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TO THE

R E A D E R,

HE manifelt in tcrpoﬁtwn of
Almighty God m favour of
thefe kingdoms, has {feldom, if ever,
been more ﬁgnally difplayed, or more
generally acknowledged, by perfons
- of every rank, party, or delcription,
than in the late memorable and 1m-
portant event, of the King’s happy
recovery. 1f {o mterefting a fubjcét,
fhould give occafion to the pubhca—
tion of more Thank{giving Sermons,
than ufuai, it will likewile {uggelt a
{ulnicient apology for them. Con-
fidered as teftimonies of loyalty to
the Kirg, ard of gratitude to him by
whom Kings reign, they can, {carcely,
be too numerous.
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T H E

GRFEAT ADVENT.

I THESS- iv.- 16, 175

For the Lord binifelf fhall defecend from Heaven
awith a [hout, with the voice of the Arch-
cingel, and with the trump of God; and the
dead in Chrift fball rife firft : then we, which
are alve, and remam, foall be cought up
zogether with them 1 the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air ; and fo fhall we ever bé
with the Loid.

/Y UR beloved King 1s now on his way,
O amidit the acclamations of an affe@ionate
people;, to St. Pzul’s Cathedral ; there he will,
this day, make his public acki:owledgment to
God, who heard bis prayer in the time of his
trouble. Itwill be a joyful fizht to thoufands ;
and, perhaps, there is not a perfon in this ai-
{embly, who has not felt a defire to be one of
the fpetators. But 1 am glad to meet you
here.  Many of you, Idoubt not, earneftly and

B repeatedly
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repeatedly prayed for the recovery of our a1~
cious Sovereign; and you judge, with me,
that the molt proper exprefiion of our grati-
tude and joy, 1s to unite in rendering praife to
God, upon the very {pot, where we have often
prefented our united prayers. And I infer, from
the largenels of the congregation, that few,
who {tatedly worfhip with us, are now abfent ;
thofe excepted, who, refiding in or near the
line of proceflion, could not attend, with pro-

priety, ner, perhaps, with fafety.

If He, in whofe name we are met, fhalk

be pleafed (as his word encourages us to hope}
to favour us with the influence of his Holy
Spirit, and to enable us, in the exercife of that
faith, which gives {ubfiftence and evidence
to things, as yet, future and unfcen, to rea-
lize the {ubjeét of my text to our minds s
we fhall have no reafon to regret our coming
together upon this occafion.

. The immediate defign of the Apoftle, in
thefe words, is to comfort believers under a
trial, which fome of you, perhaps, feelat this

hour, and to which any of us may be called,
fooner
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fooner than we are aware ; the removal of ouf
Chriftian friends or relatives, with whom we
have often taken fweet council, to a better
world. Such a firoke, wnenever it takes
place, will dawaken painful fenfations, which
he, who knows our frame, does not condemn.
The tendency of the Gofpel is to moderate and
regulate, but not to ftifle or eradicate, the feel-
ings of humanity. We may forrow, but pro-
vifion is made, that we fhould not forrow like
thofe who have no hope. ¢ Blefled * are the
dead who die in the Lord.” Itis buta tem-
porary feparation; we fhall {fee them again to
unfpeakable advantage. ¢ For if we believe
that Jefus died and rofe again, even {o they that
fleep in Jefus, fhall God bring with him.”
The change of expreffion here is obfervable,
Fefus died. Death, to him, was death indeed,
Death in all its horrors; but he died for his
people, todifarm death of its fting, to throw g
light upon the dark paflage to the grave, and
to open the kingdom of Heaven to all be-
lievers. For now, they ¢ that believe in him

{hall never  die.” He fo difpels their fears,

* Rew xiv. 13 + John xi, 26.

B 2 and
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and enlivens their hopes, that, to them, death
1s no more than a fleep; they fleep in Jefus;
and are blefled. And when He, “ who 15
their life, fhall appear,” as he cettainly will,
and every eve fhall fee him, ¢ they alfo # fhall
appear with him 1n ':D'flv::n'y.’”‘r For the Lord
Kimielf fhall defcend from Heaven, with the
voice of the Archangel, and the trump of

God, aid the dead in Chnit {hall rife firft.

