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A

SERMON, &

Jonanm 11 g,
Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn
away from his fierce anger, that we perifh wot 2

HO‘:V oreat 1s the power of God, over the
hearts of man! Nineveh was the capital of a
powerful empire. The inhabitants were heathens.
The many prophets who, during a long {eries of
years, had {poken in the name of the Lord to his
profefled people of Judah and Ilrael, had {poken
almoft in vain. The meflengers were often mock-
ed, and their meffage defpifed. The inhabitants of
Nineveh, it 1s probable, had never {een a true pro-
phet till Jonah was fent to them. If they had rea-
foned on his prediction, they might have thought
it very improbable, that a great city, the head of a
great kingdom, and in a time of peace, could be in
danger of an overthrow, within forty days. But it
1s {aid, they believed God *.  'The awful denunciation,
made a general, a umverfal impreflion. The king
arofe from his throne, laid afide his robes, cover-
ed himfelf with fackcloth, and fat in athes, A
fudden ceflation, of bufinefs and of pleafure, took
place; he proclaimed a ftrict faft, the rigoyr of
which was extended even to the cattle. His {ub-
jects readily complied, and unanimoufly concurred
in crying for mercy. Though they had no encou-
ragement but a peradventure, who can tell if God

* Ver. ¢. .
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wiil turn and repent, and tuin from the flercenef
of his anger, that we perith not ?

It appears from this, and other paffages of
{cripture, that the moft exprefs declarations of God’s
difpleafure agamnft finners, ftill afford ground and
room for repentance. Thus in the prophecy of
Ezckiel, when [ ay unto the wicked, thou fhalt
{urely die *; it he twmn from his fin, and do that
which 15 lawful and righe, he fhall furelv Live, he
fhall not die.  And, again, in the prophecy of
Jeremtah §, at what inftznt T {hall fpeak concern-
Ing a nation, and concerning a kingdom to deftroy
1t; 1f that nation againft whom [ have pronounced,
tarn from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil that
I thought to do unto them. The Lord God
fpeaks to us by his worl, in plin and popular
language, He condefcends to our feeble appre-
henfions.  God carnor repentd, he is of one
mind, who can turn him? Yer when aBidive
providences lead men to 2 fenfe of their fins, 1o an
acknowledoment of their demerits, and excite 2
folrit of humiliation, repentance and prayer, he
often mercifully changes his difpenfations, and
averts from them, the impending evil,  Such was
the effelt of Jonah's micilage to the Ninevites.
The people humbled themfves, anc repented of
their wickednefs; and God fufpended the exccution
of the fentence, which he hud pronounced againft
them.

My brethren, may we not fear, that the men of
Nineveh will nife up 1n judgment § azainit us, and
cordemn us, 1f we do not insitate their example,
and humble ourfeives before God? They re-
pented at the preaching of'jonahl and immediately,

. T ,
Ezekiel SAXBL 14, 15, 4 Jeremiah xviii. 17, 18.
3 Numb, xxiii, 1¢,  jou. ¥xiii. 13, § Matt, xin 41.

on



(5 )
oh théir firft hearing him: and they fought for
mercy upon a peradventure, when théy could fay
no more, than, Who can tell, whether there may be
the leaft room to hope for it, after what the prophet
has fo folemnly declared ?

God does not {peak to tis, by the audible voice
of an infpired prophet, nor 1s it neceflary. We
know, or may know from his written word, that, it
fhall be well with the tiohteous *, and {ll with the
wicked. The appearance of an angel from Heaven,
could add nothing to the certainty of the declara-
tions he has already put into our hands. He has
hikewife raifed up, and perpetuated a fucceffion of
his minifters, to enforce the warnings he has given
us 1n the Scripture; to remind us of our fins, and
the fure and dreadful confequences, if we perfift in
them. Nor are we left at an uncertainty as to the
event, 1f we humbly confefs them, and implore for-
oivenefs, in the way which he has prefcribed; The
Golpel, the glorious Gofpel of the blefled God, is
preached unto us.  Jefus Chrift as crucified + 1s fet
forth amongft us. His bluod cleanfeth from all
fin; and they who believe in him are freed from
condemnation, and completely juftified. They have
alfo free accefs to a throne of grace, and like Ifrael
they have power I, by prayer, to prevail with God
and with man. And fhall it be faid of any of us,
that the Lord gave us {pace to repent, and invited
us to repentance, and we § repented not? May his
mercy forbid 1t !

