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1 HE writer of the following Letters 1s too
well known as excelling wn that capacity, to
need any eulogum on the prefent occafion :
but I think it juftifiable to remark, that what

is here offered to the public feems to merit
greater rvecommendaiion than the Author’s

Jormer produtions of a fimilar nature, in-

afmuch as a clofer inivmacy [ubfified between
him and the perfon to whom thefe Letters are

addrefled, who was an inflrument in the
hands of God of bringing Mr. Newton to
the knowledge of the Truth, as may be ga-
thered from the clofe of lus narvative to Mr.
Haweis, Letter 13th.—1In the courfe of fo

long a correfpondence, many things would na-
turally occur too trivial to deferve notice,
being of a private or domeflic concern, and
therefore uninterefling.

A2 All



v PREFACE.

All fuch I have [upprefled as much as a
work of this kind would adwmit.—1It 15 but
lately iley have fallen inbo my hands: the
prefervaiion of ikem, confidering the cir-
cumflonces aitending if, I cannot buf look
upen as the effeit of a bund Provdence. In
preparing them for the prefs, my falh in
the dear Redeemer has been flrengthened,
sy hopes confirmed, and my evidences brighi-

ened for a blifsful vmmortality.

That the name of JEsus, who 15 the theme
of thefe Epifiles, may produce the like effelt
on the reader, 1s the motive of this publica-
tion, and the hearty prayer of

Tue Eprror.

THE
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Chriftian Correfpondent.

LETTER I

Liverpool, Feb. 4, 1761,

DEAR BROTHER,

R. B——r’slaftletter has prevailed
M with me to lay afide all thoughts
of making a {tir at the prefent, and to con-
hne mylelf to the tafk I lately engaged in,
'till the will of the Lord concerning me
fhall morc evidently appear. I thank you
for your laft : I think your apology 1sal-
lowable. You are of an attive difpofition,
and require exercife and bufinefs, more
than one of my cool {fedentary turn. The
Lord knows what is beft for cach of us; yet
I recommend to you again, beware of the

A g World :
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World : Itis thorny, deceitful, and trea-
cherous; and thofe whe are very much
engaged in it, wil find their troubles
multiplied with every day.

I lately fent Mr. B——r a fpecimen of
my new undertaking, which perhaps he
will fhew you: I fhall be glad to know if
you approve of it, and think by what you
can judge it may be ufeful to an Englifh

reader, for the better underftanding the
New Teltament.

I hope I have a frequent place in your
prayers; entreat the Lord to give me
wildom, humility, and zeal, and if it pleafe
him, to honour me with fome ulefulnefs
pefore I go nence. I ofien think of you .
with peculiar pleafure and thankfulnels,
as by you the Lord was piealed to bring
me to know his people : your converfa-
tion was much tlefled to me at St. Kitt’s,
and the little knowledge 1 have of men
and things, tock its firit rife from thence.

Vouid to Goc I could repay you in kind,
that I might be any ways infirumental to

ftir
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ftir up your fire. O that all our letters,
and converfe (if we are permitted to
mect again) may be under the influence
of his anoimnting Spirit, and that our
hearts may burn within us, while we re-
mind each other of the things pertaining
to that Kingdom, where our Beloved,
who once bung bleeding on the Crols,
now reigns in glory, and where it is his
pleafure we fhould follow him, and dwell
with bim for cver: there all our for-
rows, fears, and cares fhall be forgot, all
that 1s unealy fhall take an everlalting
flight ; and love, joy, and praife fhall fill

our hearts and tongues forever. Amen.
Evenlo, come Lord Jelus, Polly fends

her love.
I am,

Your affeftionate Brother,

LETTER
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- LETTER 1l

Fuly 30, 1762,

Ms Drar BroTHER,

I THINK I never received a letter from
you that gave me more fatisfatlion than
your laft., 1 rejoiced to find that my
{ulpicions concerning you were ground-
lefs, and not a hittle plealed that you re-
ceived my plain dealing in good part; for
tho’ faithful admonition is no {mall part of
Chriftian duty, and tho’ we have frequent
direftions to exhort one another daily,
lelt we be hardened through the deceit-

fulnefs of fin; yet it is not every one, of
whom we would hope well, that can re-

ceive 1t with meeknels and Jove, Adored
be the grace that keeps us from falling,
that {eeks us when we are wandering,
heals our {icknefles, and pardons our in-
numerable {ollies. o

I defire to praifc God on your behalf,
that you are fo comfortably feuled. I

hope
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hope the Lord will lead you and Mrs. C.
in the green paftures of his grace, give
you ftrength to overcome every tempta-
tion, make you.truly helpmeets to each
other in your way to the Kingdom, and
at length give us a joytul meeting before
his throne in glory.

I confefs, all things confidered, I fhould
not expe€t fuch long and particular let-
ters from you, as when you had the lei-
fure of a feafaring life :. but one of the
reafons you affign, I cannot underftand.
You fay you have been difluaded from
writing fo largely by fome ofyour learned
Doétors ; but with due {fubmiffion to the
learned, I cannot {ee why, when you are
writing to a friend whom you know and
can truflt, you thould be at all difluaded
from {peaking largely and warmly of
what God has done for your {oul. No,
my friend, you know if every line was a
fheet or a quire, all would be too little to
commend the excellency of his love, and
the cxcceding riches of his grace. For

my
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my own part I find no reading or writing
fo profitable and refrefhing to me, as a
correfpondence withmy Chnitian friends.
I get more warmth and light {ometimes
by a letter from a plain perfon who loves
the Lord Jelus, though perhaps a fervant
maid, than from fome whole volumes, put
forth by learned Dottors. I fpeak not
this out of difrelpett either to Dottors or
to Learning; but there is a coldnels
creeping into the Churches, of which I
would warn my friends as earneftly as of
a fire that was breaking out next door:
Blefed be God, we have fiill fome among
the learned, who are content to become -
fools for the Golpel’s {ake, and fools I
dare fay they are and will be thought by
their brethren ; for though I deny not
but learning, when 1t falls in good hands,
and 1s employed by a fpiritual humble
man to proper purpofes and occafions,
may be, through a divine blefling, greatly
uleful ; yet I dare affirm that an over-
attachment to human learning, and an un.

jult
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jult contempt of thofe who have it not,
has been formerly, and 1n many initances
is at prefent, the very bane of vital, {pi-
ritual, experimental godlinefs.

That, my friend, is blefled learning in-
deed, to be taught of God—to be under
the influence of the holy, heavenly
Spirit:  Yea, blefled is the man whom
thou chuleft, O Lord, and teachelt out of
thy Law !~—May you and I, my friend,
know more of that divine Teacher, who
can not only reveal truth to our minds
but enlighten and enlarge our under-
ftanding to receive it. Suppole a man
blind, and defirous to know the nature of
light and colour, and fuppofe a philofo-
pher gravely reading leftures to him upon
thele fubjetls; and you have an emblem
of what human lcarning cando in fpiri.
tual things: but {uppofe the blind man
fuddenly poffefled of fight, and enabled
to fee the fun and the {kies, the land and

water with his own eyes ; this may repre-
lent the teaching of God.

Be
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‘Be this my {chool, by frequent prayer
and conftant meditation on the word ‘of
God, to wait and improve the vifits of the
oreat Teacher! then I fhall be wife unto
falvation myfelf, and fitted, if the Lord
pleafe, to affift as an inftrument, in the
inftruftion and edification of others.

I am greatly obliged to you and dear

Mr. B r for all your'care of me. If
Mr. Sp—r is or {fhould be ditmifled from
the Cuftom-Houfe, I believe 1t 1s not
merely for preaching; for this he had
done {feveral years: but I am told he has
lately obtained, I think by marrage, a
confiderable fortune: and fo, very pro-
bably, he may be indifterent about his
Clerk’s place. However, though I have
made enquiries, and thole who are good
judgés and moft concerned, do think I
might preach publicly in Liverpool with-
out the leaft rilque of my place; yet
other circumflances are not likely to be
favourable; and unul I {ee the Lord
making my way clearer, 1 fhall continue

as
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as I am, As to laying alide all thoughts
of the Minflry, it 1s quite out of my
power : I cannot, I will not give up the
defire ; though I hope I fhall not run be-
fore I am fent. I agree with you that my
call has not yet been clear, becaufe I
think no one’s call 1s compleat ‘till the
Lord has confirmed their defire by his
providence, and placed them in the work.
But I believe I have in' fome degree that
inward call—that defire and preference

to the {ervice, and a little mealure of that
experience and thole gifts, which would
juftify my embracing a proper 1nvitation,
or opening, whenever it thould happen.
"Till then I fhall wait; if the Lord fees
not fit to employ me, 1t is well ; but for me
to give up the thoughts of my own ac-
cord, becaufe my little views and defigns
have been hitherto over-ruled, would be
to att fo contrary to my light, to my
vows, and to the advice of molt of my
Chriftian friends, that I fhould think my-

felf 1n the very cale of Demas, who for-
| B ook
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fook the Golpel for love of the prefent
world. I hope it 1s not a high conceit of
my{elf which makes me want to rufh upon
that important {ervice, but a {ferious re-
gard for the honour of God, the good of
~ {ouls, and efpecially the conftraining force
of that love, which {pared me the chief of
finners, to be a pattern and encourage-
ment f~- others to believe 1n his name.
While thefe reafons {ubfift, I hope and
pray that neither frowns nor fmiles may
engage me to retraét the folemn furrender
of myfelf I have made, and {o often re-

peated, to the Lord’s fervice within thele
four years; efpecially as in all my little
Eflays 1 find a liberty and acceptance
which confirm to me, that I have chofen
a good part. Pleale to givé the inclofed
to Mr. B~——r, and let me hear from you
at your leifure. My dear joins me in
love asufual: I am your’s in the Lord,

J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER IIIL.

e A A A I e ittt

Liverpooly, May 231, 1763,

Deaa Broruex,

YOUR lalt letter was highly agrecable
and welcome : I rejoice in the Lord’s
goodnels to you, and pray that he may add

to your graces and ufefulnefs daily.—
Blefled is the man whom the Lord
chufeth and caufeth to approach unto

himfelf, no matter by what means, 1f this
be the happy end. The evil principle of
{elf lies deep, and {preads wide into many
branches—{elf-will, {elf-wifdom, felf-de-

pendance, felf-feeking, felf-righteoulnels;
one or other of thele abominations are
continually {prouting up from the pol-
{fonous root within, and defiling our ex-
periences ; and the heavenly Hufband-
man, whole fove is engaged to make us
fruitful, and whole wildom chufes the
beft means, {ces when and how far it is

B2 neceflary
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neceflary to ufe the pruning-knife, to cus
off the growth, and prevent the increafe
of thele weeds, tnat the plants of his grace
may flourith in our fouls. This is the
realon why we are fo often aflifted and
difappointed both in temporals and {piri-
tuals.—A tendency to reft in creature-
comforts often deprives us of what we
might otherwile enjoy.—And a tendency
to reft our fouls on {omething received
rather than on the unfearchable riches
and fullnefs of Chrift, brings us into many
a dark diftrefling frame of mind, which
might be avoided if we knew how to live
by faith in the Son of God. O that from
an heart-felt knowledge of who Jhel'us is,
and what he has done, we could at all
times, and in all circumftances, fay with
the AApoltle, © I have all and abound—1I
“ bave learnt to be content; yea, doubt-
“lels, I count all things lofs and dung for
“ the excellency of the knowledge of
“ Chrill Jefus my Lord!”

Was
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Was it as ealy to do as to fay, I thould
be happy ? for the Lord has fthewn me
how true peace is to be pofiefled, even by
a fimple reliance on hs all-fufficiency
and love, living upon his free grace, and
fure mediation, and receiving {trength
eontinually from nim {uited to the occa~
fions of every hour. O the happinels to
eat his {lefh, to drink his blood, to con-
template his glory, his faithfulnefs, his
power, and the ncar relation he ftands in
to his poor children '—Here is a fund of
confolation {uited to-every cafe.

The man who drinks deep at thele
{treams will not thirft alter other waters.
When we behold Jefus and his love by the
eye of faith, we may, with the Prophet of
old, it down by a barren fig-tree and a
failing crop, and ftill rejoice inthe God
of our Salvation.. I fay, to talk of this is
caly, but I find the experience of it not fo
eafily maintained. With refpeét to this

lite of faith, I'may fay as Paul in another
place, I delight in it-after the inner man;

B g but
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but when I would enjoy this good, evil 1s
often prefent with me—1I have not yet at-
tained ; but blefled be God I am prefling
after it, and I hope, through grace, he 1s,
according to bhis promife, drawing me
nearer to himfelf. I hope I do gain a
more abiding {enfe of my own utter vile-
nefs, depravity, and helplefsnels ; and that
in confequence of this, the name of Jefus, .
15 {weeter to my fgu], as I find I cannot
without him take a fingle flep, nor enjoy
one glimpie of comfort: My heart’s de-

fire 15 to love him more and more; to
live f1ill more entirely upon Lim, and to

hir, that he may be, as he well delerves,
MY ALL IN ALL.

I have lately been a journey Into
Yorkihire, which i1s one reafon why I
have not wrote fooner. That i1s a flou-
rifhing country indeed, like Eden the
garden of the Lord, watered on every
fide by the fireams of the Golipel. There
the voice of the Turtle is heard in all
quarters, and multitudes rejoice in the

hight.
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light, I have a pretty large acquaintance
there among various denominations, who

tho’ they differ in {ome lefler things, are
all agreed to exalt Jefus and his Salva-
tion. I do not mean that the truth is
preached in every church and meeting
through the county; but in many, per-
haps in more proportionably than in any
other part of the land, and with greater
effett both as to numbers, and as to the

depth of the work 1n particular perfons,
It 1s very refrefhing to go {rom place to
place and find the fame fruits of faith,
love, joy, and peace.  'What then fhall it
be, ‘ere long, when the Lord fhall call us:

up to join with thofe who are now finging
before the throne? What fhall 1t be, when

all the children of God, who in different
ages and countries have been f[cattered
abroad, ihall be all gathered together, and
enter into that giorious and eternal reft

provided for them—when theve fhall not
be one trace of fin or forrow remaining,

not one difcordant note be heard, no-
thing
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thing to difturb, or defile, or alleviate—
the never-ceafing joy! Such 1s the hope
to which God has called us - that day will
as {urely come; as the prefent day is al-
ready- arrived—every moment brings on
1its approach. While I am writing and
you are reading, we may lay, “ Now 1s
“our full Salvation nearer.” Many a
weary itep we have taken fince the Lord
firft gave us to believe n his name; but
we fhall not have to tread the paft way
over again—{ome difficuliies yet remain;
but we know not how few ; perhaps before
we are aware, the Lord may cut {hort our
conflitt and fay, Come up hither. Or at
the moft- it cannot- be-very long, and he
who has been with us thus far, will be
with us to the end. He knows how to
manifelt himfelf even here, to give more
than he takes away, and to caule our con-
jolations to exceed our greatelt afflictions:
And when we get {afe home, we fhall not
complain that we have {uffered too much
i the way. We fhall not fay, Is this ai

I mult
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I muft expeét after {fo much trouble ? No,

when we awake into that glorious world,
we fhall in an inftant be {atished with his
likencls.  One fight of Jelus as he 1s, will
fill our hearts and dry up all our tears.
Let us then refign ourlelves into his
hands ; let us gird up the loins of our
minds, be fober, and hope to the end.
Let us, like faithful {ervants, watch for
our Lord’s appearance, and pray earneftly
that we may be found ready at his coming.
We live 1n a trying time: how many er-
roneous principles and {candalous prac-
tices abound! how many fair profeflors
mifcarry! This fhould teach us to be
jealous of ourfelves. We may feel the
fame root of bitternels in our own hearts;
and if we ftand when others fall, we have
nothing of our own to boaft: But neither
need we be diftrefled and unbelieving—
Jefus 1s able to keep us from falling. Let
us be fteady in the ufe of his inftituted
means, and ﬁncer'cly delirous to abitain
from all appearance of evil.—The reft we

may
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may confidently leave to him, in whom,
wholoever trufts, fhall never be athamed.

Mrs. N. joins in refpefls to you and
Mrs. C.—We beg a frequent remem-
brance in your prayers.

I am, &c. J+ N.
e —— N v st

LETTER 1V.
Bugden, April 30, 1764.
Dzar BroTHER, _

I Reached this place fafe and found at
ten on Saturday morning, was ordained

yelterday, dined with the Bifhop, and was

difmiffed with leave to come to him for
Prieft’s orders at the next ordination,
which will be about {even weeks hence.

He has treated me with the greatelt
kindnels throughout ; and though fome

things that have happened, particularly
the refufal I met from the A p of

York might have given him fome caule
of {ufpicion, he has not given me the

lealt hint bv way of caution or limitatton.

I think
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I think myfelf much obliged to him, and
have much reafon to be thankful to the
Lord, who has all hearts in his hands,
who gave me favour 1n his fight.

Dear Brother, pray for me that I may
be faithful, watchtul, and humble—that I
may truft in the name of Jefus for grace
and wildom anfwerable to the important
fcene before me. I f{hall not ceafe to
pray for you, that the Lord may refrefh
and revive your foul, and keep you very
near to him{elf. Remember me to dear
Mr. B——r, and tell him I defire his fre-
quent remembrance at a throne of grace.
My refpetts to Mrs. C. and thanks to you
both for all your kindnefs. Ihope to fec
you {oon at Olney.

May the Lord lift up the light of his
countcnance upon your foul, and give
you to fay, by fweet experience, that it
is good for you to draw near to him.—
May you tafte the beau‘ty of the precepts
and the {weetnels of the promifes—may

the name.of Jefus be to us a feal fet upon

Our
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our hearts, ‘to keep us unfpotted from the
world, and to amimate us to a converfa-
tion becoming the Gofpel of Chrift. Oh
my Brother, if thele things are {o, if He
lived and wept, and bled and died for us,
what manner of perfons ought we to be?
May we grow In grace, and in the know-
ledge and love of Him who 1sall 1n all,
till at length we fhall be brought to {ee
him as he is, and to be perfetly like him,
and with him for ever. Amen.
Your’s for his fake,

h”—m

LETTER V.
Olneyy fune 1, 1764

M+ DEarR BroTHER, o
I THANK you for your kind letter,
your good withes and good advice, which
reached me at Liverpcol. The Lord was
very gracious to me there. He enabled
me to preach his truth before many thou-

{ands, I hope with fome meafure of faith-,
fulnefs
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{ulnefs, 1 truft with fome fuccels, and in
general with much greater acceptance
than I could have expetted. I preached
in the town and neighbourhood fix times,
while we were preparing for our removal :
and when we came away, I think the bulk
of the people, of all ranks and parues,
were forry to part with us., How much
do I owe to the reftraining and preferving
grace of God, that when I appeared in a
publick charatter, and delivered offenfive
truths in a place where I had lhived {o
long, and there appeared a dilpofition and
rcadinels in {fome few to dilparage my
charalter, nothing could be found or

brought to light on which they could
frame an accufation ; {o that all they could

do, was to mvent a low {alfehood, that al-
ter preaching in the churches, I had gone
and preached in the Baptifts’ and Metho-
difts mectings—a - charge {o foolifh,
sroundlels, and 1mprobable, that 1t ob-
taincd little beliet, but rather expofed the
envy and infincerity of thole who propa-

C grftcd
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gated it, to the whole town. If any real
fault could have been brought to light,
I fhould have heard of it upon this occa-
fion ; but the Lord had helped me to pre-
ferve a condu&t void of offence amongft
them: to his grace I muit afcribe it and
not to myfelf: for alas, the {eeds of evil
have been fruitful in my heart, and I had
fallen from one iniquity to another, if he
had not vouchfafed to keep me.