But I think I am warranted to confider the
text in 4 more general view, and toaccommo-
date it to the happy event, which demands
our efpecial thankfulnefs and praife on this day.
Let our thoughts rife from the King’s {plen-
did, though folemn, proceflion to St. Paul’s,
to contemplate that great advent of the King
of Kings, the idea of which filled and fired the
Apoftle’s thoughts . Behold ! he cometh i
the clouds! ¢ 3} He cometh in his own
olory, in the glory of his Father, with alk
his angels, and with all his faints |

* Col.iii4 4 Revoin7. 1 Matt xxv. 31,
1 Thelfll 11, 13,

If
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If I attempt to illuftrate the proceflion (fo
to {peak) of that Great Day, for which all other
days were made, by the moft {triking circum-
ftances of the prefent day, it will, indeed, be
comparing great things with {fmall. In fome
refpects comparifon will utterly fail, and T
muft have recourfe to contraft. For what
proportion can there be between finite and in-
finite, between the moft important concerns of
time, and thofe of eternity !

Let us, however, aim to fix our feeble
conceptions upon the Perfonage whofe ap-
proach 1s here announced; upon the manner
of his coming ; upon his train of attendants ;
and upon the final event of his appearance,
with which the {cene will clofe.

The Lord Himfe/f {hall defcend. At ano-
ther time, if both houfes of Parliament, the
Judges, the foreign minifters, the principal
part of the nobility, and perfons of diftinction
i the nation, were to affemble in St. Paul’s,
their prefence would form 2 grand and affe@-
ing {pectacle. But upon this occafion, though
they fhould be all there, if the King was not

B 3 fecn
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{feen among them, 1t is probable, they would be
all, in a manner, overlooked ; and difappoint-
ment and anxicty would mark the countenance
of every beholder. But 1t is more than pro-
bable, it 1s abfolutely cerfam, thatif all the
elories of the invifible world were to open
upon the view, of thofe, who feel their obliga-
tions to the Great Redeemer, they could not
be completely happy, unlefs they were per-
mitted to behold Azs glory. He has ftipulated
on thetr behalf, Father, ¢« I will that they *
whom thou haft given me, fhould be with me
where I am,” and by his grace, he qualifies
them for their high privilege; fo that, even
now, they can fay, ¢ Whom have I in Hea-
ven but - Thee? and there is none on earth
that I defire befide thee.”  Jefus is the light,
the life, the fun, of the {oul that knows him,
accordirz to the revelation given in the {crip-
tures, of " his perfon, offices, and grace. And,
as the raoft magnificent palace would be but a
dunzeon, if it had ne apertures to admit the
light; fo the whole creation would be dark
and dreary to his people, were it pofiible that
they could be excluded from his prefence.

* John xvii. 24. + P Ixxiit. 25.
In
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Inthis life, they can know butlittleof the par-
ticulars of that happinefs which God has prepar-
ed for them that Jove him; butin general they
know, and this {uffices them, that ¢ they {hall
{fee him as * he 1s, and (hall belike him,” and
with him. They love him unfeen ; and, while
he is yet abfent from them, the expetation,
founded upon his own gracious promife, that
he will fhortly defcend Himfelf, to receive
them, and to avow them for his own, before
the affembled world, is the food and joy of
their hearts, which fooths their forrows, and
animates them under every difficulty they are
expoled to, at prefent, for his fake.

Oh! thefolemnity, the terrors, and the glories
of thatapproaching day! Then, they who have
flighted his mercy, and abufed his patience and
forbearance, will tremble, Then, many whom
the world has admired or envied; many ¢ of the
Kings of the earth, and the great men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, fhall call
(alas, 1n vain -7} to the rocks and mountains to
fdl on them, and hide them from his pre-

* 1 John ni. 2. + Rev, vi.. 15, 16,

B 4 fence.”
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fence,” But they who love him, and long for
his appearance, will fay, < Lo, this # is our
God, we have waited for him, we will be
glad and rejoice in his falvation.” May we,
my brethren, have grace ¢ to ufe all diligence,
that we may be found + of him, in peace,
without fpot, and blamelefs.”

