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ADVERTISEMENT.

INO other apology 1s offered for this pub-

lication, than the importance of the fubject.

Nor is it an exa& copy of what was de-
livered from the pulpit. Had the Preacher

previoufly defigned to print his Sermon, he
would have written it, But the method, and
leading fentiments in both, are the fame, A
few periods have probably efcaped recolleétion,

and {fome of the topics may be a little more
amplified.

It was not till after the thank{giving-day,
that the Preacher confidering him{elf as ftand-

ing upon the verge of an eternal ftate, thought
it might not be improper to avail himfelf of
L the
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the occafion, to attempt at leaft, in 2 morc
public manner, to roufe the carelefs to a feri-
ous confideration of the awful ftate of the
times ; and to offer fome hints for the con-
folarion and encouragement of thofe whofe

eyes affect their hearts?, and who are con-
tinually {upplicating mercy for themfelves and

their fellow finners.

May our Great God and Saviour, make
every reader of this feeble teftimony, wife

unto {alvation! Amen.

JOHN NEWTON.

Coleman-ftreet Buildings,
Jan. 8, 1708, -

s Lam. iil. 51,

A SER-



A SERMON, &ec.

Hosea xi. 8, 9.

How fhail I give thee up, Epbraim? How fball
[ deliver thee, Ifraei? How fball I make thee
as Admah? Hew [hall T fet thee as Zeboim ¢
My heart is turned within me, my repentings
are kindled tozether.

1 will not execute the fiercenefs of mine anger, I
wil] not return to defiroy Epbraim; for 1 am
God and not man, the Holy One in the midft
of thee.

e |

Tae mott High God, in the revelation of
his will to men, adapts his language to the
‘weaknefs of our conceptions. Heavenly truths
are reprefented by * 1mages taken from earthly
things. The metaphors of eyes and hands
are ufed 1n the {cripiures, to raife our thoughts
to fome due apprehenfion of his infinite
knowledge, his omniprefence and his al-
mighty power®. He is likewife fpoken of, as
deliberating, repenting, rejoicing, and griev-

a John iii. 12, b 1 Pet. iii. 12, Pf, Ixxxix, 13.

B ing.
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ing. Yet we are fure that paffions hike thofe
of which we are confcious in ourfelves, can-
not 1n {tiict propriety be alcribed to the holy
and bleffcd Ged. No attentive and ferious
mind can be mifled by this figurative analogy.
We learn from the faume feriptures of truth,
that God is fovereign, that® with Him there

1s no variablenefs, nor fhadow of turning,
that his counfel fhall ftand, and he will do all
his pleafure, and that all his works are per-
fectly known to him, from the beginning of
the world. 'The more familiar modes of ex-
preffion are defigned to teach us, not what
he 1s in himfelf, but how it becomes us finful
creatures, to be affeGted towards him.

Thus though the purpofe of God concern.
ing Ifrael was fixed and unalterable, yet to
imprefsus with a fenfe of his inflexible dif-
pleafure againft fin, and at the fame time to
leave open a door of hope and encouragement
for penitent finners, we read of a debate, as
it were, between his juftice and his mercy.
Juftice demanded that Ifracl thould be given
up, delivered up to vengeance, to fuch a de-
ftruction as that by which God overthrew the
cities in the plain of Jericho, Sodom and Go-
morrah, * Admah and Zeboim. But mercy
~ interpofed, pleaded for a refpite, and prevail-

3 Jamesi, 17, Ifa. xlvi, 10, A&sxv. 18, b Deut, xxix. 23.
ed,
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ed, O Ephraim, O Ifrael, juftice calls aloud
for vengeance, but how fhall I, how can I
give thee up? No, I cannot, I will not, my
heart 1s turned within me, my repentings are
kindled.

Two reafons are affigned, in this pathetic
expoftulation, why he would fhll exercife
long-fuffering towards thofe who fo juftly de-
ferved to perifh. 1. Tam God and not man;
the patience of man, or of any mere creature,
would bave been overcome long ago, by the
perverfenefs of Ifracl; but he who made
them, and he only, was able to bear with
them fhll, 2.1 am the Holy One in the
midft of thee. In that dark and degenerate
day, when the bulk of the nation was in a
{tate of revolt and rebellion, there were 2
hidden remnant who feared and worfhipped
the Lord, and who mourned ? for the abomi-
nations which they could not prevent. Of
thefe the Lord was mindful, and for the fake

of thefe, deferved judgments were fufpended
from falling upon the reft.

The people of Ifracl were for a time, in a
flate of hard bondage, and were {everely op-
prefled, 1n Egypt. ‘The Lord brought them

out from thence with a mighty hand, and a
ftretched out arm. He afterwards drowned

2 Ezek, ix. 4. 6.
B2 Pharach
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Pharaoh and his hoft in the Red Sea. But
he led Ifrael fafely through the deep as upon
dry land. In the barren wildernefs he fed
them with manna, and brought them water
~out of the rock. [n the pazhlefs wildernefs he
guided them, bya cloud in the day, and by a
fire in the night. He fought their battles, {ub-
dued their enemics, and put them in pofief-
fion of the land he had promiled to their
forefathers. 'They were a people whom the
Moft High felected for himfelf, as his peculiar
treafure >. He was their'God and their king.
They were the only people who were, at that
time, favoured with the knowledge of the
true God, and how to worfhip him accept-
ably. IHe gave them his laws and ordinan-
ces.  He refided among them, and honoured
them with a vifible token of his prefence in

the tabernacle, and afterwards in the témple.
They were likewife under an efpecial care of
his providence. The fruitfulnefs of their
land, did not depend upon the chimate, but

the early and the latter rain, returned regu-
tarly at the ftated feafons, by his appoint-

ment. And when 1n obedience to his com-

mands, all their males from the moft diftant
parts, went up three times in a year to Jeru-

falem, and left their borders deftitute of

4 P[, cxxxv, 4.
human
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human defence ; God fo imprefled the fur-
rounding nations * with awe, that though
hoftile in their dilpofitions, they never
availed themfelves of that feemingly favour-
able opportunity for ‘invading them. Under
the reign of Solomon, they enjoyed peace,
plenty, profperity, and wealth, 1n a degree,
till then, unknown among the nations of
the earth.

