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JErREMIAH V. 20,

Sba/l I not wifit for thefe things, faith the Lord?
And fhal] ot ﬁfy Jou! &e afuengrd on fuch
a Nation as this?

HREE times * the T.ord God re-

peats by his Prophet, this alarming
quettion.  Thewr ngratitude and ob-
ftinacy were fo notorious, their fins fo enot-
mous and aggravaiéd, the fentence de-
nounced againft chem, however fevere, was
fo undeniably juft, thai paruzi as they -were
to themfelves, God 15 plﬂaied to appeal to
their own confczenas and to make them
judges in their own caufe. Inviting or ra-
ther challenging them to offer any plea,
why his forbearance and patience wiich
they had fo long defpifed, fhould be {iill
afforded them!
But the form of the queﬁion will not
permit us to confine the application to If-
A 3 rael

¥ Jer v. g, chap, ix, g,
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rael or Judah. The words are not, Or
this nation particalarly, but On Juch a nation
as this, ~The Lord the Governor of the
carth has provided 1 the hiftory of one
nation, a leflon of mmftruction and warn-
Ing to every nation under the fun. And
the nearer the f{tate and {pirit of any peo-
ple refemble the ftate and charatter of Ju-
dah, when Seremab prophefied among
them, the more realon they have to trem-
ble under the apprelienfion of the fame or
fimilar judgments.

God brought Ifrael out of Egypt with
an outflretched arm, divided the Red-fes
before them, led them into the wildernefs
by a cloud and pillar of fire; fed them wath
maina, and gave them water from the rock,
He planted them 1n a good land, and though
they often finned and were often punifhed,
they were diftinguilhed by many tokens of
his prefence, and effets of his goodnefs,
ahove any other nation. In the time of
Solomoi they poflefled the height of human
profperity, but they foon rebelled and 1m-
volved  themfelves m increafing troubles.
ind, though the efforts and examples of
riczekiah and Sofiab produced a temporary
reformation, and procured a temporary re-
ipite; they went on, upon the whole, from
bad to worfe, till the meafure of their ini-
quity being filled up, and the feafon of God’s
Jung-fufTering at an end, he diretted the march
ot Nebuchadnezzar againft them, who, becaule

he was the appointed infirument of divine
ven-
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vengeance, could not fail of fuecefs, The
temple and city of Ferufalem were burnt, the
land defolated, the greater part of the inhabi-
tants deftroyed, and the {urvivers led captives
into a far diftant land.

We likewife are a highly favoured people,
and have long enjoyed privileges which ex-
cite the admiration and envy of {urrounding
nations. And we are a finful, ungrateful peo-
ple, fo that when we compare the bleflings
and mercies we have recewved {rom the Lord,
with our conduét towards him, 1t 1s to be
feared we are no lefs concerned with tle quef-
tion in my text than Ifrael was of old. 'This
1s the point I purpofe to illuftrate as fuitable
to the defign for which we are at thjs time pro-
fefledly affembled. .

‘Though the occafion will require me totake
fome notice of our publicaffairs, I mean not to
amufe you with what is ufually called a political
difcourfe The Bible 15 my fyftem of Politics.
There I read that the Lord # reigns, that he
doth what he plealeth -+ 1n the armues of Heaven
and among the inhabitantsof the Earth, That
no || wifdom, underftanding, counfel or power,
can prevail without his blefiing. That as § righ-
tconfnefsexalteth a nation, fo fin is the reproach,
and will even totally be the ruin of any people.
From thefe and other maxims of a like import,
I am learning to be flill and to know that he
1sGod. My part as a minifter of the gofpel

of

* Plaloxcvii, 2.+ Dan,iv,35. | Prov. xxi. go.
§ Prav, iv. 84,
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of peace, is not to nflame, but, if poflible, to
{footh and fweeten the {pirits of my hearers ;
to withdraw their attention from the nftru-
mental and apparent caufes of the calamities
we feel or fear, and to fix 1t vipen fin, as the ori-
ginal and proper caufe of every other evil.
As a peaceful and a loyal fubjed, I profefs and
inculcate obedience to the laws of my coun-
try, to which I conceive myfelf bound by the
authority of God’s command, and by gratio
tude for the cvil and religious liberty 1 pof-
fefs. For the reft, political difquifitions, ex-
cept immediately conneftéed with feriptural
principles, appear to me impropér for the pul-
pit at all times, and more efpecially unféafon-
able and indecent-on a day of public humili-
ation. I hope we are now'imet not to ac-
cufe others, but to confels our own fins,<«~not
to joftify ourfelves, but to plead for miercy.
May 1t pleafe God therefore by the influ-
ence of his holy Spirit to 1mpréfs the' confci-
epces of all prefent, and to make us atten-
tive to our-own immediaté concerns; whilé: I
endeavour, | o

1. Briefly to delineate thhe ftate of the Wation;
or to-{hew you, what a Nation this-ist

II. To confider in'what manneér thie righ-
teous-Judge and Governor of the Earth
might juftly avénge Himfelf of fucha- Na-

- 1 tion as this.

III. To
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[11. Toenquire, whether there be any hope
that fuch a Nation as this can yet efcape
the impending ruin with which it is threat-
ned? and 1if there be, 1 what way this
Mercy 1s to be fought and expedted?

I. In order toeftimare the ftate of the natian,
we muft attend fo two views, which, when con-
trafted, illuftrate each other, and in their combi-
nation conftitute our national charalter,anddif-
criminate it not only from that of every nation
around us, but from all the kingdoms record-
ed in the hiftory of paft ages. I meanour national
privileges, and our national fins.