Should we be atked, Why does every face ex-
prefs an air of fatisfaction to day ? Why is the
feeling of our own perfonal trials, in a de-
gree, {ufpended? Why does the public ap-
pearance of the King diffufe {o general a joy
among his loyal {ubjects ¢ We can givea ready
anfwer ; We love our King. Few of us, in-
deed, are perfonally known to him. The
blefling of being under a good King, can only
be known to the bulk of a nation, by the in-
fluence of his adminiftration upon the public
welfare. This influence we have felt. It is
true, ,2we were too little fenfible of it, too little
thankful for it, until an alarming difpenfation
awakened our fears, left we fhould lofe the
privileges we had not fufficiently prized ; but

* Ifa, xxv, o, + 2 Pet, 111, 14.

theit,
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then, each man would remind himfelf, how
highly favoured we had been, asa people, for
many years, under his government; then, we
underftood our great obligations to the King,
as the minifter of God to us for good. We
were fitting peaceably under our own vines and
fio-trees, highly diftinguithed among the na-
tions, by our civil and religious liberty, our
profperity at home, and our reputation abroad.
The news of the King’s illnefs, therefore, not
only awakened our apprchenfions, but revived
our gratitude ; and, from the fame principle,
we now rejoice in his recovery,

Again, becaufe we loved him, we fympa-
thized with him. We were affliGed by his
affliGtion. 'We not only confidered him as a
King, but we felt for him as a Man, a Hul-
band, a Father. Such an inflance of the de-
pendant, precarious ftate of human life ; fuch
a proof, that no rank, or fituation, 1s exempted
from a fhare in the calamities which fin hase
brought into the world, imprefled us with
compaflion, blended with awe. And not our
compaflion only, but our prayers were engaged

for the King, the Queen, and Royal Family.
fam
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T am perfuaded many perfons could fcarcely
have prayed more earneftly, had it been their
own private and domef . concern.  Our
prayers have been heard, and fignally anfwered,
therefore we rejoice and give thanks to day,
We wifh not to detract from the {kill of phy-
ficians, they have been employed and owned,
as inftruments of the merciful will of God;
but we afcribe the praife for a recovery, {o little
hoped for, and fo critically {eafonable, to Him
who raifeth the dead, who fpeaks and it is

done,

And we rejoice 1n expellation. Indeed in
this view we may, and fhould, ¢ rejoice with
% trembling.”  How much may depend upon
this fingle, this precious life, we know not;
neither do we know what might have been
the confequences, if the rumour, at which we
cnce fhuddered, and which, for fome hours,
was generally believed, that God had taken him

from-us, had proved truc.

Let us praife God, who has preferved us
irom knowing them. DBut the manner, In

* Proj, 11,
which
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which we have been relieved, encourages us
both to pray, and to hope, that our King is
an obje& of God’s efpecial care, and that he will
live (long may he live!) to communicate ftill
greater benefits to the nation, as the patron of
true religion, the guardian of our conftitution,
and an examplar of piety and virtue to his fub-
jects.  That God may give him to reign in
the hearts of an enlightened, free, and affec-
tionate people, and not permit any device or
weapon, formed againit him, to profper.

For fimilar reafons, but vaftly fuperior in
importance, even as the heavens are higher than
the earth, we rejoice in the affurance and pro-
{pe@, that the LorDp HIMSELF will defcend.
He is “¢ the good fhepherd, who laid down his
life * for the fheep ;”
know his name, and truft in him for falvation,
are bound to him by the ftrongeft ties of at<
tachment and gratitude. They admire his con-

and, therefore, they who

defcenfion and his love. To his mediation,
and care, they are indebted for their life and
hopes., They remember swhat they were doing,

* John x. 11.

and
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and how carelefsly they were [porting in the path
that leadeth to deftruction, when he firft ftop-
ped them, turned them, and led them into his
fold. Heis,even now, their {un and fhield, their
wifdom and ftrength 5 on lum they caft their
cares, from him they receive their fupplies :
therefore they love him, though unfeen* ; and
rejoice in the hoPe of his appearance.