‘What returns did Iirael make to the Lord
for all thefe bencfits ¢ The hiftory of their
conduc is littdle more than the recital of a
‘long feries of ungrateful murmurings, dif-
obedience, and rebellion.  They refifted his
will, broke his commandments, mingled with
the heathens, and learned their ways. They
repeatedly forfook the Iord God of their fa-
thers, worfhipped dumb 1dols, and pradifed
all the abominatiens of the nations which the
Lord had cat out before them. Their fins
often brought calamities upon them, The
Lord gave them up into the hands of their
enemies ; they {uffered by the {word, by pefti-
lence, and by famine. When he {lew them,
then they fought bim®; and when they
fought him, he was entreated of them. He
delivered them out of their atfli¢tions. But
they foon forgot his goodnefs, and returned

2 Exod, xxxiv, 24, ®Pf, Ixxviii. 34.

B 1 to
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to their evil ways. He fent many of his fer
vants .in f{ucceflion, to admonith and warn

them ; but they defpifed his words, they
mocked his meflengers, and mifufed his pro-
phets 2,

Can we wonder, if juftice demanded the
utter extirpation and ruin of a people {o highly
favoured, fo well inftru&ed, {o often chaftifed,
and delivered, and yet {fo incorrigibly ungrate-
ful, daring, and obftinate! Is 1t not rather
wonderful to hear the Lord exprefling a reluc-
tance to execute the fentence {o juitly deferved,
and faying of fuch a people, How fhall I give
thee up?

But can we read the hiftory of Ifrael, with-
out remarking how ftrongly it refembles our
own ! Have we not been equally diftinguifhed
from the nations around us, by {piritual and
temporal blefflings, and by our grofs mif-
improvement of them? We are aflembled
this day to join in public thank{givings for
public mercies, but we have great caufe for pub-
li¢ humiliation likewife. We have much reafon
to rejoice in the goodnefs of the Lord, but we
have reafon to temper our joy with trembling,
when we compare the ftate of things around
us, with that of Ephraim and Judah in the
+ days of the prophet Hofea ®?

2 2 Chron, xxxvi. 16, P Pf ii, 11,

While
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While too many perfons lofe their time and
temper in political and party difputes, and
refer all the calamities we either feel or fear,
to inftruments and fecond caufes; let us ac-
knowledge that the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth® ! Let us confider fin as the procuring
caufe of all our troubles. Let us recognize his
hand in them, and confefs that in all the
diftrefs he has brought upon us, he has not
dealt with us as our iniquities deferve! May
our hearts be {uitably affeéled, while I at-
tempt a brief fketch of the abounding evils and
abomiaations, prevalent amongft us, which
might juftly provoke the Lord, to f{weep
this land, fo long the land of peace and liberty,

with the befom of deftruétion; and then we
fhall be prepared to praife him for thofe merci-
ful and fignal interpofitions of his providence,
which aftord us fome ground to hope,that not-
withftanding all our provocations, he will not
yet glve us up.

1. Offences of the fame kind, may be
heightensd and aggravated by circumftances.
Thus an 1nfult offered to a berefador, a
parent, or a king, 1s deemed more grievous
thanyf the perfon offended was in all refpects
an equal. In this fenfe, I fear the fins of Great
Britain, are of a deeper dye, than thofe of

a Rev, xix. 6.

B4 any
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any nation I1n Europe; becaufe they are com-
mitted againft greater advantages and privi-
leges, than any other people have enjoyed.
May not the Lord appeal to ourlelves, as to
Ifrael of old, What could have been done
more to my vineyard?, that I have not done?
After the black night of popifh darknefs in
which Chriftendom had been for ages 1n-
volved, Wickliff, the morning ftar and harbin-
ger of the Reformation, arofe in our borders,
From his time, we have been favoured with a
fucceflion of preachers of the Gofpel, and of
witnefles to its truth and power. Not a few
of thefe fealed their profeflion with their
blood; and a much greater number {fuffered
in the {ume caufe, by fines, firipes, banifh-
ment, and imprifonment. But fince the Re-
volution, and efpecially fince the acceflion of
King George the Firft to the throne, the {pirit
of perfecution has been greatly reprefled and
chained up, 'We are not now called to refift
unto blood. Nor is there any Proteftant coun-
try, where religious liberty 1s fo univerially
enjoyed, and with fo little reftraint, as in the
dominions of Great Britain.

O fortunati mmium, fua {1 bona nerint !

Our conftitution, the bafis and bulwark of
our ctvil liberty, 1s the admiration or envy of

s Ifa, v. 4
our
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cur furrounding neighbours. It coft our
forefathers many ftruggles, to bring forward
and eftablith this natonal blefling ; but we
have enjoyed it {v long, and {o quietly, that
we feem almeft to forget us value, how
it was obtained, or how only 1t can be pre-
ferved! Wo be to us, if God fhould {ucceed
the defires and endeavours of thofe who are
difpofed to exchange 1t for licentioufnefs!
Add to this our public prolperity—while we
have been principals in many wars, which
have fpread devaftation and mifery far and
wide abroad, we have had uninterrupted peace
at home ; and know f{o little of the calamities
of war, that were 1t not for the increafe of
taxes, 1t i1s probable we fhould not be foon
weary of hearing of battles, and the {laughter
of thoufands, provided viGtory declared on our
fide, Our arms and our commerce have, al-
moft like the occan, encompaffed the habita-
ble globe, and we are become the grand mart
and emporium of the earth.