With regard to the firft head, the peculiar pri-
vileges which by.the favor of Divine Providence
we have enjoyed asa people, I muft be brief.
A full detail of them would require a volume,
Though the. ifland of Greaf' Britain exinbits
bat a fmall fpot upon a mapof the globe, it
makes a {plendid appearance in the hiftory of
mankind, ‘and has for along fpace of time
been fignally under the protection of God, and
the feat of peace, liberty and truth. When
Chriftend.m had groaned for ages under the
night of Papal fuperftition, the fuft light of Re-
formation dawned amongft us by the preaching
and writings of Wickliff. From that time we
have poffefied the knowledge of the gofpel,
and God has had a fucceflion of witnefles in our
fand ; they have been at difterent periods expofed

to {uffering, and many of them were called to
B feal
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feal their teftimony with their blood, but they
conld neither be intimidated nor extirpated.
InLuther's time, when the pillars of Popery were
mose publicly and generally fhaken, we were
among the firft who were animated and enabled
to fhake off the yoke of Rome; and God has
often fince remarkably interpoled to preferve
us from being brought into that bondage a
fecond time. The {pisit of perfecution under
varions forms has again and again attempted
to refume its power, but has been as often
reftrained and defeated. Civil commotions
likewife ffand upon record In our annals, and
our forefathers have felt miferies of which we
can form but a very imperfect idea. But they
fuffered and ftruggled for us. The event of
cvery conteft and revolution contributed gra-.
dually to eftablith that happy bafis of govern-
ment which we call The Brisifh Conflituticn;
and together with thefe advances 1w favor of
Liberty, an increafe of commerce, wealth, and
domimon, has been afforded us. From that
diftingaifhed Kra the Rewolution, and more
efpecially fince the accellion of the prefent
Royal Family, we have enjoyed fuch an un-
mnterrupted feries of peace and profperity, as
cannot be paralleled inthe hiftory of any nation
we have heard of, not excepting even that
of Ifrael. I call our peace Uninterrupted; for the
efforts of rebellion mthe reigns of our two laft
kings, were fo fpeedily crufhed, and were pro-
ductive of fo few calamities, except to the un-
liappy aggreflors, that they are chiefly to be

| noticed
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noticed as ‘Inftances of the goodnels of the
Lord, who, notwithftanding we were then a
finful people, was pleafed to fight our battles
andput our enemies to thame. I call it Unsi-
terrupted, for though we have been engaged as
Principals 1n feveral foreign wars, and the
{torm fell with dreadful weight upon other
countries, we at home knew little of the war
but from the public prints, which ufually
after the firft or fecond vear were filled with
accounts of the fuccefles and vitories which the
Lord of hofts (alafs! by how few was he ac-
knowledged) gave to our fleets and armies.
When the laft war terminated we were at the
height of national honour and power. Our
arms were victorious, and our flags trium-
phant wherever our operations had been di-
rected in the moft diftant and oppolite parts
of the globe. What an accellion of empire and
riches did we then acquire, while we were fit-
t;ng (if I may fo fpeak) under our vines and.
figtrees undifturbed ; and while a confiderable
part of Germany rather mvolved, than proper-
ly interrefted n oyr difputes was almoft defo-
lated by fire and fword! And notwithftanding
our increafing provocations, every fucceed-
1ng year has afforded fignal proofs, that, though
the Lord 1s difpleafed with us, he has not
vet forfaken us. If in fome nftances he has
juftly difappomted our expecCtations, he has
in others, appeared no lefs remarkably in
our favour, defeating the defigns of our ene-
wies, protefting our commercey ang afford-

ng

af
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ing ws in general more plentiful harvefts at
home, fince the war has rendered {upphes
frorn abroad more precarions and difficult.
Add to ovy ncernal peans, wealth and plenty,
the inviolable tmmunity both of perfons and
property mwih we ave preferved by the {pi-
voand admmiftration 2f our laws: and that
anreftramed  hiberty wivch people of all feati-
ments and denominations poflels and exercife
of worthiping God m tha way they think molk
agreeeble to his will.  Muft nota due conli-
deration of thefe things confirain us to f{ay,
He hath not dealt {o with any nation?

What conld the Lord have done more ¥ for
Inis vineyard ? How could be have laid a peo-
pie under {tronger obligations to his fervice?
What returns nught he not expect irom {uch a
nation as this? Buat, alafs! we have requited
bim evil tor good! fuch a nation as this is very
1imperf<&ly defenbed by an enumeration of pri-
vileges, I have a more painful tafk now to
attend to, I {hould enumerate (were it poffible)
our National Sins. It 15 but a fketch I can
offet upon this immenfe and awful fubject,
But enough 1s obvious and at hand to make us
remble, 1f we regard the feripture, and do 1n
our hearts believe there 1s a God that governs
theearth. T wifh you to keep in mind as {
proceed, the flight view 1 have givea of the
favours God bhas beftowed upon us. The re-
colle¢tion of bzs mercies 15 neceffary to give a
proper {enfe of the coloring and aggravation of

