favorable opinion of this
place fhould induce you to come here, I fhall be
very ready to give you every affiftance in my power,
As I have trod exallly the path you feem to be
fetting out in, I might fo far perhaps be more fer-
viceable than thofe 'who are in other refpects much

better

L]
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better qualified to affift you, 1 doubt not but in
this, and every other ftep, you will intreat the
Lord’s direCtion 5 and I hope you will not forget
to pray far,
Sir, your aftettionate friend
and fervant,
y March, 1765, for. Chrift’s: fake,

LETTER
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Muft beg you (once for all) to releale me from
any conftraint about the length or frequency of
my letters, Believe that I think of you and pray
for you when you do not hear from me. Your

correfpondence is not quite fo large as mine, there-
fore you may write the oftener: your letters will be

always welcome ; and I will write to you when I

find a leifure hour, and have any thing upon my
mind to ofter, |

You feem fenfible where your moft obfervable
falling lies, and to take reproof and admonition
concerning it in good part; I therefore hope and
believe the Lord will give you a growing victory
over it, You. muft not expect habits and tempers
will be eradicated inftataneoufly ; but by perfeves
rance in prayér, and obfervation upon the expe-
riences of every day, much may be done in time.
Now and then you will (as is ufual in the courfe
of war) lofe a battle ; but be not difcouraged, but
rally your forces, and return- to the fight, Thereis

2 comfortable word, a leaf of the tree of life, for
bealing the wounds we receive, in I Jobn it X,
H the enemy furprifes you, and your heart fmites
veu, do not ftand aftonifthed as if there was no
help, nor give way to forrow as if there was no.
hope, nor attempt to heal yourfelf; but away im-

media_tel ¥
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mediately to the throne of grace, to the great Phy-
fician, to the compaflionate High Prieft, and tel]
him afl, Satan knows, that if he can keep us from
confeflion our wounds will rankle; but do you
profit by David’s experience, P/ xxxil, 23—,
When we are fimple and open-hearted in abafing
ourfelves before the' Lord, though we have afled
foolifhly and ungratefully, he will. feldom letus
remain long without affording us a fenfe of his
compaflion; for he i1s gracious, he knows our
frame and how to bear with us, though we can

hardly bear with ourfelves or with one another,
The main thing is to have the heart right with
God : this will bring us in the end fafely through
many miftakes and blunders : but-a double mind,
a felhfh fpirit, that swould: halve things between
(od and the world, the Lord abhors, Though I
have not yet had many opportunities of commend-
ing your prudence, 1 have always had a good
opinion of your fincerity and imtegraty : if I am not
miftaken in this, 1 make no doubt of your doing
well, If the Lord is pleafed to blefs you, he will
. undoubtedly make you humble ; for you cannot be
either happy or fafe, or have any probable hope of
abiding ufefulnefs without it, I do not know that
I have had any thing {o much at heart in my con-
netions with you, as to imprels you with a fenle
of the neceffity and advantages of an humble frame
of fpirit: I hope it has not been in vain, Ol to
be little in our own eyes ! this is the ground-work
of cvery grace ; this leads to a continual dependence
upon the Lord Jefus; this is the {pirit which he
| has




M R, ——mee

has promifed to blefs; this conciliates us good-will
and acceptance amongft men ; for he that abafeth
himfelf is fure to be honored. And that this tém-
per is {o hard to attain and preferve is a ftriking
proof of our depravity. Yorare we not finners?
Were we not rebels and enenies before we knew
the Gofpel, and have we not been unfaithful, back-
fliding and unprofitable ever {ince? Are we not
redeemed by the blood of Jefus, and can we ftand a
finale moment except he uphoids us? Have we
any thing which we have not recelved or have we
received any thing which we have not abufed ?.
\Why then is duft and afhes proud?

I am glad you have found fome fpiritual ac-
quaintance in your barren land. I hope you will
be helpful to them, and they to you, You do well
to guard againit every appearance of evil. If you
are heartily for Jefus, Satan owes you a grudge.
One way or other he will try to cut you out work,
and the Lord may fuffer him to go to the length, of
his chain,  But though you ‘are .to keep your eye
upon Ium, and exPe& to hear from him at every
ftep, you need not be flavithly afraid’ of him: for
Jefus is fironger and wifer than he ;.and thére is a
complete fuit of armour provided for all who are
engaged on the Lord’s fide,

Jan. 75 1767, | o Y{)ufé.

LETTER
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LETTER IIL

DEAR SiIr,

Concern for the perplexity you have met
with, from obje&tions which have been made
- againft fome expreflions in my printed fermons, and
in general againft exhorting finners to belicve in
Jelus, engages me to write immediately ; otherwile
I thould have waited a little longer ; for we are now
upon the point of removing to the vicarage, and |
believe this will be the laft letter 1 fhall write
from the old houfe. 1 fhall chicfly confine myff
at prefent to the fubjeét you propofe.

~ In the firft place, I beg you to be upon your
guard againft a realoning {pirit. Search the Scrip-
tures ; and where you can find a plain rule or war-
rant for any practice, go boldiy on; and be not
difcouraged becaufe you may not be clearly able to
aniwer or reconcile évery difficulty, that may either
occur to your own mind or be put in your ‘way by
others. Qur hearts are very dark and narrow, and
the very root of all apoftacy is a proud difpufition
to queftion the neceflity or propriety of divine ap-
pointments. But the child-like fimplicity of faith
is to follow God without reafoning ; taking it for
granted a thing muft be right if he direds it, and
charging all feeming inconiiftencies to the account
of our own ignorance.

I fuppofe the people that trouble you upon this
Acad are of two forts : xft. Thofe who preach upon
- Arminian
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Arminian principles, and fuppofe a free will in man,
in a greater or leis degree, to turn to God when
the Gofpel is propofed. Thefe, if you fpeak to
finners at large, though they will approve of your
doing fo, will take occafion perhaps to charge you
with ating in contradiction to your own principles,
So it feems Mr. has faid, 1 love and honor
that man greatly, and I beg you will tell him fo
from me 3 and tell him farther, that the reafon ivhjr
he is not a Calvinift is becaufe he mifapprehends -
our princip]es\. If I had a proper call, 1 would
undertake to prove the direCt contrary; namely,
that to exhort and deal plainly with finners, to ftir
them up to flee from the wrath to come, and to lay
hold of eternal life, 1s an attempt not reconcileable
to fober reafon upon any other grounds than thofe
doctrines which we are called Calvinifts for holding ;
and that all the abfurdities which are charged upon
us, as confequences of what we teach, are indeed
truly chargeable upon thofe who difter from us in
thefe points. I think this unanfwerably proved by
Mr, Edwards, in his difcourfe on the: freedom of
the will ; though the chain of reafonmg is fo-clofe,
that few will give'attention and pains to purflue it,

As to myfelf, if I was not a Calvinift; I think I
thould have no more hOpe of fuccefs in preachmcr fo
men, than to horfes or COWS. | '

But thefe objections are more frequently urged by
Calvinifts themfe]ves : many of them, 'I'doubt not,
good men, but-betrayed into a curiofity of {pirit,
which often makes their miniftry (if minifters) dry
and ineflicacious, and théir converfation four and

' unfavoury.
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unfavoury. Such a {pirit is too prevalent in ma;
profeflors, that if a man difcovers a warm zeal for
the glory of God, and is enabled to bear a faithful -
teftimony to the Gofpel truths; yea, though the
Lord evidently blefles him, they overlook all, and
will undervalue a fermon, which upon the whole
they cannot but acknowledge to be fcriptural, if
they meet with a fingle {entence contrary to the
opinion they have takenup. I am forry to fee fuch
a fpirit prevailing. But this I obferve, that the
minifters who give into this way, though' good mer
and good preachers in other refpects, are feldom
very ufeful or very zealous ; and thofe who are, in
private life, are more ready for dry points of dif-
putation, at leaft harping upon a ftring of do&trine,
than for experimental and heart-fearching converfe,
whereby one may warm and edify another,  Blelled
be God, who has kept me and my people from this
turn : if it fhould ever creep in or fpread among w,
I fhould be ready to write Ichabod upon our aflem:
blies. *