Buat what have been our returns to the Lord
for all his goodnef(s! May he not fay of us,
as of Ifracl, I have nourifhed and brought
up children, and they have rebell.d againft
me? [ attempt not to explain the unfulfilled
prophecies in the Apocalypfe, but the firft,
fccond, and third chapters of the Prophecy of

a Ifa, 1, 2.

Ifaiah,
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Ifaiah, are fo obvioufly applicable to the pre-
{ent ftate of thefe kingdoms, that we need look

no further to perceive both our fin and our
dancer. May the Lord foften our hearts for
our own fins, the fins of profeflors of the
oofpel, and thofe national fins, which itrongly
mark our charalter as a people !

The true Chriftian {ees much caufe of hu-
mihation 1 himfelf. Though he cannot but
take forrowful notice of what pafles around him,
he 1s more ready to {crutinize and blame

his own mifcondud@®, than that of other men.
He confeffes that his Jef is aefective and de-
filed. Though he excrcifes himfelf to main-
tain a conicience void of offence, and dares
appeal to the Lord for the fincerity of his
aims, he owns that in every thing he comes
{hort. His oblizations to the Redeemer are
immenfe, and his fenfations of gratitude, and
exertions in {ervice, are vaftly difproportionate
to them, Yet having accepted the atonement,
and refting his hope of falvation upon Jefus,
though his imperfettions humble him, they
do not difcourage him. But he acknowledges,
that if juftice were (tri® to mark what 1s
amifs, his own fins are v many and {o great,
that he could have no right to complain,
though he had a large fhare of the heavieft
calamities incident to this mortal life. They

O who
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who are thus minded are the charlots and
horfemen of the land 1n which they live,
They figh and mourn for their own fins, and
tie cvils which they cannot prevent. They
have little thanks from the blind, carelefs,
ungodly many around them. They are rather
{corned and defpifed for their {ingularity, and
unfafhionable precifenels ; but if this nation
be fpared from deftruétion, it will be for their
{fakes, and for the attention with which God
regards their prayers. If we had no fuch per-
{fons amongft us, our fleets and armies would
prove but a poor and precarious defence. But
I truft their number 1s not {mall. They
are difperfed up and down, throughout the
kingdom, and are the falt of the earth, which
preferves us from total putrefadlion.

2. By.profeflors, we mean, thofe who affent
to the leading doctrines of the gofpel, and
ufually attend where it 1s preached. I know
this diftinétion is deemed 1nvidious. We are
fometimes alked—Why do you appropriate
the term gofpel to yourfelves? Do not all
miniflers preach the gofpel? Moft certainly
not. The doftrines from many pulpits are
contrary, yea contradiftory. They cannot
be all right. Yea the doftrines from too
many pulpits in cur eftablifhed church con-

tradict the articles and the liturgy, which the
preachers
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preachers have {olemnly fubfenbed. The
articles and liturgy bear exprefs teftimony to
the unwverfal and total depravity of human
nature, the deity and atonement of the Sa-

viour, the necefiity of regeneration, a new
birth and a new life, of fan&ification, and of
the abiding influence of the holy Spirit of
God to awaken {inners, to produce faith, and
to inftruct, comfort, and eftablifh thofe who
believe.  Thele points are effential to the
{cheme of the gofpel, as it 1s fet before us
by the evangelifts and apoftles. They who
efpoufe them are called profeflors—a title
which includes all thofe whom I have already
mentioned, but 1s ¢xtended to many more, or
at leaft 1s affumed by them. Happy indeed
would 1t be, if all who {eem to agree in
principles, were united 1n love among them-
felves, and exhibited in the fight of men, in
their tempers, practice, and purfuits, a con.-
veriation becoming the gofpel they profels.
But in the days of the apoftles there were
thole, who while they profclied to believe in
God; depted him by their works, who were
encmies to the crofs of Chrift?, and caufed
the good way to be evil {poken of. We la-
ment, more than wonder, that it fhould be
fo now. For human nature is the fame in all

* Phil. i, 19, Titus 1. 16,
ages.
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ages. And even among thofe of whom we
hope better—Contentions, divifions, the heat
of party zeal, the coldnefs of brotherly love,
and a blameable conformity to the fpirit and

cuftoms of the world, are but too vifible.
The fins of profeflors alone, 1f duly confider-

ed, micht make us apprchenfive that judg-
ment Is even at the doors.

7. There are likewife fins {o generally pre-
valent, fo familiar and habitual in every rank
of life, that they may properly be called na-
tional. Becaufe, either by their nature, ot
their frequency, they mark and diftinguifh
our public morals: to enumerate thefe, would
be a painful and arduous tafk ; but my fub-
je& requires me to notice fomne of the moft
preminent and notorious,