. GUT

¥ [, v, 4. + Phal, Iwii, (1.
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onr fins. It 1s often pleaded that finful as we
are, we are not more depraved in morals and
practice than the inhabitants of France or Iraly,
or the other nations of Europe. I much
queftion the truth of this plea. I am afraid
that, in fome 1nftances at leaft, we are more
corrupt and profligate than any nation now
exifting. But admitting that France or Italy
equal, or even exceed uS in open and pafitive
wickednefs, if they fall fhort of us in advan-
tages for kKnowing the will of God, if they
are not equally enriched by the bounties of
his providence, if he has not fo fignally ap-
peared on their behalf as he has on ours, their
fins, however enormous or numerous, are not
attended with equal aggravations; we muft fix
upon a nation (if fuch could be found) that is
upon g par with us in the bleffings of gofpel
light, of civil and religious liberty, before
we can properly form a comparifon, or have
any juft reafon for {uppofing that our fins are
fot greater.than theurs. |

The magnitude of our national debt 1s a fre-
quent topic of converfation. We have indeed
but an indiftint 1dea of a number not very far
fhort of two hundred miilions, yet we can form
{fome conception of it,  But our national debt
of fin, is beyond all the rules and powers of
arithmetical computation. The holinefs, aa-
thority and goodnefsof God, (which are infinite)
afford the only proper meafures by which to judge
of the horrid evil of the fins committed againft
him, -
| The
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The fin of a nation 1s properly the aggre-
gate or fum total of all the fins committed by
every individual refiding in that pation. But
thofe may be emphatically called National Sins
whicly, by their notoriety, frequencyor circums-
ftances, contribute to mark the chara@er or
fpirit of one nation, as diftinét from another.
Ttistobe hoped that fome fpecies of finsamongt
us are nct yet become national. They are
rather exotics not perfetly famiharifed to the
foil, or prevalent 1 every part of the land. I
fhall confine mylelf to a few of the particulars
which are more dire€tly charalteriffic of this
nation, and at this time.

1. The maxims and ufage generally prevalent
among a people, 1f contrary to the rule of God'’s
word, are national {ins, If cuftomary, they
are national; 1f inconfiftent with the precepts
of fcripture, they muft be finful A woe is de-
neunced * again{t thofe who call evil good, and
good evil ; but this dreadful abufe of language,
fentiment, and conduét, can ouly Be avoided by
making the infpired writings the ftandard of
our judgment. In aland that bears the name
of Chrifhian, aduleery 15 deemed gallantry,
murder, 1 fome cales, 1s a pont of honor,
avarice is prudence, profulenefs wears the maftk
of generofity, and diffipation is confiderd as
mnocent amufement. On the other hand, meek-
neis is accounted meannefs of fpirity and grace
is branded with the approbious names of melan-
cholly and enthufiafm. Habituated from our
o - infancy

* Ifa, v. 20.
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ihfancy to the effels of thefe prepoffe(Tions, and

more or lefs under their influence, very few

of us are duly fenfible how utterly repugnant

the {pririt and temper of the world around us

15 to the genius and {pirit of the Chnftianity we

profefs. It would, I think, appear ina much
more {iriking hight to an mtelligent and unbiaf-
ed obferver, who, upon hearing that Great Bri-
tarn was favored with the knowledge of the true
religion, fhould vifit us from fome very remote
country with a view of fharing in our advag-

tage. If Icould make thesemat of the king-

dom with fuch a fir anger, and fhew him
what is tranfacting in the bufy, and in the gay
world, 1n city, court, and counury; if I could
defcrlbe to him the perfons he would fee at out
theatres and public places, at Newmarket, at
contefted elections, and explain the motives and
aims which bring them together. if I could
introduce him into the families of the great, the
reputed wife, and the wealthy; from thefe data,
together with the ignorance and licentioufnefs
of the populace,which muftunavoidably engage
his notice wherever he went, I apprehend he
would not be long at a lofs to form a tolerable
judgment of our national charater., And if
after this furver, he was attentively to read the
New Teftament, I think he muft allowthat, ad-
mittifg it was a revelation from God, our na-
tional charader was neither more or lefs, than
the union and combination of our national
fins. He could not bat percelvethatmﬁdehty,

p[lde,fen uality,greedinefsof gan,{trangelycou-
pled
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pled with thoughtlefs profﬁioh, contempt of
God,andadaringoppofitiontohis will,conftitute
the leading features of our portrait as a nation.

2. 1t there be fins, which though not ex-
prefsly enjoined, are authorifed, and to people
wheregard man more than God, rendered in
a manner neceflary by the fan&ion of legif-
lature, -thefe, and efpecially in a free country,
may be deemed national fins. Here 1 feel
mylelf embarafled. Asa private member of
fociety, full of refpelt and reverence for the
authority to which by the providence and
will of God, Iowe a willing and thankful
fubjection, I could wifh tobe entirely filent.
But I likewife bear another charater. As a
minifter of the gofpel I ftand here before a
higher Mafter. In his fervice I am command-
ed to be bold and faithful, and Idare not
1n confcience, efpecially at fuch a time and on
fuch an occafion as this, wholly fupprefs my
fentiments. But I wifh to {peak with all the
tendernefls and delicacy the fubje¢t will admat.

