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ADVERTISEMENT.

1HE preacker cannot publifh this Sermon
as an exaft copy of what be delivered from the pul-
pit.  Some interval paffed before he was defired 1o
print it.  His recolleliion is much impaired by age;
and be bad no notes to affiff it : dut the plan is the
Jame. He hopes and believes that none of the leading
[fentiments are omitted, and that the aaditions, if any,
are but few. As it 15, be commends the peryfal 1o
the candour of 1the m@’grr and the blefling of Almighty
God.
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A

SER M O N.

2 CORINTHIANS, V. 13, 14, I5.

Fory whether we be befide ourfelves, it is to God: or

whether we be fober, it is for your caufe. For,
the love of Chrift vonfiraineth us, becanfe we thus
Judge, that if one died for all, then were all deed :
and that be died for all, that they which live fhould
not benceforth live wunto themfelves, but unto bim
which died for them and rofe agan.

HE apoftles, and firlt preachers of the Gofpel
among the heathens, exhibited to them a phe-
nomenon perfeCtly new. The Greeks and Romans
had known perfons, among themielves; who bad
ftrenuoufly exerted their talents and athivity in the
purfuit of fame, power, or wealth; but they now
faw men no lefs indefatigable and perfevering in pro-
fecuting a defign which, far from procuring them
cither honour or profit, expofed them, wherever they
' A 3 went,
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went, to contempt, ftripes, imprifonment, and death.
Their profefled aim was to make others as happy as
them{elves in the pofleflion of an unfeen Good. For
the attainment of this end, they willingly gave up all
profpect of worldly advantage, though they were ge-
nerally treated with {corn and cruelty by the moft of
thofe whofe beft interefts they withed to ferve. This
was a difinterefted benevolence of which the philofo-
phers, the pretended friends of wifdom and virtue,
had no 1dea; nor were the means they employed bet-
ter underftood. They preached Jefus Chrift, and
him crucified!*  For, endeavouring to perfuade
their hearers to place their whole hope and dependence
upon one whom they had never feen, but who had
been publicly executed as a malefattor; and to affirm
that this Jefus, who died upon the crofs, was yet
alive ;1 that He, who could not fave himfelf from an
ignominious death, was the author of eternal falvation
to thofe who beheved on him; for thele ftrange af-
{eruions, they were pitied or defpifed, as vifionaries, by
thofe who did not revile them as hypocrites.  Thus
Feitus, who feemed to have a favourable opinion of
St. Paul’s integrity, when he heard him relate the
manner of his converfion, thought that no man, 1n
his fober fenfes, could talk fo; and therefore he {aid,

with a loud voice, Paul, thou art befide thylelf. 1
Butr his Lord and Mafter was treated thus before
him, and upon fimilar grounds.  His zeal for the ho-
nour of his Heavenly Father, and his compaffion for
the

d 1 CG]". ii- 2- "i‘ D-’Iﬂrk; :‘{Vi 31. I AEﬁS; XETL 2.1.-
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the {ouls of men, carried him f{o far, that we read,
his friends, that is, his relations according to the flefh,
and who really wifhed him well, {fought to lay hold of
him, and reftrain him; for, they faid, he is befide
himfelf.*

The Apoftle Paul was not mad; he fpoke the
words of truth and fobernefs ; he knew whom he had

believed ; he knew the worth of immortal fouls, and
the importance of eternity, He had once fiercely
oppoled the Gofpel, breathed out. threateningst and
flaughter againft the difciples, and, not content with the
mifchief he had done in Jerufalem, was haftening to
Damafcus to vex and wrong the believers there; but
he was arrefted 1n his journey by a light and a voice
from heaven ; he found himfelf in the power of that
Jelus whom he had perfecuted, and who  is pleafed to
confider all that 1s done, either for or againft his peo-
ple, as done to himfelf. The furious Paul, of Tar-
fus, was humbled, pardoned, and, in a few days,
commiflioned to preach that faith which he had fo
pertinacioufly laboured to defiroy. From that hour
renouncing all conne€tion with his former friends,
the chief priefts and council, and all expeQations
from them, renouncing likewife that righteoufnefs of
the law in which he before had boafted, he devoted
himfelf to the fervice of his Lord and Saviour and
of the caufe which he had oppofed. His ardour
was aftonifhing and exemplary. Unwearied by la-
bour, undifmayed by danger, unaffected by hardfhip