1. Infidelity. Though the {ophiftry and
machinations of the rhilofophers 1n France,
and of thefe who ftyle themfelves the Tllumi-
nati in Germany, have more or lefs infected
the wh.le of Chriftendom, with their fcepti-
cal and dangerous fentiments, {o that we hold
them in common with many other nations;
and thouch we have not, hike the unhappy
I'rench, openly and avowedly renounced the
government of God ; yet I fear that the worft
kind of infidelity (which 1s fhill rapidly
{preading through the lind) 1s already be-

come
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come one of our national fins. Formerly moft
of our free-thinkers, affumed the more modeft
name of deifts.; and though they rejelted the
{criptures, they profcfled a regard to what
they called natural religion ; they wrote like-
wife chiefly for men like themfelves, of a
fpeculative and inquifitive turn, and did - not
appear much concerned to profelyte the com-
mon people : they feemed to allow that the
principles of chriftianity, though not necef-
fary to perfons of their fagacity, might be
ufeful to preferve the peace and order of fo-
ciety, and to keep the vulgar within fome
bounds of good government and {ubordina-
tion. I have myfelf known thofe, who upon
this ground regularly, or at leaft frequently,
attended public worfhip, not that they defired
or expeted any benefit from 1t, but to fet a
good example to theiwr wves, children, and
fervants, whom they thought either not com-
petent to underftand their more fublime dif-
coverles, or not fit to be intrulted with them,
Thele champions likewife went forth fingly
to the combat ; but now thereis a {trong com-
palted confederacy againft @/l religion, both
name and thing, Neither the mortal, nor the
immortal deifts are much thought of at pre-
{ent. Philofophers have pufhed their in-

quirtes far beyond the narrow views of the
deifts,
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deifts, and proclaim themfelves to be atheifts.
They tell us that either there is no God, or
that hie does not take cognizance of human
affairs. To relieve the confciences of men,
from thofe foreboding fears of a future judg-
ment, which are not eafily f{eparable from
guilt, they boldly afhirm death to be an eter-
nal fleep. Though thefe and fimilar dreadful
tenets, have not obtained the publicity and
authority with wus, which they have in
France, they have fpread like a contagion
through the kingdom. Multitudes in every
degree of life, from the noble to the peafant,
have adopted them.

Not that I afcribe the progrefs of in-
fidelity chicfly to Thomas Paine, or to
writers of a f{upertor clals 1 the fame
line; but they have brought it more into
view. Long before the modern philofophers
were born, the fool hath faid in his heart,
There is no God*. Infidelity is congenial to
human nature. ‘Infidel writings, like the
touch of Ithurel’s {pear, have difclofed what,
for a time, was hidden or difguifed : the
fpirits of many were prepared, They were
infidels before, though for want of attention
they fcarcely knew it, or for want of boldnefs,
were afraid to own it. The effects are evident.

a Pf, av. 1.

With
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With many people of fathion, infidelity 1s
fathionable. Their dependants and fervants
imbibe their fentiments, and fo far as their
ability reaches, imitate their praftice. Everv
clafs of fociety downwards, tradefmen, por-
ters, labourers, dnd hLoftleis, dre no lefs
pleafed with th'nking dnd ading without
controul, than their fuperiors. Thus the
bonds of fociety are wedkened, vice, idlenefs,
impatience, murmiring, and infubordination
are {een, wherever we turn our eyes, When
will thefe things end? When nien agree to
c¢aft off the fear of God, they will fcldom
long accord in any thing elfe. Man in his
natural ftate is a wild creature, but while his
confcience is not quite hardened, while he ac-
kndwledges a God, and expelts a future ftate
and a day of judgment, though he commits
many evils, he is reftrained from committing
many more, and greater, to which his cor-
rupt propenfities would otherwife iucline
him, and from which he would not be de-
terred by mere human laws and penalties.
Such a finner may be compared to a lion in

the Tower; but an infidel 15 a lion in the
ftreet.

2. The great neglett of the obligations of
religion, amongft thofe who have not expli-
citly caft off all regard to it, is a national fin.

8 If
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If a ftranger from {ome remote part of the
world, who underftood our language, was to
{fee and hear all that paffes at a contefted elec-
tion, at our cockpits, gaming-houlfes, race-
orounds, boxing-matches, and many other
promifcuous aflemblics, what judgment could
he form of our religion? Or could he readily
believe that we had any? And yet we could
not tell him that they were all infidels.
Many who live in the habitual negle&t or
breach of the precepts of {cripture, would ftill
be thought Chriftians; though they have
little, but the avowal of the name, to diftin-
guifh them from the moft defermined infidels.
And 1t 1s to be feared, that fuch Chriftians
conflitute a very great majority of the people

of England.
7. The contempt of the gofpel of Chrift,

will I fear be found a national fin, with the
exception of the comparatively few who cor-
dially embrace it. I have already explained
in what fenfe I underftand the word Gofpel.
When the doétrines of our eftablithed church,
which 1n the main are conformable to the
confeflions and ftandards of all the Proteftant
churches 1n Euarope, are faithfully preached ;
and efpecially when firlt introduced into a
parith, they ufually caufea general alurm, they
- excite a general oppofition. This gofpel is
fhunned and dreaded like a peflilence, and the

C {trongel:
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ftrongeft exertions are made, to prevent its
entrance, or to expel it, if poflible. The
minifters who preach it faithfully are ftigma-
tized and mificprefented. We learn from
Suetonius, Tacitus, and Pliny, that the name
of Chriflian was once f{o extremely odious,
that whoever dared to own 1t, was {ufpelted
as capable or guilty of the worft crimes,
though no proof could be brought of his
having committed any. The word methodift,
has a degree of the like effect in our day. It
1s not now, as when firlt impofed, the name
of a particular fe& or body of people, but is
applied to all who preach and approve the
do&rines of the gofpel, if they are not diffent-
ers. And 1t operates with a kind of magical
force ; the very found of the word is fufficient
to fill the minds of many people with preju-
dices againit the truth. . Neither learning,
piety, an exemplary condudt, nor a regular
compliance with the rules of the rubric, can
always, or often, fecure a minifter from con-
tempt, if the giddy werld think proper to
call him a wmethedift. The people prefer
thofe who will prophefy {fmooth things® And
in moft places they have their wifh. Can-
dour 1tfelf cannot deny that there are in many
parifhes of this kingdom, official fhepherds
who have neither will nor fkill, to teach or
watch over their flocks; and multitudes of

2 Ifa, xxx. 10,

peopls,
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ocople, who for want of proper inftruion,
have little more knowledge, of chriftianity
than the Indians in America. Some of us
have reafon to be thankful to God, and to
our {upertors in church and ftate, that we are
not difcountenanced or molefted in the exer-
cife of our miniftry. But our path is not the
ordinary road to approbation or preferment.
There are not many evangelical clergymen
who  have benefices, and thefe have been
chiefly beftowed by private patronage®.