They know that He who will defcend to re-
ceive them, was, once, a man of {prrows, and
a companion of grief. And though this too
hittle affected them in the time of their igno-
rance ; 1t has been otherwife fince they have
derived life from his death, and healing from

his wounds. They have {ympathized with
him in the agonies which he endured, 1n Geth-

iemane, and upon Mount Golgotha. They
remember that his face was defiled with ipit-
ting, his head crowned with thorns, his back
torn by fcourges, his hands and feet pierced
with {pikes ; that he made his foul an offering
for their fins, and was crucified for their fakes,

Thus. ¢ he loved them, and ¢ gave himfelf

¥ 1 Pet, 1, 8. + Gal, 11, 20,

for
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for them.” Thus he delivered them from ap-
proaching wrath ; and this love has won their
hearts. And they are waiting * for his return
from Heaven; that when they fthall fee him
as be 75, with all his angels, and with all his
faints, they may join in nobler ftrains than

they can at prefent reach, in fongs of praile to

Him who redeemed thém to God, by his own
blood.

But though they have much to praife him
for, in this life, they have much more to ex-
pect, when He fhall defcend. Their privi~
ledges are great while here.  They are already
delivered from guilt and condemnation, they
have accefs by him to a throne of grace, they
have fellowfhip with him by faith, and joys
which a ftranger intermeddles not with—¢¢ but
it does not yet appear -+ what they fhall be”’—
They are ftill in a ftate of warfare and trial ;.
they are expoled to many troubles, to reproach,
oppofition, and temptation ; they are fhill
ftraitened and hindered, in their beft attempts
and defires, by an in-dwelling principle of evil.

* 1 Thell. 1, 8, + 1 John iil. 2.
They
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They are fowing in tears ¥, but when their Loid
fhall defcend, they expect to reap with joy:
IHe is coming to wipe away all their tezrs, and
then they are affured they fhall weep 9 more.
The days of their mourning {hall ccale for
cver. e has . prepared for them a kingdom,
““ incorruptible 4+, undefiled, and that fadeth
not away.” In that kingdom they fhall fhine
forth, each like the fun § in the firmament,
An immenfc conftellation of {uns!

The mamicr in which the Lord will de-
{cend can be but faintly illuftrated, by any
circumftances borrowed from the pomp of
this day. When the King enters St. Paul’s,
his arrival will be announced, by the voice of
the multitade, the difcharge of cannon, and
the deep-mouthed organ. But what are thefe,
when compared with the voice of the Arch-
angel, the thout of all who love his appear-
ance, and that tramp of God, which will
fhake the creation aund raife the dead ? Perhaps
by the word Archange/, in this conneltion,
we may underftand, the Lord of Angels, the

* Pfexxvies. 4 rPetiiig. ] Matt xiil. 43,
King



[ 15 ]
King himfelf. < He fhall call to the Heaveng
from above, and to the earth, that He may
judge #* his people.” ¢ The hour cometh,
when th.. dead fhall hear the voice of the Son
of God.”—The ffouz feems a military terni,

)2

By a fhout, foldiers encourage each other in
the onfet to battle ; and there is a triumphant
{hout of viCtory, when the enemy is utterly
defeated. Such will be the fhout when the
Lord fhall defcend.—His {oldiers, who, fight-
ing 1n his canfe, have often endured hardihip,
and have fometimes loft a tkirmifh ; fhall, on
the great day of decifion, in the final event of
the war, ftand forth, ¢ More than conquer-
ors, through Him that loved them.” Their
{houts fhall proclaim his praife: ¢ For they
oot not the victory by their own f{word, nei-
ther did their own arm fave them.” The
Lord leads them on, teaches them to fight,
clothes them with complete armour, and fup-
plies them with f{trength : He himfelf fubdues
their foes—and when he fhall defcend with
glory, he will terminate the conteft. His

* Pf. L. 4. 1 John v, 25. |
T Rom. viii. 37. § Pf xliv. 3.

people
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‘péc)pie will then utter a univerfal fhout, and
{hall hear the noife of war no more.

When the Lord defcended upon Mount
Sinai, the trumpet of God was heard exceed-
ing lond #, it waxed louder and louder, the
people trembled, and Mofes fpoke. The
Apoftle records his words. Even Mofes, the
favoured fervant of God; faid, I exceed-
mely fear 4+ and quake.” DBut the found of
the Jaft trump, when the Lord fhall defcend
acain; will be much louder, and the effects
much more important and extenfive. It will
be heard not only in the neighbourhood of one
mountain; but from eaft to weft, from pole

to pole; not only by the living, but by the
dead ; by all who ever lived.