In this land of liberty the meafures of
government and of parliament are canvalled
with great freedom. Often indeed with a
very offenfive intemperance and 1ndecency.
1t 15 however, one important privilege of our
happy conftitution, that Britifh fubjelts have
a right of prefenting refpectful petitions either
to the throne or to the fenate, when fuch
meafures are in contemplation, as are appre-
hended may prove detrimental to the interefts

of the nation or of individuals. A right which
| upon
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ypon the ground of reul or prefended griev<
ances has been abundantly exercifed of late years,
But it 15 long fince the honor of God and the
interefts of true religion have been the objects
of an addrefs or petitionn” from -any corporate
body in the kingdom. This indifference of
all parties to the caufe of God, when all are
{o attentive and feeling 1in cales wher¢ they
think their own temporal concerns affetted,
warrants one to confider the alts of the legif-
lature while no alteration is defired by thofe on
whom they are binding, as the acts of the whole
nation. Even the edifts of an arbitrary
prince whofe wilk fupplies the place of law,
might involve a nation in guilt, if he enjoined
what was contrary to the commands of God,
and they through fear obeyed him. Much more
then may laws, made by the reprefentatives
of a free.people, be confidered as acls of the
community, if they excite no conftitutional
endeavour for relief,

I am far from fuppofing that any of our
laws now 1n force were formed with an inten- -
tion of promoting fin. But fome of them,
thpough the prevailing depravation of morals
amongit us do 1t evenrually. For 1nftance,
the ¢} and Corporation fls, which re-
quire every perfon who has a poft under
government, or a commifiion 1 the navy or
army, to qualify himfelf for his office by re-
cetving the facrament of the Lord’s f{upper,
would occafion no fin, if men were generally
influenced by the fear of God, or even by a
. - C principle
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principle of integrity. They would then raz
ther decline places of honor or profit, than
accept them upon fuch terms, if they were
confcious that thewr fentiments or conduét
were repugnant to the defign of that inftitu-
tion. But as the cafe ftands at prefent, while
" gain 1s preferred to godhinels, and the love
of diftinétion or lucre 1s {tronger than the dic-
tates of confcience, we frequently fee profeffed
infrdels and notorlous hibertines approach the
Lord’s table as a matter of courfe, and profti-
tuting the moft folemn ordinance of chriftia-
nity to their ambition or intereft. The great
number and variety of appointments civil and
military, which cannot be legally poflefied
witl:out this qualification, render the efiormi-
ty almoft as common as 1t is heinous. - If the
Lord be a God of knowledge he' cannot be de-
ceived. If he be a God of truth and holinefs
he will not be mocked. I am afraid we have
been long gwlty of a contemptuous profana-
tion of the body and blood of Chrift.

The multiplicity of Oaths which are inter-
woven into almoft every branch of public bu-
finefs 1nvolves thoufands i the habitual guilt
of Perjury, which perhaps may eminently be
ftiled Our national fin. Many of them, it 18
true; do not neceffanily lead tp fin, becaufe
honeft and confcientious men may and do
ftriftly obferve them ; but it is tobe feared, the
- greater number deliberately and cuftomarily
. violate thefe foleran obligations, and take them

as often as impofed without hefitation, and
' without
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without any defign of complying with them.
Not a few of thefe oaths are either fo worded
or fo circamftanced, that it is morally impoffi-
ble to fulfil them ; and if a perfon was even to
attempt 1t he would be thought a bufy-body
or a fool. Yet they muft be tendered, and
muft be taken as a matter of form, when nc-
thing more is expected or purpofed on either
fide. The number of church-wardens and
conftables, who are yearly {worn, is very
great; and as thefe offices are chiefly held by
rotation, in the courfe of a few years, they take
1n a confiderable part of the middling-people
in the kingdom., How many or how few of
them act up to the letter and the fpint of the
oaths they have taken, will be known i the
day when the fecrets of all hearts fhall be re-
vealed. But it 1s now evident, that, while fome
like fheep tread without thought in the path
of cuftom, content to forfwear themfelves be-
caufe others have done fo before them; and
while fome are hardy enough to trifle with
God and man for profit, the laws which en-
joyn and multiply oaths do thereby furnifh
'and multiply temptations to the fin of perjury.
To this fource we may afcribe much of that
profligacy and contempt of religion, which we
now are called to mourn over. The frequen-
cy of oaths, the ureverent manner in which
they are adminiftered, and the impunity with
which they are broken, have greatly contri-
buted to weaken the fenfe of every moral obli-

C2 gatiom



( 20 )
gation, and to fpread a difiolute and daring
{pirit through the land.

Where the laws have exprefily Tnterpofed t
enforce the commands of God, 1f they are fuf-
fered by general content to lie dormant, and
are not carried into execution, the enormi-
ties which flow from fuch conuivance, come
under the denomindtion of nateral finz.  The
prophanation of the Lord’s day, drunkennefs,
prophane fwearing, are contrary, not only
to the precepts of feripture, but to the laws
of the land; and yet could hardly be more
prevalent if there were no ftatutes in force
againft them. As thefe evils are not appa-
rently detrimental to the revenue or to coms
merce, they are feldom taken notice of, ex-
cept when connelted with fome aét of tref-
pafs or ibjury to individuals. Very few ma-
giftrates are concerned to enforce the obferva-
tion of thefe laws, and if private perfons fome-
pimes attempt it by information, they meet
but little fuccefs, they obtain but little thanks.
The arts of pleading, the minutiz and nice-
ties of forms are eémployed to entangle and
difcourage them, and to fkreen offenders.
Their endeavours are ufually treated as offici-
ous and impertment, and they are fhigmatized
with the mnvidious name of siformers. In
their own caufe they are allowed to be attive ;
but a man muft have a good fhare of refolu-
tion, or rather of divinegrdce, who can with-
ftand the teproach and fcorn he wiil bring

o | | upon
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apon Hirfelf, if he dare to be-alive In the:
caufe of God.

