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DeEAR SIR,

AM not the fon of a prophet, nor was

1 bred up among the Prophets. I am
quite a flranger to what paffes within the
walls of Colleges and Academies. I was as
ene born out of due time, and led, under
the fecret guidance of the Lord, by very
unufual fteps, to preach the faith which I
once laboured to deftroy. Since you know
all this, how could you think of applying
to me for the plan of an academical inftitu-
tion? Yet 1 coniefs the defign you men-
tioned to me, in which fome of your friends
have thoughts of engaging, is fo important
in my view, that I am willing to come as
near to your wifhes as I can. I muft not
pretend to dictate a plan for the bufinefs
B which
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which 1s now in contemplation. But if you
will a2llow me to indulge a fort of reverie,
and {uppofe myfelf a perfon of fome confe-
quence in Utopia, where I could have the
moedelling of every thing to my own mind ;

and that I was about to form an Ac ademy
there, for the fole purpcfe of educating
young men for the Miniftry of the Gofpel
—in this way I am.willing to offer you my
~ thoughts upon the fubject with great {im-
plicity and freedom. And if any of the re-
gulations of my imaginary academy, fhould
be judged applicable to your defign, you and
your friends will be heartily welcome to
them.

I thould then, - fuppaofitis fupponendis, in
the firt place, lay down two or three im-

rtant maxims, which I would hope never
to lofe fight of in the condu of the affair:
expecting that, if I fhould begin without
them, I muft {tumble at the vety threfhold ;
and that whenever I fhould negle¢t them
afterwards, all my care, and labour, and
expence would be for that time thrown
away.

My firit maxim 1s, That none but He
who made the World can make a Minifter
of the Gofpel. If a young man has capa-
city ; culture and application may make him
a Scholar, a Philofopher, or an Orator. But
a truc Minifter muft have certain principles,

motives,
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motives, feelings, and aims, which no in-

duftry or endeavours of men, can either ac-
uire or communicate. They muft be given

(tlrom above, or they cannot be received.

I adopt as a fecond maxim, That the Holy
Scriptures are both comprehenfively and
exclufively, the grand treafury of all that
knowledge which is requifite and {ufficient,
to make the Minifter, the Man of God,
thoroughly furnifthed for every branch of his
office. If indeed no other ftudies were of
{fubordinate importance, i order to a right
underftanding of the Scriptures, and efpe-
cially to thofe who are not only to know for
themfelves, but are appointed to teach others
alfo ; then academical inftruction would be
needlefs, and I might {upply my young men
with every thing at once, by putting the
Bible into their hands, and dire€ting them
to read it continually with attention and
prayer. But my meaning is, that though
there is {fuch a concatenation in knowledge,
that every branch of {cience may, by a judi-
cious application, be rendered fubfervient to
a Minifter’s great defign; yet no attainments
in philology, philofophy, or in any or all
the particulars which conftitute the aggre-
gate of what we call Learning, can in the
lealt contribute to form a Minifter of the
Gofpel, any farther than he is taught of
God to refer them to, and to regulate them

by the Scripture as a Standard. On the
B 2 contrary,
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contrary, the more 2 man is furaifhed with
this kind of apparatus, unlefs the leading
truths of Scripture reign and flourith in his
heart, he will be but the more qualified to
perplex himfelf, and to miflead his hearers.
My third maxim is an inference from the
two icrmer. That the true Gofpel Minifter
who poflefles thefe fecondary advantages,
thcugh he may know the fame things, and
acquire his knowledge by the like methods,
as other {cholars do, yet he muft know and
pofic{s them in a manner peculiar to him-
ielf. His Criticifms, 1f he be a Critic,
will difcover fomething which the greateft
ikill in grammatical niceties cannot of itfelf
reach. If he be an Orator, he will not
fpeak in the artificial {elf-applauding lan-
guage of man’s wifdom, but i1n fimplicity
and with authority, like one who feels the
ground he ftands upon, and knows to whom"
he belongs, and whom he ferves. If he
mentions a paflage of hiftory, it will not be
to fhew his reading, but to illuftrate or
prove his point; and it will be evident from
his manner of fpeaking, that though he may
have taken the tacts trom Tacitus or Robert-
ifon, his knowledge of the fprings of hu-
man action, and of the f{uperintendency of
a Divine Providence, 1s derived from the

word of God. And {o of other inftances.
[n a word, if a young man was to con-
{ult me, how he mizht be wife and learned
I}



[ 5 ]

in the ufual fenfe of the words, I might ad-
vife him to repair to Oxford or Cambridge,
or to twenty other places which I could
name. But if I thought him really defi-
rous of becoming wife to win fouls, I would
invite him to my New College 1n Utopia.

From thefe general obfervations 1 proceed
more dire¢tly to my fubje&t. You are then
to {uppofe that I have taken my determina-
tion and counted the coft, and ain now fit-
ting down to contrive my plan. As a little
attention to method may not be amufs, 1
thall endeavour to range my thoughts undeg
four principal heads, concerning,

1. The place.
2. The tutor.
3. The cheice of pupils.

4. The courfe of education,

I. Andfirft, (as preachers fometimes fay)
of the firft. If the Metropolis of Utopia
thould be any thing like ours, there are ob-
vious reafons to forbid my fixing upcn a {pot
very near 1t. I think not nearer than a mo-
derate day’s journey. Nor would I wifh it
much farther diftant. Occafional vifits to a
great city, where there are many confiicrable
Minifters and Chriftians, fhould n~t be ren-
dered umpracticable; as they migi:. furnith
my young men witn cpportunitics of form-
ing  conneftions and muking cobfervations,

B3 that
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that might contribute to their ufefulnefs in
future hife. But procul/ ab urbe will be my
maxim. I fhould not only fear left they
fhouid be contaminated by the vices which
too generally prevail where men live in a
throng : if they efcaped thefe, I thould ftill
have apprchenfions, left the notice "that
might be taken of them, and the refpe&
thewn them by well-meaning friends, thould
imperceptibly {educe them into a {pinit of
felf-importance, give them a turn for drefs
and company, and fpoil that fimplicity and
dependance, without which I could have
little hope of their fuccefs. I would wifth
it mcy be their grand aim to pleafe the Lord,
and under him and for his fake to pleafe their
Tutor. They have as yet no bufinefs with
other pcople. Their Tutor muft be to them,
inftar omniin.  Him they muft love, reve-
rence and obey, and accurately watch his
looks and every intimation of his will. But
to fecure this point, or even to have a rea-
fonable profpect of attaining it, methinks
it feems neceflary to fay, Procul, procul ab
urbe juvenes ! But the difference betwecn a
rural and a tewn fituation is fo itriking at
firft view, that I fuppofe it quite needlefs to

{oy more upon this head. 1 therefore pio-~
ceed,

II. To the choice of my Tutor. Who-
ever he may be, when I have found him,
| and
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and fixed him, I will take the liberty to tell
him, that he is called to the moft hanour-
able and important office that Man, in the
prefent ftate of things, is capable of. The
ikilful and faithful Tutor i1s not only ufeful
to his pupils, confidered as individuals, but

he is remotely the inftrument of all the
bleflings and benefits which the Lord 1s

pleafed to communicate by their miniftry, in
the courfe of their ftated and occafional 1a-
bours to the end of life. On the other hand,
the errors and prejudices of an incompetent
Tutor, adopted and perpetuated by his dif-
ciples, may produce a long progreflion of
evil confequences, which may continue to
operate and multiply when he and they are
dead and forgotten. For if the f{lreams
which are to {pread far and wide throughout
a land are poifoned in the very fource, who
can forfce how far the mifchief may be daif-
tufed. Unlefs therefore I can procure a pro-
per Tutor, I muft give up my defign. It 1s
better the youth fhould remain untaught,
than that they thould be taught to do wrong.

And I feem not eafily fatished on this
head. My idea of the perfon to whom I
could chearfully entruft the care of my Aca-

demy, is not of an ordinary fize. He feems
to be one,

—“-Qlalem nequco monﬁrare, ac {entio tantum—

B 4 However,
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However, fince we are upon Utopian
ground, where we may imagine as largely as
we pleafe, I will attempt to delineate him.
And were I to recommend a Tutor to your
friends, it thould be the man who I thought
came the neareft to the charaéter I am about
to defcribe.

