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LETTER I

On Truft in the Providence of Gop, and Be-
nevolence to his Poor.

My pEAR FriEND,

HE morel think of the point you pro-
pofed to me, the more 1 am confirmed -

to renew the advice 1 then gave. There
is doubtle(s fuch a thing as chriftian prudence,
but, my friend, beware of counterfeits. Self-
10ve, and the evil heart of unbelief, will endea-
vour to obtrude upon us a prudence fo called,
which is as oppofite to the former, as darknefs 1o
Jight, 1do not fay, that now you have a wife
and the profpect of a family, you are flrictly
beund to communicate with the poor in the fame
proportion as formerly, Ifay, youare not bound,
for every thing of this {ort {hould proceed from a
willing mind. But if you fhould tell me, the
‘Lord has given you fuch'a zeal for his glory,
{fuch a concern forthe honour of the gofpel, fuch
a love to his members, fuch 2 grateful fenfe of
his mercies (efpecially by granting you, in this
late inftance of your marriage, the defire of your

I3 t " heart)
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‘heart) and fuch an affiancein his providence and
promifes ; that you find yourfelf very unwilling
to be nne fix-pence in the year lefs ufeful than
vou was hefore, I could not blame. you or dif-
fuade you from it. But I do not abfolutely ad-
vife it, becaule I know not the ftate of your
mind, or what meafure of faith the Lorp has
givenyou. Only this I believe, that when the
Lorp "gives 'fuch a'confidence, he will not dif-
appoint it.

When I look among the profeflors, yea,
among the minifters of the gofpel, there are few
things I fee a more -general want-of, than fuch
a truft in Gob as to temporals, and {uch a fenfe
of the honour of being permitted to relieve the
neceflities of his people, as might difpofe them to
a more liberal diftribution of what they have at
prefent in their power, and to a reliance on.-him
for a fufficient fupply in future. Some excepti-
‘ons there are.  Some perfons I have the happi-
nefs to know, whofe chief pleafure it feems to
be, to devife liberal things, For the moft part,
we take care, firft, To be well {upplied (if pof-
{ible, with all the neceffaries, conveniences, and
not a few of the elegancies of life; then to have
a fnug fund laid up againft a rainy day, as the
phrafe is (if this is in an increafing way, fo much
the better) that when we look at children and
near relatives, we may fay to our hearts, ¢ Now
they are well provided for.,” And when we have
gotten all this and more, we are perhaps content,
for the love of CHR1sT, to beftow a pittance of
our {uperfluities, a tenth or a twentieth part of
what we fpend or hoard up for ourfelves, upon
the poor. But alas! what do we herein more
* than
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than others? Multitudes who know nothing of
the love of CurisT, will do thus much, yes,
perhaps greatly exceed us, from the meie feel-
ings of humanity,

But it may be afked, Would you fhew no re-
gard to the poﬂib:llty of leaving your wife or
children unprovided for? Quite the reverfe; 1
would have you attend to it very much, and be-
hold the fcriptures fhew you the more exccl ¢t
way. If you had a little money to fpare, would
you not lend it to me, if I aflured you it fhould
be repaid when wanted ¢ 1 can peint out to you
better intereft and better fecurity than 1 could
poffibly give you, Prov. xix. 17. ¢ He that hath
pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the LoxrDp, and
that which he hath given, will he pay him
again,””  What think you of this text ? Is it the
word of Gop or not? Is he worthy of beli~f, or
not? Is he able to make good his word, or is.he
not ! Idare ftake all my intereft in your friend-
fhip, (which I fhould be very loth to forfeit)
that if you at upon this maxim, in a ipirit. of °
prayer and faith, and with a fingle eye to his
glory, you fhall not be difappointed. Read over
Matt, vi, 26~34. Shall we confine that rea-
foning and thofe promifes to the primitive times ?
Say not, ¢ If the Lorb would make windows in
““ heaven this thing might be,” He has more
ways to blefs and profper thofe who truft in him,
thait'we are able to point out to him. But {
tell you, my friend, He will {ooner make win-
dows in heaven, turn ftones into bread, yea,
ftop the fun in his courfe, than he will fuffer
thofe who conicientioufly ferve bim, and depend
upon him, to be deftitute,

B o Some
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Some inftances we have had of minifters wha
have feemed to tranfgrefs the bounds of ftrilt
prudence in their attention to the poor. But if
they have been men of faith, prayer, and zeal 3
if they did it, not from a caprice of humour or
a {prit of lnd:_,.l;:nce, but from fuch motives as
the fcripture fuggelts and recommends, [ believe
thew families have feldom fuffeied forit. 1 wifh
vou to confult upon this head, what Mrs. Allein
fays in the affelting account fhe has given of that
honoured znd faithful fervant of Gop, her huf-
band, [oleph  Allein, Befides, you know not
what you: may altually fave in a courfe of years
by this method, The apofttle, [peaking of fome
abufes that obtained in the church of Corinth,
fays, #¢ For this caufe many are fick among

vou.” If prudence fhould thut up the bowels of
your compaflion (which I truft it never will) the
j,orD might quarter an Apothecary upon your
ramily, which would perhaps coft you twice the
mont.*y that would have fufficed to refrefh his
people, and to commend your miniftry and cha-
racter,

But if,. after all, rudence will be heard, I
ounfel you: to do thefe two things, Iirft, Be
very certain. that you allow yourfclves in nothing
iuperﬂuous You cannot, I trufl, in confcience
think of laying out one penny more than 1s
barely decent; unlefs you have another penny
to help the poor. Then, Sccondly, Let your
iriends, whoare in good citcumitances, be plainly
told, that though you love them, pmdence and
the ncceﬂ'ary charge of a family, .wiil not permit
you to entertain th“m, no not for a night,

W hat! fay you, fhut my door againft mv
friends ?
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fricnds? Yes, by all means, rather than anzin®
Curist, If the Lorp Jrsus was again upon
earth in a ftate of humiliation, and he, and the
beft friend you have, ftandine at your door, and
your provifion f{o ftrait that you.could not recerve
both, which would you entertain ? Now, Fe
fays of the poor, ¢ Inafmuch as you did it to
the leaft of thefe my brethren, you did it unia
me.”  Your friends have houfes of their own,
and money to pay at an inn, if you do not take
them in; but the poor need relief. Cne would
almoit think that paffage, Luke xiv. 12—y,
was not confidered as a part of Gon’s word, ac
leaft { believe there is no one paflage fo generaliy
neglected by his own people. 1 vo not think ic
unlawful to entertain our fiiends ; but if thele
words do not teach us, that it is in {ome efpedls
our duty to give 2 prererence to the poor, | am.
at a lofs to underftand them.

l was enabled to fet out upon the plan 1 re-
eommend to you, at a timie whtn my certan 1.
come was much too fcanty for my own provi.
fion, and before | had the expectation or promiis
of affiftance from any perfon upon carth,  Only
I knew that the Lord ccu/d provide me witl
whatever he faw needful, and 1 trufted that if Le
kept me dependent upon himfelf, and cefirous to
live for his fervice only, he afluredly would do
fo. Ihave as yet feen no caufe to repent it {
live upon his promife; for as to any prefent wavs
or means, every thing here below is fo uncer-
tain, that | conflider myfelf in the fame fituation
with the birds of the air, who have neither flore-
houfe or barn. To day I have enough for my-

felf, and fomething to impart to them that need ;

B3 a3
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as to futurity, the Lorp muft provide, and for
the moft part 1 can believe he will. I can tell
you, however, that new and then my heart i3
piuchied; unbelief creeps in, and felf would much
rather choofe a f{trong box, or what the world
i l: a certainty, than a life of abfolute depen-
t.¢nce upon the providence of Gon. However,
in my compofed hours 1 am well {atisfied. Hi-
therto he has gracioully taken care of me, there-
fore may my heart truft in him and not be afraid.,
Confider, my friend, the Lorp has donez well
for you likewife, e has fettled you peaceably
in a good and honourable intereft, he has now
anfwered your prayers in giving you a partner,
with whom you may take fweet counfel, one
that will help and ftrengthen you in your beft de-
fires, Beware therefore of that reafoning which
might lead you to diftruit the Lond your Gobp,
or to act as if you did.  You complain that there
is too much of an expenfive tafte among fome
perfons in your congregation. If you fet yours
felf to difcountenance this, and fhould. at the
fame time too clofely fhut up your hands, they
will be ready to charge you with being governed
by the {ame worldly f{pirit, though in another
form. If you have been hitherto tender and
bountiful to the poor, and fhould make too great
and too fudden an alteration in this refpeét, if
the blame fhould not fall upon you, it probably
would upon your wife, who I believe will be far
from deferving it. If the houfe which has been
open to the poor in former times, fhould be {hut
againft them now you live in it, would it not
lead the people’s thoughts back ! Would it not
open the mouths of thofe who do not love your
miniftry,
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miniltry, to fay, That notwithftanding all your
zcal about doltrines, you know how to take
care of your own intereft, as well as thofe whom
you have thought indifferent and lukewarm in
the caufe of the gofpel ! Would it not? But [
forbear. 1 know you need not fuch arguments.
Yet confider, how many eyes are upon you,
watching for your halting. Now at your firft
fetting out is the proper ime ferioufly to feek the
Lorp’ diretions, that you may from the be-
ginning adopt fuch a plun a, may be moft for
your owvn comfert, the honour of your ¢harac-
ter as a minifter, the glory of him who has called
you, and the cdification of your people. It is
eafier to begin weil, than to make alterations
afterwards, 1 truft the Lorp will guide and
- blefs you in your deliberations, And for my
own part, [am notin the leaft afraid that you will
ever have caufe to blame me for the advice 1 have
given, if you fhould be difpofed to follow it.