I advife you therefore to keep clofe to the bible
and prayer: bring your difficulties to the Lord,
and intreat him to glve you and maintain in you:
fimple fpirit, Search the Scripture. How did
Peter deal with Simon Magus? We have no right
to think worfe of any who can hear us, than the
Apoftle did of him. He feemed almoft to think h
cafe defperate, and yet he advifed him to repentanc
and prayer,  Examine the fame Apoftle’s difcourf:
Aé&s iii. and the clofe of St, Paul’s fermon, 4/
xiil. The power is all of God; the means «

t likewil
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likewife of his appointment, and he always is plea[‘ed
' to work by fuch means as may fhew that the power
- is his. ' What was Mofes’s rod in itfelf, or the trum-

-~ pets that threw down Jericho? What influence
could the pool of Siloam have, that the eyes of the
blind man by wathing in it fhould be opened ; or
what could Ezckiel’s feeble breath contribute to the
making dry bones live! All thefe means were ex-
ceedingly difproportionate to the effet, but he who
ordered them to be ufed accompanied them with his
power, Yet if Mofes had gone without his rod;
if Jothua had flighted the ram’s horns; if the pro-
phet had thought it foolifhnefs to fpeak to dry bones,
or the blind man refufed to wafh his eyes, nothing
could have been done. The fame holds good in- -
the prefent fub_}e& 1 do not reafon, expoftulate,
and perfuade finners, becaufe I think I can prevail
with them, but becaufe the Lord has commanded
i, He direts me to.addrefs them as reafonable
creatures 3 to take‘ them by every handle; to fpeak
to their conlfciences; to tell them of the terrors of
the Lord, and of his tender mercies; to argue
with them what good they find in fin, whether they
do not need a Saviour; to put them in mind of
death, judgment, and eternity, &c. When I have
done all, 1 know it is to little purpofe, except the.
Lord fpeaks to their hearts; and this to his own
i:nd 2t his own time I am fure he will, becaufe he
has promifed it. See Jfaiah lv. 10, 11. Matt.
xviii, 20, Indeed I have heard expreflions 1n the

warmth of delivery which I could not wh'o]ly ap-
prove, and therefore do not imitate, But in gene-

rnl
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ral, I fee no preaching made very ufeful for the
gathering of fouls, where poor finners are fhut out
of the difcourfe. 1 think one of the clofeft and
moft moving addrefles to finners I ever met with is
in Dr. Owen’s expofition of the 13oth Pfalm (in
my edition) from page 243 to 276, If you getit
and examine it, I think you will find it all agreeable
to Scripture; and he was-a fteady, . deep-{ighted
Calvinift, I wifh you to ftudy it well,, and make
it your pattern. He handles the fame point like-
wife in other places, and fhews the weaknefs of the
exceptions taken fomewhere at large, but I cannot
juft now find the paffage. Many think themfelves
quite right, becaufe they have not had ther
thoughts exercifed at large, but have confined
themfelves to one track, 'There are extremes in
every thing, I pray God to fhew you the golden
mean, *

- 0&. 20, 1767, I am yours, &c.

LETTER
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LETTEZR IV,

Dear Sig,

Would fteal a few minutes here to write, leaft
E I fhould not have leifure at home, I have not
your letter with me, and therefore can only anfwer
{o far as [ retain a general remembrance of the con=
tents. |

You will doubtlefs find rather perplexity than
advantage from the multiplicity of advice you may
receive, if you endeavour to reconcile and adopt
the very different fentiments of your friends. I
think it will be beft to make ufe of them in a full
latitude, that is, to corre&t and qualify them one
by another, and to borrow a little from each with-

out confining yourfelf entirely to any. You’will
probably be advifed to different extremes, it will .

then be impoffible to follow both, but it may be
praCticable to find a middle path between them ;
and 1 believe this will generally prove the beft and
lafeflt method, Only confult’ your own temper,
and endeavour to incline rather to that fide to-which
you are the leaft difpofed, by the ordinary frain of
jour own inclination, for on that fide you will be
In the lealt danger of erring, . Warm and hafty
difpofitions will feldom move too flow, and thofe

'siihu are naturally languid and cool are as little
liable to over-a& their part, |

Vor, II, E With
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With refpet to the particulars you inftance, |
‘have generally thought you warm and enterprifing
-enough, and therefore thought 1t beft to reftram
you ; but I meant only to hold you in, till you
- had acquired fome farther knowledge and obferva.
tion both of yourlelf and of others, I have the
pleafure to hope (efpecially of latc) that you are
become -more {elf-dithdent and wary than you was
fome time ago. And therefore as your years and
time arc advancing, and you have been for a tole
rable {pace under a probation of filence, 1 can make
1o objetion to your attempting fometimes to {peak
in {elect focieties ; but let your attempts be confined
to fuch, 1 mean where you arc acquainted with the
people, or the leading part of them, and be upon
your guard .againft opening yourfelf too much
amongt {trangers—and again, I earneftly defire you
would not attempt any thing of this fort in a very
public way, which may perhaps bring you under
inconveniencies, and will be inconfiftent with the
part you ought to act (in my judgment) from the
time you receive Epifcopal ordination. You may
remember a fimile [ have fometimes ufed of green
fruit : children are impatient to have it while it 1s
green, but perfons of more judgment will wait til
it is ripe. Therefore I would wifh your exhortz-
tions to be brief, private, and not very frequent,
Rather give yourfelf to reading, meditation and
prayer.

As to fpeaking without notes, in order to do
fuccefsfully a fund -of knowledge fhould be firk

poflelled, Indeed in fuch focieties as.I hope yﬂj
.L r
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«ill confine your attempts to, it would not be
practicable to ufe notes ; but I mean, that if you
defien to come out as a preacher without notes
from the firft, you muft ufe double diligence in
ftudy : your reading muit not be confined to the
Scriptures 3 you fhould be acquainted with church
hiltory, have a general view of divinity as a {yftem,
know fomething of the ftate of controverfies in paft
umes and at prefent, and indeed -of the general
hiftory of mankind. I do not mean that you
thould enter deeply into thefe things ; but you ‘will
need to have your mind enlarged your ideas In-
crealed, your ftile and manner formed 5 you fhould
read, think, write, compofe, and ufe a]l diligence
to exercife and ftrengthen your faculties, If you
would fpeak extempore as a clergyman, you muit
be able to come off roundly, and to fill up your
hour with various matter, in tolerable coherence,
or elfe you will 1ot be able to overcome the preju-
dice which ufually prevails amongft the people.
Perhaps it may be as well to ufe fome little {cheme
I the note way, efpecially at the beginning ; but

a little trial will beft inform you what is moft ex-
pedient,

o

Let your backwardnefs to prayer and reading the
Scripture be ever fo great, you muft ftrive acramﬁ
it. This backwardnefs, with the doubts you fpeak
ofy are partly from_your own evil heart, but per-
haps chicfly temptations of Satan : he knows, if he
Can keep you from drawing water out of the wells
of falvation he will have much advantage, My foul
goes often mourning under the fame complaints,

L2 | . but
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but at times the Lord gives me a little victory, |
hope he will over-rule all our trials, to make us
more humble, dependent, and to give us tendernefs
of {pirit towards the diftrefled. The exercifed and
experienced Chriftian, by the knowledge he has
gained of his own heart, and the many difficulties
he has had to ftruggle with, acquires a fkill and
compaflion in dealing with others. And without
fuch exercife, all our ftudy, diligence, and giftsin
other ways, would leave us much at a lofs in fome
of the moft important parts of our calling.

You have given yourfelf to the Lord for the
miniftry ; his providence has thus far favoured you
views ; therefore harbour not a thought of flinching
from the battle, becaufe the enemy appears in view,
but refolve to endure hardfhip, as a good foldier of
Jefus Chrift.  Lift up your banner in his name;
truft in him, and he will fupport you; but above
all things, be {ure not to be ecither enticed or ter-
rified from the privilege of a throne of grace.

