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As Mr Newton’s Letter has for fome time paft been
handed about, ‘copied, and circulated, to a very confi-
derable extent, the Editor, who is in pofleflion of the
original Manufcripts, with the approbation of all con-
cerned, has been induced to lay it, together with the
greateft part of the Anfwer, and the fubfequent Reflec-
tions of both parties, before the public. Politics in this
Correfpondence feem to be the leaft concern: And he
trufts that the amiable fpirit which the Letters breathe
will recommend them to the attention of the ferious.

Juf publifbed,
By Jounn Ogig, Bookieller, Parliament Clofe, Edinburgh,

Difcourfes an feveral Subje@s, by Robert Fleming,
V. D. M. Price Three Shillings.

Where alfo may be had, Le&ures on Civil and Religious
Liberty, by the Rev. Mr "Williamf{on minifter at
Whitchaven, Price Five Shillings and Sixpence.
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POLITICAL DEBATE, ¢5..

TO THE

REV. MR DAVID WILLIAMSON.

Dear and Reverend Sir,

"I 'nz kind prefent of your book, and your kind
intention in addreffing your fermons to me by
name, deferved a more early acknowledgment.
I am pleafed with every mark of regard from a
Chriftian brother, though I could have withed
not to be held up to public notice: And Mr
] t, who likewife meant well, has made the
bufinefs a little more awkward to me, by ftiling
me Docior,an honour which the Newfpapers in-
formed me (for I have no official intelligence)
has been conferred upon me by the College of
Princetown in America. However, by the grace
of God, I am determined not to affume the title
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of Dotor, unlefs I fthould receive a diploma
from. a College in the New Settlement at Sierra
Leone. The dreary coaft of Africa was the U.-
niverfity to which the Lord was pleafed to fend
me, and I dare not acknowledge a relation to
any other.

I need not exprefs my approbation of your
fermons in ftronger terms than by faying, that I
have feldom met with any thing more congenial
to my own fentiments and tafte. I read them
with great fatisfaGion.

Though I have very little time for reading,
had your whole volume confifted of fuch fer-
mops, I thould have gone through it much foon-
er : But your Le&ures on Liberty, though in-
genious and well written, were not fo intereft-
ing to me. It was therefore longer before I could
find leifure to finith them ; and this has occa-
fioned the delay of my Letter ; for I thought it
would be premature to write till I could fay 1
had read them.

I hope I am a friend to liberty, both civil and
rebgious ; but I fear you will hardly allow it,
when I fay I think myfelf poflfefled of as much
of thefe bleflings, at prefent, as I with for. 1
can, indeed, form an idea of fomething more
perfe& ; but I expe& no perfection in this ftate
And, when I confider the Lord’s queftion,
““ Shall not my foul be avenged on fuch a na-

¢ tion
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« tion as this ¥’ I cannot but wonder that
fuch a nation as this fhould fhll be favoured
with fo many privileges, which we ftill enjoy
and {hill abufe.

Allow me to fay, that it excites both my won-
der and concern, that a minifter, poflefled of the
great and important views exprefled in your two
Sermons, fhould think it worth his while to ap-
pear in the line of a political writer, or expet
to amend our conftitution or fituation, by pro-
pofals of a political reform. When I look a-

round upon the prefent ftate of the nation, fuch
an attempt appears to me no lefs vain and une

reafonable, than i1t would be to paint a cabin
while the fhip is finking, or a parlour when the
houfe is already on fire. My dear Sir, my pray-
er to God for vou is, that he may induce you to
employ the talents he has given you in pointing
out fin as the great caufe and fource of every
exifting evil, and to engage thofe who love and
fear him, inftead of lofing time in political fpe-
culation, for which very few of them are toler-
ably competent, to figh and cry for our abound-
ing abominations, and to {tand in the breach, by
prayer, that, if it may be, wrath may yet be a-
verted, and our national mercies prolonged.
This, I think, is the true patriotifm, the beft, if
not the only way, in which perfons in private
life can ferve their country. For the reft, there

wil}
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will be always dead to bury the dead. The in-
ftruments whom the Lord employs in political
matters are ufually fuch as are incapable of bet-

ter employment. All things and perfons ferve
him ; but there are {ervices under the diretion

of his providence which are not good enough
for his own children. They belong to a king-
dom which is not of this world ; they are ftran-
gers and pilgrims upon earth, and a part of their
{criptural charadter is, that they are the ¢ quiet
<« in the land.”

The reafoning for a more equal reprefenta-
tion in parliament is fpecious ; but, while infi-
delity and proﬂlgacy abound among rich and
peor ; while there 1s fuch a general want of
principle and public {pirit among all ranks ; I
apprehend, that, whatever changes might take
place in this bufinefs, no real benefit will fol-
low. The confequence would rather be the in.
troduéhion of perjury, bribery, drunkennefs, and
riot, into towns, which have hitherto been more
exempted from them than the boroughs. As
the numbers of buyers increafed, fo wouid the
number of thofe who are wiiling to be fold.
And I know that many judicious peopie » Hir-

mingham and Manchelter are fo feafible -+ ‘i,
that they would be forry to have eledii:.ns a-
mong them, though there are exceptiic: |

have {o poor an opinion of the bu/k both ¢ t.e

eleoors
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eleCtors and the eleted, that, I think, if the
feats in the houfe of commons could be deter-
mined by a lottery, abundance of mifchief and

wickednels might be prevented, and perhaps
the nation might be reprefented to as much ad-
vantage by this as by any other method ; but
thefe are not my concerns.

