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PREFACE.

| HEN the following narrative was
'V drawn up, the writer was awars
that his feelings rendered hitn ineompetent
to ju"dge,- how much of a relation, evéry
part of which was interefting to him{elf,
tnight be fit to offer to the Public. Many
little cireumftances which the mdulgence
of a friend could bear with, might, to -
ftrangers, appear trivial ahd ampertinent.
He therefore wrote only for his friends;
and printed no more copies, than he
thought would be {ufficient to diftribute
within the cirele of his perfonal acquairis
tance.
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BuT as the paper has been much en-
quired after, and many of his friends have
exprefled their with, that it might be
more extenfively circulated; he has at
length yielded to their judgment. It
would be ftrange if he could propofe any
pecuniary advantage to himfelf, in pub-
hifhing fuch an inftance of the Lord’s
goodnefs, vouechfafed in his own family,
and to one whofe memory is fo dear to

him. He has therefore wholly given up
bis property in this Monument of his
thankfulne{s to God, and of his love to
the deceafed. The profits arifing from
the fale, will be faithfully appropriated to a
Chantable Inftitution.

IT isto be lamented, that in this enligh-
tened age, fo ﬁgnalized by the preva-
lence of a {pint of inveftigation, Religion,
fthould, by many, be thouglit the only
{fubje&, unworthy of a {ferious enquiry.
And that, while in every branch of {ci-

ence,
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ence, they ftudioufly endeavour to trace
every falt, to its proper and adequate
caufe, and are cautious of admitting any
theory, which cannot ftand the teft of
Experiment 5 they treat the ufe of the term
Experimental, when applied to Religion,
with contempt. Yet there are many
things connefted with this f{ubje®, in
which, whether we are willing, or un-
willing, “we are, and muit ‘be, nearly
interefted. Death for inftance 1s inevita-
ble. And if there be an Hereafier (and
it is impoffible to prove that there is not)
the confequences of Death muft be impoz-
tant. Many perfons die, as they live,
thoughtlefs and carele{s what confequen-
ces may await them. Others, whofe
charalters and condu&t, do not appear to
have been worfe than thofe of the former,
cannot die {fo. They have dark and pain-
ful forebodings, and leave this world with
reluCtance, and terror. And there are
others, who, though confcious that they

dre
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are finners, and {ure that they are about to
etiter upon an unchangeable and endlefs
ftate of exiftence, poflefs peace, compo-
{ure and joy. Thefe declare that they
owe this happy ftate of mind, to their
dependance upon Jefus the Saviour; on
whofe blood and inediation, they have
built their hopes. And who can peflibly

difprove their words! Such an inftance
15 now in the Readef’s hands. ‘The fa&
1s indubitable. A child under the age of
fifteen did thus rejoice, in the midft of
pains and agoniés, to the admiration of
all who beheld her. She was willing to
leave all her friends whom the dearly
loved, and by whom fhe was tendetly

eloved, for the knew whom fhe believed,
and that when fhe fhould be abfént from
the body, the would be prefent with the
Lord. With this aflurance, the triutnphed
in the profpe&t of gloty, and {imiled upos
the approach of death.

It
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It may be prefumed, that whoever
{erioufly confiders this cafe, will not be
able to fatisfy himfelf, by afcribing fuch
remarkable effeCts, in {o young a {ubje&t,
to the power of habit, example or {yftem.
If he does not account for them upon the
principles of the Gofpel, he will be un-
able to aflign any proportionable caufe.
And it is to be feared, -that if he 1s not
affeCted by a teftimony, {o fimple and
{o ftriking, neither would he be perfuaded,
though one fhould rife from the Dead.

Hoxton,
Nov. .17, 1785,




MONUMENT

TO THE PRAISE OF

THE LORD’S GOODNESS,
AND TO THE MEMORY
OF DEAR |

ELIZA CUNINGHAM*,

A S I write not for the eye of the Public;
but chrefly to put a teftimony of the
Lord’s goodnefs; into the hands of my dear
friends who have kindly afforded us their {fym-
pathy and prayers on the late occafion; I do
not mean either to reftrain the emotions of my
heart, or to apologize for them. 1 fhall write
fimply and freely, as I might fpeak to a perfon,
A to

* The laft furviving child of Mr. James Cuningham,
of Pittarthie, Fife Shire.
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to whole intimacy and tendernefs I can fully

entruft myfelf, and who I know will bear with
ail my weaknefes. .

In May, 1482, my fifter Cuningham was
at Edinburgh, chiefly on the account of her
eldeft daughter, then in the fourteenth year of

her age, who was very ill of a confumption.