We arrived fafe here laft Saturday, and
the next day I entered on my publick fer-
vice. Thole who know and love the
Golpel, of whom I hope there are many
about me, receive me with the greateft -
kindnefs: I fuppole, too, that I fhall find
a fufficient number of oppolers to exer-
cife my faith and patience.—I beg all my
friends would pray for me, that I may be
a humble follower of Him who endured
the contradiction of finners againit him-

ialf.

As far as I can judge upon fo {hort an
acquaintance, I bave much recalon to be

thankful,
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thankful, and pleafec with the choice the
Lord has made for me; for I truft it 1s
his hand that led me here. 1 have al-
ready converfed with many, who leem
judicious, experienced Chrifiians @ the
church is large, and I underftand. there
are awakened pcople about the country
to make up a confiderable congregation,
As it is but a fortnight to the time 1 am
to wait upon the EBifhop, I fhall defer
fetting up a weekly lefture ’till that is
over, or rather 'till, I return from Lon-
don; for I hope to come up amongft you
for 2 week or fo, which will be about the
end of this or the beginning of the fol-
lowing month, 1f nothing untorefeen pre-
vents: for we cannot complete the far-
nifhing of our houfe till then.

I hope this will find you and Mrs. C.
in good health, and your foul in a thriving
iate,  What can I fay to you more than
vou already know? You know the pri-
vileges of the Lord’s people, and what a
converfation becomes thofe who profels

C 2 the
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the Golpel of Chrift—you know the de-
ceitfulnefls of the heart, of fin, and of
Satan—you know, from repeated paft ex-
perience, how good 1t is to wait upon
God. But do not you find, alas who at
times does not! a pronenels to depart
irom him? For my own part I feel a con-
tinual caule of complaint—I ftand in need
of every help, of frequent admonitions ;
and as I believe all our hearts are alike,
this puts me upon offering advice and ex-
hortations to my friends. Though we
know thefe things, we are apt to fink 1mnto
remifsnefs about them. How far, alas!
is the beft of us from that humility, {pi- -
rituality, and fervency, which becomes
poor finners redeemed from Hell by the
blood of Jefus -—~Methinks we fhould be
growing in grace, in zeal, in faith, 1In
poverty of fpirit, every day. And why
do we not? The Lord’s hand 1s not
fhortened, that he cannot fave; neither
is his ear heavy, that he cannot hear,
Let us {carch and try our ways, lell any

root
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root of bitternefs, any allowed evil, in
heart or life, be fuffered to rémain, to
cloud our peace and damp our progrefs.
Pleafe to give our chriftian refpetls to all
friends ; efpecially to Mrs. C.  We fhall
probably accept your friendly invitation,
if the time of our journey fhould not in-
terfere with Mrs. C’s confinement.

Your’s affettionately,
J. N.

ettt B R L S e e

LETTER VI

Olney, Fune 21, 1704

DEAR BROTHER,

E Received your’s of the 2d. jult after I
had {ent my laft away; fo that I had not
forgot my promife, tho’ my many engage-
ments, occafioned by fo fudden a removal,
obliged me to defer writing awhile. And
almolft from the firft day of my coming to
Olney, I have had a great cold, which at
times has nearly laid me up.

C3 Your
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Your letter 1s kind and encouraging,

thank you for 1t, as allo for your care in
forwarding the things I wrote for. I

went to Bugden laft week, was kindly re-
ceived by the Bifhop, and ordained Prieft
on Sunday laft. Thus hard things be-
come ealy, when the Lord is pleafed to
aive {uccels. I fhall now be glad to
bring Mrs. N. to London {foon; for till
then we cannot get cur houfe affairs com-
nleted. I had defigned to come immedi-
ately after 1ft. July, which will be my
firft facrament day, but I am loth to leave

the people without a proper {fupply ; {hall
therefore perhaps wait a little longer "till
Providence fhall put a Gofpel Preacher
in my way, who may help me for one, or
at the moft, two Lord’s Days.

On Thurf{day 28th, that is, this day
fev’nnight, I propole to preach my firft
weekly lefture.

Could you come and help us with your

prefence and prayers ? Or if not then, at
the end of the week ?!—I can hardly aik

Mrs.
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Mrs. C. to come with you to an unfur-
nithed houfe; but if fhe will venture all
difadvantages, we can promife her a good
bed, a quiet chamber, and thanks for her
company.

I went laft week to fee Mr H——s at
Aldwincle; he 1s well, and promifed to
have been with me before this ; but fome-
thing has prevented.  His preaching; like
the report of a cannon, has already [ounded
thro’ the whole country adjacent. May
the Lord make him abundantly ufeful I—
As to mylelf, I have realon to be fatis-
fied with my fituation, if the Lord fhould
pleale to fix me here. I have fome very
cordial friends already, both in town and
country ; and the greater part of the
people, whatever their expericnce may
be, are convinced on which fide the truth
lics. There are however fome adverfa-
ries, but I think not many. Mr. Brown
endured the main brunt of oppofition,

and they were almoft weary before he
left them,

To
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To me our Lord’s words may be ap-
plied, Fohniv.v. 38. May I humbly and
thankfully improve the opportunity.—
However I do not as yet find the number
of believers, or profeilors, or hearers, {o
large as I expetted from the accounts I
recelved at London. The f{ituation of
the place is very pleafant at this time of
the year, but I fuppofe we fhall find it
cold and damp in winter: this will call
for large fires, an expenfive article, but
what feems in a manner neceflary to my
well-being. However I, above mof,
have reafon to depend on thole words,
“ The Lord will provide.”

In hopes we {hall meet, ’ere long, ei-
ther here or at Thames-fireet, I write but
a fhort letter.—I did {peak a littlé too
loud-at Liverpool the firft time, becaule I
knew not the extent of my voice, nor
how much was neceflary in a large con-
gregation ; but I correled it afterwards.
With our joint love to you and Mrs. C. I
remain aficttionately your’s, J. N.

| LETTER
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LETTER VIL

Olney, Fuly 3, 1764.

My DeARrR BroOTHER,

YOUR repeated letters.are very com-
fortable to me, not only as a mark of your
kind friendfhip which I highiy value, but
likewife as I hope they are an indication
of your {piritual welfare. I pray that you

may profper, and be in health, both in
body and foul.

You juitly point at a principal root of
our frequent complaints—the remnants
of curfed pride within us, that prompt and
defire us to be, and to be thought—/oze-
body. How unluitable is {uch a defire to
the ftate of unworthy, indigent ﬁnners;
who need renewed pardon and renewed
upplies from one moment to another!
How unworthy thofe, who profefs ta be
wollowers of the fowly Jefus!

This
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This comes by Mrs. N. and if fhe fends
it by the penny-poft, the will {oon eall on
ymi herlelf. She will probably defire
your afliftance to find the way to the Lock
on Friday evening, and perhaps to the
Veltry, to pay her relpefts to Mr. Ma-

- dan.  She is going down to Kent : as fhe

~ takes my fifter up, after an eight years ab-
fence from Ler mother, Mrs. M. fhe will
probably be a few days with her at Mrs.
U—r’s in Leman-fireet, Godman’s-fields
and fhe is engaged to {pend two or three
days at Mrs. B r's. Thevilit to your
houfe muft perhaps be deferred ’ull we
can be in town together, which may per-
haps oc the cale, either before, or in the
winter ; but I fhall leave you and her to
{cttic it. By that time I hoperMrs. C—
will be happily through her approaching
time, and be enabled to receive us with
lets mconvemience.  Mrs. N, will tell
you why I decline accompanying her for
the preient. '

1 hope
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I hope to have a meeting here of fix
or {feven clergymen who preach the Gol-
pel in this and the adjoining counties, on
the firft Thurfday in Augult. I fhall be
forry if your bufine{s will not permit you
to join us. If you cannot come, help us

with your prayers, that the Lord may
blefs us together, and enable us happily to
enter upon an aflociation, which we pro-

pole to keep up monthly, {ometimes at
one place, {ometimes at another—to
ftrengthen each other’s hands, and re-
frefh the people by a variety and commu-
nication of giits and couniels. My firlt
lefturc lalt Thur{day was well attended,

though 1t was hay-harveft, and was the
evening before the fair, when people are

more bufy than at other times. My love
to Mr. T——y. I {hall be glad to ex-
change with him at a proper time: his
duty would fuit me well, as my acqualn-
tance and inclinations lie fo much at the
Lock. But perbaps in a month or two I
thall be able to procure a fupply nearer

hand,
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hand, that is, when Mr. Powiey comes
from Oxford: he is expetied foon to
fettle within a mile of Mr. Hawe's's. I
write but a fhort letter, having many to
{end by this opportunity ; and Mrs. N.
will be upon the fpot to inform you of all
“particulars. “#ith our refpeéts, and love
to Mrs. C. wifhing and praying that the
Lord may carry her f{afely through, and
make Ler a joyful mother of a living
child, to bear a teltimony for God, when
its parents are called awav to a better
world, I remain |

Your affetlionate,

And obliged friend
J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER VIII.

-——-—-—W

Olneyy, Fuly 17, 1764

Dear BROTHER,

YOU bid me write often, and you fee I
take you at your word : I thank you for |
vour kindnefs to Mrs. N. it 1s no more
than I might expeét from you; for you
was always kind.

You defire my thoughts of Hampltead,
and 1 {it down to give you them. I have
not beard trom Mr, Madan upon the {ub-
jeét as you hint; and if' I ever do, I can
hardly think that he will advife me to
feave Oluney without a real neceflity.  If
Mr. Brown {hould ever return himlelt, or
difmils mc from his Curacy, neither of
which perbaps is probable, I fhould be at
hberty : But otherwile I think I ought to
wait ‘ull I {ee the Lord pointing out my
way as clear as with a {un-beam, before I
o much as lifien to a removal, To be

D {fure
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{fure there 1s fomething tempting in the
thought of being fituated In a fine air,
clole to London, near all my friends, Mi-
nifters, and others : how plealing the
profpect, if the Lord bad not fent me
another way ! I may apply what I told
you a Jady faid to a friend of mine about
his fmall church, ¢ The Lord knew how
“ Jarge 1t was;” fo the Lord knew that
there would be vacancies elfewhcre, be-
fore he led me to Olney. Now let us
turn the tables. To this place.I owe the
opportunity of my ordinauon—the Lord
has brought me to a place where I am
perfuaded he has many dear children—
where the light of the blefled Golpel is
highly prized, lo that they would almoft
do and {ufler any thing, rather than be
deprived of 1t—to a place where I have a
congregation not much {maller (in an al-
ternoon) than at the Lock—where the
people tlock in from four, fix, or more
miles, about the country, to hear the
Word—where I have bcen hitherto fa-

voured
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voured with much liberty in my own loul,
am heard with acceptance, and have rea-
fon to hope that my poor endeavours
have been atready in fome mealure blef-
{cd, and meet httle or no oppolition.

Now, my acar friend, confider ferioufly
before you advife me farther, Iclt vou

fhould enfnare me. Can 1t be my dut Ly
to forego all thele advantages beeauie I
have not got the Living ? and fo loon,
too ? Methinks it would look (to confider
it in no other light) as if I came 1into the
church merely for profit. I have the pro-
mife of Olney, and perhaps a little time
may vacate 1t : 1f not, I cannot think of
guiting immediately for the poor dil-
ference of twenty pounds per annum.
But you will fay, a family muft be pro-
vided for. True—and that all I can get
from Olney, as Curate, will be too ftrait
a maintenance ; and I confels that, 1 an
unbelieving fit, I am of your mind. But
I find my heart, by grace, brought to a
point—to take the promiles and. the pro-

D 2 vidence
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vidence of God for my inheritance. I
had long a defire for the Miniftry . He
has granted 1t : I waslikewife defirous to
fee a confiderable number of people about
me (though unworthy and infufficient of
myviclf to {peak to two or three.) He has
granted that too. I feel mylelf enabled
to devote myfelf to the fervice of his
Kingdom and Righteoulnefs : He has a
neople in this country, that were in dan-
ger of being {cattered as fheep without a
ihepherd : they did not {eek me, nor I
them ; but the Lord brought us together:
He has given us to love one another, and
we are unwilling to part. The queﬁion
i3, whether I have a {ufficient warrant
from the Word (for conhdence without -
2 premife 1s prefumption) to truft the
Lord to take care of my temporal con-
cerns in this circumftance ? I think I
have—and efpecially when I remember
when and where he found me—deflitute
of food and raiment, and how he has led,
and f.d me, and cncompaliled me with

mercy
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mercy on every fide, furely I ought not
either to feck great things, or be difcou-
raged with {mall trials. But, then, Mrs.
N. you will fay,—Aye, there’s the rub,
indeed. For myfelf, if my heart does
not deceive me more than ever, was I
fingle, it would not be In the power ol
man to propofe a conlideration that thould

make me quit my poit. But, to lee her
who never knew hardfhip or inconve-

nience, whole tendernefs of conftitution
requires indulgence, whole affettions and
dependance on me induced her to venture
her all with me, and who (to {peak the
language of the world) has had {ufhicient
ground and reafon to expett a competent
provifion—to fece her f{iraitened, and
{trugeling with trials beyond her ftrength,
would not this be hard to bear? Hard,
indeed ! almoft as great a trial as to lofe
her, perhaps a greater: for, what I feel
for her, always affeéts me more than what
I feel for mylelf. However, by the grace
of God, I am willing to put her cafe and

D3 my



42 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT,

my own together into his hands: He
knows both our affe@ion and our weak-
nefs. He has promifed to mitigate, to
{fupport, and to deliver. I fee all I want
1 his promife ; and though I know not
the way of communication, he can find it.

You think that Hampitead promiles as
fair a field of ulefulnefs as Olney—1I am
not afraid of being in fome meafure ufe-
ful wherever the Lord {fends me—Dbut you
know all depends on him; if I thould dif-
like this place, and chufe another, He
might permit me to go ; but how can I
be ﬁ.re he would go with me? And if
not, what a wretched exchange thould I
make !

The mght I received your’s 1
heard a fermon from Mr. Grant, of Wel-
Jingboro’. It was a word in lealon to
me. His text was, Exod. xxxill. ver. 15.
and after explaining what is intended by
God’s prefence with his people, he made
this obfervation, ¢ That the Lord’s people
“ had rather abide in the howling wilder-
‘“ nefs, to have his gracious prefence with
“ them,
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«“ them, than to exchange it for the beft
“ worldly fituation without him.” To
this my {oul, through rich mercy, fub-
fcribes.  The people here are mofily
poor—the country low and dirty. We
{hall perhaps have but a {olitary life in
the winter time: however, with his pre-
{ence—in the clofet, the family and the
allembly, all will do very well.

I fometimes conceive mylelf as chang-
ing my place, poflefling a good provifion
ina genteel neighbourhood—many friends
to Imile upon me, perhaps {fome perfons of
diftinction to take notice of me. And I
think again, that this is the very fituation
the Devil would wifh me in—then he
would have many new batteries to play
upon me. If the Lord call me into the
midft of danger, he can prelerve me in it ;
but I mult be well fatished that 1t is his
will; and his doing, before I think {eri-
rioufly about it. I thank you, however,
for your care and good withes. If you
do not agree with what I bave wrote, or

whether
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whether you do or not, let me hear from
you foon. My love to Mrs. C. and all
friends.

I am your much obliged Brother,
J. N.

-—-—W

LETTER IX.

Oiney, Aug. 14, 1764.
DEAR BrOTHER,

THI S 1s chiefly in my dear’s name, to
inform you that {he got fate down, and to
thank you and Mrs. C. for all your
friendfhip. )
The point is now fettled about pub-
lilhing my Letters; and foon after Mr.
H s comes here, I fhall fend them to
Mr. Johnfon, of which you may give - him
notice. It was recommended to me by
feveral of my friends in London to print
them by fubfcription : If this is to be the
way, I beg vou to fhew this firft to Mr.
M——n, and alk bun if he will give me

leave to menuon his name in the adver-

tifement.
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tfement.  IF this meets his approbation,
nlcale to alk the fame favour of Dr. Gif-
tord ; to Mr. B r I have wrote my-
felt. Thele three gentlemen are {uffici-
cnt, both by their fituation and charaéler,
to invite and receive what {ubleribers
may offer at London. I fhall likewife
write to procure a perfon of charatter
at Lecds, Mancheiter, Liverpool, and
Shrewibury. As I {uppofe the imprel-
fion will be made from the copy now in
Mr. H——"s hands, I fhall direft Mr.
Johnfon to leave it with Mr. M na
few days, and to beg the favour of his
anal revifal, and additional authentica-
tion, before 1t goes to the prels. Mr.
H s, as they were addrefled to him,

propofes to prefix a little piece of a Pre-
face.

I am glad your journey was {o plea-
fant; hopeit will be an encouragement to
you to come again. Mr. B I gIves
me hopes of {eeing him.,  Wifh you may
be able to come together. May the

Lord
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Lord give you morc and more to fecd
upon his love, ana may a bright.view of
his glory and grace lay you low in humi-
lity, and exalt you highin confidence and
{piritual joy!—Blefled be his wname for
what little of his goodnuls we have al-
ready received; but he bhas much more
to beftow than we have as yet enther
alked or thought of: He bids us open
our mouths wide, and afiuresus hie 1s able
and ready to fill them. Alas! we as yet
know but little of the nirfcarchable riches
of his grace. But we fhall know, if we
follow on to know the Lord ; and if we
are refolute ana faithiul, not to divide be-
tween God and the world, but to be all
for him, as he has been all to us.

We {uifer often by 1mproper com-
pliances with thole about us, and by not
watching, firiving, and praying againf{t our
ealy beletting fin.  All of us have fome-
thing of this fort—{omething evil ; to
which, by our fituation or conilitution,
we are more particularly inclined, and

againit
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againft which we ought to place a double
guard of prayer and watchfulnefs. Yet,
with all our ftriving, 1t is well to remem-
ber, that we have no inherent ftrength,
but muflt depend upon grace from the

fountain to {upport, renew, and refrefh us
from one moment to another, May we

be enabled thus to do. I remembered
your Jove to many of our friends; they
return their thanks and love again.

Give our refpeéts to Mrs. C. I truft
the Lord will be with her in the time of

need, raile her up again, and give her an
affetting {enfe of his goodnefs.

I am, your affettionate,
And obliged Brother,
J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER X.

-L-d—-'—-m-———

Olney, Aug. 27, 1764.

Dear BrotiEr,

THOUGH I have two of your kind
letters to acknowledge, I muft {fend but a
fhort letter, to thank you and tell you
that we are well, and that many of our
friends here defire their love and refpeéls
toyou. DButthe waggon will {et out {oon,
and this 15 to come with the manufcript
to Jobnlon. I wrote to Mr. M——n
mylelf, and Johnfon is to wait upon him
for his reviial and direttions, If a {ub-
fcription 15 concluded on, let 1t be done
in the manner you fpeak of. I doubt
110t of your interedl to promote it.