I have given you my opinion freely, and per-
baps with an appearance of more {trictnefs than
is necefiary. But I would apply our Lorp’s
words tn another cale, to this: ¢ All men can-
‘“ not recetve this faying ; he that is able to re-
¢ ceive it, let him receiveit.,” 1f the Lorp has
given you this-confidence in his word, you are
happy. It is better than thg poﬁ'cﬂ'wn of thou-
{ands by the year,

1 am very fincerely yours,

OMICROQN,

L

B4 LETTER
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LETTER I

Extra® of a Letter to a STupenT in Divinity,

DEear Siz,
THE fubject of your laft is important. I can

{ympathize with your anxiety, having known
much of it myfelf, and therefore willingly de-
vote my firf leifure to your fervice, But fhall
indeed condole with you, or fhall I rather con-
cratulate you on the perplexity you complain of !
I know it is not pleafing, but I hope it will be
{anctified and profitable to you,

‘Though I am no enemy to the acquifition of
ufeful knowledge, I have feen many-inftances of
young men who have been much hurt by what
they expeéted to recap advantage from. They
have gone to the Academy humble, peaceabie,
{piritual, and lively ; but have come out feli-
wife, dogmatical, cenforious, and full of a pru-
dence founded upon the falfe maxims of the
world, I have been ready to addrels them with.
that line of Milton :

If thou art he—~But ah! how fall'n'!

" I do not mention this as the neceffary fault of
the inftitution, but as the frequent eftect of no-
rions too haftily picked up, when not fanctified
by grace, nor balanced by a proportionable depth
of fpiritual experience. I am therefore glad to
hear, that notwithftanding the advantages you
have had in the purfuit of your ftudies, you feel
an inward conviction that you {till need fome-

thing,
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thing, which you cannot receive from men or-
books, in order to compleat your fitnels for the
miniftry ; that you may be ¢¢ A wortkman that
¢ needs not to be afhamed,”” 'and enabled rigatly
to divide (to diftinguifh and diftribute) the word -
of truth,

It feems to me, a point of more curiofity ihan
ufe, to inquire too nicely into the modus of the
Holy Spirit’s affiftance in the compofure and de-
livery of fermons. If we cannot exatily ftate
the boundaries between what we may deem toe
1efult of our own thoughts, and the needful 1n-
fluence of the Holy Spirit, it feems a {afe way
to give him the honour of the whole, and to at-
tribute nothing to ourfelves but our infirmities.
If we have a capacity, means for improvement,
diligence to make ufe of thofe means, and if that
diligence is attended with any degree of fuccels ;
may we not acknowledge that the former links
of this chain are the eftect of his goodnefs and
favour, no iefs than the latter
~ To the queltion, How far it is lawful to ex-
pect this aflitance ¥ I anfwer, It is lawful very
far, even tolay the whole ftrefs upon it, {o asto
be firmly perfuaded that we can neither meditate
or {peak to the purpofc without 1t; that if we
have not this affitance, whatever cife we have,
or may think we have, we fhall but ¢ darken
‘¢ counfel by words without knowledge.”  tr
this, Ithink, I have warrant in John xv, 5. If
any perfon fuppefes he has o far maftered a {i{-
tem of divinity, that though he can indeed b
better with the Spiric’s afiftance, yet he can mzke
a tolerable {bift without it I cnvy him not this
attainment, ’

B 5 but,
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- But, if the queftion intends, How far a depen-
dence upon the Holy Spirit may lawfully {uper-
fede the ufe of means? I anfwer, Not in the leatt,
The blefling and the means are fo clofely united,
that they cannoc be (eparated, The blefling may
be furely expected, if diligently fought in the
ufe of proper means, and we have no juft reafon
to expect it without them, But to clear up the
whole, let it be conlidered, What may deferve
the name of diligence in this matter, and what
are the proper means?

By diligence, I underftand [paritual diligence.
Such an allive, improving, induftrious habit, as
is peculiar to a heart imprefled with fome real
abiding fenfe of the Jove of Gob, the worth of
{fouls, the fhortnefs of time, and the importance
of eternity, W ithout this turn of mind, though
a man fhould fpend fixteen hours every day in
his ftudy, he may be amere trifler.  The greateft
part of his application will be fpent on what 1
Jeaft neceflary, and his knowledge will chiefty
prove of that fort which puffeth up, without com-
municating any real benefit. Gen. xli. 21,
Plalm cxxvit. 2.

The. chief means for attaining wifdom, and
fuitable gifts for the miniftry, are, the holy ferip-
tires-and prayer. ‘The one is the fountain of
living water, the other the bucket with which
we are to draw, And [ believe you will find, by
obfervation, that the man, who is moft frequent
and fervent in prayer, and moft devoted to the
word of Gop, wiil fhine and flourifh above his
fellows, Next to thele, and derived from them,
is meditation. By this, 1 do not mean a ftated
excicife upon fome one particular fubjedt, {o

much
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much as a difpolition of mind to obferve carea
fully what pafles withio us and around us, what
we fee, hear, and feel, and to apply all tor the
illuftration and confirmation of the written word
to us. In the ufe of thefe means, and an
humble dependence upon the Lord in all the
changing difpenfations we pafs through, our fpi-
ritual experience will enlarge ; and tais experi-
ence is the proper fund of our minifterial capa-
city, {o far as it may be confidered inherent in
us, Prov. xvi. 23, Matt. xiii. 52. 1 John i. 3.

Thefe means are of univerfal importance, The
wifelt can do nothing without them, the weakel
fhall not ufe them in vain, There are likewile
{ubordinate means, which may be helpful, ard

fhould in gencral be attended to. Yet. they
ought not, I apprehend, to be confidered as a

fine qua non, in a minifter’s cail and fitnefs,
The firft preachers had them not, and fome in
the preient day are enabled to do well without
then. Under this head, I principally intend alf
that comes under the ufual denomination of lited |
rature, a competent acquaintance with the learn-
ed languages, hiftory, natural philofophy, &c..
1s very. defirable, If thefe things are held in a
proper {ubferviency, if they do not. engrofs tao,
rauch of our time, nor add fuel to the fire _oﬁ_
that felf-importance, which is our great {nare;:
they may contribute to increafe and enlarge our.
1deas, and facilitate our exprefling ourfelves with®
propriety. But thefe attainments (like riches)
are attendcd with their peculiar temptations, and
unlefs they are under the regulation of a found
judgment, and ‘a fpiritual frame of mind, will

prove (Itke Saul’s armour to David) rather cum-
berfome
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berfome than ufeful in preaching,. The fermons
of -preachers thus qualified, are often more inge~
nious than edifying, and rather fet off the Man,
than commend the gofpel of CHRisT.

“As you defire my advice with refpect to your
future ftudies, I fhall comply wnhout heﬁtatlon

or ceremony.
The original {criptures well deferve your pains,

and will richly repay them. There is doubtlefs
a beauty, fulnefs, and fpirit in the originals,

which the beft tranflations do not always exprefs
‘When a word or phrafe admits of various fenies,
the tranflators can only preferve one; and it 1s
not to be fuppofed (unlefs they were perfedly
under the influence of the fame infallible Spirit)
‘that 'they fhould always prefer the beft. Only
be-upon your guard, left you fhould be tempted
to think, that becaufe you are mafter of the gram-
“matical conftru&tion, and can tell the feveral ac-
ceptations of the words in the beft authors ; you
are therefore and thereby mafter of the fpiritual
fenfe likewife. This you muft derive from your
" experimental knowledge, and the mﬂuence and
| teachmg of the Spirit of Gob. -
- Another thing which will much affit you in
- eompoling 2nd {peaking properly and acceptalﬂy,
is Logic, 'This wil] teach you what properly be-
- Jongs to your fubjelt, and what may be beft {up=
prefled 5 and likewife to explain, divide, enu-
merate, and range your ideas to advantage.” A
lax, immethodical, difproportionate'manner, is to.
be aveided. Yet beware of the contrary extreme,
An’ affe@ed ftarchnels and over-accuracy will
fetter you, will make your difcourfes lean and
dry, preclude a ufeful variety, and favour more

of
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of the fchool-lamp, than of that heavenly fire
which alone can make our meditations efficacious,
and profitable either to ourfelves or our hearers..