The pofition, that, if the body of a people
are aggrieved, they have a right to redrefs them-

felves, muft be much limited and modified be-
fore 1 can reconcile it to Scripture. I am not

fond of defpots; but I think, if ever there was
one upon earth, Nebuchadnezzar was a defpot.
Whom he woyld he flew, and whom he would
he kept alive ; whom he would he fet up, and
whom he would he put down; Dan. v. 18, 19.

Yet Jeremiah declares, that the Lord had given
him this defpotic power, and had commanded

all the nations to ferve him. Surely, if you
and I had been there, (knowing what we know
now), we thould not have difputed this com-
mand, nor have excited the people, however op-
prefied, to fhake oft the yoke which God him-
felf had put upon them : And if, for our fins,
the Lord fhould put us under the power of the
Ruflians, T fhould rather look to him than to

man for deliverance.
-1 think a heathen faid, ¢ The day which de-
*“ prives a man of his liberty, robs him of half
¢ his
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< his virtues.”” If I was a heathen I fhould fay
fo too. But the Gofpel teaches me otherwife.-
The apoftle expected that believing fervants,
who at that ime, I fuppofe, were chiefly bond-
fervants or flaves, would act from nobler prin-
ciples, and aim at a more fublime end, than the
conception of philofophers had ever reached to.
That they would a& from a regard to the glory
of God our Saviour, and to the honour of his
Gofpel ; Tit. 1. 10.; 1 Tim. vi. 1.; and elfe-
where he fays, 1 Cor. vii. 21. ¢ Art thou call-
“ ed, being fuch a fervant ? care not forit: K
¢ thou mayeft be free, ufe it rather.” If Divine
Providence offers you a manumiflion, accept it
with thankfulnefs ; if not, it 1s but a trifle to
you, who are already the Lord’s freedman;
and, in your moft fervile employments, if fub-
mitted to for his fake, you are accepted of him
no lefs than if you were placed in the moft ho-
nourable and important ftations. The Chnif-
tian, however fituated, muft be free indeed, for
the fon of God has made him fo. On the other
hand, you and I, dear Sir, know how much they
are to be pitied who are frantic for what they
call liberty, and confider not that they are in the
moft deplorable bondage, the flaves of fin and
Satan, and fubject to the curfe of the law, and
the wrath of God. Oh ! for a voice to reach their
hearts, that thev may know themfelves, and feek

deliverance
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deliverance from theiv dreadful thraldom. Sa-
tan has many contrivinces to amufe them, and
to turn their thoughts from their real danger
and none feem mcre eninaring, in the prelent
day, than to engaze them in the cry, ¢ Great
¢ js the Dianz Liberty I blay you and I la-
bour with fuccel: to dire& tiem to the one thing,
which is abfolutely neec'“ul, and abundantly fuf-
ficient: The Socinianz: are rather the moft for-
ward in this cry ; which I {ear will have a bane-
ful influence upon the pcever of religion among
the more evangelical dificnters. An agreement
in political fentiments produces much cordiali-
ty and intercourfc between thole who, in point
of do&rine, have ftocu at t.c greateft diftance.
And already, in {ume pulpits, (proh dolor!) a
defcription of the Rights of Man occupics much
of the time which ufed to be employed in pro-
claiming the glory and grace of ihe Saviour,
and the Rights of God to the lcve and obedi-
ence of his creatures.

As to the Revolution 1n France, I {uppoie no
human perfon was forry when the Daftile was
deftroyed, and the pillars of their oppreflive go-
vernment fhaken. The French had then a great -
opportunity put into their hands. I pretend not
to judge of the political merit of their conftitu-
tion ; but, if I approved it in other refpedts, I
durft not praife it fo ftrongly as you do ; while

B I
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I knew it was planted in atheifm, and has béen
watered with deluges of human blood ; while I
knew it began in infult to Chnftianity, and
aimed at its abolition.

However, their firft admired conftitution is
now at an end, and has no more force than the
repeated oaths by which they bound themfelves
to maintain it. And now, not content with
pleafing themfelves, they are aiming to force
their {chemes upon the furrounding nations. 1
thould call this Quixotifm in the extreme, if I
did not confider them as faws and hammers in the
hand of the Lord. So far as they are his inftru-
ments they will fucceed, but not an inch far-
ther. Their wrath fhall praife him, to the full
extent of its acting, and be fubfervient to his de-
fings ; the remainder of it he will reftrain. And,
when he maketh inquifition for the blood they
have wantonly fhed, and for their defiance of
his great name, neither their phantom liberty,
nor their idol Voltaire, will fcreen them from
his notice.