4. Becaufe of {fwearing the land mourneth ®.
This generally prevailing enormity, has two
branches—Firft, cuftomary profane {wearing,
blafphemy, and execration, in common dif-
courfe. We can {eldom walk the length of a
ftrect, without having our ears pained and
our hearts wounded, by the bitter impreca-
tions which thoughtlefs creatures utter againft
themfelves, or each otiier, It might be ex-
pected that this horiid wickednefs would be
confined to the loweft and moft abandoned of

a Upon the death of the late Mr. Romaine, Re&or of
St. Andrew Wardrobe, and St. Ann’s, Blackfriars, the
inhabitants united i1 a pctition to the Lord Chancellor, in
favour of his Curate, whom they wifhed to fucceed him in
the living. And the Lord Chancellor was pleafed to grant
their requeft. I mention this exception with pleafure ; be-
caufe I think it is much to the honour both of his lordihip,
and of the parifthioners.

b Jer, xxiii, 10,

C2 the
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the common people. But it 1s far otherwife,
Gentlemen and noblemen, make a point of
diftinguifhing themfclves from the vulgar, by
their houfes, their drefs, their tables, and
their equipage; but many of them in their
anguage, take a ftrange pleafure 1n degrad-
ing themfelves to a level with the vileft of
the {pectes; fo that were 1t not for their
exterior, we might be led to think that they
had fpent their whole lives among ftable-
grooms and poftillions. And thus by therr
own proficiency and example, they Larden
and confirm in their wickednefs, thofe whom
they imitate. .

The infult offered to the majefty and holi-
ne(s of God by common {wearing, contributes
greatly to take off a fenfe of the hemnous fin
of perjury, or falfe {wearing; an appeal to
the God of truth in confirmation of a lie.
This is the other branch of that {wearing for
which the land ought to mourn, and, {ooner
or later, muft mourn. Perjury is emphati-
cally one of our national fins. ¢ The mul-
tiplicity of oaths, which dic 1nterwoven
into almoit every branch of public bufinefs,
involves thoufands in the habitual guilt of
perjury. Many of them, it 1s true, do not
“neceffarily lead to fin, becaufe honeft and
confcientious men, may and do, {trictly
obferve them; but 1t is to be feared, a

greater number deliberately and cuftomarily
vi violate
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violate thefe folemn obligations, and take
them as often as impofed, without hefita-
tion, and without any defire of complying
with them, Not a few of thefe oaths are
cither fo worded or fo circumftanced, that
1t 1s morally 1mpoflible to fulfil them;
and if a perfon was even to attempt it, he
would be thought a bufy body or a fool;
yet they muft bz tendered, and muft be
taken as a matter of form, when nothing
more 1s expefted or purpofed on eithet
fide. ‘The number of churchwardens and

conftables, who are annually {worn, is very
great, and as thefe offices are chiefly held
by rotation, in the courfe of a few years
they take in a confiderable part of the mid-
dling people in the kingdom. How many,
or how few of them, a&t up to the letter
and the {pirit of the oaths they have taken,
will be known in the day when the fecrets
of all hearts fhall be revealeds But it Is
now evident, that while many like fheep,
tread without thought in the path of cuf-
tom, content to for{fwear themfelves, be-
caufe others have done fo before them; and
fome are hardy enough to trifle with God
and man for profit, the laws which enjoin
and multiply oaths, do thereby furnith
and multiply temptations to. the fin of per-

Jury, 'The frequency of oaths, the irreve-
C 3 rend
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rend manner 1 which they are often ad-
miniftered, and the impunity with which
they are broken, have greatly contributed
to weaken the fenfe of every moral obliga-
tion, and to fpread a diffolute and daring
{pirit, throughout the land.”

5. Oppreflion 1s a national fin, if the griev-
ance be publicly known, and no conftitutional
meafures adopted for prevention or relicf,
Charges of this nature, have been brought
againft the exercife of our power, both 1n
the eaft, and in the weft. I pretend not to
fay how far they were founded in truth, or
exaggerated. I confine myfelf to a fingle in-
ftance, of which my own knowledge war-
rants me to {peak. I have more than once,
confefled with thame 1n this pulpzt, the con-
cern I too long had in the African flave trade.
This trade, marked as 1t 15, with the epithet
INFAMOUS, by a vote of the Houfe of Com-
mons, 1§ {till carried on, and under the fanc-
tion of the legiflature, Though the repeated
attempts to procure thc abolition of this
trade have not fucceeded, they have doubtlefs
contributed to meliorate the condition of the
blacks, who are in a ftate of flavery in our
Weft-India iflands. The mode of their
tranfportation thither from the African coaft,
feems to be lefs tormenting and fatal than
formerly. How far this trade may have been