He now fpeaks to us by his Providence. His
yudgments are abroad inthe earth; and it behoves
us to learn righteoufnefs . His hand is lifted up,

* Ifa. 1. 10,110+ Gal, 11t 1. 1 John 1. 7, Rom. vill, 1.
A&s xiit. 39, 1 Gen, xxxi. 28, § Rev, il 21,

I Ha, xxvi, 9. 11,
A 2 and
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and if any are fo carelefs, or obftinate, that they
will not fee, yet, fooner or later, they mmn/f, they
fhall fee.  The great God has a controverly with
the pottherds of the earth. The point to be de-
cided between him, and many abroad, and, 1 fear,
too many at home, is, whether he be the governor
of the carth, or not? His own people, to whom
his name and glory are dear, will hold all inferior
concernments 1n fubordination to this,  If there be
no other alternative, mifery and havock muft fpread,
men muft pertth by millions, yea the frame of na-
ture muft be difiolved, rather than God be ditho-
noured and defied with 1mpunity. But he will
furely plead and gamn lus own caufe, and either in
a way of judgment or of mercy all men fhall know
that he 1s the Lord. T believe there 1s no expref-
flon 1 the old teftament {o frequently repeated as
this, Ye, or they fhall know that I am the Lord!
Hath he faid 1t, and fhall he not make it good *?

The rivers of human blood, and all the calami-
ties and horrors which overfpread a great part of
the Continent, the diftant report of which, is fuffi-
cient to maie our ears tingle ; are all to be aferibed
to this caufe. God is not acknowledaed, yea, in
fome places, he has been formally difowned and
renounced.  Therefore men are left to themfelves,
their furtous paflions are unchained, and they are
oven up, without reftraint, to the way of their
own hearts, A more dreadful judement than this,
cannot be mflicted on this fide of hell.

And though we are il favoured with peace at
home, the dreadful florm is at no creat diftance ;
it feems moving our way, and we have reafon to
fear 1t may burfi upon us.  but I would be thank-

ful for the appointment of this day; for I fhould

* Ezekiel pafiim,
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think the profpe@ dark indeed, if I did not rely

on the Lord’s gracious attention to the united
prayers of thofe who fear and tiuft him; and who
know it 15 ¢qually ealy to him, either to fave, or
to deftroy, by many or by * few, Our fleets and
armics may be well appointed, and well com-
manded ; but withour his bleffing upon our coun-
cils and enterprizes, they will be unable to defend
vus., e can take wildom from the wife, and
courage from the bold, in the moment when they
are moit needful. He can difable our forces by
ficknefs or diflenflon. And by his mighty wind,
he can dath our (hips to pieces againft the rocks,
againft each other, or fink them as lead in the
mighty waters. Who 1s he that { faith, and it
cometh to pafs, if the Lord commandeth not?

Our Lord and Saviour, when ipeaking of the
eightecn upon whom the tower of Siloam fell and
flew them, faid to the Jews, Think ye that thefe men
were finners, 2bove all that dwelt in Jerufalem, be-
caufe they fuffered fuch things? I tell you §, Nay,
but except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife perith.
May the application of thefe words fink deeply
into our hearts! It will not become us to fay,
either to God or man, that we have indeed finned,
but there are greater finners than ourfelves. Itis
true the French Convention, and many others who
are infatuated by the fame {pirit, have exceeded
the ordinary ftandard of human unpiety and cruelty.
But I hope there are multitudes in that nation,
who though they are overawed by their oppreflors,
and dare not {peak their {fentiments, yet are mourn-
ing in fecrefy and filence for the abominations,
which they cannot prevent.  But the French have
not finned againft fuch advanmages as we poflefs.

" * 1 Sam. xiv, 0. + Lam,. iil. 27, i Luke xnl 4,
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They were long the {laves of arbitrary power, and
the dupes of fuperftition; and of late they have
been the dupes of madmen affuming the name of
philofophers. We, on the contrary, were born
and educated in a Jand, diftinguifhed from all the
nations of the earth, by the eminent degree In
which we enjoy civil and religious liberty, and the
light of gofpel truth,  Thefe privileges exceedingly
ageravate our fins; and no juit comparifon, In
this refpect, can be formed between us, and other
nations, until we can find a people, who have
been equally favoured, and for an equal fpace of
time, by the providence of God, and have like-
wile equalled us, in difobedience and ingratitude,

The moft dreadful enormities committed 1n
France, are no more than fpecimens of what hu-
man depravity is eapable, when circumitances ad-
mit of its full exertion, and when the ufual boun-
daries and reftrictions, neceflary to the peace and
welfare of civil focicty, are judicially removed.
The influence of daring mnfidelity and profligate
example, aided by the peculiar ftate of thetr public
affairs, have broken, in many inftances, the firongeft
ties of {ocial and relative life, and extinguifhed the
common feelings of humanity.