She had already buried an only {fon, at the age
of twelve; and while all a mother’s care and
feelings were engaged by the rapid decline of a
fecond amiable ch::ild, fhe was unexpeltedly and
{uddenly bereaved of an affetiopate and excel-
lent hufband. Her trals were great, but the
Lord had prepared her for them. She was a
believer. . Her faith was {trong; her graces
active; her conduct exemplary. She walked
with God, .and he fupporsed her. And though
the was a tender and {ympathizing friend, fhe
had a happy firmnefs of temper, fo that her
charalter, as a Chriftian, and the preopriety of
her behaviour in every branch of relative life,
appeared with peculiar advantage-in the feafon of
afffi¢tion. She returned to Apnftruther a widow,

with her fick child, who languithed till Oéto-
ber, and then died,

-t
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THoucn my fifter had many valuable and
pleafing connections in Scotland, yet her ftrong-
cft tie being broken, fhe readily accepted my
invitation to come and live with us. She was not
only dear. to me as Mrs. Newton’s filter, but
we had lived long in the habits .of intimate
friendthip, I knew ber worth, and fbe was par-
tial to me., She had yet one child remaining,
her dear Frniza. We already-had a dear orphan
niece, whom we had, aboutdeven years before,
adopted for our own daughter. My a&ive fond
imagination anticipated thetime ot her arrival,
and drew a pleafing picture of the addition the
company of fuch a fifter, fuch a friend, weuld
make to the happinefs of our family., The
children likewife—there was no great-difparity
between them either in years or ftature. From
what I had heard of Eliza, I was prepared to love
her before I faw her; though fhe came after-
wards into my hands like a heé.p of untold gold,
which, when counted over, proves.to be a larger
fam than was expected. My fancy paired and
united thefe children; I hoped that the friend-
fhip between us and my fifter, would be per-
petuated in them. I feemed to {ce them like

A 2 . tWIn
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gwin fifters, of one heart and mind, habited
nearly alike, always together, always with us.

~—Stuch was my plan—but the Lord’s plan
was very different, and therefore mine failed.
It 1s happy for us, poor fhort-fighted creatures,
unable as we are to forefee the confequences of
our own wifhes, that if we know and truft him,
he often is pleafed to put a merciful negative
upor, our purpoies ; and condefcends to chufe bet-
ter for us than we can for ourfelves, What might
have been the iffue of my plan, could it have
taken place, I know not; but I can now praife
and adore him for the gracious iffue of Ais, 1
praile his name, that I can chearfully comply
with his word which {ays, ¢ Be ftill, and know
that I am God.” 1 not only can bow (as it
becomes a creature and a finner to do) to his
{overeignty ; but I admire his wildom and good-
aefs, and can fay from my heart, ¢¢ He has done
all things well.” |

My fifter had fettled her affairs previous to
her removal, and nothing remained but to take
leave of her friends, of whom fhe had many,
not enly 1n Anftruther, but in diiferent parts
of the county. In February, 1783, I received

| a letter
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a letter from her, which, before I opened it, X
expeéted was to inform me that the was upon
the road in her way to London. But the in-
formation was, that in a little jourpey fhe had
made to bid a friend farewel, fhe had caught a
violent cold, which brought on a fever and a
cough, with other {ymptoms, which, though
fhe defcribed as gently as poffible, that we
might not be alf.:a.rmed, obliged ME to give up
inftantly the pleafing hope of {eeing her. Suc-
ceding letters confirmed my apprehenfions, her
malady increafled, and fhe was {oon confined

to her bed. Eliza was at fchool at Mufiel-
burgh, Till then fhe had enjoyed a perfect
{ftate of health; but while her dear mother was
rapidly declining, fbe likewife caught a great
cold, and ber life likewife was {oon thought to
be in danger. On this occafion that fortitude
and refolution which fo ftrongly marked my

fifter’s character was remarkably difplayed. She
knew that her own race was almoft finifhed
{he earneftly defired that Eliza might live, or die,
with us. . And the phyficians advifed a {peedy
removal into the South. Accordingly to fave
time, and to fave Eliza from the impreffions
which the fight of a dying parent might pro-
bably make upon her {pirits, and poflibly ap-
- pre-
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prehenfive that the interview might make too
areat an impreflion upon her own ; the fent this

her only beloved child from Edinburgh di-

rectly to London, without letting her come
home to take a laft leave of her. She contented
herfelf with committing and bequeathing her
child to our care and love in a letter, which I

believe was the laft the was able to write.

- Trus powerfully recommended by the rpa-
theric charge of a dying mother, the deareft
friend we had upon the earth; and by that
plea for compathon, which her illnefs might
have ftrongly urged even upon ftrangers; we
seceived our dear Eliza as a truft, and as a
sreafure, on the 15th of March, My fifter
lived long enough to have the comfort of
knowing, not only that fhe was {afely arrived,
but was perfectly pleafed with her new fitua-
tion. She was now freed from all earihly
cares. She fuffered much in the remaining
part of her illnefs, but fhe knew whom fhe bes

lieved ; fhe poffefled a peace paft underftand-
ing, and a hope full of glory. She entered
into the joy of her Lord on the 1oth of May,
1783, refpected and regretted by all who knew

hﬂ;',

f Soox



[ 15 ]

