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Thou doft but take the dying Lamp away,
To blefs me with thine own unclouded Day ¥

Mxis. Rows.

Pehold I take away from thee, the defire of thine eyes, with
a ftroke; yet neithér fhakt thou mourn nor weep, neither fhalé

thy tears run down.
EzEx. 1xiv. 16;
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TO A
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WHILE RESIDENT AT LIVERPOOL.

Towceftery, Augufl 12.

MY DEAREST,

Berors this reaches you, yout
brother will have told you, how ealy and
compofed he left me. Indeed, I wonder
at myfelf. But the Lord has been very
gracious to me, and fulfils his promife of
giving me ftrength according to my day.
My mind is not diftreffed. My compa-
mons in the coach are civil, and agreeable,
n their way ; but I had rather have been

Vou. I1. B alone;
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alone; for to commune with God and my
own heart, would be much more¢ plealing,
than the empty amufing Chlt chat, I am
engized 1n at prefent,

I was enabled this morning, to com.
mend you to the Lord’s blefling, with
much comfort. And I have a checrfil
hepe, that He will raife you up in due
time; and that we fhall again have a happy,
and thankful meeting, Till then, letus
attend to prefeut duty, and keep clofe to
him, by humble prayer, and a renewed
dependance upon the blood of Jefus. Let
us, while the rod is upon us, enquire 1nto
the meaning of it, and hear his voice by
it: let us bow to his chathifement, and
acknowledge that we have rebelled agamil
Him, and that he affliéts us far lefs than
our imquities have deferved~—Then we
may be affured, that though He caule
oricf, He will have compaffion; and will
not only deliver us, but give us to {ee, and
to fay, that it was good for us to have

been in trouble. [ efteem 1t a mercy that
you
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you found, fome mitigation of your pain,
and fome fymptoms of amendment, before
I left you. But had I been called away
in the hour of your greateft extremity, I
ought to have relied on the Lord's good-
nefs, and to have been refigned to his
will. Butalas! how weak 1s my faich |

[ am in perfe¢t health, and not uneafy
for you. To be {ure, I think of you con-
tinually, but my truft in God bears me
up. [ fhall endeavour to write by every
poft, but if one fhould pafs me upon

the road, I hope you will not be anxious.
The Lord 15 my guard and my guide.

Lit:bfield, Aug. 14,
Trus far I am brought in fafery,

and am not willing to truft the poft any
further, and therefore muft be brief, I

met Mr. T. at Daventry, and requefted
him, to fend you word, how cheerful he -
tound me ; fearing you would fcarcely be-

B 2 . heve
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lieve my own 1'cp0r:::, unlefs T had {ome
cne to vouch for me. T fhould be glg
to hear a like account of you, but I knoy
who has the care of you, and what good
ground I have to truft lum. T hope my
firft news will be, that your recovery is
advancing. Many prayers to this effeét]
have offered, and am every hour adding
to the number, though not with the fo-
lemnity 1 could with. For we have hi-
therto found fo much company upon the
road, and have come in io late, that ]
have not had the opportunity of a fingle
retired room. This is the only inconve-
nience I have met with. But I know!]
do not {erve a hard mafter. T pray to
1im, wno can hear the breathings of my
tmxg ts, when in the midit of company,
and who 1s more ready to hear, than I am

to afk
I hope you, my deareft; will continue
waiting for Him, for from Him only, our
help can come. Pray for a praying fpirt
Jay all your hopesand all your fears be-
forc
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fore Flim.  In this way, and in no other,
peace and comtort will be furely found: 1

recommend you to his blefing, and ie-

ol
main, beyond expreflion,

Y ours.

Liverposl, 15 4izoufl,

I canvor wnte much to-night,
but I muft tell you, in few words, all is
well. I have met with the ufual kind re-
ception from our dear friends—have done
my bufinels at the Cultom-houfe, and re-
cetved many congratulations. I have a
holiday till Monday, and fhall then enter
upon my office. As there are two fur-
veyors, and I fhall be upon the river only
every other week, the place is likely to
afford me leifure, which, in its turn, will
be as welcome to me as money, Well:
fince the Lord has given me o many
bleflings, fhall I not truit him through-
out? Yes, | thank htm, I Lope I am war-

B3 ranted
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ranted to fay, I can, and do. My thoughs
were much interrupted while in the coach;
but I had a plealint ride ndeed, from
Warrington hither, and was led to won
der at my- many mercies, and to refig,
both you and myfelf, into the hands of
God, with much fatsfaction.

I have received your brother’s letter,
and I thank kim for his punctuality.  As
the Lord is plealed to give you intervals
of eafe, and {leep, fo I know he can re-
move all your pains by a word; and, I
truft he will in the beft feafon. - May he,
at prefent, fantify his hand, to the increaf-
ing of our faith and patience, Amen!

Liverpool, 20 Augufl.

I uave received your fifter’s oblig-

ing letter, with your own dear name, i

your own dear hand, at the bottom. A
welcome fight! May I be thankful!

I entered upon bufinefs yefterday. ' |
find
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ind my duty is to attend the tides one
week, and wvifit the fhips that arrive,
and fuch as are 1n the river; and the
other week to infpect the wveflels 1n
the docks, and thus alternately the year
round.  The latter 15 hittle more than a
finccure, but the former requires pretty
conftant attendance, both by day and night.
[ have a good office, with fire and candle,
filty or fixty people under my direction,
with 2 handfome f{ix-cared boat and a.
coxfwain, to .row me about in -form.
Mr. W. went with me on my firlt cruize
down to the Rock. We faw a veflel, and -
wandered upon the hills, till {he came 1n.
I then went on board, and performed my
office with all due gravity, And had it
not been my bufinefs, the whole might
have pafled for a party of pleafure.

To day, the wind blows hard ; but you
need not be uneafy about me, at fuch times.
For though my department will lead me:
to be much upon the river, it is at my
option to embark or not, as I find the

B 4 weatiier.
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weather, ] ]if.:;_e my ﬁ:ation, and  [hall

icon be malter of 1. Remember that |
am o1 toe patn of dutv, and under the

protection of Him, whom the winds and
i‘?hs Obc‘”
I perceive that vou have thoughts of
removing to Eltham, [ pray the Lord
to direct you, when and where to go;
and that his prefence may be with you, to
preferve vou from being hurt by unfuit-
able company, fo as te forget the vows
vou have offered, in-the time of your trou-
ble. T hope our late trial will be fancl.
fied to us, and that while we live, we
may have caufe to fay, that God 1s gra-
cious and merciful, even in afflitting us.
If your health fhould be fully reftored,
let us remember, it is but a'reprieve. We
muft experience, {ooner or later, another,
and a final vifiration, to put an end to all
our views, which are bounded with the
term of this frail lite. Happy fhall we
be, if, when that hour arrives, we {hall
be found 16'1dv' and enabled by faith
Ot
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our Redeemer, to withftand and overcome
the thock of the laft enemy, Death. I
hope and truft we are yet {pared, that we
may recover our ftrength, before we go
hence, and are no more {een. [ hope, if
the Lord 1s pleafed to conduct you fafely
to me, and to give us a houfe of our own,
we fhall aét, 1n fome meafure, {uitable to
our obligations for fo many deliverances
and reftorations as we have known; and
learn to truft in his Providence, and no.
more offend him by our unbelieving fears.
I hope, 1n a few more pofts, to have the
pleafure of a letter, of your own writing.
But do not attempt it too foon. It is
not neceffary, to make me eafy. For I
have been helped to truft you to the
Lord’s care, with few intervals of anxiety
fince I left you,

B s THuE
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Liverpool, 24 Augufl.

Tur good hand of God has
brought me {afcly through a buftling, tem-
peltuous week, I am to keep watch to-
night till about two o’clock. But do not
pity me. I fhall be moft of the time be-
{ide a good fire, reading, writing, and at
intervals praying for you, and myfelf, I
hear you are {uill upon the recovery, for
which I wifh to be thankful. But alas!
now much am [ otherwife! I {eem al-
moft to forget the bitter -time we both
have lately known, and to be nearly im-
patient to fee you hiere. But do not think
me unealy; I aflure you, I am not. But
I cannot help feeling that you are not with
me. To-morrow my week .of reft be-
gins; then fome of my friends may ex-
pect to hear from me. Of late, I have
only had leifure to write to you. Be
cheerful, and dependant, ~ Make ufe of
mearns prefciibed for reftoring your Lealih,
5 ~but
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but do not reft in them. 'The blefling
muft be from the great Phyfictan. To
him let us apply for it; and afcribe to him
all the praife, if we obtain. relief,

|

Liverpeol, 26 Auguff,

I norE.I am not capable of under-
valuing any of your former letters, but
furely this now in my hand, is the moft
pleafing and welcome one, I everreceived.
May the Lord make me thankful, that
you are again able to hold a pen. Your
brother repeatedly amufed me with hopes
of your recovery, when, as I now find,
you were 1n the greateft pain and danger.
There 1s fomething fo clofe and pertinent

m the little you have written, that I am
filled with joy. I have hardly known you
allow, till now, that you were enabled. to
pray. We may praife God, for that pain
or icknefs, however fevere, which teaches
us, in good earneft, to call upon Him..

B6 . You.
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Y ou have been in trouble, you cailed upon
him, and he has dehivered you, according
to his word. What thall we render to
[Tim for all his mercies! Alas, we are
poor, and can render nothing of our own,
sut he will not defpife the eftorts of a
thankful heait. I wilh you well to El-
tham. ] fear the company there, will not
be quite {uitable to the prefent {tate of
vour mind. But T truft vou wiil keep a
fin& guard over yourfelf, and redouble
vour pravers to the God of all grace, to
preferve vou from evil.  Secure feafons
ter retirement, and let not the world break
in upen vou, till you have daly com-

mitted, and dedicated yourfell to Him,

who has rated vou from tne borders of

Al Jrdves

Liverpocl, = September.
Tar ftrain of your letters now,
makes me think light of our temporary
{eparation,
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feparation. Be not afraid, only believe,
The Lord Jelus, whom you need, and
feek, invites you, and has declared, W-io-
foever cometh, I will 1n no wife caft out:
By nature, we all diflike his gofpel, and
fe no excellence 1n his perfon that we
thould defire him ; if chis 1s not your dif-
pofition, at prefent, the change already
wrought, 1s his work; and He is not like
the unwile, inconfiderate builder ; what he
begins, he 1s both able and willing to finifh.
You have caufe to lament the backward-
nefs and hardnefs of your heart (the Lsord
only knows how hard and backward mine
is), but let not this caft you down; He -
can take away the heart of ftone. Nor
think 1t ftrange, 1f now upon your fetting
your hand to the plough, the enemy fhould
affault and trouble you. He will, if per-
mitted, tempt you to fufpect the reality
of all that you have experienced; he will
fet your fins in order before you, and per-
luade you, if poffible, to look into your-
lclf for qualifications and conditions . of:

acceptance,
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acceptance. But anfwer him from the
Word of God, and tell him that he isa
liar, and the father of it. ~ Chrift not only
has mercy for the unworthy, the ungrate-
ful, and perithing finner, who cannot offer
one plea (as from himfelf ) why he fhould
be {pared; but 1t was purpofely for thofe,
who anfwer to this charalter, that he
came into the world to die, that He might
fave them to the uttermoit. He gives
- qualificanons indeed, but he requires none
from us. Pcrhaps this enemy will quote
{cripture again{t you, and prefs fuch texts
upon your mind, as might lead you to
form hard conclufions againit yourielf,
But you will bear this, 1f you confider,
that he had the impudence to affail our
Lord himfelf, in this manner, Matt. iv.
This Jefus, whom you feek, was in all
points tempted and afflicted ({in excepted)
like unto us. He has tafted {uffering and
anguith of mind, as well as death, for all
his followers. Therefore He is a high
prieft who can have compaflion upon our

Inarmites,
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nfirmities, and 1s able to {fuccour them
that are tempted, and knows what temp-
tations mean.

Go on, my deareft, I truft you are in
the right way, wait patiently upon the
Lord. Cafl not away the confidence you
exprefs in his mercy, for in keeping it,
you will find a great reward. Greater 1s
He that 1s with us, than he that 1s in the
world. Changes you muft expet. The
Chriftian life is a2 warfare; and though the
Captain of our falvation, by conquering
for us, has fecured us the final victory, we

may be forely pinched, and {ometimes
wounded, while on the field of battle;

but there 1s healing balm provided, and
He will be always near to apply it. There
may be fightings without, and fears within,

but He 1s faithful that has promifed, who -
alio will do it.

[ have been fo affe@ed, and engaged,
by the former part of your letter, that I
have not time to anfwer the other parti-

culars, Itis my boarding week again, and
the
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the weather is bad. But fear not for me,
I am in fafe hands.

Liverpooly Sepl. §.

Ov the ftormy night you mention,
I was fafe in bed. I have been but once
upon the river this week. The wind blew
very hard then, it 1s true, but I was in
no danger. I hope a little practice will
teach you to truft me, with equal eafe, at
all times, and 1n all places, where my duty
calls me. -

When you come hither,. you will per-
haps be more thankful for my being fet-
tled on thare, from what you will obferve .
of the anxiety of thofe who have hufbands,
or narents, or children, at {ea, n the way
of the approaching war. From fuch fears
vou will now be exempted; you will no
more have to wait, eicht or ten months, in
{ufpenfe. When I thick of my fettlement:
here, and the manner of it, I fee the ap-

pointment
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pointment of Providence fo good and gra-
cous, and fuch a plain dnfwer to my poor
prayers, that 1 cannot but wonder and
adore. I think I have not yet told you,
that my immediate predeceflor in office,
Mr. C——, had not the lealt intention-
of refiening his place on the occafion of
his father’s death; though fuch a report
was {pread about the town, without his
knowledge, or rather in defiance of all he
could fay, to contradict it. Yet to this:
flfe report I owe my fitvation. For it

put Mr. M. upon an application to Mr.
S—, the member for the town, and the

very day he received the promife in my
favour, Mr. C. was found dead 1n his bed,
thouch He had been in company; and 1n
perfect health, the night before. If I
miftake not, the fame meflenger who
brought the promife, carried back the
news of the vacancy to Mr. S—, at Chel-
- ter. About an hour after, the mayor ap-
plied for a nephew of his, but though it
wis but an hour or two, he was too late.

Mr.,
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Mr. S— had already written, and fent

off the letter, and I was appointed ac-
corcingly. Thele circumitances appear,
to me, extraordinary, thovch of a piece
with manv other parts of my {ingular hif-
tory. And the more {o, as by another
miftake, I miffed the land-waiter’s place,
which was my firft objedt, and which, 1
now fee, would not have {uited us nearly
fo well. I thank God, I can now look
through inftruments, and {econd caufes,
and {ee his wifdom and goodnefs 1mme-
diately concerned, in fixing my lot. He
knows our wants and our infirmities. He
knows what indulgences may, by his blefl-
ing, promote our real good, and exciie
us to praife his name; and what thofe are,
which might be {nares and temptations to
us, and prove hurtful. "And He knows
how to beftow the one, and to withhold
the other. He does all things well !

[ wisH
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Liwerpeol, 7 September.

I wisy you well in the country,
and in what part you beft approve.” To
be {ure, I fhould rejoice to {ee you, but I
hope 1 [hall not be unpatient. However,
when you are able, the fooner the better
for your own fake, as bad roads and cold
weather are approaching ; and all the doc-
tors here, think that fuch an effectual
change of air would ftrengthen you; but
they have already miftaken your cafe, I
wifh you to come, when you think you
can travel as I mentioned, {0 as ta hold
out four or five hours, fetting out late and
putting up early; if you can thus advance
only twenty miles in a day, it will bring
you to me in time. But I only give my
opinion, I leave you to your own pru-
dence, or rather to the direCtion of divine
Providence, which, I truft, you will both
feek and find, and to which 1 recom-
mend you with a humble confidence.

Many
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r

Many enquire after you, are pleafed to
hear of your amendment, and hope to fee
you foon. I fay, Amen, at the Lord’s
beft ime. Tl then, may he fanétify our
feparation, and enable us to truft his pre.-

cious promifes, and tried faithfulnefs.

Liverpool, o September.

I wiLL not own, as you do, that |
am Indolent, but I am rather weary, |
would be thankful for the account you
cive of your health, appetite, and co-
lour., I hope your ftrength will return
foon, and that I fhall wait with cheerful
patience till it does. When it fhall pleafe
God to bring us together again, 1 hope
we fhall ftrengthen each other’s hands.
Let us pray for this, while we are yet fe-
parated, that we ‘may not be left any more
to live to ourfelves, but to him; and may
look upwards and forwards, to be pre-

pared for the next trial; for fooner or later
more wil come.

The
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The town is almoft in mourning, becaufe
the players are gone. On their laft mght,
the houfe was filled by four o’clock.
Gaiety and diffipation, of all kinds, increafe
daily here; when this {pirit will ftop, 1
know not. For myfelf, I live eafy, and
retired, three or four hours every day, in
my apartment, if bufinefs will permit. I
need no diverfions, and walking or read-
ing are my only amufements, for I kecp
very little company; but my time is far
from hanging upon my hands. I want
nothing that this world can afford to
amend my fituation, but to have my deareft

M. with me, and for this, the Lord’s time
wiil be the befl.

Lizerpaol, 12 September.
I smaLy take care to write upon

large paper, as you defire,  But I believe
the fmaller may fuffice for to-day. Moft

of my leifure this week will be taken up

with
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with Mr. Wh—d, which, as it is an oc.
cafional interruption, and from which |
hope both for comfort and benefit, I think
you will excufe. He came to town on Wed-
nefday, preached on thatevening, twice yef-
terday,and fo will continue preaching twice
a day, while he ftays. We fhall try to keep
him till Monday, though he fays he never
was in a place where he had fo little encou-
ragement to {tay, as here. 1 made myfelf
known to him the firft night; went to
fee him, and converfed with him the next
morning, when he 1nvited me to {uppe:,
I went home with him from the preach-
ing, and ftaid il ten o’clock. So we are

now very great, and very thankful I would
be, for the privilege. May the Lord yet
oive him to {ee, that hus labour of love
amongft us, is not in vain. But furely
this 1s the moft unconcerned town, for its
fize, in the kingdom. I hope he is fent
to awaken, fome of the people, out of their
falle peace. However he 1s, as he was

formerly, very helpful to me. He warms
my
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my heart, makes me more indifferent to
cares and crofles, and firengthens my
fiith. I find you are making acquaint-
ance with Mr. M.  Well, go on, I hope
you will leave London foon, or you
will be thought as fingular, as your huf-
band. To fpeak ferioufly, it makes my
heart glad to fee in you one mark of a
real believer, in that you love the minif-
ters and people of the Lord, and are not
offended with the gofpel, which is a
ftumbling-block, and rock of offence to
many. May he carry on his work, and
build you up in knowledge, faith, and
much aflurance. Amen. Think of me,
as always thinking of you, and praying
for you.

Liverpool, 16 September
Mgr. W— left us yefterday morn-
ing; 1 accompanied him on_ foot a little
way out of town, till the chaife overtook
us.



24 Letters to a Wife.

us. I have had more of his company
than would have come to my fhare y
London, in a twelvemonth, I heard hin
preach nine times, fupped with him thre
times, and dined with.him once at M,
F—'s, and on Sunday he dined with me,
I cannot {ayhow much I efteem him, anf
hope, to my dying day, I fhall have reafon
to blefs God on his behalf. Having never
been here before but one night, he wi
not known, or regarded, by the fathionable
folks, though feveral of them went to hea
bim. But many of the poorer {ort, ar
‘enquiring after him, with tears.

I commenced acquaintance yefterday
with a good man, who lately loft his wift
i child-bed, the firft year. He 1s the
very piture of forrow. I attempt t
comfort him, though I fucceed but poorly.
It is only God who can give comfort,
{uch a cale. Yet'I think few can be more
capable of {ympathizing with him, tha
mylelf. What I have lately gone through,
is frefh upon my mind.  And why was

not
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not the event the fame to me? Every
way I am diftinguifhed. My prayers turn
much upon the thoughts of our future
fettlement. It will require both prudence,
and refolution, to fet out right from the
firft; but if we afk of God, it fhall be
given us. I would have you gradually
prepare our fifter, for fuch a houfe as 1t
will be our duty, and privilege, to keep;
where God may be worlhipped, and no-
thing prafiifed or permitted, that is con-
trary to our Chriftian profeffion,

\ | Zf-verpaol: 19 Sepseniber.

I roLLow you in-my mind to El-
than®, Bromley, &c. ;- théugh I know-not
the country, May the Lord be with you
Wherever you go, make"knawn to you
his covenant, and affure you of -an. un-
alienable intereft in 1t

I thank you for the account'of Mr.
B.’s fermon. You will obferve, the prin-
Vor. 11. C cipal
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cipal effects, or properties, of Abraham
faith, by which he walked with God, were
humility, and integrity. He humbled him.
{elf before the Lord in {ecret, claiming
no higher title than duft and afhes. And
He {tood up boldly, as his avowed, devoted
{ervant, before men. Let us imitate hi,
I Iitle doubt but he was thought f{ingu-
lar, and perhaps Jaughed at, and fo pro-
bably fhall we; but I truft grace will
make us fcorn proof, and not fuffer us to
be in the number of thofe, who are athamed
of the Lord Jefus, and his gofpel. No,
I hope he will enable us to glory in the
crofs, and to endure the oppofition we
may meet with, as feeing Him who is
wvifible, who, when upon earth, fubmitted
to be laughed to frorn himfelf, for us
He, having borne our reproach, has a
juft right to require that we fhould be
ready, and willing, to bear reproach for
him. | o
If the prefent fair weather continues,
the road will be good to Warrington,
- where
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where it will fuit me rather better, to meet

you. But if you come by Cheﬁer, Tcan
bring you by water 1in a pilot- boa.t, vqry
cleverly. Be fure, that for the fake Qf
faving a little expence or time, you <o
not overact your ftrength. I could go-on

for an hour, in giving you foolith direc-
tions, and precautions, -for your .journey ;
but after all, it 1s beft to leave you to the
care of the divine Providence, .and to
{ubmit the- method of your route, to your

Wwh Judﬂ'ment

f-"erpaal, 23 Septmi:er

q CAN NOT guefs the reafons which

vou fay, _taken together, will 1nduce you
o come by the ftage. You may, per-
haps, judge beft, being mpon the fpot,
and I would not overrule your inclinations.
But as I know:my-own ;wcak.r‘xefs,*'I am
afraid it will be an yneafy journey to -me,
it lealt,  As I have faid before, { with to
C 2 truft
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truft you in the Lord’s hands, but when
we have the choice of means, it is our
duty to confult Providence. Afk the firft
friend you meet, which 1s beft adapted to
your circumftances, as juft recoveriﬁg
from illnefs. To travel from three in the
morning till eight or nine at might, mn a
heavy coach with mixed company, or
from eight 1n the morning till five in the
evening, in a chaife with your fifter? | *
I pray the Lord to dire, and ftrengthen
you, and to give me a joyful fight of you
again. My poor weak heart fometimes
rebels, and I almoft complain, becaufe you
are not yet able to come. But this hu-
mour feldom lafts a full minute, before my
thoughts recur to the day when I left Lon-
don, and that filences me at once. What
a heap of guineas (had I poffefled them),
would I then have given, to be affured
that you fhould, by this time, be fo much
reftored as youare? Alas! Iam fill 2
finful inconfiftent creature, but the Lord
is merciful, beyond meafure, to us both.

I go
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I go on making ufeful acquaintance,
The Lord honours me 1n the.eyes of his
own people, which 1s the honour I moft
defire,  And though fome of the wags of
my acquatntance, have given me the name
of young Wh - d, from my conftant
attendance upon tim when he was here,
it does not grieve me ; and perhaps if they
would {peak the truth, they do not think
the worfe of me in their hearts, I find
I cannot be confiftent, and conftientious in

my profeflion, without incurring the charge
of ngularity, 1 fhall endeavour to act
with prudence, and not give peediefs of-
fence; but 1 hope I fhall never more.be
alhamed of the gofpel.

Liverpool, 26 September,

I rHANK you for thanking me, for
the bill I fent you. But do not fup-
pofe I give it you., I expect to be re-
paid-=] recant—I own myfelf in debt

C 3 over



3o Letters to 6 Wife.

over fead and ears (as they fay), to you
ftill. - I muft net talk of repayment tilf
‘T am clear. But T think, to do you reat
fervice, I could as readily part with my
hife,  May the Lord unite us,. ftill more

clofely, 1n his faith.and fear |
When I firft atked Mrs, D— to hear
Mr. Wh——d, fhe could hardly give me
a civil an{wer (though. otherwife. fhe is.
very obliging and- refpettful). But, cu-
riofity, or a better motive, prevailing, the
went on the fecond day. She returned
very well difpofed, and afked me, if I had
any of his printed fermons. I lent-hera
volume, She went to hear him agan,
and became his great admirer.  She her-
felf firt propofed my afking him to din-
ner; and his behaviour there, confirmed
her in her refpect for him. I invited four
or five Chriftian friends to partake of
“his company. She provided a very hand-
fome dinner, and when I fpoke of the ad-
ditiopal expence, the faid, the was very
willing to bear it; but I do not intend
that
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that fhe fhall. She has borne the reproach
and Jaugh-of many of: her neighbours, very
well, - They call her:a methodift,:and-{he
feems as eafy under thei charge, as I am..
So-we fee, very. unhkely thmgs may- be

brought about,.

Lidvverpooly 30 September.
I musT tranfcribe part of a letter
from Mr, We——., -« [ have feveral times.
“had the pleafure of converfing - with
“ Mrs, N~—. God has been pleafed tq
“give her a great meafure  of ‘your fpi-
“1nt,” (fo he writes). * She is neither
“afraid nor afthamed to own hef proﬁ.f'—-
“fon. After a:Sermon of Mr.. B—, on.
* PL.-xxv. 14, fhe told me, that the hezs-
“1ng of the great phyfician had done hér
“more good than all her other medi-
“cmes.”  Thus far e, The Lord help.
you to-go on, and to-increafe! Now me-
thinks I am happy indeed!  Now niy
C 4 higheft
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higheft wifkes are anfwered, if my deareft
M. is partaker of the fame hope with my-
felf. How pleafant will all the future
comforts, and bleflings, which the Lord
may be pleafed to afford us, prove, 1t we
can difcern them conveyed to us, in the
channel of redeceming love! How plea-
fant will it be, to look beyond them all,
and, as the Apoftle {peaks on another oc-
¢aflion, not to think that we have at-
tained any thing, as yet, comparatively
fpeaking, even when we have all we can
with for, but ftill to prefs forward in out
hopes and views, towards the prize of
our high calling in a better world, where
pleafure will be without abatement, and
without end.’

Since you were fo ready to believe me,
when I faid, I had not been well, pray why
could you not take my word about my
recovery? For fhame, my deareft. Thele
fears and diftruftful thoughts paffed with
us once, but we muft zim above them

now. Let us have no more idolatry, if
T we
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we value each other’s peace, or are willing
to-avoid fuch fiery trials as.we have lately
known. However, whether you can believe
me or not, I muft tell you again, thatIam’
in good health. The Lord be with you,
where you are, and in your journey, when.
yoy move this way ; and may we truft and.
ferve him, according to what he has done
for us !

Liverpool, 5 Ofobers .

I aM not forry that you complain
of your heart, for fince our hearts will be .
bad, it is a mercy to be fenfible that
they are fo. Nor will I contradi& you,
when you fay, that you are ungrateful, and
infenfible to .the Lord’s goodnefs; only
remember that you are fo in common .
with others, and that there is not a perfon
upon earth who knows himfelf, but muft
make the fame complaint. I can find
no words more fuitable to my own cafe,

than thofe which you make ufe of, anly
C s {ubftituting
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fubthituting your name for my own, |
delizht, adinire, and love to bang upon, every
fentence, and every aftion of ‘my deareflt M,
and yet, bow wanting, and how cold am I, i
the gracious Author of all onr IHErCiesy I
whom we owe each other, our bappy affedin,
end all the [atisfatiion that flows fromil
He might juftly have parted us long ag
for my ingratitude ; He might have f
out my prayers in your late vifitation; bu
He has raifed you up to a new life.  Oh!
that it may be fo indeed !