For his firft effential indifpenfable quali-
fication, I require, a mind deeply penetrated
with a fenfe of the grace, glory, and efficacy
of the Gofpel. However learned and able
in other refpeéts, he fhall not have a fingle
pupil from me, unlefs I have reafon to be-
lieve, that his heart is attached to the per-
fon of the Redeemer as Ged-Man ; that as
a finner his whole dependance is upon the
Redeemer’s work of love, his obedience
unto death, his intercefflion and mediatorial
fulnefs. His fentiments muft be clear and
explicit refpecting the depravity of human
nature, and the neceffity and reality of the
agency of the Holy Spirit, to quicken, en-
lighten, fanctify and feal thofe who, under
his influence, are led to Jefus for Salvation.
With refpect to the different fchemes or {y{-
tems of Divinity which obtain amongit
thofe who are united in the acknowledgment
of the above fundamental truths, I thould
look for my Tutor amongit thofe who are
called Calvinifts ; but he muft not be of a
curious metaphyfical difputatious turn, a
mere {yftem-monger or party-zealot. I feex
I * - far
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for one who, having been himfelf taught
the deep things of God by the Holy Spirit,
in a gradual experimental manner; while he
is charmed with the beautiful harmony and
co-incidence of all the doélrines of Grace,
is at the fame time aware of the myiterious
depths of the divine counfels, and the im-
»offibility of their being fully comprehended
Ly our fecble underftandings. Such a man
will be patient and temperate 1n expliuning
the peculiarities of the Gofpel to his pupus,
and will wifely adapt himfelf to their feveral
ftates, attuinments, and capacities. After
the -example of the Great ‘i eacher, he will
confider what they cun bear, and aim to lead
them forward flep by ftep, in fuch a man-
ner, that the fentiments he inftils into then
may be their own, and not taken up merciy
upon the authority of his 7pe dixir.  }ic
wiil propofe the Scripture to them ws 2 con-
Sftent awhole ; and guard them againii tie
extremes into which controverfiul writers
have forced themfelves and cach other, i

.

fupport of a favourite hyvothefis, fo as un-
der a pretence of honouring fome parts of
the word of God, to overlook, if ot to
contradict, what is taught with equal clear-
nefs in other parts.

I with my pupils to be well verfed in ufe-
ful Learning, and therefore my Tuor nu:
be a learned mun. e muit no: ciiiy b
able to teach them whatever is needfui for

the.:
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them to learn, but fhould be pofiefled of
fuch a fund, as that the moift forward and
moft promiiing among them may feel he has
a decided {uperiority over them 1n every
branch of their ftudies. Befides an accurate
{kill in the fchool claflics, he thould be well
acquainted with books at large, and pofieffed
of a general knowledge of the ftate of lite-
ratyure and religion, and the memorable events
of hiftory in the fucceflive ages of mankind.
Particuiarly, he fhould be well verfed in
Ecclefiaftical Learning : for though it be true,
that the bulk of it is little worth knowing
for its own fake, yet 2 man of genius and
wifdom will draw from the whole mafs a
variety of obfervations fuited to affift young
minds in forming a right judgment of hu-
man nature, of true religion, of its coun-
terfeits, and of the abufes to which the’
name of religion is capable of being per-
verted. And he will likewife be able to
felet for their ufe, fuch authors and fub-
jects as deferve their notice, from the fur-
rounding rubbith in which they are almoft
buried.

My Tutor ﬂuould likewife be competently
acquainted with the lighter accomplithments,
which are ufually underftood by the term
Belles Lertres, and a proper judge of them
with refpet both to their intrintic and their
relative value. Their intrinfic value ( to
creatures who are poiting to Eternity) is not

great ;
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great ; and a wife man, if he has not been
tin¢tured with them in early life, will fel-
dom think 1t worth his while to attend
much to them afterwards. Yet in fuch an
age as ours, 1t 15 fome difadvantage to a man
in public life, 1f he is quite a {tranger to
them. To a Tutor they are in a manner ne-
ceflary. It is farther defirable that he fhould
have a lively imagination, under the direc-
tion of a found judgment and a correct and

cultivated tafte. Otherwife, how can he
 affift and form the tafte and judgment of his
pupils, or dire¢t or criticife their compo-
{itions °?

Natural Philofophy is not only a noble
{cience, but one which offers the meft in-
terefting and profitable relaxations from the
weight of f{everer ftudies. If the Tutor be
not pofiefled of this, he will lofe a thoufind
opportunities of pointing out to his pupils
the fignatures of wifdom, power, and good-
nefs, which the wonder-working God has
imprefled upon every part of the vifible crea-
tion. Butat the fame time, he thould know
where to, ftop, and what bounds to fet to
their enquiries. It is not neceffary that eij-
ther he or they thould be numbered amongft
the firft Aftronomers or Virtuofi of the age,
A life devoted to the fervice of God and {fouls,
will not afford leifure for this diminutive
kind of preheminence. A general know-

ledge will fuffice even in the Tutor. And
while



[ 12 ]

while he leCtures upon thefe fubjets, he
will caution them againft {pending too much
time and thought uron thofe branches of
Philofophy which have but a very remote
tendency to qualify them for preaching the
Gofpel. They are fent into the world and
into the acad:iny, not to collect fhells and
foffils and butterflics, or to furprize each
other with feats of Eletricity, but to win
fouls for Chrift.

Perhaps I have faid enough of my Tutor’s
knowledge, and m:y now confider him with
regard to his {pirit, his methods of commu-
nicating what he knows to his pupils, and
his manner of living with them as a Father
with his children.

He muft be D:idalticos, apt to teach. A
man may know much, yet not have a faci-
lity of imparting his ideas. It is a tzlent
and 2 gift of God, and therefore will always
be found in fome good degree in the perfon
who is called of God “o the Tutor’s ofhice.

He will confider hinfelf as a Teacher, not
only in the Lefture-room, but in all places,
and at all times, whether fitting in the houfe
or walking by the way, if any of his pupils
are with him. And he will love to have
them always about him, fo far as their
ftudies, and his own neceflary avocations
will admit.

Two things he will aim to fecure from
them, Reverence and AffeCtion, Without

mﬂ.in-?
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maintaining a fteady authority he can do no-
thing. And unlefs they love him every thing
will go on heavily. But if the Pupils are
properly chofen, fuch a man as I have de-
{fcribed will be both loved and feared. His
{piritual and exemplary deportment, his wif-
com and abilities will command their re-
ipe¢t. His condefceniion and gentlenefs,
his tendernefs for their perfonal concerns,
his affiduity in promoting their comfort,
~ and doing them every friendly office in his
power, will engage their love. Thefe hap-
py effeéts will be farther promoted by their
frequent mutual intercourf{e 1n prayer, by his
cxpofitory letures, and by his public mini-
ftry 1if he be a preacher. Having his eye
unto the Lord, and his heart in his work, a
blefling from on high fhall defcend upon him
and upon his houfe.

As human nature is the fame in all places,
it is probable that the Chriftians in Utopi~
may be divided among themfelves with re-
{pett to rituals and modes of worthip, in
{cme {fuch manner as we fee and feel amongft
v-. Now here, as in every thing elfe, I
vwould have my Tutor a fort of Pheenix, a
man of a generous enlarged {pirit, a real
iriend of that liberty wherewith Jefus has
- made his people free from the thackles and
impofiticns of men. One who uniformly
judges and ats upon that grand principle of
the New Teftament, which is likewife a

plain
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plain and obvious maxim of common fenfe;
I mean, that the Lord of all, the head of'
the Church 1s the alone Lord and Judge of
Conicience. I fuppofe my Tutor has al-
ready taken his fide, that he is either in the
Eftablithment (if there be one in Utopia)
or of courfe a diflenter from 1t. And really
2s to my {cheme I am indifferent which fide
he has taken ; we fhall not have a minute’s
debate about it, provided he acts confiftently
with the prmmples which I have affigned
him. But as 1 myfelf living in England,
am of the Eftablithed Church, that you may
not {ufpec¢t me of partiality, I will {uppofe,
and am ready to take it for granted, that he
will be found to be a Ut0p1an Difienter.