I am forry for ycur fevere cenfures on the
préfent adminiftration. For, when I compare the
ftate of the nation in the year 1783, or at the
time of the King’s illnefs, with what it is now, I
cannot but think that the providence of God
raifed up Mr P—t for the good of thefe king-
doms, and that no man could do what he has

done
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done unlefs 3 blefling from on high had been

upon his counfels and meafures. I fpeak fim-
ply ; having nothing to hope, or, as I think, to
fear, from men in power, I am not concerned
to vindicatc the conduct of miniftry in the
lump ; but I believe, though it be eafy to draw
up theories and fchemes in the clofet, which
may look very pretty and plaufible upon paper,
dificulties will occur, in the adminiftration of a
great people, which can {carcely be conceived of
by perfons in private life. And, with refpedt to
Britain at prefent, I believe, if the prophet Da-
niel was at the head of our affairs, or if all our
minifters were angels, the corruption and vena-
lity of the times would labour hard to counter-
act their defigns.
There is no new thing under the fun. When
I read Saluft’s account of the Jugurthan war, I
feem to read (mutatis mutandis) cur own hifto-
ry. The wealth and luxury which followed the
fuccefles of Lucullus in Afia foon deftroyed all
appearance of public fpirit in Rome. Our ac-
quifitions in the Eaft have had a fimilar effe.
I know fome perfons who, after giving full proof
of their incompetency to manage their own pri-
vate affairs, after having ruined their families
by diflipation, and ftained their charalters by
fraud and bankruptcy, have prefently fet up for
national reformers. I am very forry they thould
feem
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feem to have the fan&ion of fuch a name as
your’s.

I know not even the names of the gentlemen
who compofe the Society of ¢ Thae friends of
¢“ the people,” and confequently have no pre-
judice againfl their charallers. But you your-
felf are forry, «»d feem furprifed that they fhould
adopt a euldogivm upon Mr Paine. I am forry
likewife, but I am not furprifed. Ex pede Her-
culem ! I rely more upon this feature, than on
all thar declarations. When you fay that, al-
lowing them to be men of penetration, nothing
more 1s neceflary to eftablifth the purity of their
intentions, 1t founds very ftrange to me, when
I confider 1t as the fentiment of the author of
the two fermons which I have read with fo
much pleafure. Surely it cannot accord with
your knowledge of human nature !

When our Lord was upon earth, he refufed
to be a judge or a divider. And he faid after-
wards, “ My kingdom 1s not of this world ; if
¢ 1t were, then would my fervants fight.” 1
fhould think, as Peter thought, that, if any
thing could have juftified refiftance in a dif-
ciple, that was the time when Jefus was appre-
hended by wicked men, to be condemned and
crucified ; but his Mafter rebuked his zeal. 1
think that, as Chnitians, we have nothing to
expet from #his world but tribulation, no peace

but
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but in him. If our lot be fo caft that we can
exercife our miniftry free from f{iripes, fines,
imprifonment, and dcath, 1t is more than the
gofpel has promiled us. It Chriftians were
quiet when under the government of Nero and
Caligula, and when perfecuted and hunted like
wild bealts, they ought to be not only quict but
very thankful now. It was then accounted an
honaur to fuffer for Chrift. Of late, the Rights
of Man are pleaded as a proteltion from the of-
fence of the crofs.

Had I been in France fome time ago, and if
by going between the contending parties I could
have reconciled them, I certainly ought to have
done it. But, to take a part in their diiputes
my{elf, and to become openly and warmly a Ja-
cobin or a Feuillant, would be ridiculous 1n me,
it all my connections and interefts were in Eng-
land, and I expelted iIn a few weeks to leave
France forever. In this view I confider myfelf
now. If I had wildom or influence to footh
the angry paflions of mankind. whether Whigs
or Yories, I would gladly employ them ; but,
as to myfelf, I am neither Whig nor Tory, but
a friend to both. 1 am a ftranger, and a pil-
grim. My Ilsairevpua, my charter, my rights,
my trealures, are, 1 hope, in heaven, and there
my heart ought to be. In lefs than a few weeks
1 may be removed, (and perhaps fuddenly,) into

the
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the unfean world, where all that caufes fo much
buftle upon earth at prefent will be no more
to me than the events which took place among
the Antediluvians. How much then does it
import me, to be found watching with my loins
girded up, and my lamp burning, diligently en-
gaged in my proper calling. For the Lord has
not czlled me to fet nations to right, but to
preach the Gofpel, to proclaim the glory of his
Name, and to endeavour to win fouls. Happy
1s that fervant, whom his Lord, when he cometh,
fhall find fo doing! In the hour, when death
fhall open the door into eternity, many things
which now aflume an air of importance, will be
found light and unfubftantial as the bafelefs fa-
bric of a vifion.

1 know not whether the length and freedom
of my letter may not require an apology, as
much as my long filence. But, as I give you
full credit for what you fay of your candour
towards thofe who differ from you in fenti-
ment, | am the lefs apprehenfive of offending
you. From the perufal of your fermons, I
have conceived a great refpe&t and affeftion for
you. Though we may not meet upon earth, 1
truft we fhall meet where all are perfetly of
one mind. In the mean time, 1 fet you down
in my heart as a friend and a brother. "As I
was forced to write, both duty and love obliged

me
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me to be faithful and free in giving you my
thoughts.