A 4 and

¥ Mark, 11, 21. + Afls, ix.
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and fuffering, but fupported and cheeréd by the pre-
fence of IHim whom he {erved, he preached the Gof-
pel 12 feafon and out of feafon, publicly and from
houfe to houfe, in Judea, 1 Afia, in Greece, in
Italy, and many other parts of the Roman empire.
For this zeal in feeking to promote the good of
others, of ftrangers, of enemies, at the expenfe of
all that was dear to himfelf as a man, he found, as he
expected, 1 almoft every place which he vifited, open
oppofitions, and fecret confpiracies againft his life :
he was fcourged by the Jews, beaten with rods by the
Romans, and confined in prifons and chains ; he was
likewife the marked objeét of gencral contempt;
the wile men of the times defpifed him as a babbler ;
he was deemed by many the filth of the world, and
the offscouring of all things ; many fad, Away with
{fuch a fellow from the earth,® it is not fit that he
fhould live!  But when, 1n defiance of all difcourage-
ments, he ftll prefied forward, as if he had done no-
thing, while any thing more remained to be done,
accounted the digrace he met with his honour, and

oloried 1n his chains,t we cannot wonder, if the
more moderate of his ovlervers, who. knew not his
principles, thought thar he was furely befide him-
i,

The only apology he faw fit to make 15 exprefied
in my text. The bulk of mankind 1n Chriftendom,
by whatever name they are diftinguifhed, pay httle
more regard to the Gofpel than the Jews or beathens

did

S, XZil, 22. + A&s, xxvilt zo.
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did in the apoftle’s days. The heart of man, in its
natural ftate, 1s the fame in all ages, devoid of either
talte or inclination for the things of God, till vifited
by power from on high. Faithful minifters are ftill
liable to be thought befide themlelves, by fome, for
the fubje@-matter of their difcourfes; by others, for
the importunity and freedom of their addreffes to the
coniciences of their hearers. We are, however, en-
couraged by St. Paul’s example, and we adopt his
apology: If we are befide ourfelves, 1t is to God. —
We fpeak in his name, and the meflage we deliver,
fo far as agreeable to the Scnpture, 1s from Him,
and to Him we are refponfible. If we are fober, if
we cxpoftulate and reafon with you in familiar lan-
ouage upon the uncertainty of life, the certainty of
death, and a future judgement, and other truths,
which none but infidels will venture to deny, it is for
your fakes.

The word Enthufialm 1s often ufed, by the {fame
perfon, in two very different {enfes. It is a term of
commendation when apphed to orators, poets, paint-

ers, or fculptors, and exprefles the energy of genius.
No one 1s expected to excel in the fine arts without
a portion of enthufiafm, and 1t 1s fuppofed eflential to
military prowefs. But it has quite another accepta-
tion 1n rchigious concerns, It a minifter of the Gof-
pel 1s warm and earneft, he is frequently {tigmatized
as an enthufiaft, thatis, as the impofers of the name
would bave it underftood, a perfon of a weak mind
and difordered judgement, 1if he be really fincere;
for,
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for, many are willing to fuppofe that his enthufiafin
is no more than a mafk or veil, affumed to cover the
artful views of a defigning hypocrite.

For myfelf, 1t 1s a fmall thing for me to be judged
by man’s judgement.* At my time of life, nearly
the clofe of my feventy-fifth year, it behoves me to
think it very poffible, yea, not improbable, that eve-
ry time I appear in the pulpit may be my laft; and,
when I look round upon this refpectable congrega-
tion, I doubtlefs fee fome perfons before me who will
never hear me again.  Perhaps we fhall meet no more
in this world ; but we fhall certainly meet before the
tribunal of the Great Judge, to whom all hearts are
open, all defires known, and from whom no fecrets
are hidden. Then 7 muft give an account of my mi-
niftry, and yez muft give an account of yourfelves to
God. Surely, if I believe what the Scripture teaches
of the evil of fin, the glory of the Saviour, the worth
of the foul, and the importance of eternity, you will
allow me to fpeak with the fame degree of emotion.
As this may be my laft opportunity, if there were
but one perfon amongft us, who has not yet attended
duly to thefe great {fubjeéts, I mult not let him depart
as he came; I mult warn him by the terrors of the
Lord ;1 [ mult befeech him by his tender mercies; I
am defirous to fave both my own foul and the fouls of
thofe that hear me.f, Whether I be befide mytelf, or
fober, it is for the caufe of God and for your fakes.
The love of Chrift conftraineth me.

We

*1Cor.v. oo+ 2Con v, 11 Romuxile 3. 11 Tim, v, 10.
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We may obferve from this paflage,

t{t, The grand leading motive of the apoftle’s con-
du@, The love of Chiift conftrains us.

odly, Two do&rines which virtually comprehend
the whole fubjelts of the Gofpel-Miniftry. 1. The
provifion which the mercy of God made for the reco-
very of fallen man, One died for all; whence he in-
fers, 2. Then were all dead.

3dly, The end he had in view, and which he
hoped and expelted to obtain, by infifting on thefe
truths wherever he went., That they which live
fhould not hencetorth live to themielves, but to Him
who died for them and rofe again.