My fubject, alas, 1s almoft boundlefst
But our time prefcribes limits to my difgourfe.
I muft, however, hint my apprehenfion, that
aCts of oppreflion and violence, in fome parts,

(at leaft) of our widely extended fettlements,

have contributed to enhance and aggravate
our natianal fin, If the 'welfare and the lives

of thaufands have been facrificed to the inte-
reft of a few; if the ravages of cruelty and
avarice, tho’ notorious and undemable, have
met with no publiccenfure or punifhment, may
we not expect that God himfelf will avenge
the opprei}ized and plead their caufe, not only
againit their aCtual oppreflors, but againft the
community that refufed to hear their cries and
redrefs their wrongs.
I am pained likewife to obferve how little
he calamities of war, and the fhedding qof
lood are laid to heart. War, when moft ne-
ceflary and unavoidable, 1s a dreadful evil;
one of the moft fevere fcourges with which the
Great God vifits a finful world. But, becaufe

we, thyo’ his mercy, know no more of it ag-

home than by what we hear of the fufferings
of others ; to their fufferings, if we account
them enemies, the hearts of many are unfeel-
ing as aftone. They contemplate with com-
ljofu‘re and apparent fatisfaction, not only the
1orrors of a field of battle, but the devaftations,

flames, rdpes and murders, ‘which too often-

L 1

mark the progrefs of conqueft, or the retrgat®
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of difappomnted rage, May the Lord God
keep fuch miferies far from us! May we never
have to fay, As we have heard, fo we have
feen. But there 15 a temper and {pirit tob pre-
valent among(t us, which calls for humiliation:
A thirft of revenge, an eagernefs for war, as
affording opportunity for pillage and plunder,
and an mdifference to the diftrefles of our fel-
low creatures, more anfwerable to the 1dea we
form of the favages in America, than to that
of a civilized and chriftian people.

I we confider the nation with a more par-
ticular refpect to the profefiion of religion
amongft us, the profpe@ 15 equally dark.
Though the articles and liturgy, which are
ftill retained as a pubhc ftandard, exprefs the
do@rines and Ipirit of the reformation, the
truths upon which they are founded are funk
mto difrepute.  They are heard from few
pulpits, they are to be met with in few books
of modern divinity. The minifters who
have courage to preach agreeably to their re-
quired fublcriptions are difcountenanced and
flighted, 1f not openly oppofed. In a word,
the gofpel of Chrilt, the truth as it is in Je-
fus, 15 little. known amongft us, and where 1t
15 publifhed, 1s rejected by a great majority of
every rank. Yet, by the mercy of God, it has
been confiderably revived and fpread amongit
us of late years, and (1 hope) 1s ftill fpread-
ing. There 1s a remnant amongft us who
figh and mourn for the abominations of the

times, .and have a hpmble and awful fenfe ﬁf |
| - the
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the judgments of God declared againft fin.
They fee black clouds gathering apace around
us, and their hearts tremble at the - apprehen-
fion of what he may juftly infi& upon fucha
nation as this, But even among the people
of different denominations who profefs the
truth there 1s much to he lamented, Alas !
What f{inful conformity to the world! What
coldnefs and indifference where we ought to
be warm, and what unchriftian heat and
fiercenefs in enfarcing or exploding lefler dif-
ferences in fentiment or in modes of worfhip.
May we not fear left for the abatement of
chriftian love, the violence of party-fpirit,
and the abufe of religious liberty, the Lord
thould vifit his profefling people with a rod,
even tho' he were fhll to exercife patience to-
wards the nation at large?

Let us then, having premifed this brief but
awful delineation of our prefent ftate, proceed
to confider, |

II. What we have juft reafon to exped, if
the Lord thould fpeak to us in his difpleafure,
and avenge himfelf of fucha nation as this?
Two obvious topics offer themfelves to affift
our enquiries.

1. What we learn from {cripture, and from
general hiftory, of God's ufual methods 1n the
government of the world. He avenged him-
felf on the old world dy a deluge; on Sodom
and Gomorrab, by fire from heaven. . Where

are now the mighty empires which .once ex-
tended aver a great part of -the earth? The

Affyrian,



( 24 )

Affyrian, Perfian, Macedomian, and Roman go-
vernments, arofe and pertthed in {ucceflion.
What were Cyrus, Alexander, and other con-
querors, whofe vitories decided the fate of
nations, but inftruments of divine vengeance?
The fins of the people againft whom they went,
and a fecret commiflion from the Lord of
hofts, direted their march, and enfured their
fuccefs. He has appointed a day when he
will judge the world 1n righteoufnefs, but the
award of that final tribunal will be perfonal,
to each one according to his works, Commu-
nities, as fuch, in their collective capacity, are
vifited and judged 1n the prefent hife.  And in
this refpuct, the fenpture confiders nations
as individuials :  Each having an infancy,
srowth, maturity and declenfion. Every fuc-
ceeding gencration accumulates the ftock of
national fin, and there 15 a meafure of ini-
quity which cletermings the period of king-
doms, ‘Till this mealure 15 filled up, the pa-
tience of God waits for them, but then pati
ence gives way ) vengance. -
Such has been his uniform procedure from
the earlieft times, of which either facred or
profane hiftory afiord us any information
and undoubtedly a Jay will come when .the
profperity of this natwon will ceafe. May it
be at a yet. very diftanct: period! But therg
are alarming fymptoms o” decay already vifible
upon us. . When Gad is e.xceedingly difpleaf-
ed with a people, it is not yeceflary in order