I fhall endeavour to temper. my zed
with prudence. I am far from propofing
that you fhall keep company with wafher-
women, in this world. (Hereafter, |
doubt not, we fhall be glad to join wit
fuch.) The religious acquaintance which
I with to cultivate, with any degree of in-
timacy, will, I think, be confined to thre
or four families, all of whom, are betterto
pafs in the world, than outlelves. And
who, though perhaps they do not ann,
all things, at the top of tﬂf.‘ pohte wft,

alt
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are fufficiently well-bred, to be received
as vifitants any where, if their principles
did not hmdcr But this you may be
aiTured of, that a confiftent profe[ﬁon of*
real religion, will carry the appearance of
fingularity in this town; and unlefs you
can confine yourfelf wholly to the gay and.
carelefs, and go all their lengths, -you will*
certainly: have a bit of the crofs to carry, .
and muft prepare yourfelf to-be thought
altered forithe wotrfe, by fome of 'your ae-
quaintance, I'much.mere fear our being
cowardly; than' imprudent. But if we
are of the number of thofe, whom the Lord -
will not be athamed to own in the great -
day, he will give us a meafure: of grace, -
that we fhall not be athamed to own his
caufe and’ people, in the midft~of this
~ crooked, and perverfe generation; - But, .
25 you fav, therc, is 2 way of doing tlnngs,
I {hall try to carry it handfomely t6 others,
It 1s not neceffary to affront or‘quarrel :
with any who have treated us cwilly but
| expe rience will convince you, that the lefs
we are conneCted with wondly peopsle, the

C6 - better.
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better. And as the Lord by his provi.
dence has placed us in a ftate of entig
independance ; and there is no confiders.
tion of trade or cuftomers, to prevent u
from living, in all points, juft as we pleaf;,
I hope we fhall judge better, than to fa.
crifice our happinefs and true intereft, to
an empty found.

But I perceive that you, likewife, have
picked up, a fine fet of methodiftical ac-
quaintance. Should your aunt know i,
fhe would {et you down as almoft rutned,
But I, who love you better than a thou-
fand avnts could do, congratulate you
upon the acquufition. Y ou may now fee,
by the examples before you, that true re-
ligion has nothing in it of the unfociable
or gloomy; but 1s, on the contrary, the
fource of peace, cheerfulnefs, and good-
humour. If, as you fay, you love good
prople, he who has inclined your heart to
love them here, will give you a portion
with them, both here and hereafter. Upon
this {ingle evidence, St. John grounds an
affyrance of heaven, faying, We know

that
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hat we have pafled from death unto life,
becaufe we love the brethren.  We “may,
indeed, love a good man upon other con-
fiderations; but to love him becaufe he s
oood, becaufe we think we fee the 1mage
of our Saviour in him, and to love him
moft, for the beft parts of his character,
is not poflible, till we have grace in our
hearts; for till then, we have an enmity
to the Gofpel. And though this is not
always vifible, and active, in perfons of
mild and gentle difpofitions, the fartheft
fuch can go, is to fay, Ilove the man,
becaufe he 1s of a good life and behaviour,

but he has fome ftrange, unaccountable
‘whims, and prejudices. ‘

Liwerpool, s Ofober.
I srLizve you do not guefs how
I am difappointed, when I recetve only
half a fide from you. Indeed, if ‘writing
is inconvenient to you, I could be content

3 with
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with half a line; but your excufe feems to
fuppofe you are afraid of wearying me : for
vou fay, I fhorten this, merely becaufe
my laft was fo long. Well, 1 h0pe a few
more poits will bring us together; in the
mean time, let me have as much of you, as
you can conveniently commit to paper, |
fear,left by the prefling manner of my writ-
ing, vou fhould fometimes think I wrong
you by a fufpicion, that you will ftay a day
longer than needful. But indeed it is my
happinefs to believe that your heart is as
much here,. as mine.is at London:. [
cannot make you a more expenfive com-
-pliment. But alas! whither am I run-
ning? I forget my-own dutyand yours.
I fear it 15 of the. number of our great
fins, that our hearts cleave fo clofe to’
- each other, and fo little to the Lord;
that we are {o thoughtful about the fu-
~ture, and fo negligent of the prefent.
Je 15, at leaft, thus with me. I fll
feel that you are my idol, and though
the Lord has. lately affliCted you for my
) fake,
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fake, and 1s now raifing you up ‘for 'me
again, as it were from the: grave, [ am
not yet inftructed. |

Liverpeol, 7 Oflober.

I canvor exprefs what I felt to~
day, while I was reading your dear letter,
which informs me, that 'you hope to fet
out next week; but you can -ﬁﬁefs for me.

J‘i"l-

atonce. The ré it brance of that mourn-
ful, painful wcek"’*ﬁ't London, when I could
ohly behold, and fhare, and by fharing, in-
creafe your diftrefs, without procuring you
the leaft help “or eafe, (which I hope .}
thall .never forget:while I can remember
any thing)—the fituation in which we
parted, when ‘the Lord enabled me to
‘hope againft hope—the joy to think you
now. recovered from a moft dangerous
illnefs—the expectation of feeing youin-a

few days , and the former experience I have
| had,
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had; of what-a happy meeting with you in.
cludes—all thefe different emotions of joy
ar<l forrow, of love and gratitude, took
poficflion of my foul at once. And is it
fo indeed? Shall I recetve you foon as
reftored from the grave; and have all my
pleafures heightened, by the contraft of my
late trials ? Oh! then what fhall I render
to the Lord for-all his goodnefs?  Could
money or friends have heiped us, you
would have:been relieved fooner: but
there was no power, in heaven or earth,
that could reftore eaé"m you, Qr peace
to me, but'God alont,* To him, there-
fore, be the glory and the praife; all the
clory and all the pratle! And let us aim
to declare his goodnefs, not merely in fecret,
_or to each other, but in the whole courfe of
our lives, by choofing what is pleafing to
him, and avciding what he hates, And
efpecially, let us watch and pray againft
fetting up our reft here below, - and:mif-
placing that regard. upon each ‘other,
which is only due to him. May we be

enabled
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enabled to commit. our dearelt concerns,
and have recourfe, 1n every trouble, to
Him, who has fo often heard our prayers,
and done us good. And oh! that we
may have that moderation, both in affec-
ton and practice, towards earthly things,
which becomes thofe who profefs them-
felves firangers and fojourners here, and
who look for a better inheritance, a houfe
not made with hands, eternal in the hea-
vens, Surely, it was.our own folly, that -
brought our late diftrefs upon us. We
had lived too much. to ourfelves, and had
not glorified, as we ought, the God in
~whofe hands our breath is, and whofe are
all our ways,

When Hezekiah was fick, mgh unto
death, the Lord raifed him up, and pro-
longed his life fifteen years. But we are
told, that he rendered not according to
the benefit he had received, -2 Chron.
xexil,  Alas! How ftrongly does this
charge lie againft us! How often have we
been reftored to each other, after long and

dangerous
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dangerous feparations! How wonderfyly
have we been preferved from innumerabl
evils, to whieh, 1n fuch a world as thi, v
are hourly expofed! And yet, it has iiol
pleafed God to give us a profpect of pafl.
ing our days together, comfortably, and
free from many inconveniencies, which for.
merly affeGted us. But to kéep us from
growing too fecure, juft at the time He di
this, He laid his hand upon you, and by
one ftroke, ‘bronght us both down:te tht
ground. Now again, He is returningn
mercy, bringing vs health, -peace, "and
joy. Let us hear the rod, and him #ho
hath appainted it. For if we come i
gether, yet again, in a thoughtlefs, ungrie.
ful, felf-feeking temper, he can again -
parate us,.1n a way that we are not awai
of. But, 1 hope, and pray, we fhall be en-
abled to ferve him from gratitude, and
from a confideration of the great thing
He has done for us, rather than from:
principle of flavifh fear. |
If you are really afraid of being ah}f
pocrite
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pocnte, it is a good fi 1gn that you are not
one. For the hypocrite is fecuré and con-
fdent, and has no.fufpicion of a miftake.
But the beft perfons upon earth muft
own, that though, through grace, they are
not hypocrites, there is too much 'hy'po;
erify remaiming in them. Their real and
fondamental aim is, the glory of God’;
but wrerched, finful felf-will creeps in,.
and taints their beft performances; How-
ever, our. comfort is, that the ‘blood of
Jefus Chrift cleanfeth from all fin, What
2 great word 1s that little word All! not.
only from fins of one Kkind, or of one
degree, but of all kinds, and of -all de-
grees, when we apply to it, ih a trulj
humble, and repenting {pirit.

I was not angry with you for doubting
- of my health, (how do you-think T can be
angry with you at all?) I only meant to
caution you againft an overweening dif-
truftful care, which anfwers no good end,.
but is a fpecies of finful unbelief. And'X
forefee, that againft my judgment and ex-

perlence,,
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perience, and notwithftanding all my grav
admonitions to you, I fhall too often of
fend in the fame way, and you will hav
frequent occalions of giving me, the fame
advice. But this 1s a part of ourduy,
and our privilege, to exhort and admo.
nith each other, lelt we fhould be ha-
dened through the deceitfulnefs of fin,

I was lalt night with Mr. and M
. 1 think you will hike their acquain:
ance. They are fober, fenfible peoiﬁlf,
~and feem very happy in each other, Whit
a pity, that the one thing needful fhoul
be wanting, when nothing elfe feems w
be wanting! But fo it was with us, once
and it may be better with them, hereafien

MY
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1757

Liverpool, 2 February.

MY DEAREST M. |
I wourp not give you occafion
to think, that the return of your birth-day,
is lefs interefting to me at prefent, than
it was feven ago; or that my. concern
init, gwes me lefs pleafure, now I am
with you in Liverpool, than when I was
exiled from you on the coaft of Affica.
It is a part of my happinefs, and demands
my daily acknowledgment and praife to
God, that my regard for you is no more
capable of being weakened by time, than
heretofore by abfence. ~You will not ex-
pet me to addrefs you in the ftrain of
modern politenefs, but 1 am perfuaded
that you will favourably accept 'v’)ﬁﬁt I
'may write, becaufe you- will approve of
my motive, and my fincenty.

1 often wonder at the ill-timed feftivity

and
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and gaiety, with which the return of ¢
birth-day, is ufually obferved. Multitudes
who with refpelt to the paft, can find it
to make them reflet with pleafure, o
their having been brought into the world;
and with refpect to the future, tremble
the midft of all their parade, at the fen.
ous appreqenfion of death; yet agree to
drown both the p:aﬂ: and the future, iy
noife and diffipation. For my own pan,
I fee fufficient reafon to make my birth.
day, more efpecially, a feafon of ferious
refle@tion. And I'recommend the prac-
tice to you. For what is the languagc of
2 birth-day ? Has it not a warnmg VOlce,
to remind us that another year, of our time
and 0pportumtles, is clofed upon us (tlme
and talents for which we are accountab]c,
and {feafons which cannot be recalled)*
and that death and eternity have advanceﬂ
*,nearcr to us by the ftride-of a Whole }fear?
And therefore, I judge, that 2 blrth -day isa
very improper day for mortals to be fro-
lickfome. To thofe whofe hearts e

dee ply
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decply engaged in the things of this
world, I thould imagire the very thought
of the occafion, would be, (like the hand-
writing on the wall to Belthazzar, Dan. v.)
fufficient to put a full ftop to their feaft,
and to turn their joy to heavinefs. But
fuch is our depravity, that till grace touches
the heart, the moft obvious, and moft in-
terefting truths, can make no proper im-
prefion upon us. But 1 feem to forget
that I am writing to you.

I am no enemy to joy; and I am fure,
the real Chriftian, who has peace with God,
and in his own conicience, .has both the
beft title to joy, and the beft difpofition
for.it, I invite you to rejoice; . but let it
be in the right way, and in the right man-
ner.. Reoice in the Lord, and rejoice with
trembling. Let us learn from.the firft, the
fure grounds we have for rejoicing; and
from the fecond, the many confiderations,
which thould correct and qualify our joy,
that it may not deviate into a wrong chan-
nel, and become ﬁnful and dangerous. .

1 fay,
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I fay, Rejoice in the Lord. . -1 ¢
gratulate you on your birth-day, fot |
give you a vain complacence: in yourf,
but to lead you-back, to the time; andqir.
cumftances of your birth, that youmy
reflect .on the gocdnefs of God. Y ouwere
born of creditable and affeCtionate parens,
in eafy circumftances, with-a Dody neithe
* difeaed nor deformed, and a mind endu
with rational faculties, with a foul forme
for immortality, capable -of. laving an
. fervine God here, and being happy win
him for ever. Your lot was caft in
a land favoured with -the Gofpel, -with.
out which, all temporal bleffings weuld
have been of little worth, but if you-tak
them together, and compare your own
ftate, with that of millions of your fcllow.
creatures, what great reafons have you to
rejoice, in this firlt view? But I woul
fead your thoughts forward: from- thenc
~ ftep by ftep, throuoh every {ucceeding
vear, to this day; through infancy, child-
hood, and -efpecially youth, that dar

gero
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“gerous period, in ‘which fuch mumbers
make ‘fhipwreck of their hopesand prof-
gects, Muft you not fay, Surely mercy
and poodnefs -have followed me all the
days of ‘my life? What forrows, what
ficknefles, what {nares, have you either
been exempted from, or preferved fafely
through ? How many, within the circle of
your own acquaintance, have been cut
thort, before they reached your term of
lfe? How many, who are yet Jiving,
- are fuffering from -evils to which you are
| equally expofed ? T make no {cruple to

-~ pumber our happy marriage, among the
- bleflings for which you fee caufe to be

thankful. That it pleafed God to bring

ts tocether, to blefs us with a true affec-
tion, to reftore us to each other after long
feparations, to recover us from long fick-
nefles, to fix us in our prefent fituation,
and above all, to diret our hopes beyond
the prefent world:for our chief happinefs.
This is the crowning mercy. If the Lord

has thewn you and me, thofe things which
Vor, 11, D are
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are hidden from many of the wife and
prudent; 1f we know our difeale and oy
remedy, that we are {inners, helplefs and
Hopeleﬁ: in ourfelves, but finners for whom
a fure, and free falvation, 1s provided iy
TJefus Chrift, and that we have ground to
hope that we are interefted in the pardons,
and promifes, of the gofpel, that the hair
of our head are numbered, and that all
things are working for our good. Tha
God will be our fun and fhield here, and
our portion for ever. If thefe things are
{o, we may well rejoice, but {till it mut
be in the Lord; for all our good, prefent,
and hoped for, is from him alone.

But I fay, fecondly, Rejoice with trem-
bling. Our joy, in this world, cannot be
unmixed. There are unavoidables, which,
though they cannot take it from us, wil
and ought to ternper it; fuch as thefe—An
ingenuous fenfe of our unfuitable returns
for fo many,. and great mercies. May
God preferve us from that terror of ‘mind

on account of fin, which, {ooner or later,
“wil
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il be the portion of thofe who know
wim not.  We need not be dlﬁreffed for
though we have finned, Chrift has dled
tor finners, and is able to fave to the Ut..
ermoft.  Yet, certainly, we have much
caufe to grieve, and be athamed, that we

have lived fo long to fo little purpofe,
Jat we have received {o much and ren-
dered fo Dittle, and that after all our
experience and refolutions, we are ftill fo
inacive, and unftable, in his fervice,
The fnares, temptations, and enemies
around us, may make us thoughtful, if they
do not make us tremble. Thefe would
furely prevail againft us at faft, were not
the Lord on our fide. We may almoft
iremble likewife, for the fins of thofe among
whom we live, Lot chole to refide in
Sodom, becaufe it was a pleafant country,
and well watered; but the fins of the in-
habitants, foon made him forget the ad-
vantages ot  the place. His righteous foul |
Was vexed, from day to day, by their un-

godly deeds. And fo fhall we feel, if we
I 2 have
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have a due regard for the glory of G,
the love of Chrift, and the fouls of gy
neighbours. We have likewife caufe
tremble, when we think of the judemens
that {cem at prefent, hanging over a finful,
mienfible nation. 'We have juft reafon to
rear, left mercy fo long defpited, fhould be
withdrawn. Let us, like good Els, trem.
ble for the ark of God. And i this view
we may tremble for ourfelves, for we have
contributed -our part, to the hlling up the
meafure of national 1iquity.  We have
neither borne that teftimony agamft fin
tn public, nor mourned for it n-fe
cret, .as we ought.  And though, I truft
it {hall be well with us at laft, who can
tell what fcenes of diftrefs, and difficulty,
we may be appointed to ftruggle through,
vhile we are upon earth?  And therefore
we fhould tremble, while we rejoice.

I could enlarge my homily, would time,
and paper permit.  In brief, you have, to
my comfort, been fpared to finifh another
vear. ‘The event of the next is uncertam,

I would




}1 bile veffacnt at Liverpooly 1357, 3

I would thercfore exhort you and myfelf;.
ro live tlus year, as though 1t would, as
hough it certainly were to be our laft.
it may poffibly prove fo. Let us renew
our apphication to the throne of grace,
and the blood of {prinkling. Let us pray
that we may be always ready, that our
hearts may be withdrawn from worldly
things, and be fixed, trufling in the
Lotd.,  And then, come life, come death,
le¢ peace be continued, or troubles be

multiplied, nothing 1hall be able greatly
t0 MOVE VS,

D3 MY
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. Warriagton, 13 Deceaben,
MY DEAREST,

Taus far it is well, and I troft
thall be to the end. The weather is fine,
the roads' good, the horferfree, and eafy.
He has net ftarted once, though he forme-
times ratfes his ears, '

Now and then, [ feel fome twinges a
being forced from you, though but fora
{feafon, but the caufe makes amends,
Three or four weeks will, I hepe, re-unie
us; and then, one hour will repay the pains
of abfence. Let us not wifh away the
interval, but make the moft of ir, forit
will foon be over. The new fcene of life
which appears to be opening before us, i
very important. We have need to pray
earneftly, conitantly, for each other, and
for ourfelves. Make much of the means

of grace, referve {calons for retirement.
Endeavous
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Endeavour to “avoid ‘the Company by
which you cannot” 1mprovfc, and to im-
prove by that which you cannot avoid.
Adien. May the peace of God here, pre-
pare you for his glory helfcraf'te-r. Amen!

Hunflett, 1§ December.

I nave teceived my title from M,
C. and fhall proceed to-morrow. I can
hardly be more happy while feparated.
from you, than at prefent. Dear Mrs.
A, who 1s well, is fitting by me upon her
hifband’s knée, while poor I, am lke a
trtle without’ my mate. But I truft my
time will come again. “Till then T tan
think, write, -and pray, I can repeat your
name 2 thoufand times; and therefore, I
look at them now, with a pleafure unmixed
with envy. Bur T muft not trifle. 1 ex-
pect foon to affume’a “charalter, which
ought, if poflible, to wean me from every
thuutrht that terminates in felf,- or time.
| D 4 Pray
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Pray for me, my deareft, my hour of tris
is at hand; a folemn hour, which will
call for all my faith, ftrength, and zeal,
But the needful fupply 15 near. In our
Lord, there 1s a fulnels of crace, a {uffi-
ciency ior me, for you, and for all that
{eek, IvIav he give vou that peace which
paffeth all underftanding, may he blefs &
while apart, and join us again to our mu-
rual comfors, here for a time, and hereafter
for ever!

London, 23 December.

WeLr '—All is over for the pre-
fent, and I have only cheated you out of a
journey to London. Laft night I waited
on the Bithop of Chefter. He received
me with great civility; but he faid, as the
title was out of his diocefe, he could do
me no effectual fervice, and that the no-
tice was much too fhort. However, he

counterfigned my teftimonials, and di-
rected
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refted me to Dr. N , the ’Arc*hb'ipfhop 5

chaplain.  On um I walted this. morning.
He referred me to thc fecretaly, and from
him I received the (ofteft refufal imagin-
ble. He had reprefented my affair to
the Archbifhop, but his Grace was in-

fexible in fupporting the rules and canons
of the church, &cc.

Had my eye been raifed no higher than
to his Grace of York, I fhould have been
difpleafed and difconcerted; but I am 1n
the hands of the great Lord of all. He
has been pleafed to prove me, whether my
jurrender to his will was fincere, or not,
and He has enabled me to ftand the trial.
As {ure as our names are ]ohn and Mary,
you will find that the time, and expence of
this journey, will not be thrown away. I
am quite fatisGed and eafy. The.Lord
will make all thefe things fubfervient.to -
our good. He can open another door in
aminute. [ think to go down. to Chat-
ham on Monday, and to fet out for Leeds
aboat Thurfday, It may be thé'fecond

D ;s week
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week in January, before T reach home,
though I long to fee you, with all the ea.
gernels of a lover. Take care of you
health, efpecially the health of your foul,

Chatham, 23 Decembey,

I came hither, with your brother,
on Saturday. Our family are all well;
and well pleafed with my deflign: only
fome of them exprefs a little of their care,
and fears, about money-matters. Mamms
had a pleafing profpect that I fhould be
curate to Mr. S—, that you might be
near her again, But this profpeét lafted
only half an hour, for, upon enquiry, |
found he was provided. I hear Mr. Her-
vey is dying, {o that I cannot fee himm
this world.  You may truft me, to make
the beft of my way home. I feem, already,
to have been from you, the term of a
African voyage; and ftill find, as hereto-

fore, that nothing can make amends for
k. the
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the want of your company. Though the
Lord permits difficulties and hinderances
to arife for the trial of our faith and pa-
tience, 1 cannot believe, that he either di -
approves, or will finally difappoint, my de-
fire to ferve him. I furrendered myfelf
to his difpofal without referve, and I can-
not wonder, nor ought I to complain, if
He takes me at my word, and puts my
fincerity to the proof. Mr. B— is pleafed
with the difintereftednefs I have been en-
abled to thew, and fays he is perfuaded we
fall be no lofers. He doubts not but.
the Lord will give us more than He will
call us to part with. Be this as it may, as
to dirty money ; if He gives us grace and
peace, if He continues our affeCtion, and
preferves us to each other, if He is pleafed
to be with us in every trouble, and exi-
gence, 1f he affords us a clear evidence of
our intereft in a heaveénly inheritance, if
He favours us with a calm, believing ac-
quiefcence in his will, if He honours us
with ufefulnefs in this life, and crowns us

D¢ with
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with glory in-a better—we fhall furely
have no caule for complaint, If once
we- reach heaven, we fhall.not think tha
we did, or fuffered, too much for- Him who
loved us, and:gave himfelf for us. One
glance of that happinefs which fhall e
dure for ever, will abundantly overpay us
for all the cares, and fears, we expenenced
durm.g our pilgrimage..

I cannot exprefs the fatisfaction your dear
letter gave me, 1n finding you {o eafy, and
refigned, upon the event of my late attempt,
This 15 a mercy 1 would, 1t neceffary;. or
poffible, or lawful, have purchafed at the
price of a imb. Nothing difquieted. me
from the firft of my deflign, but the fear
of involving you in difficulties, or caufing
- you uneafinels. Butin this,.as'in a thou-
fznd inftances, I have found the Lord:2
hearer of prayer. And I hope, and be-
lieve, he has a Blefling in ftore for you,
~upon this account, You know me too
well to fulpet me of flattery, I give you
“my plain advice, when I think it needful
It
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It is a proof of my:affection, " But nei-
ther ought I to.withhold deferved. praife.
You have, from:-the:firft.rife-of this:affair,
alted a part, which >perhaps:few of "your
fex could equal. - T'o make fuch facrifices,
{o cheerfully, and upon fuch flender
grounds, is not common. I can only fay,
it has not.been. loft upon me. My pri-
mary thanks, indeed, are due to the Lord,
who gave you to me, and who gave you
every qualification..that could engage my
heart, and. gratify. my utmoft withes .in .a
wife. - My next,.are due to you. The
whole term of our union, forms a feries of
many a proof of recollected love, as Thom-
fon {peaks. But nothing has more ftrongly
enhanced my love, and gratitude to you,
than your conduct when we. were laft at
Leeds,. and. ever fince. Take. courage,
hold on, theend will anfwer your expec-
tations. I can fay nothing as to particu-
lars, but in general, I am fure that :none
who put their truft in- God, thall be finally
athamed. I fuppofe you have your fits:of

fear
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fear and unbelief. I have likewife fe.
verely felt”them at times. But mind
them not, or turn them to advantage, by
making them occafions of more frequent,
and earneft prayer. For it is written,
Call upon me in trouble, and T will deli-
ver thee, and thou fhalt glorify me. Let
us be diligent in the means of grace;
taefe are the paths in which the Lord has
commanded vs to walk, and where he has
promifed to meet us, and blefs us. The
enemy would fain keep us from them,
or make them burdénfome; and he has
tco often prevailed. Should not expe-
rience make us wife? Has it not always
been beft with us, when we have been
moft diligent 1n prayer, moft attentive to
the {criptures, and moft difengaged from
the world, and from trifing company!
Have we not found a vanity in every thing
but religion, efpecially when trouble has
ftared us in the face, or when pain, ot
ficknefs, have taken hold of us? Why
then fhould we be fooled and deceived

any
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any more ?  Let us return to the Lord;
there s forgivenefs with him for the paft,
fupplies {fuited to every need, none that
come to him fhall be caft out, none that
reft on him fhall be overthrown, none that
love, and ferve him, fhall be unrewarded.

1 nore
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Et;ugb&ar;au gk, 3 Fanuary,

I ok this will come in time, ei:
ther to prevent, or reheve, your uneafinefs
on my account. Whatever you have fuf-
fered, or may {uffer for me, you fhall be
made amends, fo far as gratitude will pafs
for payment, and fo far as the ftudy of my. .
life can promote your fatisfaction. If you,
have had fears for me, they were needlefsh
And T hope you will in time learn to trql};u
me, and 2ll your concerns, to God, who
careth for us. I left London on Saturday:
about ten, but foon found I had a very in-
different horfe. I have been obliged to:
travel his pace, for he pofitively refufes to: |
travel mine; and though I tell him how
impatient I am to {ee my dear M. he will: -
not move one foot the fafter., When. I;
came to Barnet, 1 demurred about the,,
road at length 1 turned to the rlght, not

knowmg
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knowing when I might have fo good an
opportunity of {eeing the perfons, I men-
coned in my laft, . .-

I put up at Welhng, fent a note to
Dr. Young, and received for anfwer, that
he would be glad to fee me. I {pent an
hour with him. His converfatlon was .
agreeable, and much anfwelablc to wht
] expc&cd from the Author of the N ight
Thoughts.  He feemed Tikewife pleafed
with me, It would have furprifed you to
hear how I let my tongue run, beforé this
great man, He approved my deﬁgn of en-
tering the miniftry, and faid many encou-
raging things upon the fubject; and when
he difmiffed me, defired’ that I would"
never pafs near his houfe, without callmg
upon him, B

I fpent Sunday at Everton, and am |
glad I went, though it will coft me two !
days more abfence from you. The firft ﬁvc |
miles from thence into the York road,
were, 1 think, the worft I had ever rld

or feen. I was fometimes in fear for my-
S felf'
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felf, but more frequentiy for my poor
horfe, left I muft have lefc him fickiny
in the clay, as a memorandum of my hay.
g paffed that way. Whend putp a
night, I found that I had come, aboutf
miles beyond the place, where 1 fhould
have turned off. It was a poor day’s
journey, but eighteen miles in all, and
fix of theh out of the way, On Tuef-
day I was adviled to keep on [ixteen miles
further, and I fhould find a turnpike rosd
to Leicefter, If I had miffed this tun
g likewife, I thould have mified fome
trouble and trepidation. 1 had thirty-three
miles crofs road to go, and found mmich
of it, a crofs road indeed. Though the
wordt pieces of it, if taken together, were
not above ten miles, I would-rather go
an hundred miles round, than travel
again, I am.ftill 2 hundred miles from
vou, but I have ho more kind friends, not
crofs roads, to detain me. Thank the
Lord for preferving me in health; and
fatety. My horfe 1s recovered from i

fright,
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ﬁ-ight, snd feems 1n better order than
when I left London. I am likely to jog
on by myfelf, for if any-perfons were-going
my way, they would hardly have patience
to wait my horf¢’s motions, nor would he
mend his pace to pleafe any body. But
I qult I am not alone, nor do [I.often
feel a'want of any company but yours,
Continue to pray for me, I truft we thall
live to {ee the hand of God overruling
every thing for our benefit; and that
every {eparation, incohvenience, or €X-
pence; occafioned by a defireof promot-
ing his glory, ‘fhall be well made up -te
us, In the beft time, ' -

Hunfictt, 17 May.
I cannot tell you, how often your

dear name has been in my mouth,  fince
[ left you, nor how earneftly, and fre-
quently, I commend you to the Lord’s
blefing. May he teach us to improve
thefe fhort, occafional feparations. When
I am abfent from you, I moft fenfibly

feel
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feel how dear you are to me; and what
a heavy trial T fhould have, if God' was
to take you wholly from me. I ought
to believe, that He will enable me 1o
bear, whatever he may appoint, becaufe
fuch is his promife; but at prefent it
feems, that a blow fo near to my Reat,,
would be long, and deeply felt, in every
other circumftance of life, and -that:]
fhould find pleafure in nothing, but in
bemoaning my lofs. 1 doubt not, but
you have {imifar thoughts,, upon the {up-
pofition of my being removed. - May
we therefore learn,. in the fitft place, to
be thankful that we- have been fo often
reftored; and fo- long preferved, to each
other; and that our affection is ftill mains
tained inviolable,, and increafing, And
{econdly, to. be watchful and cautious,
that we do not, by our idolatry; or ingra-
titude, render it neceffary for the Lord,
even in merey, to wound us in the moft
fenfible part, and to punifly either of us; -
in the perfon of the other.