Then; at his great command, they that
dwell T in the duft {hall awake. The earth
and the fea {hall deliver up their dead. There
will be a refurreCtion both of the juft and the
unjuft.  Seme fhall arife ¢ to everlafting life,

* Exod. xix. 16—-—19. t Heb. 11, 2.
T Ha. xxvie 19

and
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ind fome to {hame #* and everlafting con=
tempt.”

The joy, this day, for the recovery and ap=
pearance of our King, is general, Ihope, unis
verfal. I hope there are few perfons in the
kingdom who do not cordially fhare in it
However, if contrary fenfations do exift, they
are {upprefled and concealed. But the Great
King has borne with many avowed €nemics,
and with many traitors difguifed under the
profeffion of his name, from age to age. He
will not bear with them alwqys Heé knows
them all, and not one of them can ¢fcape his
notice. 'To them the language of the trump
will be, Arife and come to judgment! My
heart is pained to think, that, poﬂib]jf, {fome
of this defcription may be now pxefent in our
affembly. Yet I am glad you are here, that I
may warn you to flee from the wrath to come:
What a dreadful day will it be, when you, if
unhumbled, unpardoned, unfanctified, as you
now are, {hall be compelled to ftand béfore
his tribunal! For’ we are affured, that when

* Dﬁﬂ- XHJ 2i

C he
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he returns to blefs his willing people, he will
{fummon his enemies, who would not that he
thould reign * over them. He will place
them at his left hand, and denounce that
awful fentence upon them, ¢ Depart, ye
curfed, into everlafting fire+.”  As yet He is
upon a mercy-feat. Oh! ¢ {eek him, while
he may I be found; call upon him, while he
1snear!” Thereis forgivenefs with him. Hum-
ble yourfelves before him, and intreat for
mercy. Intreat him to thew you who he is,
and what he has done for finners; that you
may believe and be faved. Otherwife you muft

ftand before his judgment-feat. Then his
wrath will burn like fire.

But it is of thedead in Chrift I am chiefly ta
fpeak. Thefe fhall rife firft, and, together with
thofe of his fervants who fhall be living at his
coming, fhall be caught up, to meet him in the
air. 'There are expreffions in Scripture, which
intimate, that the fervants of the Lord Chrift
fhall have the honour of being, in fome man-
ner beyond our feeble apprehenfion, affeffors

* Luke xix. 27. + Matt, xxv, 41.
I Ifa. v, 6.

with
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with their Lord in the day * of judgment.
They will witnefs. and approve his proceed-
ings. In this ftate of infirmity, it becomes
them, and is their duty, to pity and pray for
the wicked ; and to ufe all their influence to
perfuade them to pity themfelves, to forfake
their evil ways, that they may live, But in
the great and terrible day, when the wicked
{hall be turned into Hell, the righteous will
be fo perfectly imprefled with the juftice and
holinefs of the fentence of condemnation, that
they will not hefitate to fay, Amen. ¢ So
let all thine enemies perith §, O Lord!”

But the Apoftle, ufing the language of pro-
phecy, which fpeaks of the future, as though
it were actually prefent, fays farther,  Then
we that are alive, and remain, thall be caught
up to meet the Lord in the air.” Not, as I
apprehend, that he expected to be living when
the Lord thall defcend; by the word we, he
expreffes his joint relation with the many
members, which conftitute the one body, of

which the Lord Chriftis the head.  Of thefe,

* Lukexxii, 30. 1Cor.vi.3. 4 Judgesv. 31
C3s there
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there will be fome living when he fhall appear.
And of thefe, hé fays ellewhere, ¢ We fhall
not all fleep, but we fhall all be changed ; in
a # moment, in the twinkling of an ‘eye, at
the Jaft tromp.”"—They will not fuffer that
feparation of foul and body, which we call
dearh. But as mortal fleth and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of Ged, He will change
their vile bodfes, - according to the pattern of
his ¢lorious body, and they, like Enoch and
Elijah of old, fhall afcend, together with thofe
who are raifed from the dead, to meet him in

the air.

“Thefe will conftitute his ‘Train. The Re-
deemed fromi the earth ; they who lived and
died in the faith of his name, through a courfe
of {ucceflive generations ; and they who {lall
be alive at hlS coming, ﬂlall be all colleéted

together, and prepared to welcoine Him.