I recommend you to the care and bleffings of
of the Great Shepherd and Saviour, and res
main for his {ake,

Reverend Sir,
Your affetionate friend and brother,
]J. N.
London, Coleman Street Buildings_
November 28. 1792. }

TO THE

REV. Mr JOHN NEWTON.
Reverend and Dear Father,

I received your letter in the ordinary courle
of poft, and I could not anfwer to my own
mind, had I delayed acknowledging my obli-
gations to you a moment longer than the im-
mediate duties of my ftation required me to do
it. I very well knew that your political fenti-
ments differed extremely from mine; but that
difference never, for a moment, abated my re-
{pect for you as a Minifter of the Gofpel, or my

regard
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regard for you as a Chriftian. I do not pretend
to infallibility ; and, as my own judgment has
often been wrong, I have no reafon at all to
quarrel with thofe who think it what I have
often found it to be. 1 fhall, in anfwer to your
letter, as briefly as I can, ftate the particulars in
which I differ from you; and, as the whole
difference is about politics, I hope it will not
deprive me of your inftructions in matters of
infinitely more value, nor in the leaft leffen
that warm affection I have borne to you ever
fince I became acquainted with you as a Divine.
In the frit place, you feem to think it incon-
fiftent with the charater of a Minifter of the
Gofpel to writc upon politics. There I ought
to differ frcm you with very great modefty, as
my cidfering may be thought to be in my own
defence. Were I a folitary inftance of a Preach-
cr of the Gofpel meddling with fubjects of that
kind, I fthould certainly have had reafon to fuf-
net that I had wandered from my proper
place. But you cannot be ignorant, that a
zeal for true Religion, and the love of liberty,
have feldom, in the Hiftory of the R eformation,
been found feparate. 1 might quote Luther,
Calvin, and almoft all the reformers, to prove
the fa&. In England, the Puritans were long
the zealous friends ef evangelical truth, and
likewife the only fupporters of political and ci1-

vil
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vil liberty; whereas Laud, and almoft all the o-
ther enemies of the Gofpel, were the preachers
of paflive obedience, and the -divine right of
Kings. Dr Owen wrote upon politics ; and in
the prefent century I might mention, among fe-
veral others, the celebrated Mr Bradbury. Thefe
were zealous for what they accounted liberty ;
and you will allow that they are to be ranked
among the beft writers in theology. From the
remainder of corruption in the hearts of good
men there is much danger, I allow, of their
having their affetions drawn away from things
of vaftly more importance, when they write
upon thofe which are not immediately connec-
ted with the Gofpel of Chrift. I hope, I feel,
what the apoftle calls the body of fin and death ;
for, to be infenfible of it, is to be completely un-
der its power ; and that there is no exercife in
which I engage from which the evil heart of
unbelief will not bring the materials of tempta-
tion; but I am not convinced that 1t is incon-
fiftent with the charafter of a Minifter of the
Gofpel to offer his fentiments to the world,
concerning what he thinks to be the beft me-
thod of providing for the prefent happinefs of
mankind, in fo far as that happinels is afteted
by civil government. If politics become the
principal part of a minifter’s bufinefs ; if, while
he difcufies the rights of men and of nations,

C his
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his flock be negleted, and the rights of thofe
whom Chrift hath purchafed with his own
blood facrificed, I grant he a&s a moit un-
faithful and unrighteous part. But I hope this
has not, though I am conicious of much un-
worthinefs, been altogether my cafe. The judg-
ments of God, we have indeed much reafon to
fear, will come upon us as a nation, for our in-
numerable violations of His law, and our con-
tempt of His Gofpel ; and therefore, we have
much reafon to figh and to cry for all our abo-
minations, and to ftand in the breach by prayer,
that our fins may be forgiven, and our mercies
may be prolonged. But I do not fee that our
truft in God ought to make us negligent, even
about the natural means of our profperity as a
nation ; I would not think that farmer a better
Chriftian than his neighbours becaufe he fpent
his time wholly in prayer, and neglefted to im-
prove his farm in that manner which experience
points out to be neceflary ; though, were he to
labour without trufting in God for his {uceefs,
[ fhould not confider him as a Chriftian at all.
As the Golfpel of Chriil requires diligence in
bufinefs, as well as fervour of fpirit, I think a
man may ferve God by them both. 1 beheve
that in ordinary cafes, that, kingdom will prof-
per beft in which there is moft political - wif-
dom in the rulers; and that that quality is often

tound
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found where there is none of the wifdom that
is from above. I acknowledge that all depends
upon God, and that he often taketh the wife in
their own craftinefs; but f{till I cannot think
that he has given men reafon as a talent they
ought to bury. I with its 1mprovement had
been confined to politics, and thofe other {cien-
ces which are its proper fubje&ts. But I proceed
to take fome notice of thofe things in which
our political fentiments differ ; and here, I do
not mean to enfer into controver{y, Lut to
ftate my fentiments with the fame plainnefs
which you have ufed.