I. The love of Chrift was the apoftle’s chief mo-
tive ; it conftrained him, cuweys ; bore him along like
a torrent, 1n defiance of labour, hardthip, and oppo-
fition. Many of us know the force of love in focial
life, and feel a readinefs to do, bear, or forbear,
much for thofe whom we greatly love. But there is
no love to be compared with the love of Chnft. He
is the brightnefs of the Father’s glory,* the exprels
image of his perfon, God mamfelt in the flefn; all
thines were created by him and for him; for, this
hich and lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity,} in the
fulnefs of time, affumed our nature into perfonal union
with himfelf, was born of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem thofe that were under the law,
that finners, believing 1n his name, might not only
efcape deferved condemnation, but might receive the

adopfion
# Heb, 1. 3. 1 Tim.iit. 16, ¢ Ifaiab, Ivii. 13,
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adoption of fons.* For this great purpofe, he emp-
tied himfelf; and, though in the form of God, he
appeared upon eaith in the form of a fervant, {ubmit-
ted to a ftate of poverty, reproach, and oppofition,
was defpifed and rejected of men, Jived a fuffering
life, and terminated his fufferings by a cruel and 1g-
nominious death; for, he became obedient unto
death, even the death of the crofs.t Therefore God
highly exalted his human nature, and has given him
a name above every name. The Lamb, once upon
the crofs, 1s now the Lamb upon the throne, poflefling
and cxercifing all power in heaven and-on earth.
Yet he 15 full mindful of thofe for whom he fuf-
fered; his heart 1s made of tendernefs; his bowels
melt with love; he appears in the prefence of God,
for them,T as their great high prieft, advocate, and
iterceffor. By his holy word, he invites, and by the
power oi his Holy Spirit he draws, and encourages, and
enables, the weary and heavy-laden to come unto him
for reft. He declures, that they, who apply to him, he
will i 7o wife calt out;§ and he promifes to fave them
10 toe utierimoff; to {upport and guide them fafely
through all their conflits, temptations, and trials,
while they are here ; to lead them fafely through the
dark valley of the fhadow of death; and then to re-

ceive them to himfelf, that they may be ever with
him to behold his glory. |

Such

) f";ll' iv' "{" _:}." -, Phi]l iil 8- ,L II'C{)- :1}:1 EE-
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Such 1s the love of Chnift; — or rathet we may
be athamed of the faintnefs of our conceptions of this
love. When we attempt to confider the glory of his
divine perfon, the depth of his humiliation, the un-
known forrows and agonies which wrung his heart in
Gethfemane and on Mount Golgotha, and that he en-
dured all this for his enemies, even for thofe whofe
hearts were, both by nature and habut, alienated from
him, the power he exerts in reconciling them to him-
felf, the bleflings he beftows upon them in this life,
when they are renewed by his grace, and the eternal
happinefs he has prepared for them in a future ftate,—
I fay, when we attempt to conceive of this love, 1n
its origin, progrefs, and effects, we are {oon over-
whelmed, our thoughts are {wallowed up, and we can
only wonder and adore in filence. This love of
Chrift to finners 1s inexpreffible, unfearchable, and
pafling knowledge ; 1t is an ocean without either bot-
tom or {hore. |

They who have obtained mercy, who do know
him, love and truft in him, have lkewife their pecu-
har and appropriate reafons for admiring his love.
They often refleét on what they were doing, and
whither they were going, when he firft touched their
hearts, and made them willing to recetve him as thei
prophet, prieft, and king. They are fenfible that, if
they had died m their 1gnorance, they muft have
been loft for ever; and, while they fee many of their
fellow-creatures, no worfe by nature than themiclves,
who live in the world, without God, without Chrift,

and
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and die, it is to be feared, without any folid ground
of hope, they rejoice, with trembling, for that unde-
ferved and unfought mercy, which preferved them
from going down into the pit of deftrution, when
their fins were unpardoned and their hearts unhum-
bled. They confels that they were barren trees in
God’s vineyard; and, though he had a right to ex-
pet fruit from them, and waited year after year, he
found none. Why then were they not cut down as
cumberers of the ground ! It wac owing to the gra-
cious interpofition of the Great Mediator whom they
had long difregarded. Thus, as we have obferved,
it was with our apofile, The pride of his heart, and
the prejudices of his education, had fired him with
rage againlt the caufe and the people of the Lord.’
He feems to have been no lefs adive and furious in
oppofing them than Herod. But Herod was {uddenly
cut off, and devoured by worms; whereas Paul, of
Tarfus, who had done much mifchief, while medita-
ting more, was fuddenly convinced, humbled, and
pardoned. We cannot wonder that tlte love of Chrift
was the conftraining motive of his conduét from that
time to the end of his life.