Through mercy all goes on well, {in-

ful mfirmity excepted; and this 1 truft

n

nall crow weaker and weaker, “ull at

i
fa

erigth corruption thall put on incorrup-

tuon, ang Ceath be fwailowed up oi lile.

= P T \
. =
t by 1I'|-.I' -



CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 49

Jesus 1s the conqueror’s name. He is
faithful who has promifed, who will alfo
do it. Ilalt night received a new{paper.
I thank you for your punctuality. Liv-
ing retired, I have quite forgot how the
world goes ; for I do not choofe to go to
a publick-houfe to look at the papers.—
Would you believe that I did not know a
word of the ficknels in Naples *all laft
night? This month 1s almoft out, and
we hope to fee you again 1n September.
I think you faid o, and pray put Mr.
B

try to come too, tf poilible.

r often 1n mind of us, that he may

We are pretty well, through merey, and
join in Jove to you and Mrs. C.  Mrs.
N. 1s a poor, dilatory correlpondent ; fhe
would write to her herfell—perhaps onc
time or other fhe will try.

The fabbath after you leit us, I began
with the ftory of good old Jacob, for my
morning's diicourfes, and it will probably
laft till we fce you again. I am, your al-
icflionate and obliged, J. N.

E LETTER
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to beftow than we have as yet euher
alked or thought of 1 e bids us open
our mouths wide, and afiures us Lie 1s able
and ready to fill them.  Alas ! we as yet
know but little of the ui{carchable riches
of his grace. But we fhall know, if we
follow on to know the Lord ; and if we
are refolute and faithful, not to divide be-
tween God and the world, but to be all
for him, as he has been all to us.

We fuffer often by improper com-
pliances with thofe about us, and by not
watching, ftriving, and praying againft our
eafy beletting fin.  All of us have fome-
thing of this {ort—{omething evil; to
which, by our fituation or conflitution,
we are more particularly inclined, and

againit
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{ountain o lupport, renew, and refrefh us
{from one moment to another. May we
be enabled thus to do. I remembered
your love to many of our friends; they
return their thanks and love again.

Give our refpetts to Mrs. C. I truft
the Lord will be with her in the time of
nced, raile her up again, and gtve her an
affetting {enfe of his goodnels.

I am, your aftettionate,

And obliged Brother,
]J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER X.

e S e

Olney, Aug. 27, 1764.

Drear BroruEg,

THOUGH I have two of your kind
letters to acknowledge, I muft fend but a -
fhort letter, to thank you and tell you
that we are well, and that many of our
friends here defire their love and refpeéls
toyou. Butthe waggon will fet out {oon,
and this 1s to come with the manufcript
to Johnfon. 1 wrote to Mr. M n
mylelf, and Johnfon is to wait upon him
tor his rcvifal and direttions. If a fub-
fcription is concluded on, let it be done
in the mannrer you fpeak of. I doubt
not Of your intereft to promote it.

Through mercy all goes on well, {in-
ful hrmity excepted; and this 1 truft
inall grow weaker and weaker, ‘ull at
tength corruption fhall put on incorrup-
tion, and death be [wallowed up of life.

JEses
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JEsus 1s the conqueror’s name. He is
faithful who has promifed, who will alfo
do it. Ilalt night received a new{paper.
I thank you for your punctuality. Liv-
ing retired, I have quite forgot how the
world goes; for I do not choofe to go to
a publick-houfe to look at the papers.—
Would you believe that I did not know a
word of the ficknels in Naples ’ull laft
night? This month is almoft out, and

we hope to {ee you again in September.
I think you {aid fo, and pray put Mr.

B r often in mind of us, that he may
try to come too, 1f potlible.

We are pretty well, through mercy, and
join in love to you and Mrs. C. Mrs.
N.1s a poor, dilatory correlpondent ; fhe
would write to her herlelf—perhaps onc
time or other fhe will try.

The fabbath atter you left us, I began
with the ftory of good old Jacob, for my
morning’s diicourfes, and 1t will probably
laft till we fee you again. I am, your af-
feftionate and obliged, J. N.

L LETTER
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LETTER XI.

Olney, Sept, 13, 1764

My DEar BROTHER,

I SPENT the laft week at A]dwinckie;

which is the reafon you have not-heard

fromme. Mr. H~—s 1s well, and gives
his love to you. We had a pleafant
journey, and came {afe home on Saturday
night. Mrs. N. is in tolerable health,
and all goes on much as when you was
here. We have had two deaths within
the laft week. The one perfon was the
leader of oppofition againft the truth, I
hope I heartily pitied and prayed for him
during his illnefs ; but he had no defire to
{ee me, at leaflt I was not {ent for 'ull his
funeral : the other was a quiet believer,
a man in years, little noticed and diftin-
guithed; but the Lord was comfortably
with him 1n his laft illnefls, and he de-
parted in full aflurance. May you and

1,
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I, and thofe who are necareft to us, find
the fame gracious fupports when we come
to make the untried experiment |—Soon,
very foon, we muft leave, or be left, by
all we hold mﬁo{t dear. Majr we, 1n the
awful fealon when flefh and heart fhall-
fail, and no creature-comfort {tand in any
ftead, be enabled to rejoice in God as our
ltrength and portion for ever.

I {hould not have troubled you at this
time but for fear you fhould think me
negligent, having nothing new to offer.

Indeed I could enlarge upon Gofpel to-
“pics, and I truft the repetition of them
would not be irkiome either to yéu or
me. Yet muft we not confefs, that if we
are too faintly affetted with divine truth,
it is not for want of heﬁaﬁring and reading
frequently about it ?—The Gofpel 1is
{founded in our ears, and {et forth before
our eyes almoft continually. Look where
we will, we {ee fomething to remind us,
either of the neceflity, or of the value of
a Redeemer. Butalas! amidft ten thou-

Ee {and
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fand teachers, how flow are we to learn.
I am almoit alhamed to write and talk fo
much about Jesus, when I can feel fo
little love to him in myfelf: fo little I
mean of the exercife and effefts of that
love, as to the principle itfelf. I truft his
own hand has planted it 1n my heart, and
that none fhall be able to root it out.
But I would fam exprels it more evidently
in my life as well as with my lips.

I {uppofe Johnlon will foon put the
Letters in the prefs. I believe all will be
{fettled about them this week. I am not
{olicitous for the {ale. I make little
doubt cf their going off faft, efpecially
with the afiiftance of my friends. I doubt
not vour endeavours to forward them, and
wiil thank vou as well as T can.  But what
I defire to be moft folicitous about is, that
they mav e attended with a divine blel-
fine to the reeders, and mav be a means of
comforting the diftrefled confcience and
awakenine the carcleis.

s

For
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For this, I beg you to help me with
your prayers.
Believe me affeCtionately your's,

]. N

e e e o e

LETTER XII.

Olneyy, Nov. 3, 1704
DEAR BROTHER,

THE feveral things came fafe: the
books I received, and when I have dif-
pofed of them, will give you fome ac-
count for the Society. Thus muchl can
fay in general, that the perfons to whom
I give the Bibles value them more than
gold. '

We have many here who efteem the
Word of God as their food, and yet are
very poor and unable to buy a Bible.
Several fuch hearts I have gladdened by
what I received from you and Mr. Guy-
ther. I have perhaps as many Bibles as
I fhall have fit occalion to diftribute for
ome time—two or three months; but I

k3 ihould
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thould be glad of more of Dr. Watt's
hymns, and likewife fome of his divine
fongs for children. Wilcox’s choice drop
of honey from the rock Chrift is a little
thing I much hike: it is not given away
by your Society, but I think Dr. Gifiord
reprinted it, and perhaps by enquiry you
could procure me a few. |

We ftill continue to go on peaceably,
have the blefling of health, and are {ur-
rounded with mercies. Mr. B———ge
preached for me laft week. We agreed
well, and feemed both pleafed. I very
much approved both his {fermon and con-
verfation. QOur auditory keeps up, or
rather increafes, the weather having been
remarkably fine of late; and I hope we
have proofs of the Lord’s prefence. I
frequently come to the knowledge of one
or another experienced perfon whom 1
had not heard of before.

I wifh I could find a greater revival in
my own foul. I fee in fome meafure the
importance of the precious Gofpel truths,

and
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and yet am but half affeed with them.
This is indeed a common complaint—I
am relieved by confidering that it is a dif~
penfaiion of rich love and grace, and that
thefe infirmities are in fome degree infe-
- parable from this mortal ftate. Yet I de-
fire not to {it down fatisfied with my own
dulnefs, nor to be ealy becaule grace has
abounded ; but {o mucl the rather ftir up
myfelf to prefs forward, to {irtve and pray
for a greater conformity to the Lord Je-
fus my Head, and a more lively fenfe of
his love. O what a privilege would 1t be
to have him always in thought and view,
to be always aiming at his praife, always.
{ending forth ardent defires towards him,
always rejoicing in his bleflednefs, and
always depending and refting upon his
arm of firength—to live under an abiding
fenfe of who be is and where he 1s, and to
fcel our hearts {pringing upwards in aéls
of faith, love, and felf-abafement conti-
nually, This would be heaven upon
earth: but alas! how often is our fun
clouded—
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clouded—our comforts fail, our ftrength
falters, our enemies prevail, and we can-
not do the things that we would.

There 1s one thing I forgot to tell you,
when you was here laft. You faid that
the Countefls of Buchanleft Mr. Re——ne °
a very large legacy. I doubt not but you
was told {o, and had reafon for believing
it. Butas this report, if not true, may
be inmany refpefts to Mr. R———ne’s pre-
judice, I think it my duty to let you
know that I have very good authority
from a lady who is intimately acquainted
with his circumftances, to believe it was
otherwife.

The money left him was wholly for
charitable ufes, except twenty pounds as
a legacy for his trouble of diftributing it;
and that fo far from being fole executor,
he 15 not executor at all.  If thisis indeed -
the cafe, you will be glad to difcoun-
tenance the other report, as it might de-
prive Mr. R——ne of thofe affiftances.
which I believe his family needs.

. We
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We fhould be glad to fee Dr. Jennings
in good time. Remember us to dear Mr.

B r; when he can find leifure a let-
ter will be welcome.

With a repeated tender of our love to
Mrs. C. we remain H_
Aflettionately her’s and your’s,
J. & M. N.

i - e S PR ey e

LETTER XIII.
Olneyy Nov. 20, 1704,

Dear BroTHER, ,
ET begins now again to be time to afk -
how you do, and to tell you that by the
Lord’s goodnels it is well with us, fin ex-
cepted. My dear has had a {light com-
plaint, but is better again. I am {till
enabled to preach, and the people ftill wil-
ling to hear, Neither thort days, uncer-
(an weather, or dirty roads, make any
confiderable diminution in our aflem-
blies: and their attention and ferioufnefs
g1y e me hope that they do not all come in
valn,
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vain. My fettlement now, including
the people’s {ubfcription and the houfe,
may be near or about fixty pounds. Dil-
advantages, lofles, expences in removal,
and fitting up our liitle tenemerit in the
manner you have feen, I compute alto-
getl}erat. about eighty pounds. Towards
defraying this I have had .prefents ten
pounds upon my firft coming, and ten

guineas fince ; ouels from

O
whence. I reckoned upon a little re-

ferve in Mr. M’s hands—it was not
much, but it was all I could call my own,
and would have been {ufficient to have fet
me out a little before-hand ; but now he
is failed, I expe@ nothing from that
quarter, as I know the accounts are un-
fettled: {o that I fhould perhaps have
been under fome difficulties but for the
publication of my Letters. Thus when
one {pring dries up, the Lord opens ano-
ther. He has always done me good, and
I find myfelf enabled to truft him now
without carefulnefs. If he fends it as falt

ad

YOu may

v
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as I want it, 1s not this {uificient? Is not
money it the bank as good .as money 1n
the houle ? And are not the .promifes of
the all-fufficient God better and furer
than a whole ream of bank-bills?
My fubje&ls yefterday were, Gen. xxxi.
v, 28. Num. xxi.v. 8, g. What can I
with you better, than frequent, lively, and
affefting views of Him,. who, like the
brazen ferpent of old, was lifted up on the
crofs, that we, beholding him by Faith,
might live,'hotx;ithﬁanding the old {erpent -
has {o often ftung us, and filled us with the
baneful, painful poifon of fin |—Wonder-
ful are the effefts when a crucified;, glo-
tious Saviour is prefented by the power
of the Spirit, in the light of the Word, to
the eye of Faith. This fight deftroys the
love of fin, heals the wounds of guilt,
loftens the hard heart, and fills the foul
with peace, love, and joy; and makes
obedicnce pratiicable, defirable, and plea-
lant. If we could fee this more, we
fhould look lefs at other things. - But,

alas! .



*
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alas! unbelief places a veil before our
fight, and worldly-mindednels draws our
eyes another way. A defire to be fome-
thing that we are not, or to poffels {fome-
thing that we have not, or to do {ome-
thing that we cannot—{ome vain hope, or
vain fear, or vain delight, comes in like
a black cloud, and hides our Beloved
irom our eyes. This fhews what poor
creatures we are! Notwithftanding our
hope that we are converted, we nced a
new converfion every day; and may fay,
with good old Herbert,—
¢ Lord, mend, or, rathcr, make us!”

I thall be glaci to hear that Mrs. C. is

well, and that you are both bufied in the

Plalmift’s enquiry, P[. cxvi. 12.  May his
grace work in you both—to will and to do
according to his good pleafure, and give
us at laft to behold him as he isin glory !

I am, &c.

I.N.

LETTER
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LETTER XIV.
R e

\x Brorsoa, Olney, Dec. 11, 1764,
E HAVE little to add fince my laft. The
one hundred books I have reccived would
have been perbaps all gone by this time, if
they had been all bound.  The forty that
were, went the fame day they arrived ;
but the people are more ﬂack about the
others, for they do not know how to get
them bound in the country.

Detty P=——ug, the fick woman whom
we went o fee twice, died aboat ten days
ince.  She continued ftrong in faith and
patience to the laft. I preached a fu-
neral fermon for her this day fev'nn wht
hiom Reo. vil. 2.7 14. to 17, We had a
large congregation, though it was a very

wit cvening. 1 hope 1t was a good op-
portunity,  May you and I, and your's
and mine, be followers of her, and all

G tholc:
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thofe who, through faith and patience,
now Inherit the promifes. Then we fhall
think little of all the trials that ftood in
our way to the Kingdom. I trult we go
on comfortably. There 1s, without
doubt, an awakening and reviving work
in and about Olney, though not attended
with any noily, or very remarkable ap-
pearances. Blefled be God forit. My
health continues, and my dear 1s pretty
well; fo that I have little to complain of
but my own heart.

Give our dear love to Mr. B r, and
put him in mind of wnting. Tho I am
not {o fully or {fo profitably engaged as 1
believe he is, yet I have enough to make
me beg letter forletter. I have reafon to
hope that the publication of my Letters
will give {ome additional weight to my
miniftry here, The people {tare at me
fince reading them, and well they may.
I am indeed a wonder to many—a won-
der to myfelf. Efpecially I wonder that
I wonder no more. I doubt not your

afliftance
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alliitance 1n helping them off'; but let me
beg you likewife to help them with your

prayers, that they may be not only fold,
but read ; not only read, but accompa-
nied with the blefling and unttion of the

Holy Spirit—that they may be a meansto
awaken the carelels, confirm the waver-
ing, and comfort the wounded.

We join in love to you and Mrs. C.
and all friends. 1 am, &c.

]. N.

W

LETTER XV.

Olney, Fan. 3, 17635,
DEAR BROTHER,

E THANK you for remembring me and

my friend, 1 make no difficulty of re-
commending him in the ftrongeft terms,
as to integrity, capacity, and diligence.
1 know him well, and have known him

long. |
The Lord has declared his will by the
late awful firoke, and it is our parts to fub-
G2 mit:
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mit. We endeavour to fubmﬂ, not as of
neceility, but as acknowledging his hand.
But the fleth is weak. I doubt not but
vou have a irtendly {ympathy with us.
Continue to pray that the Lord may give
us a fuil refignation to his whole will, and
lead our hearts and affections beyond
the reach of difappointment. May this
mourniful providence be fanélified to {ur-
viving friends '—My dear {uffers a good
deal, though filently; but I hope the
Lord does and will fupport her. 1f we
are believers in Jefus, all fhall be well,

‘erc long. I have had a bufy time tnis
fortmght pali—five fermons a week. The
Lord give a blefing. I trult he does.
Without him 1t 1s 1n vain to {peak or to
hear.

My engagements grow {0 upon me,
that I did not think myfeli at hiberty to
come to London without fomething of a
call, though it is provabie my love to you,
and my many friends, would have tempted
me to have thought a flight one {ufiicient.

bt
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But now the Lord has been pleafed ta
make this breach upon us, there muft be .
fome real and commanding occafion, or
we fhall hardly .fee London very {oon.
It would be only reviving fruitlefs, per--
haps finful grief. The wound muft have
fome time to heal. I therefore hope,
when the days grow a little longer, you,
and other of my friends, who have oppor-
tunity, will come to us. We will pay you
when we can.,  We fhall be vattly glad to
fee Mrs. C.

This is letture-day. "1 have feveral
letters to write, and the poft will go foon.
The Lord blefs you both, and fill your
hearts with that love and peace, which no
outward difpenfation can take away,—
Alas! for them who have no hope in
God, noaccefs to a throne of grace, no
fure promile whereon to reft in time of
trouble.—Pray for us, as we for you.

I am your obliged,
And affetlionate Bzother

J. N.
G 3 LETTER
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LETTER XVI.

m

Olney, Fan. 19, 17635,

Dzar DRroTHER,

I Inclole you a letter to Mr. Farfit:
which, 1f you approve, you will pleafe to
feal up and deliver to him. I beg you
will ule your intereft, that I may have, as
ioon as you can, the books 1 have
thereinmentioned; particularly, Janeway’s
Token, and likewife fome of Dr. Dod-
dridge’s Sermons to Young People, if
given by the Society.

Laft Thurlday I entered upon a new
fervice. A room in the great houle being
prepared for the purpole, I began to meet
the children of the parifh: but though
the room was large, it proved rather too
{mall for the purpofe. 1 had eighty-nine
the firft time; and though perhaps {ome

will be weary and drop off, yet, as there
are many more intended who did not then
COTne,
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come, I expelt my ufual number, when
fettled, will exceed a hundred. I pro-
pole to meet them every -Thurlday after
dinner—not {o much to teach them a Ca-«
techifm (tho’ I fhall attend to that like-
wife) as to talk, preach, and reafon with
'~ them, and explain the Scriptures to them
in their own little way.

It would have pleafed you to fee them
there are {everal among them who dilco-
ver a ferioufnefls and attention beyond
their age. I have propofed premiums—a
sreat bible and five fhillings each to the
beft boy and the beft girl, at Whitfun-
tide, befides proportionable rewards to all |
who behave well; and I believe I fhall
make thofe two, four—thatis, two for
thole under ten years, and two for thofe
above. .Three-fourths of them attended
at the letture, and fat together in the
middle ifle. It was an affetling fight, and
moved me to pray for them with fome
earncftnefls from the pulpit. -1f the Lord
affords his bleffing, I hope this ftep will

be
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be attended with advantage, not (;nly to
the children, but perhaps to fome of the
parents, who will be {ure to hear from
their little ones what we have been talking
of at the greathoufe.  And where it goes
no farther at prelent, the children will be
more orderly and under - reftraint, -and
more confltant 1n their attendance at
church.

