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Eruesrans 1V, 1s.

— Speaking the truth in lwve _—

HE words, in the original, ‘have a
: I more comprehenfive fenfe than in
our verfion, Arrvole o ayaar, They
extend no lefs to condu@ than to fpeech,

and comprize, in one fhort fentence, that

combination of integrity and benevolence,
which conftitute the charalter of a true

Chriftian.  But, as our Morning Service has
been already much prolonged, I mean not
to enlarge at prefent upon this important
fubject. I propofe my text rather as a kind
of motto, to introduce a brief account of the

feelings, defires, and purpofes of my heart,
on this my firft appearance before you. The
inhabitants of thefe parifhes, to whom I more
immediately addrefs myfelf have a right to
be informed, now the Providence of Gob

has
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has placed me in this City, and In this
" Church, of the views with which I have un-
dertaken the important truft lately commit-
ted to me, and of the manner and fpirit in
which it is my defire to difcharge it If thefe
enquiries be upon any of your minds, ac-
cept.my anfwer in the words I have read:
I came, and, by the grace of Gop, I hope to
abide amonglt you, ¢ fpeaking the truth in
« love.”

1 thould be'uu_:erlyunworthy your atten-
tion, I fhould deferve your contempt and
deteftation, if, under the folemn characer of
a Minifter of Jzsus Curist, and with a pro-
fefled regard for his fervice and the good of
fouls, I thould prefume to fpeak any thing
amongft you, but what I verily believe in
my confcience to be the Truth. The.Apof-
tles were ambafladors for Curist ¥, and we,
however inferior in other refpeds, are fo far
concerned in this part of their charalter, as
to be equally bound ‘to conform to the in-
ftructions of our Lord and Mafter. The

Bible is the grand repofitory of the Truths
which it will be the bufinefs and the pleafure

of

* 5 Cor, v, 26i
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of my life to {et before you. It is the com-
plete {yftem of Divine truth, to which no-
thing can be added, and from which nothing
can be taken *, with impunity., Every at-
tempt to difguife, or foften any branch of
this truth, in order to accommodate it to
the prevailing tafte around us, either to
avoid the difpleafure, or to court the favor
of our fellow-mortals, muft be an affront to
the majefty of Goo, and an a& of treachery
to men. My conicience bears me witnef,
that I mean to fpeak the truth among you.
May the‘grace of Gop enable me always to
doit. The principal branches of the truth,
as it 1s in JEsus, according to St Paul’s ex-
preflion, are fummarily contained in the Ar-
iicles, which I have juft now read and given
my lolemn affent to in your hearing. Thefe
I acknowledge and adopt as a ftandard of
found do&trine, not merely becaufe they are
the Articles of our Church, but becaufe,
upon mature and repeated examination, I
am perfuaded they are agreeable to the Scrip-
ture. 1am to enlarge on the declarations of
the Scripture and of the Articles concerning
the depravity of fallen man, the evil of fin,

the
* Rev. xxil, 18, 1c.
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the method of falvation by grace through
faith in our Lord Jesus Curist. 1 am to
bear teftimony to the dignity and excellency
of the Redeemer’s perfon afid characters, the
fuitablenefs of his offices, the efficacy of his
blood and obedience to death on the behalf of
finners, and his glory as Head of the Church,
and Lorp of heaven and earth. I am tofet
before you the characters, obligations and pri-
vileges of thofe who believe in his name;
and to prove that the dotrines of the grace
of Gop are do@rinés according to godlinefs;

which, though they may be abufed by men
of corrupt minds, have in themfelves, when

rightly underftood, 2 direct and powerful
tendency to enforce univerfal cbedience to
the commands of Gop, and to promote the
peace and welfare of civil focigty. 1 am
likewife to warn all who hear me,. of the fin
and danger of reje®ing the great falvation
revealed by the Gofpel. Thefe will be the
fubjects of my miniftry ; and, if what I fhall
offer upon thefe heads be agreeable not only
to the Articles, which I have fubfcribed, but
to the Scriptures, which we all ‘profefs to
believe, it muft of courfe be admitted that
I {hall fpeak the truth.