Oh, that we all knew the need and the worth of
this Saviour! Then we fhould all love him! This
wil]l be the deciding point at laft, St. Paul, writing
by inpiration of God, fays, n one place, Grace be
with all them that love the Lord Jefus Chrift in fin-
cerity.* In another place, under the fame influence,

he

* Ephef vi, 24. 1 Cor. xvi, 22.
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he denounces an awful fentence againft thofe who
love him not. If any man love not the Lord Jefus

Chrift, let him be anathema. This was by no means
the apoftle’s with ; he would willingly have been made
an anathema himfelf, after the manner of Chrift,* if
he could thereby procure the falvation of his ene-
mies who fought his life in every place. But he de-
clared the will of God, that if any man, who hears,
or might hear, the record that God has given of his
Son, refufes to love and ferve him, and lives and dies
a ftranger to his love, he muft, he will, be accurfed!
for,

II. He 1s the One, the mighty One, who died for
all. The facrifices, which were types of his appear-
ance in the fulnefs of time to put away {in, by the fa-
crifice of himfelf, were appropriated for the inftruc-
tion and confolation of the people of Ifracl. But now
the partition-wall 15 broken down. The diftintion
between Jew and Gentile is removed. Jefus died,
that all, of every age and nation, whether high or
low, rich or poor, bond or free, who, to the ends of
the earth, and to the end of time, fhould believe in
his name, might live through him. As the fun, his
great vifible emblem, fills every eye with. his light,
and would do {o, were they as numerous as the leaves
upon the trees or the blades of grafs in the fields,
without the leaft diminution of his effulgence; fo -this
Lord God, our Saviour, the fun of the intelleGual

world, is the fame, yefterday, to-day, and for ever.
Wherever

* Rom. 1%, 3.
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Wherever the word of his Golvel 1s known, he makes
it his power, to the falvation of all who believe on him..
The value and efficacy of his atonement and righ-
teoulpefs are inexhauftible. It 1s true the blind. are
in darknefs at noon-day ; but this Sun of Righteouf-
nefs not only affords light to thofe who can fee, but
aives fight to the blind. He invites all to come to
him for relief; but many refufe to apply. They pre-
fer darknefs to light, becaufe their deeds are evil.
But all who feek him, and wait for him, in the ways
of his appointment, are gracioufly accepted ; they re-
ceive their fight; they look to him, and are faved.
He has declared, he that cometh I will in no wife
caflt ’out, whatever ther former characters or conduét.
may have been; but they who, though repeatedly
wooed and warned, will not come, if they perfift in
their obftinacy, muft perifh in unbelief; for, he 15 fo-
vereign in the difpenfation of his grace.

If One, if this One, the only-beloved Son of God,
died thus for all ; 1if the Lord of Glory humbled him-
felfl to afflume our nature, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the crofs; 1t {urely muft be
for fome very important defign, worthy of himfelf,
and which he alone was able to accomplith. The
apoftle briefly ftates the neccfity and urgency of the
cafe, by way of inference : 1If one died for all, then
were all dead. The Scripture abundantly declares
the ftate of fallen man, of all mankind, to Dbe a
ftate of death. We are all, by nature, decad in a
two-fold fenfe: dead in /e and dead in o,

Wiien
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When a criminal has been tried, convi&ted, and
cond*mned to death, in a court of juftice, we fpeak
of him as a dead man, though the fentence be not
vet executed, and the king has the prerogative of
pardoning him, if he 1s plealed to exercife mercy.
We indeed compare great things with {mall, when
we attempt to illuftrate the proceedings of God with
men, by the ufages which obtain among ourfelves
yet, in fome refpeéls, they are often appofite, and
the Scripture teaches us by them.

As we are rational creatures, capable of knowing
our Maker, and our dependance upon him for life,
and breath, and all things; we are bound to love God
with all our hearts, to devote our ftrength, power,
and faculties, to his fervice, to obey his commands,
to avoid whatever is contrary to his known will, to
believe his promifes, and to {eek our happinefs in his
favour. This is the law of our nature, it is indeed
the law of all created intelligences, whether angels or
men. When God created man upright, 1n his own
1mage, this obedience and fubmiffion, and a difpo-
{itton to feek his fupreme delight in his Maker, were
as natural to him as it is for a fith to {wim or a bird to
fly. But this Jaw we have broken. We are now
depraved, and fallen from our criginal righteoufnefs,
We are now in a ftate of rebellion againft God. We
renounce his authority, violate his- commands, are go-
verned by our own will, and feek our own pleafure and
glory, difiinit from, and in oppofition to, the will
and glory of our Creator ! The law which we have