On this {fuppofition my i1magination takes
a ﬁzght haftens into the midit of things,
and anticipates as prefent what is yet future.
Methinks I fee the Tutor indulging his
{cholars (as at proper feafons he often will)
¥ith an hour of free converfation; and from
{fome queftion propofed to him concerning the
comparative excellence or authority of dif-
ferent forms of Church-government, taking
occafion to open his mind to them, fome-
thing in the following manner :

‘¢ My dear children, you may have ob-
ferved, that when in the courfe of our lec-
tures I have been led to touch upon this
fubjett, 1t has not been my cuftom to {peak
in a dogmatical ftile. I have fometimes in-

timated
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timated to you, that tho’ every part of the
Levitical worfhip was of pofitive divine in-
{titution, yet when the pecople refted and
trufted in their external forms, the Lord
{peaks as abhorring his own appointments.
I have told you, upon the Apofitle’s - autho-
rity, that the kingdom of God confifts not
in meats and drinks, in names and forms,
but in righteoufnefs, peace and joy in the:
Holy Ghoft. Amidft the many divifions
and {ubdivifions which obtain in the vifible
- Church, there are in reality but two forts of
people, the children of God, and the chil-
dren of the world. 'The former fort though
partakers 1n one life and in one hope, yet
living in {ucceflive ages, 1n various coun-
tries, under very different modes of govern-
ment, education and cuftoms, it feems mo-
rally impofiible that they fhould all agree as
by inftinét, 1n one common mode of focial
worthip. It is indeed faid, that there is a
plan prefcribed in the New-Teftament to
which all ought to conform as nearly as
pofiible.  All parties fay this in favour of
tneir own plans ; and men eminent for wif-
dom and holinefs are to be found among the
advocates for each. But is it not ftrange,
that if the Lerd has appointed fuch a ftand-
ard, the wifeft and beft of his people fhould
differ {o widely in their views of it, and
deviate {o far from each other when they at-
tempt to reduce 1t to practice ? Let others

difpute,
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difpute, but as for you, my children, and
me, let us rather adore the wifdom and good-
nefs of our Lord. He who knew the heart
of man, the almoft invincible power of lo-
cal prejudices, and what innumerable cir-
cumftances in different periods and places
would render it impracticable for his people
to tread exatly in the fame line, has pro-
vided accordingly. The rules and lights he
has aftorded us refpeCting the outward admi-
niftration of his Church, are recorded with
fuch a latitude, that his true worfhippers
may confcientioufly hope they are accepta-
ble to him, though the plans which they
believe to be confiftent with his revealed
will, are far from correfponding with each
other, It is fufficient that the apoftolical
Canons, Let all things be done decently and
in order, to edification and in charity, are
univerfally binding; and were thefe on all
fides attended to, fmaller differences would
be very fupportable.

¢ 1 have often pointed out to you the
wonderful analogy which the Lord has efta-
blithed in many inftances, between his works
in the outward creation, and in his kingdom
of grace. Perhaps the variety obfervable in
the former may be one inftance of this kind.
When you fee every vegetable arrayed in
green ex.&tly of the fame fhade, or all tulips
variegated in the fame manner, as if painted

from onc common pattern, then, and not
before,
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before,; expe& to find trué believers agreed
in their views and pratice refpetting the
modes of Religion.
< Study therefore the Scriptures; my chil-
dren, with humble prayer that the Lord may
give you fuch views of thefe -oncerns, as
may fit you for the ftations and fervices to
which his Providence may lead you. See
with your own eyes, and judge for your~
felves. This is your right. One is your
Mafter even Chriit, and you need iot, you
- ought 7ot to call any man Mafter upon
earth. But be content with this. Do not
arrogate to yourfelves the power of judging
for others. Be willing that they fhould fee
wvith their own eyes likewife. The Papifts
tpon the ground of the affumed infallibility
of their Chureh, are at leaft confiftent with
themfelves in condemning all who differ
from them. Proteftants confels themfelves
fallible; yet {peak the fame peremptory lan-
guige. ‘
¢ As to myfelf, if I had thought it pre-
ferable upon the whole 1c be a Minifter in
our Eiftablithed Church, I might probably
have been one. But I truft ] am where the
Lord would have me be, and I am fatisfied.
My defire for you is to fee you able Mini-
fers of the New Teftament. As to the part
ot the vineyard in which you are to labor,
wait fimply upon the Lord, and he in good
time will point it out to you: If Scripture
C and
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and Con{cience lead you to prefer the Dif-
fenting line, I fhall fay, It 1s well—provided
you embrace it with a liberal fpirit, and
have a better warrant for your choice than
merely the example of your Tutor. Should
you deteriine otherwife, I fhall ftill fay, It
13 well, provided I fee you difinterefted,
humble and faithful. Your being edncated
under my roof s a circumiftance not likely
to facilitate your admifflion into the Efta-
blithment, but if the Lord in his Providence
fhould open to any of you a door on that fide,
and incline you to enter, I fhall not diffuade
you from it, as tho’ I thought it finful. I
{hall only wifh you to attend to that advice
which cannot miflead you.—Truft in the
Lord with 21l thine heart, and lean not to
thine own underftanding; in all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he fhall dire&t thy
ath.”

pﬂThus far my Tutor.—Or fince I am in 1
{uppofing humor, if you will give me leave
to make one f{uppofition more, that it is
poffible there may be Methodifts and Itine-
rants in Utopia, as we have in England ; he
wouid then perhaps continue his difcourfe a

little longer as follows : |
‘“ Though the paftoral care of a fingle
congregation is the {fervice which the Lord
has allotted me, and I have not {een 1t my
duty to engage in any thing which might
lead me long or far from the people to whom
‘ Iam
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I am related, I am no enemy to itiherit
preaching, My Lord and Saviour him{clf, his
apoftles and firft fervants were all Itinerants.
And I believe that houfes and fhips, hills
and plains, the fide of a river, or the fea-
thore, are all fit places for preaching the
Gofpel, and {fufhciently authorized as fuch
by the higheft precedents. I cannot there:
fore cenfure, much lefs condemn a practice
which the Scripture warrants, and to which
I doubt not the Lord has given abundant
- teftimony 1n our own times, by making the
word thus difpenfed effectual to the conver=
fion and confolation of many fouls. I believe
indeed that fome perfons not duly acquaint-
ed with their own hearts, nor with what is
reguifite to conflitute a preacher, have too
haitily {uppofed themf{elves called to preach
the Gofpel ; when the event has proved that
the Lord had neither called them to his fer~
vice, nor furnifhed them forit. And I think
1f it thould generally be allowed that young
men are proper judges in their own caufe,
and have a right to commence preachers
when or where or how they pleafe, without
the advice or approbation of Minifters more
experienced than themfelves, many incon-
veniencies may.and muft. follow. I could
wifh every young man to be fo imprefled
with the force of the Apoftle’s queftion, Who
1s {ufficient for thefe things ? that he fhould
rather need invitation and encouragement to

C 2 preach,
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preach, than be difpofed to run haftily into
the work, as the horfe rutheth into the bat-
tle. But Imuft not expe&t every thing will
be managed according to my with. I have
mourned over the mifcarriages of {fome Itine-
rant preachers, but I have been much com-
forted by the good conduct and fuccefs of
others. It is neither my bufinefs nor my in-
tention to perfuade you to this courfe, but
if when you are properly inftruéted and qua-
lified for the Miniftry, I fhould fee any of
you difpofed to go forth in the itinerant way,
fhould I be iatisfied of your principles and
motives, and have reafon to hope your zeal
was tempered with humility, I know not
that I durft refufe my confent., For, as I
have often told you the honor of my Lord
and Saviour, and the welfare of precious fouls
are far dearer to me than the detached 1n-
terefts of any party; and if Chrift be faith-
tully and fuccefsfully preached, in whatever
way and by whatever inftruments he is pleafed
to work, I do reioice, yea and will re-
joice.”