Of the numbers who will rejoice’ to fee the
King to day, many, though' loyal fubjeds,
will only behold hinv at 4 diftance; and” the

# 1 Cor.xv, §2. 4 Phil. jii. 21.
far
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far greater part of his people will not behold
him at all. Few but the nobulity and princi-
pil perfons, can gain admiflion into the
church ; though the crowds in the ftreet will
participate in the general fatisfattion. Could
we fuppole, that inftead of the common peo-
ple, the ftreets were filled, and the windows
lined by the Gresr; that all the fovereigns,
potentates, and illuftrious perfonages in Eu-
rope, were aflembled to be {peftators of the
joyful event which now calls for our thank{-
gwvings ; fplendid as the concourfe might ap-
pear, m the eyes of men, they would be un-
fpeakably inferior, in rank and dignity, t

thofe who fhall meet the Lord, Not one af
his people will be abfent; and however poor
and unnoticed many of them once were, they
will then, every one, be greater than the kings
of theearth. They will all claim the title,
and the claim will be allowed, of ¢ {ons and
daughters * of the Lord Almighty.” - They
will all poflefs *¢ that honour, which cometl
of God only-.” The glorious company of
Apottles, the goodly fellowthip of Proph gts,

* 2 Cor. vi. 18. + John v. 44.
C 3 the
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the noble army of Martyrs will march in the
proceflion ; and befides thefe, an exceeding great
multitud>, which no man can number, whofe
exalt2ticn and happinefs are but imperfectly
repreferzted to us, by images borrowed from
the things which are deemed moft valuable
and honourable amongft men. They are {aid
to be clothed with white robes*, to have
crowns upon their heads, to be furnifhed with

harps, and to bear palms (the emblem of vic-
tory) in their hands .

““ Fear not hittle flock, it is your Father’s
good pleafure to give you the kingdom }.”
May Grace preferve you from being athamed
of your Lord now, and you will not be athamed

of Him, nor will he be athamed of you, when
he {hall come to judge the world.

When all tmankind fhall be ranged before
this Great Judge, he will own and vindicate

his people, in the prefence of affembled worlds,
and pafs an irrevocable fentence of exclufion

* Rev. iv. 10, and vii. g. + Luke xii. 32.

1 Matt, x. 32.  Mark viii. 38.

aI)
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and condemnation upon his enemies; and then,
He will fay to thofe on his right hand, ¢ Come,
-ye blefled of my Father *, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you : ¢ then, he will prefent them
before - the prefence,of his glory, with ex-
ceeding joy,” then I time fhall be no more;
they will no longer meafure their exiftence by
the revolutions of the fun and the moon;
they will enter upon an eternal ftate. With
this event the Apoftle clofes the defcription in
my text. Here he ftops—the reft 1s too great
for language to exprefs, or thought to con-
ceive. He can only fay, ¢ and fo we f{hall for
ever be with the Lord.” Who can expound
this fentence ? We muft leave this world, and
be admitted to the inheritance of the Saints in
light, before we can fully underftand the im-
port of thefe few words.

We fhall be wath the Lord. There i1s no
doubt, that if the power of our King was
equal to the benevolence of his heart, he
would willingly make all who fhall fee him

* Matt. xxv, 34. + Jude xxw,
I Rev.x. 6.
€ 4 to -
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to day, yea, all his fubjects, in every part of
his dominions, complctely happy. But canhe
take them all with him to Court? Can he
treat them all as his own children? Can he
inveft them all with dignities and poffeffions
equal to the largeft defires of their hearts ?
Could we, for a moment, concelve it pofiible
for an earthly King to do thus, ftill it would
afford but a very faint illuftration of our {ub-
ject.  The higheft effects of his favour, would
be precarious. and tranfient, confined to the
term of a fhort life, and, in their nature, in-
capable of anfwering the inftintive appetite
of the foul of man, formed for immortality,
and endued with a capacity for good, which

nothing lefs than being with the Lord can
{atisfy.