B broken
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broken is holy, juft, and good;* and, therefore,
the fenténce of condemnation denounced againft the
tranfgreffors is righteous. We come into the world
devoid of all real goodnefs, and with a propenfity to
every evil, 'The carnal mind is enmity againft God.
The heart of man, of all mankindt univerfally, is de-
ceitful and defperately wicked ; the thoughts of men,
when compared with the Holy Law, are evil, only
evil, and that conunually. Thus we are1n a ftate of
condemnation. By nature, children of wrath, But
we, through the mercy and long-fuffering of God,
are favoured with a refpite. The jult fentence is not
yet executed ; and the Gofpel points out a way of
efcape and deliverance. For this purpofe God fent
forth his Son, that whofoever believeth in him mighe
be faved; but he that believeth not is condemned al-
ready. .

We are Likewife dead in fin. We partake with
the brute-creation in the animal life, but are highly
diftinguithed from them by the rational life.  There
is hikewile a {piritual life, of which our firlt parent
was originally poffefled, but he foon loft it. In this
fenfe, when he finned againft God, he died inftantly,
What the poet afcribes to Beelzebub is true of man;
he ftill retains fome marks of his priftine greatnefs ;
he 1s majeltic, though in ruins; he is alive as to the
concerns of this world, and his attempts and fuccels
give indications of his native dignity: the fciences
‘ and

- M Rom‘ Vii. Iz' -l- Rﬂm. Viii' 7‘ Jer. xi,?iil 9! Gel'l. Vl- 5!
1 Jehn, 11 18,
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and the fine arts exhibit proofs of his genius and abi-
litv: he undertakes to meafure the earth, to weigh
the atr, and almolt to number and marfhal the ftars,
What difcoveries have been made in geometry, na-
tural hiftory, and chemiftry! What powers are dif-
played in architetture, fculpture, painting, poetry,
and mufic!  But, with refpect to the concerns of his
immortal foul, and the great realities of the unfeen
world, man, by nature, is dead as a ftane.  The dead
body of Lazarus was not more incapable of perform-
ing the functions of common life, than we, by nature,
are of performing one fpiritual act, or even of feeling

-
one fpiritual defire ; till He, who, by his commanding

word, raifed Lazarus from the grave,* is pleafed, by
the power of his Holy Spirit, to raife us from the
death of fin unto a new life of righteoufnefs, He,
whom we profels to belicve will one day come to be
our Judge, has aflured us, that, except a man be
born again, he cannot even fee the kingdom of
God. He has no faculty furted to the perception of
what belongs either to the kingdom of grace upon
earth, or what 1s revealed of the kingdom of glory
in heaven. The refult of his clofelt reafonings .and
fhrewdeft conjectures upon thefe fubjeéts leave him in
utter 1gnorance and dariknefs. As no defcription can
communicate an idea cf fun-fhine or the colours of a
rainbow to a man born blind, fo the natural man can-
not difcern the things of God, for, they can only be
{piritually difcerned. T
B 2 But
# _Iohn,‘ X1, 1 John, ni. 3. t 1 Cor. il. 14. .
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But Jefus died and rofe again, As our furety, he
fuftained the curfe of the law to deliver us from
condemnation ; and, when he afcended on high to ap-
pear in the prefence of God for us, he received gifts
for rebellious man, eminently the gift of the Holy Spi-
rit, that the Lord God might again dwell among them.*
Thus the promife the Lord made by the Prophet
Ezekiel 1s fulfilled, I will put my Spirit into you;+
and then they, who before were dead, begin to
live,

A load of guilt and depravity lives unfelt upon
the dead finner; but, when he receives the principle
of a new life, he groans, being burdened. The eyes
of his underftanding are opened. New, and, ull
then, unthought of, obje&s prefs upon his notice.
The views he now has of God, of himfelf, and of
eternity, would overwhelm him, if he was not war-

ranted and enabled to look to felusf as an all-fuffi-
cient and gracious Saviour. From that hour he lives

indeed ! his fins are pardoned, his fears difpelled, his
heart beats with love and gratitude. Old things are
pafled away, and all things are become new. He

now lives no more to himfelf, but to Him who died
for him and rofe again,

ITI. This was what the apoftle aimed at, and ex-

petted, as the refult and reward of his labours, that
the love of Him who died for all might conftrain

thofe, who live, to live no more to themf{elves, but to
Him,
When -

* Pf, Ixviil, 18, 4 Ezek. xxxvi. 27, 1 Ifa. xlv. 22
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When the finner, who was too long governed by
~the mean and narrow principle of felf, is enabled to
believe in Jefus for falvation, he feels the force of the
apoftle’s words, Ye are bought with a price, ye are
no longer your own,* therefore glorify God with
your body and your fpirit, which are his. This
thought expands his mind and elevates his aims.  So
far as his faith 1s in exercife, he is conftrained by love,
infpired by gratitude, and animated by confidence
and hope, to live no more to himfelf, but to Him
who loved him, and gave himfelf for him. He i
now the devoted fervant of his Lord, is governed by
his precepts and example, and employs his time, ta-
lents, and influence, to promote the welfare of his
fellow-creatures for the Lord’s fake.