I think what I have faid of the Tutor, and
what he has juft now faid for himfelf, may
{uthce to give you an idea of the perfon I

would chufe, and that it i1s now time to
coniider

ITI. The choice of pupiis. I would have
them all refident with the Tutor, and there-

fore
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fore' their number at one time can be buth
fmall ; efpecially as I fhould with him to
undertake. every branch of their education.
He might have an affiftant to teach the ru-
diments of the languages, a fervice that
would otherwife take up much of the time
which he could better employ, but he muft
doall the reft himfelf. Huppcfe therefore, that
ten or at the mofit twelve pupils will be a {uf-
ficient number to be under his care at once.
The man I have de{cribed would not be mer-
- cenary, but the laborer is worthy of his re-
ward. ' As I thall ind him work enough to
take up his whole time, his pay ought to be
competent and liberal; and as I have f{up-
poled myfelf rich enough to execute my plan
in what manner I pleafe, I hope I fhall not
itarve my ‘Futor, nor put his ceconomical
talents on the ftretch to contrive how to
{queeze and fave a pittance out of the fum
allotted for their board. I would fix the
boarding upon equitable and moderate terms,
diftin& from his falary which fhould be
handfeme, and a2lways the fame, whether he
had one pupil with him, or ten, or twelve:
It would be my part to keep the number up,
but 1f I neglect it, he thould be no lofer;
nor ought he to be dependant upon my ca-
price or negligence, Eut ‘he thould ftand
upon an eafy and fettled footing, fo as to be
free, not only from want, but from agxious

C 3 . case,



[ 22 ]

geare, that he might be able to aftend his
bufinefs without diftration.

And now my houfe is ready, where fhall
I find young men to fill it? I muft look
around me, and requeft my friends to look
out for me. . When I have found two I will
fend them, and the reft as they offer.  Per-
haps it would be one of the chief difficulties
attending my {cheme, to collet ten or twelve
youths worthy of fuch a Tutar.

They muft be ferious. I mean, they muft
have an awakened experimental fenfe of the
truth ard goodnefs of the Gofpel. 'This is
a point not eafily afcertained, efpecially in
young perfons. There is often a fomething
that refembles it, which, upon trial, does
not prove fatisfaltory. However, my part
will be to look to the Lord for guidance,
ard then judge as well as I can. But I hope
ro perfuafion or reccmmniendation, no defire
of pleafing or obliging a friend, would pre-
vail on me to admit one who I did not veri-
ly believe was a fubjec of the grace of God.
Who would undertake to teach a parrot Al-
gebra? Yet this would be as practicable as
to make thofe able and faithful preachers,
whom the Lord has not firft made Chrif-
tians ?

They muft hkewife have capacity, It is
not neceflary that their abilities thould be of
the firft rate, (perhaps but few of fuch are
called) but fome tolerable meafure of na-

tural
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tural abilities capable of being opened andy
improved by education, feems almoft necef-
fary in the perfon wha aime to be a Minifter
of the Gofpel. At leaft it will be neceflary
upon my plan, for as my ‘Tutor cannot take
many, I muft give the preference to fuch as
may both do himn credit by their proficiency
under his care, and be qualified to profit
others when they leave him. . -

Ex quovis ligno Mercurius non fit,

~ If the heart be changed and fanified by
grace, a perfon of the weakeft natural un-
derftanding will acquire, under divine teach-
ing, all ‘that is neceflary to enable him to
fill up his ftation in private life with pro-
riety, to overcome the world, and to make
II;is own -calling and election {ure. But a
preacher muft bhave gifts as well as grace,
to be able to divide the word of truth as a
workman that needeth not to be athamed.
And therefore, though the Lord was once
pleafed by a dumb afs to rebuke the foolifh-
nefs of a prophet, I am not forward to ac-
knowledge thofe as ambafladors fent by him,
(however well-meaning they may be) who
feem either to have no meflage to deliver, or
no ability to deliver it. B
I would hikewife be fatisfied, as much as
pofitble, concerning the views and motives
which make them defirous of .devoting
themfelves to the Miniftry. Some defires of
C 4 this
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$his kind are very frequently found in young
converts. - When a fenfe of eternal things
is -new apd lively uwpon their minds, ard
they look round upon a world lying 1n wick-
ednefs,- they are gluch affeted. The obli-
ga_tmns_th.ey feel to the Redeemer, a grief that
e thould be {o little known, fo little loved,
and. 2 compafiar. fer their fellow ﬁnners,
whom they fee liahle to perifh far lack of
knowledge, make them often long to be
employed, 2nd fomeétimes conftrain them to
run hefore they are are fent. Butif they are
pot really defigned hy the Lord for this fer-
vice, either their deﬁres towards it gradually
fubfide, and they yield themfeives to his ap-
pointment in other paths of life: or if they
unadvifeably venture upon it, they are fel-
dom either comfortable or ufeful. They
foon feel themfelyes unequal to the work,
or af felf-conceit prevents them from feeling
it, their hearers are very fenfible of it. They
often miftake errors for truth. They retail
fcraps and fhreds of fentiments which they
pick up from others, and for want of judg-
ment mifapply them. Thus hypocrites dre
encouraged, and thofe whom the Lord would
have comforted are made {ad. They think

that preaching with power confifts in voci-
fcration and diftorted attitudes ; and that to

utter everv thing that comes upon their
minds, without end or fide, (as we fay)
Wwiti:out any gegard to text, context, occa-

' fion,
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fion, or connection, is to preach extempore.*
Too often Satan gains open advantage over
them, they are pufted up with pride, taken
in fnares, and perhaps fall into fuch .woful
mifcarriages as at length ruin their -charac-
ters, and ftop their mouths. It is therefore
of great importarice: to: be - workers together
with the Lord in this bufinefs ; to chufe
thofe whom he chufes, to bring forward
thofe whom he is preparing, and, if pofii~
ble, none but thefe.,. We cannot indeed
know the heart, but we may be wary and
circumi{pet in judging by {uch lights as we
can procure, and we ought to be fo. Per-
haps after all we may be miftaken in fome
in{*ances ; but if we have done our beft, we
have done well, and fhall not be blameable
for fuch confequences as we could not poffi-
bly forefee or prevent. If a candidate for
the Academy appears to be of a felf-diffident.
and humble {pint, to have fome acquaintance
with his own heart, a tolerable capacity, a
turn for application, and an unblameable
charaéter as to his perfonal condu&, I fhall
be difpofed to admit him. But I would
leave the final decifion of his fitnefs to the
Tutor. For which purpofe it may be prtﬁ
per that he fhould be under the Tutor’s ey}
for a limited time, as a probationer,

~ IV, The next point I am to confider is,

the courfc of 'ftudies they fhould purfue,
Though



[ 26 ]

'Though I am rather inclined to give this
up abfolutely and without referve to the Tu-
tor, who, if he an{wers my defcription,
muft be the moft proper perfon to inftitute a
plan for himfelf, and would have no need of
my affiftance. But if his humility and his
geod opinion of ‘me fhould lead him to de-
fire my advice, he fhall have it. I do not
mean as to little circumitantials, but I would
fubmit to him in 2 general and mifcella-
neous way fuch hints as may occur to me
upon the fubje@. And I {ubmit them to
you beforehand.

A few things may be previoufly noticed,
which, though they do not properly belong
to their academical ftudies, are well worthy of

attention.
A Minifter is a Soldier of Jefus Chrift,

and as fuch, 1s to expet and endure hard-
thip. It is well to have this in our eye in
the education of young men. They are not
called to be Gentlemen, but Soldiers; not
to live delicately, but to prepare for hardthip.
‘They thould therefore be advifed and accuf-
tomed to prefer a plain and frugal manner
of life, znd to avoid multiplying thofe
wants which luxury and folly would prompt
us to multiply almoft ad infinitum. A pro-
penfity to indulgence either in the quantity
or quality of food, is a meannefs unworthy
of a man, ftill more unfuitable to the cha-

racter of a Chriftian, and {candalous in a
Minifter,
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Minifter. I am no advocate for a monkifh
aufterity, or a {crupulous {uperftitious felf<
denial, which will almoft ftarve the body
to feed the pride of the heart. It is how-
cver very defirable to poflefs in early life, a
habit of temperance, a maftery over appe-
tite, and a refolute guard againft every thing
that has a tendency to blunt the altivity of
the dpirits. And youth is the proper feafon
for gaining this maftery, which, if the
golden opportunity be then loft, is feldom
‘thoroughly acquired afterwards.