I soon perceived that the Lord had fent me a
treafure indeed., Eliza’s perfon was agreeable,
There was an eafe and elegance in her whole
addrefs, and a gracefulnefs in her movements,
t1ll long 1llnefs, and great weaknefs bowed her
down. Her difpofition was lively, her genius
quick and inventive, and if fhe had enjoyed
health, the probably would have excelled in
every thing fhe attempted, that required inge~
nuity. Her underftanding, particularly her
judgment, and her fenfe of propriety, was far
above her years. There was fomething 1n her
appearance which ufually procured her favor at
firft fight. She was honoured by the notice of
feveral perfors of diftinétion, which though I
thankfully attribute in part to their kindnefs to

me, I believe was a good deal owing to {fome-
thipg rather uncommon in her. But her prin-

cipal endearing qualities, which could be only
fully known to us who lived with her, were
the {weetnefs of her temper, and a heart formed
for the exercife of affeftion, gratitude and
friendthip. Whether, when at fchool, the might
have heard forrowful tales from children who
having loft their parents, met with a great
difference, in point of tendernefs, when they

CAllic
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¢amme under the diretion of Uncles and Aunts;
and might think that all uncles and aunts were
alike, I know not; but I have underftood fince
from herfelf, that the did not come to us with
any highly railed expeltations of the treatment
fhe was to meet with. But as fbe found (the
Lord in mercy to her and to us having opened
our hearts to receive her) that it was hardly
poflible for her own parents to have treated her
more tenderly, and that it was from that time the
bufinefs and the pleafure of our lives, to ftudy
how to oblige her, and how to alleviate the
affliGions which we were unable to remove; {0
we likewife quickly found, that the {eeds of our
kindnefs could hardly be fown in a2 more pro-
mifing and fruitful foil. I know not that either
her aunt or I ever faw a cloud upon her coun-
tenance during the time fhe was with us. It
is true we did not, we could not, unneceffarily
crofs her; but if we thought it expedient to
over-rule any propofal fhe made, the acquieiced
with a {weet Imile; and we were certain that we
fhould never hear of that propofal again. Her
delicacy however was quicker than o#r obferva-
tion; and fhe would fometimes fay, when we

could not perceive the leaft reafon for it, ¢ Iam
afraid
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afraid I anfwered you peevithly, indeed I did
not intend it if I did, I afk your pardon; I

fhould be very ungrateful, if I thought any
pleafure equal to that of endeavouring to pleale

you.” Itis no wonder that we dearly loved
fuch a child'!

WonpERFUL 15 the frame of the human heart?
The Lord claims and deferves it all; yet there
is ftill room for all the charities of relative life,
and {cope for their full play; and they are
capable of yielding the fincereft pleafures this
world can afford, if held in f{ubordination
to what is fupremely due to him. The mar-
riage relation, when cemented by a divine blef-
fing, is truly a union of hearts, and the love
refulting from it will admit of no competition in
the {fame kind. Children have the next claim,
and whether there be one, or two, or many;
each one feems to be the object of the whole
of the parent’s lJove. Perhaps my friends who
have children, may ‘think that I who never had
any, can only talk by guefs .upon this {ubject.
1 prelume not to -difpute the point with them.'
But when it .pleafed the Lord to put my dear
Betfey under my care, I feemed to acquire a new
{et of feelings, if not exaltly thofe of a parent,

B yet
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yet, as I conceive, not altogetheér unlike them,
And 1 long thought it was not poffible for me
to love any child as 1 did her. But when
Eliza came, fhe withsut being her rival, quickly
participated with her in the fame affection.
I found I had room enough for them beth,
without prejudice to either. 1loved the one very

dearly, and the other no lefs than before; 1f it
were poffible {till more, when I faw that fthe

entered into my views, received and behaved
to hér coufin with ¢reat aﬁ'e&lon, and afcribed
many little indulgences- and attentions which
were fhewn' her; to their proper ground, the
confideration of her'ill ftate of health, and not
to any preférence -that could opperate to fer
difadvantage. For the Lord was pleafed to
anfwer my prayers in this refpe&, fo gracioufly,
that I could ‘net perceive that any jealoufly or
fufpicion’ took place between-them, on etheir

fide,. from firft to laft:

- Tue He&ic fever, couch and fiweats, 'which
Eliza brought with her from Scotland, were
fabdued in the-courfe of tHé‘fummci';'zind‘thef*e
appeared no reafo n-to apprehendifhe that would
‘be taken off very fuddenly. But ftill there wasa
"wnrm preying upon the root of this pretty gourd.

Ty . She
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She had {eldom any {evere pain till withinthelaft
fortnight of her life, and ufually flept well,
but when awake fhe was always ill. 1 believe
fhe knew not a fingle hour of perfet eafe, and
they, who intimately knew her ftate, could not
but wonder to fee her {o placid, chearful, and
attentive when in company, as fhe generally
was. Many a time when the tears have filently
ftolen down her cheeks, if the faw that her aunt
or I obferved her, fhe would wipe them away,
come to us with a {mile and a kifs, and fay,
¢ Do not be unealy, 1 am not veryill, I can
bear it, I {hall be better prefently,” or to that

effelt.

HEr cafe was thought beyondthe reach of me-
dicine, and foratimenomedicine wasufed. She
had air and exercile, as the weather and circum-
{tances would permut. For the reft fhe amufed
herfelf as well as {he could, with her guittar or
harpfichord, with her needle, and with reading,
She had a part likewife, when able, in fuch
vifits as we paid or received. And our vifits

were generally regulated by a regard to what
fhe could bear, Hcr aunt, efpecially, feldom

went abroad, but at {fuch times, and to {uch

places, as we thought agreeable and conve-
| Bz nient
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nient to ser. For we could perceive, that fhe

loved home beft, and beft of all when we were
at home with her.