His new principles have this effect upon him in
whatever fituation the providence of God places him.
If he be poor, they teach him contentment, frugali-
ty, and induftry ; if nich, he is moderate, conde-
fcending, and bountiful, and ready for every good
work, ecither to promote the knowledge of the Gof-

pel or to relieve the neceffitous. The golden, plain,
and comprehenfive rule, of doing to others, as he

could reafonably wifh others, in fimilar cafes, would
do unto him, is inwrought into the very temper and
habit of his mind. In a word, the true Chriftian,
whether in public orin private life, whether a huf-
band or a wife, a parent or a child, a mafter or a
fervant, whether poffeffed of rank and wealth, or ap-

| B 3 pointed

* 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20.
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pointed by the providence of God to fweep the firect
for his [ubfiltence, 1 all ftations and circumftances, 1
ambittous to let his light {hine before men, for the
honour of God, and to be filled with thofe fruits of
righteoufnefs which are by Jefus Chiift to.his prafe
and glory.

Should thefe effefts of the conftraining love of
Chnit be difputed by perfons of any candour, we
could, degencrate as the prefent times are, refer them
to living inftances. 'We can point out to them per-
{ons, who once were a burden to themfelves, a ter-
ror to their families, a nuifance in their conneions,
who, by recetving the truths of the Gofpel, under
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and by feeling the
conftraining love of Chrift, are, nall thefe refpects,
become new creatures.  And I lietle doubt that there
are thofe now before me, to whom I may fay, Such
were fome of you, but ye are wafhed, but ye are
fanftified, but ye are juftified, in the name of our
Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God.*

What fhall we then fay of the attempts of modern
philofophers, fo called, who, if they could prevail by
fpreading the gloomy fophifms of infidelity, would
" deprive mankind of that light and comfort of which
the Holy Scripture, given by infpiration of God, 1s
the only fource. Bur, as the raging waves of the
{fea, 1 a ftorm, make no imprefflion upon the rock
againft which-they fucceflively dath themfelves into

foam, and dic .away at its foot, fo their moft fubtle,
laboured,

% I Corh Vil lxu
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laboured, and malignant efforts to fupprefls the glo-
rious Gofpel of the bleffed God,* will only iffue in
their own contulfion. Magna eff veritas, et prevalebit.
Truth will triumph over all oppofition. The Church
of God, compofed of all the living members of that
body, of which the Lord Jefus Chnit is the living
head, is founded upon a rock, againft which the gares
of hell fhall never prevail. There will always be a
people, who, animated by a fenfe of the conftraining
love of Chrift, will bear teftimony to the power of
his grace, and give evidence by the general tenour of
their conduét in life, their patience and peace in af-
flition, their love to their fcllow-creatures, and their
joyful hopes of immortality, when flefh and heart are
fainting, that they have neither followed cunningly-
devifed fables, nor amufed themiclves with empty no-
tions of truth,

It 1s upon this ground that I am encouraged to {o-
licit your liberal affitance to the School of Lang-
bourn-Ward. I feldom fay much upon thefe occa-
fions, having had repeated proofs of the generofity of
my ftated auditory, and no realon to doubt the good-
will and concurrence of the reft of my hearers. Let
the fight of the children before you plead in their be-
half. The inftitution I am now to recommend will,
I hope, preferve thefe children, and many more in
fucceflion, from thofe habits of 1dlenels, 1ntempe-
rance, and profligacy, which too frequently mark the
chara@ler of thofe who were deftitute of inftruction

B 4 and

* 1 Tim. 1. 11,
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and education in their early years. By the benefit of
our public charity-{chools, and particularly of this,
(as you may obferve in the printed account,*) many
boys have been trained up to honefty, fobriety,
and ufefulnefs, who might otherwife have been nui-
fances to fociety; and fome have not only obtained a
good charalter as apprentices and fervants, but, by
their integrity and induftry, have reputably rifen to
affluence and influence. Could all the children of the

poor be thus cared for, be taught the firlt principles
of religion, and habituated to refpect the Lord’s Day,

and to attend on public worfhip, 1t 1s probable that
the number of depredators who infeft our ftreets and
roads, or break into houfes, and end their unhappy
lives on the gallows, would be much diminifhed.