A propriety in drefs fhould alfo be con-
fulted. Neatnefs 1s commendable; but a
ftudent in divinity fhould keep at a diftance
from the air and appearance of a Fop. A
finical difpofition in this article not only oc-
cafions a wafte of time and expence, ‘but is
a.token of a trifling turn of mind, and ex-
pofes the fine felf-admiring youth, to the
contempt or pity of the Wife and Good.

Farther, a habit of rifing early fthould be
refolutely formed. It redeems much time,
and chiefly of thofe hours which are moft
favorable to ftudy or devotion. It likewife
cuts off the temptation to fitting up late, a
hurtful and prepofterous cuftom which many
Students unwarily give into, and which they
cannot fo eafily break, when the bad effeéts
of it upon their health, convince them too
late of their imprudence.

Let



[ 28 ]

. Let them be guarded againft the fnares
attending a large acquaintance, and unnece{-
fary vifiting. The Tutor will doubtlefs
maintain authority and good difcipline in his
boufe, and not fuffer any of his pupils to
be abfent from family worthip, nor abroad
atter a fixed hour, without his exprefs per-
miffion, which fhould not be given but for
folid and juft reafons. And he .cannot be
toq careful both by advice and vigilance, to
prevent them from forming any female con-
nections while under s roof, however ho-
nourzble the views or deferving the perfon
may be. Love and Courtthip are by no
means favourable to {tudy, nor indeed to de-
votion, at a2 uime when their prefent en-
gagements, and the uncertainty of their
proipects in future life, render a {ettlement

by marriage improper if not impracticable.
Much ftudy is wearineis to the fleth, and
the body and the mind are {o nearly con-
nected, that what afieéts the one will have
an influence upon the other. Relaxation
and Exercife are therefore neceflary at proper
feafons, for thofe who with to preferve
cheartulne{s and flrength for {ervice, and
not to become old and difabled, through
lewnefs of {pirits, inftrmities and pains, be-
fore old age atually overtakes them. Riding
is 3 manly unexceptionable exercie, where
i1t can be conveniently practifed. - But walk-
ing 1<, I {fuppofe, equally healthful, and re-
quires
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quires neither expence nor preparation. That
the Students may have an obje&t in view
when they go from home, the Tutor will
robably point out to them fome of the
iord’s poor, who live at convenient dif-
tances, whom they may vifit, and comfort
with their {ympathy, advice, and prayers,
as well as adminifter to the relief of their
neceflities, according to their ability. Thus
while thty are confulting their own health,
they may at the fame time imitate Him,
who went about doing good. And in fuch
vifits they may meet with many hints from
poor believers, concerning the Lord’s wif-
dom and faithfulnefs in his dealings with
them, and of the power of true religion,
to confirm what they read upon thefe {ub-
jects, and probably fome hints which their
books will not {upply them with. Farther,

if, when they are abroad together, they will
attempt {uch converfation as warmed the

hearts of the difciples when walking to Em-
maus ; and 1if, when alone, they adopt the
pattern of Ifaac, who went out into the field
to meditate, then all the time they can thus

employ may be fet down to the account of
their ftudies, for few of their hours can be

more profitably improved.

But what, and how, are they to ftudy?
The anfwer to this queftion depends upon
another : What is the objelt of their ftu--
dies ! It is to make them not -merely Scho-

lars,
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lars, but minifters thoroughly furnithed for
their office. The particulars I aim at in

placing them with my Tutor are fuch as
follow :

1. An orderly, connelted, and compre-
henfive knowledge of the common places
and topics of Divinity, confidered as a
Whoie ; a Syftem of Truth, of which the

Holy Scripture is the {ole fountain, treafury,
and {landard.

2. A competent acquaintance with facred
literature, by which I mean fuch writings,
ancient and modern, as are helpful to ex-
plain or elucidate difficulties 1n Scripture
arifing from the phrafeology, from allufion
to cuftoms and events not generally known,
and from fimilar caufes, and which there-
fore cannot be well underftood without fuch

affiitance.

3. Such a general knowledge of Philofo-
phy, Hiftory, and other branches of polite
literature, as may increafe the ftock of their
Ideas, afford them juft conceptions of the ftate
of things around them, furnith them with a
fund for variety, enlargement, and illuftration,
that they may be able to enliven and diverfify
their difcourfes, which, without fuch a fund,
wil be foon apt to run in a beaten track,
and to contain little more than a repetition

of
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of the fame leading thoughts, without ori-
ginality or {pirit.

4. An ability to methodize, combine,
diftinguith, and diftribute the 1ideas thus
colleted by Study, {o as readily to know
what is properly adapted to the feveral fub-
jets to be treated of, and to the feveral parts
of the fame fubjet. When the Pupils are
thus far accomplifhed, then I fhall hope,

s. That they will in good time be able
to preach extempore. I do not mean with-
out forethought or plan, but without a book,
and without the exceflive labour of com-
mitting their difcourfes to memory. This
ability of fpeaking to an auditory in a perti-
nent and colle&ed manner, with freedom and
decorum, with fidelity and tendernefs, look-
ing at them inftead of looking at a paper,
gives a preacher a confiderable advantage,
and has a peculiar tendency to command and
engage the attention. It likewife faves much
time, which might be ufefully employed in
vifiting his people. It is undoubtedly a gift
of God, but like many other gifts, to be
fought not only by prayer, but in the ufe
of means. The firft eflays will ordinarily
be weak and imperfect ; but the facility in-
creafes till at length a habit is formed, by
diligence and perfeverance. I fhould not
think my Academy complete, unlefs my

Tutor
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Tutor was attentive to form his pupils to
the character of Public Speakess. -

General rules admit of exceptions. 1
have myfelf known perfons, who, with plain
fenle, true humility, and a {pirit devoted to
the Lord and dependant upon him, have,
with little or no afliftance from men, proved
tolid, exemplary, and ufeful Minifters. Such
inftznces convince me, thiet however expe-
dient learning may be, it 1s not indifpenia-
bly neceffary for 2 I\Ilmﬁer, efpecially for
ene who is to labour in a retired fituation,
and amongft plain, unlettered hearers. 1
would not therefore preclude my Tutor from
all opportunity of being ufeful to perfons
of thu defcription, who would be glad of
fuch helps from him as they might receive
in their Mother Tongue, when the time of
life, or particular circumftances might ren-
der the itudy of lanﬂuages and {cience in-
convenient, And in general, as the capa=
cities, difpofitions, and profpects of 2 num-
ber of pupils would of courfe be different,
I thould leave it to his difcretion to condu&t
them to the fame grand ends of fervice, by
fuch difference of method as he {hould judge
moft f{uitable to each: So as not to dif<
courage or overburden the truly deferving,
nor to permit (if it can be prevented) the
more ftudious and {uccefsful, to fet too
high a value upon their fupertor accomplith<

ments.
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ments. For after all it muft be owned, and
ought to be remembered, that grace and di-
vine wifdom are of unipeakably greater im-
portance, than fcholaftic attainments with-
out them. We are fure, that though a
Man had the knowledge of all mpyfteries,

the gifts of tongues and miractes, and the
powers of an Angel, if he has not likewife
humility, fpirituality, and love, he is in the
fight of God, but as founding brafs or a
noify {ymbol. He may anfwer the purpofe
of a church-bell to call a congregation to-
gether, but has little profpect of doing them
good when they are aflembled.