I was extremely forry to fee fome obferva-
tions in your Me:iiah which I thought were
too favourable to the old doctrines of paflive o-
bedience, and non-refiftance. They are the on-
ly fentiments in all your works to which I can-
not fubicribe ; in your letter you repeat them.
I do not fee, upon the principles you have laid
down, how the Revolution in 1688 can be jui-
tified ; for, if the people have no nght to refiit
tytanny in what manner they pleafe, our ancei-
tors certainly did wrong, when they tauifhed onc
family, and-called another to the throne. The
preflent Confhtution in Church and State muit
hkewife- be built upon rebellion, and every
friend to it is a rebel againft the laws of God.
[f the inftance of Nebuchadnezzar has any re.

latinn;
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lation to the ordinary ftate of human affairs, the
Revolution I formerly mentioned was the moft
anjuftifiable thing in the world ; for James was
not, by many degrees, either fo abfolute or fo
tyrannical as the Babylonian Prince. I fhall
not, at prefent, fpend time in examining what
is the precife meaning of the word command m
the paffage of Scripture you have quoted. In
whatever fenfe we take 1t, 1t does not appear to
me conclufive reafoning to fay, that becaule
God fome thoufand years fince commanded, in
one inftance, all nations to ferve a dcipot,
therefore paffive obedience and non-refiftance
are his univerfal commandments to all men in
every age. I acknowledge that thofe nations
to whom it was given were bound by 1it;
and if that tyrant were alive, the obligation
might ftill continue. I need not obferve to you,
that there were many commandments given un-
der the Old Teftament difpenfation which made
no part of God’s moral law to men; but you
cannot be ignorant that there are many inftan-
ces of men refifting fimilar tyranny, and doing
it by the commandment of God himfelf. The
whole Book of Judges is full of them. The
moral law of God cannot contradiét itfelf ; but
God may at different times give pofitive com.
mandments to men which are oppofite

" The
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The arguments you take from the ‘obedienee,
the firft Chriftians gave to Nero, &c. I have
endeavoured to anfwer in the leCtures on civil
and religious liberty, by fthewing, that a con-
trary condu&t would have been deftruftive of
the rights of men and of nations.

We ought no doubt to pity thofe who are
frantic about liberty, and are themlfelves the
flaves of fin and Satan; but, furely our pity
thould be extended equally to thofe who are
frantic for paflive obedience to the laws of men,
or rather of a man, and yet boldly trample on
the laws of God.

You fay you are forry for my fevere cenfures
on our adminiftration ; Iaflure you, my worthy
Father, I have found many perfons who think
I am partial to it, and that this is one of the
greateft faults of my book.

I refpe the rights of the French nation to
choofe a government for themfelves, though
they thould choofe what I reckon the moft ab-
furd one in the world ; and therefore, fo far as
the rights of nations are concerned, I muft wifh
well to the independence of that people, fo long
as I am a friend to juftice. Though my neigh-
bour be a Socinian, or even an Atheifl, I could
not with to fee him robbed, becaufe God has
commanded me to love him ; and I fhould, I

confefs, think it extremely hard if any perfon
told
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told me, when I pled his caufe, that I mutit cer-
tainly approve his principles, or his a&ions, o-
therwife I would nct fiand up m his defence.
It is fufhcient to juftify me, that he is a man,

and has a nght to his property by the laws of
God.

L

I muft beg to fet you right in one parti-
cular. lf you look again to the conclufion of
the leCtures and reflections, you will find that
it is not the Society of the Friends of the Peo-
ple who have adopted a eulogium on Mr
Paine, but the Society for Conftitutional infor-
mation, which 1s quite another fociety, and
feems to be a&tuated by very different views.
When 1 fpeak of the purity of the intentions
of the former fociety, I am a httle furpnfed
that you fhould fuppofe me to mean purity in
the Gofpel fenfe of the word. By purity, I
meant nothing more, in the place you mention,
than the correfpondence of their intentions
with their profeflions of being friends to a mix-
ed government ; nor did 1 at all mean that
this purnity was produced by their penetra-
tion, but that, in the prefent cafe, penetration
was a fufficient teft of it; becaufe, were their
intentions hoftile to the government of their
country, they muft immediateiy iee that they
were defeating them.

Here
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Here then, 1 leave politics. I affure you 1
took in perfe& good part the letter you wrote
me ; and, though I am forced to differ very much
from your political fentiments, I refpei you in
the charaer of a divine, as much as ever, and
love you even more. ASs you entered on the
{fubje&, Ithought I could not ufe you well with-
out writing my {fentiments freely. 1 have done
it; and as I hope you will write me again when
you can find leifure ; as we both underftood one
anothers fentiments on political {ubjefts, and -
are not likely to agree; and as we have an in-
exhauftible fubjet, the exceeding riches of
God’s grace, in his kindnefs to us through
Chrift Jefus, in the celebration of which we are
agreed ; I wifh to hear from you on this, and
to let the other {ubjects drop.

I muit conclude this letter by thanking you
for the poem you fent me: I have derived far
more pleafure from it than the beft political
writer 1n the world could give.