Yet the unhappy French, though our inveterate
enemies, are not the proper objetts of our hatred,
or our fcorn; but rather of our pity. They know
not what they do. Let us pray for them. Who
can tell, but God, to whom all things are poffible,
and whofe mercies arc higher than the heavens,
may give them alfo repentance ! And let us pray
for ourfelves, that we may be inftru&ted and warned
by their hiftory; for by nature, we are no better
than they.

I. Butit is time to attend more immediately to our

own concerns, The profcﬂ%d purpofe of our meet-
X ing
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ing to-day, is to humble ourfelves before Almighéy
God, and to fend up our prayers and {upplications
to the Divine Majefty, for obtaining pardon of our
fins, and for averting thofe heavy judgments which
our manifold provocations have moft juftly de-
ferved ; and imploring his blefling and affiftance on
the arms of his Majefty by fea and land, and for
reftoring and perpetuating peace, fafety, and pro-
{perity to himfelf, and to his kingdoms *. T hope
thefe expreflions accord with the language and de-
fire of our hearts.

And now-—oh! for a glance of what Ifaiah faw,
and has defcribed §! Oh! that we, by the power
of that faith which is the evidence of things usfeen,
could behold the glory of the Lord filling this
houfe; that we could realize the prefence, and
the attitude of his attendant angels! They cover
their faces, and their feet with their wings, as ovér-
powered by the beams of lis majeity, and con-
{cious, 1f not of defilement like us, yet of unavoid-
able inabilitv as creatures, to render him the whole
of that praife and homage, which are jullly dua
to him. Oh, that by faith, we couid enter ims
the {pirit of their afcription, Holy, hely, holy, is
the Lord of hefts, the whole earth 15 filled with
his glory ! If we were all thus affelted, as the
prophet was, furcly, each one for him{elf would
adopt the prophet’s language.  Or if a comfortable
hope in the goipel prevented us from crying our,
Wo is me, [ am undone I—We fhould at leaft fay
(the Hebrew word might be fo rendered) 1 am
filenced, I am flruck dumb! I am overwhelmed
with confufion and fhame; for I am a man of un-
clean lips myfelf, and I dwell in the midt of a peo-

* Title page of the appointed form of Prayer,
+ Ha, vi,
ple
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ple of unclean lips, for mine cyes have fcen the
king, the Lord of hofts.

If we have a degree of this 1mpreflion, we {hall
not be at leifure to perplex ourfelves concerning
men or meafures, the fecond caules, or immediate
inftruments of our calamities. The evil of fin,
contrafted with the holinefs, and glory of God, will
engrofs our thoughts. And we fhali afcribe all
the troubles we either feel or fear, to our own fins,
and the fins of thole among whom we dwell.

1. Let us firft, look at homc,, J am a man of un-
clean lips. T am a finner. This confeflion fuits
us all ; and is readily made by all who know them-
felves. A perfon aporoaching London from the
neighbouring hills, ufvally {ees 1t obfcured by a
cloud of {moke. This cloud 1s the agercoate of
the {moke, to which every houle furnifbes its re-
fpective quota, It i1s no unfic emblem of the fin,
and the mifery, which abound m this great metro-
polis.  The Lord faud of the Amomes at a cer-
tan period, Their miquity is not * yet full : I hove
the meafure of our 1mguity s not yet full; buc 1t
15 filling every dav, ond we arce all LLJ}' CoNll-
buting to fill it.  L'rue believers, though by grace
delivered from the reigning power { of fin, are
full fnners.  In muany things we coffend all in
thought, word, and deed. Ve are now calied upon
to humble ourfelves before God, for the tins of our

ienorance, and for the more aooravarad fins we

have comiiteed againit Lghr, and experience—for

thofe perfonal fins, the ILC(}ld of which is only
known to God and our conlciences—ifer the de-
fects and defilenrenis of our beft {ervices —-101 our
great and manifold failures 1n the difcharge of our

relative  duties, as parents,  childien, huimn.ﬁa_,

¥ Gen. xv, 14,

+ Rom. vi. 1.
N
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wives, mafters or fervants, and as members of the
community. Our dulnefs in the ways of God, our
alertnefs in the purfuir of our own will and way ;
our ind:fference to what concerns his glory, com-
pared with the quicknels of our apprehenfions,
when our own temporal interefts are aflctled; are
fo many proofs of our ingratitude and depravity.
The fins of the Lord’s own people aré {o mahny,
and fo heightened by the confideration of his known
goodnefs, that if he was to enter into judgment
with them only, they could offer no other plea than
that which he has mercifully provided for them; if
thou, Lord, thouldft mark iniquity *, O Lord, who
could ftand? but there is forgivenefs with thee, that
thod mayft be feared.