The proper medium can hardly be taught by
rule; experience, obfervation, and prayer, are
the beft guides.
" As your inquiry feems chicfly to be, How to
fill up your out-lines? 1 would advife you to
ftudy the Jiving as well as the dead, or rather
more. Converfe much with experienced chrif-
tians and exercifed fouls, You will find advan-
tage in this refpect, not only from the wife, but
from the weak of the flock. In the courfe of
your acquaintance, you will meet with fomein
a backfliding ftate, fome under temptations,
fome walking in darknefs, others rejoicing in
‘the light, &c.  Obferve how their {pirits work,
what they fay, and how they reafon in their fe-
veral cafcs; what methods and arguments you
-find moft fuccefsful in comforting the feeble-
“minded, raifing up thofe who are caft down, and
the like, and what anfwers they return, Com-
pare thefe with the word of Gop, and your own
heartt  What you obferve of ten perfons .n
thefe different fituations, may be applied to ten
thoufand. For (though fome circumftances vary)
the heart of man, the aids of grace, and the ar-
tifices of Satan, in general, are univerfally the
fame. And whenever you are to preach, re-
- member, that fome of all thefe forts will proba-
bly be before you, and each fhould have fome~
~ thing faid te their own peculiar cafe. ,
The tempted and diftrefled will be moft pro-
- bably relieved, by opening the various ftates and
exercifes of the heart, and by fhewing from

{criptural
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feriptural ard other examples, that no new thing
has befallen them, ‘T'he carelefs and backi{liders,
who have made a profeflion, fhould be reminded
of that bleflednef(s they once fpoke of, and warn-
ed of their danger. Thofe who are now upon
the mount, fhould be cautioned to expeét 3
change, and to guard againft fecurity and {pir-
tual pride. To the dead in trelpafles and {ins
(fome fuch will be always prefent) it is needful
to preach the fpintualiiy and fanction of the law,
that they may be ftirred up to feek to Jefus, Of
him, all awwakened fouls love to hear much.  Leg
Him therefore be your capital fubjet. If yoy
difculs fome lefs eflential topic, or bend all your
ftrength to clear up fome dark text, though you
fhould difplay much learning and ingenuity, you
will probably fall fhort of your main defign,
which I dare fay will be to promore the glory
of Gop, and the good of fouls.

You will likewife find advantage, by attend-
ing as much as you can on thofe preachers whom
Gop has blefled with much power, life, and
fucce(s in their miniftry,  And in this you will
do well, not to couiine yourfelf to any denomi-
nation or party, for the Spirit of the Lorbp is
not confined. Different men have difterent gifts
and talents, I would not wifh you to be a flavifh
admirer of any man, CHRisT alone is our -
Matfter and Teacher. But ftudy the excellen-
cies of each, and if you obferve a fault in any
(for no human models are perfect) you will fee
what you are youri:lf to avoid. |

Your inquiries, refpeéiing my own expert- "
rience, on this fubjelt, muft be an{wered very

briefly. 1 have long lince learnt, that if. 1 was:
eves
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ever to be a minifter, faith and prayer muft make
me one. 1 defire to feek the Lord’s direttion,
both in the choice and management of fubjedts ;
but I do not expet it in a way of extraordi-
nary impulfe, but in endeavouring to avail my-
{elf, to the beft of my judgment, of prefent cir-
cumftances. The converfe I have with my peg-
ple, ufually foggefts what I am to preach to
them., At firft, my chief folicitude ufed to be,
what I fhould find to fay: I bope it is now, ra-
ther, that 1 may not fpeak in vain. FKor the
LorD has fent me here, not to acquire the cha-
ratter of a ready fpeaker, but to win fouls to
CHRrisT, and to edify his people. As to prepa-
ration, I make little ufe of books, excepting the
Bible and Concordance, Though | preach with-
out notes, [ moft frequently write more or lefs
upon the {ubject. Often when [ begin, I am at
a lofs how I fhall proceed ; but one thing infen-
fibly offers after another, and in general, 1 be-
lieve the beft and moft ufeful parts of my fer--
mon occur de nove while [ am preaching.  This
reminds me of Luther’s maxim, ¢ Bene precaffe
efl bene fluduifle”  When | can iind my heart in
frame and liberty for prayer, every thing clfe is
comparatively ealy.

1 fhall be very glad if any thing I have offered
may afford you fatisfaltion. The fum of my
advice is this—Examine your heart and views,
Can you appeal to him who knows all things,
concerning the fincerity of your aim? "I'hat
you devote yourfelf to the work of the miniftry,
not for worldly regards, but with an humble de-
fire to promote the Redeemer’s kingdom.  If fo,

and his providence has thus far concurred with
}"OU,
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you, truft him for your fufficiency of every kind,
and he will notdifappoint you; but will be near
to ftrengthen you according to your day, De-
pend not upon any cifterns you can hew out for
yourfelf, but rejoice that you have liberty to
come to the fountain that is always full, and al-
ways fdowing. You muft not expect a mecha-
nical {ufficiency, fuch as artificers acquire by
habit, and exercilfe in their bufinels. When
you have preached well nincteen times, this will
be no fecurity for the twentieth. Yea, when
you have been upheld for twenty years,. fhould.
the LorD withhold his hand, you would be as
much at a lofs as at firft.
if you lean upon books or men, or upon your
own faculties, and attainments, you will be in
fear and in danger of falling continually. Butf
you ftay yo ourfelf upon the Lorp, he will not
only make good your expeCiations, but in time-
will give you a becoming conhidence in his good=
refs, and f{ree you from your prefent anxiety,.
One thing more 1 muft mention as belonging
to the fubject: That a comfortable freedom for-
public fervice depends much upon the fpirituality.
of our walk before Gop and man, Wifdom
will not dwell with a trifling, an afluming, a
“cenforious,. er a worldly fpirit.  But.if'it is our
bufinefs and our pleafure to contemplate JEsus, .
and to walk in his fteps, he will blefs us; we
{hall be like trees planted by a conftant ﬁream,.
and he will profper the work of .our hands,
- I am, Dear SR,
Your affeGionate friend and
Servant in the Gofpel,. -
OMICRON,
LETTER



LETTETR IL

A Letter to aFnend on the queftion, Whether
the {ins of, believers fhall be publicly declared
at the great day? Or how are we to under-
ftand the Apoﬁles aflertion, ¢ We muft all

¢ appear before the Judgment -feat of CHRIST,
‘“ that every one may receive the things done
“ in his body, according to that he hath
o done, whether it be good or bad."—
2 Lor. v. 10. compared with Rom, X1y, 12.

"My pEAR SR,

MY Heart congratulates you. What changes
Y& and event; many in younger life may be
relerved to {ee, who can tell ! But your pilgri«
mage 15- nearly fnithed,—You ftand upon the.
river's brink, with the city full in view, waiting
and withing For the appointed hour ; you need
not be anxious concerning vour paflage, for
every circumitance attending it 1s already ad-
jufted by infinite wifdom and love, and the King
himfelf will be ready to receive you,  While you
continue herey:l am glad to hear from- you, and.
fhould be glad to contribute in any way or de-
gree to your f{atisfaltion, or even to fhew my
willingnefs, if I can do no more. 1 can propofe
little more than the latter, by offering my thoughts
on the fubject you propofe from 2 Cor. v. 10,
and the zpparent difficulty of underftanding that
paflage, in full harmony with the many texgs
whtch feem exprefly to aflert that the fins of be-

lievers
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lievers are fo fergiven as to be remembered no
nore.

There 1s doubtlefs (as you obferve) a perfect
confiftence in every part of the word of Gob;
the difficulties we meet with are wholly owing to
the narrownefs of our faculties, and the igno-
rance which in fome degree is infeparable from
cur prefent ftate of imperfeCtion. And we may
in general reft fatished with the thought, that
there is a bright moment approaching, when the
vail fhall be wholly taken away. It is the part
of faith to reft upon the plain declarations of
feripture, without indulging a blameable curio-
fity of knowing more than is clearly revealed;
yet while we humbly depend upon divine teach-
ing, It is right to aim at as enlarged a fenfe of
what 1s revealed as we can attzin to. Every ac-
quifition of this kind is more valuable than gold,
efpecially reflpecling thofe points which have an
tmmediate tendency to comfert and {upport us
under the view of an approaching diffolution,

The queftion you have propofed is undoubtedly
of this nature.