In April 1784, We put her under the care
of my dear friend Dr. Benamor. To the
blefing of the ILord on his fkill and endea-
vours, 1 alcribe the pleafure of having her con-

tinued with us {o Jong ; nor can I fufficiently
exprefs my gratitude for his afiduous unwearied

attention, nor for his great tendernefs. She is
now gone, and can no more repeat, what fhe
has often {poken, of the great comfort it was
to her to have fo affetionate and {fympathizing
a phyfician; but while 7 live, I hope it will
always be my plealure to acknowledge our
great obligations to him on her account. I
thould be ungrateful likewife, were I to omit
mentioning the kindnefs of Dr. Allen of Dul-
wich, who attended her daily during her laft
ftay at Southampton. He was {o obliging
likewife as to vifit her, and to meet Dr. Bena-
mor upon her cafe, after her return to London,
Their joint prefcription was carefully followed.
But what can the moft efficacious medicines,
or the beft phyficians avail to prolong life,
when the hour approaches in which the prayer

of
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of the great Interceflor muft be accomplithed,
¢« Father I will that they whom thou haft given
me, may be with me where I am, to behold
my glory ?” This was the proper caufe of my
dear Eliza’s death, The Lord fent this child
to me to be brought up for him, he owned my
poor endeavours; and when her education was
completed, and fhe was ripened for heaven, he
took her home to himfelf. He has richly paid
me my wages, in the employment itfelf, and in
the -happy iflue.

Dr. Benamor advifing a trial of the falt-
water, we paffed the month of Auguft 1784
with her, partly at Mr. Walter Taylor’s at

Southampton, and partly at Charles Etty’s
E{q. of Prieftlands near Lymington. While

fhe was with thefe kind and generous friends,
fhe had every accommodation and afliftance that
could be thought of or withed for. And the
bathing was evidently ufeful, fo far as to give
fome additional ftrength to her very weak and
relaxed frame, which aflifted her in going more
comfortably through the laft winter. We were

therefore encouraged and advifed to repeat our
vifit to Southampton this autumn. But the
fuccefs was not the fame. Her feet and legs

had
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had already began to {well, and the evening
before fhe fet out {he took cold, which brought
on a return of the fever and cough. And
though Dr. Allen was {uccefsful in removing
thefe {ymptoms in about a fortnight, and fhe
bathed a2 few times, fhe could not perfevere.,
However the advantages of fituation, air, and
exercife being much greater than fhe could have
in London, and as we were with friends whom
fhe, as well as we, dearly loved, fhe continued

at Southampton {ix weeks. But fhe was
unable to proceed to Mr. Etty’s, who was very

defirous of repeating his former kindnefs. The

L.ard ftrengthened her to perform her journey
home without inconvenience. She returned
the 16th of September, then fhe entered our
door for the laft time, for the went out no more,
#ilt fthe was carried out to be put into the

hearfe.

1 nave thus put together in one view a brief
account of what relates to her illnefs, till within
the laft three weeks of her pilgrimage. 1 now
come to what is much more 1mportant and
interefting. Her excellent parents had con-
fcientioufly endeavoured to bring her up in the

purture and admonition of the Lord, and the
principles



L 23 ]

principles’ of religion had been inftilled into
her from her infancy. Their labours were
thus far attended with fuccefs, that no child
could be more obedient or obliging, or more
remote from evil habits, or evil tempers; but
1 could not perceive, when fhe firft came to us,
that fhe had any heart.affeéting {enfe of divine
things. But being under my roof, the of courle,
when her health would permit, attended on my
miniftry, and was ufually prefent when I prayed
and expounded the fcriptures, morning and
evening in the family. Friends and minifters
were likéwife frequently with us, whofe cha.
~racer-and converfation were well {uited to'eri-
oage her notice, and to help her to form a richt
idea of the chriftian principles and tempert.
Knowing that fhe was of a thinking turm, I
left her to make her own refleCtions upon what
fhe faw and heard, committing her to the Lord
from whom I had received her, and intreating
him to be her effetual Teacher., Whenl did
attempt 1o tatk with her upon the concerns of
her {oul, fhe could give me no anfwer but with
tears. Butl foon had great encouragement to
hope that the Lord had both enlightened herun-
'derﬁanding, and had drawn the defires of her
heart to himfelf, Great was her delight in the

ordinances.
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ordinances. Exemplary her attention under the
preaching. To bedebarred from going to hear
at our f{tated times, was a trial, which, though
fhe patiently bore, feemed to affect her more than
any other, and fhe did not greatly care what fhe
endured in the reft of the week, provided fhe
was well enough to attend the public worthip.
The judicious obfervations fhe occafionally.
made upon what had paffed in converfation,
upon incidents, books, and {fermons, indicated
a found {criptural judgement, and a {piritual

tafte. And my hope was confirmed by her
whole deportment, which was becoming the

gofpel of Chrift. So that had fhe died fud-

denly, on any day within about a year and half
pait, I {hould have had no doubt that {he had
paffed from death, unto life. But I could
feldom prevail with her to {peak of herfelf, if

fhe did it was with the greateft diffidence and
caution.