Yov
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" . “You did not bid me wrltc, be-
caufe, T fuppofe; you hardly thought . I
could refrain, for fo many tedious days,
from giving my mind 4 httle vent. qu
oftn "have I told you, that whatcver
pleafure, or amufement, I may find in the
company of friends, yet there is a pecu-
liar fomething, that fhares in, and givés’
an mexpreﬂiblc caft to every motion of
niy mind, when you are abfent? ‘A man
deprived of his right hand, may go about
his bufinefs ‘with the fame fpirit, and ala-
crity, as in time paft, yet every thlncr he
undertakes, -will neceiTanly ‘femind, and.
convince him of his lofs. Tlus, or fome-f
thing ‘Tike ‘it, I may have hmted 2 thou-
fnd times; but as I write ‘and fpeak
from my heart, the thought occurs. as
readily to “‘me, as at the’ ﬁrﬁ and I can-"

.l"'l

not
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not eafily avoid repeating it. I am afraid
of idolatry, I am afraid we have been,
and ftill are, too guilty of the charge;
and the Lord, to whom alone we belong,
and to whom all our fervices, and affec-
tions, are primarily due, might juftly, very
juftly, blaft our boafted paradife. Ye
we owe 1t to him that our {ouls are fuf. -
ceptive of tender, and generous feelings,
He formed us for each other, and his
good Providence brought us together. It
is no wonder if {o many years, fo many
endearments, {o mahy obligations, have
produced an uncommon effect; and that
by long habit, it is become almoft impof-
fible for me to draw a breath, 1n which
you are not concerned. If this mutual
affeftion leads us to the fountain from
whence our bleflings flow, and if we can
regard each other, and every thing about
us, with a reference to that eternity to
which we are hafting, then are we happy
sndeed. Then not even death, (the dread
ot mortals, efpecially of thofe who live i

the
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the pofeflion of their withes) can greatly
harm us. - Death itfelf can only part us
for a little fpace, as the -pier of a bridge;
divides the ftieam, for a few moments,
but cannot make a real feparation. ' The
friendly waters foon mix agam, and with

one force, and confent, prefs forward
to the ocean,

Were 1t. not for the fupport of be-
heving that there 1s a brighter, and a longer
day, beyond the grave, I fhould fink down
in defpatr, and ftarve, if I may ufe a vul-
gar {aying, in the midit of plenty. For
though I have known too much, not to
fmile at the cold difciples (if there are any
fuch) of Platonic love; yet methinks a
regard like ours, 1s defigned to flourith
in a better world than this, and can never
appear difplayed to its full extent, and ad-
vantage, until tranfplanted into thofe re-
gions of light and joy, where a]l that 15
imperfet, and tranfient, fhall be-no more
known, Here then is the true plan of |
happinefs for us; to confider that God

who
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who fade us, made us immortals; and
appointed us to fpend fo many years, i
the moft interefang connection, not only
to {weeten the cares of life, and to render
our path through this wildernefs more
eafy ; but chiefly, that we might be help.
ful in animating each other, in our pro.
grefs to that kingdom, and crown, which
is incorruptible, and undefiled. A king.
dom to which we are called by Him, who
died once, to give us right, and now
lives for ever, to give us entrance.

Liverpool, 6 Augufl,

It 15 aimoft noon, and no letter.

I begin to fear I {hall not have one by
this poft; and I know not the time when
a letter from you, would have been more
welcome, or more neceffary. I can but
poorly bear your abfence at any time, but
I feem to need you now, more than ever.
[ feel much fulpenfe, and anxiety, about
| out
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our late pr0poﬁ:d movements ;-and | have
n one, to whom I-can unbofom myfelf;
or if I had a thoufand friends; they: Wwould
fignify little, without you.” I 'am athiaméd,
and grieved;. to think how 1rkfome I ﬂnd
it, to be here alone. ‘
Now I am well again: a great rap-at
the door, and a letter from fomebody, has
quite cured me. - But as a few days of my
leave of abfence, are yet unexpired, and
the Colle&tor (to whom I told a fad ftory,
what a poor difconfolate thing I am) has
added fix more to them, I think to take a
journey into Yorkihire, and to meet you,
in good time, at Manchefter. I am told,
the coach performs in two days, which I
am atraid will be fatiguing to you ; butif 1
get hold of you again, you fhall not want
for good nurling. | | :
I am glad you ventured to London by
water ; for I with you to {trive againft, and
conquer, vain -fears,” The only way of
doing this effeCtually, 1s by placmg our
hopes and fears, where-alone they are due.
Vou. 11, E Let
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Let us pray for grace to fear the Loy,
and his goodnefs, -and then we need not
be afraid, though the earth be moved,
and the mountains caft into the midft of
the fea. Many a prayer I have put up for
you, fince I faw you. I hope the Lord wil
anlwer us for ourfelves, and each other. I
hope you will not be wanting to pray for
yourfelf. -Prayer 1s the great fecret, which
oives the true relith to ife.  When I can
pray with fome liberty, I find all goes on
well ; when I cannot, I have no real plea-
{ure in any thing. I believe, I fhould not
have begun my letter in fo complaining 3
ftrain, if I was not much out of frame
for prayer. Draw nigh to God, and he
will draw nigh to you; is a maxim that
we ought always to regard.  To-morrow
I {et off for Yorkfhire, Rut how gladly
would I give up the pleafure of vifiting my
friends there, to.fly, by the fhortelt road,
t0 you, that I might tell you by word of
month, if I was able, how.much I am
Yours, &c. -
Yo
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1702,

Liges poa! 14 3‘:::13

You will perhaps wonder that I
choofe the for mahty of writing, when we

have {fo many happy opportunities of ex-
changing hearts, by difcourfe. But ih this

way I can colle&t my thoughts, and prefent
them to you, in one view. And you can
likewife perufe, and reconfider them, at
your leifure. Therefore without - further

apology or preamble, T proceéd to the
noint. |
Though it is “not neceﬁ'ary, it always
gives me plbafure to repeat, how truly I
love you, how muth my happmefs de-
pends upon you, and' that T never tafte
pleafure miore ﬁm:érely mifelf, than When

{ am inftrumental to the promoung of
yours, And that, on the  contrary, I
account it among my moft. painful trla]s,
if either through inadvertence or necef-

E 2 fity,
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fity, I occalion you any unealinefs, I
afflume no merit from being able to fay
this. It amounts to no more, than that
I know when I am well. Befides it 153
juft debt, in which I ftand bound for the
innumerable obligations, your affe€tion
daily 1ncreafes upon me. 1 fhould be
blind not to perceive, and ungrateful if I
did not acknowledge, that you are not
behind hand with me 0 your inchination;
and, from the turn of our arcumftances,
you have had fairer opportunities of thew-
ing, what facrifices you can make for my
repofe, efpecially within thefc laft three
y€ars.

And ftill it feems the advantage s, and
will be, on your fide. Iam fill {triving
to decline the thoug_hts of an undertaking,
which though otherwife I fhould think
agreeable, has this momentous difficulty
attending it, that- it has not your full
concurrence, and approbation, IfIthought
myfelf in the path of duty, and had you
on my fide, methinks all trials would be

comparatively
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comparativcly light ; but when duty feems
to call one way, and my regard for your
peace feems to nlead powerfully for an-
other, how can I but be greatly per-
plexed ¢ ﬂ

Not but that I am well affured, if
told you, 1 was at fuch a pinch,‘ that 1
could fee no medium between grieving
you, and acting againft the hght of my
own mind, you would comply with any

piopofal 1 could make; -and would rather
{uffer in filence, than fee me at continual

varlance with myfelf. But fuch a confent
would not fatisfy me. The more you
conftrained yourfelf for me, fo.much the
more fhould I be pained for you; and
thus, by our fenfibility, we fhould give
each other greater trouble, n . propor-
tion as we endeavoured to avoid it.

[ hope therefore that I write this in a
happy hour, and that the Lord, who has
power over all hearts (to whom we owe
our all, and efpecially our mutual love),
will accompany it with his bleffing, that I

E 3 may
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may not merely extort. your confent, but
obtain your full concurrence and:appta:.
bation to my defign. ‘I much defire ito
enlarge my licle attempts inthe way'of
preaching, or expounding, (call 16 what
you pleafe), in Liverpook. The wifh of
many here, the advice: of ‘many abfent;
and my own judgment (I had" almoft
faid my confcience), "are united. on one
fide; which I think would' preponderate
againft Mr, B—'s fingle fentiment; if
vour fears did ot add- weight: to his
{cale, . G
The late death of Mr.: Jones of St. Sa-
viour’s, has preffed this concern- more
clofely upon my mind. 1 fear 1t mult be
wrong, after having fo folemnly: devoted
myfelf to the Lord for his fervice,: to
wear away my time, and-bury my talents
in filence (becaufe I have been refufed or-
ders in the church), after all the great things
that He has done for me. . And fhould
He throw me upon a fick bed, or vifit you
for my fake, I believe the fenfe of my

cowardice,
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cowardice, and- indolence, 1n this: bufinefs,
would greatly. aggravate my diftrefs. . .15

I think there are but two poffible~¢b+
jetions againft my purpofe... Thefirf i
That I:fhould probably - draw upon my-
flf, . fome. of that fcorn or oppofition;
which, .1n a greater or lels degree, is -the,
ufval. portion of thofe who determine to
be faithful. But even if this was a weighty
fomething, though indeed it is quite light;
when. compared. with the bleffings pro-
mifed. to thofe who fuffer for the -truchy
it is fome encouragement to find, ‘that.
after it has been: publicly known; for. rﬁOre
than a twelvemonth, that feveral of: my‘
friends frequent my. houfe -on -a Suhday
evening, 1 have not had the leaft difturb-
ance near home, nor been treated with
the leaft difrefpelt; or ridicule abroad; upon
that account.© And if I procured a larger
place to fpeak in, I might ftill go on as
quretly.. However I am: Wlllmg to ven-
ture. |

The other ob_]c&wn being ftarted by
E 4 prudence,



eV Letters ta a Iife,

prudence, ouvght to be attended to. By
I think that if I chofe {uch times cnly, as
would not interfere with my bufinefs, |
fheuld run no hazard of lofing my place,
And this is the opinion of my immediae
fuperiors in office, whom I have con
fuited upon the point. Nay 1 know not
bur the diminutions I have found in my
emoluments, may be owing to my liefi-
tatien.  If I ferve the Lord heartily, he
vill be anfwerable for confequences; but
it 1 continue to ferve him by halves, and
to rebel againft the conviftion of my
mind, will it be any wonder, that when
I look for much, it fhould come to 1ittfe ?
You know that I am not wholly in-
competent, either as to knowledge or ex-
preflion. Shall 1 flatter your regard for
me, by hinting, that perhaps a ftep of
this kind, may (in a little time), gain me -
more refpet and ‘eftimation than I have
yet known? But, I hope, we both wih -
to be governed by a nobler motive. It
will be of little moment what the pecple

of
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of the world once thought of me, when'
they, and we, fhall ftand before the judg-
ment feat of Chrift!

You juftly complain of du]l Sabbaths.
Let us then embrace the firft favourable
opportunity, of aiming at what may more
enliven them. You love to hear me fpeak,
upon all occafions. And I think you have
fomettmes heard me with pleafure, as a
preacher. And, you know not what bleff-
ings may be yet referved for you, Per-
haps the Lord may fend you the grreat'eﬁ |
favours, by the hand of him, from whom, ~
you are kind enough to accept the fmallci’c |
tnfle with complacence.

After all, as I have already faid, I ¢an-
not be content with forcing your bare
acquiefcence. I beg therefore you will’
think it over frequently, and intreat the
Lord to direct us both. Perhaps, bef'ore f'
long, it may feem to deferve your appro~
bation, To hear you fay fo, would make
me quite another perfon.” For while I
remain in this fufpenfe, T feel, at times,

Eg5  aburden
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a burden which T can hardly bear, g
cannot poffibly thake off *,

- May

¢ The influence of my judicious, and affe@ionats
counfellor, moderated the zeal which dictated the pre.
ceding letter, and kept me quiet, till the Lord's tige
came, when I thould have the defire of my hear,
Had 1t not been for her, I thould perhaps have pre.
cluded myfelf from thofe important fcenes of fervice,
to which he was pleafed to appomt me. But the ex.
ercifes of my mind upon this head, I believe, have not
been peculiar to myfelf, I have known feveral per-
fons, fenfible, pious, of competent abilities, cordially
attached to the eftablified church, who, being wearicd
out by repeated refufals of ordination, and, perhaps,
not having the advantage of fuch an advifer as [ had,
have at length {ftruck into the itinerant path, or fit.

tled among the Diffenters, Some of thef:, yet living,
are men of refpe&able characters, and ufeful in their
miniftry. But their influence, which would once have
been {erviceable to the true interefts of the church of
England, now rather operates againft it. I was long
In 3 trying fituation, thinking myfelf bound in con.
{cience, upon grounds, which, I believe, would have
ftood the teft of ¢andid examination, could I have
obtained a hearing; and yet refufed admiffion, by
two archbithops and one bithop, into that lint of fer-
vice, which had my decided prefesence. This was
one of the reafons I have to praife God, for, the partner
He mercifully allotted me. She was ufeful to me
througa
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- May the Lord blefs, guide, and-giigrd
you, and abundantly reward you for all -
your affection and kindnefs to

Yours, &c.

through- life, but perhaps in no one inftance more
efientially fo, than in the prudent ufe flie made, of my
affetion to her, and of hers to me, at this period.
I believe no arguments but hers, could: have re-
firained me for almoft two years, from taking-a rath
ftep, of which I fhould perhaps have foon repented,
and which would haveled me far wide of the honour,
and comfort, I have fince been favoured with. The
Lord's time, 1s like the time of tide, which no hu-

man power can either accelerate, or retard, Though
it tarry, wait for it,
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1704.

London, § dpril,

Your poor hufband has need of

vour prayers, that he may not forget himfelf,
amidft the many carefles he meets with., |
hope I fhall not, but my heart is deceltful,
and defperately wicked; and I can already
fee, how profperity blinds, and hurts, even
perfons of good fenfe, and much experi-
ence. 1 cannot but be pleafed, to find fo
many gracious people, 1n the higher fcale
of life, But Ihope I could take as much
pleafure, 1n converfing with the poor of
the flock. I think I could be happy at
Olney, if the Lord made me ufeful to the
people there, though neither they, nor I,
{hould be fpoken of, beyond the bounds
of the parith. I am glad, you are pleafed
with the profpet; for no earthly con-
fideration can animate me fo much, as to
have our hearts, and defires, united in this
point,
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point, as they are in every thing elfe.
What a blefling do I poffefs, in our undi-
yided, unabated affettion! May the Lord
fantify 1t, as a mean to lead us both, more
clofely to himfelf. 'We are comparatively
happy now ; but we fhall not be complete-
ly fo, till we arrive in the better world, of
perfet peace and purity. My heart re-
joices at the thought, of meeting you foon,
at Liverpool ; but what will that be, to the
joy, when we fhall ftand together, before
the throne of glory, free from every im-
perfection, and trial; when we fhall fee
Jefus as he is; be fully conformed to his
image, and join in {inging his praifes for
ever. With what complacence fhall 1
then confider you, as the inftrument the
Lord prepared, to preferve me from ruin ?
And how will you praife him for our
union, if he is pleafed to make me, in any
meafure ufeful, to promote your faith and
hope ! |
I cannot, as yet, judge, how my affairs
will terminate. If it pleafe the Lord; if
It
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it be the right place, and the right time, 1
fhall fucceed. But I would have you pre-
pared, for, what we call, a diappointment;
But difappointments, are neither more nor

lefs, than providential intimations of the
will of God.

Lendon, 12 April,

[ was with the bifhop of Lincoln
this morning, and he has fixed on Monday
next for my examination. If I get fafe
through that {cene, I fuppofe my ordina-
tion will foon follow. He received me
with great civility and candour, The be-
ainning of my interview with the bifhop
of Chefter, was not fo pleafing. I fufpect
that fome perfon, or perfons, at Liverpool,
had written to him, and not in my favour.
Great men, not being able to fee every
where, with their own eyes, muft depend
upon information; and are liable to be

impofed upon by mifreprefentation. He
faid,
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{:id, that before he-could authenticate my.
reftimonials; he muft afk: me'fome quel~
rions. But when [ fhewed:him Lord
D ——"s letter, a full ftop was put to
all enquiries, but what were agreeable.
He became very fociable; kept me in chit-
chat, near an hour; and, when I took my
leave, he withed me mueh fuccefs. 1
fhall be glad to have this buftnefs fairly
finithed. My mind has been greatly un-
fertled. - Much company, and frequent
changes, do not well fuit me.. Friends
fmile, and favour me, on all fides; but
creature regards, affect me too {trongly,
and 1 feel a-degree of dearth, in the midt
of plenty. I hope I fhall be better, when
we return to our old uniform way of life, fo
far as the expected change, will admit of
uniformitys 1 have been more familiar
with -the higher fort of life, of late, than
formerly, and fee ity in its greateft advan-
tage and beauty. - : But ftilly my heart-is a¢
bome ; and I am fully convinced, that-ne,
affemblage of - earthly- things, -could make
~ mec
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me more happy than I have been, and
hope to be again, 1n the moderate {itua-
tion, to which we have been accuftomed,

I defire to praife God, for the progrefs
of your recovery ; and begiri now, to think
ferioufly of our removal. How will you
be able to travel, fo foon after your long
illnefs, and confinement? But why do ]
look fo far beforehand? Will not he,
who has done fo much for us, do what is
{till neediui? I mult break off. May
the Lord blefs, and comfort you.

London, 18 April.

JusT in the apparent moment of
fuccels, new difficulttes occurred, which
feemed to threaten, a total overthrow to
my bufinefs. So the poor failor 1s fome-
times alarmed, with the apprehenfion of
fhipwreck, when his port 1s m view. - But,
as I truft all difficulties are now obviated,
through the kind interference of Lord

D—,

i
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) ————, to whom [ have occafioned
wo much trouble, I {hall {ay no more of
then,

I waited on the bithop of Lincoln this
morning, and have reafon to revere him,
{or his candour, and tendern«ts. " The ex-
amination lalted about an hour, chiefly
wpon the principal heads of divinity,  As
[ was relolved, not be charged, hereafter,
with difiimulation, 1 was conRyaned to
diffent from his Lordihip, in fome points.
But he was not offended; he declared him-
flf fatisfied, and has promifed to ordain
me, either next Sunday, in town, or the

Sunday following, at Buckden. Let us
praife the Lord |

London, 20 April,
Wauar thanks do I owe to the Lord,
for all his goodnefs to me! He made me
willing to refign all, and to enter upon a
very obfcure, and limited fervice, - for the

fake
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fake of s gofpel: but when 1t came 1o
the point, he mercifully interpofed, to pre-
vent it. I alcribe 1t to his goodnefs, tha
my application to the ;rchbimbp:; fix years
ago, did not fucceed. There is now g
probability, of my being comfortably fix-
ed, in a more agreeable conneltion. May
he keep me humble, dnd ‘dependant, and
all will be well. But T {ee {fome ﬁ'rikfng;
and unexpected inftances, of the great
danger, to which the countenance, and
friendthip, of perfons of dittinction, may
expofe a2 minifter. We are poor, weak,
inconfiftent creatures, if left but a little to
ourfelves. My next acknowiedgments are
due to Lord D . He has greatly
interefted himfelf in my behalf. Confider-
ing his rank, and fome other circum-
ftances, I might wonder, that he fhould
{fubmit to take fo'much trouble, did I not
obferve, from other -inftances, that. he
thinks not of himfelf, where there 15 any’
probability, that his influence can procure
benefit to others, | |

As
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‘As I have a litdle leifure, I muft fil} up
e paper s but how 2. T can repeat, that I
love.you ; that I continually offer up prays
ers, .and, thapks, on your behalf,: 1. can.
ell you again,. as I have told you a thou-‘
find times, that your dear .perfon, yout.
ffection, and all its interefting. proofs and
pledges, are deeply engraven on my heart,
Oh! what do I, what do we both.owe,.to.
the God of our lives ! Shall not the mer-
cies, we pofiefs in each other, though great
and valuable 1n themlelves, be much more
fo.in their effeéts! . Shall they not lead
us higher, and prove as fteps, by which
we may -rife to a ftill greater happinefs!
Yes, I truft fo.  When I look back with
wonder, to {ee how the Lord has led us
thus far, by a way which we knew not, .I
am encouraged to hope, that the end. wall
crown the whole. How gractous has he
been to me, in preferving me from innu-
merable inconveniences, into which I
have been ready to plunge myfelf; and in
aving me {o many advantages and friends!

How
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How gracious has he been to you, in vi-
fiting vou {cafonably, yet gentdy, from
time to time; 1 mitigating your illnef;;
preterving, and compoling you, during niy
ablence; In permitting you agam to g
abroad! And now, I hope, you haves
change of fituation before you, which wil
preve to your comfort, in every refpedt,
It is true, as you obferve, if we remove to
Clney, we fhall not be wholly withou
trials, They are infeparable from this
mortal ftate, and they are neceffary to dif
cipline us, and to keep us from wandering
Letus, therefore, guard againft refting n
the creature. Let us pray for fubmiffion
to the will of God, and that we may wel-
come every event, from a fenfe of his hand
being concerned in it, and a perfualion
(which his promifes warrant) that fome

way or other, all fhall conduce to our
final advantage.

] gavE
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Buckden, 28 April.

I mave waited upon the bifhop,
this afternoon; hawe gone through all the
previous forms, and am to be ordained
(if the Lord pleafe) at eleven to-morrow.

[ hope the repeated intimations I have
given you, concerning this long-expetted
to-mortow, have been 1n time, to engage
you in earneft prayer for me. I now al-
moft {tagger at the profpe€t before me.
My heart is, in fome meafure, though I
dare not fay {uitably, affected. I am to
fand 1n a very public point of view, to
tke the charge of a large parith; to an-
fver the inceffant demands of ftated, and
occafionad {ervices ; to preach what T ought,
and to be what I preach. Oh! what zeal,
fath, patience, watchfulnefs, and courage,
will be needful for my fupport, and guid-
ance! My enly hope 1s 1n the name, and
power, of Jefus. May that precious name
be as ointment poured forth, to your foul

3 and
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and mine! May that power be tryp.
phantly mamfefted 1n our weaknefs!

I purpofe now, to crofs the country t
Olney, juft to peep at the place, and peo.
ple, and to take the Liverpool coach, a
Stony-Stratford. If {o, we may meet on
Thurfday. My heart jumps at the thougl,
But the Lord’s time will be the beft,

Buckden, 14 Fune.
I caMEe hither, in fafety, about
eleven this morning. I have been-twice
at prayers, at the chapel. The bifhop
received me very kindly. Whether |
have a {fecond examination to go through,
or not, I cannot yet tell.

I underftand, I cannot be difmified very
{foon on Monday; fo that it will probably
be tea-time, before I am wish you. |
think you will trult me, not to make any
~ unneceffary delay.  You know where |
left my heart, and that, even if I wasin
| mugci
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much more agreeable fituation,. than at
prefent, I would break through all; :for
your fake; and prefersthe little. vicar-
age of Olney, wich you in it, to the palaces
of kings, without you,

[ meet here with many candidates for
orders, but I know not that there is one of
my ownturn,  However, they are all very
avil; and 1 endeavour to accommodate
myfelt to them, as far as duty, and con-
fcience will permut.

I pr:{y the Lord, to fill your heart with
hislove,  Then you will bear my abfence
35 ealily, as we can brook the want of a
candle, when the {un fhines 1in his noon-
day ftrength.  Pray for me, and for your-
felf,. And remember, that, amidit the
‘many things which require a degree of our
attention, one “thing is ‘more -efpecially
needful. I commend you to his grace,
‘and blefling,

-

Your
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O:’m‘x, 12 Fuly,
Your leteer (as you will belxe»e}
was very welcome. I defire to be thank-
ful for your fafe journey. I fet off] the
moment the coach was out of fight, and
had a pleafant walk home. As I wa
paffing through Emberton, an old woman
came after me, and 1nvited me to her cot-
tace. Five or fix more women foon
joined us,  We talked, fung a hymn, and
I prayea. I thought 1t a good baiting place
by the way.
I am well, and as comfortably fettled as
can defire, during your abfence, [ feel
the want of your company, but hope to
bear it without anxiety. I cannot wifh to
love you lefs; Ihope it is impoffible. But
I wifh for us both, that our regard may
be fanttified, and kept 1n &u_e {ubordina-
tion. While I rejoice, that we are {o hap-
pily fenfible, of what we owe to each
other, I have caufe to mourn, that our love
{0
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to him, fhould be fo faint, and difpropor-
tionate. His love to us pafles knowledge.
He loved us, when we were enemies, with
+ love, expenfive, and interefting, beyond:
expreflion. A love, that expofed him to
ignominy, and torture, that coft him his
blood, and his life. A love, that makes
over to thofe who believe in him, all the
riches of grace, and glory.

You need not propofe Mr. T—-"s cafe
to me, as a caution. Our {ituations, and
conftitutions, are different. However, I
hall try to be prudent, and careful. But
our times are in the Lord’s hands. He
who preferved me at Liverpool, will pre-
ferve me at Olney, fo long as he has fer-
vice for me to do. Beyond this, 1 have
no great defire to live, unlefs upon your

“account,  And, I truft, he will fpare me,
while it is needful, and good for you. I
we have an eternity to fpend together; in
his praife, it is no great matter who_is re-
moved firft, or how foon. All our tears
will be then wiped away.

Var. 11, F - Al

¥
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Allour ﬁ iends here, feem to V1c 1n Civili-
ty.; and thofe who are not frlends are kept
quiet. 1 hope not to provoke them, by
any part of my behaviour; burif they will
be offended with me, for {peaking the
truth, I cannot help it.  As to provifion,
I am quite eafy about it.  The Lord, who
brought me from Africa, where I was def
titute of every thing; who has given you
to me, and cealt {o bountifully with us
hitherto, will not fuffer us to want any real
good, now he has fo vifibly difplayed his
POWET, and DOVl dence, in placing me
aere.

Dincy, 1% Faly.