May the Lorp direét my thoughts and pen,
that I may not ¢ darken counfel by words
¢¢ without knowledge !”~———1I have been look-
ing over the paffage you refer to.in Dr. Ridgley,
and think I might be well excufed from faying
any thing further on the {ubject, as he hath
briefly and fully {tated all the arguments that
have occurred to me on either fide of the quef-
tion, and clofes with a proper caution not to be
peremptory in determining, left by attempting to
be wife above what is written, 1 {hould betray
my own folly.——Yet as you defire to have my

thoughts,
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thoughts, I mult fay fomething—I wifh I may
not give you reafon to think that this caution
has been loft upon me,

[ think all the great truths, in which we are
concemed are clcarlv and expreﬂy laid down,
not only in one but in many places of fcripture ;
but it fometimes happens that here and there we
meet with a text, which in the firft and obvious
found of the words [eems to fpeak difterently
from what is aflirted more largely elfewhere;
which texts; fingly taken, afford fome men their
only g:round for the bypothefis they maintain,
(Thus the Arians lay a great ftrefs on John xiv,
28. and the Arminians on James ii. 24, &c.)
But their true interpretation is to be fought ace
cording to the analogy of faith., They are ca-
pable of a fenfe agreeable to the others, though
the otners are not-intelligible 1n the fenfe they
would fix upon thefe, In like manner I would
fay, whatever may be the precile meaning of
2 Cor. v. 10. we are fure it cannot be defigned
to weaken what we are taught in almoft every
page, of the free, abfolute, and unalterable na-
ture of a believer’s juftification ; the benefit of
which, as to the forgivene(s of fin, is fignified
by the phrafes of blotting out—not remember«
ing—cafting behind the back—and into the
depths of the fea-—T he fins of a believer are {o
effelually removed, that even when, or if they
are fought for, they cannot be found. For
JEsus has borne them away : believers are coms
pleat in him, and clothed in his righteoufnefs.—
They fhall ftand before Gop without fpet or

wrinkie.  Who fhall Jay any thing to their
charge ¢

But
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But it is probable that thofe ftray expreffions
chiefly, if notentirely, refpect the guilt, 1mputa-
tion, and deferved confequences of {in.—None
can fuppofe that the Lorp will or can forget the
fins of his people, or that they can be ever hid
from his all- comprehending view, Neither can
I think they themfelves will forget them. Their
fong is founded upon a recolletion of their {ins
and their circumiftances in this life, Rev, v. g.
and their love, and confequently their happinefs,
feems infeparably connected with the confciouf-
nefs of what they were, and what they had done.
Luke vii.- 47.  And | think thofc are the {weet-
eft moments in this life, when we have the clear-
eft fenfe of our own fins, provided the fenfe of
our acceptance in the Beloved 1s proporticnably
clear, and we feel the confolations of his love,
notwirthftanding ali our tranigiefiions. When
we. artive in glorv unbelief and fear will ceafe
for ever; our nearnefs to (Gop, and communion
with him, will be unfpeakably beyond what we
can now cunceive,  Therefore the remembrance
of our fins wili be no abatement of our blifs, but
rather the contrary,  When Pharaobh and his hoft
were alive, znd purfuing the lraelites, they were
terrified,  But at'erwards, when they faw their
enemies dead upon the fhore, their joy and tri-
umph were not abated, but heightened by the
confideration of their number

With refpect to our fins being made known
to others, 1 acknowledge with you that | could
not now bear to have any of my fellow-creaturcs
made acquainted with what pafles in my heart
for a fingle day; butl apprehend it 15 a part-and

a proof of my prefent depravity, that I feel my;
{e!
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(elf difpofed to pay fo great a regard to the judg-
ment of men, while I am f{o little aftefted” with

what I am in the fight of the pure and holy Gop,
But I believe that hereafter when felf fhall be
entirely rooted out, and my will perfetly unic-
ed.to the divine will, I fhould feel no relultance
({fuppoling it for the manifeftation of his glorious
grace) that men, angels, and devils fhould know
the very worft of me; whether it will be fo or
no, Idare notdetermine. Perhaps the difficulty
chiefly lies in the neceflity of our being at pre-
fent taught heavenly things by carthly. In the
defcriptions we have of the great day, allufion is
made to what is moft {folemn in human tranfs
altions, The ideas of the judgment-feat, the
great trumpet, of the books being opened, and the
pleadings, Matt, xxv. 37—44. feem to be bor-
rowed from the cuftoms that obtain among
men, to help our weak conceptions, rather than
juftly and fully to defcribe what will be the real
procefs,—Now when we attempt to look into the
unfeen world, we carry our ideas of time and
place, and fenfibie objelts, along with us; and
we cannot diveft ourfelves of them, or provide
ourfelves with better; yet perhaps they have as
little relation to the objelts we aim at, as the
ideas which 2 man born blind acquires from what
he hears and feels, have to the true nature of
light and colours, Mr. Locke mentions one,
who, after much thought and converfation, fup-
pofed he had got a tolerable notion of ccARLET,
and that it was {omething nearly relembling the
found of a trumpet. Perhaps this is no impro-
per emblem of the utmoft we can attain to, when

we are endeavouring to realize the folemmities
o}
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of the judgment day; what we mean by me-
mory and reafoning, may poffibly have no place
in the world of fpirits, We guefs at fomething
more {uitable perhaps, when we ule the term
Intuition, But I apprehend we muft die before
we can fully underftand what it fignifies; per-
haps thoughts may be as intelligible there as words
are here,

In a word, my dear Sir, if I have not given
you fatisfaction, (l am fure I have not {atished
myfelf) accept my apology in the words of a
much wifer and an infpired man: ¢¢ Such know-
¢ ledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, 1
¢ cannot attain unto it.,” Ere long we fhall
know : in the mean while our caufe is in fure
hands, we have a Shepherd who will guide us
below, an Advocate who will receive and pre-
fent us before the throne above. I truft weé meect
daily before the throne of grace, hereifter we
fhall meet in glory, The paper will allow no
more, Belicve me yours in the Lorb,

OMICRON,

LETTER
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LETTER 1V,

To THERON, on FaMiLy WoRrsuIp,

S TR,
ANegie& of family prayer is, I am afraid,

too common amongft profeflors in this day.
I am glad that you confider it both as a duty and
a privilege, and are by grace determined, that
when you fhall commence mafter of a family,
you will worfhip Gop with all your houfe. It
was Abraham’s commendation, that he not only
{erved the Lorp himfelf, but was folicitous that
his children and houfhold might ferve him like-
wife. [ truft that He who inclines your heart
to walk 1a the footfteps of faithful Abraham,
will blefs you in the attempt, and give you pedce
in your dwelling ; a mercy which is feldom en-
joyed, which indeed cin hardly be expelted, by
thofe ramilies which call not upon the Lorp,
Though I readily comply with your requeft,
and fhould be glad if I can offer any thing that
may aflift or animate you in your good purpofe,
I am afraid 1 fhall not anfwer your expectations,
with regard to the particulars of your inquiry,
concerning the moft proper method of conduét-
ing family worfhip. The circumftances of fa-
milies are {o various, that no determinate rules
can be laid down, nor has the word of Gob pre-
{cribed any; becaufe, ‘being of univerfal obliga-
tion, it is wifely and gracioufly accommodated
to fuit the different fituations of his people, You
muft
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muft therefore, as to circumftantials, judge for
yourfelf, You will do well to purfue fuch a
method as you fhall find moft convenient to your~
felf and family, without fcrupuloufly binding
yourfelf when the fcripture has left you free.

We have no pofitive precept enjeining us any
fet time for prayer, nor even how often we fhould
pray, either in public or private: though the
expreflions of ¢ continuing inftant In prayes,
‘“ praying without ceafing,” and the like, plainly
intimate that prayer fhould befrequent, Daniel
prayed three times a day; which the plalmift
fpeaks of as his practice likewife, and in one place
declares his purpofe of prailing Gob feven times
a day, This laft expreffion is, perhaps, indefi-
nite, not precifely feven times, but very often.
Indeed a perfon who lives in the exercife of faith
and love, and who finds by experience that it is
good for him to draw nigh to Gop, will not want
to be teld how often he muft pray, any more
than how often he mult converfe with an earthly
friend, Thofe whom we love, we love to be
much with., Love is the beft cafuift, and either
refolves or prevents a thoufand {cruples and quef-
tions which may perplex thofe who only-ferve
Gop from principles of conftraint and fear.
And a believer will account thofe his happieft
days, when he has moft leifure and moft liberty
of {pirit for the exercife of prayer. However, I
think family prayer cannot be faid to be faicd,
unlefs it is performed at leaft daily, and, when
unavoidable hindrances do not prevent, twicc a
day. ‘Though all times and [eafons are alike to
the LorD, and his ear is always open whenever
we have a heart to call upon him; yet to #s there

is
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is a peculiar fuitablenefs in beginning and clofing
the day with prayer. Inthe morning, toacknotw-
ledge his goodnefs in our prefervation through the
night, and intreat his prefence and bleflirg on
our perfons and callings in the courfe of the day ;
and at night, to praife him for the mercies of
the day paft, to humble ourfelves before him for
what has been amifs, to wait on him for a re-
newed manifeftation of his pardoning love, and
to commit ourfelves and our concerns to his care
and protetion while we fleep. You will of courfe
chufe thofe hours wlhen you are leaft liable to be
incommoded by the calls of bufinefs, and when
the family can aflemble with the moft conveni-
ence, Only I would obferve, That it greatly
preferves regularity and good order 1n a houfe, to
keep conftantly to the fame hours, when it is
practicable, And likewife, That it 1s beft not
to defer evening prayer till late, 1f it can be well
avoided ; left fome who joinin the exercife, and
perhaps the perfon himfelf wholeads in it, thould
be too weary or fleepy to give a duc attention,
On this account, I fhould advife to have family
prayer before fupper, where people have the
choice and difpofal of their own hours,