Politics have been, and may yet be, my a-
mulement ; but divimity is my bufinefs, and 1
hope God is my portion. 1 will thank you, if

you have another copy of the poem, to fend me
1t : 1 with that othcrs may perufe it, and be en-

couraged to tafte and fee that God is good, and
that they who truft in him are blefled. I hope,

it God fpare me, to fee you in London fome
time
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time next fummer : Indeed I would rather fee
you, and fpend fome time with you, than any
minifter of ftate or prince in Europe. I hope
the freedom of my letter will not difpleafe you :
I will not difguife my fentiments when I am
called upon to explain them ; but there is not a
man in the world I would be more forry to of-
fend than you: I fhall love and refpe& you
while I live ; and I hope to Ipend an eternal fab-
bath with you in heaven, where all our politics
will be to adore the Lamb that was flain, and
hath redeemed us to God by his blood. And,
now my father, and my friend, I will not prefs
you for a letter ; but fo foon as you have leifure
to write me one, it will, 1 hope, revive me.
Though I cannot fubfcribe to the political part
of your’s, the religious part of it was as cold
water to a thirfty foul. May God long preferve
your life as a blefing to his church ; and, when
your labours are finifhed, may you enter into
reft, and fleep in Jefus. This is, and will, fo
long as we both live, be the daily and fervent
prayer of My Reverend and Dear Father,
Your refpetful and affetionate .
- D. W.




Mr Newton’s Remarks on the preceding Letter.

r. WasTHer the revolution in 688 was
right or wrong, 1s no affair of mine ; I had no
hand in bringing it about : My bufinefs is only
with the powers that be; and to them I would
yield peaceful obedience, if I lived in Rufha.
In matters of conicience, if 1 could not obey, I
would pray for grace to enable me to fuffer as a
Chriftian ; 1. Peter 4.

* 2. The ftrain of the duke of B———k’s ma-
nifefto might lead one, without the fpirit of pro-
phecy, to expeét that the Lord would probably
pour contempt upon fuch a haughty worm. But
I do not think his failure a proof that the Lord
fights for the French : He can humble the duke
of B k, and call them to an account like-
wife. My heart aches with the forebodings I feel
for that unhappy nation: They have fet the
Lord of hofts himfelf at defiance ; and, though
his mercy is infinitely beyond the bounds of my
{canty apprehenfion, as they h'.ve prefumed and
put it to iffue with him whether he be the go-
vernor of the earth or not, 1cannot but be-
lieve he will plead his own caufe, and make
them know that he is the Lord.

D 1.

* This relates to a part of the above letter, which is
omitted in the publication.
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3. I cannot believe that an aflembly of athe-
its and libertines (fuch were the majority at
leafl, and efpecially the leading men in it) thould
fit down feriouily to intend a plan, fuppofing
them able to contrive it, for the real good of
mankind, or of nations. My knowledge of
what human nature is, when left to itfelf, war-
rants me to think, that pride, avarice, and re-
venge, had a large fhare in their councils. One
inftance is come to light : They put the buft of
their great Mirabeau on high ; they have now
taken it down.

4. Dr Owen, Dr Goodwin, and latterly Mr
Bradbury, were great and good men. .But 1
have always thought, and ftil think, that their
interference with politics was a great blemifh
on their chara&er. If Martin’s account be true,
that Dr Owen being invited to a political meet-
ing, after beginning the bufinefs with prayer,
faid with a loud voice, of Richard Cromwell,
He muf down, and bhe fhall down! 1 think it
was a very rafh and indecent fpeech for a gof-
pel minifter. Mr Neale fays, ¢ the writer of Dr
«“ Owen’s life difcredits the ftory, though, in
“ my opinion, it is very probable, for the Dr
¢ inclined tv a commonwealth.” Mr Brad-
bury’s political zeal likewife led him to join in
finging fongs in a tavern, a place in which I
would not chufe to be feen upon fuch an oc-

cafion.
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.
cafion. I hope I have profited by thefe great
men, but I would not copy th.ir fanlts, You
plead therr example; and 1 am afraid others
will plead your’s. We have one perfedt pattern,
even Chrift, and his apoftles drank deeply into
his fpirit. But I am afraid there are but fow
examples out of the New Teftamnent that we*
can fafely follow without caution and difcrimi-
nation. But, 1if I may follow any frail man, I
choofe Leighton for my guide ; of whom it is
recorded 1n "1s life, that when blamed by fome,
for not prea.hingy to the times, he anfwered, if
all the bretiiren have preached according 10 the
times, may not one poor brother be fuffered to
preach 2o Jfernity.

5. I have no right to contradit vou, when
vou fay you can amufe yourfelf with politics
without {uffering detriment. I am almoft cer-
tain I could not. Lono experience has taugln
ine, that I cannot be comfortable, either in mv
public work, or my private walk, unlefs I am as
much as poflible totus in i/lis.  You will allow
e however to hint, though ycu kaow it, taat
we are not proper judges 1n our own caufe, and
are lable, through the deceitfulne{s of our ovi
hearts, even when we mean well, to be drawu
{ooner and farther from the right path than we
are aware. 'The moft upright have reafon to
maintain a jealoufy of themiclves, with regard

1O
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to their favourite purfuits. But, admitting that
your mind 18 fo ftrong, and fo powerfully im.-
prefled with the life and influence of divine
truths, that you can in this way amufe yourfelf,
without {uffering lofs yourfelf, perhaps iome
who look up to you as their guide, and follow
you as their pattern, may not be fo well efta-
blifhed ; and, for want of your {pirituality, what
13 amufement to you, may be hurtful and en-
fnaring to them. Upon the apoitle’s principles,
1. Cor. 8. 13. I wou!d not openly and warmly
meddle with politics while the world ftandeth,
left I fhould caufe my weak brother to offend.