3 affected
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affefted by the prefent war I know not.
When 1 was engaged in it, we generally {up-
pofed, for an accurate calculation was not
practicable, that ther. were not lefs than a
hundred thoafand perfons, men, women, and
children, brought cir the coaft, by the Eu-
ropean veflels of all nations; and that an
equal number loft their lives annually, by the
wars and other calamities occafioned by the
traffic, either on fhore, without reaching the
thip, or on fhip-board before they reached
the places of fale. It was alfo fuppofed that
more than one half, perhaps three-fifths of
the trade was in the hands of the Englifh,
If the trade 15 at prefent carried on to the
{ame extent, and nearly 1n the fame manner,
while we are delaying from year to year to
put a ftop to our part of it, the blood of
many thoufands of our helplefls, much injured
fellow creatures, is crying againft us, The
pitiable ftate of the furvivors, who are torn
from their neareft relatives, conne&ions, and
their native ‘land, muft be taken into the
account. Enough of this horrid fcene. 1
fear the African trade is a national fin, for the
enormities which accompany it are now
generally known; and though perhaps the
greater part of the nation would be pleafed if
it were {upprefled, yet as it does not immedi-
ately affect their own interef}, they are paffive.

C 4 The
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The fhop-tax a few years fince, touched them
in a motre fenfible and tender part, and there-
fore petitions and remonlirances were pre-
fented and repeated, till the tax was repealed.
Can we wonder that the calamities of the

prefent war begin to be felt at home, when
we ourfelves wilfully and deliberately 1nflick
much greater calamities upon the native
Africans, who never oftended us? That is
an awful word 3, Wo unto thee that {poileft,
and thou waft not {poiled; when thou fhalt
ceafe to {poil, thou fhalt be {poiled.

6. A proud boafting {pirit, and a vamn con-
fidence in our own firength and refources, isa
prominent part of our national characer.
Though infidelity, irreligion, contempt both
of the law and the gofpel of God, profanenefs,
perjury, and oppreflion, expofe us to his
vengeance—though the judgments of God
are abroad in the earth, and have fallen hea-
vily on a great part of Europe—and though
his hand 1s evidently lifted up againft us, yet
few will® fee and acknowledge it. Inftead of
fuch a general {pirit of humihiation as was
awakened 1n Nineveh by the preaching of
Jonah, {o well becoming our fins and our
fituation, we fhill boaft in our fleets and
armies. Efpecially the wooden walls of old
England are {poken of as impregnable, and we

& Ifa, xxxtit, 1. b lfa. xxvi. 11,

{hll
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ftill fuppole ourfelves to be fovereign lords of
the fea. Some late providential difpenfations
were well {utted to thew us, not only the fin,
but the folly of this{pirit; but the impreffion,
if any, was tranfient, 1t foon wore off. The
praife juftly due to our admirals, officers, and
{feamen, was readily offered. But unlefs the
king had called us as on this day, to unite
with him, in afcribing our fuccefs to the Lord
of Hofts, who alone giveth the vittory, even
the verbal offering of praife to God, would
have been confined to a few., And ftill we
boaft. This arrogant {pirit, and efpecially at
fuch a time as this, 1s no {mall aggravation
of all our other fins.

I could proceed to further particulars, but
my {pirits are deprefled, and I hope the hearts
of my hearers, are duly affeGted, by what I
have already faid. Is there any relief? Have
we any ground to hope that the Lord will yet
fay of fuch a nation as this, How fhall I give
thee up? I turn with plealure to this more
comfortable branch of my fubjeét.

II. Yes, though we have many caufes for
trembling, we are not without caufes for a
humble joy, and thankfulnefs.

1. I hope the occafion of our prefent af-
fembling 1s a token for good. We are met in
conf quence-of a royal proclamation, to join
in'{pirit with our king, who perhaps while 1

am
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am {peaking may be entering St. Paul’s ca-
thedral, attended by the royal family, both
houfes of parliament, and many of the no-
bility, and principal perfons of the court. He
goes to make the moft public and folemn ae-~
knowledgement of his dependance on the pro-
vidence and power of Almighty God, and to
afcribe to him to whom it moft juitly belongs,
praife and thank{giving, for the many inter-
pofitions he has favoured us with, as a people,
in this feafon of danger and diftrefs; par-
ticularly for the three fignal, critical, and
decifive victories which he gave us in {uc-
ceffion, over the French, Spani(h, and Dutch
fleets. We remember with what wurverfal
joy the king’s former appearance at St. Paul’s,
after his recovery from his illnefs, was en-
tertained by his loyal {ubjects ; and though the
introdution of French principles, and French
politics, fince that period, has not been with-
out mifchievous effe@s, we truft that the
joy upon this occafion, will, at leaft, be
general®,

a | was not miftaken in my expeCation. The order
and regularity with which the proceffion was conducted,
the peaceful behaviour of the immenfe multitude of fpec-
tators, the fcrenity and mildnefs of the weather, fo unufual

with us in the depth of winter, the almoft total exemption
from what are commonly called accidents, and the qmemefs
with. which the evening clofed, I confider colleCtively, as

warranting 2 hope, that the Lord was plealed to fmile upon
the day, and upon the defign, |

Though
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Though I cannot fuppofe that every perfon
in the proceffion, or among the many thoufund
inectators, felt tic fame {entiments of grati-
tude to God, whih induced the Kking to
appoint a day of thank{giving—vet | conhder
it as a public and naticnal adt, and 1 this

view, contrafted with the atheiftical rage and
blafphemies of the French Direftory and
Councils, who 1ofult and dety, not thefe king-
doms only, but the God whom we worthip,
1 indulge a hope, that unworthy as we are of
his mercy, the Lord will puta hook and a
bridle in the mouths of theie modern Rab-
fhakehs, and will rot give us up, as a prey
to their mercile(s rapacity and revenge.

