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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following Scrmon s not offered as an exal?

Copy of that which was preached upon the Occafion;
but 1t is as much fo, as RecolleCiion, after a con-
Sfideradle Interval, could fupply.  Several Particu-
lars are, probably, omitted, fome may bave been
traxfpofed, and, poffibly, a jew added; but the Sub-
flance of both 1s the [ame.

The Church-wardens of St. Paul’s, Deptford, and-
many of ihe Parifbioners who heard if, to whom the
Memory of their late Minifler s precious, baving
expreffed a Defirc of feeing 1t in Print; in Com-
pliance with their Wifbes, and from a Hope that
the Perufal of it may, by the Blefing of God, be
wfcful to others alfo, it 1s now publiffed.
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S E R M O N, &

I Tuess, . S.

So, being affeciionately defirous of you, we were
wiz’iz}zg 10 have z'f;zparz‘ed unto you, not the gofpel
of God only, but alfo our own fouls, becaufe ye
qere dear unto us.

N aftive undaunted zeal in the {ervice of
God, and a peculiar tendernefs of affec-

tion towards his people, were happily and emi-
nently combined in the character of St. Paul.
The latter appears in none of his writings to
greater advantage, than 1n this epiftle, and par-
ticularly n this chapter.  He had been made very
ufeful to the Theflalonians, and was greatly be-
loved by them. Nany of them had recéived the
gofpel which he preached, not * iz aword only,
but in power 3 and were effcclually turied, by grace,
from dead idols, to ferve the lvmg ond the frue
God. 1hey likewile were very dear to him; and
being now at a diftance from them, he writes to
confirm their faith ana hope, to aninate and di-
ret their condué. And he takes many occafions
of reminding them, of the peculiar regard he had

* I Theil. 1. Oy Qs
A 3 : borne
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borne them from the firft, and how near they {hll
were to his heart: that his love for them, which
had {weetened all his labours and fufferings when
he was among them, made him fhll {olicitous for
their welfare, and enabled him to rejoice on their
account, while he was fuffering bonds and im-
prifonment at Rome.

The verfe 1 have read, is one pafifage, out of
many in the New Teftament, where our tranfla-
tion does not fully come up to the {pirit and
beauty of the original. Not that 1t 15 unfaithful
or faulty; it is chiefly owing to the difference
of the languages. T believe we have no fingle
word in the Englith tongue, to exprefs the energy
of the Greek term, which he ufes in the be-
oinning of the vere; and therefore our tranflators
have employed two *.  Bemng affectionately defirous
of you. It denotes a defire connected with the
fineft and moft tender feelings of the heart; not
like the degrading felfith defire of the mifer for
cold, but {uch an emotion (according to his own
beautiful illuftration in the preceding verfe) as
that with which the nurfe, the mother while a
nurfe, contemplates her own child. Being thus
difpofed towards you, F we were wi/ling—but the
Greek is more emphatical.  We efteemed 1t our
plealure, our juy, the very height of our withes,
to impart unto you the gofpel of God, to put you
into our own place, to communicate to you, by
the gofpel, all that comfort and firength, and joy-
ful hope, which we have received from it our-
{clves. Yea, further, to have imparted to you
our own fouls alfo; that is, to devote our whole

- - . " - H. - e
* bERS O VEE Foavobripars

ftrength,
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firength, time and ftudy, to this very end, to
{fpend and be fpent for you, and to be ready to
{eal our teftimony with our blood, if this were
needful to your eftablithment, becaufe ye are dear
unto us ¥, excecdingly dear unto us, The fame
word is ufed (for the language of mortals will
not afford a ftronger) Matt, 11l 17. This is my
beloved Son.

When I thought of preaching to you this day,
and of mingling my tears with yours, the occa-
fien fuggefted the choice I have made of a text;
and the countenances of many of you, convince
me that I have not made an improper choice.
Another congregation might have been led, from
what I have already faid, to {ympathize with the
Thefialonians, in what they muft have felt when
they were deprived of {uch a minifter and friend.
But yoxr minds are engaged by a fenfe of your
own lofs. You have reafon. You acknowledge
and feel, that if I withed (as I certamnly did) to
felet a text, which might, while you heard 1it,
ftrongly imprefs your minds with the idea of my
dear friend, your late Paitor, and recal to your
remembrance, his principles, aftions, motives and
aimms, how he {poke, and how he lLived among
you, I could hardly have found a paflage in the
whole {cripture, more direCtly fuited to my pur-
pofe. I believe no muniiter in the preient age,
nor, perhaps, in any paft age, fince the apcities
days, could have a better warrant than Dr. Con-
yers, to adopt thefe words of St. Paul, as cx-
prefiive of his own {pirit and charater. Hc had
a very tender affection for you: it was his earneft