2. It is eafy to declaim againft the wickednefs of
the times. But only they who are duly afiected
with the multitude and magnitude of their own
fins, can be competent judges of what the pro-
phet meant, or felt, when he faid, I dwell in the
midft of a people of unciean lips. We ought to e
no lefs concerned (though in a difterent ianner)
for the fins of thofe among whom we dwell, than
for our own. We fall le {o, if with the eyes of
our mind we behold the King, the Lord of hofts.
Becaufe his glory, which fhould be the deareft ob-
16t to our hearts, 1s difhoncured by them,

[ think, this nation may be confidered as the
Ifrael of the New Teftament; both with refpe& of
his goodnefs to us, and our perverfe returns to
him. He has been pleafed to {eleét us, as a pecu-
lar people, and to fhew amongft us, {uch ‘inftances
of his proteion, his favour, his grace, and his
patience, as cannot be paralicled in the annals of any
other nation,

* PLL c¥xx. 3, 4o .
We
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We have no certain account when the name of
Jefus the Saviour, was firft known in this ifland;
it was probably at an early period of the Chnftian
zta. But we do know, that after the long dark
night of fuperftiion and ignorance, which covered
Chriftendom for many ages; the dawn of return-
ing golpel hght, was firft feen amongft us. Krom
the time of Wickliff, tl. ¢ morning-ftar of the Re-
formation, the true gofpel has been known,
preached, received, and perpetuated to this day.
There have been times, when they who loved this
gofpel, have fuffered for it. They were preferved
faithful, in defiance of ftripes, fines, imprifonment,
and death 1tfelf. But thole times are patt. We
enjoy not only light, but liberty, and the rights of
conicience and private judgment, in a degree, till of
late, unknown.

We have likewife been long favoured with peace,
though often principals 1n wars, which have been
very calamitous, both to our enemies, and to the
nations which have taken part in our affairs. Our
inteftine broils ar different times, have contributed
to form and eftablith our prefent happy conftitu-
tion. We breathe the air of civil liberty. Our in-
{ular fituation, and nas 1l force, by the blefling of
God, have preferved us from foreign invafions ; and
when fuch have been attempted, the winds and
feas have often fought our battles. Our wide
Ipreading and flourithing commerce, has raifed us
to a pitch of opulence, which excites the admira-
tion and envy of other nations. Great Britain and
Ireland appear but as- fmall fpots upon a globe or
map, but our interefts and influence, extend, in
every direction, to the uttermoft parts of the earth.

Will not the Lord’s words to Ifrael, apply with
equal propriety to us? What could have been
done to my vineyard, that I have not done ?

Wherefore
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Wherefore *-when I looked for grapes, brought it
forth wild grapes ?

How is the blefled gofpel improved among us?
This would be a heavy day to me, if Idid not
beiieve, and know, that there are thofe among our
various denominations, who prize and adorn it
It thefe could be all aflembled in one place, 1 hope
they would be found a very confiderable number:
and for their fakes, and in anfwer to their prayers,
I humbly truft that mercy will ftill be afforded to
us, But compared with the multtudes who re-
ject, delpife or dithonour it, I fear they are very
few. Too many hate 1t with a bitter hatred, and
exert all their influence to oppofe and fupprefs it.
The great doctrines of the Reformation are treated
with contempt; and both they who preach and they
who efpoufe them, are confidered as vifionaries or
hypocrites, knaves or fools. The gofpel of God
1s {hunned as a peftilence, or complained of as'a
burden, almoft wherever it1s known.