When Peter faw his Saviour transfigured
upon the mount, a glance of his glory, in-

ftantly, fixed and filled his mind. He forgot
all inferior attachments, and faid, ¢ It is

good * to be here.” He would have been glad
to build tabernacles upon the mount, and to

* Matt, xvil. 4.

return
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geturn to the world no more, He knew nof,
indeed, what be faid; there was much for
him yet to do, and to fuffer for his Mafters
but he well knew why be faid it ; and all who
are partakers of the grace of God, are like
minded with Peter. And though, at prefent,
they walk by faith*, and not by fight, they
are fometimes favoured with {eafons of refrefh-
ment, with golden hours, when, according
to his gracious promife, he manifefts himfelf -
unto them, as he does not umo the world,
and caufes his goodnefs to pafs before them
then, for the time, they are raifed above, both
the cares and the comforts of this world, and
could be glad to remain with him. -But, like
Peter, they muft return to fill up the duties
of their fitvation in life, till his appointed
hour of difmiffion. However, thefe foretaftes
convince them, that they cannot be properly
happy till they are with him in his kingdom,

where nothing will conceal him, for a moment,
from thelr view.

Their neareft approaches to him now, are,
hikewife, fubje® to abatements. Something

* 2 Cor. v. 7. + John xiv. 22,
from
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from within, or from without, ¥ll.occurs to
interrupt, and too often to {ufpend thefr joys.
Their communion with him, is indiftiné,
through the medium of ordinances, and a veil
of fleth and blood. This veil hinders them,
not only as it is polluted, but as it 15 weak,
and fubject to many infirmitics.  We cannot
fee-him #, asyet, and live.  If he did not ac-
commodate the difcoveries of himfelf, to the
frulty of our nature, we fhould be over-
powered. 'The beloved difciple had often
converfed familiarly with his Lord, and re-
clined on his bofom, during his ftate of humi-
liation : but, when he appeared in the ifle of
Patmos, though his Majefty was attempered
with mildnefs and love, and his defign was to
honour and comfort hiim, he fays, < When I

faw him, I-fell at his feet as if dead .

Further, pain, indifpofition, and trouble,
often diftra& their atiention, or detain them
from the opportunities, in which he has pro-
nifed to mecet his people . They are glad
when it is faid unto them, ¢ Let us go up to

* Exod. xxxiil, 20. t Rev. 1 17,
T PLoci 1.

the
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the Houfe of the Lord *;” but they are fres

quently fhut up, and cannot come forth ; and

~ though he fupports them under all their af-.

flictions, yet it is no fmall trial to be confined
from his ordinances. But when they (hall
meet their Lord in the air, they will be freed
from every defed, defilement and impedi-
ment. They will {ee him as He is, without
any interpofing veil or cloud. They will be
out of the reach of fin, temptation, pain, and
arief, Théy are blefled now, though often

called to mourn -, becauie they will then be
comforted.

Agan, we {hall be for ever with the Lord.
Oh! that word for ever! Even to be with
the Lord, and to poffefs a happinefs commen-
{urate to the utmoft grafp of our capacity ; if
it were only for a month, or a year, or an

age, or a thoufand ages—the thought that this

(.,

happinefs muft, at length, have an end, how- -

cver diftant the termination might be, would
calt 2 damp upon the whole enjoyment. But
to know that the happinefs is eternal, that

~* DA, Ixxxviii, 8. + Matt. v. 8.
they
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they who are omce with the Lord, fhall be
with him for cver o this is, 1f ITmay {o {peak,
the Heaven of Heaven itfelf, Such honour
awaits all the faints ; for thus hath the Amen,
the faithful and true witnefs already declared.
¢« Him that overcometh, will I make® a
pillar in the houfe of my God, and he fhall
go na more out, ‘Thy fun fhall no more go
down *, neither fhall thy moon withdraw it-
felf, for the Lord {hall be thine everlafting
light, and the days of thy mourning fha]l be
ended .

I hope T have not digrefled from the de-
fion of 7lus day, by attempting to lead your
thoughts to zbe day of the Lord. 1 have
availed myfelf of every occafion, which my
views of the text have {uggefted, to imprefs
upon your hearts and my own, a fenfe of the
very great mercy, which God, in anfwer to
prayer, bas beftowed upon us, by reftoring
health to the King, and enabling him to pay
his pubiic acknowledgment to the Moft High,
and to revifit his affeCtionate people, But

f RCV. iiil 121 -]' Iﬁll 1}:l 20.