to their punithment that he fi.ould bury thlc;ri:l
| alive
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alive by an earthquake, or deftroy them by
lightning. If he only leave them to them-
felves, withdraw his bleffing from therr coun-
fels, and his reftraint from their paffions,
their ruin follows of courfe; according to the
neceflary order and conneftion of caufes and
effets. The deftruction of Ferufulem atfords
a {triking proof and illuftration of this remark.
Our Saviour foretold that the calamities of
that fiege would be greater and more aggra-
vated than had ever been known {rom the cre-
ation; and infidels mult confefs, that the rela-
tion of Fefephus, who was an eye-witnefs of
that cataltrophe, exhibits fuch feenes of diftrefs,
as cannot be paralleled 1n any other hiftory.
Yet the Roman armies, which were led on by
an 1nvifible hand to accomplifh the prediftion;
were not headed by a Nero, or a Calrgula, whole
favage difpofition and thirft of blood might
have prompted them to unrelenting flaughter ;
but by Tztus, who for his fingular moderation
and clemency, ottamed the title of, Delicia
humani generis, the friend and delight of man-
kind. He defired not their deftruction, hé
entreated them to have pity on themfelves ;
but in vam, they were judicially infatuated,
and devoted to rum. 1f God gives up a peo=
ple to the way of their own hearts, they will,
-they muft perifh. When a general corruption
of morals takes place, when private intereft
extinguithes all fenfe of public virtue, when a
profligate and vénal fpirit hds infeCted every
rank and order of the ftate, when prefumptu-

D Ous
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ous fecurity and diffipation encreafe, in pro
portion as danger appioaches; when, after re-
peated difappointments, contempt of God and
vain confidence  imagined refources of theiy
own, grow bolder and ftronger; then there
1s reafon to fear, that the [entence 1is already
gone forth, and that the execution of it 1s ag
hand. :

2. The progrefs of our public affairs for
fome years paft, too evidently confirms thefg
general principles, brings the application bome
to ourfelves, and loudly warns us what we aig
yet to expect, if we perfift 10 haidening our-
felves againft the Lord. How rapid the changg
we have feen [ From what {mall beginningsto
what extenfivg confequences ! The cloud which
now overfpreads the heavens with blacknefs,
was not Jong fince no larger than a man’s
hand. I {uppofe none who were actively con-
cerned 10 our public commotions during their
eatly flage, had the leaft apprehenfion that
things would have proceeded to fuch calami.
tous and diffufive extremities, But fin abound-
ed, and the Lord was difpleafed. Thus we
may ealily account for every miftake and mif-
carriage; for the firft nfe, and the long conti-
nuance of the war. The conne¢tion bgtween
us .and the Americans was too nearly founded
in relation, too clofely cemented by mutual
intereft, to be fo-fuddenly broken, if their fins
and ours had not concurred 1n operation to
buing diftrels both upon them and us. _ After
a great expence of treafure and blood, inftead

of
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@f the re-union we hoped for, we have been
{ucceflively mvolved in war with France, Spain,
and Holland. And 1t 1s poflible, that every
power 1 Eurgpe, either is, or foon will be,
openly ‘or fecretly agamf’c us. Nor can I

omit, upon this occafion, the unprecedented
violence of the late dreadiul hurricanes in the
Wt Indies. Tho' infidels and petty-reafone:s
will doubtlefs labour to perfuade themfelves.
that they proceeded merely from nataral cauf-
es, chriftians, 1 truft, will acknowledge tle
voice of God {peaking, and fpeaking to us out
of the whulwind. It is true, he{pokeby them
to our enemies likewife, ;for the llkemfe are
finneis. May both they and we be humbled
‘before him, a_zd learn, that as fin inttigates
and arms us to deftroy each other, fo when
he is pleafed to take the work into his own
..lands, Le can firike (uch 2 blow, as fhall for
the time {ufpend our feeble hoftilities, and by
mvolving us i1 a common calamxty, make A1S,
notwithfanding our enmity, the obje@s of
mutgal commlferatlom The Lord's hand 15
Jiffed up *: this part of an ancient prophecy
15 fulfilled 10 our view ; the next claunfe, Thy
will not fee, 15, alas! fulfilled likewife, by tle
amazing infenfibility and infatuation which
ftill prevails among us: It follows, But they
JShall fit. . What il greater evils may overtake
'us, before this claule alfo is accomplifhed to
the glory of God and eur due humiliation, who
can fay? Alas! who ‘that loves his country,

* Ifa, xxwi. 11,

D2 but
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but muft tremble at the pro/peds of the judg-
ments yet impending over us, if he (hould fhll
proceed to plead his own caufe, till he is fully
avenged on fuch a nation as this! To relieve

my thoughts, I'gladly halten to enquire,

HI. Whether there be any hope that fuch

a Nation as this may yet efcape deferved ruin;
and if there be, in what way this mercy is to
be fought and expected? I confels I have lit-
tle hopes of it but upon one or the other of
the following {uppofitions. S
1. If the Lord be gracioufly pleafed to fuc-
ceed the profeffed defign of this day’s fervice,
and to put forth that power which accompa-
nied his meflage by Fonab to Nineveh, fo that
a general {pirit of repentance and humiliation
may fpread throughout the land~-If he bow
the hearts of both rulers and people, to con-
fels and forfake thole fins which have awak-
ened his difplealure—If the laws which con-
cern his honour, will; and worlhip, be {peedi-
ly and impartially enforced; and profanenefs and
immorality dilcountenanced and fupprefied —
If; inftead of trufting in fleets and armies, we
acknowledge the Lord of hofts, and look up
to hum for a blefling—If men * fearing God
and hating covetoufnefs are raifed up to affift
n our councils, and to ftand forth in their
country’s caufe ; men, who will rely on his
guidance and protection and difdain the” little
arts and intrigues, on'which alone {hort-fighted
o poll-

. ®* Exodus xviil. 21,



( 29 )

politicians depend for the fuccefs of their mea-
fures. Should 1 live to fee fuch a happy nter-
nal change, I fhould hope that notwith{tand-
ing our great provocations, the Lord whole
mercies are 1nfinite, would be yet intreated for
us. That he would turn from the fiercenefs
of his anger, maintain our tranquility at home,
and, by his wildom and his influence over the
hearts of men, put an honourable and fats-
fattory end to the unhappy war 1 which we
are engaged.