I'think with you, that it is very expedient and
proper that reading a portion of the woid of Gob
thould be ordinarily a part of our family wor-
thip; fo likewife, to fing a hymn or pfalm, or
part of one, at difcretion 3 provided there are fomc
perfons in the family who have enough of a mufi-
cal ear and voice to conduét the finging in a to-
lerable manner, otherwife perhaps it may be bet-
ter omitted, If you read and fing as well as

C nray,
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pray, care fhould be taken that the combined
fervices do not run into an inconvenient length,

The chief thing to be attended to is, that it
may be a {piritual fervice; and the great evil to
be dreaded and guarded againft in the exercife of
every duty that returns frequently upon us, is
formality, If a ftated courfe of family prayer is
kept up as conftantly in its feafon as the ftriking
of the clock, it may come in time to be almoft
as mechanically performed, uniefs we are conti-
nually looking to the Lord to keep our hearts
alive, It moft frequently happens, that one or
more members of a family are unconverted per-
fons. When there are fuch prefent, a great re-
gard fhould be had to them, and every thing con-
dulted with a view to their edification, that they
may not be difgufted or wearied, or tempted to
think that it is little more than the fathion or
cuftom of the houfe ; which will probably be the
cafe, unlefs the mafter of the family is lively and
earneft in performance of the duty, and likewife
circumfpect and confiftent in every part of his
behaviour at other times. By leading in the
worlhip of Gop before children, fervants, or
ftrangers, a man gives bond (as it were) for his
behaviour, and adds ftrength to every other mo-
tive which fhould engage him to abftain from all

appearance of evil, It fhould be a conftant check
upon our language and tempers in the prefence
of our families, to confider that we began the
day, and propole to end it with them in prayer,
‘T'he apoftle Peter ufes this argument to influ-
ence the conduct of bufbands and wives towards
each other ; and it is equally applicable to all the
members of a family, ¢ That your prayers be

2 not
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not hindered :”” That is, either prevented and
put off, or defpoiled of all life and efficacy ; by
the ferment of finful paflions. On the other hand,
the proper exercife of family prayer, when re-
commended by a fuitable deportment, is a happy
means of inftructing children and fervants in the
preat truths of religion, of {oftening their preju-
dices, and infpiring them with a temper of re-
fpect and affeftion, which will difpofe them to
chearful obedience, and make them unwilling to
grieve or offend. In this inftance, as in every
other, we may obferve, that the Lord’s com-
mands to his people are not arbitrary appotnt-
ments, but that; fo far as they are con{cientioufly
complied with, they have an evident tendency
and fuitablenefs to promote our own advantage,
He requires us to acknowledge him in our fami-
lies, for our own fakes, not becaufe he has need
of our poor fervices, but becaufe we have need
of his blefling; and without the influence of his
grace {which is promifed to all who feek it) arc
fure to be unhappy in ourfelves and in all our
connections.

When hufband and wife are happily partakers
of the fame faith, it feems expedient, and for
their mutual good, that, befides their private de-
votions and joining in family prayer, they {hiould
pray together. ‘They have many wants, mer-
cies, and concerns in common with each other,
and diftin& from the reft of the family. The
manner in which they fhould improve a little
time in this joint exc¢rcife cannot well be pre-
fcribed by a third perfon; yet I will venture to
{uggeft one thing; and the rather, as 1 do not
remember to have met with it in print, 1 con-

Ca celye
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ceive that it may prove much to their comfort te
pray alternately, not only the hufband with and
for the wife, but the wife with and for the huf-
band. The dpirit of Gop, by the Apoltle, has
exprefly reftrained women from the exercife of
fpiritual gifts in public; but I apprehend the
pratice [ am fpeaking of, can no way interfere
with that reftriction. 1 {uppofe them in private
together, and then I judge it to be equally right
and proper for either of them to pray with the
other, Nor do 1 meet any thing in St. Paul’s
writings to prevent my thinking, that if he had
been a married man, he would, though an apo-
ftle, have been glad of the prayers of his wife. If
you afk, how often they fhould pray together:
I think the oftener the better, provided it does
not break in upon their duties ; once a day at leaft,
and if there is a choice of hours, it might be as
well at fome diftance from their other feafons of
worfhip., But!I would obferve, 25 before, that in
matters not exprefly commanded, prudence and
experience muft dirett.

I have written upon a fuppofition that you ufe
extempore prayer; but as there are many heads
of families, who fear the LorD, and have not
yet attained liberty to pray extempore before
others, 1 would add, that their inability in this
refpet, whether real, or whether only proceed-
ing from fear, and an undue regard to felf, will
not juftify them in the omiffion of family prayer.
Helps may be procured. Mr. Jenks’s Devotions
are in many hands, and I doubt not but there are
other excellent books of the fame k%ind, with
which I am not acquainted. If they begin with

a form, not with a defign to cenfine themfelves
always
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always to one, but make it a part of their fecret
pleading at the throne of grace, that they may be
favoured with the gift and {pirit of prayer; and
accuftom themfelves, while they ufe a form, to
inter{perfe fome petitions of their own ; there is
little doubt but they will in time find a growth
in liberty and ability, and at length lay their book
entirely afide.  For, it being every believers
duty to worfhip Gob 1n his family, his promife
may be depended upon, to give them a {ufficicncy
in all things, for thofe fervices which he requires
of them.

Happy is that family where the worfhip of Gop
is conftantly and confcientioufly maintained.
Such bhoules are Temples, in which the Lorp
dwells, and Ca/lles garrifoned by adivine Power.,
I do not fay, that by honouring Gob in your
houfe, you will wholly elcape a fhare in the trials
incident to the prefent uncertain {tate of things.
A meafure of fuch trials will be neceflary for the
excrci{e and manifeftation of your graces, to give
you 2 more convincing proof of the truth and
{fweetnefs of the promifes made to a time of afflic-
tion, to mortify the body of fin, and to wean
you more effeGually from the world, But this
I wiil confidently fay, That the Lorp will both
henour and comfort thofe who thus honour him.
Seafons will occurin which you fhall know, and
probably your neighbours fhall be conftrained to
take notice, that he has not bid you feek him in
vain. If you meet with troubles, they fhall be
accompanied by fupports, and followed by deli-
verance. And you fhall upon many occafions
experience, that he is your protector, preferving

C 3 you



( 30 )

you and yours from the evils by which you witl
{ee others {uffering around you.

I have rather exceeded the limits I propofed,

and therefore fhall only add a requeft, that in

your addrefles at the throne of grace you will re-
member,

5 IR,
Your friend and fervant in the gofpel,

OMICRON,.

LETTETR V.

On the SvarEs and DiFrFicurTiEs attending
the MinisTRY of the (GOSPEL,

Dear Sir,

I AM glad to hear that you are ordained, and
that the LorbD is about to fix you in a place
where there 1s a profpett of your being greatly
ufeful. He has given you the defire of your
heart: and 1 hope he has given you likewile a
heart to devote yourfelf, without referve, to his
{ervice, and the fervice of fouls for his fake. [
willingly comply with your requeft, and fhall,
without cererony, ofter you fuch thoughts as
occur to me upon this occafion.

You have doubtlefs often anticipated in your
mind the nature of the fervice to which you are

now called, and made it the fubject of much con-
fideration
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{ideration and prayer, But a diftant view of the
miniftry is generally very difterent from what
it is found to be, when we are actually engaged
in it. ‘T'he young foldier, who has never feen
an enemy, may form fome generzl notions of
what 1s before him ; but his ideas will be much
more lively and diverfiied, when he comes upon
the field of battle, 1f the Lord was to fhew us
the whole beforehand, who, that has a duc fenfe
of his own infufficiency and weaknefs, would
venture to engage? But he firft draws us by a
conftraining fenfe of his love, and by giving us
an impreflion of the worth of fouls, and leaves
us to acquire a knowledge of what 1s difficule
and difagreeable, by a gradual experience.  T'he
miniftry of the gofpel, like the book which the
apoftle John eat, is a bitter {weet ; but the {weet-
nefs is tafted firft, the bitternefs is ufually known
afterwards, when we are {o far cngaged that there
1s no going back.