Who your enemies are, or what they fay, I know
not, for I never converfed with them. Your
friends here have thought you at times harfh and
hafty in your manner, and rather inclining to felf-
confidence. Thefe things 1 have often reminded
you of, but I confidered them as blemifhes ufually
attendant upon youth, and which experience,
temptation and prayer would corre&. I hope and
believe you will do well, You will have-a {hare in
my prayers and beft advice, and when I fee occa-
fion to ofter a word of reproof, I fhall not ufe any

referve,
Auguft 30, 1770 Yours,
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LETTER YV,

DEAR SIR,

Am glad t® hear you are accommodated at D —,

where I hope your beft endeavours will not be
wanting to make yourfelf agreéabl_e, by an humble,
inoffenfive, and circumf{pect behaviour.

[ greatly approve of  your fpeaking from one of
the leffons in the afternoon ; you will find it a great

help to bring you gradually to that habit and readi-
nefs of expreffion which you defire ; and you will
perhaps find 1t make more impreffion. upon your
hearers than what you read to them from the pulpit.
However, | would not difcourage or diffuade you

from reading your fermons for a time, The chicf
~ inconveniénce refpecting yourfelf is that which you
mention, A written {ermon 1s fomething to lean
upon, but it is beft for a preacher to lean wholly
-upon the Lord. But fet off gradually; the Lord
will not defpife the day of fmall things: pray
heartily that your fpirit may be right with him,
and then all the reft will be well. And keep on
- writing : 1f you compofe one {ermon, -and fhould
ind your heart enlarged to preach another, ftill
your labor of writing will not be loft. 1If your
confcience bears you witnefs that you defire-to ferve
the Lord, his promife (now he has brought you
nto the miniftry) of a fufficiency and ability for
the work belongs to you as much. as to another.

E 3 Your:
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Your borrowing help {rom cthers may anfe from;
difidence of yourfelf, *vhich is not blameable ; but it
may arife in part likewife from a diffidence of the
Lord, which s hurtful. I wifh you may get en
couragement from that word, Fasdus iv. 11, 12
It was a great encouragement to me, While ]
would prefs you to diligence in every rational means
for the improvement of your {tock in knowledge,
and your ability of utterance, I would have you
remember, that preaching is a gifz. It cannot be
lcarned by indultry and imitation only, as a man
may learn to make a chair or a table : it comes from
above 3 and if you patiently wait upon God he wil
beftow this gift upon you, and increafe it in you,
It will grow by exercife. T'o him that hath fhall
be given, and he fhall have more abundantly, And
be chiefly folicitous to obtain an unction upon
what you 42 fay. Perhaps thofe fermons in whch
vou feel yourfelf moft deficient may be made molt
ufeful to others, 1 hope you will endeavour like
wile to be plain and familiar ‘in your language and
manner (though not low or vulgar) fo as to fut
yourfelf as much as poffible to the apprehenfions of
the moft ignorant people. There are in all con-
oregations fome perfons exceedingly ignorant, y
they have precious fouls, and the Lord often calls
fuch, I pray the Lord to make you wife to win’
fouls, I hope he will. You cannot be too_jEﬂ-
lous of your own heart, but let not fuch inftance
as Mr. —— difcourage you, Cry to him who ¥
able to hold you up, that you may be fafe, and you

fhall not cry in vain. It is indeed an alarming
thought




—_— 79
thouglit that a man may pray and preach, be ufeful

and acceptable for a time, and yet be nothing. But
ftill the feundation of God ftandeth fure. .I have

a good hope, that I fhall never have caufe to repent-
the part 1 have taken in your concerns. While.
you keep in the path of duty, you will find it the
path of fafety. Be punctual in waiting upon God
in fecret ; this 1s the life of every thing, the only
way and the {ure way of maintaining and renewinz
your {trength. *
Tuly 25, 1772, I am yours,

M R.

{ E4  LETTER



EIGHT
L E T T E R S
T o

THE REV. MR, ———,



L ETTER S
T O ‘ '

THE REV. MR. mwee,

LETTER L.

DEAR SIR;- Fune 295 17757

{ Lndeavour to be mindful ‘of “you in. my.prayers, .
that you may find both fatisfation-and fuecefs,
and that the Lord himfelf may be your light, to-
difcover .to you every part . of your. duty. 1 would
carneftly prefs you-and myfelf to -be.followers of -
thole who have been followers of Chrifts-to aim at .
a life of felf-denial ; to renounce felf-will,. and to .
guard againit felf-wifdom. The lefs we have to .
do with the world the better’; and, .even in con--
verling with our brethren, we have been, and unlefs-
we watch and pray fhall often be, enfnared.. Time :
Is precious, .and opportunities once gone are gone
jor ever. Even by reading, and what we call:
itudying, we may be comparatively.lofers:. The:
fhorter way is to be clofely waiting upon God in -

EO. humble,-, .
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humble, fecret, fervent prayer. The treafures of
wildom and knowledge are in his hands, and he
gives bountifully without upbraiding. On the
other hand, whatever we may undertake with 3
{incere defire to promote his glory, we may com-
fortably purfue: nothing is trivial that is done for
him, In this view I would have you at proper
intervals purfue your- fudies, efpecially at thofe
times when you are unfit for better work. Pray
for me, that I may be enabled to break through the

fnares of vanlty that lie in my way ; that | Inay be
crucified with Chrift, and live a hidden life by
faith in him who loved me and gave himfelf for
me,

Adieu,

LETTER
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LETTER IL

DEAR SiR, Auguft 31, 1457,

With you much of that {pirit which was in the
Apoftle, which made him content to become
all- things to all men, that he might gain fome, 1

am perfuaded, that love and humility are the higheft
attainments in the fchool of Chrift, and the
brighteft evidences that he is indeed our mafter, If
any fhould feem inclined to treat you with lefs
recard, becaufe you are or have been a Methodiit
teacher, you will find forbearance, meeknefs, and
long-fuffering, the moft prevailing means to con-
quer their prejudices. Qur Lord has not only
taught us to expelt perfecution from the world,
though this alone is a trial too hard for flefh and
blood, but we muft look for what is much more
ericvous to a renewed mind, to be in fome refpetts
lighted, cenfured, and mifunderftood, even by our
Chriftian brethren ; and that perhaps in cafes where
we are really ftriving to promote the glory of God
and the good of fouls, and cannot, without the
reproach of our confciences, alter our conduct,

however glad we fhould be to have their approba-
tion. “Therefore we are required not only to refifk
the world, the flefh, and the Devil, but llkemfei
to bear one another’s burdens ; Wthh plainly inti-
mates there will be fomething to be borne with on

all hands ; and happy indeed is he that is not ofe
: fended,
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fended. - You may obferve what- unjuft reports and
furmifes were received, even at Jerufalem, concern-
ing the Apoftle Paul; and it feems he was cons
demned unheard, and that by many thoufands too,
Affs xxi. 20, 21 ; but we do not find he was at al]
ruffled, or that he fought to retort any thing upon
them ; though doubtlefs, had he been fo difpofed,
he might have found fomething to have charged
them with in his turn ; but he calmly and willingly
complied with every thing in his power to foften
and convince them, Let us be followers of this
pattern, fo far as he was a follower of Chnit; for
even Chrift pleafed not himfelf, How-did he bear
with the miftakes, weaknefs, intemperate zeal, and
imprudent propofals of his difciples while on earth;
and how does he bear with the fame things from you.
‘and me, and every one of his followers now ; and
do we, can we think much to bear with each other
for his fake ? Have we all a full remiffion of ten
shoufand talents which we owed him, and were
utterly unable to pay, and do we wrangle among:
ourlelves for a few pence?” God. forbid !