You fee why I want the little books.
I had lately the honour to receive a pub-
lic affront for the Gofpel’s fake :—A man
in the neighbouring parifh came to beg I
would preach a funcral {ermon for his fa-
ther—he faid he had the churchwardens’
confent, and owned that he had been to
ieveral of the neighbouring clergy : but
they were all engaged, or he fhould not
have come to me. - The roads and wea-
ther were both very bad, yet I was un-
willing to lofe the opportunity ; therefore
readily confented, and propofed to defer
the ulual afternoon-preaching at Olney

‘ull the evening. All thlngs were pre-
pared,
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parcd, and notice given: But on Satur-
day evening the man came to tell me that
a neighbouring curate, who had the charge
of the parifh in the rettor’s ablence, abfo-
lutely refufed to let me enter the church.
I hear fince there was a very large con-
aregation difappeinted : yet I truft the
invitation, though it did not lucceed, will
have fome good effe€t. The poor man
was grieved : he cared not aboui. me be-
fore, but now he fays he will come to
hear; and, I believe, others in the parifh,

who were difappointed and vexed, will do

io too, if only to fhew their difpleafure.
He would not have the other to preach
the funeral {fermon, nor invited him to the
burying. The ufual compliment of hat-
band and gloves was not given to him, but

fent to me, though I did not go out of
my own houle.

I hope this little adventure did me
cond : it led me fincerely to pray for my

noor brother in habit, who knows not
what he does in oppoling the Golpel ; and

1t
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1t mada me thankful to diftinguifhing grace
for mylelf, as well as gave me encou-
ragement to hope that I have becn in
fome meafure faithful and ufeful, or they
would not have treated me with fuch ill
manners.

My dear loves and thanks you: She 1s
pretty well; yet the wound 1s not fully
healed. We thank Mrs. C. for being
willing to come : I cannot blame you for
deferring your journey ’till the Spring;
for there i1s no rambling about Olney with
pleafure at this time of the year. I be-
lieve I have a {core or two believers to
fhew you, whom I was not acquainted
with when you were here laft, and more
than one or two, who were not then born.

Blefled be God. )

With our love and refpe&s to you
both, I remain, &c.

] N.

LETTER



CHRISTYAN CORRESPONDENT.: - %I

LETTER XVIL

gl SR TR s bt ot

Olney, Feb, 23, 1765.

Dear BroTHER,

I Believe 1 have two letters to thank you
for, as likewife a barrel of oylters, which
came to hand laft Saturday. We pro-
mifle ourlelves the pleafure of feeing you
and Mrs. C. when the Spring gets for-
ward : the leaves and flowers will now
foon begin to peep forth. May you and
I experience a {pring-time in our fouls!—
How plealing, when after a dark winter
frame, the Sun of Rightcoufnels fhines in
upon the heart, and, by the powerful in-
fluence of his healing beams, draws forth
our dormant graces into exercile! then
the ice melts, and the waters of evange-
lical repentance flow—then the delart be-
comes a fruiiful field, and the wildernefs
blofloms like a rofe—then, inflead of the
thorn of felf-conceit and the brier of

worldly
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worldly care, the plants ol the Lord’s
own hand planting, fpring up and flou-
rilh—then a voice of joy, peace, and par-
doning love is heard in the conicience,
O that 1t were as ealy to feel 1t as to
write about 1t! but, alas, I {ind my gar-
den in a poor backward ftate : hut, blel-
fed be God, there 1s life 1n the root.
Almoft every thing {cems to flourifh at
Olney but myfelf. The prayer-meeting
I lately fet up on Tuelday evenings 1s
likely to thrive and be comfortable—our
number 1s about forty.  'We might eafily
enlarge 1t; but I chufcto have none bhut
fuch as I hope are downright 1n earnelt ;
however 1t increafes every time. The
children on Thuriday now ameunt to one
hundred and feventy-five, and additions
are olfering every week : they make a
pretty fhew m the chancel. 1 have fur-
nifhed them all with Malon's Serimon and
Catecnifm and Dr. Watt’s lictle Hymn-
Book. They are very fond of coming,
and there are fome lookers-on, T expett
there
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there will be more when the weather 1is
warmer. In fpeaking to the children, 1
{ometimes {peak to the by-ftanders with-
out feeming to intend it ; and who knows
but a random-fhot may now and then hit
the mark ? . As to the public preaching,
I believe the Lord is plealed to own 1t.
Laft Sacrament-day I had the pleafure of
fecing two of my own children at the or-
dinance, who, I truft, can give a {olid rea-
fon of the hope that is in them; and I
know of fix others that have been
awakéned within thefe few weeks, who
fecm to be in a good way.

I think the conaregations have been as «
large within this month palt as they were
any time laft {ummer, tho’ the weather 1s
cold, and the roads indifferent: there is
a probability, that, when the Spring ad-
vances, more will come than we fhall be
able to feat. This put me upon planning
a large gallery to be eretted the whole
length of the north fide of the church,
from the door to the chancel. I come

H . municated
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municated my wifh to l.ord D———th,
who was plealed to approve it, and to pro-
mile his afhftance. A plan has been
made, and the eltimate 1s eighty-five
pounds—to have four depths of hand-
fome pews, and an open {eat behind. As
I intend to have the belt front {eat for the
accommodation of my friends, and as I
think it well to {et a good example to the
parifh, that they may be ftirred up to give
freely,—I have mylelf promiled to fub-
{cribe five guineas; you will perbaps
think this 1s more than the poor Curate
of Olney can well afford : If you do, (and
you are not far from the mark) I hereby
authorize and impower you to levy the

faid fum upon yourlelf, and y:'our and my
friends, 1n the city and ealtern quarters,
for my re-umburfement ; and, 1f you
fhould have fomething more than that fum
forced upon you, if you pleafe to {end 1t
here, 1t fhall go to the ufe and behoot
above-mentioned. I limit your diftrict

from Temple-Bar ealtward as far as you
plcalc ;
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pleafe; only I have a reafon for wifhing
you not to apply, upon this occalion, to

any immediately 1n connettion with the
Lock. I would keep that quarter entire

for any other fervice that may olfer.
Perhaps we may want another gallery one
of thefe days. To be ferous, what al-
fitance you.can procure will be acrep-
able, and, I belicve, ncceflary ; and it
was in dependance on your good offices
that I have ventured as above. The
people that wifh belt to the Golpel 1n-
teret here, are, in general, {uch as are
lcaft able to affift 1t with their purfes—but
we will endeavour to pay you in prayers.

I hope your foul prolpers: let me hear

from you. You would be glad to {fee my
children on a Thur{day afternoon : their

number is {welled now to one hundred
and feventy-hve. I hear more or lels
good news aimoft every week, ~ Pray for
us.—Gur love to Mrs. C.

I am your affettionate and obliged,

H 2 LETTER
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LETTER XVIII.

e I et

Olney, March 16, 1765,

Dear BroTHER,

ILOV E to fend you a bit of a letter

when it can go polt free, though I have
little to fay. Thank you for your laft.
We fhall not with our time away, but
propole ourlelves pleafure, if Apnl or
May fhall bring you and Mrs. C——to
Olney. The leaves and blofloms are
peeping out, and the birds beginning to
fing already, and things will mend falt
ev'ery week.

We are all well as ufual, {furrounded
with mercies on every fide, and want no-
thing to make us more happy than we
are, but a warmer {enfe of redeeming
love. Blefled be God we are not alto-
gether afleep, though too drowfy. All
my plantations flourifh. The prayer-
meeting is well attended, and in general,

1 hope,
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I hope, proves a time of refrefhment ; fo
that fome of the younger, and more lively
fort, are encouraged to attempt another
on Sunday mornings at fix o'clock, to
pray for their poor Minifter, and for a blef-
{ing on the ordinances. My children
now exceed two hundred, as I expetted.
I thall be obliged to you to procure me
what accounts you can, printed or other-
wife, of the Lord’s work in America. 1
have had {ome imperfett hints, but want
to know more. I have heard of {omeg-
thing remarkable in and about Long-
Ifland—likewife of a {choolmafter, that
has had remarkable fuccefs among the
Indian children. Such as this is ‘the
news I want. I am little concerned with
the treaties and policies o} the kings of
the earth ;" but I long to hear of the vic-
tories and triumphs of our King Jelus,

and “that the trophies of his grace -are
multiplied.

I want more experience in my foul, of
that Ipiritual energy which is mighty-to

H 3 pull
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pull down ftrong-holds, to lay évery ima-
gination and high thing low in the duft,
and bring every roving thought into cap-
tivity to the obedience of Chrift. My
heart is like a country but half {ubdued,
where all things are in an unfettled ftate,
and mutinies and infurreftions are daily
happening. I hope I hate the rebels that
difturb the King’s peace. I am glad
when I can point them out, lay hold of
them, and bring them to him for juftice :
But they have many lurking-holes, and
fometimesthey come difguifed like friends,
“fo that I do not know them, till their
works difcover them.

What a quiet pofture Job's affairs were
in. The oxen were ploughing, and the
affes were feeding befides them—all 1n
peace, and no danger near. Who would
have thought of the Sabeans coming to
carry all away ? So 1t is fometimes in my
experience. The bands of the enemy
break -in, hinder my plowing, {poil my
paftures, and rob me of my ftore—DBut

| the
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the mercy is, that there are infinite re-
fources in the name of Jefus. One att
of lively faith in Him fets all to nignts,
heals every breach, and makes up every
lofs.

I am not in a writing humour, fo fhall
put you off with this for the prefent.
With our dear love, and repeated invita-
tions to you both, I remain

Your affe@ionate Brother,

]. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XIX.
et R ettt

Oluey, April 10, 17605,

Desar BroTHER,

AS you fometimes‘fpeak of Mrs. C. by
the name of your partner, we, at the firft
reading of your letter, were affefted with
great concern. After we had faid, poor
Mrs. C. and poor Mrs. C. about. half a
{core times, and wondered a little that
you did not exprefs more concern your-
felf,—1I, atlalt, found out, by my fagacity,
that it was not your partner in life, but
your partner in bufinefs. 1 hope and
think it muft be fo. Shall be glad to hear
that you found Mrs. C. well as you left
her.

I begin now to think of coming to Lon-
don. 1 bhad not intended 1t; but Mr.
Brown miends vifiting O]ne;v for a few
weeks, which will afford a good opportu-
nity. If you could have called at Olney

yefterday,
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yefterday, you would not have {een me.
I was laft night at Stoney-Stratford, to
meet a gentleman pailing from London to
the welt. We continue, through mercy,
in health and peace, and all goes on fa-
vourably. I have nothing particular to
fay, and being a good deal tired with my

journey, I content myfelf’ with this little.
What more ? Only to tell you what I

truft you know,—that the name of Jefus
is like ointment poured forth, and to com-
mend you and your’s to his precidus care
and keeping. |
We join inlove to you both,
And remain, &c.

J. & M. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XX,
e T—

Olney, Aug. 4, 1765,

Dear BroTHER,

I HAVE not yet time for the long letter
you expectt, and know not when I fhall;
but was unwilling to let Mrs. S. go with-
out {ending a tender of our love to you
and Mrs. C. and to let you know we con-
tinue, through the Lord’s mercy, to.go
on in our ufual way. I am forry you
think Mrs. C. will not be with us this
fummer. Our houfe is now clear again,
Mr. Ryland {ends me word that he ex-
pects Mr. and Mrs. Weft will be at Noxr-
thampton by this day fortnight, and that
you propofe to accompany them. I have
fome thoughts of meeting you there on
Monday the 1gth. to elcort you all to
Olney; but if I thould be prevented, .l
devolve the care of my dear friends to
you.

The
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The gallery is finithed, but the {eats
not yet put up: it was pretty full this af-
ternoon, and the church below ftairs as
much thronged as before. It {eems, if
the Lord continues to afford us his blef-
fing, that we fhall want another next
fummer. It is pleafing to fee how the
people flock from all quarters. The
Lord grant that they may not only hear,
but do his witl.  Mr. B——ge preached
for me laft Wednefday, and Mr. T——d
about a month ago. Both I and my
pcople have many helps, and many en-
couragements. I hope they are enabled
to make a good ufe of them : they are as
lively and as attentive as ever—all our
met-:*tings well attended, and fome new
addittons which I have good hopes of.
As to mylelf, I have more and more ex-
pericnce of the evil of my heart; and
this affords new occafions ror difcovering
and acknowledging the Lord’s grace and
roodnels.  In all your travels, you will

hardly find any one {o fingularly indebied

{o
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to Divine Grace and Providence ;- but,
alas! what poor unfuitable returns, what
mixtures of evil debafe my beft {ervices!
What——1I could go on complaining, but
I check myleif: I am vile indeed, but
Jelus 15 full of grace and truth. He leads
and guides, he feeds and guards, he re-
ftores and heals—He i1s an all-{ufhicient

Saviour. May my {foul reft and rejoice
in his precious ialvation, take the com-
fort of his free promifes, ana give-him all
the glory. 1 hope your {oul profpers:
Take care of {elf ; this 1s the worft enemy
we have to deal v.'-'ith—-felf-\&*iﬂ——f@lf—Wif-
dem—-{elf-rizhteoufnefs-—{elf-{eeking—
feli-aependance—{elf-boafting, It 15 a
large famiiy: I cannrot reckon up all the
branches; Dt they are all nearly related
to Satan—they are all {worn enemies to
our peace. If we'lie low, the Lord will
raife us up; but if we wiil be {fomething,

his Arm will furely pull us down.
I think I have done pretiy well, confi-
dering it 1s Sunday evening: I have been
engaycd
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engaged about fix hours in {peaking at
church and at home, yet find myfelf in
good cafe, little or nothing fatigued ; but
if there was occafion I could readily go
and preach again. . This is one of my
mercies, which will not laft always : time
will have an efteCt. I this day enter my -
forty-tirft year. How many mi. acles
have I been witne{s to in the fpace . { a
thort life! The Lord grant to us and

our’s, that our latter days may be our beft
days.

It grows dark—muft conclude. The
Lord blefs you both ; pray for your
- Affetiionate and obliged,

1. & M. N.

I LETTER
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LETTER XXI,

W

Olney, Oct, 8, 1765.
Dear BrOTHER,

I THANK you for your letter, and for

your and Mr. B I's Intention to come

to fee us. I hope your next attempt will
fucceed, and that the Lord will permit
him to come in good time. We fhall ex-
pett you both “till we fee you. The chiet
occafion of thisistointroduce Mr.Q———d
toyou. He was recommended to me by
a judiclous friend, and I believe him to

be a piigrim of the right {fort. He has
been travelling about to {ee Golpel mi-

nifters and people, and I {uppole that is
his chief errand at London. He is quite
a {tranger there. Ileave him to tell his
own ftory, which he will not do very hal-
tily ; for he fecms a man of few words,
and very modcft. I underftand his in-

tention is to fix on fome place to {ettle 1,

where
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where he may have the benefit of the or-
dinances, and that he 1s in ealy circum-
ftances. |

We are glad to hear that you and
Mrs. C. arein health: we wifh you both
abundance of grace and peace.

As to Aldwinkle, T can {fay no more:
time will thew. I hope the Lord will di-
rett for the beit; but I can h'ardly either |
think or wifh that Mr. H~—s thould .
have the place. I expetted him and Mr. -
M—n laft week : but the latter had {fome

{light illnefs that prevented.
It is a {mall matter who comes or goes,

fo that the Lord is pleafed to manifeft

himlelf with us; I hope, in a mealure, he
does: and ‘that he may be graciouily

with you and yowr’s, is the frequent
prayer of

Your affectionate Brother,
J. N.

I2 I.LETTER
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LETTER XXII.

.————m———-—m—'

Olneyy, New. 24, 1765,

Drar BroTrER,

I SEND you a little bit by Mr. S. tho’
I have uot much to fay, nor much time
to fay it in. I came down fafe and

found—found all well: and we go on as
ufual. Dear Mrs. Ch———n did not

die ‘tll Iaft might; but hardly fpake a
word after my return. Her funeral will
be fome day this week : I expett a large
congregation, and {folemn opportunity :—
Help me with your prayers, that the
Lord’s prefence may be with us, and {ome
gocd done.  If we have not fome railed
up in the room of thofe who are taken

away, we fhall grow weak and thin: but

I truft he will make his word his power.
The perfon to whom I refufed the Sa-
craiment died this day fev'nnight. No-
thing appeared in bis cale to make mc
think
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think I had been too ftrift in that point,
but rather reafon to be thankful: They
defired I would let the clergyman bury

him who had attended in his illnels, to
which I had no objettion.

I hope we had a tolerable day. 1.
preached from Gen. xxit. v, 14. and Phil.
it.—Happy change, that grace makes—
happy believers, to whom the Lord 1s en-
osaged by promife to appear in every mo-
ment of dificulty. May we grow in

grace, and in the knowledge of our dear
Lord and Saviour,

Our love to Mrs. C. I will let her

know when the trees and meadows are
new dreft and ready to receive her,—

Pleale to give our reipetts to Mr. and
Mrs. Duncan. We fhall be glad to {ee
them, winter or fummer.

I am, &c.
J. N.

I3 LETTER
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LETTER XXIII.

w____

Olﬂey DEC: Is 17659
DEAR BroTHER, g ’

YOUR letters are always welcome, but
few more than that which gives us hope
of {eeing you and dear Mr, B——r next
week. We will fettle preaching-times
when he comes.

On Chriftmas-Day I preach in the fore-
noon, and at fix in the evening. If Mr.
Duncan comes down, you may tell him
that you know we have two beds, and we
fhall expeft the pleafure ofaccommodating
him.

- I am truly concerned for Mrs. Welt;
hope I fhall pray daily for her, for them
both, I hope the Lord will reftore him,
and that this will only be a leflon in the
hand of his grace to teach her to fet loofe
to creatures: I think none {ympathize

more truly than we, An over-folicitude
15
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is our ealy befetting fin, and we have
known once and again what it is to watch
by each other’s bed-fide in ficknefs.

This is the third letter I have wrote
fince our evening-meeting was over ; {ol
muft be fhort, eipecially as we hope fo
foon to meet. To-morrow I have a little
journey in view.

I will try to pray for your little girl and
her parents—if the Lord takes her, fhe
efcapes a troublefome world. If you re-
fign her into his hands, and he gives her
back again to you, I hope fhe will live to
your comfort.

We wifh you both a good night, and
are, &¢. |

J. & M. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XXIV.

e T

Olney, Fan. 5, 1766.

DeArR BROTHER,

U V E rejoiced to hear that you and dear

Mr. B r got well up, and go well on.
You have both been earneftly remembeted
amongft us in prayer, in public and in
private, fince you left us: and I hope the
good effeéts of the 'vifit are ftill; and will
be, long felt among us.