The awful times in which we live render thefe in-
ftitutions peculiarly worthy of attention and encou-
ragement, I cannot {peak pofitively from my own
 knowledge, but I have reafon to believe that- the

abettors of the French principles of infidelity and
“anarchy have feminaries where children, of all defcrip-
tions, find ready and welcome admiffion. It 15 even
faid that they are paid for their attendance. It is,
however, certain, that a {fpirit of infubordination,
and a defiance of all laws, human or divine, have ra-
pidly fpread, and are ftill rapidly fpreading, among the
lower claffes of our people. The liberty and equality
inculcated in thefe fchools 1s not hike that which, un-
der our mild and equitable laws, gives every perfon
an equal advantage for rifing in life, by the proper and

dibgent

* See the flatement at the end.
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dilisent improvement of his talents; but 1s adapted to
confound all order and diftinétion, and to reduce us to

the common level of a favage and barbarous ftate.
It is therefore the common intereft of all, and efpe-
cially of perfons of property, to exert themfelves in
their places to counteract this baneful defign.

But I have a higher confideration to propofe to you,
who know the worth of fouls, and have felt the pow-
er of the conftraining love of Chrift.

When a child is born that is heir to a title or a
great fortune, it ufually caufes much joy to the fa-
mily and much congratulation from their friends.
The birth of poor children is lefs noticed; but the
birth of any child, whether of a prince or a pauper,
1s an event of great, yea of equal, importance, If we
form our judgement by the ftandard of the unerring
word of God: When a child 1s born, a new exiftence
begins which will never end. The prefent life of the
children before you 1s precarious, but their fouls are,
by God’s conftitution and appointment, immortal,
Perhaps you may fee them no more upon earth, but
you will furely meet them again, at the great day,
when you, and I, and they, muft all ftand before the
judgement-feat of Chrift. Though education alone
-cannot convert them, it 1s 1n the number of thofe
means which God has enjoined us to ufe, and which
he has promifed to blefs for that purpofe. Happy
are they who are inftrumental in [aving a foul from
death ! Happy and honoured will vou be, if, from a
fenfe of his love, who,” when he was rich, made him-

{elf
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felf poor for your fakes,* you, according to your abi-
lities, imitate his example, 1n promoting the welfare
of your fellow-creatures. You may do much in this
way, by contributing to the inftrution of poor chil-
dren, and thereby fhielding them from the fnares and
ternptations to which ignorant and neglefted youth are
expofed. You know not but, in the day of final a-
ward, fome of thefe children may ftand with you on
the right hand of our Saviour and Judge, and you
may hear im fay, Inafmuch as you did it to the leaft
of thefe, ye did it unto me !}

Thus much in behalf of the {chool.  But my heart
is too much imprefled by the fight of this numerous
and refpectable auditory, and by my fincere regard for
the true happinefs of every individual before me, to
permit me to conclude till I have addreflfed you on a
fubject of more general concern. 1 am not preaching
to Jews or Mahomedans, but to profeffed Chriftians.
I am willing to take it for granted, that we all agree
in acknowledging that the Scripture, the whole Scrip-
ture, 15 a revelation of the will of God. 1 hope
there 1s not a perfon here, however immeried in the
bufin=z{s, or drawn afide-by the amufements and plea-
{fures, of the world, who, if he were defired to throw
the Bible, with deliberation and contempt, Into the
fire, would not be {hocked at the propofal. | think
he would fay, If I have not paid that attention to the
Pible which 1t deferves, yet furely I am not fo wicked

and prefumptuous as to burn it.  But permit me to
aikk

* 2 Cor. viil, 0. + Matt. xxv. 4q.
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alk you in love, If it be indeed the word of God, why
have you not paid that attention to 1t which it de-
ferves?  The fame reafons, which would deter you
from wilfully throwing it into the fire, fhould induce
you to f{tudy it carefuily, to make it the foundation
of your hope and the rule of your life; for, if it be in-
deed the word of God, 1t 1s the rule by which your
charalers will be decided, and your everlafting ftate
fixed, according to the tenour of the Gofpel, which
proclaims falvation to all who have repentance to-
wards God and faith 1n our Lord Jefus Chnft, and to
thele only.

[t is painful to a fericus mind to obferve how much
the Bible is neglected. 1 have known fome great
boufes 1n which this book could not be found. In
others, if it has a place in the lbrary, 1t is feldom re-
moved from the thelf. Perhaps there 1s no book fo
hiztle read, underftood, or regarded, as the book of
God, by muliwdes who are not unwilhng to be
called Chnftians, What an atfront 15 this to the Al-
mighty ! A meflage trom the king, or an aét of
parliament, engages the attention of thofe who are
intercited 1 the fubject-matter, while the reveaied
will of God, our Creator, compared with whom all
the Kings, rations, and inhabitants of the earth, are
but as a drop of water to the fea, or the fmall duft
upon a balance, 1s treated with indifference ; though
eve'y perfon who can have accefs to it is deeply and
equaliy mierefted in its contents,  Should there be but
a few of my hearers who, through their engagements

and
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and purfuits in life, have hitherto been remifs and ne-
gligent in acquainting themielves with the principal
falts and truths recorded in the Bible, neither my
confcience nor my compaflion will permit me to clofe
my difcourfe ull I have briefly expoftulated with
them ; as it Is poffible [ may never have another op-

portunity, and perhaps the providence of God has
brought them hither this morning for their good.