If you fhould be numbered among the regular
Independents, I advife you not to offend any of
them by unneceffary fingularities. 1 with you not
to part with any truth, or with any thing really
expedient ; but if the omitting any thing of an in-
different nature will obviate hpﬁrejudices;_ and in-.
creafe a mutual confidence, why fhould not fo
caly a.facrifice be made? Above all, my dear
friend, -let.us kecp clofe to the Lord in a way of
prayer.: he giveth wifdom that is prohtable to di-

| rect;.

|
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reft; he 1s the wonderful counfellor ; there is no
teacher like him, Why do the living feek to the
dead ; why do we weary our friends and ourfelves,
in running up and down and turning over books
tor advice ! If we fhut our eyes upon the world
and worldly things, and raife our thoughts upwards
in humtlity and filence, fhould we not often hear
the fecret voice of the Spirit of God whifpering to
our hearts, and pointing out to us the way of truth
and peace? Have we not often gone aftray, and
hurt either ourfelves or our brethren, for want of
attending to this divine inftruction? - Have we not
fometimes mocked (od, by pretending to afk di-
rcCtion from him, when we had fixed, our deter-
mination before-hand? It is a great bleffing to
know that we are fincere, and next to this to be

convinced of our infincerity, and to pray againft it,
1 am yours affeftionately,

LETTER
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LETTER I
DEar SIR, Nov. 21, 1757.

AN you forgive fo negligent a correfpondent ?

I am indeed athamed; but (if that is any
good excufc) I ufe you no worfe than my other
friends. Whenever 1 write, I am obliged to begin
with an apology; for what with bufinefs, and the
incidental duties of every day, my time is always.
mortgaged before it comes into my hands, efpecially
as I have {o httle {kill in redeeming and Improving
it, I long to hear from you, and I long to {ee you ;
and indeed from the terms of yours 1 expected you
here before this, which has been partly a caufe of
my delay. I have miflaid your letter, and cannot
remember the particulars ; in general I remember
you were well, and going on- comfortably in your
work, which was matter of joy to me; and my
poor prayers are for you, that the Lord may own.
and profper you more and more, ‘I'he two great.
points we are called to purfue in this finful, di-
vided world, are pcace and holinefs: I hope you'
are much in the ftudy of them. Thefe are the
peculiar chara&eriftics of a difciple of Jefus; they:
are the richeft part of the enjoyments of heaven;
and fo far as they'are received into the heart, they
bring down heaven upon earth ; and they are more:

infeparably conne&ed between themfelves than fome:

of us are aware of, The longer I live,. the more 1
fee
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ice of the vanity and the finfulnefs of our unchriftian
difputes : they eat up the very vitals of religion.
[ gricve to think how often I have loft my time and
my temper that way, in prefuming to regulate the
sineyards of others, when I "have negleécted my
own ; when the beam in my own eye has fo con-
tracted my fight, that I could difcern nothing but
the mote in my neighbour’s, I am now defirous to
chufe a better part, Could I fpeak the publican’s
words with a proper feeling; I wilh not for the
tongue of men or angels to fight about notions or
fentiments. 1 allow that every branch.of Gofpel
truth is precious; that errors are abounding, and
that it is our duty to bear an honeft teflimony to
what the Lord has enabled us to find-comfort 1n,
and to inftru& with meeknefs fuch.as are willing-to
be inftrued ; -but I cannot fee it my duty, nay, i
believe it .would be my fin, to attempt to beat my
notions into other people’s heads. Too often 1
have attempted it in time paft; but I now.judge,
that both my zeal and my weapons were carnal,
When our dear Lord queftioned Peter, after his
fall and recovery, he faid not, Art thou wife,
learned, and eloquent? Nay, he faid not, Agt
thou clear, and found, and orthodox? But this
only, Loveft thou me? An anfwer to this was.
ufficient then, why not now? Any other anfwer
we may believe would have been infufficient then.
[f Peter had made the moft pompous confeflion of
his faith and fentiments, fhll the firft queftion
would have recurred, Loveft thou me? . This is a
cripture precedent,  Happy the preacher, who-

eyer
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ever he be, my heart and my prayers are with him,
who can honeftly and {icadily appropriate Peter’s
anfwer, Such a man, I fay, 1 am ready to hear,
though he thould be as much miftaken in {ome
points as Peter afterwards appears to have been in
others. What a pity it is, that Chriftians in fuc.
ceeding ages fhould think the conftraining force of
the love of Chrift too weak, and fuppofe the end
better anfwered by forms, fubfcriptions, and quef
tion$ of their own devifing, I cannot acquit even
thofe churches who judge themfelves neareft the
primitive rule, in this refpe& : alas ! will-worthip
and prefumption, may creep into the beft external
forms., But the misfortune both in churches and
private Chriftians 1s, that we are too prone rather
to compare ourfelves with others, than to judge by
the fcriptures ; and while each can fee that they
give not into the errors and miftakes of the oppofite
party, both are ready to conclude that they are
right : and thus 1t happens, that an attachment to
-a fuppofed (ofpel order will recommend a man
{ooner and farther to fome churches, than an emi-
nency of Gofpel practice, I hope you will beware
of fuch a {pirit whenever you publicly aflume the
Independent charaer: this, like a worm at the
root, has nipt the graces, and hindered the ufe-
fulnefs of many a valuable man and thofe who
change fides and opinions are,the moft liable to It.
For the pride of our heart infenfibly prompts us to
caft about far and near for arguments to juftify our
own behaviour, and makes us too réady to hold the

opinions we have taken up to the very extreme
| thai
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chat thofe among{t whom we are newly come may
not fufpect our fincerity, In a word, let us en-
deavour to keep clofe to (God, to be much in
mayer, to watch carefully over our hearts, and

leave the bufy, warm f{pirits to make the beft of
teir work.,  The fecret of the Lord 1s with them

that fear him, and that wait on him continually ;
to thefe he will thew his covenant, not notionally
but experimentally. A few minutes of the Spirit’s
teaching will furnifhi-us with more real, ‘ufeful
knowledge, than toiling through whole folios of
commentators and expofitors : they are ufeful in
their places, and are not to be undervalued by thofe
who can perhaps in general do better without them ;
but 1t will be our wifdom to deal lefs with the
fireams, and be more clofe in applying to the foun-
tain head, The fcripture itfelf-and the Spirit of God
are the beft and the only {uflicient expofitors of {crip-
ture.  Whatever men have valuable in their wri-
tings, they got it from hence; and -the way is as
open to us ‘as to any of them, ‘There is nothing
requlred but a teachablé, humble (pirit; and learn-
ing, as it is commonly called, is not neceffary in
order to this, I commend you to the grace of God

and remain

Your afteCionate friend and fervant,

LETTER
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LETTZER IV,

Dear Sir, - j’a}z. 10, 1760.

Have procured Cennick’s fermons—they are in

my judgment found and fweet. O that you and
I had a double portion of that {pirit and unction
which is in them ! Come, let us not defpair ; the
.fountain is as full and as free as ever—precious foun-
tain, ever flowing with blood and water, milk and
wine : this is the ftream that heals the wounded,
refrefhes the weary, fatisfies the hungry, ftrength-
ens the weak, and :confirms the ftrong; it opens
the eyes of the blind, foftens the heart of {tone,
teaches the dumb to:fing, and enables the lame and
- paralytic to walk, to leap, to run, to fly, to mount
up with eagle’s wings : a tafte of this {tream raifes
earth to heaven, and brings down hcaven upon
carth. Nor is it a fountain only ; it is a univerfal
- blefling, and aflumes a variety of fhapes to fuit itfelf
to our wants. It is a-fun, a fhield, a garment, a
fhade, 2 banner, a refuge: it is bread, the true

bread, the very ftaft of life: it is life itfelf, immor-
tal, eternal life!

The crofs of Jefus Chrift, my Lord,
Is food and medicine, fhield and fword.