¥ aleamiden,

A 4. defire,



[ 8 ]

Jefire, and his great delight, to impart unto you
the gofpel of God, becaufe you were dear to
him: and it may be faid of him, with peculiar
propriety, that in this fervice of love, he im-
parted to you his own foulor life alfo.  You have
not forpotten, furely you never can forget, the
very folemn and affecting manner, in which his
miniftry among you clofed. Whether, while he
was reading the apoftle’s farewel difcourfe #o
the elders of the church of Epbefus*, which oc-
curred in the fecond leflon for the day, he had a
prefage that you would fee his face no more, we
know not. Had he been certain of it, he could
not have taken your confciences more earneftly to
witnefs, that he was clear of your blood, and
that he had not {hunned to declare unto you the
whole counfel of God. However, the event

proved, that you then faw and hea:d him for the
Jaft time. His ftrength and life were prolonged
to finith his difcourfe, and to pronounce over you
his parting blefling, which he had {carcely finifh-
cd, before he was called home to his Mafter’s joy.
Bleffed is that fervant, whom bis lord when be
cometh, fhall find fo doing .

In confidering the grounds of the apoitle’s love
to the Theflalonians, and the proofs which he
cave of it, the fubjedt will frequently lead me
to bear a teflimony to the grace of God, vouch-
fafed to your late munifter, of whom we may
truly fay, he was a follower of S¢. Paul, as Paul
aljo was of Chrift ¥.

I. The firft ground, the original caufe of the
apoftle’s loye to the brethren, was the love of

* Alls xx. 18, 35. f}; Luke xi1. 413. 1 1 Cor. xi. 1.
Chrift,



[ 9 ]

Chrilt.  His unwearied crdcﬂﬂvours,‘ in the midft
of the hardthips and dangers which awaited him
in every place, to promote nc hapoinefs of man-
kind, made him appear to nmn, who were une
acquainted with the motives of his condud, as
though he were beiide himfelf. 'The apology he
offered was, the love of Chritt confirameth us *.

Till he knew the Lord, he acted very d:fferent]y.
While he was under the power of prejudice and
innorance, he verily thought that he ought ro do
many things againit the name of f}’fﬁm of Na-
gareth 1, and therefore breathed out threatenings
and flaughter againft his people. But Jelus, whom
he pt’:llf’CUtGd appeared to him 1n his way to
Damafcus, convinced him of his fin, vouch(ufed
him Puldﬂﬂ, and commiflioned him to plcqch the
faith which he bad labsured to defiroy T. From
that time, he efteemed himfelf a clmt finner §,

and becaufe much had been forgiven biny be lrved
much.  He devoted his whole future hte to pro-
claim the glory and grace of his Saviour, and to
propofe hisifelt as a pattcxn of his long-fuffering
and mercy, to ali around him, that tha,y likewife
might believe and be faved. e was confrions
of his Saviour’s juft right to reign 1 every heart,
And they who, by receiving the goipel which fe
preached, entered 1nto his views, and loved the
Lord whom he loved, inltantly became dear to
him for his Lord’s ﬁlke wheiher they were Jews

or Gentiles, rich or poor, bond or free, Tt is
probable, that all who are convinced and en-

lightened by the Holy Spirit, having a clearec

¥2Cor. vo14. + Adsix. roandxxviog. 1 Gali, o3,
§ 1 Tim & 15, 16,

knotw-
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knowledge of the nature, number, and aggrava-
tion of their own fins, than they can poflibly
have of thofe of any other perfon, account them-
felves among the chief of finners, though many
of them may have been preferved from grofs
enormities. I never heard that your minifter was
influenced, like Saul of Tarfus, by a bitter per-
fecuting fpirit; and I believe his behaviour was
moral and exemplary from his youth. When he
entered upon his miniftry at his beloved Helmfley,
i Yorkfhire, he found the place ignorant and
diffolute to a proverb. At this early period of
life, he feared God, and he hated wickednefs.
With much zeal and diligence he attempted the
reformation of his parith, which was of great
extent, and divided into feveral hamlets. He
preached {requently in them all.  He encouraged
his parifhioners to come to his houfe. He dif-
tributed them into little companies, that he
might inftruct them with more convenience : he
met them in rotation by appointment. In this
manner, long before he fully underftood that
gofpel of God, which of late years he {o fuccefs-
fully imparted to you, I have been affured that he
cften preached or exhorted, publicly or more pri-
vately, twenty times 1n a week, Thefe Iabours
were not in vain: a great, vifible, and almeft uni-
verfal reformation took place.  About the tine
I am {peaking of, a clergyman in his neighbour-
hood, made very honourable mention of Mr.
Conyers, 1n a letter to the Soclety for Promoting
Chriftian knowledge, {(which [ have feen 13 print)
as perhaps the moft exemplary, indefatigable, and
fuccefsful parechial minifter in the kingdom: yet,
iu the midft of applauie and apparent fuccefs, he