NCver
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never are o tempora! mercies {o fweet, fo
valuable, nor fo likely to be permanent, as
~when they are thankfully cohtemplated, i
mmediate connedtion with the hand or simy
by whom Kiligs reign, and * who doth what
pleafeth Him, in the armies of Heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth *.” Nay,
to us, who are foon to pals into an eterpal
{tate, the mo(t important concerns of nations
and kingdoms, ate, in reality, trivial as the
fports of children, unlefs we can acknow-
ledge, trace, approve, and admire; the great
and ultimate defigns of God, to which all the
revolutions that take place in human affairs,
ate fubordinate and fubfervient. His wife and
Holy Providence rileth over all; and every
movement h‘as‘ éither a more remote, or a
more direct tendency, to bring forward the
glories of that day, when the Lord himfelf
fhall defcend to receive his own people, and id
execute vengeance upon his adyerfaries.

Knowing to whom I 4m preaching; I have
not thought it neceffary to offer proof, that

* Dan, iv: 35+
the
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the God who has reftored health to the King,

and happinefs to the kingdom, is He to whom
my text refers : He of whom we fay, in our
Public Liturgy, ¢ We believe that 7/ou (halt
come to be our Judge.” Itis the Lord Jefus
Chrift, the Eternal Word, the Son of God,
the Saviour of Sinners. We reft in his own
declaration, unmoved by all the cavils of thofe
who, alas, know him not, that all things <“are
delivered unto him #, all power committed to
him, in Heaven and in earth.,” How elfe
could we truit to him for the expiation of our
fins, and the falvation of our fouls ; guiltyand
helplefs as we are in ourfelves, and confcious
of the fnares, difficulties, dangers, and ene-
mies to which we are expofed? The Lord
reigneth . ¢ He is King of Saints, King of
the nations, King and Lord of the univerfe.
<« The government is upon his fhoulders §.”
This God is the God we adore, and we now
aim to imitate the fongs of thofe with whom
we fhortly hope to join; ¢ Worthy || is the
Lamb that was flain, to receive power, and

* Matt, xi. 27, and xxviii. 18. t Pf cix. 1.
1 Ifa. ix. 6. I Rev. v. 12.

riches,
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riches, and wifdom, and ftrength*, and ho-
nour, and glory, and blefling.”

While I exhort you to rejoice, and join
with you in rejoicing, for the late inftance of
his goodnefs to the King, to the nation, and to
ourfelves ; I feel the higheft pleafure in the
thought, that I fee manyﬁ around me, (Oh!
that I could hope the fame of you all) to whom
I may warrantably fay, Rejoice on thefe ac-
counts, but rather, efpecially and above all 4,
¢« Rejoice that your names are written I in
Heaven, and that the Lord, whom you love,
who now guides you by his counfel, will,
(hortly, defcend to receive you to his glory.

¥ Revevo 12, 1 Lukex,20. 1 PflIxxiii. 24,

A HY‘MN_*
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I.

AN can feldom prize the blefﬁnﬂs

Which our gracions God beﬁows,
In the moment of poffeffing ;

Or return the praife he owes.

But, with other eyes, he views them
In afflitions threat'ning days ;

When he fears, left he fhould lofe them,
Then he trembles, weeps, and prays.

II.

Comets, or eclipfes wake him,

For a moment fix his eye,

lurricanes, or earthquakes fhake him,
And extort an anxious cry,

D While
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While the Sun, with gentle motion,
Spreading bleffings through the year,
Caufes no devout emotion,
Neither oratitude, nor fear,

1.

God, 1n mercy to this nation,

Has aftorded us a ILing,

Whole benizn adminiftration

Cheer'd us, like the fun in Spring,
Truth and Liberty were nourifly’d

By his mild aufpicious rays ;

Thus, 1 peace, the kingdom flourifh’d,
But our hearts forgot to praife.

IV,

When a dark eclipfe fucceeded,
Fear, a thoufand ills, furmis’d ;
‘Then we felt how much we needed
What, we had too little priz'd :
Then we pray'd, and fince have proved,
Fervent pray’r is not in vain;
Pray’r the dark eclipfe removed,
And our Sun fhines bright again. .
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V.
Lord! to thee, the Great Phyfician,

‘We our hearts and voices raife |
Thou didft anfwer our petition,
Now accept our humble praife !
Blefs our King, Almighty Saviour !
May he long, the feepter wicld
For our good, and with thy favour,

Thou his Wifdom, Strength and Shield !
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