Take that for your motto; wear it in your heart;
keep it in your eye; have it often in your mouth,
till you can find fomething better, The crofs of

Chrik
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Chrift is the tree of life and the tree of knowledge
combined, Blefled be God ! there is neither pro-
hibition nor flaming {word to keep us back, but it
ftands like a tree by the highway fide, which affords
its thade to every pallenger without diftin&ion.
Watch and pray; we live in a fifting time: error
gains ground every day. May the name and love of
our Saviour jefus keep us and all his people, Ei-
ther write or come very foon to

Yours, &c,

LETTER
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LETTER V.
- Dear Sir, | Nov. 15, 1%be,

F your vifit thould be delayed, let me have a
letter. 1 want either good news or good ad-
vice ; to hear that your foul profpers, or to receive

{fomething that may quicken sy s, "The Apoltle
fays, ye know the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift:
alas ! we know how to fay fomething about it, but
how faint and feeble are our real perceptions of it!
Our love to him is the proof and meafure of what
we know of his love to us. Surely then we are
meer children in this kind of knowledge, and every

other kind is vain. What fhould we think of a
man who fhould neglelt his bufinefs, family, and

all the comforts of life, that he might ftudy the
Chinefe language ; though he knows beforehand
he fhould never be able to attain it, nor ever find
occafion or opportunity to ufe it? The purfuit of
every branch of knowledge that is not clofely con-
nefted with the one thing needful is no lefs ridi-
culous,

You know fomething of our friend Mous. B—.
She has been more than a month confined to her
bed, and I believe her next remove will be to her
coffin.  The Lord has done great things for her.
Though fhe has been a ferious, exemplary perfon
all her life, when the profpe& of death prefented,

fhe began to cry out earneftly, What {hall I do to
| | be
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be faved ?  But her folicitude is at an end; fthe
has feen the falvation of God, and now for the moft
part rejoices in {fomething more than hope, This
you will account good news, I am fure, Letit

be your encouragement and mine. The Lord’s
arm is not fhortened, nor s his prefence removed ;
ke is near us {till, though we perceive him not,
May he guide you with his eye in all your public
and private concerns, and may he in particular blefs
our communications to our mutual advantage,

I am, for his fake, |
Your aftectionate

LETTER
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LETTER VL

Dear Sir, Fuly 29, 1761.

"RE the quarrels made up? ‘Tell thofe whe
know what communion with Jefus is worth,

that they will never be able.to maintain it, if they
give way to the workings of pride, jealoufy, and
anger, ''This will provoke the Lord to leave them

dry ; to command the clouds of his grace that they
rain no rain upon them. ‘Thefe things are fure
figns of a low frame, and a fure way to keep it fo.
Could they be prevailed upon, from a fenfe of the
pardomng love of (God to their own fouls, to for-
give each other as the Lord forgives us, freely,
fully, without condition and without referve, they
-would find this like breaking down a ftone wall,
which has hitherto fhut up their prayers from the

Lord’s ears, and fhut out his blefing from flling
their hearts. Tell them, 1 hope to hear that all

animofities, little and big, are buried by mutual
confent in the Redeemer’s grave. Alas! the peo-
ple of God have enemies enough: why then will
they weaken their own hands? Why will they
help their enemies to pull down the Lord’s work?
Why will they grieve thofe who wifh them well,
caufe the weak to ftumble, the wicked to rejoict,
and bring a reproach’ upon their holy profeffion.
Indeed this is no light matter ; T wifh it may not

lead them to fomething worfe ; I wifh they may be
wife
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wife in time,  left Satan gains further advantage
over them, and draw them to fomething that fhall
make them (as David did) roar under the pains of
broken bones. But I muft break off, May God
oive you wifdom, faithfulnefs and patience: take
carc that you do not catch an angry {pirit }ourfelf
while you aim to fupprefs it in others; this wil}
(poil all, and you will exhort, advife, and weep 1
vain, May you rather be an example and pattern
to the flock : and in this view be net furprifed if
you yourfelf meet fome hard ufage ; rather rejoice,
that you will thereby have an opportunity to exem=
plify your own rules, and to convince your people, -
that what you recommend to them you do not fpeak
by rote, but from the experience of your heart,
One end why our Lord was tempted was for the
encouragement of his poor followers, that they
might know him to be a High Prieft {uited to them,
having had a fellow-feeling in their diftreffes. For
the like reafon he appoints his minifters to be forely
exercifed both from without and within, that they
-may {ympathize with their flock, and know in their
‘own hearts the deceitfulnefs of fin, the infirmities
of the fleth, and the way in which the Lord fup-*
ports and bears witir all that truft him. Therefore
be not difcouraged ; ufefulnefs and trials, comforts
and crofies, ftrength and exercife eo together, But
remember he has faid, I will never leave thee nor
forfake thee ; be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life. When vou get to
heaven, you will not complain of the way by which
e Lord brought you, Farewell, Pray for us.

Yor. II. | I Ybur.;. |
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LETTER VIL

DEAR SIR, Dec, 14, 1761,

Pray the Lord to accompany you, but cannot
A help fearing you go on too faft. If you have
not (as I am fure you ought not) made an abfolute
promife, but only conditional, you necd not be fo
folicitous 3 depend upon it, when the Lord is pleafed
to remove you he will fend one to fupply your
place. I am grieved that your mind 1s {o fet upon 2
ftep, which [ fear will -occafion many inconven:
ences to a-people who have deferved your beft regara.
Others may {peak you fairer, but none wifhes you
better than myfelf ; therefore I hope you allow me

to {peak my mind plainly, and believe that it is wo
pleafure to me to oppofe your inclinations. Asto
your faying they ‘will take no dcnial, it has no
weight with me. Had they afked what you were
exceedingly averfe to, you would foon have ex-
prefled yourfelf {o as to convince them it was to ro
purpofe to urge you; but they faw fomething i
your manner or language ‘that encouraged them;
they faw the propofal was agrecable to you, thit
you were not at all unwilling to exchange your old
friends for new ones; and thisis the reafon they
would take no denial. If you fhould lve to fee
thofe who are moft forward in prefling you become
‘the firft to difcourage you, you will think ferioufly
of ‘my words,

’ If
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If I thought my advice would prevail, it fhould
he this : Call the people together, and defire them
(if pofible} to forget you ever intended to depart
from them 3 and promife not to think of a removal,
ull the Lord fhall make your way fo clear, that
even they fhall have nothing reafonable to objed
aoainft it. You may keep your word with your
other friends too; for when a proper perfon fhall

sfer, as likely to pleafe and fatisfy the people as

vourfelf, 1 will give my hearty conient to your
removal. |

Confider what 1t 1s you would have in your office,
but maintenance, acceptance, and fuccefs, Have

vou not thofe where you are? Are you fure of

having them where you are going !  Are you fure
the Spirit of God (without which you will do no-
thing) will be with you there, as he has been with
you hitherto f  Perhaps if you.adt in your own

{pirit, you may find as great a change as Sampfon.-

] am ready to weep, when [ thisk what difficulties
were {urmounted to accomplifh your ordination;

and now when the people thought themfelves fixed,

that you fhould {o {foon difappoint them.
Yours, &c,

Fa LETTER

r——
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LETTER VIIL
DEAR ‘SR, - Feb. 15, 1762.