2. When tie French formed the defign of
invading Ireland, they thought themfelves
fure of fuccefs. They probably would have
found encouragemsnt in one part of that king-
dom, 1f they could have reached it, and there-
fore they {poke like Pharaoch, who faid, I
will purfue, 1 will overtake, I will divide the
fpoil—and they were difconcerted almoft in
the fame manner. The Lord blew with his
wind, and fcattered them. Some of their
flouteft fhips, and many of their men, funk as
lead in the mighty waters®.  And the Lord
God did 1t mimsecr. We had a ftrong flcet

to watch and oppofe them, but they were not

2 Exod, xv, g, 10,
pet-



(28 )
permitted to come near, or even to fee one of
their {hips. Nor had our boafted naval force
the opportunity of firing a fingle gun in our
defence.

7. The fuppreflion of the mutiny, which
like an infectious diforder, pervaded all our
fleets, was fo fudden, {o unexpetted, and at
the time when it was rifen to {uch an alarming
height, that all refiftance feemed vain, that
it can only be afcribed to the mercy and
power of God. Then, 1f ever, was the time,
when the proud and the boafters trembled.
And while we were thus expofed and de-
tencelefs in every quarter, the providence of
God laid an embargo upon the fieets of our
enemies, {o that they could not attempt any
thing agamft us. It is further to be obferved,
that the mutiny at the Nore, which was the
moft formidable, as the fhips had the full
command of the river, fo that nothing could
-pafs or repafs to or from London; this
threatening difafter, which painted terror and
difmay in the countenance of almoft every
perfon we met in the ftreets, in the
event led to that re-eftablithment of our
marine difcipline; without which the ftrength
of our szvincible navy would have been but

like a rope of fand. Well may we fay, What
has God wrought !

4. In
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4. In the clofe of the year 1795, we felt a
fcarcity, and feared a famine. Opportuui‘ty
was prefented and greedily fe1zed by mono-
polizers to raife the corn to fuch an enormous
price, that had it not been for great and
liberal exertions, the poor in many places,
perhaps in every place, mulft have been ab{o-
lutely deftitute of bread. What muft the
confequence have been it God had vifited us
with a fcanty or a wet harveft the following
year? For our refource from foreign fup-
plies was cut off in many parts, and rendered
very precarious in the reft, by the war. But
he is a hearer of prayer. In 1796, the earth
brought forth by handfuls*.  Such an abund-
ant harveft, and fuch a remarkable fine feafon,
for gathering in the precious fruits of the
carth, have been {eldom known.

5. Our fins have involved usina calamitous
war, and though our {ufferings are not to be
compared with thofe of the countries on the
continent where the war has raged, it has
brought upon us much real diftrefs. Many
widows and orphans are bemoaning the effe@s.
The decline of fome manufatures, the in-

creafed taxes, the advanced price of moft of
the neceffaries of life, are {everely felt by the

induftrious poor, and by many families in the
middling and lower clafles of fociety, It 1s

a(zen, xli, 47,
well
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well known that there 1s a2 number of perfotis
who unhappily employ their abilities and
influence, to ageravate the fenfe of thefe difhi-
culties, to inflame the minds of the fufferers,
to work upon their paffions, to alienate them
from the government, and to make them
long, if pofiible, for {uch liberty and equality,
as has already reduced France to the moft
pitiable ftate of anarchy and mifery. "That
fuch attempts have not fucceeded, that we
are ftill preferved not only from foreign
invafion, but from internal commotions, I
afcribe to tie power of the Great God
over the hearts of the children of men; and
I confider it, as a farther ground of hope,
that he will not give us up.

III. Why would he not give up degenerate
Ifracl, when {tn& juftice demanded their
deftruction ! Two reafons are afligned 1n my
text for his forbearance, which are well {uited
to encourage the prayers and hopes of thofe
amongft ourfelves, who love and fear him.

1. I am God and not man. If we had
offended men, or angels, as we have offended
our Creator and Redecemer, and they had per-
miffion and power to punith us, our cale
would be utterly defperate, Only he who
made us, 15 able to bear with us. All the
attributes (as we fpeak) of the Infinite God,
muft of courfe be equally infinite, As 1s his

majefty,
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majefty, {o 1s his mercy®. What is the puny
power of man, compared with that almighty
power which formed and upholds the im-
menfe univerfe ! The difproportion 1s preater
than that between z fingle drop of water, and
the boundlefs ocean. Thus his thoughts are
higher than ours, as the heavens are higher
than the earth. Who can fet bounds to the
exercife of his patience? When {entence was
denounced againft Nineveh, they humbled
themfelves before him, and he fufpended the
execution. There 15 at leat a peradventure

in our favour, Who can tell if God will turn
away from his fierce anger, that we perifh
not? He has fuid, At what time I fhall {peak
concerning a nation, or a kingdom, to pluck
up, to pull down, or to deftroy; 1f that na-
tion turn from their evil, I will repent of
the evil that I thought to do unto them®.
We do not {uppofe that all the inhabitants of
Nineveh were favingly converted, but they
humbled themfelves with one confent; they
cried for mercy and they were fpared. We
do not expect a national converfion; and I fear
we have little profpe&t of a national humili-

ation, But
2. I am the Holy One in the midlt of

thee. Next to the confideration of his infinite
mercy, thisis our ftrongeft ground for con-

s Feclef, i 18, ® Jer, xviii, 7, 8
{olation.
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folation. The Holy One is ftill in the midft
of us! Degencrate and wicked as we ate, God
has a people, a remnant amongft us, I have
{fpoken of thefe already. ~Their number 1s
fmall if contpared with the bulk of the na-
tion, but if they could be collected together,
they would form a confiderable body (I truft
1t is an increafing body), who though diflin-

guifhed by different names, and difperfed far
and wide into different parts of the land,

are united by a faith of divine operation, to
one Head, and 1n one common intereft and
defign. They belong to that kingdom which
1s not of this world, and which - (unlike all
other kingdoms) cannot be fhaken. But their
principles lead them to feek the welfare of
the communities in which they live, Thefe
are under God, Decus et Tutamen, the glory
and the defence of Great Britain. They are
lights fhining in a dark place. They are
believers, and their faith worketh by love.
But as they follow the example of their
Lord and Mafter, the world knows not them,
becaufe it knows not Him. Here and there,
individuals, by an unblameable confiftent
condudt, in a courfe of years,'if they cannot
change the hearts of gainfayers, are enabled
to flop their mouths, and put their ignorance
“to filence by well-doing >, But many perfons -

a’ IP‘et- iir IS!