Some of the Diffenters have thanked
me for bringing Mr. B r to Olney.
My dear is a little angry that you have not
fent his face. 1 clofed the old year at
the great houfe with the fame text with
which you tell me Mr. R——ne opened
the new one at the Lock. 1 preached
on New-Year’s Day morning from Plalm
xxxvill. 7. Inthe evening from Numbers
x. 29. We had a large congregation,
and I hope a good time. The Lord

grant
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grant that fruit may appear—that {fome
poor foul may date the beginning of a
good work fromthat day. On Thuriday
we entered upon the Hiftory of Perlecu-
tion from Rom. viil. 36. 1 {hall {pend
three or four leftures upon that verle.

We are glad to hear of Mrs. C.’s wel-
fare. 'The Spring will be coming again,
ere long. I will fend her word when
the trees begin to look green, and the
flowers peep abroad, I think wehave as
beautiful a {pring country as moft; but
juft now all appears dreary and walfte.
The Lord fend us a fpring-time in our
fouls—may that Voice, which is {weeter
than the turtles, be heard proclaiming
love, joy, and peace 1n our hearts.

Remember me to all dear friends : I
hope you will foon fend me word that the
little Society is begun, that we may know
when to pray for you. Give my love to

Mr, C rd ; we wifh him much fuccels
and fatisfation.

I have
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I have many letters to write to-day;
muit therefore break off, with the warmeft
expretlions of friendfhip, and thanks to
you and Mrs. C. in both our names,

May Jzsus, the gracious and compalf-
{ionate Shepherd, feed, guide, and guard
you both, and give you an increale of
every {piritual bleffing |

' I am, {Je, J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XXV.

-—-—m

Olney, Feb. g, 1766.

My Dear BroTHER,

ETHANK you for your laif, and am
not willing Mr. S. fhould go without
fomething of an aniwer, though I have
not time to cnlarge. Mr. M—n was
with us from Thurlday to dinner, ’till
yefterday morning.  He preached a good
and acceptable fermon, which I think
you will eafily believe.,

We fhall reckon upon f{eeing you
again before very long.  The fooner, and
the oftener, the better. I beg you either
to bring me one of Mr. Hart’s Hymn-
Books, or to {fend 1t, if you have time, by
Mr, S s. Tuelday mght I hope we -
(hall meet again before the Lord.  Our
hearts will be with you in Spitaltields *.
Jefus, the Sun of Righteoulnels, like the

fun

% A Prayer-Meeting held at Mr, WeRt's, Spitalfields, weaves.
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fun in the firmament, can fhine upon
miliions at once. O may we rejoice in
his beams—may we be emptied, filled,
{tript, adorned, killed, and made alive, by
the power of his Spirit, from day to day!
Happy are thole moments, when we are

humbled into the duft, and fink, as it

were, into nothing, under a thought of
what we are, and what unfpeakably glo-
rious love is manifefted to us in the dear
Redeemer.

Our beft love to Mrs. C. I hope we
fhall fee you before the butterflowers and
daifies are {catiered over the meadows:
tf {o, the muft ftay ’till the next time, ex-
cept The will come twice ; for I would have
her {ee the country n'its court-fuit.

Our refpefls to Mr. Duncan, Mr. and
Mrs. Welt, and all our dear friends : We
fhall be glad to fec them at the Sun-Dial
at Olney.—Pray forus. I am affettion-
ately, and lo we are both,

Her’sand YourTs,
J. & M. N.
LETTER



2HERISTIAN CORRESPONDENT, 07

LETTER XXVI.‘
s sttt AN IR st racone

Olney, F;’b. 1766.

DEAR BROTHER,

THomas R n is not coming to Lon-
don- as was expefted: the weather difap-
pointed him on Thurfday, and now his
journey is put off. Same day departed
this life our old building in the yard; 1t
came to a good end, for fo I account
it, and have reafon to be thankful that ne
harm was done. Sally Hull and Molly
had not quitted it long when the firlt part
of it came down on Wednelday evening.

I am glad you had a plealing meeting
laft Tuefday : we met with you, and I
truft the Lord was with us hkewife. I
doubt not but Mrs. W. wiil be a {hining
Member of your Society, and hope it
will be a help to her {oul.

K The
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The Lord blefs you all, jointiy and fe-
verally, when together and when apart.
Otr love to Mrs. C. and all friends.

J. N.

P. §. In the Gentleman’s Magazine
for the Year 1739 (I think that is the
year) there is a memorable and awful re-
lation of the death of Sir Francis New.
port, who pined away under moft terrible
agonies of defpair. It 1s a ftory that
ought not to be forgotten. If Mr. John-
{fon could procure me the volume in
which it is contained, I {hould be glad.

LETTER
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LETTER XXVIL

Olney, Feb, 12, 1766,

DEeEarR BrOTHER,

SIN CE my laft by Semples, I have re-
ceived your’s by Mr. Martin. We are
slad to hear of your profperity, and wifh

you both a thriving ftate of foul, and
peace in all your concerns. |

I thank you for the contents of your’s
I have had opportunity of knowing much
of Mr. T———. I do not wonder that
you liked him, for I believe he is not only
an earneft {eeker, but a happy poffeffor
of the grace of God: and though for the
realons he told you, he lived fnug, yet I
have no reafon to think he is little, if
at all behind, the belt of us,~—in folid
knowledge and true experience. I truft

the Lord will, in good time, give him the
" defire of his heart.

K2 I hope,




100 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT,

I hope, 1 a few weeks more, to fend
my fermons, or fome of them, to London.
They malft pals through the hands of two
or three, and by the time they are ready
to be put to the prefs, I hope to have pre-
pared the relt. 1 truft we metin {pirit
laflt night. I can tell you, you are all
heartily prayed for at thole {ealons. My
fubjet was from thole cheering words,—
It 15 finzfhed.

May Jelus {peak them powerfully to
all our hearts—He was pleafed to - blefs
what he enabled me to fay, to the deli-
verance of one poor {oul who has been
{ome time 1n great diftrels. She came to
me this morning, rcjoicing as a bird that
has jult efcaped out of the fnare of thre
fowler. May the Lord blefs you both.

\We are vour much obliged,
1. & M. N.

Our wedding-day fixteen years,

LETTER
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LETTER XXVIII.

et R AR Tttt s

Olney, March 4, 1766.

My DEar BroTHER,

WE have been fome daysin the fur-
nace : the Lord grant we may lofe no-
thing but drofs. My dear Polly has been
vilited with a fever, attended with un-
commonly violent pains in her head, for
‘twelve or f{ixteen hours together. Her
diforder began Monday fev'nnight. The
tever 1s at length come to a diftintt inter-
miffion; but its returns are very fierce
and trying. I fend this intimation to flir
up you, anda our other dear friends, to
pray for a blefling.

Severe as this affli€tion is in {ome re-
pefts, in others we muft account it a gra-
cous difpenfation. The Lord has fa-
voured her with remarkable patience and
lubmiflion, and has, 1 believe, manifefled

K3 himfelf

el
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himfelf more nearly to her foul than eyer
before. I, likewife, am fupported ac-
cording to his good promife; was re-
markably fo on Sunday, when I went
through the ufual fervices.

Tell Mr. M—n I thank him for his
kind letter, and fhould have wrote myfelf
before now but for what has happened.

It it pleale God that Mrs. N. miffes the
return of her fever, he will hear from me
foon.

We join in love to you and dear
Mrs. C. and beg to be remembered to
and by all our Chriftian friends.

- I am affettionately your’s,

_.. J- N.

Who 15 a God like our God, that can
preferve a fpark in the waves unquenched,
2 drop in the flames unconfumed, a feather
in a tempelt immoveable !

LETTER
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LETTER XXIX.

-ﬁ-——m

Olney, March g, 1766,

Dear BrRoTHER,

I Believe you have pitied and prayed for
us—therefore it is right I fhould thank
you, and tell you your prayers have been
heard. My dear 1s, Itruft, in a fair way
of recovery. I hope the bark will, by
the Lord's blefling, keep the fever away .
for fhe has not had it fince Thurfday. It
will, however, take fome time to reftore
her ftrength, for the has been brought ex-
ceeding low. -Pray that we may be both
brought out of the furnace, refined as
gold, and help us to praile the God of our
lives. We fhall be glad to {ee you when-
ever you can come. I hope we fhall
meet on Tuelday evening. Adieu, the
pell rings at church.~—Your’s, &.

]. N.
LETTER
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 LETTER XXX.

—__

W
Olncy, March 23, 1766,

My DEsR BroTHER,

I HAVE {everal of your very kind let-
ters to acknowledge ; but that in which
you mention your tour to Olney by the way
of Oxford, did not reach us ‘tll to-day.
- There are a few ftudents of the right
fort at Oxford, but I know none of them
but Mr. Fly. I cannot tell what College
he belongs to; but if you call on Mr.
James Stillingfleet, of Merton College, he
can give you a clue to find them all. I
am not perfonally acquainted with him,
but believe he will excule my faying, that
if you mention that I have the pleafure of
being your friend, it will be {ufficient for
an introduttion.
The perfuafion that we bad an intereft
in your prayers, and thofe of our many
dear
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dear. friends at London, was a great com-
fort to ’us in our late affliftion. The
Lord grant, that if we are Ipared to meet,
you may find the trial has been fanétified.
I hope we can {fay it was a gracious vili-
tation, and though frail fleth and blood
faggered a little, yet the Lord, at the
fame time that he made us feel our own
weaknels, gave us proof that his everlaft-
ing arm was underneath us.

My dear bas in a good meafure reco-
vered her appetite and looks, and gets
forward in ftrength: 1f to-morrow fhould
be a mild day, I hope fhe will pay her
vows at church., Therefore as you have
prayed for us, go on to help us to praife
Him, and pray for us again, that we may
be humble and thankful.

Mr. V—n came here on Monday, and
we parted on Thur{day morning, Heis
now a fulent preacher. His example will
preach wherever he goes—and fuch an
inftance of {o zealous, humble, fkilful,
ind ufeful a man being laid alide from

public
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public {ervice, does, or fhould preach
loudly to me,—not to be high-minded,
wife in my own/concelt, or to dream my-
felf a perfon of importance ; for I may
fee in Mr. V—n and Mr. C s, that
the Lord can do without thofe who are
better qualified to ferve him than myfelf,
It fhiouid likewile teach me -to be thank-
ful that my health and ability are con-
tinued, and ftir me up to be dlllgent and
humble i1n the ufe of them.

it gives me the greateft plealure to find
and to hear that the Lord is with you,
that you are comfortable in yourfelf, and
vieful to others. You and I are bound
to {peak well of Him: how often has he

healed our breaches, and recovered us

from backflidinss! when he renews for-
givenefs, hie does it fully and freely as at
firff. He does not upbraid us with what
is paft; yet we fhould not forget it, but
often remind ourfelves of where we were
when he firft found us, and where we
fhould have been at laft, if his mercy had

not
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not reftored our-fouls. The recollelion
of his dealings with us, and our dealings
with him, may be a means, by his blefling,
to make us more humble, thankful, and
watchful.

Our love to dear Mrs., C. and all
friends.

I am, &, J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXI.
e e 1 D —
Olney, April 5, 1766,

My Dear BroTiER,

WE could have fympathized with you
and Mrs. C. at any time, but elpecially at
the time when the cale has been {o lately
our own. I hope I may promifé never
to bow my knee before the Lord without
remembering you both, 'till I hear fhe 1s
better. I hope Jehovah will be Rophi,
her healer, as we have found him a healer
with us. May fhe be reftored foon, and
come to Olney to hear our birds fing,
and to tell us what the Lord has done for
her; that he has both healed her difeale
and pardoned her {in, and put a new
fong of praife in her mouth. I am glad,
however, to hear that you thought her
better : may the Lord confirm your

hopes ; then, when we are {pared to mect,
how



CHRRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 109

Lkow fhall each of us atteft, from our own
experience, that he is indeed a God that
heareth prayer.

What a mercy 1s 1t that all our con-
cerns are 1n fure bands! Not a hair of our
heads can fall to the ground, but by the
appointmeni- of Him who orders and
marfhalls the ftars, and calls them all by
their . names. Is ficknels the prefent
crofs ? It can come no {ooner, nor fall
heavier, than he bids 1t; and when his
end 1s anfwered, and his hour come to
give rehief, {icknels gives place at s
word. The cure becomes -eafy then,
even where it {eemed defperate before.
Let this comiort you, that Jefus is the
Phylician. I hope this ficknels is not
unto death, but for the glory of God and
your mutual comfort: that fhe will live
to praife the Lord, who drew ncar in the
day of diftrels, and that vou will be fel-
low-helpers of each other’s joy and edifi-
cation.

L. As
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As to myfelf, I could complain much.
The Lord gives me liberty in public fer-
vice, but in my own foul I feel lean, bur-
dened, and diftant. I clofed my le€tures
on 8th Rom. laft week, and laft Thurlday,
by way of epilogue to them, preached
from Fohn xil. 17. My texts on Good-
Friday were Heb. ix. 16. and Prov. x1. 15,
firflt claufe. Eafter, Lufe xxiv. g4. and
Matt. xvi. 26. '

Eafter-Monday being the fair-day, I
preached, in the evening, from Rev. iil, 20.
The texts are all worthy your attention, .
whether preached from or not, for which
reafon I mention them : to whrch let me
add one more, as a token for Mrs. C.
which I pray God fhe may find fulfilled
in her experience—Ifaiah xxxviii. 17.

It'is Saturday evening, and I have a
letter to write to Mr. B

r, before I
retire to pray for a blefling to-morrow on
you, on me, and on all who love the Lord
Jelus ; muft therefore add no more but our
beft love to you, Mrs. C. and all friends.
LETTER
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LETTER XXXII.

Olneyy April 19, 17066.

D:tarR BROTHER,

YOUR laft letter gave us much con-
cern; but, I hope, it {tirs us up to renew
our prayers for dear Mrs. C. 1 beg you
will favour us with a line by Saturday’s
poft ; and may the Lord grant that 1t may
contain 2 frefh teftimony of his goodneis
in anfwering prayer. I am glad to find
you feem compofed and refigned. Our
comforts are never fafer than when we
can fully truft the Lord to do with them,
and with us, as he fees fit. . He will nog
willingly or unneceflarily grieve his chil-
children, When his arm {eems lifted up
to firike them, how often does he put 1t
into their hearts to run towards him, and
humble themlelves before him, and thus
prevent the blow. May lis grace be

L 2 with
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with you both; then all fhall be well at
laft: but I pray, and would hope, like-
wife, that he will appear in this trouble,
and raile up dear Mrs. C. to be a hiving
witnefs of his love and grace, to your
great comiort.

My Lord D~~~th was again prevented
from coming to Olney ; but he favoured
1me witha very kind letter. I am to con-
tinue expetting him 'till I {fee him. Mrs.
Hinde and Tammy came fafe down laft
night, and I hope the Lord will favour us
with a happy time : We fhall remember
you and your’s, I hope, every time we
bow our knees in prayer.

Latt Sunday I had an opportunity of
preaching at a place about five miles off,
The church tolerably large, was much
crowded, {everal round the walls without
could not get in. 1 {uppole there were
‘more than eight hundred people, three
fourths of whom, perhaps, never heard
the Golpel in theirlives. 1 am topreach

again there the next Sunday evening.—
The
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The Lord grant that good may come of
it. I owe this opportunity not to favour,
but the Minifter died a few months ago:
the care of providing is in the widow.
Other Clergymen have ferved hitherto,

and at laft I was aiked, and gladly em-
braced it. '

We join in our beft love to you and

Mrs. C.—May the peace of God fill
your hearts.

. T am,
Your affettionate,
And obliged Brother,

]. N.

——

L3 - LETTER
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LETTER XXXIIL

W

Olney, April 22, 1760.

DrzArR BROTHER,

I HAD ratheryou {hould pay three-pence
extraordinary than not know how fin-
cerely rejoiced we were by the receipt of
your laft. We defire to thank the Lord
for his goodnefs to you and dear Mrs, C.
May he perfect what he has begun, and
bring her forth as gold frem the furnace,
refined, and meet for the Mafter’s ule I—
Ve fhall long to fee her amongfit us; and
as The has been brought {o low, I would
have her come and take the benefit of our
Olney air, as {oon as fhe conveniently can
travel. The meadows and bufhes will
very foon be compleatly drefied to re-

ceive her.
I thank you for your caution about
ever-preaching ; butI think an occafional
opportunity
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opportunity now and then is gladly to be
embraced,—of preaching the Golpel to
thofe who fit in darknefs, However I
can by no means confent to leave Olney
deftitute. I fuppole the door now open
will not be fo long, and, therefore, for
once or twice, I determine, in the Lord’s
{trength, to venture. ..

We find Mrs. H— a very agrecable
vifitant. I truft the Lord has begun a
good work in her of a truth, and hope
the will grow and fhine. Tammy, like-
wife, feems to turn out a good girl;
though volatile, yet I, hope fhe has fome
ferious thoughts at times, and I truft the
Lord, who has wonderfully led her under
the care of {o good a friend, will, in his
own due time, anfwer my prayers and de-
{ires concerning her, and draw her nearer
to him{elf.

Through mercy we go on pretty well,
though few new awakenings come to my

knowledge : We hope to be all in a body
to-night at Spitalfields., May the Lord

mect
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“meet with us, and incline our hearts to
unite in prayer for the beft bleffings for
each other.
I am affeaionately
Your obliged friend,
And fervant in the Lord,

]. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXI1V.

———— R L TV L Lt S I KA AP Py sictpuress

T

Olney, May 4, 1766,

Drar BroTrER,

WE have only time to love and thank
you for your letters, and all your favours.
I am already fhut out from the extraor-
dinary fervices for which I ftood engaged,
and I am afraid I fhall be {eldom in'dan-
ger of hurting myfelf by preaching out of
Olney. This makes me willing to catch
every occafion of making hay while the
fun fhines. I defire to blefs God that I
can preach at Olney, and f{ince the laft
repulie I hope I am aiming to et a higher
value upon my privilege than before. 1
think and hope I would not {ell my liberty
of the pulpit, for what even the world
might account a large efiate: for tho’
I am happy in many comforts, I truft the
chief thing for which I wifh to live, isto

proclaim
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proclaim the praife of the Grace that cal-
led me out of darknefs into his marvel-
lous light.

We thank God for dear Mrs, C——s
recovery. I hope the Efiex air will re-
pair her {ftrength: then let her come to
Olney, for (no offence to Effex) our air
1s very good ; and we have hitherto {ent
our company back well, who complained
when they came to us. I hope Mrs.
Hinde will tell you fhe found benefit by
it. The beginning of your letter raifed
our {pirits about dear Mr. & Mrs. B I
but they funk before we came to the bot-
tom. We thank.them for intending to
come; however, we are not willing to
take the will for the deed, but fhall wait
in hope, that the Lord will aftord, in the
belt time, the defirable opportunity.

We have the pleafure of Mr. Butcher’s
company : he fends his compliments.
We fhall, I hope, have a meeting in 1pi-
rit, Tuelday evening, with our dear
friends in Spitaifields, May the Lord

give
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give us to hear his voice, feel his power,
and tafte Lis love. My fubjefts were to-
day, Prov. ul. v. 11 & 12. and Plul. 1.
v.12 & 13. 1 commend the firlt to Mrs.
C. the other to you, or rather both to each,

I-expett another pulpit to be open' to
me (for once at lealt) in Whitfun.week,
at a place about eight mritesoff.  Pray for
me that I may be faithiul and ufeful. I
fuppofe it will be too ison to expeét you
down to accompany #e thither: but
hope you will make what hafte you can.