But to return to my profeffed Students,
and,

I. As to the ftudy of Theology. How
far 1t may be expedient to adopt {ome f{yf-
tem or body of Divinity as a text or ground
whereon to proceed, I am not quite deter-
mined ; and which of thefe learned Sum-
maries 1s the beft, I fhall not attempt to de~
cide till I have read them all. My Tutor
will have more of this knowledge; I fhall
therefore refer the choice, if it be neceflary
to choofe one, to him. Calvin, Turretin,
Wi tfius, and Ridgeley, are thofe with which
1 have formerly been moft acquainted. Bat
indeed of thefe, at prefent 1 can remember
little more than that I have read them, or
the greateft part of them. I recollet juit

. D enough
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enough to fzy, that though I approve and
admire them all, I have at the fame time
my particular objettions to them all, as to
this ufe of them. The Bible s my body
of Divinity, and were 1 a tutor myfelf, I
believe I fhould prefer the epiftles of St.
Paul as a fummary, to any human f{yftems I
have feen, efpecially his epiftles to the Ro-
mans, Gelatians, the Hebrews, and Timo-
thy. There are few uninfpired writings,
however excellent in the main, but bear
fome marks of the infirmities, attachments,
and prepofleflions, which in a greater or lefs
degree arc infeparable from the prefent ftate
of human nature. I would have my pupils
draw their knowledge as immediately from
the fountain-head as poffible. 1 care not
‘how extenfive and various their reading of
good authors may be under their Tutor’s
eye ; the more {o the better., He will im-
‘prove the differences they will find among
learned and {piritnal men, into an argu-
‘ment to engage them to ftudy the Scripture
more clofely, and to bring every debated
fentiment to be tried and finally determined
by that unerring ftandard. He will teach
them to colle&t the detached portions of
truth wherever they meet with them; to
borrow from all, but to give themielves up
‘implicitly to the dictates of none. For 1
know no author who 1is worthy the honour

and
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of being followed abfolutely and without

referve.

I am told (for I know nothing of Acade-
mies but from hear-fay) that it is cuftomary
for pupils to write after the Tutor, who
reads ]519 le€ture. If I fhould adopt this
cuttom I would not confine myfelf to it.
Such written le€tures, if well executed, muit
be good patterns to form the ftudents to
clofenefs in method and ftile. But I fhould
likewife wifh the Tutor to give them un-
premeditated leCtures. Great Mafters of
mufic (it is faid) frequently feel an impetus
in extempore playing, which enables them
to execute off hand fuch ftrains as they wifh
to repeat, but cannot; their tafte affuring
them that they are {uperior in kind, to what
they can ordinarily attain when they ftudy
and compofe by rule, Thus a Tutor who
thoroughly underftands his fubjeét, and
{fpeaks from the fulnefs of his heart, will,
now and then at leaft, feel a happy moment
when he will {feem to pofiefs new powers.
His thoughts and exprefiions at fuch a time
will have a peculiar precifion and force, and
will pofiibly illuminate and affeét his hearers
more tnan his regular and written leCtures.
When he has done fpeaking let the pupils
retire and comimit to writing what they can.
recolle&t of fuch difcourfes, keeping to his
~method but ufing their own exprcﬁions
Thefe exercifes would engage their atten-

D 2 tion,
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tion, employ their invention and ingenuity,
accuftom them to confider the fame {ubjects
in different lights, and contribute to make
the knowledge they derive from him, more
their own, than by being always confined
to tranicribe line by line what was read to
them.

I would not have the pupils put ﬁpon the
needlefs and hurtful attempt of proving firft
principles. May not a man read leGures

upon optics without previoufly proving the
exiftence of the fun? My Tutor will not

coldly lay before his ftudents the arguments
pro and con, and ‘then leave them to decide
as evidence to them appears, whether there
be a God, or whether the Scriptures be of
divine infpiration, or not. So likewife with
refpect to the different fentiments on the pri-
mary points of Scripture, as whether the Sa-
viour be man, or angel, or God manifett in
the fleth ; or concerning the different accep-
- tations of the words Depravity, Guilt, Faith,
Grace, Atonement and the like—he will
{peak with a becoming confidence and cer-
tainty on which fide the truth lies. He will
indeed furnifh them with {olid confutations
of error, from fcripture and experience, but
- he will take care to let them know that thefe
things are already fettled; and propofed to
zbem, not as candidates for their good opi-
nion, but as tritiis which demand and de-
ferve their attention. My Tutor will net

dogma-
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dogmatize, and expect them to adopt his
opinions without any better reafon than be-
caufe they are his. He will endeavour to
throw every light he is mafter of upon the
fubjet, but at the fame time he will {peak
as a Teacher, not as an Enquirer. As one
who {peaks that which he has known, and’
teftifies that which he has feen. He will not
attempt to fill their head with a detail of all
the cavils which pride and fophiftry have
ftarted againit the truths of God; nor fo far
flatter his pupils, as to {fuppofe them compe-
tent judges when they have wmghed and
compared the feveral argumentations. But
he will rather warn them of their natural
biafs to the erroneous fide, and guard them
againft the arts of thofe, who with fair words
and fine {peeches beguile the unprincipled
and unwary. A Tutor 1s a guide, and if
worthy of his office, muft be able to fay,
without hefitation, ThlS 1s the way, walk ye
in it. Should he be feduced by the fpecious
{founds of candour and freedom of enquiry to
take the oppofite method, and think 1t his duty
to puzzle his {cholars with all the waking-
dreams, objections and evafions by which
men reputed wife have oppofed the ﬁmpll-
city of the faith once delivered to the Samts,
I thould fear they would be more likely to

turn out {ceptics than minifters of the Gof-

pel.
D ; Nor
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Nor thould he, with my confent, lay

down a {cheme of what i1s commonly called
vatural Religion, as a fuz4ffratum wherecn to
build a Religion of Divine Revelation. It
1s needful that he fhould give his pupils a
juft idea of the Religion of fallen Nature,
but he will remind them that the few valu-
able fentiments occzfionally found in the
writings of the heathen Philofophers and
Moralifts were not their otwvn.  They are all
reprefented as having travelled for their
knowledge, and all in the fame route, into
Pheenicia or Egypt, into the neighbourhcod
of the only people who at that time were
favoured with the oracles of God: and may
therefore be juftly {uppofed to have derived
the detached particles of truth they acquired,
from that people, either by immediate con-
verfe with them, or from their infpired
books; efpectally from the time they were
tranflated into the Greek language. He will
point out to them the ftrong probability that
EpiQetus and the latter Philofophers were
equally, or more indebted, to the Chriftians
ind the New-Teftament. With refpe& to
the {ceptical moralifts and reafoners of mo-
dern times, the proof will be ftill clearer
and ftronger, that their beft notions are bor-
rowed from the religion they attempt to de-
reciate. My Tutor in erder to fatisfy them
Eow far the powers of unafiifted fallen na-
ture can proceed in the inveftigation of re-
ligious
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ligious and moral truths, will fet before
them the progrefs which has aGtually been
made in this way by the Negroes in Africa
or the American Indians. With fuch a pic-
ture of natural religion in their view, I
fhould hope they would be led moit cor-
dially to praife God for the ineftimable gift
of his Holy Word, without the help of
which, the boafted hght of nature is dark-
nefs that may be felt.

In my academy I would have no formal
difputations upon points of divinity. If 1t
be neceflary to fharpen or exercife their wits
by difputing, to which under proper regu-
lations I fhould not object, there are topics
in abundance at hand. Let them difpute,
if they pleafe, for or againit the motion of
the carth. Let them determine whethes
Cefar or Pompey was the better man: or,
in what refpeéts Cato, who chofe to die ra-
ther than venture to look Cafar in the face,
difcovered more fortitude or true greatnefs
of mind, than the flave who elapes from his
maiter for fear of the lath. Let them con-
tend whether learning has upon the whole
been produétive of moit good, or of moft
mifchief, to mankind. My Tutor can fup-
ply them with a thoufand queftions of this
kind. But to fet a young man to. put his
ingenuity to the ftretch, either to maintain
a grofs error, or to oppofe a known and im-
portant truth, is in my view not only dan-