2. However the bulk of the nation may
determine, 1f the remnant who know his name
and have tafted of his love, thould be deeply
impreffed with a concern for his glory, and
forfaking their little ammofities and party-
mterefts, {hould unite in application to the
throne of grace, and be found in thofe duties
and practices which their profeflion of the
gofpel, and the ftate of things around them
require, there is yet hopg For the prayers
of God's people have a powerful efficacy. The
holy and benevolent amportunity of Abrabam
would have prevailed 1n favour even of Sodom,
if ten gighteous perfons had been found in 1t 1
When Sennacherib invaded ‘fudea, had over-
run the greatet part of thecountry,andthought
Ferufalem would be an ealy conqueft: Heze-
kiah, theugh he took fuch precautions as pru-
dence fuggefted, did not defeat him by arms,
* but by prayer. In the prayers of true be-
Jievers 1s our beft vifible refource. Thefe are

" the

1 Gen, xvilL ® I, xadkvil,
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the chariots and horfemén of Ifrael. Uhnited
prayer, humiliation of heart, a mourning for
{in in fecret, and a faithful tetimony agamit
it in public, will more eflentially contribute to
the fafety and weifare of the nation, than all
our military preparations without them. We
boaft of our savy, and 1t has often proved by
the blefling of God our bulwark. Bur how
eafily can he who walketh upon the wings of
the wind, dafh the beft appointed fleet to pieces
aganft the rocks, or fink it hke lead in the
mighty waters!  We boalt of our troops, but
he can ealily cut them off with ficknels; give
them up to a fpuit of difcord, or imprefs them
with a fudden 1ervor, fo that the ftoutett hearts
thall tremble, and the mighty warriors turn
pale and drop their weapens! A thoufand
unforefeen events and contingencies are al-
- ways at his du{pofal, to blaft and difappeint
the belt concerted enterprizes ; fer that the
race is not neceffagly fure to ¥ the fwift, nor
the batde to thie frong, is not only afferted in
the fcripture, but confirmed by the experience
and obfervation of all ages. But his people
aie precious i kis fight, and their prayers he
will hear. Unknown and- unnoticed as they
~arg 0 the world; be highly values them. He
has redeemed them by hisblood. e, inha-
bits them by his Spirit.  He has prepared hea-
ved for them, and the earth 1t{élf is continued
for their fakes, and {hall be deftroyed -when
they are all removed from it. They are the
* Pl sxxiite 39, 37, Eooles, ix. 12,
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hight, the * {alt, the {trength, and the fafety
ot the nations among which they are difperfed.
Except the Lord of bofts had lett a fmall rem-
nant - of theeamong us, we fhouid long ago
have been as S«domn, and made hike unto Gomor-
rob. To his attention to fiezr prayers and
concerns, 1 doubt not the prefervation of this
cty at the time of thie late horrible riots may
be afcribed. 1 with 1 could now recal to your
minds, the emotions which fome of you then
felt, when your countenances bore a ftrong
impreflion of yeur mward anxiety. Thole
tertors came upon you unexpectedly, and
though they are forgotten by too many, fcenes
equally difhe(ling may prefent themfelves be-
fore you are aware. O may he m mercy
animate this remmant, now to ftand in the
breach as one man, and to wreftle for a finful
land. Then we may at leaft aile to the hope
of the Nincwvrtes, Who can tell but the Lord
may turn from his fierce anger, that we pe-
rifh not § ?

Let me now clofe with an addrefs,

1. To fuch of you in this aflembly as fear
the Lord. A part of you are a poor and afflicted
people, and by your obicure htuation 1n life,
are precluded from a very diftin& knowledge
of the caules, the prefent efieCts, and pollibte
confequences of the war.  You liveina happy
ignorance of what pafles 1 the worldy and
take no part in the difputes, whic‘h{ in many
places, enfnare and embitter the fpinis even of

_ pro-
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profeffors of the gofpel.  Your principles in-
fpire you with.{fentiménts of duty to govern-
ment, with the love of peace, and with a juft
fenfe of the value of your privileges, civil and
religious. But tho’ you are poor, and can
ferve your country m no other way, you may
ferve 1t effeCtnally by your prayers.” You have
accefs to the throne of grace. Intercede there-
fore for-a land that heth m wickednefs, be
concernéd for the honor of lus name, for the
blindnefs and mifery around vou. It may be
the Lord will be entreated of you. and for
your fakes, and the fake of fuch as you, com-
mand thedeltroying angel to ftay his hand.

Thofe of you who have bgtter opporfunity
of knowing the ftate of our public affairs, have
likewife a more extenfive {phere of fervice.
You will, 1 hope, 1mprove your influence in
your families and connetions, and, by your
advice and example, endeavdur fo awaken all
with whom you converfe o join 1n promoting
the defign of this day’s fervice. 1 call upon
all who have ears to hear, and eyés to fee the
voice and the hand of the Lord, the rich and
the poor, the young and the aged, to be faith-
ful, circumipett, and zealous 1n your feveral
ftations. | - |

-Should wrath be decreed, andthere be 1io
refnedy, at leaft you thall prevail for yourfelves,
You fhall know thagthe Lord whom yol ferve
is a ftrong-hold in the day of troublé, and is
mindful *bfg them who put their fraft in hin.