I have got a young lamb or two added
to my fold lately; one of ciem 1s il ly-
ing, as it were, within the woll’s paws,
but I truft the good Shegherd will not
{uffer him to tear her, Pray for her.
The Lord add to their number. Vhat
an encouragement is it to know that the
work is the Lord’s; and he will command
the blefling.—My dear fays I mulft leave
off, when I have mentioned my belt love
to you both and to all friends.

I am afteCtionately, ]J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXV.
——sasenesal RSN — - —

Olney, 7101? 3, 1760.

Ay Dear BrOTHER,

EXcufe my fending you this, which you
will haraly think worth poftage. We
hope we are now fatisfied that Mrs. C. is
well content to prolong her flay with us,
if you do not come to fetch her away
next Saturday, which we hope .you will
not. We will do our befl to make her
ealy : May the Lord make her flay profi-
table to her foul. 'We are all well. The
weather will not allow us to go to Ald-
winkle this week—perhaps we may next.

I have wrote two fuch long letters to
Mrs. H. and Mr. B. that eyes, pcn, and
ipirits all fail together.—Adiey, the Lord

K71

blefs you, prays arctilonately your's,

] N.

LETTER
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LETTER XXXVI.

H—-_—Wﬂ_—

Olicyy Fune 2.9, 1760,

DeEar BROTHER,

WJ E are very glad to hear that you and
Mr. O——d and Mrs. C. got f{afe to
town. We are now tolerably fixed 1in
our new houle, and 1t i1s to be conle-
crated this evening by our ufual prayer-
meeting. The old building 1s down, and -
the cellar almoft dug. Pray for us that
our hearts may be kept from cleaving to
the duft, or having our thoughts too
much taken up with trifles. May we
never forget that we are ftrangers and
pilorims.  All boufes and places are
ncarly alike—all pleafant, when the Lord
fhines upon the heart, and none tolerable

to a foul that has tafted he is gracious,
without him.  We are now ready for the

rcccption of our friends as ufual.

M The
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The Wefl-Indian came fafe and found.
He 1s at prefent clofe prifoner in a tub of
falt and water. - We intend he fhall live
(af he pleafes) ‘tll to-morrow night, be.
canfe to-morrow is the fair-day, for all
the country to ftare at him, and then off
goes his head. You would be diverted
to lee with what amazement he 1s viewed.
Some admire him, fome are frightened—
fome fay itis a fith, fome think it is a
bird, but many {uppofe 1t to be an out-
landifh toad: Juft fo wile are the wile
men of the world——in judging of the true
believer.

We are now entered upon a new {ab-
bath—My heart has been with you. May
the Lord blels the provifions of his houfe
this dajx; and may your foul and mine
~ thrive in the fat paftures of his love.
My dear and I fend our beft love and
thanks to your dear and you. Farewell.

Your's aftettionately, J- N.

The day 1s half over. I have juft

preached from 7ob ii. v. 6. May the
Lord
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Lord preferve us from the power of Sa-
tan, or bring us fafely through.

LETTER XXXVII,

Olney, Fuly 3, 1760,

Drar BROTHER,

ENclofed you have a pacquet for Mr.
M—n, which I beg you to deliver. Mr.
Catlett propofes calling on you, and will
tell you that we are, through the mercy
of God, in health and peace. We fhall
be glad to fee you in our new houfe.
The works at the Vicarage are begun,
and, if it pleafe God to favour us with
good weather, would proceed a-pace.
Indeed, we have nced to pray for wea-
ther, not for our concern, which 1s
trifling, but on account of the country,
that the hay may be gathered in and the
corn forwarded: we have hardly feen
the {un for a week paft.

Me On
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On Tuefday evening we attended in a
body to hear Mr. G———n, of R 1.
I was willing to do every thing in my
power to remove his prejudices (if he has
any) againft us; and the greateft com-

pliment I can pay any one, 1s to {ufpend
cur meeiing when 1t interferes with their
preaching. Befides this, I met him to
breakfalt at a friend’s next morning : it
came to.my turn to pray, which gave me
an opportunity to exprefs my good wifhes
for him. Monday evening being fair-
aight, I preached from Prov. xxlil. v. 23.
“ Buy the truth and fell 1t not.™ 1
thought I had liberty : we had a tolerable
congregation : the Lord give his blefling.
To-day I begin again to meet my dear
children, a fervice which partly through
necellary hindrances, and partly through
temptation, &c. on my part, has been too
tong interrupted. I find it is not {afe to
defilt or ﬂtop fhort in a good work, for
the enemy will (v various ways to pre-
it, The Lord make
me

vt our I‘Lh rn

)
C."l
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me wife, and watchful, to withftand and
overcome all his devices.

The poor woman who has been fo
long ill, whom Mrs. C. went to fee, was
taken to a better world laft Monday.—I
truft the will ftand at the Great Day a
monument of rich grace, and of ‘the
Lord’s particular goodnefs to unworthy
me. She was a dark, wicked creature
when I came to Olney, and fome time af-
terwards.

May we all meet there to rejoice in the

joy of his people. Farewell. Pray for
us, as we for you.

M 3 LETTER
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LETTER XXXVIII.

-—_—W

Olney, Fuly 22, 1766.

Dzair BROTHER,

WE thank you for the falmon, which
came well down, and proves very good.
We were concerned to hear that Mrs. C.
had a touch of the fever, but hope (as
your laft fays nothing to the contrary)
fhe is quite well again. If not, try an
approved remedy ; fend.her back to Ol-
ney.—Your information about Mr. Whi-
taker came but juft in time. I hope the
next time they appoint will be certainly
kept; for it is very difagreeable to give
notice and raife people’s expettations for
nothing. Therefore do not let us hear
of it, ‘till you are morally fure of its taking

place.
I can now tell you that my dear Is
groaning with a great pain in her face,
and
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and I am {ometimes groaning to fee her. -
How many things are thele frail bodies
{ubjeft to! But as it 1s not a threatening

diforder, I hope we fhall both be enabled
to bear i1t with compofure. May the
Lord [an&hify ficknels and pain, to quicken
our defires and meectnefs for that better
world, when pain fhall be no more.

I hope you will find time to come down
again, and take a lodging in our prelent
habitation. The new building at the Vi-
carage 1s going on, and we hope to have
all the maltons’ work completed before
winter ; but we fhall not be able to return
‘till Lady-Day at{ooneft, perhaps not 'till
Midfummer. Is not this too far forward
for fuch. frail creatures to look to ? Blel-
fcd 'be ‘God for the hope of better and
unchangeable manfions.——We add no
more but our beft love to Mrs, C. and re-
membrance to all friends, efpec1al]y thoIe
whom you fee on a Tuefday evenmg at
Spitalfields. I am affe&lonate]y, ESe.

JN.
LETTER
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LETTER XXXIX.
N

Oluey, Fuly 26, 1766,

Dear BroTHER,

WE are much difappointed at not
having {een you and Mrs. C. yet, efpe-
cially as vou have lately been ill. What
more likely means to confirm your health
than to change the fmoke of London for
good wholefome country air ? And I hope
you have a good opinion of the air at
Olney. -

"I hope you find affliftion fanlified:
let notthe firong man truft inhis ftrength. -
A little illnefs you fee makes a dif-
ference. Let not a living man depent
upon life ; for what 1s life but a vapour,
which continueth a little while, and then
vaniftheth away ! But let us glory and
truft in Jefus—His ftrength never fals—
His years have no end.

I have:
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I have been preaching to-day from
Fofkua iv. v. 10, 11. and 1 Kngs Xvil
v. 7. O how valuable is an intereft in
Him, who is an abiding {pring when
cevery {tream fails, and who can dry up
Jordan at the very time when it over-
flows its banks, and make a fafe and plea-
fant paffage through the {wellings of the
black river—Death ! I hope you found
the value of his precious name, when,
your late ficknels gave you a {eniible
proof of the vanity of every thing elfe.

We reached the wicket-gate laft Tuef-
day, and fhall perhaps ftay there a fort-
night, There is fuch a fulnels and
depth 1n the Pilgrim’s Progrefs, that a
[mall portion of it affords a {ufficient text
for an evening; and I lee more in 1t

now [ come to examince 1t clolely, than I
ever oblerved before, though I have read
it {o often that I have 1t in 2 manner by

heart,
We have fet up a new meeting on Fri-
day evenings, in which my fheep and
lambs
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lambs are to be divided into {mall flocks
of eight or ten, or twelve at a time, for
converiation, fo that their turns will come
round about once in {ix weeks., Pray for
" us that we may be healthy and thriving,
and that the wolf may be kept from the
fold, I have about twenty lambs, every
one of which is worth more than all the
cattle that will be in Smithfield thele {e-
ven years,

With our dear love to you both, wifh-

ing you all the bleflings of the New Co-
venant, I remain

Affettionately your’s, .
| J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XL.

’-—W

g
Olney, Fuly 26, 1766.

My Dear BROTHER,

I Seldom chufe to let Semples go without

a line; nor will I now, though I have
little to offer. Indeced, we fhould never
be weary of writing and reading about
Jefus: if his name founds warm to your

heart, you may call this a good letter,
though I fhould not add a word more.

How. faft the weeks return—we are

again upon the eve of a fabbath. May
the Lord give us much of his own {pirit

on his own day. 1 truft I have a remems
brance -in your prayers, 1 need them
much-—my ferviceis great, It1is, indeed,
no fmall thing to ftand between God and
the people—to divide the word of truth
anight—to give every one their portion—
to withftand the counter tides of oppoli-

tion
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tion and popularity—and to prels thole
truths upon others, the power of which
I, at times, feel {o little of in my own
foul. A cold, corrupt heart is uncom-
fortable company in the pulpit.  Yet in
the midft of all my fears and unworthi-
nels, I am enabled-to cleave to the pro-
mile, and to rely on the power of the
Great Redcemer. I know I am engaged
in the caule againit which the gates of
Hell cannot prevail. If He died and
rofe again, if. He ever lives to make inter-
cefiion;,—there muft be fafety under the
inadow of his wings: there would I lic.
In his pame I would lift up my banner,
in his firength I would go forth, do what
be cnables me, then wke fhame to mylelt
that T can do no better, and put my hand
upon my mouih, contelling that I am anlt
and aﬂm,‘ lefs than the leaﬁ of all his

mercies. |
I fuppole you will get this before your
next meeting at Mr. Welt’'s: my heart
will be with you tucre, and I and my dear:
friends
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friends attempting to pray for you all.—
May that little meeting be as a garden
planted and watered by the Lord: may
great grace be with your dear Minifter,
and with all the members: and may you .
and dear Mrs. €. grow up as plants of
renown, and find every ordinance, oppor-
tunity,” and providence fanfified to the
good of your {oul.
Your’s, &¢.

J. N

N LETTER
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LETTER XLI.

-_‘m

Olneyy, Oct. 12, 1766.
My Dear BroTHER,

I MET my dear at Newport, and we
came {afe home to tea. How gracious is
the Lord! Several whom fhe left well
have died ‘in her abfence ; yet we are
preferved in peéace, and enriched with
comiorts on every fide. We return our
joint thanks to you and Mrs. C. and all
our dear friends, for their great kindnefs.
- I'have not wrote to you lately, becaule
you had one with you who could tell you
much of my mind. I have had my
health perfefily, and all things have been
well with us abroad and at home—only
the common caufes of complaint, arfing
from a depraved nature, and the workings
of indwelling fin. I wilh I was more
humbled for them, and watchful againit

them,
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them. I trult I do, in fome meafure,
know what manner of perfons the Lord’s
redeemed ought to be, and I hope {in-
cerely to be growing and prefling for-
ward; but, indeed, I am not what I would
be or fhould be. I would be thanktul;
few have more evident caufes: I would be
humble; none can have greater reafon:
I would be more fpiritual-minded, for
even my experience tells me, all below is
vanity ; and. furely my lot is peculiarly
favoured, for the Lord has wonderfully
prevented and exceeded my wilhes on
every hand: But without the light of his

countenance all is faint and taftelefs.
Bleffed be God for the news of a better

world, where there will be no {in, change,
or defett, for ever. And let us praife him,
likewile, that he has appointed means of
grace and feafons of refrelhment here be-
low, for a throne of grace, a precious
bible, and returning ordinances: thefe
are valuable privileges, and {o they ap-
pear to us when our hearts are in a lively

N 2 frame.
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frame, Then every thing appears little
and worthlefs, in comparion of commu-
nion with God. O for a coal of fire
irom the heavenly altar to warm our
frozen {pints—O for a tafte of love, and
a glimpfe of glory, that we might mount
up as with eagle’s wings! Let us pray
ior each other.

Sunday morning.—I am unwilling to
fend the paper half empty, therefore
would fcribble fomething. Mrs. N. came
home well, but was yefterday morning
feized with a complaint that has proved
rather violent, and made her weak ; but I
now hope it will go favourably off, and
perhaps prove a means of preventing
fomething worfe ; but it will confine her
from public worfhip to-day. It is a com-
fort, under all changes, to be enabled to
look to covenant love and fpecial grace.
The Lord has promiled to diredt, mode-
rate, fandlify, and relieve every trial of
every kind. T long to have a more en-
tire {ubmiffion to lis will, and a more

tedfaft
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ftedfaft confidence in his word—to trult
him and wait on him—to {ee his hand and
praife his name in every circumitance of
life, great and {mall. The more of this
fpirit, the more heaven is begun upon
carth. And whby fhould we not truft
Hin at all times? Which part of our paft
experience can charge Him with unfaith-
fulnefs ? Has he not done all things well ?
And 1s he not the fame yelterday, to-day
and forever ?~—0O my foul, wait thou on-
ly upon Him. And may this be the defire
and attainment of you and dear Mrs. C.

The bells are juit beginning to call me
to church. Lord, meet us there, and
pour forth thy good Spirit on all my fel-
low-labourers and fellow-worfhippers :—
May you and your’s tafte to-day that he
1s gracious.

Our beft love to you both, Remem-
ber us to all friends——time prefes.

I am, fincerely, |

LN,

2

' 3 LETTER
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LETTER XLIIL

e D A R vt e e

Olney, Of1. 19, 1760.

Drar Broruzg,

IReceived your letter, and thank you

for your intelligence. The Lord has
brought us through another {abbath. I
have been fometime (in a morning) on
I[a:ah xlii—to-day began the zth verle.
In the afterncon I fpoke a little of Sa-
tan’s trials, from 2 Cor. il.—14. The
good Lord keep us from his delufions:
he 1s always dangerous, but never more

{o than when he pleads for Gofpel doc-
trines in order to abufe them, and when
he tries-to pals his counterfeit humility,
zeal, and fanélity upon us for true gold.
No coiner can equal him for imitation:
Where Chrift has a church, he will have
a fynagogue : where the Spirit produces
any graces, he, like the magicians ot

Egypts
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Egypt, will do lomething as like it, and
yet as unlike it as poffible.. He has a
fomething that comes {o near the Golpel,
that it is called by St. Paul another Gol-
pel, and yet, in reality, it is no Golpel at
all. He deals much in balf convittions
and almoft Chrittians, but does not like

thorough work. He will let people talk
about grace as much as they pleafe, and

commend them forit, provided talking

will fatisfy them. They may be zealous
either for the blood, or the water, or the

Spirit, which they themfelves chufe, pro-
vided they will be content with one, to
the negleét of the other two. He will
preach free grace when he finds people
willing to receive the notion, as an ex-
cufe and a cloak for idlenels. But let
him look and talk as he lift, he is Satan
ftill; and thofe who are experienced and
watchful may' dilcern his cloven foot
hanging below his fine garment of light.
And he 1s never more a Devil than when
he looks moft like an Angel,  Let us be-

Warc



140 CHR1ST1AN CORRESPONDENT,

ware of him, for many wife have been
deceived, and many flrong have been

call down by him. Let us continually

apply to Him who 1s able to keep us from
falling, and to prefent us fpotlefs in the
end.

I remain, I,

]. N.

LETTER
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LETTER XLII,

November 2.3, i766.

My Dear BroTHER,

YOUR laft led me to hope I {hould {ee
you this pait week : I fhall now continue
looking for you ’till you come. Your
laft letter I have not at hand at .prefent ;
therefore cannot touch every particular.
We were glad to hear of your weliare
and Mrs. C.—May the Lord continue it,
if it be his good pleafure : but efpecially
may he gracioufly {antlify every comfort
and every crofs to you and to us: me-
thinks this fhould be our chief defire—~it
will little {ignify hereafter, what were
the means by which the Lord was pleafed
to do us good. In general, we may ex-
pett a mixture of each. Old Bifhop
Cooper compares the life of a Chriftian to
a piece of cloth——the long threads reach-

ing
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ing from the cradle to the grave, arc all
trouble and {orrow from end to end ; but
then the whole fpace is filled up, and in-
terwoven with innumerable mercies. 1
think it is a good comparifon; for what
moment of our lives 1s not attended with
bleflings and favours beyond our power,
either to count or value ? efpecially it is
{o with you and me, and our’s, for even in
what we call our times of trial and afflic-
tién, we are furrounded with numberlels
mercies, which thoufands of our fellow-
creatures are {trangers to.

The Lord has brought us comfortably
through another fabbath—thus Eternity
draws near us by weekly firides. Itisa
mercy to be able to think how falt time
wears away, without being alarmed. In-
deed, if we belong to [efus, we need not
wifhtime moved flower; for can we be with
our Beloved, or be like him too {oon?
Yet the flefh is cowardly, and there is
{omething yet remaining in our hearts
that cleaves to the duft—otherwife nothing

would
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would make this life defirable, or even to-
lerable to a believer, but for opportunities
of glorifying God, and promoting the
good of precious fouls. Well, fince we
. know we eannot live long, may the Lord
enable us at length to begin to live to
purpofe.

My texts to-day were Fer. xxiii. 6."and
Numb. xxiii. 19. They are both fweet
fubjetts, and go well together—-the
righteou{nefs of Chrift and the faithfulnefs
of God; if thefe are on our fide, then
come what will, all fhall be well.

J.N.

CLETTER
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LETTER XLIV.

ety s ——

Oluey, Dec, 4, 1766,
Drar BroTHER,

I THANK you for your laft, and for
your intention to {eeus next week. We
‘are heartily glad to hear that Mrs. C. 1s
better. I hope we fhall continue to pray
that all your trials may be fanftihed,. We
defit from the means when our end is
anfwered, and fo does the Lord. He
{fends aftlittions to humble and prove us,
to quicken us in prayer, and to fit us for
praife : and when they have had thefe ef-
fefts, be commands deliverance—yea, io
tender is he, and compaflionate to our
weaknels, that he often removes the crofs
before our hearts are duly humbled by it ;
and he feldom fends his heavier difpenfa-
tions ’till he has tried lighter, and they

have proved (through our ftubbornefs)
ineflc€tual,



CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT, 145

inefle@ual.  Then, indeed, be will add to
them both in number-and weight, till he
has accomplifhed his defign, and done us

good in {pite of ourfelves.

We have had a deal of preaching at
Olney thele two weeks paft: indeed I
never faw a place fo much favoured in

that refpett; enjoying, befides the ftated
ordinances, fuch a variety of occafional

helps. O that there were an heart in the

people, and in me alfo, to improve thele
privileges |

F
Your's, &,

]. N.