Wad
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was far from being fatisfied with himfelf. He
did what he could : he did more than moft others,
but he felt there was fomething {till wanting,
though for a time he knew not what; but he
was defirous to know : he ftudied the fcriptures,
and he prayed to the Father of lights. They
who thus feek fhall {urely find. Important con-
fequences often follow from a {udden involuntary
turn of thought. One day, an exprefiion of St.
Paul's, the unfearchable riches of Chrijt *, engaged
his attention. He had often read the paifage,
but never noticed the word anfearchatle before,
The gofpel, in his view of it, had appeared plain,
and within his comprehenfion; but the apoitle
{poke of it as containing fomething that was uz-
fearchable. A conclufion therefore forced itlelf
upon him, that the 1dea he had hitherto affixed
to the word gofpel, couid not be the fame with
that of the apoftie.  From this beginning, he was
foon led to percetve that his whole {cheme was
eflentially defective. That his people, however
outwardly reformed, wers not coaverted, He
now felt himfelf a finner, and felt his need of

faith 1n a Saviour, In a manner he had never done
befere. Thus he was brought, with the apoitle,
to account his former gain but lofs: the unfearch-
able riches of Chrift opened to his mind, he re-
ceived power to believe, his perplexities were re-
moved, and he rejoiced with joy unipeakable, and
full of glory. He prefently told his people, with
that amiable {implicity which fo firongly marked
his chara&er, that though he had endeavoured to
thew them the way of falvation, he had mifled

% Ephef, iii. 8.

them,
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them. That what both he and they had been
building was not upon the right foundation. He,
from that time, preached Ffefus Chiiff, and i
crucified®, as the only ground of hope for finners,
and the only fource from whence they could de-
rive wildom, righteoufnefs, fan&ification, and re-
demption. The Lord {o blefled his word, that
the greater part of the people, who were mott
attached to him, foon adopted his views, and
many more weie {ucceffively added to them,
This change in his fentiments and manner of
preaching, though 1t added efficacy to his moral
inftructions, and endeared him to his people at
home, loft him much of that high eftimation in
which he had been held abroad. But he knew
the gofpel of God too well to be athamed of it:
whatever difgrace he fuffered in {uch a caufe, he
could bear with patience. e loved his people,
and was beloved by them; and their advance in

comfort and holinels, made him ample compen-
{ation for the unkindne{s of thole who knew not
what they did.  And thus, when the providence
of God removed him hither, the confiraining love
of Chrift, which had long been the great prin-
ciple of his condudt, diipoied him to love you,
before he fuw you; and he came among you,
with an earneft defire to impart unto you, the
gofpel of God, and his cwn foal allo, becanie
from the moment that he accepted the charge
over you, he was affectionately defirous cf you.

- The regard of the apoitle to the Theflalomans
was, undoubtedly, heightened in proportion as the
Lord was pleafed to give him feals to his minittry
among them, And the like caufc had the hike

w1 Cor, it 2, and 1. 30,
eficét
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effe& here. The mutual affe@ion that {fubfifls
between a faithful minifter, and thofe to whom the
Lord makes him ufeful, is of a peculiar kind, and
not cafily cefcribed. I truft he looked npon
many of you witn jov, as his crown and gliry i
the day of Chrift*; and you, I doubt not, looked
on him with refpect and gratitade, as the inftru-
ment of God 1n faving your fouls, 1n calling you
out of darknefs into marvellous light. Vhat
were {ome of you doing, and whither were you
going, when God fent you, by him, the word of
falvation ¢ And what a happy change have you
fince experienced? You were then f.’ﬂ.,rf 171 o=
pafles and fins, without Chrift, aud ther 7‘(93*6 with-
ont hope, and withour Ged 17 the world . But
now you, who were femetime afar off, are made
nigh by the blood of Chrit. Now being freed
from the flavery of fin, you bave your jruir wato
bolmmefs, and the end everlgfting life . You have
now accels to God, communion with Linm, an in-
terelt in his pmmifes, and a good hopz through
crace, that though your mmlf’ter be taken from
you, he who by Thim bequn a good werk in you,
will j)e:yarm it until z‘bf day of j‘cf 5 Lbrzf?ﬁ;
Let this thought moderate your grief.  You will
fee the face of your minifter no more here; but
you will meet him again, cre long, before the
throne of God and the lamb Then 111 tears will
be for ever wiped away.