1 onserve what you fay about
rlampltead.  It{eems a {ituaon, in fome
Tefntéts deﬁrable, and, was | onlw to COn-
fult my afrec'hon for you, I fhould wifh to
{ce you in more 2grecable circumiftances

zhan 1 can expe&a.;p procure you here.
3 Bur

f
= %’;
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nut we have ftriking examples, to remind
us, of the danger of choofing for ourfelves,
and being dazzled by great profpe&s. 1
.m well corivinced, that the Lord brought
us hither, and without as clear an intima-
tion of his will, I hope I ”ﬂlall not 1ndulgc
2 with for a removal. The people love
me ; exprefs a warm defire for my con-
dnuance ; our aflfemblies are crowded, and
I hope, the Lord makes my preaching
ufeful. VVhlle thmos bear this pleaﬁncr
'1ppea1ance, { thould not only be ungrate-
ful to the Lord, and my friends, but blind
0 My owi comfort, if I liftened to a new
offer,

My health continues good, and I can
kardly form a wih, but for you. But
when, which 1s very often, I think of the
dittance between us, I give a litde figh,
and long to fee you. 1 prdv fnany times
ina day, for your peace, and cftablihment
in grace; and I rejoice in the hope, that
God 1s gently drawing you to- himfelf, by

the alternate inducements, of licht affic-

3

I g tions,
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tions, and weighty comforts, and favours,
Let this be your encouragement and mine,
that no one ever {fought him (1n the way
of his own appointment) 1n vamn. Though
he may feem to delay, ke will furely come,
and overpay our expeltation. For my-
felf, I have been brought, almoft 1mper-
ceptibly, thus far.  When I think how
cold, dull, and heartlefs, I have been; how
often I have wandered; how often trifled
upon the brink of temptation; when I
confider what powerful, vigilant, and fub-
tle enemies are combined againft me, and
how many profeflors have fallen, on my
right hand, and my left, I am amazed at
the greatnefs of his mercy, in preferving
me. I am a hiving witnefs, that there 1
forgivenefs with him; and that he 15 able
to fave fo the fﬂ‘fﬁi':ﬂﬁﬁ;

THE
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b{rzej, 21 ;‘}‘ﬁg'; -

THE account you give me, of the
centleman who dined with you, is very
affeCting. Every lofs is gain, that is
overruled, to bring the foul home te God.
But the Lord has dealt ftill more favour-
ably with us, How often have we de-
ferved to be feparated! Yet we are fpared
to cach other. May our lives praife him;
and may we be freed from idolatry! To
love each other, and dearly too, 1s no fin;
nay, it is our duty. But he will not fuffer
2 creature, to ufurp his place in the heart.
The time of our ignorance, he mercifully
winked at; but now he has ﬂleivri‘ us ‘what
1s right, it behoves us td be upon our guard.
Oh! that he may fo difplay the power of
his grace, that the bonds, and-fhackles,
which detain our fouls might be broken!
He can, he will do it, if we wait and pray.
“Inow can judge, by my own feelings, how
much you muft have fuffered, during my
E 3 long
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confined as you was, and anxious for the
event of my journey. I never pitied you
as I ought, ull now. For though I like-
wiie lonzed every day, and every hour, to
fee yeu, I had many things to divert my

jeng {icy in London, efpecially, fick, and

attention, and alleviate the teelings of ab-
fzace, Dbut at prefent, I am as you was
then, at ome and alone.  But as I know,
let who will have your company, I have
vour heart, I can make a good fhift, for a
time. |

How are brother and fifter C—¢ Do
they love likeus? No, they cannot yet.
For Love, at firft, 15 2 child, and grows
{tronger. By age. 1 wih fhern happy;
more happy than this world can make
them,

Olney, 5 Augufl |
I rrzr your headach at this diftance.
Your frequent indifpofitions are not plea-
fant,
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fant,but T truft they are mercies, for which.
we have reafon to be thankful. Our com-
forts and croffes are all from the fame
hand, We have chaftifement, only becaufe-
we need it. I aim- to leave you in the
Lord’s hands.  Should we not forget our-
felves, 1f he did not {eatonably remind us,.
What, and where, we are? In the cafe
of fome of your dear friends, for whom you.
grieve, you may. {ee, how, in all prcba~"
bility, it would have been with you, ifhis
eye of-Love had not been fixed upon yeu. -
from your birth. He prepared his difpen-
fations, to. withdraw you gradually from:
that life of vanity and diffipation, to which
you might otherwife have been- enflaved,
all your days. And he has been’ gently:
dealing with your heart, for feveral years..
patt; leading you, if flowly, yet, I hiope,.
furely, nearer to himfelf. How much of
his ways, how many of his people, has he
fhewn you! and he has given you a heart.
*0 love them, and reconciled you to things;.
- Ed 0w
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~20 which you were once s liztle inclined,
45 thoie whom you now pity.
1t I confider the endearing-union he hag
cemented between us, with all its effedts,
only 1n a temporal view, I prefer it to all
the treafures, pleafures, and honours, this
vworid can afford,  So that I would not
exchange the joy I feel, in the thought
-that you are mine, to be monarch of the
whole carth, But furely, it is much more
valuable, confidered asthe mean, by which

the Lord defigned to unite us both to
himfelf,

1766.

Olncy, 12 September, .
I rray God to blefs to you, the or-
- dinances, and converfation, you are favout-
ed with i1 London, that you may go into
Kent, filled with the fpirit of truth and.
love. When you are- there, I hope yO.;
Wl

—t
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will make good ufe of the bible, and throne
of grace, to pleferve you from bemcr in-
feCted, by the fplrlt of the World Ah!
what a poor vain thing is the World | Wc
have both found it fo at tlmes, (though
we once loved it) and fhall find 1t fo
again. But may the Lord keep us alive
to a fenfe of its vanity, before more evil
days return, to extort the confeffion from
our feelings. Sicknefs, and pain, and a
near pmfpe& of death, force upon the
mind, 2 conviction of the littlenefs, and va-.
nity, of a worldly life. But there is a
more pleafing way of learning this leflon,
if we pay due attention to the word of
God, and pray for the light of his counte-
nance. If he is pleafed, to make his face
to fhine upon us, all that the world can
offer, to bribe us, will appear infignificant,
and trivial, as the fports of children.

He who has given us this defire, will;
I truft, anfwer it, and unite our fouls to
himfelf for ever! Happy ftate! To have
peace with God, by Jefus Chrift; hberty

Fs of
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of accels at a throne of grace; an intereft
in all the promifes; a fure guide by the
way; and a fure inheritance at our jour-
ney’s end! Thefe things were once hid-
den fromus. We were {o blinded by the -
ood of this world, that we could look ng
farther, than the prefent life. But even
then, the Lord locked ‘upon us, with an
eve of mercy. He led us on, gradually,
by a way which we krew not, to bring us
1nto the paths of peace. How wonderful
has our hiftory been; not mine only, but
a:fo vours. How ofien has he made him-
{cif known, as your Deliverer, and Phy-
{iian! in raifing you up, from the gates
of the grave!  May we always remember
his gcodrefs in your laft afliGtion.” How
did he fiveeten the bitter cup ; frengthen
vou with frength in your foul; enable you
to pray for yourfelf; engage the hearts of
“many in prayer for you, and then fpeedily
snfwer our prayers. Let us then esci
ach other to praife him! T hope thi
litzde interval of abfence will be ufeful, 10

| MAKE

ﬂ‘
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make me more {enfible of his goodnefs, in
fill fparing you to me. I maké but a:
pbm* fhift without you now, from day to
day; but.] am comforted by the hope, of
feeing you again fhortly. . Had you been
removed Dy your late fever, I ‘fhould hot
have had this relief! May we then hve
to him, and may every’ day be a prepara-
tion for the parting hour. Dark as this
hour feems in the profpedt, if we are efta-
blithed in the faith and hope of our Lord,
we thall find it fupportable; and the' fe-
'paratxon will be fhort. "We ﬂ1a11 foon
meet again. IIappy mectmg' To part.
nomore !~ To befor ever with the Lord.
To join in an eterial Tohg, to him who
loved us, and wathed us from our f{ins, in
his own blbéd" Then all tears fhall* be
w1ped from our eyes, and we ﬂwll Weep‘.
10 more for CVEr, .

Fé ] was
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Olney, 26 September.

I was with you in {pirit this even-
ing, at the Lock, and prayed, that the
Lord would give a blefling to what you
might hear. To love,.and truft, the Lord
Jefus, is the great leflon we have to learn,
We are {low {cholars, but he can teach us
effeCtually. Without him, the very fef
of this life is infipid, and his prefence can
make the worff, {upportable. 1 often think,
and hope you do not ‘forget, how gra-
cioufly he fupported, and anfwered you, in
your late diftrefs. There was a fomething,
that could, and did, bear you up, under
pain 2nd anguith, and refrefh your fpirit
when your bodily ftrength was almoft worn
out. This is an inftance of what he can
do; and fhould be a bond of gratitie
upon both our fouls.  Your health 1s re-
ftored, and mine is preferved. May we
devote our whole felves to him. He has

oreat things to beftow; and if we feel our
need
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need of his mercy, we are properly quali-

fied to receive it. "We are not called to
buy, .but to beg; to receive, without

money, and ‘without .price. By believing,

all becomes, freely-and furely, our own.

Not on the account of our.prayers, but of
his promife, blood, -and mediation. And
all he requires of us, is to be humble and
thankful ; and the more he gives us, to de-

fire ftill the more. O my deareft M. I
blefs his name for bringing us together,

and for fparing us to have fome:know-
ledge, and communion, .in ‘thefe great
things, ‘How many, that were joined
about the fame time with us, or fince, have
been feparated by death! How many are:
living in mutual difguft! And how many,
who feem happy, ‘are, in reality, miferable,
becaufe they know nothing of the Lord,
and of his goodnefs !

I1BECIY
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Oluey, -8 Ocdober. .

I BEGIN to count the hours to Fi-
day. 1 am very defirous, though not
anxious, to fee you. The Lord has been
cood to me, 1o your abfence; the time
has not feemed tedious, and- all things at
home and abroad, as well as I could wifh.
I begin to write to-mgnt, becaufe I have
devoted to-morrow, to be fpent, with as
Iittle 1nterruption as poflible, ag.a day of
prayer, to intreat him to give us a happy,
and fan@ified meeting, and that our future
lives may be devoted to him. How great
-are our obligations, for unitifig us at-firft;
for reftoring us fo often; for raifing you
up: from {o many illnefles; for preferving
our affettion ; for overruling our concerns;
for providing us friends; and efpecially, .
for direting our hearts to feek his face,
And ftill he 1s loading us with his benefits.
Theough we have not been without our

trials, yet, all things confidered, who has.
| pafled
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pafied more gently through life, thus far?
And with whom, upon the face of the
carth, could we be now content to éhange?
But with nothing has my heart been more
affeCted, than with his goodrefs, in, and:
fince, your late illnefs. I am perfuaded,
{omething paffed then, that has left a relith,
and effect, upon your mind ever fince, Is.
itnot fo? Are you not determined to be
his? Next to the falvation of my own
foul, I have had no defire fo often in fhy
heart, fofoften in my lips, as fo fee you
wholly given up to him?  And I truft, he
has been anfwering my prayers, my many
thoufand prayers, from year to year, What
a bauble, in my eye, would the poffeffion
of the whole earth be, 1n compartfon wnh
ar ‘being fellow heirs of the hope ‘of
eternal life. | |
I purpofe to be 1 time, to recei'vé }fdu
at Newport; Perhaps I may wait at Mr
R—7%, as he lives oppolite to ‘the inn
gate. " But ‘when I hear the founci of the
“coach, T fhall ‘take rhy léave, with very
- hittle

Lt
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hittle ceremony. You never were more

welcome to me in .your whole:life,: than
'you will be this time.

1768,

- Oluey, § Apri:

I sore this will be the more wel-
come, for being unexpelted.. May 1t find’
you in health, and peace, pantmg after
communion with God. |

I think of youall day. And though
do not feem quite {6 much at a lofs, when
you are from me, as I have, fometimes, for-
merly been; I am fure, it is not becaufe I
love you lefs. The Lord has given us a
fufficiency of mutual affeGion, which has
been ftrengthened, by a long feries of en-
dearments, and kind offices; and by a near
participation in the comforts, and trials of
life. And now, it fhould be our great
concern and prayer, that our love may not

be
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be inordinate, or irregular; nor interfere
with what we owe to-the great lover of our
fouls. The apoftle’s queftion, Was.Paul-
crucified for you? fugeefts a thought,
which difparages all creature regard, as
the fplendour of the noon-day fun, over- -
powers the twinkling of the ftars.

May the Lord open your ears, and your
heart, that you may receive profit where

youare. Do not give place to unbelief,
Jefus is both .an able, and a willing Sa-

viour. . Pray Tor a tender confcience, and
‘2 dependa;f fpirit. Watch agamnft the
motions of felf, they are fubte and various.
Let no engagements prevent you from
referving feafons of retirement, for prayer,
and reading the fcriptures. The beft com-
pany, the beft public ordinances, will not-
compenfate for the neglet of thefe. At
the fame time, guard againft a fpint of
bondage ; nor fetter your mind, by too
many rules and refolves. It is our .privi-
lege to ferve the Lord with cheerfulnefs;
not.confidering him as a.hard mafter, but -
as
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as a tender Father, who knows, and pities
our weaknels; who 1s ready to pardon our
miftakes, and to teach us to do better,
He accepts us, freely and gracioufly, when
we prefent ourfelves before him, in the
pame of Jefus, his beloved Son,

Martham, 15 April,

WE 1eached this plage to-day about
noon. Iam very well, on]y much fatloued.ﬁ
The man you faw ftep into the coach, was
drunk all the way to Colchefter, (wherte \
we left him.) He fwore, for a time, ak '
moft at every word, As foon as I could
find a favourable opening, I fpoke to him.
He was civil, and promifed to_{wear no
more. But, poor man! he might as wcl
have promifed not to breathe. However,
he was tolerably quiet afterwards,

My heart loves you, my deareft, and
many an ejaculation I breathe out for you;
which, indeed, is almoft the only kind- of

prayer,
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prayer, 1 have found time or room for,
fince I left London. But I hope to be
recrutted, and compofed {foon. I amlike-
ly to have bufinefs enough in hand next
week. At prefent, I am dry and empty ;
- but the fountain, from whence I have been
often {upplied, 1s ftill full and flowing.
Excufe a fhort letter. If it was not to.
you, I could not write at all. |

Olney, ¥ May.. .
Tue Lord brought me home in
fafety laft might. I believe our dear people
are truly glad to fee me ; and I am fure, I
rejoice to be with them again. I preached,
this morning, from 2 Sam. vil. 24.. |
with my deareft, a growmg exPeriencf: of %?
the fubject. No honour can be compared
to that of being the Lord’s people;. no
privilege like that, of having him for our
God. o |
I muft not write much, for it is almoft:
time
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time to find a text, for the afternoon, which
I have not yet done. I went this morm.

ing into the pulpit, as having only a fmal)

'piece of bread, and of fifh, to fet before

the multitude. But, through mercy, i
multiplied in the diitribution, and, Ihope,
there was a2 comfortable meal, for thofe
who were prefent, and fome fragments
left, that will not be loft.

I't is not choice, but neceflity, that makes
me {fometimes iive, as we fay, from hand
to mouth. While my head is full of new
perfons, and places, I cannot do otherwife.
And I have reafon to be thankful, that my
hopes are feldom difappointed, upon fuch
occafions : though 1 know not when |
have been {o ftraitened, and embarrafled,

‘as I was the other night at the Lock. 1
rather wonder, that this happéns fo fel

dom, than that it happens at all. How
juftly might the Lord take his word of
truth, out of my unworthy mouth! Per-
haps he faw it good for me,; that Mr.

Self thould have his comb cyt rather there,
than
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tan in another place ; and I hope there 13
dat in me, which is as willing to appear to
» difadvantage, (if 1t muft be {o) at *thc
Lock, as at Olney: though, to be fure,
fleth and blood is pleafed to be thought

fimehody, when among dear friends, or fine.
folks,

Olnty, 3 May.

I pIp not promife to write to-day,.

but my heart is always ready, and oppor-

wnity always welcome. 1 am in good

health, and glad to be again retired from
yonder noify city.

I wrote yefterday to Mr. A——, and
n my evening walk, my thoughts, and
prayers, turned much upon the affelling;
troke he has received. Indeed, it has
been feldom out of my mmd fince I came
home. Befides my concern for his lofs,
and my own, (there is no caufe to mourn
for her) 1 confider it as a loud fpeaking

lefion
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leffon to me, and to you. How often Iy
fhe been raifed up from the brink of the
grave, in anfwer to piayer; and yet, now,
fuddenly and unexpectediy removed | We,
likewile, have been long preferved, and
often reftored to each other. But a time
will come, when every gourd will wither,
every ciftern be broken. Let us pray for
a waiting, refigned, and dependant frame
ot {pirit; for ability to commit ourfelves,
and our all, 1nto the merciful hands of him,
who careth for us; and that, while we are
fpared we may walk together, as help-
meets, and fellow-heirs of eternal life; We
fhall not be parted a moment fooner, for
living 1n daily expectation of our appoint-
ed change; but the thought may be 4
happy mean of conipofing our minds, and
of preventing us from being too much
engrofied, either by the {weets, or the bit-
ters, of this tranfitory life.  Many occa-
fions of care, and perplexity, that are apt
1o walte our time, and wound our peace,
v:ouid be avoided, could we duly confidet

how
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how foon we {Liall have done with all thefe
thines.  May you, may I, be more root-
ed and grounded in the ‘truth, more hum-
bled and comforted, more filled with that
love, 107, and unfpeakable peace, which
the goipel reveals, and for which the pro-
mifes of God warrant us to pray. Be not
difcouraged, becaufe you have nothing of
your owi. The bucket 1s put into the
well, empty, and becaufe it is empty ; the
Lord has opened wells of falvation for us,
and has promifed, that we fhall not feek
his face 1n vain. :

I long to have you at home with me;
for though I am, in a {enfe, very comfort-
able, the houfe looks unfurnifhed without
you, and I mifs you in every room. How
then muft the Mior-fide look to our dear
fiend! Every ftep he takes, every per-
fon he meets, muft remind him of his lofs !
But I truft the Lord 1s, and will be, his
fupport, May his grace be with us!
Then we thall be equal to every’thing that

¥
PO
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can poffibly befal us, and need not be
afraid of evil tidings,

Olney, § May,

Your laft dear letter found me in
peace, and, I hope, did me good. It
quickened my prayers, and praifes, on
your behalf. I never attempt to pray,
withut putting up fome petitions for your
{piritual welfare, nor without aiming, at
leaft, to exprefs my fenfe of gratitude to
the Lord, for jotning our hands and hearts,
Your affection, and its confequences, are
continually upon my mind,-and I feel you
1 almoft every thought. I am willing to
hope, that I am, in fome degree, freed
from that 1dolatrous regard, which made
me place you too long in a light, for which
I deferved to forfeit you every day. But
I am {ure. my love has fuffered no abate-
ment ; yéa, I am fure . it has increafed,
from year to year; though I endeavour

4 to
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0 hold you more in fubordination to him,
to whom 1 owe you, and by whole bleffing
Jone it 15, that we have found comfort 1n
each other. I truft the Lord had a further
defign, than our accommodation in the
prefent life, in bringing us together; even
that we might be joint-witnefles, and par-
ukers of his grace, and fellow-heirs of his
filvation. Onur ecarthly conneflion mift
ceaft; but, an eternal union 1n happinefs,
s an important profpect indeed! LEvery
thing elfe, however valuable in its place,
inks into nothing, upon the comparifon.
If youth, and health, and life, could be
prolonged for a thoufand years, and every
moment of that {pace be filled up, with
e greateflt {ausfaltion we can conceive ;
this feemingly long period muft at laft ter-
minate ; and, whenonce paft, itwould appear
hort, and inconfiderable, as the eighteen
years we have already fpent together, do at
mefent, Butif we are united in the faith,
ind hope of the gofpel, we (hall never part.
Lven that feparation, whichmuft take place,
Vor. I1, G ({o
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({fo painful, at times, to think of) will not
deferve the name of parting. It will be
but ke the one coming down fuit from
T ondon, and the other fafely followirg in
a few days. And, however Aeth and blood
may ftart at the app rchenfion, the cale of
Mr. A———, and many others, lukiciently
prove the tond’s i faithivinels o hus pro-
mife, and that he can fupport tick who
ruft him, in the moft trying circumitances,
.

1.
1
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JereSsre, be our chief concern, to

a-ain 2 cood hope, that we arc hus, 2l
Lo 15 cury, and then we may C cheertully
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commis the reit to hun, e can forgive

-

fn, tmpart grace, fuddue corruption, i-
Jemce umbelict, mone us firong out of wesk
~% and do more than we can eiher alk

ar owink.  And what he does, ne dics

£ oetv. withour menev, and without price,
e daes not rejuire us to help our.clvey
bofore we appiyv to him, - but to come ©
ki for help, and we fhall not coic i

vain, Pz fn.k.,-‘bu, 13’ GLL,iﬁ‘L,um’ﬂlL
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ndory. Tell hum, what I am {ure you
are convinced ofy that you have nothing,
deferve nothing, can do nothing; but that
vou have heard, he 1s mighty to {ave,
iand has promifed, that none who apply to
him, fhall be in any wife calt out, None
ever did mufcarry in this way,  If they dud,
his truth, and faithfulnefs, muft mdcarry
with them,

Oluey; 15 May.

I nope vour vifit in Kent, will upon
1review, be made profitable to yvourfelt,
You will admire the Lord’s goodnefs, in
feletting you, (as one of a thoufand) to
he knowledee of his truth, when you
might, (according to the views, with which
vou firlt entered upon life) have been
full fwimming down the ftream of vnpfiy
2nd folly, with the multicude.  How lisile
aid eizher of us think, in thofe carly days,
when I Grft knew you, to what the Lord

G2 defigned
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defigned to lead us! Do not you fee, and
fay, He has done great things? Hoy
often has he raifed you from the gates of |
death? With what mercies, and gentle- ;
nefs, has he followed you? Whata great
advantage has he afforded you, in folarge an '
acquaintance and intimacy, with thofe who
fear and love him. Shall the enemy :
urge you to draw difcouragements, from
¢thefe muliplied inftances of the Lords
ocodrefs? 1 hope not. Do not give
way to unbelief. Do not induige perpley-
ing theughts, of the fecret counicls of f God.
What is revealed in the fcripture, calls for
our attention; and there it 1s wricten, as
with a fun-beam, They that feek, fhall
end.  Itis true, when we are feeking, he
often exercifes our patience; but ne nas
rold us before-hand to expeét it, and has
oiven Us encouragement, by parables, €x-
amples, and promiles, to continue praying,
~nd not o faint.  Though he tarry, wait
for Lim. Though he may feem to trext
you like the woman of Canaan, for a tme

yct
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vet he is full of compaflion and mercy.
The humble fpirit, the principle of faith,
the heart-felt repentance, and every other
0racious difpofition, to which the promifes
are made, are all his gifts, which he be-
ftows freely on the unworthy.

Since you know, that you are a finner,
and that he 1s the only Saviour, what thould
prevent your comfort? Had he bid
you do fome great thing, you would, at
leaft, have attempted it.  If a pilgrimage
to fome diftant place, was the appointed
mean of falvation, would you be content
to fit at home and pertth? How much
rather then, thould you keep clofe to the
throne of grace, when he has only faid,
Afk, and you fhall receive.

When we firft joined hands, neither
vou, not I, knew much of the things per-
fining to our peace.  But as foon as the
Lord began to thew me a little of the way,
how much, from that time to this, you
have been upon my heart, is only known
v him: and I truft he has anfwered, and

G 3 1S
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aid hove uJ niced 1oy gridf,
From that peried, [ have had a hope, of
more veiue to me than tae peflefion of
the earth, that he hos tzken a fure hold of
vour heart, and that he will net ceale to
draw you ncarer and nearer to [imfelf,
Continse to pray, and watch over your
fpiric.  Keep always 1in mind, that vou
are a finner, and Jefus is a Saviour of
finners. Such thoughts, frequently re-
curred to, are means, by which the Lmd
compofes, and fanétifies, the frame of our
tempers, and the ftrain of our conveila-
rion. Accept this little homily in good
part; and may a olefling attend you In
the perufal,

f pREACHID
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3700,

Olacy, 18 May.

f rreacuep veflerday at Colling-
eve. 1 he church was {ull. Returned
n fafety before nine in the evening.

The cafe of thofe who decline from the-
sood way, after they feem to have chofen.
i, is lamentable. Thus it might have
been with us; but thus I truft it fhall rot
be.¢ The Lord has made known to us,.
his name of Love, and has thewn us, what
we thould never have {een, had it been his
pleafure to kil ws. Let us live under
2:ding views, of the all-fufficiency of
jelus the Saviour, and we may rejoice in:
hope.  The peace of Ged, which pafieth’
enderfranding, 15 {cldom attained, but
through a courfe of confilt. God gave
Canaan to Ifrael by promife, and put them
in pofleffion, by the power of his own
arm, yet they mutt fight for cvery nch of

G 4 ground,.
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ovound.  The defire, and the accomplifh.
ment, are equaky of grace; ver, in the
ufe of means, and with our eye to him, we
muit itnve,  Our poor exertions wopl
be in vain, if he did not require them ; by
now taey are needful, and fhall be fuccefl
ful.  The rod of Mofes, the inftrument of
periorming fo many miracles, was no bet-
ter than common wood, till the appoint-
ment of God gave it a wonderful virtue,
Had Moles then refufeﬁ, or neglelted,
ufe to 1t, he could have done nothing,
Now the means of grace, efpecially
prayer, may be compared to the rod of
Mofes. If we go on, with this rod in
our hands; if we call upon God, me-
ditate upon his promifes, and plead them

from day to day, he will make our way
profperoys,
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Olney, 28 May.
Tue Lord has mercifully brought

me home in peace. The fatigue of the
journey, and the exceffive heat on Tuefday,
occafioned a flight fever, which went off
that evening, and returned yefterday, as I
was taking horfe at Bicefter, However I
rode, not unpleafantly, to Buckingham,
and there, for feag of overdoing, we took a
poft-chaife to Stratford, where Mrs, U~
kindly met us, and brought us home, I
have fince taken the bark, and all the
ufual fteps, obferved in intermuittents.
Preached without pain on Sunday. The
fever is now gone, my appetite returned,
and T am well. My flight illnefs, was
rather a baulk, and hindrance, with refpe&:
to my friends at Oxford, and Sutton. But
tking all things together, I never had a
more comfortable journey. I felt fuch a
peace and compofure, in confidering my-

flf, and all my concerns, in the hand of
G s the
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the Lord, as I cannot defcribe, and ¢
feldom attain when 1 healih. T had not
one impatient, or anxious thought, not
even about you ; and {feemed quite willing,
if the Lord had fo pleafed, to have died
upon the road. I was, yefterday, if everin
my life, as a weaned child. 1 hope this
account of my indifpofition, will not hurry
vou home, {ooner than you wntended, for f

m quie recovered.

‘Ob.rey, 10 HHay,

Viv thouchts will accompany: you
to Wimbledon to-day. Give my affec-
tionate refpedts to our dear friends, and
ell ther, T fhould have hiad much pleafure
in being of the party. Befides the chief
\~dncement of their company, I am fond
of the place, and fhould promife myfelt
fome pleafant heurs in the walks. But I

r-r

know, ncither places nor company Gl
communicate any real good, unlefs the

3 Lord
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Lord be prefent. And when he 1s near,.
any place, and even {olitude 1tfelf, 1s agt'cé-
able, It is my mercy, to find that in
Olney, which contents, and fatisfies me.

I have fuch.a levee of kind enquirers, .
every morning; that I'am much interrupt-
ed in writing. It is pleafing to be beloved,.
and doubly pleafing to me to know, that
the favour the Lord has given me here, is
chiefly on account of the gofpel which I
preach,  The affection, that is built upon.
tis foundation, will endure for ever, and
will flourtfh,. when every other tie fhall.
ceafe; and thus, 1 truft, it is between 12y
deareft M. and me. How clofely has the*
Lord united us, by marriage, by affe@ion, .
by the ftrongeft, and moft erdearing obli-
aations | But all thefe, refpect the prefent.
ite, and muft terminate with it.. But [
truft, there 1s a ftill nearer relation between -

us, 1n the Lord, and . in his truth, . which
fhall fubfift-to Eternity.. In the mean time,
miy lhe give us to Know. more of the
power, and comfort.of it, while we walk.
ogether here below ; that we may rejoice in .

GG the-
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the knowledge of what'he has done already,
and in the profpect of what he has provided
for us, hereafter. Believe, my deareft, and
you fhall be eftabhfhed. Pray, and your
faith thall be confirmed. Refift the devil,
with the fwvord of the {pirit, the good word
of Ged, and he fhall flee from you. Draw
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you,
I know your difcouragements, but they are
not peculiar to yourfelfl.  Surely, he has
appeared for you 1n times paft, and I can-
not doubt, but he will again.

I am glad to think, the time of your re-
turndraws nigh. I mifs you every day, and
hour; yet I cannot fay, that time 1s burden-
fome, or that I am very dull, or #uked, as
they call it here, 1n your abfence; as the
people think 1 muft be.  Several of them
aimoft threatened to write on Sunday,- to
tell you how ill I was, and to beg you to
return immediately ; but their fears mag-

iled the cafe. They long to {ee you,
however, for your own fake; and give the
moft fimple, and affeCting proofs, that they
love vou dearly.

1 HAVE
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I770.

Olney, 20 May.

¥ nave had a moming walk, 12

which I was favoured-with fome liberty ;

at fuch feafons you-are always remem-

bered.. While 1 would praife God that

we have been fo long and fo comfortably

fpared to each other, I muft not forget

that an hour of feparation muft come, and

that the time is uncertain. It muft be {o,

and 1t 1s well.  Surely we could not wifth
to live always here!- Oh for a clearer
view of our intereft in the love, and all-
fufficiency of the Saviour; that we may
f:ay our fouls upon him, and poilefs a fta-.
ble, unfhaken peace! It 1s He who has
given us 2 defire to feek him, becaufe He
has purpofed to be found of us, Jer. xxxi.
3. And though our defires are too faint,
and difproportionate, to the greatnefs of
their obje@, he will not defpife the day
| of
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of fmall things, nor quench the {moak-
ing flax.