Wifdom is indeed juftified by all her children .
The gofpel 1s the power of God to the falvation
of them that beleve. It recalls them from error,
from wickednefs, and from mifery, guides their feet
to the ways of peace, and teaches them to live fo-
berly, righteoufly, and godly in 1 the world. Butin
the number of thofe who profefs to receive it, there
are too many, who confirm and increafe the pre-
judices of thofe who fpeak againft what they knew
not. Alas! what extravagant opinions, what fierce
diffenfions, what loofe converfation, what open
offences, may be found amongft many who would
be thought profeflors of that gofpel which only
breathes the {pirit of holinefs, love, and peace !

* I, v, 4. + Luke vii. 35, Rom. i 16.
] Tatus it 12,
What



( 14 )

What then muft be the fiate of thofe who-
avowedly live without God in the world? I need
not cnlarge upon this painful, fubjedt, which forces
itfelf upon the mind, [ we only walk the {treets,
or look into the newlpapers. It is not necehary
to inform my hearers, thar infidelity, licentioufnefs,
perjury, profancnels, the neglect and contempt of
God’s fabbaths and worfhip, abound. The laws
of God, and the laws of the land, o far as their
object is to enforce the oblervance of his com-
mands, are openly and cuitomarily violated, 1n
every rank of Lfe. In a day, when the Lord of
hofts calls to weeping * and mowrning; thoughtlefs
fecurity, diffipation and rior, are the charaéteriftics
of our national fpuit.  The lofs of public fpint, and
that 1mpatience of fubordination, {o generally ob-
fervable, fo widely diffu'cd, which are the confe-
quences of our fins agamft God; are, in them-
{cives, moral caules fufficient to ruin the nation,
unlefs his mercy interpofes 1 our behalf,

I fhould be inexcufable, confidering the fhare I
have formerly had in that urhappy bufinefs, if
upon this occafion, I fhouid omit to mention, the
African flave trade, Tdo not rank this amongft
our national fins; becaufe I hope and believe, a
very great majority of the nation, earncltly long for
is fuppreffion.  But, hitherto, petty and partial
mterefts, prevail againft the voice of juftice, hu-
manity, and truth.  This enormity, however, is not
fufficiently laid to heart.  If you are juftly thocked
by what you hear of the cruelties pradifed in
France; you would perhaps be thocked much
more, 1t you could fully conceive of the evils and
miferies, 1nfeparable from this traffic; which [ ap-
prehend, not from hearfay, but from my own ob-

* Ifa, xxii, 13, . |
ervation,
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fervation, are equal in atrocity, and perhaps fuperior
in number, in the courfe of a fingle year, to any
or all the worlt attions which have been known in
France, fince the commencement of their revolu-
tion. 'There 1s a cry of blood againft us; a cry ac-
cumulated by the acceflion of frefh victims, of
thoufands, of {ceres of thoufands, | had almoft
faid of hundreds of thoufands, irom year to year.

It is but a brief and faint outline I have at-
tempted to give of the prefent ftate of this nation,
in the ficht of Almighty God, and of the fins for
which we are this day aflembled to humble ourfelves
before him !

II. Have we not therefore caufe to fay, with the
Ninevites, who can tell ?—Is 1t not a peradven-
ture? Is there more than a pofiibility, that we may
yet obtain mercy ?

If our fins are no lefs numerous, no lefs of a
{carlet dye, than thofe of other nations; and ex-
ceedingly aggravated beyond theirs, by being com-
mitted againft clearer light, and the dlﬂmgmfhed
advantages we have long enjoyed If we have not
only tranfm ffed the Jows of God in common with
others, but dari nely trampled upon the gracious
tenders of bis forgivensfs, which he has long con-
tinved to propofe to us, with a ﬁequency and
energy almolt pecular to out {elves. If all the
day long he has ftretched out * his hands to a dif-
obedient and gainfaying people—and, hitherto, al-
moft in vain,—If neither the tokens of his difplea-
fure nor the declarations of his love, have made a
{uitable 1mpreflion upon our minds, who can tell
if he will yet be intreated? May we not fear, left
he fhould fay, My Spirit thall ftrive with them no
more, They are joined to their idols, let them

®* Rom, X. 21,
alone.
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alone*. When you {pread forth your hands, T wili
hide my face from you, when you make many
prayers, I will not hear ! |

Where are now the mighty empires, which were
once thought rooted and eftablithed as the ever-
Iafting mountatns 2 They have difappeared like
the mifts upon the mountain tops. Nothing of
them remains but their names. They perifhed,
and their + memorials have almoft venfhed with
them. The patience of God bore with them for a
time, and unul the purpofes, for which he raifed
them up, were anfwered ; but when the meafure of
their iniquity was full, they paflfed away, and were
difperfed, like foam upon the waters, What fe-
curlry have we from f{uch a caraftrophe? Or
what could we anfwer, if God fhould pur that quef-
tien to us, Shall not I vifit for thefe things I ?
Shall not my {oul be avenged on fuch a nation as
this?