Agam, during the apo&luscontmma with the
Thei"alonuns, hF and they had enjoyed precious

{ealons of worfhip together, and of mutual com-

* 1 Theff, . 1Q. T EPth. 15, I, 12, I3 _T_ROI'I]. V1. 22.
§ Phil. i, 6.

munion
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munion with God, in the ordinances of his ap«
pointment. Wherever tawo or three are met n the
Lord’s name*, he 1s mindful of his promife, and
does manifeft himfelf unto them, as be does not unto
the world 1 ; and thefe taftes of his loving-kind-
nefs wonderfully foften, fpiritualize, and enlarge
their affeGtions, and knit them clofer and cloicr
together in Jove. And though that power and
unction from on high, which makes the ordi-
nances of the gofpel truly delightful, and an hour
fo employed preferable to a thoufand T of the
world’s hours, does not altogether depend upon the
gifts, or even upon the grace of the minifter; yet
it 15, doubtlefs, a fingular and high privilege to be
under the care of a wife and tender thepherd, of
one who, in the {chool of experience, has ac-
quired the zongue of the learned §, who knows how
to adapt himfelt to the occafions of the people,
to give every one their proper portion, to obviate
their doubts, relieve their fears, point out their
dangers, and to {peak a word in feafon to them
that are weary, Be thankful that you were long
favoured with fuch an able minifter of the New
Teftament. As a public preacher, he may, per-
haps, have left fome equals behind him. But he
had, at Deptford, as formerly at Helmfley, ftated
feafons when he expounded the {criptures to a
{maller auditory in his houfe, or within his own
premifes. He {uppofed that on thele occafions
few perfons were prefent, but thofe who either
poflefled the peace of the gofpel, or were fincerely
feeking it. 'The fimplicity and meeknefs of wii-

* Matt. xviil. 20. + John xiv. 22.  { Phal. Ixxxiv, 10.
§ Ifa. . 4.

2 dom,
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dom, with which, as a father among his children,
he exhorted, comforted, and inftrudted thele his
more feleét hearers, feemed peculiar to himfelf.
In this branch of his minifterial office, I always
thought him unequalled and inimitable. How
often have many of you had reafon to fay, at {uch
feafons, Did not our hearts burn within us, wbhife
be talked with us, and while he opened to us the
ferptures® 2 And the great attention with which
Le was heard, and the proofs he faw that his la-
bours were not in vain, rendered him 1till more
affeGionately defirous towards you.

For, lafily, as one great reafon why the apoftle
loved the Theflalonians was, that they were not
only hearers but doers of the word ; and he could
{peak of them with pleaiure, and propofe them to
others as examples -}, of the efficacy and tendency
of the gofpel which he preached; fo I truft, yea,
I know, that fome of you were exceedingly dear
to your late minifter on this account allo. He
could fay of you and to you, nsw we live, if ye fand
Jaft in the LordY. He had no greater joy than to
fee bis chilaren awalk in the truth §, and demonitrate
by their condud, that the gofpel which they pro-
fefled, was a doctrine according to godlinefs,
Thofe of you who gave him this pleafure, may,
now he is gone, praile God for the grace which
enabled you to adminifter to the comfort, of one
who fo tenderly watched over your fouls. He was
proportionably affeéted with pungent grief, when
any whom he loved, ated untuitably to their pro-
feflion, though they, perhaps, feldom knew what
their unfaithfulnefs coft him. In his preaching