I feel your abfence, and long for your
return, but I am not difconfolate. It
was otherwife with me once. I can re-
member when the fun {eemed to fhine in:
vain, and the whole creation appeared as.
a blank, if you were from me.. Not that
I love you lefs. The intercourfe of many
fuccefiive vears, has endeared you, more
and more, to my heart. But I hope the:
TLord has weakened that 1dolatrous difpc-
fition, for which I have {o often deferved
to lofe you: I am aftonifhed" at his pa-
sience and forbearance, that when I pre-.
fumptuoufly gave you that place in my
heart, which was only due to Him, He
did not tear my 1dol from me! To what
‘dangers has my 1ll-conducted regard often
expofed you! But he 15 God and not
man. 1 hope it 1s now my defire to-
hold nothing in competition with Him,
nd to entruft my all, to his keeping and
difpofal.  1f we hold cach other in a pro-

per

y oo
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per fubmiffion, and fubordination to Fim ;.
He will blefs us, and make us mutually-
comforts and helpmates,. He will fanc--
tify the bitter of life, and give the fweet:
a double {weetnefs.. His blefling is the-
one thing needful; without it, there is.
neithér fecurity for what we poflefs, nor
true fatisfaCtion in the poffeffion. We
have no good in, or of ourfelves, or which.
we can impart to another. We may, pity;,
but we cannot. relieve each other, when:
in trouble.. We cannot remove one patn,,
or give one moment’s peace of iind, to:
thofe whom we beft love,

Many -prayers are, and will be put up:
for you and Mrs. U—, while you are:
away. It 1s this endears Olney to me..
‘The Lord has a praying people here, and:
they-pray-for us. To be interefted in the:
ﬁmple,:‘aﬁ'e&ionate,.and carneft prayers of " -
fiich a people,. is a privilege of more va~
lue than the wealth of kings. In anfier-
to their prayers, the Lord has placed -a
hedge about all our concerns, bleffed our

going



£36 Leiters ts a Wife.

going out and coming in, and preferved
us and ours in health, when fickne(s o
death have been in almoft every houfe
around vs. And, doubtlefs, I am much
indebted © iheir prayers, that with fuch a
heart as mine, and fuch a frame of fpirit
as I frequendy mourn under, I am fill
favoured witn fome liverty, acceptance,
and ufefulnefs, in my miniftry.

I77Iﬁ-.

Londony 19 Nowenber.

WEe came fafely to .town about
noon. I have jult parted with my dear
and honoured friend, with whom the
hours of the journey pafled very plea-
fantly. I am wondering at myfelf and at
every body about me. It feems ftrange
to think of being, {o-fuddenly, whirled away
from you. So many preaching, and other
engagements, are provided for me, that I
believe I cannot return before Saturday, I

bope the Lord will be with you,and that you
will
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will be led earneftly to feek a blefling for
me, and for yourfell I have breathed
out many a prayer for you, lince I faw
you, and-hope to do fo, while I can breathe
at all.  May He give us to grow daily in
the knowledge of his grace, and to re-
joice in the views of his excellency, and
of our intereft in Him, as our God and
Saviour. This is the one thing; and the
only thing which is promifed abfolutely,
and without a poffibility of failure, to thofe
who defire 1t. Every thing elfe is vain,
uncertain, and changeable. But he will
furely, though gradually, make himfelf
known to the heart that feeks Him,

I have been with Mrs, C——; fhe is
forely affiited, but appears to be in a
humble, dependant frame. From how
many heart-rending diftrefles, by which
others are fuffering, has the good Provi-
dence of God preferved us? May He make
us thankful for the exemption, and teach
us to bear our fmaller croffes, with a

becoming fubmiffign to his will !
1g
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1777 2%

Claplar, 2 Fuly,
Ir it was not to my deareft M,
{ could not write {fo foon afxer dinner,
But though my beliy 1s full, and my head
empty, I muft tell you, that 1 had very
quict, agreeable company 1n the coach, and
a pleafant ride to Peptford; where I

mounted a horle my dear Mr. T
- had {ent for me, which faid horfe brought

me fafely hither. Thus the Lord graci-

oufly preferves me, irom place to place.

I am always a little awkward without
you, and every room where you are not
prefent, looks unfurntfhed., It is not a
humble fervast who fays this, but a huf-
band—-and he fays it, not in what is called
the honey-moon, but in the twenty-third
vear after mearnage. Nor do I peak it
¢o my own praife, but to the praife of
cur good Loid, whoyby his blefling, has

endeared

'UQ
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endeared us to each other. Inconftancy
:nd vanity are inherent tn our fallen na-
-ure, and 1f lefc to ourfelves, we might
have been indifferent, weary, and difgufted,
jong ago. - But Heé has united our hearts,
and, T truft, the union fhall fubfift to eter-
pity. May we poflels, while here, the
peace which pafieth underftanding, -and
live under the abiding expectation of perq
foct happmefs hercafter. |

Olncy, 9 Fulys

I nave not much news to- teli
you. I have been to fee Mrs. R——.
You remember how near death {he was,
by falling into theé water, about a forts
nicht ago. She was fince perfuaded to.
take the air, in a one horfe chaife. They
were hardly half a mile’ from the houfe,
when the horfe fuddenly fell,upona fmooth
road, and by the thock, fhe was thrown.
out of the chaife, over the wheel, You:

valk
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will not wonder that the was much hure
and bruifed, if you confider her \T}eight.
No bones were broken, but the fall, in
addition to her previous illnefs, hes brough:
her very low, and I think fhe cannot con-
tinue lone. What thanks do we owe to
the Lord, for his merciful care of us in
all our journeys, when others meet with

fuch difafters, clofe to their own home!
The ftate of fome of our family where
you are, is much vpon my mind. I
hope I have engaged many to pray for
them. The Lord grant that all you fee,
hear, and feel, where you are, may draw
your heart ftill nearer to himfelf! What
is all below but vanity. ‘There is no folid
comfort, no abiding peace, but what we
derive from above. Once we knew no-
thing of this. But the Lord direfted our
path in life, in fubfervience to the defigns
of his grace. How few of thofe with
whom you were acquainted in your early
vears, have any right knowledge of God,
or of themfelves, We fet out upon this
plan,
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vlan, and if wiercy had not ftopped us, we
{hould have gone on, till we had perithed
with a lie in our right hands. Do, my
deareft, take encouragement from what the
Lord has done, to believe that he will do
ftill more for you. Do no: think that he
has opened your eyes, and taught you that
your help is in Him alone, only to difap-
point you, The enemy would keep you
from {eeking him diligently and conftantly,
and would perfuade you, that you get little
or no good from all your attempts, but
believe him not. Rather believe the word
of promife, that though he may feem to
delay, He will not, he cannot deny, thofe
who perfevere in afking in the name of
Jefus. Thus much tll the poft comes in.
How little do I know of my own heart!
While I thought myfelf fure of a letter,
I vainly fuppofcd [ could be eafy, though
I hould not receive one. But when the
poft arrived, and brought no letter from
you, my fplrlts funk in a minute, and, I
fear, I {hall be too impatient in wifhing

for
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for Friday.,  Surcly my dear M. knows
me too well, to think that after a whols
veek’s abfence, 1 fhould not be longing to
hear from ker. If you inadvertently neg-
lected to write, I muft gently blame' you;
1t ouvght, indeed, to be very gently, as it
is the firft faulc of the kind I can charge
you with, fince our happy marmage. 1
rather think vou have written, but by fome
mi‘take, the letter has miffed, for I am
willing to hope you are well. I am quite
cifconcerted. But if I recerve one by the
next poit, you need be in no pain for
me, for tnat will {fet all to rwhts. I have
been to bury a corple at Wefton this
evening, I promifed mylelf a pleafant
welk, but the want of a letter fpoiled it.
I would #in have direSed my thoughts
to fubjects of more importance, but 1
could not. Alas! 1 am a poor creature.
Pray, my deareft, write often, for nest
to your company, I prize vour letters,
above any thing merely temporal, that
this carth can afford.

I warTen
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Olneyy 12 Fulye

I warren about the ftreet yefler-

day, till 1t was time to go. to Orchard-

file, and then deputed Molly to fupply

my place; at halt paft four the horn

foun.ed, and my heart went pit a-pat. But

[ fon faw [Molly pafs the window, and

by her locks and her {peed, I guefled

fre had a leteer. 1 {natclied 1t from her,
and read 1t, and was prefently well,

My heart was melted the other day,
when 1 found the little book in your
drawer, 1 which you had began to fet
down fuch texts of fcripture as had more
particularly engaged your notice, and efpe-
clally when I read the two pages of prayer,
with which you had prefaced them. A
prayer agreeable to the promifes of God,
and, I trutt, ditated to you by his Holy
Spirit. My foul gave a hearty Amen,
to every petition. 1 am forry that any
thing prcventpd you from proceeding in

~what
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what was fo well begun; but I hope you
will refume 1t, when you return. The
bleflings of the Golpel are open to you.
Could you fteadily firive aganit the hin-
derances ard difcouragements thrown in
your way, and {imply and patiently abide
in the ufe of the means of grace, with-
out giving way to vain reafonings, you
would foon experience a growth In peace
and comfort. To patient faith, ti:e prize
is fure. May the Lord help you thus to
wait ; and may he give us more freedom
to converle for our mutual encourage-
ment. I am a ftrange, inconfiftent crea-
ture in this refpeCt, as In many others,
Next to the falvation of my own foul,
there 1s nothing lays {o near my heart,
as your fpiritual welfare; and yet I am
often tongue-tied, and can fpeak more
readily to any body, than to you. Let
us mutually endeavour to break through
every reftraint, that we may be help-mates
in the beft fenfe of the word. I preached
this morning from Deut. xxxii, 10, The

paffage
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walfage applies .to-all the Lord’s ‘peaple,
He found them.in awafte howling:wilder-
nefs.” How emphatically does.it apply to
me? He redeemed me from the houfe
of bonddge ia Africa, and has{ele@ed me,
as a pattern of -his grace to :the chief of
finners. What a mercy'to .me? [ truft
to you alfo! For he appointed us for
each other from the firft, and his ‘hand
‘brought us together, and:into our prefent
fituation, by a-train of miracles,

| -Londony, 18 Nowember. .

- Past three o’clock, and a cloudy
morning, So fays the watchman, ‘T hope
my deareft'is now.in a fweet fleep. When
1 have dene writing, 1 fhall proceed to
the coach, which fets off exactly at four,
Pray do not fear my being robbed, or hurt,
in the dark. For I expect a guard-will
go with me, one to'whom the darkneéfs
Vor. Il. H and
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and the light are both alike. I went
through a very long dark lane, on Wed-
nefday evening, with my dear -Mr.
Th~——, but no one difturbed us, for the
Lord was our preferver. -

You may be fure that my heart is con-
tnually with you. I feldom pafs many
minutes, without darting a thought up-
wards, in your behalf. The knowledge of
vour affeftion, affords me the greateft
pleafure, I can receive or defire, of a
emporal kind. But your apprehenfions
on my account, when I am called from
you, for a feafon, give me pain. 1 wifh
we could both, more limply, entruft each
other, without anxiety, to the Lord’s good-
nefs. Surely, he delights in our profperity,
or ¢lfe, why have we been fpared fo
long; or how have we been fo mercifully
fupported, fo feafonably relieved, and en-
riched with fo many blefflings, from year
to vear ?  May all that we expérience, be
fanctified, to humble us, and to increafé
our dependance upon him, who'is always
near and wiiling to help us. |

T muft
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T mult go. I carty. with me. from
place to place, a heart; full of an affeétionate
and grateful fenfe of your love, and of ithe
innumerable, and' invaluable mercies- and
comforts the Lord has given me, in the
relation I ftand to you.:

1774
Olney, 27 April.-

I sympATHISE with you; I already
icel the concern, which you will fhortly |
feel, when you fay farewell, to your fifter
and your family. Methinks, if I could
prevent it, you fhould not have a moment’s
uneafinefs, pain, or trial, from the begin-
ning to -the end of the year. .But how.
could you then be a partaker of that good,
which the Lord beftows upon his people,
through the medium of affiftions? I-
hope he will give you an-entire refignation..
to his will; and .that the grief you.and .
your fifter will feel at parting, .will be.

H 2  compenfated



148 Letters to a Wife.

compenfated by a cheerful hope of meet-
1ig again, perhaps more than once, in this
life; but if not here, 1na better world.
And when you drop a tear at leaving your
father, {ifter, aunt, and friends, remember
that you are coming to a hufband who
loves you better, than it 1s poffible any,
or all other friends can. You will be
more welcome to me on your return, than
on the happy day which firft made you
mine, How will my eyes delight to fee
you, my ears to hear you fpeak, and my -
arms to enfold, you.

My text to night is Pf. xxxvi. 7, 8.
It is a full, and gracious promife, The
weak, and defencelefs, fhall be fheltered,
under the wings of the Almighty! How
does the hen cover her brood with her
wings! If her power was equal to her
will, nothing {hould hurt them. The Lord
our Saviour, makes ufe of this image for
our encouragement; and Ass power, like
his compaffion, Is infinite, Again, the
hungry foul fhall be fatisfied with fatnefs;

not
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not merely kept alive, but feafted, {o that
it fhall thrive and flourith. Laftly, the
miferable fhall not only tafte, but drink
of pleafures; not a fingle draught, - nor
out of a veflel that will foon be empty,
but from a river whofe ftream is perpe-
tual, whofe fource 1s inexhauftible. We
need not fear drinking a river dry. The-
{treams of this river make glad the city
of God upon earth. How much more
abundantly will it flow in heaven? Here
then is our encouragement, Creatures:
fil and change, but the Lord is always
the fame. And He gives the water of.
life, freely, withour money and’ without
price.  He invites all who hear, and. re~
ceives all who ceane.

The clock is ftriking twelve, therefore
I will with you a good might. May the -
angels of the Leord, vea, the Lord of an-
gels hunfelf, watch over your bed, and
your {leeping hours. Ny chamber icoks
rather folitary at prefent, yet, through
mercy, [ fleep foundly.

H 3 I THANK.
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Olucy, 17 April.

I THaxk you for your letter. ]
do not complain of its brevity. A fingle
line to inform me of your fafe arrival,
would have gladdened my heart, and, 1
truft, have excited. my gratitude ‘to the
Lord our preferver. Not that I think
you in mere’ real da_ncfer upon the road,
than when at homt for a thouland un-
thought of dangers are always near us, and
- our own fhort-fighted care, 1s infufficient
to preferve ourfelves, or each other, for
a fingle moment. Yet my foolith mind,.1s
prone to be more f{olicitous about you,
when you are out of my fight. I am con-
fcious of many things, which make me
wender at the Lord’s goodnefs, 1n {paring
you to me fo long; and that you have not
been oftener, or more heavily afflicted for
my fake. But his thoughts are high above
mine, as the heavens are higher than the

earth.
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earth.  And it is our mercy that we are
not under the law, but under grace.
I rofe frem ny knees, to take my pea
in hand, and fhall daily pray for you all
I truft:the Lord has given your fifter that
knowledge of himfelf, which will make
her (ituation in Scotland agreeable, The
earth 1s the Lord’s, and his lervane:, where-
ever their lot 1s caft, have his throne of
orace always near them. I know not
how fhe may fare there-in peint of ordt-
nances. Iowever, if'the Lord is pleafed
to dwell in her heart, and in her houft,
He-can' make up every defe&t.: His Pro-
vidence undoubtedly leads her thither; and
we can: be no where better, ‘than in'the
path of duty. His-blefling upon fecret
prayer and the reading of his word, will
keep-:her -{oul alive, though the public
preaching fhould not be quite' to her with.
Though I mifs you continually, I am
neither lonely nor dull. I hope the Lord
will give me a heart to wait upon Him,
and then I fhall do well enough till you are

H 4 reftored.
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reftored to me; 1 need not with the time
away. It flies amazingly, falt, and alas!
too poorly improved.. Thefe littie fepa-
rations {hould engage us to feek his blefi-
ing, that we may be prepared for the
hour (which muft come) when one of us,
muit have the trial of living awhile, with-
ovt the other, The Lord, who appoints
and times, all things, wifely and well, He
only knows, which "of us will be referved
for this pamiul exeraife. - But I reiy on
his all-fufficiency and faithfulnefs to make
our ftrength equal to our day. It will
require a power above our own, to {upport
us under either part of the alternative,
whether we are called to leave, or to re-
ficn. But He who fo wonderfully brought
us together, and has fo mercifully fpared
us hitherto, can fweeten, what would other-
wife be moft bitter to the fleth, If he s
pleafed to {hine upon us, all will be well.
His prefence, can fupply the Jofs of the moft
endeared creature comforts, as a candle may
be eafily fpared when the fun 1s feen.
YESTERDAY
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- Olugyy 23 April.

YrsTerDay I went to fee Mr.
C——. 1 found him in much diftrefs,
and his -wife in more. They took my
going very kindly, but the coming of the
coroner prevented my ftay. The burial
was laft night, The church-yard was full
of people; but as the hour was late, and
the parents broken-hearted, I did not fay
much, at the grave. The lad was in his
fourteenth year; was juft come home
from fchool; had afked for victuals, but
before he got any, went with the cart,
which was going for hay. His father was
cutting the hay at a {mall diftance, and
feeing the boy get up upon the tharps, he
called to him, but was either not heard,
or not regarded. Another fon drove the
cart; the horfe fuddenly took fright, and
the field -being full .of hillocks, the cart
was foon overturned. ‘The boy fell un-
der the wheel, and was. inftantly killed..

H g He



154 Letters ty a Wife.

He neither {poke nor ftirred. Mr, C—
faw all that paffed, and was then forced
to be the mournful meflenger of the news
to ‘his wife. It {eems, fhe was wrapped
up (as we fay) i her children. I was
told- that when {he heard -of the event, fhe
flew out of the houfe, and'ran-a confider-
-able way, fhe knew not whither, before
fKe could be ftopped:  She:had :after-
wards 2 long fucceffion of fits,"and they
“feared fhe would have loft her fenfes. Bat
wher I faw her, fhe-wds more compofed. -
-She” feems to be not without a fenfe of
religion, fhe had been long a hearer 1n tife
lower meeting, but of late has come more
to my churd

- Itis a he'w], trial; but the Tord can
caufe geod fruits to grow, from a bitter
rcot. Fiow much-praife do we owe hun,
for that-prote&ion which-has covered us as
with a fhicld, in all cur journeys, as well
‘a5 at home? -1 hope foen to have a call
to thenk him, for conducting you fafely
wnto-Rent. s . T ST T

I have
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I have been to fee Mrs. C— again, It
is 2 pleafant, retired walk. to their houfe;
but it- was not plgafant to me, this time.
My heart, alas! was dry as a chip, un-
fettled as a weathercock. “However I
could, -and did pray for you.- I hope
fhe 1s a good woman. . She told ime, the
had .often withed, that fome occafion
might bring me to their houfe.  But nei-
ther the nor her hufband could take cou-
rage (fuch a formidable animal, it feems,
am I) to afk me.. She is now troubled
for having wifhed I might come. Butl

hope the ftroke may prove a blefling to
them both.

. Olney, 25 Apral.
I'ruank God I continue in good
health, and well enough- in fpirits. But
the frame-of my mind is-cold, wandering,
and unpleafant;- - For the:moft part, when
you have been:.abroad,, I have been fa-
voured with: morc-'compoﬁire',._ and-the:

H 6. hours;
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liours iave pafled more agreeably ang
profitably, than at prefent. But you
need not with y.ourfé}]ﬁh home, merely
upon this account. For the Lard aldne
can remove the complaint of a duil, dif-
fipated frame. Your tendernefs can do
much for me, but you cannot relieve me
in this cafe. But though I am not as ]

with to be, I am not unhappy. |
My text to might, when I.lay my head
upon my pillow, will be Pf, xxxtv. i3,
Who are the righteous, upon whom the
eye of the Lord is fixed, and to whofe
cry his ear is open? Not the ieif-righ-
teous—but the helplefs, unworthy f{inners,
who, without any plea but the word of
promife, put their truft in the name of
Jefus. Thefe are accounted righteous,
for their Saviour’s fake. They are ac-
cepted in the beloved, and, becaufe they
alk in his name, their prayer is heard.
Why fhould not we, my deareft, open
our mouths wide, and expett great things,
when we have fuch an advocate? Do
you
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you fay, How fhall I know that He is
mine? [ anfwer, He¢ is an advocate for
all, who will dommic their cavfe to Him,
They-are not defcribed by: name, but by
character; as {inners who have no hope in
themfelves, are not willing-to perith, and
therefore, hearing that He 15 able-and wil-
ling to fave 20 the uttermoft, venture upon
his word, caft themfelves at his feet, and
commit their all into his hands. Have
not I, and have not you fuch thoughts of
ourfelves, and of Jefus the Savieur I Wait
then for Him, gtve not way to unbelief,
He can do all that He fays, and He fays
no more than He means to perform,

Olney, 30 April.

I reEL for you every day while
you are at Chatham, but I hope and pray
the Lord will fanctify all to your profit.
If it depended upon me, you fhould have
nothing to gricve youfor a moment; but

3 | Iam

\



153 Letters to a Wife.

I am glad our concerns are in his wife and
gracious hands, who appoints us a mix-
ture of aMiions and. trials; not becaunfe he
takes pleafure in giving us pain' (o¥r many
comforts afford fufficient proofs of his
coodnefs), but becaufe he fees that trou-
bles are often better for us, than the
continual enjoyment of our own withes.

I am conceined to find you:fo very ac-
ceflible to fears and- alarms, upon my ac-
count, Indeed I would not exchange the
affe@ion which gives rife to them, for
erowns and kmgdems. But why fhould
vou make yourfelf unhai)py? Why dif-
truft the good hand: of God; which has fo
long preferved us? Why fhould you
take the courfe, which in the npature of
things, i1s moft likely to bring upon you;.
the evil which you fear? Do not you,
confider, that you yourfelf ezpofe me 0
the greateft danger, by your finful diftroft
of the Lord, and your over-much-depén-
dence upon a poor creature; who' Joves
you, it is true; even as his own-foul;: but

’ | _who,ﬁ
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who, with the warmeft defires for your
happinefs, is, in himfelf, quite unable to
promote 1t; unable to procure you the
fmalleft good, or to fhicld you from the
greateft trouble. May 1t pleafe God, fo
to imprefs and fill your heart, that your
fupreme - and undivided regard, may be
fixed upon. Him, who alone 1s worthy..
Then we fhall be-happy 1n each .other in-
deed, when all our thoughts and aims,.are-
properly fubordinate, to what we. owe to
him. If we loved him with all our hearts,
we fhould find it.cafy.to traft him with all
our_concerns. And .then .1t would not.
areatly fignify, which of us went firft to
heaven, or by what means. |

Let us, my deareft, pray for €ach othex |
Methinks we ftill wander 1n a wildernefs,
upon the very. brink of a happy:ﬁate, and-
yet cannot enter.. How ftrange, that we
who read of fuch a Savicur, who are ac-
quainted with fuch promifes,. (made to the
moft unworthy), ad are fo fully convmced |

of the reality of fgmtual blcﬂ'mtrs, how
| ftrange
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ftrange 1s 1, that < thotld be thus alter-
nately elevated, or caft down; by trifles!
That we thould fit, like Hawar, lamentmo
over an empty veffel, when the fountam
of life runs fo near us! Keep this to read
to me, when it may come to my turn, to
be pinched with unbelief. Perhaps you
will foon have occafion to fay, Phyfician,
heal thyfeif.

I kave had a pleafant walk this evening,
and was enabled to pray for you, that you
may gain a blefling upon all your re-
movals, and be reftored to me in peace.
My pillow text to night will be i Pf.
xxxix. Suppofe I take ver. 8. Deli-
ver me from all my tranfgreffions, make
me not the reproach of the foolith, How.
rich is the grace, that has provided a
ground for fo great a petition, as 1s ex-
prefled in the firft claufe! What arith-
metic can compute the whole that 1s 18-
cluded in the word 4/. One tranfgre-
fion, would be fufficient to fink the foul
into ruin, But the blood of Jefus Chrift

frees



While refident at Olney, 1774, 163

frees thofe who believe in Him, from the
puilt of All.  And his fpirit is fufficient,
to fet us at liberty from the power of 4
fin, fo that not one thall have domlmon«
over us. Yet the {upply of this fpmrit, 1s
to be fought by earncft prayer ; otherwife,
notwithitanding what we know, and what
we have received, we are liable to take
fuch fteps, as would make us the reproach
of the foolifh.

Whenever you return, you will bc wel-
come to me, 4s gold to the mifer, But I
hope to fupport the interval without being
burdened. My days are filied up with
employment, and at night I fleep foundly.
So that no part of my time hangs upon
my hands, .

e 'O[JIJ’_};, z‘M‘f?y.'
“Meraivks I fee you juft’ now.
Your fpirits fink a little,. becaufe you are
takmﬂ leave of your fiftcr and friends. = 1

allow



162 Letters, to a Ii73fe.

allow you to drop a tear or two. But [
hope to-morrow, and before you have
travelled many miles, you will refume your
cheerfulnefs, and leave them, and yourfclf,
in the hand of the Lord, without anxiety,
He fitted your filter for the poft he has
afliened her, and, I truft, he will not only
blefs her, but make her a bleffing to many
around her. I fometimes think, that the
-child’s lamenefs, may give fuch a different

rn to his future life, may prevent {0 many
things that might otherwife have happened,
and give occafion to £ many things which
otherwife would not have happened, that,
in the way of means, it may have a near
conne@ion with the falvation of his foul
It 1s good to truft the Lord, and leave the
management of all to Him. He is wile.
He fees to the end of our path. We,
poor fhort-f{ighted creatures, cannot {ee an
inch before us, and if left to our own
choice, fhould involve ourfelves in trou-

bles, by the very fteps we fhould take to
prevent them,

I fhall
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I fhall be glad to hear you are at Lon-
don, becaufe you will then be thirty miles
nearer to me. But I remember when
there were not only hills, but oceans be-
tween us, Then the Lord brought us
together in fafety. It feems to me now,
almoft as if we had been feparated for the
time of an African voyage. But I wait
with patience, your {ummons to meet you
at Newport. I would rather fee you
than all that the world accounts magnifi-
cent, I had rather hear you {peak than
hear all Handel’'s mufic. I would rather

call you, Mine, than poflefs waggon Joads
of gold. Some perfons would deem this
the language of folly, but it is the language
of love, and of truth.

It grows late. 'The maids are gone to
bed, and I fhall foon retire to mine. [t
s rather lonely at prefent; but I thank
God, I am a ftranger to the remoteft with,
that it were lawful for me to have -any
companion, but yourfelf. Since the Lord
gave me the Eileﬁrc- of my heart, in. my

deareft
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deareft M—, the reft of the {¢x are ng
more to me, than the tulips in the garden,
Oh what a mercy 1s1t, that I can fay this!
I fpeak it not to my own praife, but to the
praife of the Lord. I have a vile hear,
capable of every evil; and, in mylelf, am
as prone to change as a weather-cock
But, with refpeét to you, he has been
pleafed to keep me fixed, as the north-
poie, without one minute’s ¥artation, for
twenty-four years, three months, and one
day; and I humbly truft, that he will tius
keep me, to the end of my life.

Lrite

Olyey, 4 May.
Tuz wind blows hard at M. E. {o
that I fuppofe, your brother and filter are
embarked. If they are, I do not mean t0
be very uneafv for thiem, and 1 hope you
will not. The God of the dry land, s
God
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God of the fea likewite, He is 3s near
us in a florm, as.in a calm; 5. and we need
his protecticn, | no lefs | I a ¢ 1lm, th: m n a
form. May the Lord give to them, and
to us, his grace;, that, lookmcr to him, we
may be comforted under all feparations
and changes, by an aflured hope of meet-
ing, to unipeakable advantage, in a better
world! We are all leflening the diftance,
apace, to our everlafting home. Our VOy-
age through life, will fometimes be incom-
moded by ftorms; but the Lord Jefus is
an infallible, almighty pilot, ‘The winds,
and the feas, obey him. None ever mif-
carried under his care ; and he takes charge
of all who entruft them{clves to him., Has
he not made us willing to do {0? Then
“we may be fure, he will not difappoint the
hope, which he himfelf has given us. Let
us make his good word our compafs, to
dire&t our hearts, to the haven, to the
heaven, where we would be !