Where are now the churches which once flou-
rithed 1 Greece, and in the Lefler Afla? When
the Apoftle Paul wrote to the former, and when
our Lord indited his epiitles to the latter, moft of
them were in a profperous flate.  If there ever was
a time when the commendations given to them,
were applicable to profeflors of the gofpel in our
land, I fear, we can hardiy claim them at prefent.
Can 1t be jultly faid of wus, that our faith and love
are every where {poken of §, and that we are ex-
amples to all that believe? That our works, and
lervice, and faith, and patience, are known, and the
Jaft to be more than the firft? Or rather, may it
not be faid of too many, that while they profefs to
beheve 1n God, 1n works they deny Him § >—That

* Hofea v, 17. I1. 1. 13, + Pf.ix. 6. t Jer.v, g
§ Rom. 1 8. 1 Thefl, 1, 7. Rev, i 14, N Tius 1. 106,
Revo ik 1,13, Rev. il 4

they
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they “are neither hot nor cold—That they have a
name to live and are dead—That they have, at
“leaft, forgotten their firft love? When thefe de-
fects and declenfions begzn to preval in the firft
churches, the Lord admonifhed and warned them,
but inftead of watching and repenting, they gra-
dually became more remifs. At length their glory
departed, and theiwr candlefticks were removed out
of their places, Many regions which once rejoiced
in the light of the gofpel, have been long over-
{pread with Mahomeddan darknefs; and the 1n-
habitants are wretched, ignorant {laves.

Let us not truft in outward privileges, nor reft in
a form of godlinefs deftitute of the power. It will
be in vain to fay, The temple of the Lord *, the
temple of the Lord are we, if the Lord of the
temple thould depart fromus.  When the Iraclites
were afraid of the Philiftines, they carried the ark
of the Lord with them to battle. But God dif-
appointed their vain confidence. He delivered
the + ark of his glory, into the hands of their ene-
mies ; to teach them, and to teach us, that formal
hypocritical worfhippers, have no good ground to
hope for his protection.

Alas? then, who can tell *—Appearances are
very dark at prefent. Befides what we may ex-
pect or fear from the rage and madnefs of our fo-
reign enemics; we have much to apprehend at
home. A f{pirit of difcord has gone forth.  Jethu-
run has waxed fat I, and kicked. Many Britons
feem weary of liberty, peace, and order. Our
happy conftitution, our mild government, our many
privileges, admired by other nations, are defpifed
and depreciated amongft ourfelves. And that not
only by the thoughtlefs and licentiou:, by thole

® Jerovil, 4o 1 Sam1vl 5onr. f Deut, xxxiil 13,
B who
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who having little to lofe, may promife themfelves
a pofiibility of gain, in a time of difturbance and
confufion; but they are abetted, and inftigated, by
perfons of fenfe, charatter, and even of rellmon |
fhould be quite at a lofs to account for tluq, if I
did not confider 1t, as a token of the Lord’s dif~
pleafure. ' When he withdraws his bleffing, no union
can long {ubfiit.
« Becaufe thou fervedft not the Lord thy God,
with joyfulnefs, and with gladnefs of heart, for
«« the abundance of all things*; thercfore fhalt
« thou ferve thine enemies, whom the Lord fhall
« {end aganft thee, 1 hunger and in thirft and in
« nakednefs, and in the want of all things.”  Thefe
werds of Mofes to rebellious Iirael, emphatically de-
fcribe the former and the prefent ftate of many of
the French natton, who have been defpoiled, infulted,
and glad 1f they could efcape (great numbers could
not {0 efcape) with the lofs of their all; and at the
peril of therr lives, to a more hofpitable fhore.
May their fufferings remind us of our deferts! Who
can tell if the Lerd may yet be merciful unto us,
and exemyt us from fimilar calamities !