D 4 gerous,
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oerous, but little lefs than a fpecies of pro-
fanenefs. What muft the holy angels, who
with humble admiration contemplate the
-wifdom and glory of God difplayed in the
Gofpel, what muft they think of the arro-
gance of finful worms, who prefume f{o far
to trifle with the dolftrines and myfteries he
has revealed, as to degrade them into fub-
jects for {chool exercife, and logical prize-
fighting > Can 1t be peffible to maintain a
fpirit of reverence and dependance amidit the
noife of {fuch malapert difcutfions # And if
the youth to whom the wrong fide of the
queftion 1s committed, {thould by f{uperior
addrefs nonplus and filence his antagonift;

my heart would be in pain for him, left he
thould from that moment be prejudiced a-

gainft the truth which he had infulted with

fuccefs ; and think it really indefenfible, be-

caufe the other was not able to defend it.
Having been {o long on the firft article, 1

muft endeavour to be more bnef on thofc
which follow

II. By facred literature I chiefly mean
Philology, Criticifm, and Antiquities, fo far
as they.are employed in the illuftration of
Scripture. In thefe ftudies, if there be a
proper application in the pupils, little more
will be needful on the Tutor’s part, than to
put fuitable books into their hands, to fuper-
intend their progrefs, and to obviate difficul-
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ties they may meet with. I would wifh
them not only to read the Scriptures in
the Hebrew and Greek originals, but to be
tolerably mafters of the conftrution in both
languages. 'This attainment is certainly not
neceffary to a Minifter ; but they who apply
themfelves to the ftudy of divinity in early
life, will have time encugh to acquire it,
and the acquifition will be well worth their
labor. If not neceflary it will be found very
expedient and ufeful, and when the difficul-
ties of the firft entrance and rudiments are
{urmounted will be very pleafant. The Tu-
tor will then enliven their ftudy, and facik-
tate their advance, by reading a chapter with
them in each Teftament daily or frequently,
intermingling critical or expofitory ftrictures
as he goes along. And he will probably
furnith thofe ftudents who have tafte with
Dr. Lowth’s Prazletiones de Poéfi Hebra,
which will enable them to judge of the ftile
and idiom of the Hebrew Bible, and parti-
cularly of the ftile and beauties of the He-

brew poetry. Blackwall’s facred Claffics
may be added for the Greek.

Since the learned have of late years con-
defcended to lay open the way to the Hebrew
and Greek {criptures, by publithing Lexi-
cons, Grammars and other helps in the Eng-
lith tongue, the knowledge of the Latin is
lefs needful to a bible ftudent than it was
formerly. But as there are many valuable

books
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books in Latin and not yei tranflated, I muft
with our pupils fo far acquainted with the
Latin language as to be able to reaawzood
autiors in 1it. But as they are not to preach
in Latin, an accurate fkill is hardly worth
their attempting, unlefs they have had a
ciaflical {chool education before they come
to the Academy. Themind is incapable of
too many acquifitions, life is fhort, and more
important bufinefs awaits them, in fubfer-
viency to which every taing elfe muft be
conducdted.

Books cf Criticiim and on Scripture-An-
tiquities are at hand in plenty. It will be
impoilible to read them all. The {clection
celongs not to me, but to the Tutor. The
Synopfis Criticcrum, Gedwin and Jennings,
will perhaps te of the number he will chufe.
A good ecciefiajtical hiftory feems to be ftill
a pyenderatum. A mafs of materials, {o far
as 1t goes, is already prepared in the Magde-
burg Centuriators, which affords a firiking
monument of the compilers patience, but it
would likewife require {fome patience in the
reader who fhould undertake to go through
it. Mofheim is perhaps the beft book we
have upon the {ubject, if the reader knows
{fo much of himf{elf and of the work of grace,
as to prevent him from being mified by him,
when treating on fubjects which he does not
appear to have rwhtly underftood. But as
to facts, 1 believe he 1s in general worthy of

credit.
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credit. Bingham’s Antiquities may deferve
infpection, it it be only to thew how foon
and how generally the beautiful fimplicity
of the Gofpel was corrupted by thole who
profefled 1t. Dupin and Dr. Cave’s Hifto-
ria Literaria Scriptorum Eccleliatticorum are
{ti1l more valuable, but the chara&ers of the
writers and their {trong prepofleffions in fa-
vour of antiquity fhculd be known, and al-
10'\\76(1 fOI’.

" III. Much time cannot be allowed in our
academy for the purfuit of polite literature.
But an entrance may be made, and a relifth
for 1t acquired under the diretion and re-
ftraint of the Tutor, which may provide the
{tudents with a profitable amufement for lei-
fure hours 1n future life, for in this know-
ledge they may advance from year to year.
A perufal of fuch books as Rollin on the
Belles Lettres, Bofluet’s Univerfal Hiftory,
Denham and Ray on the Creation, and a few
of our beft Poets, may fuffice while they are
ftudents. Other books will occafionly come
in their way, for the Tutor fhould have a
well-chofen library for the accommodation
of his pupils ; but he will guard them againft
fpending too much time in this line of read-
ing. For though it has its fubordinate ad-
vantages, it may, if too much indulged, di-
vert them from the main point. And they
fhould be taught to refer every thing they

read
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read to the principles of fcripture, to the
knowledge of the heart of man, and the
works, the wa,s, the wifdom and providence
of God. Otherwife reading will only tend
to make them wife in their own conceit.

I make fhort work with this article, and
naften to confider,

IV. What may be helpful (by the divine
bleﬂmﬂf) to enzble the pupils to communi-
cate tine fruits of their knowlcdge to advan-
tage 1n the pllblh.. miniitry, that they may
appear workmen that need not be afhamed.
Fer this, as I have formerly intimated their
chiet and iminediate dependance muit be on
the Lord. He alone can give them a mouth
and wifdom for his fervice ; and without the
unctien from on high, the ftudy of divinaty
and every thing relative to 1t, will be but
lixe learnmg the art of nangatmn on fnore,
which is very different from the kno vledge
neceflary to the mariner, who 1s altualiy
called to traverfe the ocean. But depen-
dance upon the Lord {hould be no difcou-
ra?ement to the ufe of means.

T would have my ftudents good logicians.
The logic of the {chools 1s in a great mea-
fure a cramp, forced, and formal affair, and
may poiiibly have made almoit as many pe-
dants and fophitts as good reafoners. But
Dr. Watts has furnifned us with a fyftem of
logic in a2 more intelligible and amiable form,

and
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anid divefted it of the folemn umpertinencies
with which it was encumbered. As the
riles of grammar are themfelves drawn from
the language they are defigned to regulate,
fo good logic is no more thon the refult of
obfervations upon the powers of the human
mind : and thus we f{ce that many people of
plain fenfc are paflable logicians, though
they never faw a book upon the {ubje&,
and perhaps do not underftand the meaning
of the term. But they may be much affifted
in the habits of thinking, judging and rea-
foning, and in difpofing their thoughts in
an advantageous method, by rules judicioufly
formed and arranged. In this view I judge
Dr. Watts's logic, with his {ubfequent trea-
tife on the improvement of the mind, to be
very valuable. And together with the more
{cientific parts of the {ubject, he will pro-
vide my pupils with a great variety of hints
for their condu&, and for d1ﬁmmnﬂ1mﬁ the
principles and conduét of others. 'lhefe
books fhould be frequently read, and clofely
ftudied, and will afford the Tutor an exten-
five {cope tor their inftruction. Unlefs a
man can concelve and define his {ubject clear-
ly, diftinguifh and enumerate the fever:l
parts, and knows how to caft them into a
convenient order and dependence, he cannot
be a mafterly preacher. And though a good
underftanding may {uperfede the necefiity of

lc:gic:a
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logical rules, it will likewife derive advan-
tage from them.

I have not {o much to fay in faver of ano-
ther branch of artificial affiftance, though
much ftrefs has been fometimes laid upon it.
We muft not however quite omit it; for an
academic will be expetted to know that the
learned have thought proper to give Greek
names to certain forms and figures of fpeech,
in the ufe of which the common people,
without being aware cf their tkill in rhetoric,
are little lefs expert than the learned them-
felves. When he can repeat thefe hard names,
with their etymologies and fignifications,
rhetoric can do but little more for him.
The rules 1t profefies to teach are in general
needlefs to thofe who have genius, and ufe-
lefs to thofe who have none. If a youth has
not a turn for eloquence, ftuffing his head
with the names of tropes and figures will not
give it him. 'To know the names of the
tools in an artificer’s thop is one thing, but
to have fkill to ufe them as a workman is
fomething very different. Here the Tutor
will ufe his difcretion, for if any of his pu-
pils are not likely to be orators, he will take
care that, if he can prevent it, they fhall
not be pedants ; or value themielves on setail-
ing a hift of technical terms, of which they
know neither the ufe nor the application. At
the beft, too much attention to artificial rules
will make but an artificial orator, and rather

qualify
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qualify the ftudent to fet of himfelf than
his fubject. The grand characteriftic of the
Gofpel orator 1s fimplicity. Many years have
pafled fince 1 read De Fenelon’s treatife on
Pulpit Eloquence, butI hope my Tutor will
put it into the hands of his pupils. It re-
mains to enquire,

V. How the pupils are to be affifted and
direCted that they may be able to preach ex-
tempore. An bility which I fuppofe to be
ordinarily attainable by all, who are called of
‘God to preach the Gofpel, if they will di-
ligently apply themf{elves to attain it, in the
ufe of .proper means. I do not expe& they
will fucceed in this way to my with, with-
out prayer, ftudy, effort, and practice. For
as I have already hinted, I mean fomething
more by 1t than {peaking at random.