Soow atter her return from Southampton fhe
becameacquainted withacute pain, to which fhe
had till then beenmuch a ftranger. Hergentle
ipirit which had borne up under a long and
languifhing illnefs, was not fo capable of {up-
porting pain. It did not occafion any impro-

per
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per temper or language, but it wore her away
apace. Friday the goth of September fthe was
down ftairs for the laft time, and then fhe was
brought down and carried up in arms.

IT now became very defirable to hear from
herfelf 2 more explicit account of the hope that -
was in her ; efpecially as upon fome {fymptoms
of an approaching mortification, fhe appeared
to be a little alarmed, and of courfe not
- thoroughly reconciled to the thoughts of death,
Her aunt waited for the firft convenient oppor-
tunity of intimating to her the probability that
the time of her departure was at hand. The
next morning (Saturday the firft of October)
prefented one. She found herfelf remarkably
better, her pains were almoft gone, her fpirits
revived, the favourable change was vifible in
her countenance, Her aunt began to break
the {ubjett to her, by faying, ¢ My dear, were
you not extremely ill laft night?” She faid,
¢ Indeed I was.” < Had you not been relieved
I think you could not have continued long.”
¢t T believe I could not.”” ¢¢ My dear, 1 have
been very anxtoufly concerned for your .life.”
¢¢ But I hope, my dear aunt, you are not fo

now.” She then opened her mind and fpoke
¢ freely.
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freely. 1 cannot repeat the whole, the fub-
ftance was to this effet. < My views of things

have been for {ome time very different from
what they were when I came to you. I have
feen and felt the wvanity of childhood and
vouth.” Her aunt faid, < I believe you have
long made a conicience of {ecret prayer.” She

an{wered, ¢ Yes, I have long and earneftly
fcught the Lord with reference to the change

which is now approaching. I have not yert that
{ull affurance which is {o defirable, but I have
a hope, 1 truft, a good hope, and I believe
the Lord will gcive me whatever he fees necef-
fary for me, before he takes me from hence,
I have prayed to him to fit me for himfelf, and
then, whether fooner or later, it lignifies but
little.” THere was a comfortable point gained,
We were {atisfied that fhe had given up all

expectation of living, and could fpeak of her
df’parture without bemcr diftrefied.

+ will not be e xpected that a child at her
ace thould fpeak fy&ematlcally Nor had fhe
learnt her religion from a fyftem or form of
words, however found. The Lord himfelf

was her Teacher —BUE from what little. fhe
’had at different’ tlmf'S faid to me, I was well

fatisfied
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fatified that {he had received a true conviion
of the evil of {in, and of her own ftate by
nature as a finner. When fhe {poke of the
l.ord, the meant the Lord Jefus Chrift, the
great Shepherd who gathers "fuch lambs 1n his
arm, and carries them 1in his bofom. -She be-
lieved him to be God and Man in one perfon,
and that hope of which fhe fhall never be

athamed, was founded on his atonement, grace
and power. As ] do not intend to put words
into her mouth which fhe never {poke, I mention
this, left any perfons fhould be ditappeinted at

not finding a-certain phrafology, which they
may have been accuftomed to,

Her apparent revival was of fhort duration,
In the evening of the fame day, fhe began t0

complain of a foar throat, which became worle,
and before Sunday noon threatened an abiolute
fuffocation. When Dr. Benamor who the day be-
forehad almoft entertained hopesof her recavery,
found her fo fuddenly and greatly altered, he
could not, at the moment, prevent fome figns
-of his .concern from appearing in his counte-
nance. . ;She quickly perceived it, and defired
he would plainly tell her his fentiments. When
he had recovered himfelf; he faid, ¢ You are not

C 2 | 1o
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fo well as when | faw you on Saturday. She
anfwered, that {he trufted all would be well
foon.” He replied, that whether fhe lived ordied
it would be well, and tothe glory of God. He
told me that he had much pleafing converfation
with her that morning; fome particulars of
which he had committed to- writing, but he
toft the paper. From that time fhe may be

faid to have been dying, as we expeéted her
departure from one hour to another.

On Monday the 3d. fhe was almoft free fromr

any complaint in her throat, but there was again
an appearance of a mortification in her legs,
which was againrepelled by the means which Dr.