[1I. But though we have much caufe to mourn for
our [ins, and humbly to deprecate deferved judg-

ments; let us not defpond. The Lord our God
1s a merciful God! Who can tell but he may

repent, and turn from the fiercenefs of his anger,

that we perith not.  If the profefied bufinefs of
this day, be not confined to a day, but, if by his
blefling, it may produce repentance not to be re-
pentf:d of, then 7 am waranted to tell yon, from
his word, that there 18 yet hope.  You that tremble
for the ark, for the caule of God, whofe eves affed

44

® Dewt, sxinn 47, 48,
YOLY
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your hearts, who grieve for fin, and for the
miferics which fin has multiplied upon the earth ;
take courage. Let the hearts of the wicked fhake,
like the leaves of the * trees when agitated by a
ftorm; but be not you like them. The Lord
God is your refuge and ftrength §, your refting
place, and your hiding place; under the fhadow of
his wings you fhall be fafe.

. He who loved you, and died for your fins, is
the Lord of glory. All power in heaven, and in
earth T is committed unto him. The Lord reigneth
Ict the earth be never fo unquict. All creatures
are inftruments "of his will.  The wrath of man,
fo far as it 1s permitted to act, fhall praife him,
fhall be made fubfervient to the accomplithment
of his great defigns; and the remainder of that
wrath, all their projetted viclence, which does not
coincide with his wife and comprehenfive plan, he
will reftrain.  In vain they rage and frer, and
threaten. ‘They aét under a {ecret commifiion, and
can do no more than he permits them, If they
attempt 1, he has a hook and a bridle in their
mouths §.  When the enemies would come in like
2 flood, he can hft up a faandard againtt them.
As he lias fet bounds and bars to the rempeftuous
fea, beyond which it cannot pafs, faying, Hitherto
fhalc thou come ond no farther, and here fhall
thy proud waves be ftayed; fo, with equal eafe,
he can {lill the madnels of the peopie.

You do weil to mourn for the firs and miferies
of thofe who know him not. But it you make Him
your fear and your dread, rle f will be a fanctuary

* f{a, vii. 2. + Pf, xIvl, 1,—xc, 1.=0x0y, 114s
+ Matt xxviin, 18, PLoxeixs 100 P Ixxvd. a0,
§ 2 Kings xix. 23, HNa.lix. 19, Job xxxviil. 10, 11. Pf,
v, 7. i| Ha, vinoa3, 140 PLLOxlv 2.
B 2 to
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to yoir, and keep your hearts 10 peace, thouzi the
cart be re: nou.d, and tie mouniains calt mro the
micit of the {ea.

2. Your }mt and mine, 15 to watch and pray.
Lct us pray for ourleives, that we may be tfound
waiting ¥, with our Inins gtrded up, and our famps
blhh'IU that we may be prepared to meet s
will in everv event.  Let us pray for the peace of

L!hn ¢, for his church, whicn 1s dear to him,
2 o pupil of his LyL, for the [pread of his golpcl,
and e extenfion of his Kingdom, ull lis great
name be known and adoicd hom the rfing to tne
feeiing of the fun §, and the whole car th 1h il be
filled with his glory.  Many Iplendid propliccies
are yet unfuifilicd; and he is now bringing for-
ward their accomplithment.  Light will undoubt-
edly arife our of tiis darknefs. Let vs earneilly
pray for a blefling fiom on highy upon our be-
loved king, and his family, udpon the countels of
government, and parliament, and upon ¢ al! fubordi-
pate authority in churcn and ftate—that we may
Jead quict and peaceable lives in all godiinels and
honefly, that ieligion and good mder may be efta-
bliihed, and iniquity be put to thame and filence 1.
Thus we may hnpe to be fecmed, by the fure,
though fecret, mark of divine protection.  The
Lord will be our fhield, though many thould {ufter
or tall around us. The very hairs of our heads
arc numbered.  Or 1f for the mamfe{tation of our
faith, and the power of his grace, He fhould per-
mit us to lhare 1 common calamities, we may
rely upon Fhm to afford us ftrength according to

our day.  He is always near 1o his people, a very

PRI jo—xiv. “f’) + Mal 1,1
vokeerstao L Mato xeos0.0 Deaty xxxii 25, 2 Corln g
.y
preient
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prefent help in the time of trouble; and He can
make the fealon of their greateft tribulations, the
feafon of their fwectelt confolations.

3. And let us pray in faich,  Let us remember
what great things the Lord has done 1n anfwer to
prayer.  When fin had given Sennacherib rapid
fuccefs in his nvafion of Judah, he did not know
that he was no more than an ax, or a faw, in the
hand of God #*. He afcrnibed his victories to his
own prowefs, and thought himfelf equally fure of
Jerufalem. But IHezekiah defeated him upon his
knees. He fpread his blafphemous letter before the
Lord in the temple, and praved; and the Affyrian
army melted away like fnow. - When Peter was
fhut up, and chained 1n prifon, the chains fell from
his hands, the locks and bolts gave way, and the
iren gate opened, while the church was united in
earr:tt prayer, for his deliverance .