Yet | would not difcourage you; it is a good
and noble caufe, and we ferve a good and gra-
cious Mafter; who, though he will make us
feel our weaknefs and vilenefs, will not fufter us
to fink under it, His grace is fufficient for us:
and if he favours us with an bumble and depen-
dent fpirit, a fingle eye and a fimple heart, he
will make every difficulty give way, and moun-
tains thall fink into plains before his power,

You have known fomething of Satan’s devices
while you were in private life: how bhe has en-
vied your privileges, aflaulted your peace, and
laid fnares for your feet; though the Lorp
would not fuffer him to hurt you, he has per-
mitted him to fift and tempt, and fhoot his fiery

C 4 arrows
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arrows at you, Without fome of this difcipline,
you would have been very unht for that part of
your ofiice, which confifts in fpeaking a word in
{cafon to weary and heavy-laden fouls. But you
mzy now expect to hear from him, and to be
befet by his power and fubtilty in a different man-
ner, You are now to be placed In the forefront
of the battle, and to ftand as it were for his
mark : fo fir as he can prevail againft you now,
not yourfelf only, but many others will be affect-
ed: many eyes will be upon you; and if you
take a wrong ftep, or are enfnared :nto a wrong
fpirit, you will open the mouths of the adverla-
ries wider, and grieve the hearts of believers
more fenfibly, than if the fame things had hap-
pened to you while you was a layman. ‘I'he
work of the miniftry is truly honourable, but,
like the poft of honour in a battle, it 1s attended
with peculiar dangers : thercfore the apoftle cau-
tions Timothy, ¢ Take heed to thyfelf, and to
thy doctrine.” To thyfelf in the frft place, and
then to thy dollrine; the latter without the for-
mer would be impracticable and vain.

You have need to be npon your guard in what-
ever way your firlt attempts to preach the gofpel
may feem to operate, If you fhould (as may
probably be the cafe, where the truth has been
little known) meet with much oppolition, you
will perhaps find it a heavier trial than you are
aware of 3 but I fpeak of it only as it mightdraw
forth your corruptions, and give Satan advantage
againft you; and this may be two ways, firft by
embittering your {pirit againft oppofers, fo as to
fpeak in anger, to fet them at defiance, or reta-

liate upon them in their own way, which, befides
bringing
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bringing guilt upon your confcience, would of
courfe increafe your difficulties, and impede your
ufefulnefs : A violent oppolition againft minifters
and profeflors of the gofpel, is fometimes exrre(s-
ed by the devil’s roaring, and fome people think
no good can be done without it. It is allowed,
that men who love darknefs will fhew their dif-
like of the light; but I believe, if the wifdom
and meeknefs of the friends of the gofpel, had been
always equal to their good intentions and zeal,
the devil would not have had opportunity of
roaring {o loud as he has fometimes done. The
fubject matter of the gofpel is offence enough to
the carnal heart; we muft therefore cxpect op-
pofition, but we fhould not provoke or delpife
it, or do any thing to aggravate it. A patient
continuance in well-doing, a confiftency in cha-
radter, and an attention to return kind offices for
hard treatment, will in a courfe of time greatly
{often the fpirit of oppofition ; and inftances are
to be found of minifters, who are treated with
fome refpeét, even by thofa perfons in their pa-
rithes who are moft averfe to their doltrine,
When the apoftle direlts us, ¢ If it be poffible,
¢ and as much as in us lies, to live peaceably
¢ with all men,” he feems to intimate, that
though it be difficult, it is not wholly impracii-
cable; we cannot change the rooted prejudices
of their hearts againft the gofpel; but it is pof-
fible, by the Lor p’s blefing, to ftop their mouths,
and make them afhamed of difcovering it, when
they behold our good converfation in CHRIsT.,
And it is well worth our while to cultivate thig
outward peace, provided we do not purchafe jt
2t the expence of truth and faithfulnefs ; for or-

Cs dinarily
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dinarily we cannot hope to be ufeful to our peo-
ple, unlefs we give them reafon to believe that
we love them, and have their intereft at heart.
Again, oppofition will hurt you, 1f it fhould give
you an 1dea of your own importance, and lead
you to dwell with a fecret {elf-approbation upon
your own faithfulnefs and courage in fuch cir-
cumitances. If you are able to ftand your greund,
uninfluenced either by the favour or the fear of
men, you have reafon to give glory to Gob ;
but remember, that you cannot thus ftand an
hour, unlefs he upholds you. It fhews a wrong
turn of mind, when we are very ready to fpeak
of our trials and difhculties of this kind, and of
our addrefs and refolution in encountering them ;
a natural ftiffnefs of fpirit, with a defire to have
felf taken notice of, may make a man willing to
endure thofe kind of hardfhips, though he has
but little grace in exercife. But true chriftian
fortitude, from a confcioufnefs that we fpeak the
truths of Gop, and are fupported by his power,
i1s a very different thing.

If you fhould meet with but little oppofition,
or if the Lorp fhould be pleafed to make your
enemies your friends, you will probably be in
danger from the oppofite quarter, 1f oppolition
has hurt many, popularity has wounded more,
‘To fay the truth, I am in fome pain for you:
Your natural abilities are confiderable ; you have
been diligent in your ftudies; your zeal is warm,
and your fpinit lively, With thefe advantages,
i expect to fee you a popular preacher. The
more you are {o, the greater will your field of
ufefulnefs be: But, alas! you cannot yet know
to what it will cxpofe you, It is like walking

upon
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upon ice, When you fhall fee an attentive con-
eregation hanging upon your words; when you
fhall hear the well-meant, but often injudicious
commendations of thofe to whom the Lorp {hall
make you ufeful ; when you fhall find, upon an
Intimation of your preaching in a {trange place,
people thronging from all parts to hear you, how
will your heart feel ? It is eafy for me to advife
you to be humble, and for you to acknowledge
the propriety of the advice; but whiiec human
nature remains in 1ts prefent ftate, there will be
almoft the fame connedtion between popularity
and pride, as between fire and gunpowder, they
cannot meet without an explofion, at leaft not
unlefs the gunpowder is kept very damp. So
unlefs the Lorp is conftantly moiftening our
hearts (if I may fo {peak) by the influences of
his Spirit, popularity will foon fet us in a blaze.
You will hardly find a perfon who has been ex-
pofed to this fiery trial, without fuftering lofs,
Thofe whom the LorD loves he is able to keep,

and he will keep them upon the whole; yet by
fuch means, and in a courfe of fuch narrow ef-
capes, that they fhall have realon to look upon
their deliverance as no lefs than miraculous.
Sometimes, if his mintfters are not watchful
againft the firft impreflions of pride, he permits
it to gather ftrength, and then it is but a fmall
thing, that a few of their admirers may think
them more than men in the pulpit, if they are
left to commit {uch miftakes, when out of it, as
the weakeft of the flock can difcover and pity,
And this will certainly be the cafe, while pride
and felf-fufficiency have the afcendant, Beware,

my friend, of miftaking the ready exercife of
LS
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gifts for the exercife of grace. The minifter may
be aflifted in public for the fake of his hearers;
and there is fomething in the nature of our pub-
lic work,  when furrounded by a concourfe of
people, that is fuited to draw forth the exertion
of our abilities, and to engage our attention in
1he outward fervices, when the frame of the heart
may be far from being right in the fight o the
Lorp. When Mofes fmote the rock, the water
followed ; yet he fpoke unadvifedly with his lips,
and greatly difpleafed the Lorp. However, the
congregation was not difappointed for his fault,
nor was he put to fhame before them; but he
was humbled for it afterwards, They are happy
whom the Lor D preferves in fome degree humble,
without leaving them to expofe themfelves to the
obfervation of men, and to receive fuch wounds
as are feldom healed without leaving a deep {car,
But even thefe have much to fuffer. Many dif-
trefling exercifcs you will probably meet with
upon the beft fappofition, to preferve in you a
due fenfe of your own unworthinefs, and to con-
vince you, that your ability, your acceptance,
and your ufefulnefs, depend upon a power be-
yond your own. Sometimes, perhdps, you will
feel fuch an amazing difference between the frame
of your fpirit ia public and in private, when the
eyes of men are not upon you, as will make you
almoft ready to conclude, that you are no better
than an hypocrite, a mere ftage-player, who de-
rives all his pathos and exertion from the {ight
of the audience, At other times you will find
fuch a total emptinels and indifpolition of mind,
that former feafans of liberty in preaching will
appear to you like the remembrance of a dream,

and
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znd you will hardly be able to perfuade yourfelf,

you fhall ever be capable of preaching againj the
{criptures will appear to you like a fealed book,
and no text or fubject afford any light or opening
to determine your choice: And this perplexity
may not only feize you in the {tudy, butaccom-
pany you in the pulpit. If you are enabled at
fome times to fpeak to the people with power, -
and to refemble Sampfon, when, in the greatnels
of his ftrength he bore away the gates of the city, .
you will perhaps, at others, appear before them
like Sampfon when his locks were thorn, and he
ftood in fetters. So that you need not tell the
people, you have no fufficiency in your{elf, for
they will readily perceive it without your infor-
mation. Thefe things are hard to bear; yet {uc-
cefsful popularity is not to be preferved upon eafier
terms : and if theyare but fanctified to hide pride
from you, you will have reafon to number them
amongit your choiceft mercies.