I need not with time away; 1t flies with
an amazing {wiftnefs, even in your abfence.

But
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But I hope 1t will be better with me, when
you Teturn. 1 am not uncomfortable, but
I am a lictle wnlettled. 1 can do more
bufinefs, m two days, when you are at
home, than in three, when you are abread,
For though I fit many an hour in my
ftudy, without feeig you, yet to.know,
that you are in, or about the houfe, and
that I can fee you when I pleafe, .gives a
fort of compofure to'my mind: fo that I
muft not fay, your company is 2 hin-
derance to me upon the whole. Though
occafionally, my attention to you, may
make me leave fomething undone, which
I ought to have done. In fhort, whether
with you, or without you, I am a poor
creature, and fee much to be afhamed of
every day, and in every circumftance.

My comfort, and my care,
My fafety, and my {nare,
" You have been, and you are !

However, I have great reafon to blefs
God, that I ever faw you,

I am
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" Olriesy 9 May.

1 Am YEI'Y glad you heard, and ap-
proved, Mr. » and efpecially, that vou
mean to call upon him. I hope, you will
pray, and ftrive againft, thofe prcjudlces,
which your affetion for me, and your jea-
loufy, left any perfon fhould not look upon
me with the fame partiality, which you
do, have fometimes occafioned.” Thefe
thoughts have been the greateft hurt toyour
pirit, and the greateft hinderance to your
comfortable progrefs, of any thing that I
know; and have fometimes given me no
(mall uneafinefs. I cannot with you to love
me lefs, but I often wifh you could be lefs
anxious about me. Pray for me, that I may
be fimple, uprlcrht, and diligent, 1 in my walk
and work; and then you may cheerfully
leave my concerns with the Lord; and
may be-affured that he will give me, asmuch
acceptance and favour, as is good for me.
Be upon your guard againft making your-

felf,
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"' 3 21"'135 of courlz, me, unmfy A0
iags, which neither of us can help, o
.alttfr J,a,mf";.,um toliow tempers; and
Saian'is always fubtle, and bufy, in his at-
Iﬁm}-*a tc brek our pcace, and divert our
thoughts from the midin objet. Though
§our COmpany 1s rn} dm*‘ef’c and mott va-
lued, earthly cemtort, 1 fhall be well re-
paid, for a month’s abfence, if you bring
home a defire, to watch and pray againft
thofe wrong :mpreflions, which your love
to me, has fometimes obtruded upon your
mind, And I hope to ftudy myfelf; the
leffon I recommend to you; and to ftrive,
and pray, for the ornament of a meck,
and queet fpirit,  But alas! though I
~now 1n theory, what a chriftian fhould be,
I am fhll fadly deficient 1n pra&ice,

Give my love, and thanks, to all my
kind friends. I was once without a friend ;
but God has fince given me many. Who
that had feen me at the Plantanes, would
have expetted, what has {ince taken place?
How unworthy am I, of all that I have

received]
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received ! Very unworthy of betng made
happy-in you; -but above all, unworthy of
the honour of preaching the gofpel, which
I too long dcfplfed and blafphemed
My evening walk was outwardly .plea-
fant, but my mind was confufed. How-
ever, I prayed for you. Let me bé as 1
will, in other refpects, you are always pre-
fent to my thoughts, My love has been

prowing from the day of marriage, and
il it 1s 1n a trrowmo' {tate. It Was once

as an acorn, but it has now a deep root,

and {preading branches, like an old oak,
[t would not have proved fo, if the Lord

had not watered it with his bleffing,

Olney, 22 December,

As you intimate you fhall not come
before Sarurday, T write again. I need
not wifh the interval away, though I long
to {ee you: Saturday will foon be here. 1
thank the Lord, and I thank you, for your

Vou, I1. I etter.
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Jeteer. ~ Indeed, he has been very gracious
in{upporting you, and your father, {o much
beyond expeftation ; furely my heart has
had a fellow feeling with you.  But fuch
forrow, as he by his grace 1s pleafed to
fantfy, will be ‘hereafter numbered
amongft our mercies. I often {peak much,
in public, of his all-fufficiency to uphold,
under every trial. T have feldom had 2
more remarkable proof of it, than'in the
courfe of this late affliGion. May he en-
able you to improve this inftance of his
goodnefs, as an argument againft that
vain reafoning, of unbelief, which has {o
often difcouraged you. If he had not been
with you, I am fure you would have been
crufhed bike amoth. I hope, when we
meet, we fhall rejoice in his loving-kind-
nefs; and that you will be able to fay,
Becaufe he has heard me, therefore I will
call upon him, as long as 1 live,

May we learn, from what we have felt,
and from what we daily fee, of the vanity

of all things here, to fix our theughts upon
the
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the ope thing, needful - That.we may ex., .
pEFience:; lus loving:kindnefs to, bc bctter
than life,. 1ticlf and may have a ﬁlre re-

jource 1,3 his Love, againtt, the prcﬂ'urc of

"""""

s, - lhat we may 1q01cc, as thoie Who
are {1l liable to be. called to mourn ; and

mourn,.as thofe who have a happy prof-
pect, of rejoicincrfor ever, at laft; I thought,
on Monday morning,, that I was praying
for you, while you. were.ftepping into the
coach.  But when you did fet off yefter-
day, T was afleep. But the Shepherd of
{{rael, who neither flumbers nor flecps,
was pleafed to watch over you, in your
journey ; for which I defire to praife him.
Sicknefs, and death, have entered many
houfes here, fince you left home. But we
are Thll prefcrved Our times are in the.
hands of him, who careth for us.

I have had another peaccﬁJl night, and
awoke this morning in health, I hope
you can fay ;;héja}me,__- W_e hie. down, and
anfe in fafery, becaufe the Lord fuftaing
. 12 us.
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us. ‘Oh! to fay, This God, this great
- {God, is our God; our fun, and fhield,
.and portion! What a privilege is ‘this'?‘
What a counter-balance for every ti‘ialti
And fince he has {aid-to our hearts, Seck
-ye my face, and has given us a defire to
anfwer, Thy face, O Lord, will we feek,
1t 1s not poffible, that we fhould feek .in
vain. The Lord-blefs, and keep you, lift

up the light of his countenance upon you,
.and give you peace, Amen,

Lordon, 26 Augufl.
-1 musT fend you a fhort letter for
-once. May the Lord blefs you, give you
compofure of mind, and do you good every
day. I know .you will be ready.enough
-t0 come to me, when -you can, and
therefore I leave the wbhen to you. I
like .Monday beft, becaufe it .is neareft;
bug
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it if you ftay till ‘Tuefday, Iwill waie pa-
tiently. | Bue you know, T am not- quite:
the thin;g,' when your ate abfent. Methinks
{"would have you always at my- elbow.
Give my love to my dear child, ‘who; I
hope, and believe; . will be a good girl,
And 1-beg of het, andof all-who #re aboue
her, that your rules, to which fhe fo cheer-
folly fabrits, whea at homre, may be
broken a8 lictle s pofible.  Tell all her
friends, that 1 Jove Het, and sccept Wer, @y
my owi child, and fhall dccovnt the cark
of her, to be one of the moft lportant «
concerns of my kife,

Qluney, 18 November.

I secan to liften at four, for the
found of the horn. 1 liftened ull five, be-
fore T heard it. Soon after, 1 received
your dear letter. My heart travelled with
you, from ftage to ftage, and I fet you
down in the Old Jewry, juft at. the.time
| I3 youl
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‘you mention. But Oht what caufé:have
I to be thankﬁll that you were Ihlelded,
by the Lord’s proteéhon, from ‘the miny
‘poﬂible events, which might have, fpoiled
my calculations, and fent me ‘ta bed to-
night, with an aching heart. I hope you
are now at Chatham. I have put you intp
the Lord’s hand, who I truft will do you
good, YetI cannot help being anxious,
till I know how you felt, and what : you
met with, upon your arrival.. If:your dear
father be ftill living, give my love, dnd
duty, to him, and aflure him, that he is al;
‘ways in my thoughts, and prayers. May
the Lord fupport you, and keep up your
fpirits, by a fenfe of his power,  and
goodnefs |

Oluey, 21 No w;:b:*‘r
| I ToLD the people, on Sunday even-
ing, my good news, and read your father’s
letter. Both he and you were earneﬁly
L prayed



prayed for. But I 1uppofe, more than a
'hundred wcre detained from us, by colds
and 1llnefs There is fcarcely a houfe,-
lwtthout fome perfons ill in-it; and thc ge-
neral word is, That they never had fuch
a fort of. cold. before.. Many have . taken:
to their beds. But in a few dai}fé, moft-of
them begin to amend. . -

| W and R..B— fent me word tha.t
thelr: httle‘gtrl was dying; and.] ha,ve ﬁnoc'
heard, fhei1sdead. 1 cxpe& to, find. thﬁm

| .m much trouble, Thus,_.at one time, or
another, every famtly, and every, perfon,
finds vanity entwmed with- their choiceft
cmnforts. It is beft for us, that it:is. fo.
Kor, poor and.vain-as. this -life | is, We are
{ufficiently atr.ached to it.. How &rong
then would our attachment be, i we met
with no rubs, or.thorns,.by the way? Is
not the hiftory of every day, a comment
upon thofe words, This is.not your reft?
I think, you and I muft acknowledge,. tha,t
the Lord has gtven us, from the beginning
f_,of our umon, a favoared lot B thlnk we

Ta ) “have
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have expfnenced 2 niuch of the oood;,
and.as few, of the evils,.of life, as ahy Pﬂ-
fons whom: 'we kiow, = Andiyer," if we
could-fairly eftimateall the pains, anxiees)
and croifes, we have met with, from Jirft:
to haft; it would make a confiderable abate-
-ment, m what, when taken 1n a-more g
neral view, may well be deemed a lwppy
fate. - And how {foon has the beft of 1t
paffed away! Nothing now remdins of
many endeared- hours, but the remem.
brance. Though we have had the beft,
that -fuch.a hife can afford; it would be 3
poor: happinef§ indeed, were this our AllL:
But blefled be God, who has given us'4
better hope, than we had when we fet-out,’
For, I think, we then propofed no. higher
fatisfadtion, than we could find 1n. each
other.. It was well for us both, that I was
conftrained to leave you; for three long
voyages: for though thofe frequent fepa-
rations- were very irkfome, at the ume,
they were fanCtified to make “us look far
her. Oh!l- hc has led us wifely and gra- |
e S - ciouflv !
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cioufly! He has,done -all things 'well“
We -have nothing now to afk; but for'a

deeper,. and more: thankful fcnfe df h:h
goodnefs. i

. . Olney, 26 November.

| I am thinking of you, and li&ingﬁ:
wp my heart for. you, almoft-continually.
You are in the Lord’s fchool. He fent’
you, to give you the moft . fatisfaétory:
proofs, of his- goodnefs to yourfather ;]
which, I hope, will prove an encourage-
ment, and a caufe of great thankfulnefs to':
yourfelf. Fe is very gracious, and, I~
teuft, will thew himfelf fo, to you, and in:
you. But you deprive. yourfelf. of combs-
fort, by liftening to the.voite of unbelief; :
which weakens your hands; and prevengs-
your progrefs. How often are.you. dif= -
treffed, as though you.were -only to.feey -
the goodnefs. | of, the Lord to.:athers, and"
not to tafte of i yourfelf I Yet the path

- Ig ' of
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of few people, throurrh hfe, Thas bcen moje
inarked with pecuhal mercms, “thin youw
How differently has he led us,” from
the way we fhould have chofen for our-
felves! We have had remarkable turns
in our affairs; but every change has been
for the better; and 1n every trouble (for
‘we have had our troubles) he has given
us effectual help. Shall'we not then be-

lieve, that he will perfect that which con-
cerns us? When I was an infant, ‘and
Lknew not what I wanted, he fent you into
the worid, to be, firft, the principal hinge,
upon which my part, and character, in life,
was to turn, aad then to be my com-
panion. We have travelled together near
twenty-fix years; and though we are
‘changeable creatures, and have {een almoft
every thing change around us, he has prc-
ferved our affeCtions, by his blefling,
we might have been weary of each othcr.
How far we have yet -to go, we know
not; but the grz'ea'tei', and (as to e)itemals)
dmc pleafanter,: part of -our' journey,'ss,
probably,
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probably, paffed over... If .our lives. are
prolonged, the ﬂ)adows of tlle].,evgnlng,
old age, W1th its 'utendant mﬁrmltles, wﬂl
be prefling upon -us foon.' Yet I hope
this uncertain, remaining part of our pil-
grimage, will, upon the wholc, be the
beft: for our God 1s all—fuﬁiment, and can
make us more happy, by the hght o_f hls
countenance, when our ternporal comforts
fail, than we-ever were, when we poﬁ'eﬁ'ed
them.to.the greateft.advantage.

Olnqy, 3 Dermber.

WHEN you told me, that S— was
coming home, my heart funk like a ftone ;
- but it.foen revived, upon finding.you had
altered your.purpofe. .. If {he had come, I
muft either have'fe-n_the!r back again, p:;. have
fet out myfelf ta fetch you.. | If. you were
-not where you are, the would be very ufe-
ful to.me. here:. I feel. the, want; of. -her.
But as things ftand, you muft cither-both
" 16 come,
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come, or both ftay : for I thould not have
one comfortable day, if you were at
Chatham, afone.  Every -inconvenience
will feem light, if compared with the
thoughts of your being left by yourfelf.
Your dear father is not acquainted, either
with my feelings, or my fitvation; butyou
will do your beft, to apprife him of botl.
As to your return, if there be good
grounds to think, that the time of his de-
parture is near at hand, I ought not to
defire it: but if the unexpected turn, the
phyfician {peaks of, fhould proleng his
life, for menths, or years; and reftore him
to the Jame ftate, mn which you left him,
in September, your prefence at home,
will foon be {o neceffary, that nothing, but
the motft urgent call of duty, can difpenfe
with it. I {peak, not merely upon my own
perfonal account; you are greatly wanted
by the fick, by the poor, and by your fa-
mily. There are many things, to which
I cannot attend, as I ouglit, while you are
away. 1 hope, if your father recovers, {o

far
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far as-to bear:a removal, he.will give up
bufinefs, and .come and live with ys; and
fpend the remnant -of his days amengft
thofe, who can join with him, in talking
of that better land, to which he 1s going,
and in praifing the Lord for his goodnefs.
I hope, nothing that I have written,
will make you uneafy. My mind has been
1 hrde agitated; but now I have put
down my thoughts upon paper, 1 am
compofed again. Your abfence 1s, indeed,
a trial ; but whoam1, that T fhould not have
rials?  Ah, .1 have deferved much more
than this, even to be broken, with breach
upon breach, and to be deprived of you
altogether.  The Lord helps me, in fome
meafure, to refign all to his dHpofal, and
to fay, Not my will, but thine be done,
This feparation 1s not like fome, which we
have formerly known: there are no oceans
between us now, nor am [ under a painful
fufpenfe, as when I could not hear of you,
for a whole twelvemonth, Even then, he
was pleafed to watch over us; to fupport
us ;



Y32 - . Letters to a il

-us; and reftore us to each other, again
.and-again, . Therefore, my {foul, hope thou
1 God, for I fhall yet praife im. Yea, ]
will praife him now, for his goodnefs to
you. I know you have fele much: af-
fli&tions muft be felt,. to be- fantified.
But you have been ftrengthened, accord-
ing to your day. ‘We feem, as I lately
ebferved, to have had as fmooth a jour-
ney, thus far, as moft people. Yet, at
tntervals, our trials have been very fharp.
Mine are always fo, when I feel for you;
though few things, with which your peace,
or comfort, are not conneted,. give me
much trouble. I pay; at fome feafons, a
heavy tax, for loving you, I had almolft
faid, too well. But I cannot love you too
well, unlefs I love you improperly. I be-
lieve it was of the Lord’s goodnefs, that:I
loved you at firft; and I am fure, - that
both duty and gratitude, bind me to love
you now. The love; whicha. hufband
fhould bear to his wife,1s exprefled in
very {trong terms by the apoltle, Ephef.

V. 2§
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v.i25-—28. " But'you certainly bave:bsen
my ‘idol, and k- often -fear, yousare”too
much fo ftill: “Alas! how difficule istit
to draw the hne.exactly, between under-
valuing, and overvaluing, the gifts of God!
The good Lord pity, and pardon, us botk,
and take: fuch a' full poffeffion: of -our
hearts, that:no rival may interfere, with
what is only due to him !

Olzzqy. 7 Decmbe:

‘?r IF your letters (as you think) af-
forded me, neither pleafure.nor comfort,
I fhould not fo earneftly. with you.to
write ; but you may be. affured, they afford
me both, and that.1n your abfence, nothing
of a temporal-kind, can give me equal
fatisfattion. I ufually grow thoughtful, and
abfent, about fm}r o’clock,.when I expe(t
the poft 1s caming, til:I hear the homn;
themmy {piets. flutter. . But when I re-
cetve a letter from you; have read 1t,.q,nd

find
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find your were well, I prefently feel com-.
pofed, and, I hope, a little thankful. Thus
it was to-night. Glad I am to hear, that
your dear father 1s preparing to part with
his houfe, and {cems not unwilling to come
to Olney; where, 1 truft, he will find me
heartily joinmg with you, to do every thing
in our power, to make his remaining days
comfortable. . .,

The languzge of P{. xI. 5. fuits me well,
There is noend ta the inventory of my mer-
cies. May he, wno has given fo much to us,
and done fo much for us, add the crowning
mercy of a thankful heart! Though ¥ can
talk of thankfulnefs, I feel much infenfi-
bility ; but I know, that while fin dwelleth -
in me, it will have effelts, It will diftrefs,
but it cannot condemr:, thofe who beheve in
Jefus. In Ifalah xhn. 24, 25, we have a
charaCter of the Lord’s falvation: it is

free, for his own fake. Itis fu//; the blot-
ting out of {in, hke 2 clqud,; beyond recal

and remembrance. -And-the fubyeéls of.-
- _ L thie
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dits falvation, are they who have wearlcd
hun by thelr 1mqmnes. | |

Olney, 23 Decembers -

Maxy prayets are offered for yous.
and 1 hope we: thall foon have to offer
praife, T pray, not only thar we may
be reftored to each other,. but that our:
long feparation may be fantified to us
both, * Though it has been a gentle
trial,. compared to whiat the Lord. ‘might
Juny have fent, and mingled with great
mercxes, yet a trial | it is to' me, and, per-
haps, moré¢ fo to you. Not that 1 mean
to- yield 'the palm to you, as if you. can.
be more fenfibly affected by abfence, than:
myfelf ;*but-1 allow my fituation at home, .
s more: pleafant thian yours, while abroad.
Confidered”as a trial,. we have caufe to
be - thankful, that’ 1t has ‘been fo much

fweetened ; and we fhould likewife aim,
o draw fome ofeful 1éffons from it. Fhope
& I have
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I have learned {ome, if I can but prattife
them. 1 cannot feel how much [ mifs
you, when you are from me but a few
weeks, without thinking what {upport 1
fhould need, if I was wholly deprived of
you. The lke thought, I {uppofe, is
- fometimes upon your munk. ‘Fhe hour
‘will probably come, when we mult expe-
rience the alternative of leaving, or beng
left. For though poffible, it 1s not very
kkely, that we fhall be removed both at
once, May the Lord 1imprefs the event
of this unknown hour upon our minds;
not to diftrefs us, but to keep alive 1n us,
afenfe of the infignificancy of every thing
‘here, compared with the one thing need-
ful! May he caufe our faith to.grow. and
take deep root, and fix m us {uch a.per-
fuafion of his all-fufhiciency and grace,
and of our intereft in-his promifes ;. that
we may truft and not be afrard;.but cheer-
- fully commic all that is before us,.to his
care. He who.has fupported.us for: weeks,
can {upport us for years, and:make thoie
S things.



TVhile vefidint ot Obiey, 1775, 87
things tolerable, which feem the moft for-
midable “in profpe&t. We are prone to
be over.carnelt about rn:itters,‘which will
one-day appear to wus.of no more import-
ance, than ‘the recolle@ion of a dreann.
But, oh! the peace of God fatisfies and
flls the heart, and leaves but little room
for anxious cares, or-a warmth of fpirit
about trifles !

I ‘acknowledge your  kindnefs- i1 fend-
ing me tolerably long letters, and by ‘way
of thanks, I have this time taken'a large
theet of paper, and will try to il it. - If
I had leifure, “and could. find fomething
to fay, I would pleafe myfelf’ with. wrie-
ing, not fhéets, but quires. ~ But I have
many ‘things to attend,’and meéet with
hourly interruptions. When I awakened
our: dear little girl ‘this morning, F-afked
her for a text, and fhe very promptly gave
me Ifa. xlii. 16. which contains. an . epi-
tome of my own hiftory, and of yours alfo.
How blind were we, when the Lord
brought-us together! How lttle did we
P nher_),
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then think of the paths,. 4y which; .and.z
whichy,. He had purpofed to lead us, Buw
He caifed light to- thine upon our dark-
nefs, He hasmade athoufand crooked things
ftraight before. us,. and we have good rea-
fon to trult his promife that He wiil not
forfake us.. Crooked things will occur 1n
our path, now and: then,. but, if He be
with us, we need not. fear: And the Hme
i fhort:” May we learn. to fpeak “the
Phalmift's s language fromi our hearts, Lord!
what wait we for, our hove is in thee,
We have feen much of the frf'od WhICh
this 1ifé, in a temporal view, can affords
We have felt enough of its evils, to know
that all. here is mingled with vanity, and
vexation of Tpwvit.  And.Itruft;, that be-
tere He removes. us, 'He will make us.
heartily willing. to go,. that we mayi
behold Him who thed his prrecmus blood |
to redecm our {ouls, .

T s
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‘Olucy, 26 Dmm&:r
THE Lord 13 wery g cod 10..me,
e maintains my pcace, and preferves
me from’ evils and {nares. But 1 feél.
much abomination -in my heart. 1 can
wruly fay, It is 4- cage of unclean and: hate-
ful birds. T dare not-entruft any one, not
even you, witli detaxl of thewild, fooh(h,
and dreadful thoughts, which often pefter
my mind, The Lord, who is mﬁmtelf
holy, fees All, yet He bears with me, and:
permits me, vile as I.am, to call him mine.,
Is not this wonderful? O He is full
of grace and mercy.! I hope you think,

and find him fo, |
Yefterday was a buly time, but I was
Jed comfortably through I had a good-
night, and flept this morning xill paft
feven, 1 am:fufficiently.indulgent to Mr,
Self. Do not fear my pinching,.or over-
working him. I need a fpur more than
a bridle. You often think I do too much ;

3 I much
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f-

1 miuch oftencr {ee caufe to confefs myfelf,

o ,..=ly at leaft, a flothful and un-

i

B "l'

coiiedle fervant.  In the concerns of
morz! fouls, with eternity 1 view,

ari 1o much depending upon -the prefent
morant, what afliduity, or importunity, can
be pmpornoned to the cafc I ought to
-be always upon the wing felzmrr any op-

portunity of aiming to be ufeful, whether
by word or pen; and of cowﬁ, much,
more careful and dlhcrent tlnnI am, to
redeem the time. The Lord plty and
pardon us 2ll, and make us as wife in our

generation, as the men of the world are
in theirs!

Obza), 27 DEC:HE"’.‘ .

We are all well, and therefore vouﬂ
need not be alarmed at my writing {a

foon. Mr. R— called on me this morn-
ing, and when I {poke of my intended
journey, he faid, he muft go to London

{oon,
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foon, and that if he could be-of any fer-:
vice, he would fuit his time to ours, and
willingly conduét your father to Olnsy.
When he firft fpoke, my heart anfwered,
Thank you for nothing; I do not choofe:
to mifs the pleafure of f{ecing my dear
M. at lealt a whole week fooner than
if 1 wait for her at home. But'l foon
confidered, Mr. R. is an’ ative ftrong
man, who has his eyes and his wits about
him, and could, perhaps,’ upon miny ot-
cafions, be much more helpful to my fa-
ther, than I could. So I muit mention
this to her, and if the approves it, I muft,
for my father’s fake, {fubmit to ftay a lictle
longer, before I fee her. If you think
that my coming will do as well or better,
isere I am 1n waiting.  Nothihg but pru-
dence, and a fenfe of duty here, would.
prevent my fetting off rowards you this
might, T fhould much *prefer it to going
to bed. * If it-depended on my will only,
[ feel myfelf well-difpofed: to take a jour-
ney of five hundred miles, for one day,

or
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-or half a day of your company, if T-could
have it upon no eafier terms. I need
not multiply words, yor well know that
. cannot with for .an excufe, to prevent
my coming to you. But your father’s fafe
and comfortable travelling, is at prefent 2
«chief object with me. T Jove him for his
own fake; when he gave his.confent that
you fhould be mine, he laid me under
an obligation, which I:can never repay;
and over and above all this, he s your

Cather.

1776.

Oluey, 7 Fanuary.
For fear the fnow fhould prevent
nmy being with you on Tuelday, 1 write
a hafty line to tell you that we are all
well. ‘

I fuppofe, if Selt had his will, ‘he would
think his journey to you, of fuch import-
ance, that no fnow fhould have fallen to
reterd it, or make 1t inconvenient, Poor

proud
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proud’ creaturg! - Whaty a- préfumptious
worm, to admitone thoughtagain{t thieidp-
pointment of the.moft High; inftéadiof be-
ing-duly-thankful; that you andh]javeustely
fheltéred; and well’ provided  for; in this
fevere weather ! What hardfhips dre foine
perfons {uffering: this ‘morning, while’ you,
§-hope, -are:fleeping peacefully- in your
bed, and I am fittingby-a' good ‘fireé.
Far be it from- us to wepine; if in fome
things our inclinations are a hittle croffed.
It is often, yea always, in mercy when
they are. We have feen 1t fo in many
anftances already, and fhall hereafter fce
that it was fo 1n all. | |
 Let me beg-you not to give way to fears
on my account, nor to-calculate-the depth
of the {fnow; at prefeat; nor of: the floods,
when the faow fhall: melt. - Since: yon
have had an interelt 1n me, the Lord has
preferved me; in the niidft of :many dan-
wers, fiich as you 'canfarm no idea of.
We niay fafely cruft'him new. His arny
is' ot weary; Heis always near s, and
Vou. 11 L liis
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his. Providence watchful over thofe that
fear him. But I know I cannot reafon
away your apprehenfions, any more than
I can my own, when they are exercifed
éb_qut' yer. I will therefore dire€t my
thougits upward—Lord do thou keep her
heart ftaid upon thee, and give her power
to truit all in thine hand, and fubmit all
to thy will! Amen.

Clnzyy 9 j’anmzry.

~ Ir 1 did not feel for your anxiety,

1 ﬂ*ould be quite eafy, for we are all well,
and furrounded with mercies. I thought.
to be in London to-night, and with you
to-morrow ;-but the Lord appointed other-
wife. The greateft fall of fnow, I ever
remember, has prevented me 3 but T might
have been prevented by illnefs. Till ten
or eleven this merning, I thought of mak--
ing myfclf as eafy as I could, at home.
Buu after the waggon came in, finding that
the
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the road was open to Newport, and it be-
ginhing to thaw, Irfupp‘ofc:l if I could
reach thither, I fhould find the high road
paffable enough. As I chalked it out, I
was to reach St. Alban’s by’ elmht, {et out
from thence at four to-mbirow morning,
breakfaft in London, and drink tea in the:
afternoon with my dearet M. Accord-
ingly, about noon we began our march.
Mr. R. led the van, I was in the centre,
and Richard brought up the rear. He
was defigned to bring the horfes home.
I was a little concerned how he would be
able to manage the three horfes, but my
concern. was needlefs, for we returned as
we went. The road from Newport was im-
paflable to carriages. - Neither chaife nor
mail could move. I came fafcly home,
well pleafed that T had made the attempt,
and only anxious left you fhould be
alarmed. 1 with you may be able to drive
away your fears upon my ACCOunt, Of ra-
theg pray them away. I am in {afe hands.