* Luke xxiv. 32,  + 1 Thefll1.8,9. 1 1 Thefl.iii. 8.
§ 3 John 4. "

he
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he bore a {trenuous and faithful teftimony againft
cevery evil, not only again{t grofs fins, but againft
every deviation, whether in temper or practice,
from the {pirit and rnle of the gofpel; but there
was fomething in his natural difpofinon, which
made it difficult for him to expoltulate plainly and
ftrongly in private. In private, he could noteafily
reprove. But he could mourn, he could wear out
the day without pleafure, and the night without
reft, in bemoaning thofe:who had neither com-
paflion for him, nor for themfelves. I can athrm
this of him, from inftances which have come to
my own knowledge : perhaps fome perfon prefent
may think, Surely the preacher has heard of me,
and means to point me out to the notice of the
congregation. No, it is your own confcience
points you out, I know you not.  Bat is it o, in-
deed, that you broke your minifter’s reft, and
added to his troubles, by your mifcarriages 7 You
do well to weep: may God give you repentance
not to be repented of *, 'Will not his lamented and
fuddendeath, recal to your remembrance, how earn-
eftly he waraed you, and pleaded with you, while
he was living ; and roufe you from that dangerous
{ecurity into which you have been feduced by the
deceitfulnels of fin?

II. Thave, ina great meafure, anticipated what
I purpofed to meniion under a fccond head—the
proofs which be gave, that the aftection he pro-
fefled for his people, was cordial and {incere. But
the fubjeé is not exhaufted: St. Paul evidenced
his love to the Theflalonians, by imparting to
them the gofpel of God, and by his unweariced

* 9 Cor. vii. 10.

zeal
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zeal and diligence in their {ervice, 1 defiance of
the difficulties and obfiacles, which always at-
“tended his labours. By the {trong exprefiien, that
he was ready to impart unto them his own ol
2}{o, he intimates both the encrgy of his addivis,
‘and his fixed determination to venture every coii-
.fequence in their fervice.
 In another place, the apoftle {peaking of the
' do&rine which he preached fays, according 1o iy
.gg/jbfl"‘ It was not a point of {peculation with
him, he poffefled it. He had C‘(pﬁ‘l‘l&‘ﬂﬁd the
‘P{)WBI of 1t, it was the {pring of his condull, the
{ource of his comfort; and was therciore, pro-
petly, bis own.  Here he ftyles 1t the goin.l of
'God, perhaps, to diftinguith 1t {rom a pretended
gofpel, fuch as tne Galauans recetved from faife
:teachers, which he calls amother gofpel -, and
rwhich was, indeed, not the gofpel. The true coi-
pelis of God. It is 22 glrius gofpel £ the
blefled God T From whence we infer its ceitm"tvﬁ,
‘authouty, and importance. Itis worthy of al' ac-
fceptation: it is able to make us wife wnty foivo-
tion §, 1t cordally embraced 5 and to negled ;.,
15 to refufe life, to chufe death, to relolve to be
,mlferable, and to aftront the wifdom and goodnis
of God. When Paul preached this goiici ai
“Theflalonica, it awakened the fpirit of civv, oppo-
Gtion and cle amour, in many who believed Lot s
hut they who receivad it, experwnced it o be e
power of God, to the falvation of their fouls
" This golpel your late minifter pxcmhed AmOnT
you, and, I truft, effectually 111.1[:-11"&51 t0 many of
you, as an initrument of the I doly spuit. He

* Rom. ii. 16. + Gal. i, 6, 7. 1 Timongx,

$ 2 Tim, i, 13,
B owed
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owed all his {uccefs, and you derive all the light
and comfort you obtained under hismftruction,
the doétrine which he delivered. 1t cannot wir.
reafon be expected, that God will afford the {zc!
of his blefling to any {cheme of doctrine but his
own truth. A preacher may be of a good cha.
racter in civil life, and diligent in his office ; and
he may have fome fuccefs in {upprefling outward
wickednefs, though he does not preach the gofpel
of God; but he will not reach the heart of his
people, wean them from theur {ecret fins, and win
them to the love and practice of univerfal hoii-
nefs, unlefs he preaches St. Paul’s goipel. Thope
this congregation has been better taught, than to
receive every thing indifcriminately for truth, be-
caufe it is fpoken from a pulpit. You have the
{criptures in your hands, and by this ftandard you
are warranted, yea, commanded to 7y the [prrits®,
becaufe many falfe prophets and pretended teach-
ers are abroad in the world : bowever, I wili take
the liberty to remind you of fome plain and fure
marks, by which you will be able to diftinguith 2
faithful minifter of the true gofpel.

He will preach Chrift Jefus the Lord, and pro-
pofe him as the only foundation oi a finner’s hope,
the only object of faith, the way, the truth, and
the life. He will endeavour to convince you ct
your need of mercy, and then direct your thoagh::
to the atonement which Chrift made for fin, by
his bloody death upon the crofs. He will giv
you no encouragement to think you can do any
thing well pleafing to God, till you yourfelves are
firft made acceptable in the Beloved; nor until his

¥ 1 Johniv, 1.

love
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tove 15 the motive of your obedience, and your
dependance 1s tixed upon the promifed communi-
cations of ftrength and grace from lus fulnefs.