I Have been often thinking of you fince your re-
. moval, and was glad to receive your lctter to-
day. I hope you will {till go on to find more and
more encouragement to believe, that the Lord has
difpofed and led you to the ftep you have taken
For though I wrote with the greateft plainnefs and
earncftnefs, and would if in my power have pre-
vented it while under deliberation, yet now it is
done and paft recall I would rather help than dif-
hearten you, Indced I cannot fay that my view of
the affair is yet altered. "The beft way not to be
caft down hereafter is not to be too fanguine at firft,
You know there is fomething pleafing in novelty;
as yet you are new to them, and they to you: [
pray God that you may find as cordial a regard
from them as at prefent, when you have been with
them as many years as in the place you came from,
And if you have grace to be watchful and prayerful,
all will be well ; for we ferve a gracious Mafter,
who knows how to overrule even our miftakes to his
glory and our own advantage. Yet I obferve-that
when we do wrong, fooner or later we fmart for
our indifcretion ; perhaps many years afterwards.
After we have fecn and confefled our fault, and re-
ceived repeated proofs of pardoning Jove, as to the

cuilt, yet chaftifement, to remind us more fenfibly
of
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of our having done amlfs, wil] generally find us
out. So it was with David in the matter of Uriah :

the Lord put away his {in, healed his broken bones,
and reftored unto him the light of his countenance ;
yet many troubles, in confequence of this affair,
followed one upon another, till at length (many
years afterwards) he was driven from Jerufalem by
his own fon. So it was with Jacob : he dealt de-
ceitfully with his brother Efau; notwithftanding
this the Lord appeared to .him and blefled him,
cave him comiortable promifes, and revealed him-
felf to hum from tune to time; yet after an interval
of twenty years his fault was brought afrefh to his
remembrance, and his heart trembled within hin
when he heard his brother was coming with armed
men to mect him.,  And thus [ have found it in
my own experience : things which 1 had forgotten
a long while have been brought to my mind by pro-
widential difpentations which 1 little expe&ted, but
the firft rife of which I have been-able to trace far
back, and forced .to confefs, that the Lord is in-
deed He that judgeth the heart -and trieth the reins.
I hint this for your caution: you know beft upon
what grounds you have praceeded ; but if, (though
I do not affirm it, I hope otherwife), I fay, if
you have afted too much in your.own fpirit, been
o haliy and precipitate;  you have not been
hfaciently -tender -of yourpeople, nor thoughtful of
tie confequences which your departure will pro-
Lably involve them in; if you were impatient under
the Lord’s ha.d, and.inftead of -waiting +his time
and way of removing the -trials .and difficulties you

¥ g found,,
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found, you have ventured upon an attempt to" free
and mend yourfelf: I fay, if any of thefe things have
mixed with your determinations, fomething wil
fall-out to fthew you your fault: either you will not
find the {uccels you hope for, or friends will-grow
cold, or encmies and difficulties you dream .not of
will prefent themfelves, or your own mind will
alter, fo as what feems now molt plealing will
allord you little pleafure. Yet though I write thus,
I do not mean (as I faid before) to difcourage you,
but that you may be forewarned, humble, an
watchful, If you fhould at any time have -a-dif-
ferent view of things, you may take comfort from
the inftances I have mentioned. The trials of Da-
vid and Jacob were fharp, but they were fhort, and

they proved to their advantage, put them upon acls
of humiliation and prayer, and ended in a double
blefing. Nothing can harm us that quickens our
carneftnefs and frequency- in applying to a throne
of gracc: only truft the Lord and keep clole to
him, and all that befalls you fhall be for gocd.
Temptations end in victory ; troubles prove an in-
creafe of confolation ; yea, our very falls and failings
tend to increafe our fpiritual wifdom, to give usa
greater knowledge of Satan’s devices, and'make us
more habitually’ upon our guard againft them,
Happy cafe of the believer in. Jefus ! when bitten
by the fiery ferpent he needs not go far for a re-
medy ; he has only to look to a blecding Saviour,
"and be healed. |
-1 think one great advantage that attends a removal

nto a new place is, that it gives an eafy opportu-
ity




pity of forming.a new plan, and brcaking off ény
little habits which-we have found inconvenient,-and
yet perhaps could: not fo readily layi_a‘ﬁde, where:
our cultoms and acquaintance had‘been-long formed..
I earneftiy recommend- to you to reflect;. if you can-
not recolle&t fome. things which:you have hitherto
omitted, . which- may - properly be now taken up;
fome tnings formerly allowed, . which may now with
eale and cenvenience belaid afide.  1.only give the
hint in gencral, for 1 have nothing m particular to
charge you- with,. 1 recommend- to you:to be very
choice- of your time, efpecially the fore part of the
dqy let your morning hours- be devoted: to- prayer,,
reading” and ftudy, and fuffer notthe. importunity
of friends to rob you of tne hours bcfore noor,
without a jult neccﬁity : and. iFyou accuttom your-
feli to riic early in the morning, you. will ﬁnJ 1

ereat advantagpe,  Be caretu] ‘to d\*o.d lofing your
tioughts, -whether in books or otherwifey-upen any
{ubjects which are- not’ of a direét fubfemency to
your great' defign, till towards. dinner time:. the
afternoon 1s: not fo favourable to:ftudy; this is a.
proper time for paying -and receiving: vifits, con-
verfing among your friends, or unbending with. a
book of inftructive entertainment, fuch as hiftory,,
&c, which may.increafe your general knowledge,
without a great. confinement of your .attention
but let the morning hours be facred, { think
you would: likewife find advantage in ufing your
pen more: write fhort notes upon the. fcriptures.
you read, or tranfcribe the labours of others ; .make
extracts from your favorite authors, efpecially thofe

Fg who,,
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-who, befides a fund of fpiritual and evangelicaj
matter, have a happy talent of exprefling thei
thoughts, in a clear and lively, or pathetic manner:
you would find a continued exercife in this way
would be greatly ufeful to form your own ftile, and
help your delivery and memory ; you would be-
come Infenf{ibly mafter of their thoughts, and find
it morc cafy to exprefs yourfelf juftly and clearly:
what we only read we eafily lofe, but what we
commit to paper is not fo foon forgot, Efpecially
lrcmember,, (what you well know, but we cannot
"too often remind each other), that frequent f{ecret
prayer 1s the life of all we do. If any man lack
wifdom, let him afk of God, and it fhall be given;
but all our diligence will fail if we are remifs in this
particular, I am glad it is not thought neceffary
for you to go to London on this occalicn., 1 hope
you will not think it neceflary upon any other ac-
count, Rather keep clofe to the work you have
undertaken, and endeavour to -avoid any thing that
Jooks like oftentation, or a defire to be taken notice
of. You fee I advife you with the freedom of a
friend who loves you, and lengs to fee your work
and your fou] profper.

You will, I doubt not, endeavour to promote
the practice of frequent prayer in the houfes that
recetve you. 1 look upon prayer meetings as the
moft profitable exercifes (excepting the public
preaching) in which ‘Chriftians can engage: they
have a dire@ tendency to kill a worldly, trifling
fpirit, to draw down a divine blefling upon all.our

concerns, compofc differences, and enkindle (2t
leatt
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leaft to-maintain) the flame of divine love amongft
brethren.  But 1 need not tell you the advantages ;.
you know them I only would -exhort you, and’

' the rather, as [ find in myown cafe:the principal
caufe of my leannefs and unfruitfulnefs is- owing to-
an unaccountable backwardnefs ‘to pray.- 1 can. -
writc, or rcad, or converfe, or hear with a ready
will ; but prayer is more-{piritual-and inward than.
any of thefe; and the more fpiritual any duty 1s,,
the more my. carnal ‘heart is apt to ftart from'it,.
May the Lord pour forth his -precious fpirit -of |
prayer and fupplication in-both our hearts. = .
[ am not well pleafed with the account you give-
of fo many dry bones. It increafes-my wonder,.
that you could fo readily exchange fo-much plump.
defh and blood as you had about you for a parcel of:
keletons, I wifh: they may not.-haunt you and:
difturb your peace, T wifh thefe fame dry‘bonesdo:
not prove thorns -in your ides and in your eyes.. .
You fay, now you have to pray, and prophecy, and
wait for the four winds to come and put life into:-
thefe bones,  (God grant that your prayers may be-
anfwered : but if I knew a. man who poflefled .a.
field in a tolerable foil, which had afforded ‘him:
lome increafe every year, and if this man,. after:
having beflowed feven years labaur in cultivating;.,
weeding, manuring,. -fencing, -&c.. juft ‘whenhe-
has broucht his ground (in his neighbours judg--
ment) into.good order, and might: reafonably hope:
for larger crops than he had -ever yet feen, thould:
uddenly forego all his advantages, leave - his.goodi
lted for the birds to eat, -pull :up ‘the. j[oungr'fcﬁées:

¥ g which:
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which coft him fo much pains to plant, and.all this
for the fake of making a new experiment upon the

top of a mountain; though 1 might heartily wif
him great fuccefs, I could not honeftly give hin
oreat encouragement, - Y ou have parted with -thet
for a trifle, : which in my eyes feems an ineftimable
jewel; I mean the hearts and affeltions of a
enlightened people.  This appears to me cne of the
ereateft honours and greateft pleafures a faithfu
minifter can poflefs, and which many faithful and
eminent minifters have never been able to.obtais,
‘This gave you a vaft advantage; your gift wa
more acceptable there than that of any other perfon,
and more than you will probably find eclfewhere.
For I cannot make a comparifon between the hafty
approbation of a few, whole cyes are but beginning
to open, and their affections and paflions warm, fo

that they muft if poflible have the man that il
catches their attention 3 I fay, I cannot think ths

worthy to be comparcd to the regard of a people
who underftood the Gofpel, were able to judge o
men and doctrines, and had trial of you for’{o many
years. 1t 1s indeed much to your honour (it prove
that you were faithful, dilicent, and exemplary),
that the people proved fo attached to you ; but that
you fhould force yourfelf from them, when they fo
dearly loved you and fo much needed you, this ha
made all your friends in thefe parts to wonder, and
your enemies to rejoice ; and I, alas! know not
what to an{wer in your behalf to either., Say nat,
I hate this Micaiab, for he prophecies not good of

Jut evily but allow me the privilege of a friend,
My
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My heart is full when 1 think of what has hap-
pened, and what will probably be the confequencé..
In few words, 1 am ftrongly perfuaded you have
taken an unadvifed ftep, and would. therefore pre-~-
pare you for. the inconvenience and uneafinefs you.
may probably meet with, And if I am (as I defire
I may prove) miftaken, my advice will do no harm ;.
vou will want fomethine to balance the careffes and.
fuccefs you meet with,

We thould be very glad to fee you, and hope:
you will take your meafures when you do come to-
lengthen your ufual ftay, in proportion to the dif-
jcrence of the diftance.  PFray for us,

Iam yours.
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LETTLER L

My DEAR MADAM,

Have had fudden netice that I may fend you a
+ hafty Iine, to exprefs our fatisfattion in hearing
that you had a fafe, though perilous journey. I
hope [ fhall be always mindful to pray, that the
Lord may guide, blefs, and comfort you, and give
you fuch a manifeftation of his perfon, power, and
arace, as may fet you at liberty from all fear, and
hll you with abiding peace and joy in believing,
Remember that Jefus has.all power, the fulnefs of
compaflion, and embraces with open arms. all tha¢
come to him for life and falvation,

I know not. whether Mrs. s illnefs was
beforc or fince my laft, "Through mercy fhe is
better again, and I remain fo, though death and
ilnefs are fhll walking about the town, O for

grace
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grace to take warning by the fufterings of others,
and fet loofe to the world, and fo number our days
as to incline our hearts to the one thing needful :
sndecd that one thing includes many things, fuf
ficient to engage the beft of our thoughts and the
moft of our time, if we were duly fenfible of their
smportance ; but I may-adopt the Plalmiil’s expref-
fion, My foul cleaveth to the duft, How is it that
the truths of which 1 have the moft undoubted
conviction, and which are of all -others the moft
weighty, fhould make fo little impreffion upon me?
O I know the gaufe! It 1s deeply rooted. An
evil nature cleaves to me; f{o that when I would
do good, evil is prefent with me. It is howevera
mercy to be made fenf:ble of it, and in any meafure
humbled for it. Ere long it will be dropt in the
grave; then all complaints fhall ceafe, That
thought .gives relief. I fhall not always live this.
poor dying life : I bope one day to be all ear, all.
heart, all tongue ; when I {hall fee the Redeemer as
he is, 1 fhall be like him. "This will be a heaven
indeed, to behold his glory without a veil, to re-
joice in his love without a cloud, and to fing his
praifes without one jarring or wandering note for:
ever. In the mean time, may he enable us to {erve
him with our beft. O that every power, faculty.
and talent, were devoted to him! He deferves all
we have, and ten thoufand-times more if we had it ;.
for he has loved us, and wafhed us from our fins
in his own blood. He gave himfelf for us. .In:
one fenfe we are well fuited to anfwer his purpofe;.
for if we were not vile and worthlefs beyond ex-
N preflion,.
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preiiion, the exceeding riches of his grace would
not have been fo glorioufly difplayed. His glory -
(hines more in redeeming one finner, than in-pre-
erving a thoufand angels, Poor Mr, —— is ftill
in the dark valley, but we truft prayer fhall yet .
bring him out, Mighty things have been done in
anfwer to prayer, and the Lord’s arm is not fhort-
ened, neither is his ear heavy. It is our part to
wait till we have an anfwer, One of his own
hymns fays,

The promife may be long deferr’d,
But never comes too late.

I fuppofe you have heard of the death of M,
Tam— of Re—— . 'This is apparently a heavy
blow, He was an amiable, judicious, candid man,.
and an excellent preacher in 2 great fphere of ufe-"
fulnefs ; and his age and conftitution gave hopes
that he might have. been eminently ; ferviceable for

many years. How often does the Lord write, Va-
nity upon all our e}cpe&'ltlons from men. He

vilited a perfon ill of a putrid fever, and «carried the
leeds of infection with him to London, where he
died,  Mrs, = is a very excellent and accom-
plithed woman, but exceedmg]y delicate in her
irame and fpirits, How can the bear fo fudden and
evere a ftroke! But ]fef I hope fhe will -afford a
proof of the Lord’s all-fufficiency and faithfulnefs,
U Madam, the Lord our God is a great God ! If
12 frowns, the fmiles of the whole creation can af-
ford 1o comfort ; and if he is pleafed to fiile, he can
cuable the foul under the darkeft di {penfations to fay,

All
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All is well.  Yet the fleflh will feel, and it ought,
otherwife the exercife of faith, patience and refig.
nation would be impracticable. 1 have loft iy
him one of my moft valued-and valaable friends:
but what is my lofs to that of his people !

The Lord blefs you and keep you. The Lord
increafe you more and more, you and yout chil.
dren. The Lord lift up the light. of his counte.
nance upon you, aid give you:kis peace, I thank
him for leading you to us, but, efpecially for ma.
king your vifit.there in. any meafure. agreeable and
profitable to yourfelf, If I have been-an inftru-
ment in his hand for your comfort,. I have reafon
to remember it among  the greatelt favours. he -has
conferred upon me, And now,.dear Madam, once
more farewell. If the Lord fpares- our lives, 1 hope
‘we fhall fee each other again upon earth, But
above all let us rejoice in the blefled Gofpel, by
which immortality is brought to light, and a glo-
zious profpect opened beyond the grave.- |

There fits our Saviour thron’d in light,
Cloth’d with a body like our.own,

There at leaft, after all the changes and trials “of
this {tate, we fhall meet to part no more.

May, 1774, | I.am yours, &c.