O LETTER



140 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT, .

LETTER XLV.

e R RS A — et

December 18, 1 766.

Dear BroTHER,

I THOUGHT of you yefterday about
four o’clock, hope you and our friends
had a comfortable meeting, and that you
found Mrs. C. well. I have little to fay,
as we {o lately parted; only that we love
you, and wifh you both much proiperity
in the name of the Lord. Let us follow
~ on to know him; he has greater things to
fhew us than we have ever yet {feen—
heighths and depths, and lengths and -
breadths of love, pafling knowledge. We
are as yet but entered upon the A B C of
Chriftianity ; we are mere horn-book be-
lievers, and, like young {cholars, we think
we know a great deal, becaule we are 1g-
norant of what remains to be learnt.

Yours, {Jc. J. N.
LETTER
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LETTER XLVI,

e epssmmyesetry P e e

Olneyy Fan. 15, 1767.

My Dear BrotHER,

YOU were kind to fend me the texts
you heard from in the late holidays ;—
mine were, Chritmas morning, Luke
il. 14.~evening, Gal. iv. 4 and 5.—New-
Year’s morning, Deul. 11. 7.—and my an-
niverfary fermon to the young people
from Amos v. 14. O that I may be able
to inform you that it was a time of love to
fome poor foul.

I was much alarmed and concerned
laft night at an intimation from Mr. T.
that the ftock of corn in your metropolis
was nearly expended. I think I never
was more f{enfibly ftruck with any news;
and, indeed, I never heard any of fuch
vaft importance. My thoughts were fil-
led with the diftreffes of the poor, and

O 2 not
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not the poor only. But I was fomething
compofed by Fonsk iv. 11. and by recol-
letung that in our great city, the Lord
not only looks upon the whole with the
compaifions of his common providence,
Luke vi. 35. but upon many (I hope
thoulands as his dear children in Jefus,
to whom he has given that precious key
of prayer which will. open every lock:
And, therefore, though we had a very
heavy {now laft night, I went to bed with
good hope that the Lord would very foon
caufe the weather to change, and thereby
reltore the communications with London.
My hopes are {o far anfwered, I found
the froft broke when I awoke in the
morning, and we aré now favoured with
a general thaw. Indeed times are very
hard at Olney, and the poor fuffer much,
for they are exccedingly numerous ; but 1
hope we are 1n no aanger of an abiolute
dearth, I swiih we may all lcarn to be
more thankful to our gracious Provider,
and more lenfible of his hand and good-
nels
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nefs in every morfel of bread we eat.
How {oon could he ftarve us, and how
juftly have we delerved 1.

1 am glad to hear that the Scripture
cards are done. I can put off as many
as you pleale at the Golpel rate—Ifarat
Iv. 1. butin the way of fale I fuppofe two
or three dozen packs will be as many as
I can difpole of for fome time. I thould
hope the {ermons are by this time pub-
lifhed, or at leaft that the books ordered
for prefents are fent off: but Mr. John-
fon 1s as ftill as a moufe. It 1s time,
however, to beg of you -and of my dear
friends in your circuit, to-pray earneftly
that they may be attended with the blel-
fing and unfion of the Spirit of God, and
made of fome ufe to confirm the hearts ot
his people, and to open the eyes of fin-
ners. 1 have had fome favourable ac-
counts of two perfons within thefe few
weeks, but they are fuch as none would
have looked upon but the Lord. It is
well for them (as it was well for me)

O3 that
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that he keeps the difpenfation of grace in
his own hand. Had it been left to me
fo have cholen two out of the congrega-
tion, I certainly fhould not have chofen
them. One 1s a woman {ubjett to great
diforders in her head, which make her
not much better than what we call half-
witted : the other an old man, fome years
above leventy, and both as poor as La-
zarus. The old man I have not yet had
opportunity to Ipeak with; but I have
good hopes of the woman. Well, if they
and I get fafe to meet together in glory,
we may look and wonder at each other to
‘eternity.—Let who will cavil and dif
pute, 1 have good caufe to admire and
adore {overeign, diftinguithing Love, that
chules freety, and afls as far above our

thoughts and ways as the heavens are
higher than the earth. .

We thall be glad to hear from you, and
efpecially if you can tell me good news
refpecting the dearth; do not defer it a
fingle pait, for this concern lies with a

weight
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weight upon my mind. Laft Tuelday
night I fpoke from the cafe of Hagar
when fhe fat weeping over her empty
bottle, and talked of dying for thirit when
there was a well juft by her. Is not this
too- often the very cale with us? when
our ftock is fpent we are ready to defpond,
as though there were no treafury ap-
pointed for our relief, or we had no li-
berty to apply.
I am, your affettionate
And obliged,

J.N. |

LETTER
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LETTER XLVIL.

M—-—_W

Olney, fan. 29, 1767,

My DeAr BroTHER,

I THANK you for your remembrance
of our poor, which has been diftributed
according to your defire, where 1t was
much needed. Indeed, the times are
very hard, and call for all my compaflion
and affiftance. I truft we met laft Tuel-
day night. I fpoke from J/a. xl. 31. and
I hope we had a pleafant time. Indeed,
the Lord is often gracious to us in thefe
meetings.

The week before, in the height of the
fevere weather, 1 fpoke from Gen. ix. 14.
which the Lord has been gracioully
plealed to verity, by fending a defirable
change of weather. Thus in the midft of
judgment he remembers mercy. 1 hope
the people of London (efpecially his own

pec)ple)
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people) are mindful of his goodnels 1n
anfwering prayer, and- removing the
threatening apprehenfion of extreme dif-
trefs,- We had prodigious quantities of

ice, at the breaking of the froft, brought
down the river, which we were appre-

henfive would have deftroyed the bridge.
There was, however, little damage done
here ; but it carried away the flood-gates
of Mr. Perry's mill, and has reduced him
to the difagreeable fituation of a gentle-
man; for he will not be able to grind "till
the damage 1s repaired; and they fay it
cannot be attempted ’till towards May.
It is a crofs, and will probably be a lofs

to him; but I truft he {ees the Lord’s-
hand in it, and {ubmits without repining,.

We continue, through mercy, in good
health, and all things comfortable about
us: nothing worth complaining of, but
the body of fin and death, which cleaves
to us 1n all things. But, blefled be God,
there 1s a fountain opened where we may
wafh and be clean,'drink and be {atisfied.

May
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May the Lord give us all nearer accels to
himfelf by the blood of the Covenant, and
make us more {enfible of our privileges,
and more thankful for them.

We join in love to you and Mrs. C.
and all friends. Remember us earneltly
in your prayers, The Lord be with
you, and with

Your affetlionate
And obliged Brother,
J. N. .

LETTER
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LETTER XLVIIL
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Olney, Feb. 12, 1767,

My Dear BroTHER,

I Received your kind letters by Mr.
Semples, and yelterday by the poft. It
has been a time of fharp trial with us,
and, blefled be God, I truft it has been
likewife a time of much prayer: the Lord
has not fhut us out from his mercy-leat,
nor withheld a Ipirit ot {upplication:
therefore, I hope, He who has bid us and
enabled us to call upon him in the day of
trouble, will fulfill his promife, and give
us, atlength, occalion to glority him.

I thank you, and all our dear friends,
for your part and prayers In our concern.
Indeed, my views for fome days laft week
were very dark, and my diftrels exceed-
ng great; but, on Friday evening, the
Lord was plealed to fet me in fome mea-

{ure
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{fure at liberty. I am, or would be,
thankful for the interval that has been af-

forded for prayer, and the confideration
for the moft proper means: and now I
defire to be paflive, and leave the event
in his hands.

If after all that has paft I fhould. be
fixed on, I hope he will enable me to own
his hand, and to {ubmit to his appoint-
ment ; but when I look round me upon
my aear people, I am willing (ds the
thing 1s not yer finally determined) to.
pray and hope that he will dire& to {fome
expedient, at once, to fupply the open-
ing for Cottingham, and to gratity our
defire of continuing together. 1 know
the great Healer of breaches can provide
Olney with a better fhepherd, and fully
make up the lols of unworthy me. O
that 1t may be o 1f he takes me away:
but there is fuch a natural affeftion and
{nitablene{s between us, thro’ his blefling,
that will make a {eparation, however cir-

cumitanced,
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cumftanced, very painful on both fides, at
leaft for a feafon.

But if his fervice fhould call for this
{acrifice, I only pray that he would be
pleafed to give us fatisfattion that it 1s his
hand, and enable us to {fubmit. And for
this I rely on his word of promife, my
grace fhall be fufhicient for thee. My
part now 1s-only to-wait and pray, ’till he,
fhall be plealed to make his plealure
known. For the reft I may refer you to
what I wrote Mr. B—~—-r, which I {up-
pole you have feen.

Give our beft thanks to our dear friends
for their kind remembrance of us -on
Tuefday evening. I took 1t for granted
they would do {o. I hope it was a good
time with us. I fpoke from P/, xci. 14,
15. My aim now is, in all our exercifes,
to prepare and compofe our hearts for
whatever the Lord may be pleafed to ap-
point concerning us. With this view I
preached on Sunday evening from Ges.
xxil, v. 2, and P/ xlil. laft verfe.

P We
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We fympathize with you and dear
Mrs. C. in her afflittion. Hope _the
great and good Phyfician will fanftify and
heal both {oul and body: difeales are his
meflengers, and, when they have anfwered
his end, we may hope he will recall
them ; but on many accounts there is a

need be, that we fhould {fometimes be in
heavinefs for a fealon. O may we learn

to take up the crofs, and to kils the rod—
to look through all fecond caufes to Him
who appoints and over-rules, and, with-
out whofe permiffion, not a hair of our
heads fhall fall to the ground. I hope

fhe will yet praife him, and fing the {ong,
Pf. ciil. «“ Who forgiveth all thy fins, and
“ healeth all thy difeafes.”

We have given the cards a new name,
and not to be quite like the world: we
call them Packs of Promifes; I have
fold four fets, but I believe the fale will
be heavy ; for moft of our folks can hardly
find money for bread. I have juft drawn
one to fend you—it proves No. 4. Deut.

XXxil,
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xxxii. g, 10. I truft very applicable to
me, and I fuppofe you will {ee your own
name in it: He found me- in a walte,
howling wildernels, indeed—in the houfe
of bondage—the coaft of Guinea; and
wonderfully he has led me about from
place to place, taken care of me, and

done me good,in every change. Why,

then, thould I, why fhould any of us dif-
truft Him ? |

We join in our dear love to you both,

Pray earneftly for us—believe me to be
Your very affettionate

And obliged Servant and Brother, '
J. N.

Our wedding-day.—Seventeen years
married! How many who {et out with
us, or long after us, have been finally fe-
parated—how few who have fuch abun-

dant caufes to rejoice in the union. The
Lord make us thankful.

P3 LETTER
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ILETTER XLXI.

Helmfley, ddarch 12, 1767,

Alvy Dear BROTHER,

YOU will doubtlefs expett to hear from
me, and I promifed to write ; but I have
not much time. I came down, as you
know, to collett honey this fpring, to
carry home for a fort of winter’s ftock,—
The reafon, through mercy, 1s {uitable,
and here are fo many flowers, that I am
bufy from morning to night ; for I muft
make the moft of my opportunities while
they laft, left my people {hould find me a
meer drone upon my return. You will
expefl, perhaps, a large account of Helm.
fley ; but you muit wait ’till we are per-
mitted to meet, unlels you can guefs all
I mean, when I refer you to 1 Kings
X. 7.

I cannot



CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT. 161

I cannot yet fay how long I fhall ftay
here, but believe I fhall be at or near
Leeds by Saturday the 28th. Our head
quarters there will be at Mr. James
A——ge, at Hunflet, within a mile of
Leeds. If you fay it will fuit you to
meet us there then, we will make a: point
of keeping to that time. You wil} bave
time to let me hear from you, if you
write foon, direfted for me at the Rev.
Mr. Conyers’s, Helmfley. :

I beg you likewife to {end, by the
York waggon, fix of my Narratives,
bound, and fix packs of Promifes. Give
our dear love to Mrs, C. and may the
Lord be with you and your companions
in your intendegdjourney. |

Since I wrote the above, I learn that
Mr. V—n s gone to.Bath, and Mr. B—t.
to France, which will occalion fome alte-
ration in my {cheme; and I am net fure
that I can be 1n Leeds fo foon as I men-
tioned above, therefore muft give up the

P3 expetlation
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expettation of {eeing you 'till you return
from Scotland.

I hope we fhall be mindful of each
other ’till we meet. I pray that the Lord
may enable you to do and to receive
good in your tour, that you may be
guarded by his providence, and refrefhed
by his Spirit 1n every place.

I truft 1 have provided well for Olney
‘in my abfence by Mr. Powley. Heisa
very valuable young man; he loves the
people, and they him. May the Lord
blefs them together. I believe both you
and I have the privilege of a frequent
remembrance in their prayers, Help
ma to pray for them.

I am, (o
J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER L.

Olney, May 16, 1767,

Drar Brorueg,

I AM willing to inform you, that, thro"
the Lord’s goodnefs, we rcached Olney to
dinner thisday. ~We were favoured with
a fafe and pleafant journey after you
parted with us, and peace and fatisfattion
in every place—many kind friends, and
frequent opportunities of attempting a
word for the {ervice of precious fouls.—
The Lord pardon and {ucceed my poor
{ervices.

Notwithftanding all the pleafure we
found abroad, home 1s {till more plea-
fant ; 1t always was agreeable, and feems
doubly fo after fo long an abfence. I
have the happinefs to find all my dear
people alive, in health, and; I hope, 1n a
thriving {tate, and that they have {uffered

on.
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no lofs fince I have been away r we are
mutually and heartily glad to fee each
other once more, and I {teal a little time
to write that you may fhare in our fatis-
fattion.

In returning from Shropfhire we fpent
two nights at Warwick, the firlt time I
have been there fince my propofed fettle-
ment was over-ruled. There, hkewile,
we joyed and forrowed: the people
amongft whom my mouth was firlt open-
ed, and where I met fome {weet encou-
ragement on my entrance into the Miw
niftry, will always be dear to me—they
are at prefent but few—thole few are
lively and fteady : their Minilter-1s-about
leaving them.. May the Lord provide for
them. |

We expett Mr. and Mrs. C rs
down thé week after next, and that they
will ftay a week : when they are gone we
fhall be glad to have Mi. and Mrs. C.
{ucceed them as foon as convenient. We
long to fee you both: we left your chil-

dren.,
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dren and Mafter Weft well this morning
at Northampton. May the Lord blefs
them all, and give them to knowand love
their parents’ God.

I have not time for a long letter at pre-
fent, as I am jult come home, and have
not received half my vifitors: they are
coming one after another every half

hour, or oftener, to congratulate us on
our return,

We join in love to you both : may the
Lord be with us all to-morrow, and bring
us to his everlalting fabbath.

J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER LL

e e Pt
Olney, Sept. 27, 1767,
My Dear BroTHER,

THIS is the day the Lord hath made ;
may you and I, and all who lové his
name, rejoice and be glad init. I ifteal
a few minutes this morning to tell you
we are well, and have been praying for
you at the great houle.

Laft Sunday morning I begun to ex-
pound Samplon’s riddle, as applicable to
Jefus: to-day we are to have a fecond
part, and to fhew, as I am enabled, how
¢he Law, Satan, Affhiiions, and Death,
like fo many roaring lions, threaten to
devour his people, and how they, by his
power, get the viftory, and find food and

{weetnels in the carcales of every thing
that
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that feems to rife up againft them. O
that the Lord may give us to-day that
meat which the world knows nothing of]
and that honey, which, like the honey

Jonathan eat, enlightens the eyes of thole
who eat it.

We are very happy in the company
of our friends, who I told you were to

come from Huntingdon, and will dwell
with us ‘nil their own houfe is ready,
which will be fome time firft ; but rea
member, we can always find room for
you and Mrs. C. after we are fixed in the
Vicarage, which I hope will be about the
middle of Ottober. Tell dear Mr.
B~——r that I beg one hook out of his
ftudy towards furnifhing my new den.
His name muft be in it, and I leave the
choice entirely to him: I make the fame
requedt to you and to Mr. Weft ; whatever
you pleafe to pitch upon; for 1 doubt
not but you will, without my telling you,
give the preference to thofe books that
can fay fomething to me about Jefus, or

give
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give me fome directions towards ftirring
me up to faith and communion with hin.

I received Mr. M ss anfwer to
K——— yelterday: I read it ‘with great
pleaflure, and hope it will prove fatisfac-
tory. Tome, I mult confefls it is fo.—
May the Lord over-rule the affair, for
good, and filence the clamours of thole

who feek every occafion to difturb and

flander the Minifters of Chrift. I defire
to watch and pray, that while I am con-
cerned for the wrongnefs of {pirit I {ee in
others, I may not catch {omething of 1t
mylelt; but ever write, aét, and {peak
under a deep {enfe of my vilenels, unpro-
fitablenefs, and ingratitude in the fight of
the Lord. O 1t isa bleffed privilege to
be humbled before him ; and, if we have
a right Tenfe of our own fins, we {hall {el-
domwn be at leifure to caft a ftone at others.

Believe me,
Your obliged, &,
J- N.

-

LETTER
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LETTER LIL

Olney, jfzdy 7, 1768,

Dear BroTHER,

I HOPE foon to fend you a longer lct-
ter, at prefent muft intrcat your patience.
My, T——d, of Pufcy, has been with me
three days, gocs off to-morrow for Ald-
winkle : he is a ready, lively, humble

_man, beyond all my conceptions of him.
I preached this morning : he is to bear

his teftimony afternoon and evening.—
We expett the whole country in to hear

him. The lord elve us cars and hearts
to underftand. .

As to the compliment paid me by the
Chriftian Magazine, as I believe their
difpleafure 15 owing w0 the teftimony 1
have horne te Scripture docliine, 1 ac-

Q count
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count fuch contempt my honour, and,
with {ubmiffion t6 my friends’ judgment,
I think I thould be poorly employed
to fpend an hour in the vindication of
dear {elf.

Our dear love to Mrs. C.-—We
Thall be heartily glad to fee you both

here.
I am your obliged,

JN.

LETTER
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LETTER LIIL.

W

Olney, dpril 1,1760.

My Dear BrorHueR,

IHAD a fafe and pleafant journey to
Kettering, found Mr. M——k much re-
covered : however I took occafion, from
his ficknefs, to preach amongft them from
- Fohnm xi1. 35. Sally Perry was buried at
Lavendon. Mr. P. applied for liberty
for me to preach her funeral fermon,
which the Minifter refufed, and would
preach one himfelf, though undefired,
and, indeed, though defired not. Butas
he thought the family, and fome others
who hear me, would be there, he {eized
the occafton to talk away againft enthu-
ftaim, &c. He chole Rom. viii. 16. for
his text, though it little {uited his pur-
- pole; for he (aimed to prove that none
could know their fins were forgiven in
Q2 this
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this life, and that it was prefumption to
expeft it.  Laft Lord’s Day, in the after-
noon, 1 borrowed his text, and endea-
voured to {fhew (though without naming
names) the falfity of his affertions.