defpife
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defpife them in the grofs, and affe® to deem
them (perhaps in defiance to the checks of
their own confCiences), either hypocrites or
vifionaries, credulous fools or defigning
knaves. But their record is on high. They
have accefs to God and communion with him,
by the Son of his love. They have the {pirit
of prayer, and their prayers are heard. The
thip in which Paul failed to Italy, was pre-
ferved from finking, though apparently 1n
the utmoft danger, becaufe the Apoftle was
on board her. Not only was this fervant of
God as fafe in a florm at fea, as if he had
been on fhore, but for his fake, the Lord
preferved the lives of all who were in the
veflel. ‘The ftate fhip of this nation is now
in jeopardy, fhe is brought into deep waters,
tofled with tempefts, and her rowers* are
almoft at their wits-end ; but there 15 a pre-
cious depofiturn on board. A people dear to
the Lord are embarked in the fame bottom
with the reft, and we hope their prayers will
prevail for the fafety of the whole, The
French, who know little of chriftianity, but
as they have feen it through the corrupt
medium of popery, having triumphed over
and melted down, the golden and filver ima-
ges of their tutelary faints, promife themfelves
an eafy vi€tory over us. They know not that
the Holy One of Ifrael is in the midft of us,

a Ezekiel xyvil, 26.
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and that there are a people here, whaare under
his {pecial proteétion. They know not that
like Senacherib, their fuccefs 1s wholly owing
to their being inftruments of his will, like
faws or hammers in the hand of the work-
man, and that when they have accomplifhed
his purpofe, he can and he will fay to them,
Hitherto thou fhalt come, and no farther.
They have fucceeded beyond their own ex-
peCtations, far and wide upon the continent,
but all their attempts and defigns againft our
favoured land, have hitherto been rendered
abortive.  'We hope they will {hll prove fo.

At all events, 1t fhall be well with the
righteous®. Rejoice, believers, m the Lord.
You may be aflured upon the warrant of his
faithful promife, either that he will preferve
you from the evils, which our fins give us
{uch caufe to apprehend; or if he fhould
appomit you to fhare in a common calamity,
he will make your ftrength equal to your day,
and will prepare you fhoes of iron and brafs°,
when any part of the road, on which you
travel through this wilderncfs towards your
heavenly home, fhall prove very difficult and
rugeed. Pray for grace to fit loofe to the
world, and you will have nothing to fear.
The firft Chniftians rejoiced in the {poiling of
their goods, and {o thall you, 1if the Lord calls

2 Ifa, 11, 124 b Deut. xxx1if. 26.
you
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you to the trial.  You have the fame Saviour to
{upport you, and you likewife have treafures?,
far better and more enduring, out of the reach
of violence. The Lord teaches us to con-
fider even the lofs of life, as comparatively
of {mall importance, when he fays, Fear not
them that can kill the body, but can do no
more, 'They cannot do that without his
permiffion. The very hairs of your head are
numbered®. And moft of thofe who have
{uffered death for him, who died upon the
crofs for them, have thought the honour of
dying in his caufe, more to be valued than a
thoufand lives.

My feelings are painful for you who live
without God 1n the world. I do not wonder
if your hearts tremble like the leaves of a tree
when agitated by a mighty wind®. You
know not what may come upon you, but you
forebode the worft—And fhould it prove {o,
you have no refource, no hiding place, no
Almighty Friend to whom you may with con-
fidence apply for help m time of trouble,

Death, at ledft, 1s inevitable ; and will you dare
to die, (yet die you muft) if your heart be un-
humbled, and your fins unpardoned ! We

preach to you a gracious powerful Saviour,
who invites you to feck him, and has faid,

Him that cometh to me, I will # 5o wife

* Heb. x. 34, ® Lukexii. 4. Matt.x. 30, ¢ Ifa, vii. 2.
Q | caft
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caft out. Seek him then to-day whilft it 1s
called to-day., Now 1s the accepted time, the
day of falvation, To-morrow is not your own,

But let believers rejoice and be glad, The
Lord reigns, your Lord reigns®. He who
loved you and gave himfelf for you, pofleffes
and exercifes all power in heaven and earth,
Though clouds and darknefs arg about his
throne, and his paths are untraceable by us,
we are fure that he is carrying on his great des

{igns, for the glory of his Great Name, and for
the extenfion and eftablithment of his Church, .
in a way worthy of himfelf—worthy of in-
fimte wifdom and goodnefs. Make his name
your {trong tower® of refuge. Hold out
faith and patience. Yet a little while, and
we hopc to meet where the wicked ceafe
from troubling, and where the weary are at

N7?
reft°. And to hear thofe welcome words,

Come, ye blefled of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion® of the world.

# Pf, xcvii. 1. Matt. xxviii, 18. b Prov. xviii. 10,
¢ Job ui, 17. 4 Matt, xxv. 34.
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