- But
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But the caufe of truth itfelf may be dif~
credited by improper management: and
therefore the Scripture, which furnithes us
with fubjeft-matter for our miniftry, and
teaches us what we are to fay, is equally
explicit as to the temper and {pirit in which
we are to fpeak. Though I had the know-
ledge of all myfteries *, and the tongue of
an angel to declare them, I could hope for
little acceptance or ufefulnefs, unlefs I was
to {peak in love. The Gofpel is a declara-
tion of the aftonithing love of Gob to man-
kind; 1t exhibits the perfelt exemplar of
love in the charalter of Him, who, when
upon earth in the form of a fervant, went
about doing good {, and exerted the moft
unbounded benevolence to all around him.
The fervant of the Lorbp, of that meek
and merciful Savior, who wept over his
avowed enemies, and prayed for his actual
murdercri while nailing him to the crofs,
learns at his Savior’s feet to bear a cor-
dial love to all mankind. Man, confidered
as the creature of Gop, is the nobleft and
moft important of his works in the vi-
fible creation, formed by him who originally

B made

* 1 Cor, xiil, 1, + A% x.18.
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made him for himfel, with fuch a vaftnels
of defire, fuch a capacity for happinefs, as
nothing lefs than an infinite good can fatisfy;
formed to exift 1 an eternal unchangeable
frate. And even fallen man, though de-
pmved and pervertﬁd, guilty, and, in his
prefent {tate, obnoxious to cternal miferys

ferving him here, and being happy with him
for ever. Whoever therefore has tafted of

the love of CurisT, and has known by his
own experience the need and the worth of
redemption, is enabled, yea he is conftrained
ro love his fellow-creatures. He loves them
at firft fight. And, if the Providenee of Gop
commits a difpenfation of the Gofpel, and 2
care of fouls to him, he will feel the warmeft
emotions of friendfhip and tendernefs, while
Le befeeches them by the tender mercies of
Gop ¥, and even while he warns them by
his terrors 1. Surely I.dur{t not adldrefs you
£.om this place, if 1 could not with fincerity
at leaft, if not with equal warmth, adopt the
Apoftles words, and fay, Being affe@tionately
- defirous of you, we were willing to 1impart
unto

* Rom, Xii. 1. + 2Cor. v. 11,
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unto you, not the Gofpel ot Gop only, but
our own fouls alfo, (were it poffible) becaufe

ye were dear unto us *.

This love which my heart bears, 1 offer
as a plea for that earneftnefs and 1mportu-
nity which Imuft ufe. I came not to amule
you with {ubjefts of opinion or uncertainty,
or even with truths of a cold, fpeculative,
uninterefting nature, which you might re-
ceive without benefit, or rejelt without
detriment, but to 'fpeal{ the truths of God,
truths of the utmoft importance to the wel-
fare of your fouls in time and in eternity. If
I love you, therefore, 1 cannot be content
with delivering my meffage, my {pirit muft
and will be deeply engaged for 1ts fuccefs.
I cannot be content with the emoluments
annexed to my office—1I feck not yours, but
you§. That you may know the love of
Curist, which pafleth knowiedge T, that
you may be delivered from the power of this

evil world ||, an? +hat I and you may at length
ftand accepted before the throne ot Gop; in

a word, that by a blefling from on higs, ac-
B 2 . companying

* 1 Thefl. 1. 8. § 2 Cor. xil, 1 4.
{4 Ephel. fii. 19, | Gal.i. 4.
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companying my poor labors, I may both fave
mylelf, and them that hear me *,—Thele.are
the aims and ends which I hope always to
have in view, and therefore love will prompt
me to be faithful and earneft.