I have but juft made an entrance upon the fub-
jeCt of the difficulties and dangers attending the
miniftry.  But my paper is full. 1f you are will-
ing I fhould proceed, let meknow, and I believe
I can eafily find enough to fill another fheet,
May the Lorp make you wife and watchful !
‘That he may be the light of your eye, the ftrength
of your arm, and the joy of your heart, is the
fincere prayer of,

DrAR SIR,

Your affeQionate Friend,
OMICRON,

LETTER
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LETTER VI

Of the practical INFLUENCE of FarTH.

S 1R,

HE ufe and importance of faith, as it res
fpects a finner’s juftification before Gob,

has been largely infifted on j but it is likewife of
great ufe and importance in the daily concerns of
life 5 1t gives evidence and fubfiftence to things
not feen, and realizes the great truths of the Gof-
pel, fo as that they become abiding and living
principles of fupport and dire&tion, whilc we are
pafling through this wildernefs. Thus it is as
the eye and the hand, witnout which we cannot
take one ftep with certainty, or attempt any fer-
vice with fuccefs. It is to be withed, that this
practical exercife of faith were duly attended to
by all profeffors. We fhould not then meet with
fo many cafes that put us to aftand, and leave us
at a great difficulty to reconcile, what we fee in
fome, of whom we would willingly hope well,
with what we read in Scripture of the infeparable
concomitants of a true and lively faith, For how
can we but be ftaggered, when we hear perfons
{fpeaking the language of aflurance, that they know
their acceptance with Gobp through CHR1sT, and
have not the lealt doubt of their intereft in all
the promifes ; while at the fame time we fee them
under the influence of unfantified tempers, of a
proud, paflionate, pofitive, worldly, felifh or

churlith carniage ? ,
{
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It is not only plain, from the general tenor of
{cripture, that a covetous, a proud, or a cenfo-
rious fpirit, are no more confiftent with the fpi-
rit of the gofpel, than drunkennefs or whore-
dom ; but there are many exprefs texts directly
pointed againft the evils which too often are found
amongft profeflors. Thus the apoftle James af-
fures us, ¢ That if any man feermeth to be reli-
gious, and bridleth not his tongue, his religion
is vain;”’ and the apoftle John, ¢¢ That if any
man love the world, thelove of the I'ather is not
in him;” and he feems to apply this charater to
any man, whatever his profeflion or pretences
may be, ¢ who having this world’s goods, and
¢“ feeing his brother have need, fhutteth up his
¢ bowels of compaffion from him.” Surely thefe
texts more than intimate, that the faith which
juftifies the foul, does likewife receive from Jefus
grace for grace, whereby the heart is purified,
and the converfation regulated as becomes the
Gofpel of CHRIsT.

There are too many who would have the mi-
niftry of the Gofpel reftrained to the privileges
of believers; and when the fruits of faith, and
the tempers of mind, which fhould be manifeft
in thofe who have ¢¢ tafted that the LorD is gra-
cious,” are inculcated, think they fufficiently
evade all that is faid, by calling it lega/ preaching.
I would be no advocate for legal preaching ; but
we muft not be deterred, by the fear of a hard
word, from declaring the whole counfel of Gob ;
and we have the authority and example of dt.
Paul, who was a champion of the doctrines of
frec grace, to animate us in exhorting profeflors

to ¢ walk worthy of Gop, who has called them
9 to
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¢ to his kingdom and glory,” And indeed, the

expreflion of a believer’s privilege is often mifun-
derftood. It is a believer’s privilege to walk
with Gob in the exercife of faith, and by the
power of his Spirit to mortify the whole body of
{in ; to gain a growing victory over the world
and felf, and to make daily advances in confor-
mity to the mind that was in CHRrisT. And
nothing that we profels to know, believe, or
hope for, deferves the name of a privilege, farther
than we are influenced by it to die unto fin, and
to live unto rnighteoufnefls, Whoever is poflefled
of true faith, will not confine his inquiries to the
fingle point of his acceptance with Gop, or be
fatisfied with the diftant hope of heaven here-
after. He will be likewile folicitous how he may
glorify Gob in the world, and enjoy fuch fore-
taftes of heaven as are attainable while he is yet
upon earth.

Faith then, in its practical exercife, has for its
object the whole word of Gop, and forms its
eftimate of all things, with which the foul is at
prefent concerned, according to the ftandard of
fcripture, Like Mofes, it ¢¢ endures,. as feeing
¢ him who is invifible.” When our LorD was
upon earth and converfed with his difciples, their
eyes and hearts were fixed upon him. In danger
he was their defender, their guide when in per=
plexity, and to him they looked for the folution
of all their doubts, and the fupply of all their
wants. He is now withdrawn from our eyes,
but faith fets him ftill before us, for the fame
purpofes, and (according to its degree) with the
fame effets, as if we altually faw him. His fpi-
ritual prefence, apprehended by faith, is a-reﬁ]rcaint

rom
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from evil, an encouragement to every fervice, and
affords a prefent refuge and help in every time of
trouble. To thisisowing the delizht a believer
takes in ordinances, becaufe there he mects his
LorD; and to this likewife it isowing, that his
religion is not confined to public occalions 3 but
he is the fame perfon in fecret, as he appears to
be in the public affembly ; for he worfhips him
who fees in fecret, and dares appeal to his all-
feeing eye, for the fincerity of his delives and in-
tentions. By faith he is enabled to ufe profpe-
rity with moderation, and knows and fecls that
what the world calls good is of fmall vaiue, un-
lefs it isaccompanied with the prefence and blefs-
ings of him whom his foul loveth, And his
faith upholds him under all trials, by alluring him
that every difpenfation is under the direction of
his Lorp; that chaftifements are a token of his
love ; that the feafon, meafure, and continuance
of his fufferings, are appointed by infinite wif-
dom, and defigned to work for his everlafting
good ; and that grace and ftrength fhall be af-
forded him according to his day, Thus, his
heart being fixed, trufting in the LorD, to whom
he has committed all his concerns, and knowing
that his beft interefts are fafe, he is not greatly
afraid of evil tidings, but enjoys a ftable peace in
the midft of a changing world. For though he
cannot tell what a day may bring forth, he be-
lieves that he who has invited and enabled him
to caft all his cares upon him, will fuffer nothing
to befal him but what fhall be made fubfervient
to his chief defires, the glory of Gob in the fanc-
tification and final falvation of his foul. And if,

through the weaknefs of his fleth, he is liable éo
e
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be ftartled by the firft impreflion of a fharp and
fudden trial, he quickly flees to his ftrong refuge,
remembers 1t is the LorD’s doing, refigns hims=

f?llf to his will; and patiently expelts a happy
ilue,

By the fame principle of faith a believer’s con-
duct is regulated towards his fellow creatures
and in the difcharge of the feveral duties and re-
lations of life, his great aim is to pleafe Gobp,
and to let his light fhine in the world, He be-
lieves and feels his own weaknefs and unworthi-
nefs, and lives upon the grace and pardoning love
of his Lorp. This gives him an habitual ten-
dernefs and pentlenefs of {pirit. Humbled under
a fenfe of much forgivenefs to himfelf, he finds
it eafy to forgive others, if he has ought againit
any : adue fenfe of what he is in the fight of the
Lorp, preferves him from giving way to anger,
pofitivenefs and refentment: he is not eafily pro-
voked, but is ¢ {wift to hear, flow to fpeak, flow
to wrath ;”” and if offended eafy to be intreated,
and difpofed not only to yield toa reconciliation,
but to feek it. As Jefus is his life, and righte-
oulnefs, and ftrength, fo he is his pattern. DBy
faith he contemplates and ftudies this great ex-
emplar of philanthropy., With a holy ambition
he treads in the footfteps of his Lord and Mafter,
and learns of him to be meek and lowly, to re-
quite injuries with kindnefs, and to overcome
evil with good. From the fame views, by faith,
he derives a benevolent fpirit, and according to
his fphere and ability he endeavours to promote
the welfare of all around him. The law of love
being thus written in his heart, and his {oul fet
at liberty from the low and narrow diclates of a