Benamor prefcribed. 1 recollect but little of the
incidents of this day. In general the was in
great [pain, fometimes i1n agonies, unable to
remain many minutes i1n the fame pofition.
But her mind was peaceful 3 fhe poffefied a {pi-
rit of recolleétion and prayer; and her chief
attention to earthly things feemed confined to the
concern fhe faw i1n thofe who were around her.
That the might not increafe their feelings for
her, fhe ftrove to conceal the fenfe of her own {uf-
ferings. It yleafed the Lord wonderfully to fup-
port my dear Mrs. Newton, and fhe had a to-
lerable:
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lerable night’s reft, though I did not expect the
child would live till morning. On Tuelday
the 4th, about nine in the morning, we all
thought her dying, and waited near two hours
by her bed-fide for her laft breath. She was
much convulfed and in great agonies. I {ad,

“ My dear; you are going to heaven, and 1
hope, by the grace of God, we in dug
time fhall follow you.” She could not fpeak,
but let us know that fhe attended to what
I faid by a gentle nod of her head, and
a fweet {mile. I repeated to her many paf-
fages of fcripture, and verfes of hymns, to
each of which the made the fame kind of
anfwer. ‘Though filent, her looks were more

expreflive than words. Towards eleven o’clock,
a great quantity of coagulated phlegm, which
fhe had not flrength to bring up, made her
rattie violently in the throat, which we con-
fidered as a fign that death was at hand; and
as {he feemed unwilling to take fomething that
was offered her, we were loth to difturb
‘her in her laft moments (as we fuppofed) by
prefling her. I think the muft have died in a
.quarter of an hour, had not Dr, Benamor juft
then come into the room. Ie {felt her pulfe,

and obferved, that fhe was not near death by
her
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her pulle, and defired {fomething might bé
given her. She was perfectly fenfible, though
itill unable to {peak, but exprefled her unwil-
lingnefs to take any thing, by very ftrong efforts.
However, flieyielded toentreaty, and atea-{poon-
ful or two of fome liquid foon cleared the paf-
fages and fhe revived. Her pain however was
extream, and her difappointment great. I never
faw her {o near impatience as upon this occa-
fion; as foon as fhe could {fpeak fhe cried;
« Oh cruel, cruel, to recall me, when I was fo
happy and fo near gone! 1 wifh you had not
come; 1 long to go home.” Butin a few mi-
nutes fhe grew compofed, affented to what the
Doctor faid, of her duty to wait the Lord’s time ;
and from that hour, though her defires to de-
part and to be with her Saviour, were {tronger
and ftronger, fhe chearfully took whatever was
offered her, and frequently afked for fomething
of her own accord. How often, if we were
to have our choice, fhould we counteract our
own prayers ! I had intreated the Lord to pre-
long her life, till the could leave an indifputa-
ble teftimony behind her, for our comforrt.
Yet when 1 {faw her agony, and heard her {fay,
-Oh, how cruel to ftop me! 1 was for a moment

almoft of her mind, and could hardly help
| wifhing
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withing that the Doctor had delayed his vifita
little longer. But if fhe had died then, we
fhould have been deprived of what we faw and
heard the two following days. The remems-

brance of which is now much more precious
to me than filver or gold,

Waen the Doctor came on Wednefday, fhe
entreated him to tell her how long he thought
fhe might live. He faid, are you Iin

earneft, my dear?” She anfwered, ¢ Indeed
I am.” At that time there were great ap-

pearﬁnces ¢that a mortification was actually
begun. He therefore told her, he thought it
poffible fhe might hold out till eight in the
evening, but did not expect the could {urvive
midnight at farthet. On hearing him {fay fo,
low as the was, her eyes {feemed to {parkle
with their former vivacity, and fixing them
on him with dn air of ineffable fatisfaction,
fhe {aid, ¢ Oh, thatis good news indeed.”* And
fhe repeated it as fuch to a perfon who came
{foon after into the room, and faid with lively
emotions of joy, ¢ The Doctor tells me I fhall
fray here but a few hours more.” In the after-
noon fhe noticed and counted the clock, I be-
lieve, eyvery time 1t ftruck, and when it ftruck

{feven,
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feven, fhe {aid, *“Another hour and then” —But
it pleafed the Lord to fpare her to us another day.

SHE fuffered much in the courfe of Wednef-
day night, but was quite reftgned and patient.
Our kind {ervants, who from their love to her,
and to us, watched her night and day, with a
foliciutde and tendernefs which wealth is too
poor to purchafe, were the only witnefles of
the affetionate and grateful manner, in which
the repeatedly thanked them for their Services
and arttenition to her. Though fuch an acknow-
ledgement was no mote than their due, yet
coming from herfelf, and at fuch a time, they
highly valued it. She added her earneft pray-
ers that the Lord would reward them. To her
prayers my heart fays, Amen, May they be
comforted of the Lord in their dying hours,
as fhe was, and meet with equal kindnefs from

thofc about them !

1 waS furprifed on Thur{day morning to find
her not only alive, but in fome refpects better.
The tokens of mortification again difgppeared.
This was her laft day, and it was a memorable
day to us. When Dr. Benemor afked her how

fhewas ? fhe anfwered, ¢ Truly happy, and if
this
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this be dying, 1t 1s a pleafant thingto die.” [T'hé
very expreflion which a dear friend of mine ufed
upon her death:bed a few years ago.] Slic
{aid to me about ten o’ ‘clock, ¢¢ My dear uncig,
I would not chinge conditions with any ‘perfori
upon earth 3 Oh how gracious 1s tae Lord to
me! ‘Oh what a chancre is before me!” Shf=
was feveral times afked, if The could wifh 't
live, provided the Lotd fhould reftore” her to
perfet health, her aniwer was’; ““Nat for all
the world,” and fometimes, ‘“tivt for a thoulimd
worlds®, - Do not weep for nie, - mj} dear aunt;
but rathier rejoice -and praife on- my accoﬂnt.
I fhall now have the advantage of dear Mifs
Patty Barham (for whom fhe bad & 'fzi"ﬁry-~ fend: 7
affcction, and who bas been long in a Zcz;{gmﬁz;:{g

flate) for 1 fhall g0 before her.”” We afked
' her 1f the would chufe a text for her own fuherit

fermon ? She readily mentioned, ¢ Whom the
Lord lovetlr he chafteneth.-. That, faid the, has
been my experience, my afEMhons have been
many, but not onetoomany ; nor has the crreateﬂ
of them been too great, 1 praife him for theni
all.” But after a paufe fhe faid, *Sey, 1