Mr Williamfon’s Obfervations on Mr Newton’s
Remarks.

1. You tell me that it is no bufinefs of your’s
to determine, whether the Revolution in 1688
was right or wrong, as you had no hand in
bringing it about. Here I muft beg leave to

differ from you. In the decifion of this quel-
tion,
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tion, the controverly about pafiive cbedience
and none-refiftance is fettled.  If that revolution
be defenfible on the principles of {cripture and
reafon, you muft either abandon your principles
with refpet to civil government, or retain them,
which, I am fure, you would not wifh to do 1n
oppofition to the higheit authority. On the o-
ther hand, if you believe paflive obedience and
non-refiftance to be the precepts of chriftianity,
you muft certainly condemn every action which
is inconfiftent with them, and, by confequence,
you muft pronounce the conduct of the Englith
nation at that period to have been a rebellion
againft both God and their prince.

2. You fay your bufinefs is only with the
powers that be, and that to them you would give
obedience, if you were in Ruffia. I muft take
the liberty to obferve, that here you have entire-
ty departed from the original queftion about
which we differed in our fentiments. That
queflion was, as you yourfelf {tated it, whether,
when the body of a nationis injured, the people
have a right to redrefs themielves in whatever
manner they pleafe, i. e. whether, in fuch a cafe
they have a right to depofe their rulers, and to
change the formof their government. To prove
that they have not this right, you quoted a pai-
fage of {cripture, in which all nations were com-

manded
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manded to ferve Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba-
bylon. But you liave dropped that controverfy,
znd brought in another fubje&t, which has not
the fmalleft connettion with the ornginal one,
and which I will never difpute with you. I
rea'iv allow that paflive obedience is due from
everv individual to thofe inititutions which have
the faniion of the majority of that fociety of
which he is a member, in every inftance in
which {uch inftitutions de not interiere with the
commanaments oi heaven ; and 1 have been at
folae pains in the leQures on civil and religious
fiberty to fhew that this is a principle on which
the very exiftence of fociety depends. 1 have
always obferved that the advocates for paflive
obedience, either from inattention or fomething
worfe, (I am confident that the firft only can be
your cafe), apply thofe paflages of {cripture, in
which individuals are required to fubmit them-
felves to the laws of their country, to the duties
which nations owe to their rulers ; as if the a-
poftle’s letter to the Romans had been a mani-
fefto direted to all the fubjects of the empire,
and not an epiftle to a handful of Chriftians at
Roms. this is juft as abfurd as if any man
would argue, that becaufe the gofpel forbids pri-
vate revenge, and requires the forgivenefs of in-
jories, it prohibits the magiftrates of every Chrii-
tian country from punithing thofe perfons who

violate
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violate its laws, and fo turn thofe precepts which
are defigned for the fupport of fociety to its de-
ftru¢tion. Were I in Ruflia, I would give obe-
dience to the civil magiftrates as readily as you
would do ; and I would do it, not only for <wrath,
but for confcience fuke, as the apoitle {peaks.
However tyrannical and abfurd the government
of that country is, the body of the pcople are fa-
tisfied with it, and indeed have no notion of any
thing more perfe&t. So long, theretore, as chis
is the cafe, I am as much bound by its laws as
if they were thofe of the beft conflituted govern-
ment in the world. When the precepts of Chrif-
tianity require that obedience from one, they
require no more than what I am antecedently
bound to give by the very coaititution of {fociety
itfclf. Here Chnitianity only confirms the law
of nature. Though it brinE:;s In @ new motive of
ation, and requires me to obey for the Lord’s
fake, 1t does not enlarge the extent of the obe-
dience I owe to the commandments of men. But
let me turn the fuppofition of vour living in
Ruflia to the point in difpute between us. 1
fhall fuppole that you were now in that country,
and that the people in gencral had their vicws
futhciently enlarged to difcover the true end of
government, and the abiurdity of their prefent
form of it; that they were ftruzsling with an
arbitrary court for that liberty which the fub-

- ’
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wecis of Britain enjoy ; having made the fup-
pofition, let me afk you, what part you would
confider vourfelf bound to alt in thefe circum-
{tances ¢ If you fay you would take no part at
all, I muft obferve, that 1 cannot pofhbly fee
how vou could remain neutral. If you believe,
as I do, that every nation® has a right to enjoy
liberty, you could much lefs be an unconcerned
fpeftator, when millions were robbed of their
beft temporal inheritance, than when an indi- -
vidual was robbed of his property. You muft
confider the a& of violence as the more atroci-
cus in proportion to the extent of the mifchief
it occafions. Should you, on the other hand,
confider paflive obedience to princes and rulers
as one of the doftrines of Chriftianity, I do
not underftand how you could in confcience a-
void teaching what you muft reckon a duty
particularly neceflary at fuch a conjuntture.
Allow me to obferve, that the anfwer which
ought to be given to the queftion I have put
decides the whole controverfy between us. If
an arbitrary government may be refifted by the
body of the people, much more, in a limited one
fuch as our’s, may they, when the compact be-
tween them and their rulers i1s broken, exact
the forfeiture. What you fay of living in Ruf-
fia, brings to my mind a fentence in your for-