By a manifeftation of the truth, he will com-
mend himlelf to your confeiences 1 the [ighs of
God*. He will not amuie you with the diicufiion
of fome curious puint, in which you have little
immediate intereft, or fome cold general common-
nlace {ubject. Many {ermons, mgentous in their
kind, may be compared to a letter put into the
Poit-office without a dirz€tion. it 1s addrefled to
nobody, 1t 1s owned by nobody; and if a hun-
dred people were to read it, not one of them
would think himfelf concerned in the contents.
But the word of the gofpel, when faithfully
~difpenfed, fearches the bear: 4+, and tries the reins,
You will wonder that the preacher, who perhaps
_is a ftranger to you, can {o exaltly {uit himfelf
. to your cafe. FHe will fometimes bring to your
- remembrance what you have done or {aid, or even
~what you have only thought, and which, pof-
- fibly, you had forgotten, So that if you arc
~ going on in your fins, or are veiled under a cloke
of hypocrity, you will be ready to {tarr, and
- think he is about to expofe you publicly. Orif
© you are a mourner in Zion, dittrefled with fear
and temptation, befet with trouble, and Lnow
not which way toturn, thaet tongue of the icarned,
which he has acquired 1n the fchool ef experience,
- will frequently lead him, whijc tpeaking from his
own feelings, to meet you with 2 word in {-afon,
- {o exaltly fuited to your cafe, that if you i
- told him the ftate of your mind, and every pargs

* 2 Cor, 11 2 T Heb. 1v. 12,

B2 cular
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celor 77 vour fituation, beforehand, he could noy

have deviibed them better. Such 1s the cor-
*dp nornse between the word of God, and the
seart of man ond juch s the fimilarity of the

i.ﬂ’(Ji'[Lmus of the human heart in finmlar ciccum-
ttances, that the preacher, who 1s enlightened by
2hie tecinture and by the Holy Spirit, while he docs
cale inore than relate the exercifes of his own
m}m, appears to many of his hearers to exprefs
‘hetr hf}pcs and fears, their joys and forrows,
petter than tha..y could have exprefled them to
aim.  Thus it 1s that #he Jecrets of the beart are
mad; wanifefi* by the preaching of the gofpel,
5&*1 otiit preaching, compared with this, is life-
efs, dutnat, and unuffec’tmg, hittle more than de-
clamat'ou; but the words of a feride 4, well in-
itrudied in the mylteries of the kingdom of God,

come home to our own bufinefs and bofoms, and
conftrain many to fay, with-the woman of Sama-
ria, Come and ﬁe a man, which told me ail things
that ever I did Y.

A true fervant of God-in the gofpel may like-
wife be known, at leaft in the place where he re-
fides, or ftatedly labours, by a certain mixea kind
of charaéter, which he wiil receive from public
report. 'The general tenor of his conduct will
be fuch, that tle feeble attempts of flander to
vilify him, will be gradually fupprefled, and they
who would f{peak evil of him, be put to {hame
and to filence, by his good converfaticn m Chrift §.
Bat though his behmour be unimpeachable and
excmplary his principles will be mifunderitood

1 Cor. xiv, 25,  t+ Matt. xiii. 52, § John iv. 2g.
§ 1 Pct. 1, 16.

and
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and mifreprefented ; and by different perfons,
(fometimes by the fame pertons) very different and
inconfiftent thmga will be laid to hits charze.  He
will often be deemed rigid, precile, unchartabie,
enjoining a ftrictnefs in life, and manners to the cx-
treme; fo that to adopt his views, and to follow his
rules, 2 perfon muft bid farewel to comfort, and al-
moft renoeunce {ociety; while, in the fame day, and
almoft in the {fame breath, he will be reprefented as
preaching dottrines, which, 1t generaily received,
would be unfavourable to good morals, and pro-
mote licentioufnefs. For the natural heart has a
difl’ke, equally, to the arace, and to the holinefs of
the gofpel Salvation, by faith in the blood of
Jefus, 1s thought too eafy, and affording too much
epcouragement to the unwortny ; and e fimole
orateful obedience, which characterifzs thote who
{eek falvation in t‘ns way, and In no other, IS
thought too {tri€t and {crupulous, and cariying of
things a great deal too far. They who are of the
voorld, who {peak to the world, and whom the
- world 1s mllm&" to hear, aive no cficnee, and
therefore no damour is excited agalnt them ; hut
a faithful minifter will not be q...:xgof." 4 to the oo ™
denounced ag:init thofe of whom 2!l men {peak
favourably.  His infirmivics and muitekes (for he
1s not perie@) will be eagerly noticea and exagge-
rated ; and 1if no juft tault caa e foi na, ke muft
at leaft expe& tor be fpoken of as an enthuiiafl, or
brarded by fome name, to which ignoranc: and
prejudice have aflixed a contumelinus wenfe.