Whatever difference of opinion there may be
amongft us in other refpelts, we are univerfally
agreed as to the certainty of death and the uncertainty
of life. We are {ure that all muft die; and, after
death, if the Scriptures be true, we muft appear be-
fore God in judgement. Nor have we any warrant to
aflure ourfelves that we fhall live to tl:x end of the
prefent year, or even week. Boalt not thylelf of
to-morrow, for thou knoweft not what a day may
bring forth.* We often read or hear of fudden
deaths, and fometimes of thofe, who, after a lingering
illnefs, die as {uddenly, to their own apprehen{ions
of the event, as if they had died by a flath of light-
ninc. Iris no lefs a proof than a fruit of that depra-
vity, which the Scripture charges upon the whole hu-
man race, that men, who are {o aétive and {olicitous
in managing the temporal tranfient affairs of timé, to
promote what they concelve moft to their advantage,
fhould be totally indifferent to what may be their al-
lotment 1n a {tate unchangeable and eternal !

Permit

* Prov, xxvil. 1.
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Permit me briefly to remind you, that the Scripture
concludes us all under fin, and expofed to the juft
difpleafure of our Great Creator, Proprietor, Law-
siver, and Benefaltor. He formed us for himfelf,
and gave a thirlt and capacity for happinefs which
only himfelf can fatisfy.  Our relation to Him, as in-
telligent creatures, who live, move, and have our
being, in Fim, and cannot {ubfilt a moment without
Him, binds us to love Him fupremely, to devote all
our powers and faculties to his fervice. This is the
law of our nature. This law we have broken; we

all of us have lived too long, and fome of us are ftill
living withcut God in the world. We have made
our own will and our own gratification the rule and
end of our conduct inftead of his will and glory. We
have incurred the penalty annexed to the breach of
this law. We are finners, the wages of fin s death,
and the extent of that fentence is everlafting deftruc-
tion from the prefence of the Lord and the glory of
his power. How fhall we efcape ¢ What fhall we
do to be faved ¢

To thofe who are fenfible of their defert and dan-
ger, the Gofpel points out relief and a refuge. Je-
fus invites the weary and burdened finner, and fays,
Him that cometh, I wiil in no wife caft out. You
have heard fomething of his glorious perfon, power,
authority, and love. He 1s able, he 15 willing, he
- has promifed, to fave to the uttermoft all that come
to God by Him. Oh, that to~day you may hear his
voice and comply with his invitation. If you cor-

dially
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- dially receive the record which God has, by his own
voice from heaven, given, This is my beloved Son in
whom I am well pleafed! He will; for his fake, be
well pleafed with you, 1f you approve of this, way of
falvation, i which juftice and mercy harmonize,
which afcribes all the glory to God, teaches us to
hate fin, and in{pires the love of holinefs, as effential to
happinefs, then this Saviour, and all the fulnefs of his
falvation, will affuredly be yours. You will then re-
nounce every other hope, you will no longer truft or
boaft in vourfelves, but you will have a good war-
rant to boaft and glory in your Saviour, and to fay,
In the Lord I have righteouinefs and ftrength. The
Lord is my fhepherd, therefore I fhall not want, I
need not fear; he will fupport me by his arm, cheer
me with his prefence, prote¢t me by his power, guide
me by his counfels, and afterwards receive me to

glory.

THE END,

- = - -
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Number of Boys admitted in the LANGBOURN-WARD

CHARITY-SCHOOL, fince its Foundation in 1402.

Put out apprentices . . + + o 39I
Tofeafervice . . . . . . « 16
Taken out, or otherwife difpofed of, 743
Now taught in the fchool. . . + 30

IRl

Total, 1200

irii—

The TrusTEES and COMMITTRE refurn their thanks to the
Subfiribers and Public at large for their fupport of tke School, and
beg leave to inform them, that they have reduced the number of
Biys, and are abeut to admit GIRLS in their flead.

Surscriprions gratefully recetved by Mr, Ayres, the
Treafurer, Fenchurch-Street, or by Mr. Cargvr, the Mafter, at
the Srf.waf-ffarf/é_, Lime-firect.
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