The Lord is my protector and yours to.
K 2 B



166 Letters to a Wife.

But if your painful feelings cannot be
avolded, may they be fanchified! My
~ love is unwilling that you fhould have an
uneafy moment, but the Lord’s love 1s not
only tender, but wife. -

Nor let us regret, that this f4ll of fnow
fhould prolong our feparatioh. It fell by
the diretion of God’s’ providence, both
25 to the time, and’ the fpm. And he
hsemfe times ¢ur concerns; or the fow

might have detained your father on the
road, as I hear it-has fome company, who
were glad to be fheleered in a fmall public
houfe by the road fide, and can neither

oet backward, nor forward. Come, all is
wc]l. We are, indeed, afunder; but I
am not in Africa, How things are now
we know. What unforefeen events the
interpofition -of the {now may have pre-
vented, we know not. As it is, the con-
{cioufnefs, of loving, and being beloved,
remains with us; and this 1s better than
every thing elle would be, without 1t

+

You
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A
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Ot -

Olneys 20 7&(1&&1?'
You fw, you cannot. dcfcnbe
your uneafinefs, when you neither faw.me,
as you expe&ed, nor heard from me, 1
need no dt:fcnpnon. J felt it for 1 you. | I
well knew how you would be fituated, un-
lefs you were apprlzed that the roads- were
ftopped.  Had the fnow fallen with you
as with ue, you would have accouhted for
my not coming. I think no motve, lei’s
powerful than yourfelf' would. have 1 1n-;
duced me to go to Newport when I dld
Tt was at lealt an urrpleafa,nt ride, é.JndI
could not have mztnm:red 1t, h'[d I been
alone. We were oblfged in fome placeq
to quit the road, which was mpaﬁ’able,
and to go round the open fields, and, a:
times, both the horfe and hls rider, were
almoft buried in the Thowv. It elther fa-
ticue or expence could hiave prevented.
your anxiety, you would have had rone.
But I'hope all 13 well over now,

K 3 It
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[t may E::lp to make us patieat, i
fuovkd, 1ndeed, make us thankful, to re-
Aezt upen the vait diftrefs that muldtudes
are probably 13, both by fea and land, ac
this momen: while I am writing,  Some
ftarving with cold, others with hunger,
fome loft in the fnow, others dafhing
gainft the rocks, Ah, my deareft, how
has fin filled the world with woe! And
we are {inners like others; but our {ufres-
ings are light, compared with what many
endure, and f{till more light, if compared
with our deferts, The Lord has done a
great thing for us, 1n fhewing us the way
of falvation. Here may our thoughts and
defires chiefly fix. ¥ fin be pardoned, if
we are accepted in the beloved, then He
will guide us by the way, and heaven
will be our portion at the end.  And fee !
He is feated on a throne of grace, and
ready to beftow every bleffing that we
need, more than our fcanty minds can
either afk or conceive, I am at a diftance
from you. But alas! what am I? If

| you
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you were- here, 1 could afford you no
comfott, or help, but by his blefling. But
He can do you good w1tl1out me. He

11111

port you, and be mnto you, as rivers of
water in adlyphce. | o

o 03 s 2y rm..n;. X
1 Ay not ﬁupukd that y%, fomes

h,q

times, find it hard to be’ reconcﬂed e
your prefent fituation, 1 was much com-
forted by the ftrain of cheerful ﬁll:)W.lfI':t:MiJ
exprcﬁcd in your two former letters Lm
T know, from what paH'es in . rﬁy m},g
heart, ‘that we cannot maintain fuch a TC-
figned frame of Ipiri, by any power of ¢ og_r
own, I with you, however, to look bacﬂk
a month or two, to the tlme when yuu
foared fomething had h"ippened to mt'
You then thought, if you could be fure

that I was well, you could make light of
t"‘.’Cly inconvenience. 'The prefent fcverc

K 4 weather



200 . . Lerrers o a Wife.

wezther s a difpenfation from the Lord,
‘Thoufands feel much more terrible efféts
from 17, thin we have felt; and I know
no ground of claim that we have, to an
excrpiion from 2 fhape in thofe trials, to
which all are expofed. - May the Lord
help us to fubmit and wait patiently, for
after all, we can alter nothing. We may
make things worfe By a want of refigna-
tion, but we cannot meod them.

I acknowledge that your part of the
trial has been the hardeft; yet mine has
not been light, efpecially, if what I have
felt for you, be taken into the account.
Yet, upon the whole, the Lord keeps my
mind attentive to what I have deferved,
and to what others fuffer, fo that, 1n the
mam} Fam quiet and peaceful. It either
you, or I, or the dear child had bccn 1l
the trial would have been much oreater,
yet even then we could not have helped
ourfelves. '

k- o .
"o | '

i ' Ve
Yool o oty

WriTinG
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Oluey, .36 Fanuary.

WRITING to you, 1S now almoft
the only thing to which I can"attend.
Let us try to be thankful that' we ‘are all
well, -and favoured ‘withthe neceffaries
and -comforts -of 4ifé’ TAnd let us pray’
that this feparation; with all its inconve-
piencies, may-be finctified. How often
have I committed you and myfelf to the

Lord, feemed willing that he fhould také’
his own methods with us; and that, m

hope he would make all things work to-
ecther for our good, I would never pre-"
fume to fay to himi, What doeft thou?
And yet, when I think of yoiir préfent dif=
trefs, iy fpirits are fo foftenéd and af-
feQed, that I am ready to dverl‘ool;c' my
innumerable caufes for thankfulpefs, T
tan eafily fée; how this tiial may be oné”
of the all things, working together for otn
good but it is his blefing muft make it

K s 1Qu
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fo. For if left to myfelf, I am capable of
forgetting both corrections, and comforts,

I am writing by a good fite, and while
I alrno[’c burn on one fide, I feel the froft
on the other. How true 1s that word,

Who can fland before his cold? And
there is another good word which I hope,
in due time, to fee fulfilled, He {endeth
forth his word and melteth them, "He
caufeth his wind to blow, and the waters
fow. He can make a {pzedy and power-

ful change in the weather. When he
giveth his commandment, it runneth very
fwifily. Such likewife 1s his power over
the heart. He can give peace for trou-
ble, heal our forrows, revive our graces, .
and make us joyful in tribulavon. - If He
| ipeaks, 1t 1s done. He can bring.real and
enduring gocd, out of feeming and tran-
fient evil, water out of rocks, and honey
out of Lions, Oh! that I could leave
vou, mylklf, and myall in his-hands; be
11 and know that He is God, and ftand
fill o {E:e his falvation, Remember me
{0
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¢0 Mr. K—. ‘If he wants hléJ houfé
cleared, I want mine to be ‘filled. iﬁ%ﬁ:
the Lord has 1nterpofcd We nift* ot -

complain ; if we do, we dlre&ly fnd fiult
with Him, who appointeth the feafons,

Olney, 1 Ff&:'mp‘z;'}:' |

Y our mournful letter made me tho-
roughly uneafy, till this evening about eight,
when I was furprifed by a note informing
me that your father was at NewPort, where
they could not get a chaife; but withed to
come to Olney to-night, if I could fend
one. You may guefs how I rin and
flew, to get one. It fet off foon;; it is now
ten o’clock, and I expelt them .in half
an hour. Your being in the dumps, threw
me into the dumps deep enoucrh A was
diftrefiled for your uneaﬁncfs,l bpt ﬁﬂl
hoPed what I wrote latt, would prévent his
coming. For I was filled wnth the rnoﬁ.
Aarming  apprchenfions of your father's
K6 travelling
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travelling in- this weather. I thought tlte
froft would feize his legs, and imagined
'I" {aw the chaife ftopped in. the {how, or
overturned, and that he,.incapable of help-
i'r:D him{clf, would be frozen to death,
The meffeiger arrived more than an. hour:
fecond lette, or 1t would
fod my 1&.15, o Lave been in-
nn he was edually upon the road.
I hove not febs iy own weaknels, and
vant of J..pcm...nce upon God;. more fen-

bir, a great while,  But 1 hope, wher
S,

he fholl have brought us h‘tpplly together,

3::;: we have fuffered for each. other,,dur-

g thefe laft eleven weeks, will be re-
membered by us with thankfulnefs, and:
20 profit.

P. 5. Your father arrived at half p“lﬁ
ten, fafe and well, as full of fpirits a5 a
young man, Or 2s.if he had but juft rifen
fr “bed.  He is-very well this morn-
iog, and fo we are all; and’ every face
about me Jooks more plea.fant as We now

Gan

-
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¢an form a reafonable hope of fecing you
{oon *.

|

r?SS‘,

London, Ht;p.#of:, 6 Augufl

I Long to hear that you had &
comfortable journey to Southampton,. and
that you are now with our dear friends..
“Nothing has taken place among us that
can be properly called new, which is a
great mercy. For though you:have been
gone but oneday, a fingle day; or a fingle
hour, may produce painful alterations in:

* From the above period :we were feldom feparated,
And the few letters: I v.;'rote, were fhort, and contamed:
httle that 1 can deem worth tranferibing. I add®
the following, written after our remowal to London,
when thé illnefs of our dear Eliza Cumngham, made
a journey to Southamptbn neceffary. ' I fubjoin them_
chiefly, as a teftimony of the Lord’s. goodnéfsy in'pre-
ferving our affeltion from being diminifhed by the
. Increafe of years., I believe, I was not abfent from:

her more than a day or two-at atime, affer the date of
tie lat, till the Snithed hercouste; - .+ -



006 o Lettersto a Wie..
a family,. The Lord has preferved us

through a long courfe of yeurs, and in
Gifferent fitmaniens, from various calami-
ties which have overtaken others. OQur
obligations to thankfulnefs are- fingular
and numerous. When the chaife drove

naft the corner, my heart fremed to go
away with it. It contained, what was of
more value to me, than the cargoes of a
whole Eaft India fleet. Tell Eliza that I
love her very dearly. 1 feel parting with
you and with her; but I. can cheerfully
fubmit to any thing, that may, by the
Lord’s bleffing, contribute to her reco-
very, or relief. She would foon be well if
I could make her fo. But fhe is in better
hands than mine. I have a comfortable
hope that her illnefs has been, and will be,
{anctified, to an end far more defirable,
than health or life nfelf. Therefore I leave
her to the wile and merciful dire@ion of

the Lord, who, I truft, loves her better
than I can,

I cannot write a long letter to-night.
| What
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What could indeed {ay, 1f’ ' had more
time, that I have not faid a thoufand times
over? Yet there ftill is, and will be,
fomething unfaid in my heart, which [
have not words to exprefs. -May the Lord
blefs this little {eparation, to quicken wus
to mutual prayer, and to lt'adr us to a
thankful review of the mercy and good-
nefs, which have followed us through the
many years we have been united. How
many turns have we feen! Under how
many trials have we been fupported!
How many deliverances have we known !
How many comforts have we enjoyed!
Efpecially, what great advantages have we
" poffefied, for feeking and knowing the
things, which pertain to. our everlafting
peace! The years, we have paffed to-
gether, will return” no more, The af-
ficions .are gone, the pleafures likewife
are gone, for ever. 'The longer we live,
fuch pleafures as this world can afford,
will, more and more, lofe their power of
pleaﬁng ‘Only, our love, I truft, will

fubfift
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fubfift and flourifh to the end of life, yea,
beyond it,- It will always be a truth, that
the Lord, in giving me youw, gave me the
belt temporal defire of my heart. But
the fhadows of the evening advance. Old
age is growing upon us, and the days are
approaciing, when we fhall have no plea-
fure, but what we can derive from the aood
“word of Goud, and the confolations of
his Holy Spirit! Thefe, f we are fa-
voured with them, will fufficiently com-
penfaie for the abatement, or the lofs of
all the reft. The ftreams may run dry,
but the fountain of living waters will al-
ways flow. May his prefence be nedr
our hearts, and then all will be well!

I am too fully employed, to feel time
hang heavy upon my hands, in your abfence;
and if I am permitted to' come to you,
the thoughts of -the journey’s end, wilk
make the journey pleafane; -

’

LT I ruank
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L Hoxton, 14 Augul,
I Tnank the Lord and you, for the
somfortable account of your arrival at
Southampton, without meeting any harm
by the way; and that you found our dear
friends well. We entreated the Lord to
take .care of you, and He has heard our
prayer. How often has he heard and an-
fwered us. Oh! that we may, at length,
learn to truft him, without anxiety. I be-
lieve, I fhell find it difficult to procure a
fupply for my church. Butif the Lord:
pleafes to let me fce my dear friends, at
Southampton, ‘while you are with them,:
ways and means will be found. His will
muft take place, and I fhould be forry to.
move a.ftep without 1t.

I long 1o hear that dear Eliza has been-
in the water, and hew it agrees with her.
The Lord cam give it the virtue of the
pool of Bethefda, If He fees it beft for
her on the whole, {he will find relief. He

G- KNOWS.
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knows what 18 beft for her; I do not.
But I had much rather fee her as fhe is,
than in full healch and foirits, if carelefs
and ford of diffipation, as is too {requently
the cafe with girls at her age.  To hear
the yoke In youth, is not pleafant to the
flefh; but 1t has often proved a blefling to
- the foul.

I commend you both to the Lord, and
to the word of his grace; I with you
much of that peace which paffeth undet.
ftanding, particularly in this refpec, that
it hes no neceffary dependance upon out-
ward things, If we wait upen Him, we
are {ure to be remembered with the fa-
vour which He bears to his own people.
We have much to be thankful for, in this
Tite.  Yet there is a thread of vanity runs
tarough the whole of it; for He, who has
done and {uffered {o much, for our happi-
nefs, does notdefign, that we fhould be
quite happy here, -

I THANK
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Hoxtony 17 Augufl.

I Tuank my dear friends- for
their great kindnefs to you; tell them
that I thould be glad to be with yon, to
fhare “in it.- Bur I cannot ‘come, with
propriety, at prefent. 1 hope Eliza will
be able to bathe foon, and as you are upon
the fpot, I think you muft'wait'a while.
Dependance and fubmiffion, in the'ufe of
prudent means, arc our parts; events are
in the hand of God. It was right that
you thould go to a proper place, whether
{he can bathe or not, now fhe is there ;
becaufe the attempt was thought advifé-
able. And if bathing would be ufeful, 1
think fhe will yet be able. If not, you
have acted to the heft of your judgment.
What we call difappointments, are difpen-
fations, which, if rightdy improved, will
‘anfwer valuable purpofes, and we fhall,
hereafter, fee caufe to be thankful for
them, I am willing to think that I love

' Eliza
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Eliza almoft, if not altogether, as well as
you do. But there 1s an over anxtety at-
tending your love, which hurts you, and
can do ber no good. Your reflections
upon this {ubjelt pleafe me. 1 would do,
I would fuffer much, for her advantage,
But {hll we are creatures. Qur Lord
God has an abfolute right to difpofe of
us, and of ours, as He fees fit. And as
He is fovereign, fo He is wife and good,
It is a great mercy to be enabled to yield
to his will; for every thing, and every
heart, muft eicher bend, or break, before it,

What fhall I fay by way of clofe?
What, but breathe out tiie warmeit wifhes
of my heart, to you and for -you. Daily
and often, ¥ thank the Lord for oiving you:
¢o me at firlt, and for fparing you to e
fo long. How vety different would the
hiftory of my hfe have been, if yours
had not been conneéted with i¢! That my
-Ldolarrous regard had {o happy an- iflue,
and that my fin and folly have not yet de-

‘prived me of you, are proofs of his fin-
gular
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cular mercy-to-me. I have innumerable
comforts to be thankful for; but my heart

is {o intimately united to you, -that I
{carcely {eem fufceptive, either of pleafure,
or pawn, but with fome reference to you,
Thus 1t was when our union commenced,
and thus 1t has.been every day fince, to.
this hour. If I could fay with confidence,
that I hold you #sw, 1n your.propér. place
of fubordination, to Him who gave you to.
me, then I need not fcruple to profefs. that
your peace, your welfare, and your love,
are dearer to me than all earthly things.
The latter, I can fay with truth ; 1 hefitate
about the former. 1 fear you are too
much my ido} ftull. The good Lord par-
don me in this thing. My choiceft com-
fort has becn, too often, the occafion of
fhewing gnc, the evil and ingratitude of-
my heart, in the ftrongeft hght. Oh!
that we may both have grace to live.
the remainder of our days to Him! Do,
my deareft M. :pray for me, pray ear--
neftly for me;; and may He return all the,
7 - " good
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aood you can afk for me, a thoufand fold,
into your own bofom!

Hoxion, 23 Auguft.
I TiaNk you for your letter, and
I thank the Lord that dear Ehza 15 able
to bathe. May his blefling attend every
means for her relief, and efpecially, may
her {oul profper! She and you, are daily
and hourly remembered. You cxprafs

- the very fentiments of my heart. I am
well and comfortable in the main, but

there is a want of fomething when you are
abfent, which no ¢reature can make up.

I hope we fhall meet to praife him f{oon.
But, I believe, I muft wait tll after the

4th of September. I hope, I fhall then

procure a proper fupply, for a Sunday or

two. If 1t be the Lord’s good pleafure

that I fhall come to you, it will be made
practicable,

I cannot but wifh, with you, that we

4 may
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may not be feparated again; but it is of
more importance, to wifh and pray, that
our prefent feparation, may be fanttified to
Many things offer to amufe us. Some
deferve, and require, a degree of our at-
tention; but one thing 1s efpecially need-
ful. What-a mercy is 1t, that this one
thing, which mountains of gold and filver
cannot purchafe, 1s to be had, ‘mthout
mopey, and without price ! May the Lord
engrave it deeply on your heart and mine }
I-Ils, name is Love; his word 1s _P_ower.
As fure as the fun will nife to-morrow, fo
{ure is his promife, that he will, in no wife,
caft out them that come unto him. If we
have a defire for his blefiings, he firft
cave it us, and therefore will not difap-
point us, I long to fee, and hear you, re-
joicing in his falvation. He only knows
the many prayers; I have oftered for you:
I truft not in vain. I cannot doubt,
but the one thing _negdful, is your chief
defire. Every thing elfe will thortly fail
us; but the bleflings -of the gofpel will
laft,
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laft, through life, through death, and ts
eternity.

Hoxton, 2y Auguft.

I Laip me down in peace, and
awoke in fafety, for the Lord fuftained
me. He is about our path, by day, and
our bed, by night, and preferves us. from
:nnumerable evils, which. would come
upon us every hour, if his watchful Provi-
dence did not protelt us. He is our fure,
though 1nvifible fhield, therefore we are
unhurt, though, in ourfelves, weare weak,
and defencelels, like a city, without walls,
or- gates, and open to excurfons, from
every quarter. Could we but live more
fenfible of his gaodnefs, and maintain that
feeling of gra&tude towards him, which we
do o fome of our fellow-creatures, we
(hould be happy.. For what 15 the great de-
fign of the gofpel ? Is it not to introduce
us into a ftate, of the moft honourable,

and
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and interefting friendthip, and to, perpe-
tuate to us, the pleafure which we find, in
pleafing thofe who are deareft to us? The
Lord Jefus 1s our beft friend: his.charac-
ter 1s fupremely excellent, our obllo'atlons
to him are inexpreflible, our dcpendance
upon him 1s ablolute, and our happinefs,
in every fenfe, is in his hands. -May ouir
Jove, 1eref01e, be fixed upon’ lnm, and
-we fhall-do well. He will guide'us with
his eye, guard us by his power; and his
fulnefs, and bounty, will fupply all our
wants.

- As to dear Eliza, I hope’l !1avc made
up my mind.about her. If. her recovery
could be purehafed, 1 think I would bid
as high for it, as my ability would reach;
provided it was the Lord’s will. But1
am fo fhort-fighted, that I dare not afk for
the continuance of her life, (nor even of
yours) but with a referve of fubmiffion to
his wifdom. 1 know not, what might be
the poflible confequences, if I could have

my own will. I know he can reftore her,
Vor. 1L L and
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andI believe he will if it be for the befi.
If not, I defire to fubmit, or rather, to ac-
quiefce, to be fatisfied. I fhall feel for
myfelf, if the be removed ; and, probably,
my feelings will be doubled, and accented,
upon your account. But he can fupport
us, and fanctify the pamful difpenfation to
us both. I pray, to be enabled to entruft,
and refign, every thing to him. This is
riot an eafy leffon to fefh and blood but
orace can make it practicable, For the
reft, if fhe thould be taken off in a mo-
ment, | have reafon to be quite eafy about
the event, as to herfelf. And if {he fhould
decline graduaily, I have little doubt, but
the Lord will enable her to fpeak, to the'
comfort, and fatisfattion, of all about her.
She is in his wife, and merciful hands, and
- there I am content to leave her,

IT
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h Haxtan, X Seprmﬁm

I'r 152 maxim with mc, when)t can
hope my intention is right, to make’ ﬁ‘lyfelf
as eafy as poffible, about confequences. 1
did not apprehend that Eliza had finally
given up bathmg, and Mr. T—"s kind
letter confirmed my determination to vifit
you. I 'therefore took places early in the
diligence, that I might not be daily pefter-
ed, with an anxious fear of being too late,
and th'ercby difappoint you. I know the way
of man is not in himfelf: I believe, the
Mot High Lord condefcends, to dire@
the fteps of thofe, who depend upon his
guidance; and I am aware, that a thous
fand events, unforefeen, and unthought of,
may depend upon our movements. On
thefe grounds, I prayed him to direct me;
and I am fatisfied. If we come down to
Southampton before you leave it, I fhall
be ready to return with you, the next
morning, if you think proper. Every

L2 thing
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thing will eafily give way, to my attention
to ded Eliza.

Though Monday 1s the day, on which
I hope to meet our foclety, this was not
the reafon, why I fixed to fet off on Tue{-
day. I am not fond of travelling on a
Monday, when 1 can avoid it " The
taoughts of fomething relative to the
journey, might intrude, and difcompofe
my mind, on the Lord’s day, which I love
to enjoy as quietiy as poflible.  And, after
the fervices of that day, a good night’s reft
is defirable. I thought, if I changed
my bed on Sunday evening, and rofe at
four the next morning, I might not come
to you fo well, and compofed, as I hope I
{hall on Tuefday. Otherwife, neither that
foctety, nor any company in the kingdom,
fhould detain me a day from you, un-
neceflarily, when you expe&t me, and
after a month’s abfence. I think of our
hoped-for meeting, on Tuefday next, with
much the fame anticipation of pleafure, as
when I have formerly been on the return

to



IWhile refident in Londont, 1785, 231

to you, from an African voyage. What
difference there 1s, I compare to the dif-
ferenice between the blofflom and the fruit.
The blefling of the Lord, upon our con+~
nection, has, in the courfe of thirty-five
years, ripencd the paffion of love, into a
folid, and inexpreflibly tender friendfhip;
which, T truft, in its moft valuable pro-
perties, will fubfift for ever. I fhall never
find words, fully to tell you, how much I
owe.you, how truly I love you, nor the one

half of what my heart means, when I fub-
{cribe myfelf,

Your moft affectionate,

And obliged hufband,

L 3 APPENDIX.
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No. L.

A RELATION OF SOME PARTICULARS, RE-

SPECTING THE CAUSE, PROGRESS, AND

CLOSE, OF THE LAST ILLNESS, OF MY
LATE DEAR WIFE,

Amone my readers, there will doubtlefs
be fome, of a gentle, {fympathifing fpirit,
with whom I am not perfonally acquaint-
ed; and perhaps their feelings, may fo far
intereft them in my concerns, as to make
them not unwilling to read, a brief account
of my late great trial. I fhall allot a few

pages to this purpofe, by way of clofe to
my book, and to my hiftory.

My dear wife had naturally a good
conftitution, and was favoured with good
{pirits, to the laft.  But the violent fhock
fhe fuftained, in the year 1754, when I

L4 was



no4 APPENDIX.

was fuddenly attacked by a fit, (I know
not of what kind) which left me no fign of
Iife, for about an hour, but breathing,
made as fudden a change in her habit, and
fubje@ed her, from that-time, to a variety
of chronic comphints. She was feveral
times confined, for five or fix months, to
her chamber, and often brought fo low,
that her recovery was deemed hopelefs. I
believe, fhe {pent ten years, out of the forty
that the was {pared to me, (if all the days
of her fufferings -were -added | together;)
in illnefs, and pain. But fhe had like-
wife long intervals of health, The fit I
have mentioned (the only one I ever had)
was the mean, the Lord was pieafed-to ap-
point, in anfwer to my prayers, to free me
from the irkfome, fea-faring life, in which I
was, till then; engaged, and to appoint me
a {ettdement on fhore. |

Before our removal from Liverpaol, the
received a blow upon her left breaft, which
occafioned her fome pain, and anxiety, for
a little time, but which foon wore off. A

3 fmall
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fmall ltimp remained, in the part affeted,
but I heard no more of it for many years.
I believe that, latterly, fhe felt more than
I was aware of ; but her tendernefs for me,
made her conceal it as long as poffible, I
I have often fince wondered at her fuc-
cefs; and how I could be kept fo long
ignorant of it.

In the month of October, 1788, fhe
applied, unknown to me, to a friend of
mine, an eminent furgeon. HHer defign
was, if he approved it, to fubmit to an
operation, and fo to adjuft time and cir-
cumftances with him, that it might be per-
formed in my abfence, and before I could
know it.  But the furgeon told her, that
the malady was too far advanced, and the
tumour (the fize of which he compared to
the half of a melon) was too large, to war-
rant the hope of being extratted, without
the moft imminent danger of her life, and
that he durft not attempt it. He could
give her but little advice, more than to
keep herfelf as quiet, and her mind as eafy,

L - as
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as poffible; and little more encourage-
ment, than by faying, that the pains to
which fhe was expofed, were generally
rendered tolerable by the ufe of laudanum ;
to which, however, the had-a diflike, hittle
fhort of an antipathy. |

I cannot eafily defcribe the compofure,
and refignation, with which fhe gave me
this recital, the next day, of her interview
with the furgeon; nor of the fenfations of
my mind, while I heard it, My confcience
told me, that I had well deferved to be
wounded, where I was moft {enfible; and
that it was my duty, to fubmit with filence
to the will of the Lord. But I ftrongly
felt, that unlefs he was pleafed to give me
this fubmiffion, I was more likely to tofs
like a wild bull in a net, in defiance of my
better judgment. |

Soon after, the Lord was pleafed to vifit

our dear adopted daughter, with a dreadful
fever, which, at firft, greacly affeted her
nerves, and afterwards became putrid.
She was brought very near to the grave

findced.,;
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indeed ; for we; once or tiﬁée,'tﬁpﬁ%ﬁf ber
atually dead. But he, who in the midit
of judgment remembérs mercy; reftored
her, and ftill preferves her,“t6: be the chief
temporal comfort of my old age, and b
afford me the greateft -alleviation of -the
lofs, I was foon to experience, that the cale
could admit.

The attentton, and anxiety, occafionet
by this heavy difpenfation, which lafted
during the whole of a very fevere writer, .
were by no means fuited, to promote that
tranquillity of mind, which my good friend
withed my dear wife would endeavour
to preferve. She was often much fa-
tigued, and often much alarmed. Next
to each other, this dear child had the near-
eft place, both in her heart and mines
The effeCts were foon apparent: as:the
fpring of 89 advanced, her malady rapidly
increafed ; her pains were almoft inceffant,
and often intenfe, and fhe could {eldom

lie one hour in her bed, in the fame po-
1.6 fitions
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fiton. Oh! my heart, what did{t thou
then {uffer !

But in April, the God who heareth
prayer, mercifully afforded relief; and gave
fuch a blefiing to the means employed,
that her pains ceafed. And though I be-
lieve, {he never had an hour of perfect
cafe, fhe felt little of the diftrefling pains,
incident to her malady, from that time, to
the end of her life, (which was about
twenty months) excepting at three or four
fhort intervals, which, taken together,
hardly amounted to two hours: and thefe
returns of anguifh, I thought, were per-
mitted, .to hew me, how much I was in-
debted to the goodnefs of God, for ex-
empting her feelings, and my fympathy,
from what would have been terrible in-
deed !

In the clofe of the fummer, fhe was able

to go to Southampton, and returned to-
lerably well.