A well-known obfervation of Lord Bacon
is much to my prefent purpofe. It is to
this effeCt; That Reading makes a full man,
Writing an exat man, and Speaking a ready
man. The approved extempore preacher
muft have a fund of knowledge collected
from various reading ; and 1t would not be
improper to read fome books, with the im-
mediate defign of comparing his ftyle and
manner with approved models. It might be
wifhed, that the beft Divines were always
the beft writers; but the ftyle of many of
them i1s quaint, involved, and obfcure. Some

books
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books that are well written have little elfe
to recommend them, yet may be ufeful for
this purpofe ; and the periodical writings of
Addifon and Johnfon, abound with judi-
cious obfervations on men and manners, be-
fides being {pecimens of ealy and elegant
compofition. Among writers in Divinity
I would recommend Dr. Watts and Dr.
Waither{poon, as good models. By perufing
fuch authors with attention, I hope the Pu-
pils will acquire a tafte for good writing,
and be judges of a good ftyle. Perfpicuity,
clofenefs, energy, and eafe, are the chief
properties of {uch a ftyle. On the contrary,
a ftyle that 1s either obicure, redundant,
heavy or afteted, cannot be a good one.
But I cannot advife them to copy the late
Mr. Hervey. His drefs, though it fits bum,
and he does not look amifs 1n 1t, 1s rather
too gaudy and ornamented for a Divine. He
had a fine imagination, an elegant tafte, and
fhews much precifion and judgment in his
choice of words : but though his luxuriant
manner of writing has many of the excel-
lencies both of good poetry and good profe,
it is in reaiity neither the one nor the other.
An injudicious imitation of him, has {poil-
ed fome perfons for writers, wha, if they
could have been content with a plain and
natural mode of expreffion, might have {uc-

ceeded tolerably well.
The
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The pupil likewife muft write as well as
read, and he fthould write frequently. Let

him fill one common-place book after ano-
ther, with extrats from good authors; this

method, while it tends to fix the paffages
or their import in his mind, will alfo lead
him to make fuch obfervations refpeéting
the order and conftru&tion and force of
words, as will not fo readily occur to his
notice by reading only., Then let him try
his own hand, and accuftom himfelf to
write his thoughts, {ometimes in notes and
obfervations on the books he reads, fome-
times in the form of eflays or fermons. He
will do well likewife to cultivate a corre-
fpondence with a few fele@ friends ; for epif-
tolary writing {eems neareft to that eafinefs
of manner, which a public {peaker fhould
aim at.

I would not have his firft attempts to
fpeak publicly be in the preaching way, or
even upon fpiritual fubjects. It might pro-
bably abate the reverence due to Divine
Truth, to employ it in efforts of ingenuity.
Suppofe the Tutor fhould read to them a
paffage of hiftory, and require them to re-
peat the relation to him the next day, in
their own manner. He would then remark
to them if they had omitted any efiential
part, or ufed improper expreflions. Or they
might be put upon making fpeeches or de-
clamations on fuch occafions or incidents, as

E he



[ 50 1]

he fhould propofe. By degrees fuch of them
ds are judged to be truly {piritual and hum-
ble might begin to fpeak upon a text of
Scripture, in the prefence of the Tutor and
Pupils ; and I thould hope this might, in
due time, become a part of the morning or
evening devotions in the family. But let
them be efpecially cautioned not to trifle
with holy things, nor profane the great {ub-
je€ts of Scripture, by making them mere
exhibitions, and trials of fkill.

Thus by combining much reading and
writing with their attempts to fpeak, and
all under the direction of a judicious Tutor,
I thall have a chearful hope, that the pupils
will gradually attain a readinefs and pro-
priety of {peech; and when altually fent
out to preach, will approve themfelves
fcribes well inftructed in the myfteries of the
kingdom, qualified to bring forth from the
treafury of their knowledge and experience,
things new and old for the edification of
their hearers.

And now I may draw towards a clofe.
There are fome branches of {cience, or what
1s fo called, on which I lay but little {trefs.
I have no great opinion of Metaphyfical
Studies. For Pneumatology and Ethics I
would confine my pupils to the Bible. The
refearches of wife men in this way, which
have not been governed by the word of God,
have produced little but uncertainty, futili-
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ty, or falfehood. My Tutor will, I hope,
think it fufficient to fhew the pupils how
{fuccefsfully thefe wife and learned reafoners
reciprocally refute each other’s Hypothefis.
And if he informs them more in detail of
the extravagancies which have been ftarted
concerning the nature and foundation of
moral virtue ; or of the dreams of Philofo-
phers, fome of whom would exclude matter,
and others would exclude mz:zd out of the
Univerfe; he will inform them likewife, that
he does not thereby mean properly to add to
their ftock of knowledge (for we fhould in
reality have been full as wife if thefe {fubtle-
ties had never been heard of) but only to
guard them againft being led into the mazes
of error and folly, by depending too much
on the reveries of Philofophers.

After this delineation of my plan, 1t will
be needlefs to inform you, that I do not
propofe my Academy to be a {piritual Hot-
bed in which the Pupils fhall be raifed, and
ripened into teachers, almoft immeaiately
upon their admiffion. I have allowed for a
few excepted cafes, but in general it is my
defign, that their education fhall be com-
prehenfive and exact. I would bave them
learn before they undertake to teach; and
their fufficiency to be evidenced by a better
teftimonial than their own good opinion of
themfelves. A {cribe well inftruted, a
workman that needeth not to be athamed,
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an able Minifter of the New Teftament, are
fcriptural expreflions, intimating what ought
to be the qualifications of thofe who under-
take the office of a preacher or vaftor. The
Apoftle expreisly forbids a Novice to be em-
ployed in thefe fervices. And though in
the prefent day this caution is very much
difregarded by perfons who undoubtedly
mean well, yet I believe the negle&t of
fcriptural rules (which are nct arbitrary but
founded in a perte&t knowledge of human
Nature) will always produce great inconve-
niencies. I fhall think a young man of to-
lerable abilities makes a very good 1mprove-
ment of his time, if the Tutor finds him
fit for a&ual fervice, after three or four years
clofe attention to his itudies.

Eut what have I done ?—In compliance
with your requeft, I have been led to give
fuch an undifguifed view of my fentiments
on this interefting {ubjet, that though I feel
myfelf a cordial friend to all fides and par-
ties who hold the head, and agree in the
grand principles of our common faith; I
fear, left fome of every party will be dif-
pleafed with me. I rely on your friendfhip
and your knowledge of me to bear witnefs
for me, that I would not willingly offend
or grieve a fingle perfon. And you can like-
wife teftify, that I did not fet myfelf to
work—that I was much furprized when you
propofed 1t to me ; and that you have reafon

to
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to believe my regard for you, and for the
defign you informed me of, were the only
motives of my venturing upon the tafk you

afligned me.
I have by no means exhaufted the {ubje&,

though I hope I have not omitted any thing
that very materially relates to 1t. If I was
really in Utopia, and to carry my plan into
execution, other regulations would probably
occur, which have at prefent efcaped me.

res, ®tas, ufus,
Semper aliquid apportent novi.

What I have written I {fubmit to the can-
dor of you and your friends: adding my
prayers, that the Great Head of the Church,
the Fountain of Grace, and Author of Sal-
vation, may dire¢t your deliberations, and
blefs you with wifdom, unanimity, and fuc-

" cefs, in whatever you may attempt for the
honour of his name, and the good of fouls.

I am, dear Sir,

Your fincere Friend and Servant,

OMICRON.
May 14, 1482,
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