P " thinlk

~ T'm Hifftime fhe wasafked tlm qucﬂ'iom {hc faid: (‘191
havé been finceinformed); 4] defire to have no choice.”



[ 34 ]

think there is another text, which may do
better ; let 1t be BIcﬁ'ed are the dead, that die
in the_ Lord That is my €Xperience. now.”
$he likewife chofe a hymn to be fung after. the
fermon. Olnez hymns, book 1L hymn 72,. .

BUT I muft check myfelf and fet down bur 2
{mall partc of the gracious words whichthe Lord
enabled her to fpeak in the courfe of the da)r,
;houah (he was frequgntly m!:crrupted by palns
and agonies. She had fomething to fay either
in the way of admonitian. or confolanon as fhe
thoucrht moft fultable, to every Qne whom fhe
faw Ta her moft mnl’cant attendant the fald
ce Be fure you continue to call upon the Lord,
and if you thmk he docs not hear you now, he
will at"laft, as he has heard me. She {poke a
great deaj to an iatimate friend, who was mth

her evcry day, whlph I hope fhe wﬂl long re-
member, as the tefhgu)ny of hcr dymg Eliza,
Amongft other things, fhe fald, « See how com-
far'ablc the Lqrd car make a.dymg bed . Do you
you_ corne CO dle*?ﬂ’i Ee;nv qnfwerfd ¢ Ihope fo,‘
- my dear,,” She replted ¢ But do you earneftly
and with all your heart pray to.the Lord for

i ? I,f)you i_‘cck hlm, voy fhall fur_elv ﬁnd hlm.”
.. She

Ty~
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She then prayed affe&tionately and fervently for
her ftriend, afterwards for her coufin, and then
for anotliér of eur family” who was prefcnt.
Her prayer was' not ‘long; bt her eve: 3 word
was weighty; and hiet marnek vefy aﬁ'e&mg-—-
the purport was, that they might all be taught,
and comforted by the Liord. About five in the

ﬁ'—ﬁ‘r

afternoon fhe defired e to pray thh her once

more, Sutely I then prayed from my heatt.
When I had ‘finithed fhe'faid, Amen., 1 faid,
«« My dear child have T expfeﬁ'ed y{)ur mcan-
ing?” fhe anfwered, © Of yest” ‘and’ then
‘added, 1 am reddy to. fay, VV hy dre his; gh:.-}-a

fiot wheels ‘fo losig irf cammg ? But I hope he

will enable me to waﬁ: fiis Hour with | pauen_ce{ -
'Thefc were the laft worcl'E I heard her fpeak

 Mgs. NewTon’s heart wis: mucil perhaps
too much, -attached to this dcar cluld whlch

--u-*.l

is not to be wondered ‘at; confidering what 2
child the was, and how long and how much 1he
Had™ fuffered.”” But the‘'Lord gracmuﬂy ‘T“p-
ported her in this trying ﬁaafon. Tridéed therc
was much more taufefot joy than for orief ; ; yee
«ctie ‘pain of feparation will be felt. Ehza"\well
“Knew her feelings, and = concetn for T\er, was,
I “believe thie laft-snxicty that fenfained with
' | D 2 her,
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ber.  She.faid to.-thofe about: her, “Try t6

8

perluade my aunt to leave the room, I think
I_thall ﬁ:nn a0 £o0. ﬂeep, I'thall nog remain with
you ttll the morning.”” Her aunt, however,
was the laft perfon who heard. her. fpeak and
was, ﬂmncr by her bed When Ihe went away.

A ]1tt]e palt. I_ix, hearing. that. a relatlon wha

L N

denrlv ]‘Qved her, and. was beloved. by her, apd
Who had come da'llv irom. Weﬁmmﬂ'er to {ee
her w3s below {ftairs, fhe faid;. ““Raife me, up,

L I -ﬂ‘-ﬂ' "'-

t'hat I may, {peak f0. him opce:more.” Fer

SR T Fut e

aunt fald ¢ My, derax:, you are nearly exhaufted,
I{thlnk you had -better nn»): attempt; 1™ - She

f ‘ 1ed :ind fa;d, ¢ T ; 15 very, well, - 1 vyl pot,

o mrr“ t
i . & L _;___ ""il.li P

Sbe was then wn:hm ha]f an hour. of her tr&nil

--------
].1-».---* =

had o fifed her w1th benevolence, that ﬂ]e was
ready to exert herfelf to her laft brf:athi In hepes

ﬂ-(‘."‘h . h“ 't

of “fay1 lntr fo;;nethmg that; *mlch}; .be _uqunl, to,

L2
others af' ter ﬁle....was crone.[
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the garden, ,arrdr ea_rneﬁly engaged 10, prayer.