And as we have heard, fo have we feen, God
has fignally anfwered the prayers of his people, in
our own time. Much prayer, both public and
private, was offered for our beloved King, during
his late illnefs; and how wonderful, how fudden,
how fealonable was his rccovery ! Surely this was
the finger of God! When he thus removed our
appxehwﬁrms, we were like them that dream |

[ believe prayer was no lefs efficacious, towards
the end of the year 1792. I know many people
treated the idea of danger at that time, as chimeri-

cal, becaule the Lmd Was pleafed to avert it.
Bur, I hope we have not quite forgotten the lan-
cuage we heard, and the pul'ons we dally met with
in the ftreet, the many daring cabals which were held

* Ma x 15, Ifa. xxxvit, 14—35, t Alls xii, §—13.
1 Pl cxxvi. 1.,
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in this city, and the threatenings which were written
in larme characters, upon che walls of our houfes,
at almoft every corner.  But the hearts of men,
were turned Bile the tide, 1n the criitcal moment.
Then 1 think the miterpofition of the Lord was evi-
dent! Then we had a repeated proof that he hears
and anfwers prayer !

The prefent likewife is @ very important cnfis.
All that s dear to us, as men, as Britons, as Chril-
tians, 15 threaiened.  Qur enemies are mnveterate,
and enraged. Qur fins tefliy againft vs.  Burif
we hurible ourfelves betore God, forfake our fins,
and unite in fapplications for mercy, who can tell,
but he mey be intrezzed to give us that help, which
i would be 11 vain o expet from man?  Yea,
we have encouragsinent to hope, that e will be for
rs *, and then neone can prevail againft us.  But
without his bicfing, our moft powerful efforts, and
beft concerted undertakings, cannot fucceed.

You, who have accefs to the throne of grace,
whofe hearts are concerned for the glory of God,
and who lament, not only the temporal calamuties
arrendant upon war, but the many thoufands of
fouls, who arc yealy precipitated by i, 1nto an
cternaly unchangczble flate—You, I eroft, will thew
vourlelves true friends to your couniry, by bearing
vour tedineny, and eserting vour influence againtt
[, the procuring caule of ail our forrows; and
by fianding in the breach, and pleading with God
for mercy, in benalt of yourfelves, and of the na-
ton. It ten perfons, thus diipoled, had been found
even 11 Sodom §, 1t would have elcaped deftruc-
Lo,

[V. There may be {ome perfons o this affembly,
v.oo are litde concerned for their own fins, and

* Rem, viil. 31, T Gen xviin 32,
are,
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are, of courfe, incapable of taking a proper part
in the fervice of the day. YetI am glad that you
are here; I pity you, 1 warn you. If you fhould
live to fee a time of public diftrefs, what will you
do? To whom will you lock, or whither will you
flee for help ?  All that is dear to you may be torn
from you, or you from it.—Or if 1t pleafe God to
prolong our tranquillity, you are lable to many
heavy calamities in private life.  And if you fhould
be exempted from thefe, death is wevitable, and
may be near. My heart withes you the pofleffion
of thofe principles, which would {upport you in
all the changes of life, and make your dying pillow
comfortable.  Are you uawiiling to be happy ?
Or can you be happy too foonf Many perions
are nuw looking upon you, who once were as you
are now. And I doubt not, theyare praying that
you wmazy be, as they now are.  Iry to pray for
yourfelt; our God is affuredly in the midft of us.
His gracious ear 1s attentive to every f{upplicant.
Seek him while he 1s o be found. Jelus died
for finners, and he has faid, Him that cometh to
me, I will 2 #o wife calt out®. He is hkewife
the author of that faith, by which alone, you can
come rizhily to him. If you afk it of him, He
will give 1t you; if you feck it, in the means of his
'lprmntment, you ‘hall aﬁumdly tnd. If you re-
fufe this, there remaine:h no other facrifice for fin.
If you are not faved, by faith in his blocd, you are
loft for ever. Oh! kifs the Son, left he be
angry, and you perith from rthe way, if his wrath be
kindled, yea bui a uide, Blefled zre all they that
put thetr truit i Him!

* John vi. 37. Matt.vii.7.  + Heb, x, 25,27, Pf i 12,

THE END,