On Thurlday evening I preached a
funeral fermon for her from 7ob xxxiii.
23, 24. which paffage I hope and believe
was remarkably verified in her cale. . 1
have been pretty tull handed in preaching
of late. I truft the Lord was gracioully
with us in molt or all the opportunities.
We are going to remove our ‘prayer-
meeting to the great room in the great
houfe, which I know not if you have
feen. We propoled to open it next
Tucfday evening ; but if the preient very
fharp weather continues, we may perhaps
defer it a week longer.- It 1s a noble
place, with a parlour behind it, and holds
one bundred and thirty people conve-
niently. Pray for us that the Lord may
be in the midft of us there, and that as he
has now given us a Rehaboth, and has

made
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made room for us, fo that he may be
pleafed to add to our numbers, and make
us fruitful in the land. Surely there is
nced of a fpirit of prayer to dilperfe the
clouds, which feem to be gathering around
us. Every newfpaper brings us fad
tidings from your great city, but I hope
there will be mercy aftorded for the fake
of the Lord's remnant. O that all who
know his name may be found crying day
and night before him, that iniquity may
not be our ruin! Then at leaft we fhall
have a mark fet upon us, and find favour
for ourfelves if the fentence fhould be

sone forth. | |
Saturday evening is returned again.
How quick the time flies! O that we
may have grace to number our days, and
to begin to view the things of this
world, in that light which’ they will,
doubtlefs, appear in when we. are upon
the point of leaving them. How many
things, which are too apt to appear im-
portant now, and to engrofs too much of
1 Q3 our
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our time, and thoughts, and ftrength, will
then be acknowledged as vain and trivial
as the imperfe&t recolleftion of a morning
dream. The Lord help us to judge now
-as we thall judge then, that all things on
this fide the grave are of no real value
turther than they are improved in {ubfer-
vience to the will and glory of Gad, and
that an hour’s enjoyment of the light of
his countenance 1s worth more than the
wealth of the Indies and the power of
Kings. How often are we, like Martha,
cumbered about many things, though we

fay, and (I hope) at the bottom believe,
that one thing alone 1s needful. The

Lord give us a believing, humble, Ipiri-
ritual frame of mind, and make it our
earneft defire and prayer, that we may be
more like the angels of Ged, who are al-
ways employed, and always happy, 1n
doing his will and beholding his glory.
The reftewe may be content to leave to
thofe who are ftrangers to the love of Je-
fus and the foretaftes of Heaven.

1 have
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I have been attempting to“pray that
you and our friends in London may, to-
gether with us, behold the King in his
beauty to-morrow—that we may, like
David, be fatisfied in our fouls as with
marrow and fatnefs, and feel {omething
of what Thomas felt, when he put his
finger upon the print of his nails, and
cried out with tranfport, My Lord and
my God!

With our dear love to Mrs, C. and all
friends, I remain, ¢,

1. N.

LETTER
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LETTER LIV,
et s .
Olizey, 7:::15 I3, 1769.

Dear BROTHER,

IAM forry your -recovery advances {o
flowly—But 1t is the Lord. Afflittions
fhall ceafe, when his end in them 1s an-
fwered ; till then we ought not to wifh it.
I have you and your weltare much at
heart, and hope I fhall not ceafe making
mention of you in my prayers. If the
fruit of all 1s to take away fin, and to fhew
us more of the power of God and his
faithfulnels to his promifes, we fhall have
reafon to rejoice for all our tribulations.

M. s indifcretions have given
us much concern. What between the
corruption of the heart, and the fub-
tlety of Satan, there is ftrange work
amongft profeflors, yea, amongft believers.
It is well that their fhepherd is God and

noe:
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not man ; for, if his compailions were-not
infinite, and bis power almighty, they
would weary him out.. But Jelus knows
their frame; and though he will find a
way to humble and foften them, and will
make them {mart for their. follies, he will
fill confider they are but duft—He will
vifit their tranfgreflions with a rod, but
his loving-kindnefls he will not utterly
take from them, nor {uffer his faithful-
nels to fail, "

We have had many deaths lately, but
our ferious people are all fpared flill,
and, in general, hearty. Indeed, thisis

a great mercy to me, for I can hardly
tell how to think of parting with any of

them ;—hope before they are removed,
the Lord will call others to {upply their
places. | |

Through mercy I continue well, and
am {trong again as before ! with I could
fay that I am more thankful, {piritual,
and humble, than before I was fick s

however,
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however, Itruft, the Lord has the pof-
feflion of my heart, and that my defire is
toward him; and,.through Chrift Jefus,

my Lord, I hope for viftory over fin
and unbelief.
Pray for us, and believe me
Aftettionately your's, .
J. N.

LETTER
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LETTER LV,
«————w—-—-ﬂr

Olney, May 18, 1769,

My DeAr BROTHER,

LITTLE has happened fince my lafi,

I hoped to hear from you by this poft ;

long to know that you are getting better.

Throngh mercy we are all well, I have

been endeavouring to lay the right foun-
dation to-day from Ifz. xxviii. 16. The

Lord grant that we, and all whom we
love, may effetually build upon it, and
renounce every other. 1 have {eldom,
much relith for writing after preaching,
yet love to fend a line. You were re-
membered at our Bethel to-night: bear
us and our’s upon your heart before the
Lord.—We f{end much love to dear
Mrs. C. Good night. The Lord be
with you, prays

Your aftetiionate and obliged, J. N.
LETTER
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LETTER LVI.

EEEE——— ey

Oluey, Fuly 13, 1700,

My Dear BroTHER,

/

AS you ufed to write fo frequently, and
I- have not yet had an an{wer to mine ot

the 2d, we are afraid that you are not well
again——1I therefore {fend this fecond letter
to enquire after you : for you may be af-

{ured that our hearts are much concerned _

in your wellare. I hope the next poit
will relieve our fufpence, and that you
will be able to inform us, that however
the Lord 1s plealed to chalten you, . he
lets you fec that it is for your good.
There 15 {urely a need be for all we
fuffer: if we are not frequently put in
mind by the Lord of the truths we have
furely received, we are very prone to for-
get them, or, as the Apoftle exprelles it,

to let them {hip. |
Ior

T
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For this purpole he has appointed his
ordinances, that the great things he has -
taught us concerning the evil of fin, the
* iniquity of the human heart, and the myl-
teries of his redeeming love m Chniff,
may be brought home upon our {pirits,
and impreffed with frefh power: and to
the fame purpofe he direfls all his provi-
dential difpenfations. The events and
exercifes of every day are a perpetual
commentary upon what we read in his
Word, and ftrongly illuftrate the vanity
of the creature, our own infufficiency,
and the truth and fuitablenefs of his pre-
cious promifes. If we were to chufe for
ourfelves, or for each other, we fhould
~chufe an eafy path; our trials would be
very light, and {uch as being molt agree-
able to our own inclinations, would there-
fore be no trials at all : But wé are not
only unworthy to chufe our own lot, but
unikilful likewile ; we fee but alittle way
‘before us, and our enemies need wifh us
nothing worfc than to be left to the con-

Y,
PR

{fequences
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fequences of our own defires. Itis well
that the Lord vouchfafes to chufe for us :
when his hand 1s upon us, it is our duty,
1ft. to humble ourfelves before him, and
pray for a refigned will ; 2d. to fearch
our ways, and entreat him to dire€t our
enquiries, that we may know wherefore
he contends with us ; 3d. to continue pa-*

tiently pleading the promifes, and wait for
the blefling, the peaceful fruits of righte-

oufnefs, which he has promifed fhall grow
from our afflitions when we have been
duly exercifed thereby. I truft you have
many praying hearts engaged for you in
Olney. Hope to fece the day when you
will come and joln with us in praife to a
prayer hearing God.

Laft Sunday evening I preached a fu-
neral fermon from Pf. xxxix. lait verle.
We had a very full church, and the Lora
save me liberty. That text exprefles a
prayer which is (as we fay) every man’s
money. It fuits even belicvers—the befl
had neced to cry for farther fupplies of

arace,
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erace, {trength, and comfort, to prepare
us to meet a dying hour. Whatever we
meet with by the way, may 1t go well with -
us then, and it fhall be well for ever. O

that you - and I, and thofe we love belt,
may, like Simeon, rejoice in the Lord's
falvation when we are golng hence.

I am, ¢,

]. N.

Rz LETTER
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LETTER LVIL

Olnev, Auguft 32, 1769,
Dzar BroTtHEr, *

AS Mr. J-~——s 1s going to London, I

am willing to {end youa line by the op-

partunity, though I think you are a letter

in my debt. I have no news to offer

from Olney : we go on much as ufual,
and, through mercy, are in good health,

I itill feel myfelf burdened with indwel-
ing {in, and hope you do the fame ; I fay,
I hope fo, becaufe I am fure this is the
cale with us all, whether we feel it or
no *. But I hope, likewile, you feel the

comiort of drawing nigh to God by the
blood

* The reader may probably thinx this exprefiion repugnant to

the defign of Chrift's comirg into the werld, which we are told
¢ wzs to deftrey the works ¢f the Devil,”  Now fin and its con.
fegusnces are the works of Satan: the Auther’s humility, there
fore, must have cccaficned this {-em:ingly unguarded paffage; in-
dezd, the molt pious and holy men will ever havereafun to fay,

¢ Every moment, Lo:d, I need

¢ The mexit of thy Death.”
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blood of Jefus, for a renewed fenfe of
pardon from day to day. In.ourlelves
we are all darknefs, confufion, and mi-
fery ; but in Him there is a fufficiency of
~wifdom, grace, and peace fuited to all our
wants. May we ever behold his glory in
the glafs of the Galpel, 'till we are changed .
into the fame image from glory to glory
by the Spirit.

When fhall we fee you at Olney ? You
are ready to anfwer, “as foon as I can”;
and I believe it. I doubt not but you
are willing to come, and 1 hope the Lord
will give you opportunity, ere long, and
crown your viit with a blefling to us all.
It 1s now almoft a year {ince you was
here, and you are often enquired after
amonglt our people, and often prayed for :
I hope, however, you are upon the mend-
ing hand, that your {pirits and ftrength
are recruiting, and that you find grace
upon the revival. Make much of the
means—~hear, read, pray. Inthefe things
the Lord is found; and He who bids us

R 3 thus
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Ty

thus wait upon him; fays farther,—watch,
watch the heart, the tongue, the world :
we walk in the midft of {nares, dangers,
and temptations, and Satan is watching
always to gain advantages over us.

I have fcribbled a few lines in great
hafte : accept them in good part, and be-
lieve that I love you.——Pray for us.

I am, {incerely,
- N.

LETTER
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LETTER LVIIL

Olney, Sept. 7, 1769,

My Drar BROTUHER,

I WAS glad to receive your’s of the sth,
and to hear that your health and {pirits
aie on the recovery. I join my prayers
with your’s, that all your difpen{ations
may be fanctified ; and I truft it fhall be
fo. We fhall have caule to be thank-
ful for all our atilittions, it the Lord is
plealed to employ them as means to make
us more humble and broken-hearted, and
to wean our hearts from a vain world.
Dear Mr. M——n has met witha-heavy
ftroke indeed. He informed me of it by
letter., But the Lord 1s able, and will be
faithful, to give him ftrength according to
his trial : and I hope this alfo fhall work

for good, and yield the peaceful froits of
righteouinels to his foul.

Our



t88 CHRISTIAN CORRESPONDENT,

Our dear friend, Mr. Cowper, ¥ is at
Cambridge with his brother, who is ex-
tremely ill: the phyfician is not without.
apprehenfions for the event, nor is he
without hope that he may recover. But
we know a better Phyfician, who can heal
all manner of difeafes with a2 word. We
are making application to Him, and I hope
he will hear us. We defire all our pray-
ing friends to join with us in this behalf at
the throne of grace.

I wrote to Mr. Whitfield laft week but
have not had an anfwer : perhaps my let-
ter came when he was all 1 a hurry, and
upon the point of departure, May the
Lord go with him, and blefs him wherever
he isled.

‘When the time fhall come that you
can find opportunity to vifit Olney, we -
fhall be very glad to fee you. 'Till then

let us meet frequently in prayer before the

Lord.

* The Author of thefe Hymas ir the Olney ColicGtion pre-
fxcd with 2 G,
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Lord.—I am affeftionately for his fake,
- Your obliged Friend and Brother,

J. N.

W

LETTER LIX.
| Olney, Dec. g, 17690

Dear BROTHER, }

I AM trying to write, becaufe 1 fuppole
you expeét to hear from us.now and then,
otherwife I have little in view to offer.
We are much as ufual in all refpetls,
only our-friends talk of removing to their
own houfe to-day ; itlooks awkward, and
we feel fomehow as if they were going to
the Weft-Indies. 'We have lived fo long
together, that we cannot feparate without
fome reluftance. It is the Lord that
makes people of one mind in a houfe, and
I am {ure he has given us this mercy ;
{o that the longer and more intimate our

acquaintance has been, we have been the
more united : And though Satan has been

bufy
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buly enough with us in-other ways, 1 do
not know, or believe, that he was ever
fuftered to whifper the lealt thought to
either of us, that might occafion fhynefs
or difpleafure for a fingle moment, from
the firft day we faw. each other. 1 wifh
all Chniftian friendfhips were fo happy.
But alas, how often does the enemy find
opportunity to make thofe weary of each
ather who, upon a firft acquaintance,
feemed to be quite bappy in their con
neftion. Well, it will not be fo in Hea-.
ven—there perfe@ love will reign, and
all diforderly paffions, prejudices, and
miftakes fhall be fhut out for ever. May:
the Lord pour out his Spirit upon his
people, that they may make nearer ap-
proaches to the heavenly ftate while they
are yet upon earth. It will be fo, in pro-
portion as our hearts are impreffed with
the truths we profefs to believe. A {enle
of the Lord’s forgivenefs and forbearance
will teach us to forbear and forgive—nhis
love fhed abroad in the heart will break

down
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break down all the bars of bigotry, in-
tereft, and prejudice—his compaflion to-
wards us will difpole us to be compal-
fionate and kind, and a believing view of
the land that is afar off, where the King
reigns in his beauty, will wean our affec-

tions from the prefent evil world, and fix
them on invifibles.

I believe we thall finfh the Pilgrim’s
Progrels, if we are fpared to the laft Tuel-

day in the year. We dre to attend them
over the river next week. May the Lord
teach us all how to die—it will be a {o-
lemn and important moment ; but if Jelus
1s with us, we fhatl not fear. I begin to
put my friends in mind of praying for a
blefling to attend my annual fermon on
New-Year’s Day. I long to fee an en-
quiring {pirit. among the young people ;
but I think, in general, I fee much of the
contrary, which {ometimes affetts my
heart. I wifh it did more and oftencr,
that I might cry day and night for a blel-
fing to be poured down from on high, to

\

make
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. make the wildernefs a fruitful field,—
Alas! what will become of the pation,
unlefs the Lordis pleafled to raife up a
new fucceffion of witnefles to plead for it,

~when his people who are now living fhall
- be taken away ?~—Pray for us.

I am affe€lionately your’s, -

J. N

LETTER
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~ LETTER LX.

—m—-

Olney, Fan. 28, 1770.

My DeEar BrROTHER,

H Aving heard nothing of you lately, we
begin. to - be apprehenfive that you are
quite ill, and, therefore, though I feldom
write lctters on the Lord’s Day, I cannot
be fatisfied without gtving you a line to
beg that we may know {oon how you are;
and that if (which I hope will not be the
cale) you are not able yourlelf, dear
Mrs. C. will do us the favour of a letter.
Our people are now at the great houle,
where you are often remembered, and
where, I doubt not, you often endeavour
to meet them in {pirit.  This is our come
fort under all our tribulations, that we
have liberty of accefs, by the blood of
Jelus, to a throne of grace for our-
S felves
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felves and in behalf of each other: and
we have found, by repeated experience,
that it 1s good for us thus to draw near to
God. Letit encourage us to come again,
to come often, to call upon him as long
as we live; for though the wants ot his
people are innumerable, and their un-
worthinefs and ingratitude unipeakable,
yet he 1s never weary of dotng them good.
That Prayer may be more frequent and
fervent, is one reafon why he vifits them
with repeated afflittions. When we thus
hear from him, we are. conftrained and
ftirred up to let him hear fromus. 1 hope

you find it fo, if you are at prefent under
the rod.

May the Lord help you to believe and
remember that it is a Father’s rod, and

that, though he will chaftile his people for
their good, he will not forfake them ; tho’
he caufe grief, he will, in due time, ma-
nifeft his compaflion.

I pray that all your trials, whatever
they are, may be fanttified, and then I'am

{ure
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fure you will be fupported under them,
and obtain deliverance in the beft feafon.
You will not expeft a long letter from
me to-day—the bells begin to put me in
mind of what is before me, O may the
Lord meet us here to-day, and-all his
people, of every name, in his ordinances,
that we may go with large expefations,
hungering and thirfting for the bread and
water of life, and defirous of his chearing
prefence, that we may feel his power and
{ee his glory in the Santtuary.

I am,.{e.
J. N.

Se - LETTER
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LETTER LXI. .

_—'—m

Olneyy Feb. 22, 1770,

Dzar BroTHER,

I WAS prevented writing lait week, but

I do not forget you. 1 fympathize with
you for the continuance of your illnefs,
but hope it is fent in love, -and pray that
it may work for good ;—{o the ‘Lord has
promifed to his children. There 1sa need
be when they are in heavinefs: when af-
fliGtions are fanttified, and have anfwered
the end for which they were fent, they
ceafe of courfe. May the Lord fupport
and comfort you, and give you fweet
communion with himfelf.

I have little news to acquaint you
with ; things go on with us much as ufual,
and this is a great mercy in fuch a chang-
ing world, where fo many are {uffering

and
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and falling around us. It isavery fickly
time at Olney, and many have died ; but
our people are Ipared, and fuch of them as
have been ill are on the recovery.

Dear. Mr. Cowper 1s gone to Cam-
bridge—his brother 1s again dangeroufly
ill, and there are but little hopes of his
recovery. Such is the ftate of things
here below—every day brings its new
trials, and all the Lord’s people meet with
exercifes in their turn. |

Happy are they who have a way of ac-
cefs by Faith to a throne of grace, who
are interefted in the promifes of the Co-
venant, and have a right to afk and ex-
pett ftrength equal to their day.

" The Lord writes vanity upon every
thing below the fkies, and {ends a fuccef-
{ion of dilpenfations to remind us, that
this 1s not, cannot be our relt—ior it 1s
polluted.

I hope, if you are ftill confined, your

{olitary hours are refrefhed by the teach-
ing, comforting communications of his

good
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good Spirit, leading you to a humbling
furvey of yourfelf,- a delightful contem-
plation of the power and grace of Jefus,

and giving you a foretalte of the blefled-

nefs within the vail. All other things

are drofs and lofs in comparifon wuh‘
thefe. "

I fhall expelt to hear from you {oon,:
and thall be glad if you can inform us

that you are better, and that Mrs, C. 1s
well.

We bear you both upon our minds,
and remember you in our prayers: I truft
we have the {ame return from you. 1
would willingly engage the united and

unceafing prayers of my friends. I much
need them, and hope I greatly value

them. It often comforts me to think
that I am remembered by many at the
mercy-feat. But O what confolation to
reflet that we have a prevailing, righte-

ous, compallionate Advocate before the
throne, who ever liveth to make intercel-

fion