-----

fér helj,l whena férvant c;ar-nc to.me and {aid,.

T' -rr*\ “1"""'

<t She 1s ‘goney” O Lord how great 1s., thy,

al o kI SRS -1

power‘mhow oreat is thy crnednefa A few ddys:

'c‘ . {11‘?*”' bl B N0 U

bemge,gn__a_d_ It been prafhcaolc and Jawful_ what;
. would

-n * e
] -‘ - ‘



would...I not-have given to procure her’ fe-
covery ¢. yet feldem in my life have I knowsn a

more- heart-felt joy, than. when thele words,
She is gone, .founded In my ears. . I ran up ftairs;
and our whole litclefamily werefoon around ber
bed. Thbugh her aunt and apother perfon
were fitting with their eyes fixed upon her, fhe
was_gone, perhaps; a few minutes; before the
was miffed. She lay upon her left fide; with-her
check gently reclmmg upon her hand, as 1f
in a {weet: ﬂeep And I'-—Ehﬁuﬁh-t there was a
{mile upon her countenance. Never fuirely ‘did
death appear in_a more beautiful, inviting:
form! Wk fell'upon our kneés; afid T’ returned
(I think I may {ay) my moﬂ: unfmgned thanks
to our ‘Ged" ahd” SaVIOI}f‘ fOr ‘His abundam;
goodnefs to’ Fer, Crowned iR this laft 1n{’fance
by .giving herfo. gentle 2 difiiffion. Yes, I'am
fatisfied. I am comforted. Andif one of thie
many involuntary tears I have fhed, could have
recalled her'to fife, to health; teran aﬂ’emblage
of all that this World- could:“contribute td hér
happmel‘v T would ha‘ve Laboured hard to fup;
prefs ¢, - wa m‘y largéft dtffif"es for her are
&Ccomphﬂ}ed Tﬁe days’of hér mourmng are
epdeds :She”is landed on “that ﬁeacefﬂl ﬂldfé

where the ftérms of troublé néver blow: She

1S



[ 38 3
1§ forevet out of the reach of iorrow, ﬁ'ﬁ'é
temptation and fnares. Now fhe is before
the throne! She fees him whom not having
feen the loved; - fhe drinks of the rivers of
pleafure which are at his-right kand; and ihall

thirft no mere.

'SHE was bm‘n at St. Margaret’s, Rocheﬁerg
Feb. 6, 1771.

 Her parents fettled at Anftruther in Fife,
in 1773

~ Suz returned to us, March 15; 178 g

‘Sue breathed her fpirit inte her Redeemer’s
hands a little before feven in the evening -on
o&. 6, 1785, agcd fourteen years and cight
months. -

I smare be glad if this little narrative may
prove an encouragement to my friends who
have children. May we not conceive the

1ord faymg to us, as Pharaoh’s daughter faid
to the mOther of Mofes, * Take this child,

and bnng it up for me, and 1 will pay thep
thY wages 2 ‘How folemn - the truft! how imi-.
portant
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portant and difficult the difcharge of 1t! but
how rich ‘the reward if our endeavours are
crewned with fuu:efs‘ And wé have every
thing to hope from his power and goodnefs,
if, in.dependance upon his blefling, we can fully
and diligently aim at fulfilling his will. Happy
they, who will fay at the lalt day, ¢ Behoild
here am I, and the chlldrcn Wthh thon haft

given me.”

Tug, Children of my friends will likewife feg
my narrative, May it convince them that i 1t JE
practicable, and good, to feek the Lord betimes!
My dear Eliza’s ftate of languor prevented her
from aflociating with young people of her own
age, {o frequently and freely as {he might other-
wife have done. But thefe papers will come into
the hands of fome fuch, whom. fhe knew, and
whom fhe loved. To them, [ particularly com-
mend and dedicate this relation. O my dear
young friends, had you feen with what dignity
of {pirit the filled up the laft fcene of her life,
you muft have been affeCted by 1t' Let not
the livelinefs of your fpirits, and the gaiety. of
the, profpect . around you, prevent you from
' .gonfidering, that to you likewife days will cer-
tsinly come (vnlefs you are fuddenly fnarched

‘ out
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out of life) when you will fay and feel, that
the world, and all in 1t, can afford you no
pleafure. But there is a Saviour, and a mighty
One, always near, always gracious to thofe
who feek him. May you, like her, be en-
abled to chufe him, as the Guide of your youth,
and-the Lord of your hearts. Then, like her,
vou will find fupport and comiort under afflic-
tion, wildom to dire€t your condudt, a good
| hoPe in death, and by death 3 happ} tranfla-
tion to everlafting life.

| W

" I mavronly to add my prayers that a bleffing |
from on high may defcend upon the perfons
and families of all my friends, and upon all
into whofe hands this paper may pmvrdcntzally
(;OI!?.E.

JOHN NEWTON,

Clarkes™s:Squore,  Hoxton,
- 0. 13, 1v785:
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