-

LETTER
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LETTER IL

\ly DEAR MaAabam,

7 Should have been 'more uneafy at being pre-
3_ vented writing immediately, had I any reafon
to apprehend my advice neceffary upon the. point
you propofe, which by this time I:fuPpofe is‘fett]ed
as it fhould be without me., I {miled at Mifs
‘M—-=’s difappointment. However, if the Lord
fivors her with a tafte for the library of my pi‘q-
pofing, the will be like the merchantman feeking
goodly pearls, and will count all other books but
pebbles in comparifon of thofe four volumes,
which prefent us with fomething new ‘and impor-
tant whenever we Jook into them. I fhall be much
obliged to her if fhe will commit the third chapter
of Proverbs to her memory, and I fhall pray the
Lord to write it in her heart. S
You furprife me when you tell me, that the in-
cident of my birth-day was noticed by thofe I never
law.  Be fo good as to return my thanks to my
unknown friends, and tell them, that I pray our
common Lord and Saviour to blefs thém abundantly,
His people while here are fcattered abroad, fepa-
rated by hills and rivers, and too often by names
"d prejudices ; but by and by we fhall all meet
where we fhall all know and acknowledge. each
other, and rejoice , together for evermore. I have
litely read with miuch pleafure, and I hope with
fome
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- fome profit, the hiftory of the Greenland Miffion,
Upon the whole it is a glorious work. None who
love the Lord will refufe to fay, it 1s the finger of
God indeed. For my own part, my foul rejoices
in it, and I honour the inftruments, as men who
have hazarded their lives in an extrapljdingry man-
ner for the fake of the Lord jefus. Sure I am,
"that none could have fuftaincd fuch difcouragements
at firft, or have obtained fuch fuccefs afterwards,
unlefs the Lord had fent, fupported, and owned
them,
I hope we fhall have an intereft in your prayers,
I truft the Lord is yet with us. We have fome
ripe for the fickle, and fome juft fpringing up;
‘fome tokens of his gracious prefence amonglt us;
but fin and Satan cut us out abundance of work s
individuals, though through mercy as a fomety we
walk in peace,
. The toad and {pider is an exhibition .of my dazly
experiunce, I am often wounded, but the Lord is
‘my health,  Stll I am a living monument of
mercy, and I truft that word, Becaufe I live you
fhall live alfo, will carry me to the end.. Tam
~ poor, weak, and foolifh; but Jefus is wife, {trong,
and abounding in grace. He has given me a defirc
to truft my all in .his hands, and he will not difap-
‘point the expetation which he himfelf has railed
At prefent I have but little to fay, and but little
time to fay it in. When you think of this place,
I hope you will think and believe, that you have
friends here moft cordially intercfted in your wel-
fare, and often remembering you in prayer. May
,, the
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:he Lord be your guide and fhield, and give you
he beft defires of your heart. I pray him to efta-
blith and fettle you in the great truths of his word.
I truft be will, We learn more and more effec-
tually, by one minute’s communication with him,
through the medium of his written word, than we
could from an aflembly of divines or a library of
books,

17750 | I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTZLER IL

My pEAR MAbpawm,

T is not owing to forgetfulnefs that your letic:
has Leen thus long unanfwered. It has luin
within my view this fortnight, demanding my fitft
leifure hour ; but affairs of daily occurrence have
been fo many and {o prefling, that I have been con.
frained to put 1t oft till now. I truft the Lord,
by his Spirit and providence, will direct and profpzr
the fettlement of your children. I defirc my love
to Mifs M —.. My idea of her enlarges. Me-
thinks I fee her afpiring to be as tall as hcr Mam.
ma. 1 hope likewife that fhe increafes in grace and
wifdom as in years and ftature; and that hearing
our Lord’s flock is a little flock, fhe feels an earneft
thirft to be one of the happy number which conih
tutes his fold.

¢« There the Lord dwells amongft them upon his own hill,
With the flocks all around him awaiting his will.”

If the has fuch a déﬁre, I can tell who gave it her,
for I am perfuaded it was not born with her; and

where the good hufbandman fows, there will he
alfo reap. Therefore, dear Mifs M——, prefs for-

ward : knock, and it fhall opened unto you, for
yet there is room, () what a fold! O whata

pafture! O what a fhepherd ! Let us love, andi

fing, and wonder,
I hope

-
1
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T hope the good people at Briftol, and every.
where elle, are praying for our {inful, diftraGted.
land, in this dark day., The Lord is angry, the
fword is drawn, and 1 am afraid nothing but the
foirit of wreftling prayer can prevail for the return-
mg it into the f{cabbard., Could things have pro-.
ceceded to thefe extremities, except the Lord had
witharawn bis falutary blefing from both fides ? It
is a time of prayer. We fce the beginning of
trouble, but who can forcfee the poflible confe-.
quences?!  The fire is kindled, but how far it may.
ipread thofe who are above may perhaps know better
than we. I meddle not with the difputes of party,
nor concern myfelf with any political maxims, but.
fach as are laid down in feripture.  ‘There I read
that righteoufnefs exalteth.a nation, and that {in 1s
the reproach, and if perfifted in, the ruin, of any
people.  Some people are ftartled at the enormous.
ium of our national debt: they who underftand
piritual arithmetic may be well ftartled, if they fit
down and compute the debt of national fin, Impri-
mis, infidelity : item, contempt of the (ofpel:
liem, the profligacy of manners: item, perjury:
item, the cry -of blood, the blood of thoufands,
perhaps millions, from the Eaft-Indies. 1t would
take theets, yea ‘quires, to draw out the particulars

under each of thefe heads, and then much would
remain untold, What can we anfwer, when the

Lord faith, Shall not I vifit for thefe- things ?
Shall not my foul be ‘at;ehged on {fuch a nation as
this?  Since we received the news of the firft hof-
tiities in America, we have had an additiohal

o prayer
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prayer meeting. Could I hear that profeflors ix
general, inftead of walting their breath in cen.
furing men and meafures, were plying the throne
of grace, 1 ihould ftill hope for a refpite. Poor
New England ! once the glory of the earth, now
likely to be vifited with fire and {word, ‘They have
left their firft love, and the Lord is forely contend-
ing with them. Yet furely their fins as a people
are not to be compared with ours, "I am juft fo
much atfected with thefe things as to know, thati
am not afteCted enough., Oh! my fpirit is fadly
cold and infenfible, or I fhould lay them to heat
in a different manner ; yet I endeavour to give the
alarm as far as I can, There is one political

maxim which comforts me, the Lord reigns. His

hand guides the ftorm, and he knows them that are
his, how to prote&t, {upport and deliver them. He
- will take care of his own caufe, yea, he will extend
his kingdom, even by thefle formidable methods.
Men have one thing in view, he has another, and
his counfel fhall ftand.

The chief piece of news fince my laft is concern-
ing B. A, She has finifhed her courfe, and 1s now
with the great multitude, who have overcome by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of his tel-
timony. Tuefday, the firft of February, fhe was
in our ‘affembly, was taken ill the next day, and

died while we were affembled the Tuefday follow- .

ing, She had an eafy diflolution, retained her
fenfes and her fpeech till the laft minute, and went |

without a ftruggle or a fich, She was not in rap-

tures during her illnefs, but was compofed, 2nd
maintained
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mamtained a ftreng and lively faith. She had a
numerous levee about her bed daily, who were all
witnefles to the power of faith, and to the faithful-
ne(s of the Loord, enabling her to triumph over the
approaches of death; for fhe was well known and
well refpeted. She will be much miffed, but I
hope he will anfwer the many prayers fhe put up
for us, and raife up others in her room, Blefled
are the dead who die in the Lord. Bleffed are they-
who know whom they have believed, and when
death comes can chearfully reft their hopes on him
who died that we might live, B~ had'beén long
a precious and honorable woman, bit her hope in
the trying hour refted not in what {he had done for

the Lord, but upon what he had done for her ; not
upon the change his grace had wrought in her, but
upon the ughteoufnefs he had wrought out for her
by his obedience unto death. This fupported her,
for {he faw nothing in herfelf but what the was
alhamed of, She {faw reafon to renouncé her own
coodnefls, as well as her own fins, as to the point
of acceptance with God, and died as St. Paul lived,
determined to know nothing but Jefus Chrift and
him crucified.

The time when Mr, and Mrs, C-— remove to
dcotland drawing near, Mrs, —— is gone to {pend-
2 week or two with them, and take her Jeave.  She
feels fomething at parting with a fifter, who is in-
ceed a valuable perfon; and from children they
have always lived in the moft tender mitimacy and
uninterrupted friendfhip, But all beneath the moon
(ke the moon itfelf) is fubjet to inceffant change.

Vor, IT, (z Alterations
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Alterations and fepurations are gracioufly appointes
of the Lord, to remind us that this is not our ref,
and to prepare our thoughts for that approaching
change which fhall fix us for ever in an unchannc
able ftate, O Madam, what fhall we poor worms
render to him who has brought life and immortality
to light by the Gofpel, tﬂken away the fting of
death, revealed a glorious profpect beyond the grave,

and given us eyes to fee it? Now the reflefon
that we muft ere long take a final farewell of wha:
is moit capable of pleafing us upon earth is not only
tolerable, but pleafant. For we know we canngt
fully poflefs our beft friend, our chief tre<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>