mer letter : You fav, that fhould God, for out
nns.
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fins, bring this country under the power ot
Ruflia, you would look more to him, than to
men for deliverance. We are perfectly agreed
in the cafe you have put; as our whole hope of
{orgivenefs muit depend on the mercy of God,
fo our whole hope of fuccefs againft our ene-
mies ought to be fixed on the bletfing of his
providence. And, yet 1 am afraid there muft
be fome difference of opinion between us. [
would reckon that, in this cafe, we were want.
ing in our duty, both to ourfelves and to our
pofterity, did we not levy the moft numerous
army, and equip the moft formidable fleet, that
the circumftances of our condition would allow
us to do, and animate one another to the com-
bat. Be of good courage, and let us behave our-
Jelves waliantly for our people, and for the cities of
sur God ; and let the Lord do that which is right
in his fight. _

But, to return to that fubmiflion which indi-
viduals owe to the voice of a nation: Should
the parliament of Great Britain place the king
above the laws, and render him abfolute as the
Grand Signior ; if they did it with the general
confent of the nation, I maintain that you and
I, and even the moft refpetable minority, are
as much tied down to non-refiftance as we are
at prefent. ‘The laws which are ordained with
the confent of the majority of any fociety, fo

E lang
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long as they are equal, conftitute the whole of
the rights of every individual. Had the Na-
tional Convention of France alted upon this
principle, which is the very bafis of all political
liberty, they would not have correfponded with
fattious clubs in this country, whofe profeffed
intention is to fubvert a conftitution revered by
the great body of the people.

3. That God fought for the French when
that nation was invaded by the armies of the Em-
peror and the King of Prufia, both you and I
muit believe, as we are firmly perfuaded that
not a fparrow can fall to the ground without his
care and fuperintendance. The Frenci atheitts,
indeed, believe nothing of this, and therefore
they muit afcribe their vitory to chance, or to
their own difcipline or courage. What judg-
ments the infidelity and wickeduefs of that na-
tion may draw down on them, I confefs myfelf
~ utterly unable to determine. But, if rbey fuffer,
and we elfcape, 1t 1§ certainly, as you acknow-
ledge, much more than we deferve. 1 ever was
an enemy to the levelling principles of the
French government; I reprobated their intro-
du&ion into this country ; and 1 was always a-
fraid they would throw the people who adopted
them into a ftate of anarchy and difcord. But Ial-
ways thought, and ftill continue {5 think, that the
French had a night to chcofe the form of govern-

ment

.
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ment under which they were to live ; and thai,
though every individual of the human race
inight examine their political principles, yet all
the nations of the world put together could ne-
ver, confiftently with juilice, pretend to choofe
a government for them. Iad the people of
France continued to treat the rights of other na-
tions with the fame veneration which they chala
lenged to their own, though their caufe had been
attended with no better fuccels than that of Po-
land, I would {till have confidered it as the caufc
of juftice and moderation. When they invaded
the Auftrian Netherlands, they were received by
the natives as tricnds and deliverers. In that
chara&er 1 withed them fuccefs: But, the mo-
ment I was convinced, (I paid but little regard
to the firlt vague reports circulated 1n the Newi-
papers), that they attempted to force their prin-
ciples of liberty and equality upon thofe provin-
ces, I could only recognize the.:. .n the charac-
ter of oppreflors. Such men, whatever their pro-
feflions are, I amn never forry to fee humbled.
When the National Convention, in the accumu-
lated charatters of acculers, judges, and witnef-
fes, without law, and in oppofition to one of the
firlt maxims of liberty and juftice, paffed the fen-
tence of death on their degraded monarch, when
they fuffered that fentence to be executed with
a barbarity fhocking to the .eciing: of human

nature,
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nature, their condué& ftruck me with indignation
mingled with horror. The murders perpetrated
by Marat, Roberipierre, &c. excited my detefta-
tion ; but, as they were the arts only of a del-
perate fathion, I thought it unjuft to charge
them to the account of the people in France.
The murder of their prince was the a&t of the
naticn ; and, fo foon as 1 knew that it was com.
mitic:, I teiieved the day of etribution was not
far ofi. I have not been furprifed to hear that
difgrace and defeat have attended every meafure

they have adopted fince that time. With regard
to their domeftic concerns, I have only one thing
to obferve. If the principles of atheifm be o ge-
nerally received as we are taught to believe
they are, it is a matter of very little conlequence
under what form of governmeut they fhall

choofe to live. Were it the beft in the world,
fo foon as the belief of a God and his provi-
dence is exploded, focicty, by the natural courfe
of things, as well as by the judgments of heaven,
muft be on the very point of fome violent dif-
ruption. Here therefore we are agreed. The
fum of my principles, with refpeét to the French,
is this : So long as they fought only for the en-
joyment of their own opinions, 1 wifhed them
fuccefs : So foon as they fought to impofe them
on others, 1 h0p$% th_‘e)f would be difappointed.

FINTIS.