" Such a one was your latc munilter. Like th2
apoftle, he laboured to impart to his hearers the

* Luke vi, 26,
cofnel
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rolodd of God: like him, he was unmoved by
the oproliion of thole who knew not what they
tid, and ready to endure il things {or the eleéf's
foces, thet they might be faved *.  He Joved you,
and was willing to impart to you his owe oul
oMo, His ifpirit was willing, he did muca, and
vifhed he could have done more.

{t was, indced, a furprize to many, who were
net intimately acquainted with him, that he did
no more. And it may be thought by fome per-
fons, that as by his countenance, he feemed to
enjoy a tolerable thare of health ; his public fer-
vices were hardly anfwerable to the zeal of a man,
who was ready to pour out his very life for the
vood of fouls. lie preached but once a week in
his parifh church; and no arguments, perfuafions,
or entreaties, could prevail on him to enter any
pulpit but his own. Even when he has becn ex-
prefsly nominated by his diocelan to preach in
another church, he has dechined the {ervice, and
difappointed crowded auditories who wifhed to
hear him. 'The benefits of his fingular abilities
were, therefore, confined to his own congrega-
tions. And it was with the greateft difficulty,
and but feldom, that his moft inumate friends
could engage hum, to lead m family worfhip,
where he has been occafionally prefent. 1 have
frequently mentioned to him my concern, that
the fphere of his ufefulnefs fhould be fo much
limited ; and he lamented 1t himfelf, but his
hindrance was conftitutional and invincible., He
had a continual hurry and flutter upon his {pirits;
the effets of which were unaccountable to thote

* 2 Tim. 1. 10,

who
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who knew not the caufe. Taken in diferes

views, he might be confidered as very happy, oo
very uncomfortable at the {ame mitant.  In the
moft important {enfe, he wasa happy man.  He
had peace with God through our ferd Jefus
Chrift, emjoyed much of the light o his coun-
renance, and had no pt‘:I‘DlCXhO‘ doubts rezre iing
either his accepLanc.... in the Beloved, or Bis nere
{everance in grace. Vet, through the acitation
of his {pirits, he {nent his days, and cumuia{.vu:,r
hour, in trepidation and alarm.  Thelighteit in-
cidents were futhcient to fill him ‘.mh fcars,
which, though he knew to be groundleis, hic
could not overcome, bBut upon no occailons Jdid
he fuifer more from thefe painful fcelings, than
when he had public preaching in prefpect. Wien
he met his people at home, he uluaily i‘buzm
pleafure and liberty, unlefs he obizived fome new
faces. But the fizht of a firanger, cfpeciaﬂy it
he knew or fufpe«,ted him to be a miniler, weunld
fometimes diftrefs him greatly, and dimott dii-
able him from {peaking. It may feem wvery ex-
traordinary, that a man of the furft abilitics as a
preacher, highly refpected, and honoured with
eminent ufctulnefs, fhould be intimidated by che

prefence of thofc who were much his inferiors.
Buot fuch was his burden, which peither refiedtion
nor refolution could remove. What h: often
fuffered betore he alcended this pulpit, and when
he looked round vpon a large congrezution, and
knew not how many {uch perfons as Lc was afraid
of might be among them, gave him a right t¢
fay, m a fingular fenle, that in 1'nmrung the
golpel of God to you, he imparted his own {oud