Too often the due reception of the truth
is greatly impeded by the cares, the buli-
finefles, or the amufements of the world,
We find many of our hearers, alas! too
happy, or too much engrofied, to afford us
that attention we have a right to claim, con-
fidering the weight of our meflage, and the
authority under which we {peak. But Gop,
in mercy to the fouls of men, frequently fuits
the appointments of his Providence, 1n fub-
ferviency to the purpofes of his grace. He
prepares for them, what they do not defire
for themlielves, feafons for leifure, retire-
ment and refleétion. This 1s one gracious

defign of the various affliCtions of human
life. When he vifits with ficknefs or pain,
croffes and difappointments ~= when out cif-
terns are broken, and our gourds wither,
when the defire of our eyes is taken away
with a firoke $, or we meet with a thorn
or

L/

* 1 Tim. iv. 16. + Ezek, Xav. 16,
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or fting where our fond hearts were ex.-

petting only pleafure — then perhaps the
truths, which were heard with too much in-

difference in the hour of profperity, may be
more regarded. My love will prompt me
to be always ncar you, waiting for fuch fea-
fons, and ready, upon the firft intimation,
(for I mean not to intrude myfelf ) to offer
- my {ympathy, my prayers, my beft advice,
Though I fhall have but little time for vifits
of mere ceremony; to vifit you as a Minifter,
and to aflift you to the utmoft of my power
1n making a right improvement of the Pro-
vidences of Gop, is a fervice which I fhall
always owe you from a principle of duty,
and which I hope always to be glad to ren-
der from a principle of love.

1f the grace of Gop, without which I can
do nothing, fhould thus enable me to fpeak
the truth in love, may I not hope for your
favorable attention ! Would it not imply an
unjuft reflection upon your candor, to fup-
pofe that any of you will be angry with one
who only wifhes to fpeak the truth in love?
Certainly I can as yet have no particular rea-
fon to expect an unkind return from any in.

- dividual
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Jividual among you, becaufe I ama ftranger

to you all. But the Scripture teaches, what
experience and obfervation abundantly con-
firm, that the dotrines of Divine Truth are
fo myfterious in themfelves, and fo oppofite
and mortifying to the opinion mortals are
prone to entertan of their own wifdom and
goodnefs, that perfons of very amiable cha-
racters in common life, are too often amongft
the warmeft oppofers of the Minilters, who
dare faithfully and plainly perfevere in {peak-
ing the truth. Should I have this trial to
meet with from any of you, ftill I hope to
fpeak the truth in love, and to remember
that I am 2 follower of Him who only re-
«urned kindnefs for hard ufage. 1 hope to
confider, that if-any oppofe itis becaufe they
know not what they do; and to bear in mind,
r_that 1 myfelf was once a {corner and defpifer
of the Gofpel which I now preach; that I
{tand here as a pattern of the long-fuffering
of Gopn; and that having obtained mercy
imyﬁ:li"; 1 have encouragement, from my
own cafe, to hope that the ftrongeft pre-
judices may be foftened by the pmﬁer of

®

his grace.
. -

| A
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Let me clofe with one obfervation. The
rranfaCtions of this day, and the confequences
of it, will not be foon forgotten. They will
be regiftered in the annals of eternity. As
furely as we are now met together, fo furely
we muft all appear before the judgement-
feat of CurisT *. Then I muft give an ac-
count of my miniftry, and you of the man-

ner in which vou received it. If I {peak the
truth — it is at the peril of my hearers to

treat it with contempt, or even with neglect.
But I would hope better things, even that
the Lorp, the Holy Spirit, will prepare our
hearts to receive with meeknefs that en-
orafted word, which 1s able to fave our

{ouls §.

I only add my earneft requeft for a fre-
quent and fervent remembrance 10 your
prayers; That the Father of mercies, the
Gop of all wifdom, may fo influence my
fpirit, that no part of my conduét may be
unfuitable to what I have at this time pro-
feffed—T hat fpeaking the truth in love, and
commending it by a converfation becoming

the

® > Cor.v.10. + Jamesi, 21.
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the Gofpel *,.my labors and my life may be
acceptable and ferviceable among ybu. I
truft that I, on my part, fhall not ceafe to
~ pray, That his bleffing may reft upon you,
upon your perfons, your families, and upon
all your concerns, and more efpecially for
the welfare and comfort of your {fouls—
That he may guide you by his counlel
through this lifet, and afterwards receive

you to his glory.

| * Phil, 1, 27. 4 Plalm 1xxiii. 24,
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