She was twice at church, in the firft
week,
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week, after: the camé home.  She.then
went no more abroad, except in a coach,
for-a little air and exercife; but the was.
cheerful, tolerably eafy, flept as well as
moft people, who are in perfect health, and
could receive, and converfe with, her kind
friends, who vifited her. |

It was not long after, that the began to
have a diftafte for food, which continued,
and wncreafed ; fo that, perhaps, her death
was, at laft, rather owing to weaknefs, from
want of nourifhment, than to her primary
diforder. Her diflike was, firft, to butcher’s
meat, of which the could bear, neither the
fight, nor the fmell.  Poultry, and fifh, in
their turns, became- equally diftafteful.
She retained fome relith for fmall birds, 2
while after fhe had given up the reft; bug
it was at a feafor, when they were difficult
to be obtained. I hope, I fhall always feel
my obligations, to the kind friends, who
fpared no pains, to procure fome for her,
when they were-not to be had in the mar-
kets.- At that time, I fet more value upon

a dozen
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a-dozen of larks, than upon the fineft ox
in Smithfield. But her appetite failed to
thefe-alfo, when they became more plen-
tiful. B
Under this trying difcipline, I learnt,
more {enfibly than ever, to pity thofe,
whole {ufferings, of a fimilar kind, are ag-
gravated by poverty. Our diftrefs was not
fmall; yet we had every thing within
reach, that could, 1n any degree, conduce
to her refrethment, or relief; and we had
faichful, and affettionate, fervants, who
were always willingly engaged to their
power, yea, as the apoftle {peaks, beyond
their power, In attending, and affifting her,
by night, and by day. 'What muft be the
feelings of thole, who, when afflited with
grievous difeafes, pine away, unpitied, un-
noticed, without help, and, in a great mea-
fure, deftitute of common neceffaries ?
This refleCtion, among others, contributed

to quiet my mind, and to convince me;

that I had ftill much more caufe for thank-
fulnefs, than for complaint,
Yor
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. For about a twelvemonth of her con-
finement, her {pirits were good, her. pa-
tience was exemplary, and there was, a
cheerfulnefs in her looks, and her language,
that was wonderful, Often the livelinefs
of her remarks, has forced a {mile from us,
when the tears were in our eyes. What-
ever little contrivances the formed for her
amufement, in the courfe of the day, fhe
would attend to nothing, till fhe had finifh-
ed her ftated reading of the fcripture; in
which the employed much time, and great
attention. I have her bible by me, (which
I would not part with, for half the manu-
foripts in the Vatican) in which, almoft
every principal text, from the beginning
to the end of the book, 1s marked in the
margin, with a pencil, by her own dear.
hand. The good word of God was. her
medicine, and her food, while fhe was able
to read it.  She read Dr. Watts’s pfalms
and hymns, and the Olney hymns, in the
fame manner. There are few of them,
in which one, two, or more verles, are not

thus



a32 APPENDIX.

thus marked; and, in many, which I fup-
pofe fhe read more frequently, every verie
is marked. '

But in October, the enemy was per-
mitted, for a while, to take advantage of
her bodily weaknefs, to difturb the peace
and ferenity of her mind. Her thoughts
became clouded, and confufed; and fhe
gradually loft, not only the comfortable
evidence, of her own intereft, in the pre-
cious truths of the bible, but fhe loft all
hold of the truth itfelf, She doubted the’
truth of the bible, or whether truth exifted.
And, together with this, fhe exprefled an
extreme reluctance to death; and could
not ealily bear, the moft diftant hint of her
approaching end, though we were expect-
ing it daily, and hourly. This was the acme,
the high water-mark of my trial; this was
hard to bear indeed.

My readers, perhaps, will {carcely believe,
that I derived fome confolation, during this
gloomy period, from perceiving, that herat-
tachment to me, was very {enfibly abated.

She,
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She {poke to ine, with an indifferénce, of
which, a little before, the was incapable. Ifs..
when the Lord’s prefence was withdrawn, -
and -fhe could derive no comfort -from .his
word, fhe had found {fome rehef, from my
being with her, or from hearing me fpedk ;
I fhould have been-more-grieved. Her af-
feCtion to me, confirmed by fo many
proofs, in the courfe of forty years, was
not to be unpeached, by. this temporary .
fufpenfion of its exercife,- I judged -the.
fame, of the frame of her mind, as to her.
fpiritual concerns: I afcribed them both to.
the fame caufes, her bodily weaknefs, and.
the _power of -temptation. She was re-;
heved in both refpeéts, after. about a fort-:
mght fpent in confli&t, and dlfmay The:
Lord reftored peace to her foul, and then,.
her former tendernefs to me, immediately.
revived. Then, likewife, the could calmly
fpeak of her approaching diffolution. She
mentioned fome particulars concerning her
funeral, and our domeftic concerns, with
great compofure, But her mind was not.

o
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fo fully reftored to its former tone, as to
give her freedom to enlarge upon her
hopes, and views, as | had withed, il near
her diffolution ; and then fhe was too low
to fpeak at all.

One addition to our trial, yet re-
mained. It had been her cuftom, when
fhe went from the {ofa to her bed, to ex-
ert herfelf, for my encouragement, to thew
me how well the could walk, But it pleafed
the Lord, that, by fome alteration, which
affected her fpine, fhe was difabled from
moving herfelf; and other circumftances
rendered it extremely difficult to move
her. It has taken five of us near two
hours, to remove her from one tide of dié_
bed to the other, and, at fimes, even this
was impra@icable: fo that the has lain
more than a week, exa&ly in the fame
fpot, without the poffibility of changing her
pofition. All this was neceffary on my
account. The rod had a voice; and it
was the voice of the Lord. I underftood
the meaning no lefs plainly, than if he had

{poken
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ipoken audibly from heaven, and. faid,
“ Now contemplate your idol. Now fee
what /be 15, whom you once prefumed to
prefer to Me!” Even this bitter cup was
{weetened, by the patience, and refignation,
which he gave her. When I have faid,

You {uffer greatly; her anf{wer ufually was,
« I {fuffer, indeed, but not greatly.” And

fhe often exprefled her thankfulnefs, that
though her body was immoveable, fhe was
ftill permitted the ufe of her hands. . -

One of the laft fenfible concerns the felt,
refpeting this world, was, when my ho-
noured friend, patron, and benefaltor, the
late John Thornton, Efq. of Clapham, was
removed to a better. She revered, and
regarded him, I believe, more than fhe
did any perfon upon earth: and fhe had
reafon. Few, had nearer accefs, to know,
and admire, his charatter; and perhaps
none, were under greater, if equal, obliga-
tions to him, than we. She knew of his
illnefs, but was always afraid to enquire
after the event; nor fhould I have ven-

tured
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tured to inform her, but that the occafion
requiring me to leave her, for four or five
hours, when I hardly expected to find her
alive, at my return, I was conftrained to
give her the reafon of my abfence. She
eagerly replied, * Go by all means; I
would not have you ftay with me, upon
any confideration.” I put the funeral ring
I was favoured with, into her hands; fhe
put 1t firft to her lips, and then to her
eyes, bedewing it with her tears, I truft

taey foon met again, But fhe furvived
him more than a month.

Her head became {0 affefted, that I
ocould do littde more than fit, and’look at
her. Our intercourfe by words was near-:
ly broken off.  She could not eafily bear,
the found of the gentleft foot upon the car-
pet, nor of the fofteft voice. On Sunday,
the 12th December, when I was prepar-
ing for church in the morning, fhe fent for
me, and we took a final farewell, as to this
world. She faintly uttered an endearing
- compellation, which was familiar to her,and
gave
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gave me her hand, which T held, while T
prayed by her bed-fide,- We exchanged
a few tears; but I was almoft as uhable to
{peak, as. the was, But I returned {oon
after, and faid, ¢ If your mind, as T tr}iﬁ;,‘
is in a ftate of peace, it will be-a comfort
to e, if you can fignify it by holding up
your hand. She held it up, and Wa'vcd' it
to and fro, feveral times. |
That evening, her fpeech, her fight,
and, I believe, her hearing, wholly failed.
She continued perfectly compofed, with-
out taking notice of any thing, or difco-
vering any f{ign of pain, or uneafinefs, till
Wednefday evening, towardsfeven o ‘clock.
She thea began to breathe very hard: her
breathing might be called groaning, for
it was heard in every part-of the houfe; -
but I believe it was entirely owing to the
difficulty of expiration, for fhe -lay quite
ftill, with a placid countenance, as if in a
gentle flumber.  There was no ftart, or
&ruggle, nor a feature ruffled. I took my |

poft
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poft by her bed-fide, and watched her
nearly three hours, with a candle in my
hand, till I faw her breathe her laft, on
the 15th of December, 1790, a little be-
fore ten in the evening.

When I was fure fhe was gone, I took
off her ring, according to her repeated in-
jun&ion, and put it upon my own finger.
I then kneeled down, with the ‘{'erv-afgtks}
who were in the room, and returned the
Lord my unfeigned thanks for her deliver-
ance, and her peaceful difmiffion.

How wonderful muft be the moment
after death! What a tranfition did fhe
then experience! She was inftantly freed
from fin, and all its attendant forrows, and
I truft, inftantly admitted to join the |
heavenly choir. That moment, was re- .
markable, to me, hikewife, It removed
from me, the chief obje&, which made
another day, or hour of life, as to my own
perfonal concern, defirable. At the fame
time, it fet me free from a weight of pain--

PR . * . ' oon l"'h" IL
LY - " ﬁl
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e

ful feelings, and anxieties, under which,

nothing fhort of a divine power, could
have {o long fupported me.

1 believe it was about two or threcﬂ
months before her dear.h when I was

walking up and down the room, offering

disjointed prayers, from a heart torn with.
diftrefs, that a thought fuddenly ftruck me,

with unufual force, to this effeét : The pro-:

mifes of God mufc be true; furely the

Lord W1ll help me, # I am willing to be !

belped! Tt occurred to me, that we are
often led, from a vain complacence in
what we call our fenfibility, to mdulcre that

unproﬁtable gnef Wthh both our duty,,

and our peace, require us to refift, to the

utmoft of our power. I ini‘tantly faid

aloud, Lord, I am helplefs indeed, 1n my-

{elf, butI hope 1 am willing, thhout re-
ferve, that thou fhouldeﬁ help me.

LA B

v

L N L]
—-*#

the begmnmg of this trial, that I was- a_"

mlmﬁer, and that the eyes of many were

upoi me ; that my turn of preaching had

ﬂ;

very
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very much-led me to “endeavout to com-

fore the affhifted, by reprefenting the gof-
pel as a catholicon, affording an effectual
remedy for every evil, a full compenfation
for every want or lofs; to-thofe who truly
teceive it. So ‘that though a believer
-may be afflited, he cannot be properly
uphappy; unlefs he gives way to {elf-
will, andunbelief. I had often told my
hearers, that a ftate of trial, if riglitly im-
proved, was, to the Chriftian, a poft of ho-
nour, affording the faireft opportunity of
exemplifying the power of divine grace,
to the praife and glory of the giver. It
had been, therefore, my frequent; daily
prayer, that I might not by impatierice,
or defpondence, be deprived of the ad-
vantage my fitvation afford me, of
confirming, by my own practice, the
dotrine which I had preached to others,
and that I might not give them  occa-
fion to apply to me, the words of Eli-
phaz to Job, ch. iv. 4, §," ¢ Thy words
have upholden him that was filling,

and
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and thou haft ftrengthened the fecb'le
knees;. but now it is come unte thee; and'
thou fainteft; it toucheth thee, ang ’
art troubled ! And I had not Myed in
vain. But from the time, that I fo re-
markably felt mylelf willing to be belped,
I might truly fay to the praife of the
Lord, My heart trufted in-Him, and I
was helped indeed. Through the whole
of my painful trial, I attended all my ftated,
and occafional fervices, as ufual; and a
ftranger would fcarcely have difcovered,
either by my words, or looks, that I was
in trouble, Many of our intimate friends
were apprehenfive, that this long affliction,
and efpecially the clofing event, would
have overwhelmed me; but it was far
otherwife, It did not prevent me from
preaching a fingle fermon, and I preached
on the day of her death.

After the was gone, my willingnefs to
be helped, and my defire. that the Lord’s -
goodnefs to me, might be obferved by

Vou, II. M ~ others,
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M

others, for their encouragement, made ‘me
indifferent to fome laws of eftablithed cuf-
tom, the breach of which is often more no-
ticed,than the violation of God’s commands,
I was afraid of fitting at home, and indulg:=
ing myfelf, by poring over my lofs; and
therefore I was feen in the ftreet, and
vifited fome of my ferious friends, the very
next day. I likewife preached three times,
while fhe lay dead 1n the houfe.  Some of
my brethren, kindly offered thetr affift-
ance; but as the Lord was pleafed to give
me firength, both of body and 'mind, I
thought it my duty to ftand up 1n my
place, as formerly. And after the was de-
pofited in the vault, 1 preached her funeral
fermon *, with little more fenfible emotion,
than if it had been for another perfon. I
have reafon to hope that many of my
hearers, were comforted, and animated
under their aflictions, by what they faw

* From a text which I had.referved from my firft

entrance on the miniftry, for this particular fervice, if
I thould furvive her, and be able to {peak,
3 of
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of the Lord’s goodnefs to me, 1 .my time
of n,éed. And I acknowledge, ;hgt u:
was well worth ftanding a while in the
fire, for fuch an opportunity of experienc-
ing, and exhibiting, the power and faith-
fulnefs of his promlfes

I was not {upported by hve]y, 1cnﬁblc
confolations, but by being enabled tp
realize to my mind, fome great and lead-
ing truths of the word of God. I faw, what
indeed I knew before, but never till then o
firongly and clearly perceived, that as a fin-
ner, I had no 7ight,and as a believer, I could
have no rea/n, to complain. I conﬁderea
her as a loan, which He who lent her ‘to
me, had a ricfit to refume whenever He
pleafed ; and that as I had deferved to for-
feit her every day, from the firft; it be-
came me, rather to be thankful that fhe
was fpared to me fo long, than to reﬁcrn
her with relu@anée, when called for. Far-
ther, that his fovereignty, was connected
with infinite wifdom™ and goodnefs; and

that confequently, if it were poﬂib]e for
M 2 me
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me to alter any part of his plan, I could
only fpoil it—that fuch a Ihort-ﬁghted
creature as I, fo blind to the poﬁiblc con-
fequences of my own mfhes, was not
only unworth) , . but unable, to choofe
well for myfelf; and that it was therefore
my great mercy and privilege, that the
Yord condefcended to choofe for me.
May fuch confiderations powerﬁﬂly affect
the hearts of my readers under their trou-
bles, and then, I fhall not regret having
fubmitted to the view of the publié, a
detail, which may {eem more proper for
the fubjeét of a private letter to a friend,
They who can feel for me, will, T hope,
excufe me. And 1t is chiefly for their
{akes, that I have written it.

When my wife died, the world {feemed
to die with her, (I hope, to revive no
more). I fee little now, but my miniftry
and my Chnftian profeflion, to make a
continuance 1n life, for a fingle day, defir-
able; though I am willing to wait my

api <tnted tme, I the world cannot re-
4 ftore
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ilore ber to me (not that I have tlie' fe-
moteft with that her return was poffible) it
can do nothmg for me. ~“The: Bank: of
Enﬂland, is too poor to compenfate; for
fuch a lofs as mine, But the Lord, ‘the
all-fufficient God, {peaks, and it 1s done;
Let thofe who know him, and truft him,
be.of good courage. He can give them
ﬁrenath accordmtr to their day; He can
1ncreafe their {’crength as their trials are
increafed, to any aﬁignable degree. And
what He can do, He has promifed hé
'szZ do. The power, and faithfulnefs; on
Wthh the fucceflive changes of day and
mght, and of the feafons of the year, de-
pend, and which uphold the ftars in their
orbits, is equally engaged to fupport his
people, and to lead them, fafely and un-
hurt, (1f their path be {o appointed) through
floods and flames. Though I believé the
has nevcr yet been (and probably never
will be) out of my waking thoughts, for
five minutes at a time ; though I fleep 1n
the bed in which the fuffered, and' lan:

M 3 guifhed
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outthed {o long; I have not had one un-
comfurtable dav, nor one reftlefs mght,
fince fhe left me. I have loft a nght

h I cannot but mifs continually,
but the Lerd coables me te go on, cheer-

J'. u. Lj 111' []IC

fallv, without it
May his blefiing reft upon the reader!
May glory, honout, and praife be aferibed
to his grear 2ad hoely name, now and for
.

cver ! Amen

*

Na,
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No, 1I.

YEHRSES SUNG AFTER HER FUNERAL SERMONG

Hapax..iii, 17, 184

Although the fg-tree fhall not bloffom, neither fhall
Sfruit be in the wines 5 the labour of the olive
Shall fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat;
the flock fhall be cut off from the fold, and
there fhall be no berd in the flall: yet T will
rejoice in. the Lovd,. I will joy in the God of
my [alvation..

¥ T hE earth with rich abundance ftor’ @f
To anfwer all our wants, |
Invites our hearts to praife the Lordy.-
For what his bounty grants.

s Flocks, herds, and corn, and grateful fruit,:
His gracious hand {upphies;
And while our various tafics they {uit, .
Their profpet cheers our eyes.

N o4 Te

{23
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3 To thefe, He adds each tender tie
Of fweet domeftic life ;
Endearing joys, the names imply
Of parent, hutband; wife |

4 But fin has poifon’d all below,
Our bleffings, burdens prove ;
On ev’ry hand we fuffer woe,

But moft, where moft we love.

5§ Nor vintage, harveft, flocks, nor herds,

Can fill the heart’s defire ;

And oft a2 worm deftroys our gourds,
And all our hopes expire.

0 Domeftic jovs, alas! how rare !
Poflefs’d, and known by few !
And they who know them, find they are
As frzil, and tranfient too.

7 But you, who love the Saviour’s voice,
And reft upon his name :

Amidft thefe changes may rejoice,
For he is ftill the fame.

& The Lord himfelf will foon appear,
Whom you, unfeen, adore ;
nen He will wipe off ev'ry tear,
And vou fhall weep no more.

No.
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No. III.

E B ENUEZZE R:

A MEMORITAL

OF THE UNCHANGEABLE GOODNESS OF GOD,
UNDER CHANGING DISPENSATIONS.

No. 1.
WRITTEN ON FEB, 12, I'7.
The Twenty-fifth Anniverfary of our Marriage,

THE LORD GAVEee

t For what this day recals to mind
My praife to God is due;
How many bleflings he defign’d

To give, in giving You.

2 When hateful, hating and forlorn
In Afric’s Wilds I firay’d;
His hand fecur’d my fafe return,
But You, the Mean, was made.

3 How little, then, could be forefcen
My path in future life !
But he prepar’d each following fcene,

By making You, my Wife.
M ;5 4 The
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4 The happy day that join’d our hands
(Sweet prelude to his Grace)

More firm, in my remembrance, ftands
Than if engrav’d in brafs.

5 Butah! My heart, by {in betray’d,
(How painful is the thought)
Soon, of the Gift, an Idol made,

The Giver {foon forgot |

6 How julftly, might fome fudden turn
Have parted us again ;
And left my guilty foul to mourn
In agony and pain !

7 But though we both, and chiefly I,
For Good have render’d 11l

His mercy hath been always nigh,
His hand preferves us {hill,

5 With mutual love, and peace, and health,
And friends, We have been bleft;
And, if not, what the World calls, /#zalth,
We have Enough poflefs’d.

g From place to place, from year to yeai‘,
The Lord has been our Guide ;
Qur fare refource in time of fear,
W hen all has fail’d befide,
10 Thus



10 Thus five and twenty years, the fun
Has trod his annual path;
And we apace are pofting on
To meet the ftroke of death !

i1 dure, none a happier life have known,
‘Than ours, thus far, has been
But could we covet, now ’tis gone,
Lo live it o’er again ?

12 Like checker'd Cloth, the Warp with love
And comfort has been fpread ;
But Cares and Croffes interwove
Have furnith’d-half the thread.

13 Yes! Even We, who fo much joy,.
So much endearment know,

Have found that fomething will annoy,
And tarnifh all below !

34 Yetevry Crofs  Mercy is,
A Blefling ev’ry Thorn,
"That tells us, Here is not our blifs,
We were for nobler born.

16 That I am Hers, and She is Mine,
Invites my fegble lays;
But, Saviour, that we Both are Thine,
Demands my higheft praife,

M 6 16 With
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16 With Thee, dear Lord, who rulelt All,
The wife appointment lies,
To which of us the lot muit fall,
To clofe the other’s eyes!

1% Then all our intercourfe while here,
(How happy, and how kind!)
Will like a fleeting dream appear,
Which leaves no trace behind.

18 Prepare us, ev'ry day we live,
For that important hour;
And when, at length, it {hall arrive,
Support us by thy pow’r.

19 Who firft departs, may Thy kind {mile
Strengthen, with joy to go;
And the Survivor reconcile
o ftay a while below.

20 Then, may it {eem of little weight,
Which of us goes before;
Affur’d that we fhall {hortly meet

To part again no more.

31 Oh, with what wonder, joy, and praife
Our f{ouls fhall then review
The fnares, and mercies of the ways,

We were conducted thro’ !



APPENDIX, 253

No. 2.
WRITTEN ON DEC. 1§, I'79I.

The Firft Anniverfary of ber D{fm{ﬁfm from this
Sta;e of Stn and Sorrow.

»=THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY. BLESSED BB
THE NAME OF THE LORD, -

Bleffed be God, even the Father of our Lird Fe-
Sus Chrift, the Father of Mercies, and the God
of all Comfort!  Who comforteth us in all our
tribulations, that we may be able to comfort
them awbhich are in any trouble, by the comforts
wherewith we ourfelves are comforted of God.

1 Lorp! She was thine, and not my own,
Thou haft not done me wrong ;
I thank Thee for the precious loan

Afforded me fo long.

2 For though no fingle day has been,
Or talent, well improv'd;
I chiefly fee, and mourn, my fin
In what I chiefly lov’d,

4

3 I trembled,
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g 1 trembled, when Thou faidft, ¢ Religa
A much-abufed truft;”

But could not wonder, or repine;
I own’d the {entence juft.

4 Yet mercy fivecten’d my diftrefs;.
And, while 1 {2t the red,
Gave me abundant caufec to blefs

An Ail-futhcient God!

5 Sharp was my pain, and decp my wound;-
(A wound which ftill muft bleed)
But daily Lelp, and firength 1 found’

ropurt.on d 1o my need.

6 Like Jonzh {well cur flories fuit)”

I view'd my gourd, well pleas’d;

Like him, I could not fre the root™
On which the werm had feiz’d.

-

» But {aw, at leng Tth, the hour draw nigh;
('That hour JI fiuce Lave known)
When all my earthly joy muft die,
And I be left Lzlohe. |

8 She dropp’d a tear, and gmfp d my hand
And fain fhe woild have fpoke;
But well my he:uf could tllldf.‘l‘ﬂdnd
The language of her Jook,

g Farewell,
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9 Farewell, 1t meant, a laft Adienl

I foon fhall ceafe from pain;
This filent tear I drop for you:
We part—to meet again.

rc I faid, ¢ If leaving all below,
You now have peace divine;
And would, but cannot, tell me {o,
Give me, atleaft, a fign,”

11 She rais’d, and gently wav’d her hand,
And All’d me with a joy,
To which the wealth of Sea and Land
Compar’d; were but a Toy.,

12 [ truft, indeed, fhe knew thy grace
Before this trying day;
But Satan had, a while, accefs,
To fill her with diimay.

13 Tl then, tho’ two long years the pin’d,
Without an hour of eale;
Cheerful fhe {hill appear’d, refign’d,

And bore her crofs, m peace.

14 Daily, while able, clofely too,
She read the word of God; |
And thence her hope and comfort diew,
Her Med’cine and her Food,

15 A {tranger
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15 A ftranger might have well prefum’d,
I'rom what he faw her bear :
"This burning bufh was not confum’d,
Becaufe the Lord was there.

10 Three days, fhe could no notice take,
Nor fpeak, nor hear, nor fee

O Lord! Did not my heart-ftrings ache ?
Did not I cry to Thee?

17 That while I watch’d her, night and day,
My will, to Thine, might bow?
And, by this Rod, did{t Thou not fay,
‘¢ Behold your Idol now !

33 ¢ From her you lov’d too much, proceed
““ Your fharpeft grief and pains;

¢ For, foon or late, the heart muft bleed
¢¢ "That Idols entertains.”

39 Yes, Lord, we both have guilty been,
And juftly are diftrefs’d;
But fince Thou doft forgive cur fin,
I welcome all the reft,

20 Only uphold us in the fire,
Our fainting {pirits cheer;

And I thy Mercy will admire
Yy hen moft thou feem’ft {fevere.

21 F ainter,
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21 Fainter, her breath, and fainter grew, * -
Until the breath’d her laft:

The Soul was gone, before we knéw
The firoke of death was paft.

22 Soft was the moment, and {erene,
That all her fuff’ rings clos’d;

No agony, or ftruggle feen,
No feature difcompos’d.

23 The parting ftruggle all was mine ;
““ *Tis the Survivor dies:”
For the was freed, and gone to join

The Triumph of the Skies,

24 To me, it was a ftormy day,
Tho’ glad for her releafe ;-
But He, whom feas and fforms obey,
Soon bid the Tempett ceafe.

25 My felfith heart had wifh’d her here,
To [pend her days in pain;;
That the, what I could fay, might hear,
And fpeak to me again.

26 Our kindnefs to our fuff 'ring friends
Would keep them ftill below
But He, who loves them better, fends,
And at his call, They go.

27 Eacfl
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27 Each moment, fince that trying hour,
My Iofs I keenly feel ;
But truft, I feel my Saviour’s pow'r
To fanétify, and heal.

28 Ah,World! VainWorld | By whom my Loz,
Was crucify’d and flain ;
What co£:1t now, canit thou adord
To mitigate my pain ¢

29 Long fince, I thould, by his dear Crofs,
Have learnt to dic to Thee;
But if 1 learn it by my Lofs,
That Lofs my Gain will be.

20 Now, Lord, to Thee I would apply,
On Thee, alone, depend;
Thou art, when creatures {ail and die,
An ever-living Friend |

31 Now thou haft made a Void within,.
\Which only Thou canft fill;
Oh! grant me pardon of my fin,.
And Grace to do thy Will, .

32 That I with jov thy flock may feed,
A pattern to them be,
And comiort them, intime of necd ;
Youchfafe to comfort me.

33 Ii{:t
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23 Let me believe, and love and praife,
And wonder and adore,
And view Thee guiding all my ways ;
I aflk for nothing more.

74 To Thee [ would commit the reft
The When, the How, the Where,
Thy Wifdom will determine beft,
VWithout my anxious care,

35 May I, with faith and patience, wait,
For foon thy call will come;

‘When I fhall change this Mortal State
For an Eternal Home.

36 The vails of Sin and Unbelief
Shall then be rent in twain ;

And they, who parted here with grief;
Shall mget, with joy, again.

37 Then will the Lord himfelf appear,
With all his blbod-hought (heep,. .

To wipe, from ev'ry face, the tear,
And they no more fhall weep.

38 May thoughts, like thefe, relieve my toil,.
And cheer my fpirit up !
Who would not fuffer here awhile,
For fuch a glorious. hope?

No. IV,
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. No. IV, *

$ECOND ANNIVERSARY.OF THE ISTH

DECEMBER, 17(O.

I WaiLe Grace her balm, to footh my pain

And heal my wound, applies ;

To make it throb, and bleed again,
Ofhcious Mem’ry tries.

Too well fhe knows each tender ﬂ:rmg
That twines about my heart ;

And how to fix a piercing fting
In the moft feeling part !

2 May I not yet, fome refpite take
From dwelling on her death ?
Did I not feel her heart-ftrings break,
“And watch her laft-drawn breath?
Oh! ceafe, at length to haunt my. mmd
With images of arief ;
Canft thou no plealing topics find

‘T'o yield me fome relief?
2 But
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3 But as a fieve the bran retaing,

And lets the flour fall thro’,
So careful mem’ry keeps my pains,
And lofs, in conftant view; -
While comforts, countle('s as the {ands,
Which crown my favour’d lot,

Tho’ each, my warmeft praife demands,
Are heedlefsly forgot,

4 And can I then forget the times,
When helplefs, hopelefs, loft,

I pin’d; in miferies and crimes,
- On Afric’s horrid coaft?
To Chrift my Lord, a daring foe,
To men, a wretched flave ;
Yet, on that brink of endlefs woe
He fhew’d his pow’r to fave.

5 His mercy, tho’ by me unfought,

Kept me from falling in;

His arm my full deliv’rance wrought,
His grace forgave my fin. . -

He taught my bafe blafpheming tongue
‘Toaim at pray’r and praife ;

Became my fhield, and ftrength, and fong,
And guided all my ways. o

- 6 Thus
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O Thus freed from mifery and death,

My forrow chang’d to joy ;

He {ent me forth to preach the faith -
I labour'd to deftroy.

His mercies thro’ my future life
Were new from day to day ;

The chief of all, was that dear wife
‘He fince has call’d away.

7 Shall one fo favour’d €’er repine?
Or one {o vile complain ?
No—1let me praife—fhé long was mine,
And fhall be mine again.
1t death could break our union paft,
(Frail, tho’ endear’d the tie) . ..
The ftronger band of Grace fhall laft,
- When Death itfelf {hall die !