- You
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You can hardly be tao much alarined for thé
nation, but for yourfelves you have no juft
caufe of fear. We are commiffioned to fay to
the * righteous, It {hall be well with him. The
Saviour to whom yeu have fled for refuge has
all power in heaven and earth. He will keep
you as the apple of his eye, and hide you un-
der the fhadow of his wings. He can fcreen
you from evil, tho' thoufands and ten thou-
fands fhould fuffer and fall arouad you. Or
if he appoints you a thare in fuffering, .he will
be with you to {upport and comfort you, and
to fanhify all your troubles. His word to- you
is, When you hear of wars and rumors of
wars fee that - ye be not troubled. Fear not
them who, at the molt, can but kill the body:
The light of his countenance 1s {ufficient to
chear you in the darkeft hour, and your beft
intereft, your everlafting inheritance is fafe
beyond the reach of enemies, 1n a kingdem
(how unbke the kingdoms of the eartl!)
which cannot be fhaken. Your life 1s hid
with Chrift in God ; and || when Chnift, who 1s
your life, (hall appear, then ihall you alfo ap-
pear with him in glory. Thither neither fin
nor forrow fhall be able to follow you. Then
your fun fhall go down no more, . and the days
of your mourning fhall be ended. In patience
therefore poflefs your fouls. Be not moved
by appearances, but remember all your con-
cerns are in the hands of him who loved you,
- E and

* [fa. 11, 10. + Matt, xxiv. G. 1 Heb, xui, 28,
| Col, iii. 3, 4.
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apd gave himfelf for you. Let thofe whe
know him not tremble when he arifeth to jiidg-
ment and to fhake terribly the earth ; but do
you fanctify the Lord God * in your hearts,
make him your fear and your dread, and he
~ fhall be to you for 2 fan&uary; and in a lit-
tle time he will come to reccive you to him/elf,
and to wipe all tears from your eyes,

2. But what can I fay to the reft of the con-
gregation. 'Tho’ we are all met in the fame
place, and outwardly engaged in the fame
{ervice, {o that, to the eye of man, we may
appear as one people, animated with one and
the fame defires, the eye of the fearcher of
hearts fees and notices a real and impditant

~diftin@ion amongft us. He draws with infal-
lible certainty the line of feparation.” He
knows who are truly on his fide, whofe hearis
+f are tender, who are afraid of his judgments,
and are mourning for their own fins, and the
fins of the nation. And he knows and fees
that too many here, have neither his fear nor
his love abiding in them. You may comply
with an outward form, and abftain from a
meal, but you neither abftain from fin, ror
defire todo fo. To-day you look ferious, and
by your prefence feem to affent to the confel-
- fions which have been made, and the prayers
- which have been offered in your hearing. To-
morrow, I fear, will fhew that all your fem-
blance of ferioufnels was but hypocrify ; l9111111
] tnat,

® Ifa, viii, 13, 14, + 2 Chron, xxxiv, 27,
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that, tho’ you drew nigh to God with your #
lips, your hearts were far from him. But be
not deceived, God will not be mocked. You
have contributed largely to fwell the meafure
of our national fin; herein you have been
hearty and perfevering. Do not think that
the lip-fervice of a fingle day will make any
alteration either in your {tate or in your guilt.
Rather that pretended humihation, by which
you ad towards God asif you thought - he was
altogether fuch a one as yourfelves, 1s an ag-
gravation of your wickednefs, and no better
than affronting him to his face. Yet I am
glad of an opportunity of fpeaking to you.
Ol.! that I could prevail on you to feek hum in
carneft, while he is to be found. You cannot
ferve, ar love, or truft him, unlefs you be born
again. But Jefus is exalted to produce this
change 1n the heart of a finner, by the power
of his holy Spirit, and to give faith, repentance
and remiffion of fins. Could I convince you
of this, the reft would be eafy. Then, feehng
your wants and mifery, you would aftk mercy
of him, and afking you would furely receive;
for he has faid, Him that cometh unto me, 1
will 1 in no wife caft out. O Lord, do thou
convince them by thine own power! Open
the blind eyes, unftop the deaf ears, and turn
~ the ftony heart into flefh.

Till this be done, youare neither fit to live,

~por.fit to die. What will you do in a day of
public

L! Mark viii, 6. + 7L L 214 IJohn Vi, 37
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public: calamity. Thould you live to fee it, if
you {hould be defpoiled of your earthly com-
forts, and have no fhate in the confolation of
thé pofpel? But fhould the Lord anfwet-
prayer and prolong our national profperity;
ftill you muft be rumed unlefs you dre faved
by gracg. For what will you do 1n the hour
of death? This 1s inevitable, and. may, for
ought you know; be very near. If 1 could
afluié you of peace and wealth for the term
of a long life, ftill without the peace of God,
and an 1ntereft in'the @nfearchable riches of
Chrift, you muft be miferable at the laft; and
li¢ down in forrow.

But O that we may rather with one con-
fenit, fearch and try our ways, dnd turn to the
Lord from whom we have fo greatly revolted.
To0.us indeed belongeth thame and confufion
of face, but to the Lord our God belong mer-
cies and forgivenefles though we have rebelled
againft him.
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