allo. Pcrhaps there have been martyss, who ap-
proached
3
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oreached the rack or the ftake, with lefs diftrefling
icnfations, than he has frequently felt, when
«out to enter upon his otherwife dehiphtful work.
ity becaufe you were the people of his imme-
il.i¢ charge, and dear to him, he feldom de-
clined your lervice on the forenoon of the Lord’s
dav, if he was well.  But this, I believe, was the
reajon, that at other times, inftead of preaching
in the church, he confined himfelf to a place,
where few, comparatively, could attend him, [
do not know, that while he lived at Deptford, he
ever preached publicly in this neighbourhood, ex-
cepting once, when he accepted an appointment to
oreach at the archdeacon’s vifitation at Dartford.
But he kept his intention a fecret in his own
breaft; and did not mention it to his neareft
friends, left a multitude fhould be drawn to hear
him. And he told me himfelf, that from the
hour he ftood engaged, which was feveral weeks
berore tae time, he could fcarcely think of any
thing elfe; and that when the day arrived, his
fpirits were fo greatly agitated, that for fome mi-
wites after he was in the pulpit, he was deprived
of his eye-fizht, But the Lord whom he {erved,
fupported him; and he was, upon the whole,
carried comfortably through the fervice.

If we {peak of death as the moment of f{epa-
ration between foul and body, he was not afraid
of it; for he knew whom he believed, and that
to depart and be with his Lord, was @woAdw parrer
wpEoaoy ™, unfpeakably preferable to any thing that
could be enjoyed w the prefent life. ~ But though

not afraid of death, he was often atrad of dying.

¥ Phil, 1. 273,

His
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His apprehenfions of the pofiible feierunners and
concomitants of a dying hour, frequendy made
a painful impreflien upon his {pirits.  Upan this
sccount, they who loved him, have rcafon 1o be
~econciled to the {uddennefs of his removal., [His
was an honourable dilmiffion indeed! The inel-
fenger that called him home, found him a&ually
and a&ively employed 1n his Malter’s {ervice, with
his loins girded up *, and bis lamp burnizg. It
was, likewife, a graciouc condefcenfion to his in-
firmity, and faved him from an experience of any
of thofe confliéts, which he could feldom think
of, without anxiety, and a degree of anguifh,

Upon the whole, I may fay, of Dr. Conyers,
without jeft fezr of contradilion, he was a buri-
ing and a forng light . Many of you rejoiced

~in his light : and now the man who cared for
~your foul, who was the minifter of God to you
. for good, is taken from you, your {orrow is pro-
- portionable.  Yet 1t you truly entered into his

views, you are not deftitute, The Saviour whom
he preached, and in whom you have believed, is
ftill with you. The ftream, at which you have
often drank, and found refre(hment, is dried up;
but the fountain of hving waters, from whencs
it was derived, 1s always full, and always flow-
g, Whoever dies, Jefus lives; the refidue of
the Spirit is with him, and he is at no lofs for
means to communicate his bleflings to thofe who
wait upon him: yea, under his management,
even lofies prove gains, and apparent hindrances

work to the help and furtherance of faith, Be

M, -

Ltz

* Luke xit. 1. + Johnv. 33.
C thankfu}
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thanlful that you were fo long favoured witi
fuch a mmifter; and rejorce, that thouzh you can
fee bim no more i this world, you thall mecr
pim agun o tee wordd of hight.  In the mean
tinie (need 1 fay) refpect and honour his memory;
and the moft effectual manner by which you can
{hew your regard to him, will be, by wallung us
he walked, and maintaining a converfaiion * be-
corning the goipel, which he fo affcttionstely and
faithfully imparted to you.

But there are, I tear, amongft you, thofe who
accounted the joyful found of the gofpel, which hs
proclaimed, a burden; have been wearied by his
earncft endeavours to pluck you as brands from the
burning, and have often withed to be frezd frombis
importunity, Now you have your withes. Your
taithful monitor is removed. He wili alarm your
confciences, he will offend your pride no more.
But if, after {lighting his labours of love, while
he lived, you remain likewife unaffected by Lis
death, you are much more to be pitied, thun
thofe who Jament his removal, Alas! when num-
bers, in diffcrent and diftunt places, who never
faw you, are concerned for you,- will you not yct
be concerned for yourfelves! Tremble, left you

fhould have caufe to fay, the barvefl 1s pafi, tix
Sfummer is ended, Out we are not Javed 4! You

have had your opportunity, a day of grace, i
which the things pertaining to your peace have
been fet before you. The Lord forbid that the
following words fhould be applicable to you:

* Phil. 1. 27, + Jer. viit. 20,
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but now they are bidden from your eyes® ¢ 'The
Saviour, whom you have too long flighted, is
now once more preached to you. He 1s ttill
upon 2 throne of grace, able and wiliing to fave
to the uttermoft, all who come unto God by him.
Buot hereafter he will appear on a throne of judg-
ment, foking vengeance on them that know not God,

and obey not bis gofpel .

¥ Luke xix. 12. + 2 Thefl. 1. 8.
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