{elfifh
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felfifh fpirit, his language will be truth, and his
dealings equity. His promife may be depended
on, without the interpofition of oath, bond, or
witnefs; and the feelings of bis own heart under
the direction of an enlightened confcience, and
the precepts of {cripture, prompt him ¢ to do unto
¢¢ others as he would defire they, in the like cir-
‘¢ cumfitances, fhould do unto him,” Ifheisa
mafter, he is gentle and compaflionate; if a fer-
vant, he is faithful and obedient ; for in either
relation he adts by faith under the eye of his
Mafter in heaven. If he is a trader, he neither
dares nor withes to take advantage either of the
1gnorance or the neceffities of thofe with whom
he deals. And the fame principle of love influ-
ences his whole converfation : A fenfe of his own
infirmities makes him candid to thofe of others ;
he will not readily believe reports to their pre-
judice, without fufficient proof; and even then
he will not repeat them, unlefs he is lawfully
called toit. He believes that the precept, ¢¢ Speak
¢“ evil of no man,” is founded upon the fame
authority with thofe which forbid committing
adultery or murder, and therefore he ¢“ keeps his
¢ tongue as with a bridle,”

Laftly, Faith is of daily ufe as a prefervative
from a compliance with the corrupt cuftoms and
maxims of the world, T'he believer, though 1IN
the world, 13 not or it; by faith he triumphs
over its fmiles and enticements ; he fees that all
that is in the wo:ld, fuited to gratify the defires
of the flefh or of the eye, is not only to be avoid-
ed as finful, but as incompatible with his beft
pleafures, He will mix with the world fo far as
is neceffary in the difcharge of the duties of that

{tation
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{tation of life in which the providence of Gop
has placed him, but no farther, His leifure and
inclinations are engaged in a different purfuit,
"They who fear the LorDp are his chofen compa-
nions ;3 and the bleflings he derives from the word
and throne, and ordinances of grace, make him
look upon the poor pleafures and amufements of
thofe who live without Gop in the woild, with
a mixture of difdain and pity; and by faith he
i1s proof againft its frowns. He will obey Gop
rather than man, he will ¢ have ro fellowfhip
with the unfruitful works of darknefs, but will
rather reprove them.” And if upon this ac-
count he thould be defpifed and injurioufly treat-
ed, whatever lofs he fuffers in fuch a caufe he
accounts his gain, and efteems fuch difgrace his
glory.

I am not aiming to draw a perfedt charadler,
but to thew the proper effects of that faith which
juttifies, which purifies the heart, worketh by
love, and overcomes the world. An habitual en-
deavour to poflefs fuch a frame of {pirit, and thus
to adorn the gofpel of CuRrist, and that with
growing fuccels, is what I am perfuaded you are
not a ftranger to; and I am afraid that they who
can content themielves with aiming at any thing
fhort of this in their profeflion, are too much
ftrangers to themlelves, and to the nature of that
liberty wherewith Jefus has promifed to make his
people free. That you may go on from ftrength
to ftrength, increafing in the light and image of
our LorD and Saviour, is the fincere prayer of,

Dear SIR,

Your affe@ionate Friend,
OMICRON

LETTER
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LETTER VIL

On the Propriety of 2 MINISTERIAL ADDRESS
to the UNCONVERTED.

S IR,

I N a late converfation you defired my thoughts,
concerning 2 fcriptural and confiftent man-
ner of. addrefling the coniciences of unawakened
finners in the courfe of your miniftry. It is a
point op which many c¢minent minifters have
been, and are not a little divided ; and 1t there-
fore becomes me to propofe my fentiments with
modefty and caution, fo far as I am conftrained
to difter from any, from whomin general I would
be glad to learn.

Some think, that it is {ufficient to preach the
areat truths of the word of Gop in their hear-
ing ; to fet forth the utterly ruined and helplefs
ftate of fallen man by nature, and the appointed
method of falvation by grace, through faith in
the Lorp Jesus CHRIST ; and then to leave the
application entirely to the agency of the holy
Spirit, who alone can enlighten the dark under-
ftandings of finners, and enable them to receive,
in a due manner, the dotrines either of the law
or the gofpel. And they apprehend, thatall ex-
hortations, arguments, and motives, addreffed
to thofe who are fuppofed to be fhill under the in-
fluence of the carnal mind, are inconfiftent with
the principles of free grace, and the acknow-
ledged inability of fuch perfons to perform any
fpmtual alts ; and that thercfore the preachers,

~ who,
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who, avowing the doCtrines of free grace, do
notwith{tanding plead and expoftulate with fin-
ners, ufually contradiCt themfelves, and retradt
in their application what they had laboured to
eitablifh in the courfe of their fermons.

There are others, who, though they would
be extremely unwilling to derogate from the free
grace and {overeign power of Gob in the great
work of converfion, or in the leaft degree to en-
courage the miftaken notion which every uncon-
verted perfon has of his own power; yet think
it their duty to deal with finners as rational and
moral agents ; and, as fuch, befides declaring the
counfel of Gob in a dotrinal way, to warn them
by the terrors of the Lor b, and to befeech them
by his tender mercies, that they receive not the
grace of Gob, ina preached gofpel, in vain, Nor
can it be denied, but that fome of them, when
deeply affefted with the worth of fouls, and the
awful importance of cternal things, have fome-
times, in the warmth of their heatts, dropped
unguarded expreflions, and fuch as have been
juftly liable to exception.

If we were to decide to which of thele ditfe-
rent methods of preaching the preference is due
by the difcernible effects of each, it will perhaps
appear in falt (without making any invidious
comparifons) that thofe minifters, whom the
Lorp has honoured with the greateft {uccefs in
awakening and converting finners, have generally
been led to adopt the more popular way of exhor-
tation and addrefs ; while they, who have been
ftudioufly careful to avoid any direct application
to {inners; #s unneceflary and improper, if they
have not been altogether without feals to their

miniftry;
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miniftry, yet their labours have been more owned
in building up thofe who have already received
the knowledge of the truth, than in adding to
their number, Now as ¢¢ he that winneth fouls
is wife,” and as every faithful labourer has a warm
defire of being inftrumental in raifing the dead in
fin to a life of righteoufnels; this feems at leaft
a prefumptive argument in favour of thofe, who,
befides ftating the doctrines of the gofpel, endea-
vour, by earneft perfuafions and expoftulations,
to imprefs them upon the hearts of their hearers,
and intreat and warn them to confider, ¢ how
they fhall efcape if they neglet fo great a falva<
tion.” For it is not eafy to conceive that the
Lorp fthould moft fignally bear teftimony in fa~
vour of that mode of preaching, which is leaft
confiftent with the truth and with itfelf.

But not to infift on this, nor to reft the caufe
on the authority or examples of men, the beft of
whom are imperfe& and fallible, let us confult
the fcriptures, which, as they furnifh us with the
whole fubject-matter of our miniftry, fo they af-
ford us perfect precepts and patterns for its due
and orderly difpenfation. W ith refpect to the
fubjet of our inquiry, theexamples of our Lorp
CHrisT, and of his authorized minifters, the
apoftles, are both our rule and our warrant. The
LorD JEsus was the great preacher of free grace,
“ who fpake as never man fpake;” and his mi-
niftry, while it provided relief for the weary and
heavy laden, was eminently defigned to ftain the
price of 2ll human glory. He knew what was
in man, and declared, ¢ that none could come
unto him, unlefs drawn and taught of Gop,”

Johnvi, 44, 45, 46, And yet he often fpeaks
to



( 48 )

to finners in terms, which, if they were not known
to be his, might perhaps be cenfured as incon-
{iftent and legal, John vi, 27. Luke xiii, 24—
27. John xii. g5. It appears, both from the
context and the tenor of thefe paffages, that they
were immediately {poken, not to his difciples, but
to the multitude, The apoftles copied from their
Lorp; they taught, that we have no fufficiency
of ourfelves, even to think a good thought, and
that ¢¢ it is not of him that willeth or of him that
runneth, but of Gop who fheweth mercy ;” yet
they plainly called upon finners (and that before
they had given evident figns that they were prick-
ed to the heart, as Afts iii, 31.) ¢ to repent,
and to turn from their vanities to the living Gop,”
A&s iii. 19. and xiv. 15. and xvii. 0. Peter’s
advice to Simon Magus is very full and exprefs
to this point; for though he perceived him to be
¢t in the very gall of bitternefs, and in the bond
« of iniquity,” he exhorted him ¢ to repent and
to pray, if perhaps the thought of his heart might
be forgiven,” 1t may be prefumed, that we can-
ot have ftronger evidence, that any of our
hearers are in a carnal and unconverted ftate,
than Peter had in the cafe of Stmon Magus, and
therefore there feems no {ufficient reafon why we
{hould hefitate to follow the apoftle’s example.

" You have been told, that repentance and faith
are fpiritual acts ; for the performance of which,
a principle of {piritual life is abfolutely neceflary.;
and that therefore, to exhort an unregenerate fin-
ner to repent or believe, muft be as vain and
fruitlefs as to call a dead perfon out of his grave,
To this it may be an{wered; that we might

chearfully and confidently undertake even to call
the
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the dead out of their graves, if we had the com-
mand and promife of Gop to warrant the at-
tempt, for then we might expect his power would
accompany our word, The vifion of Ezekiel,
chap. xxxvii, may be fitly accommodated to illuf-
trate both the dificulties and the encouragement
of a gofpel mindler, The deplorable {tate of
many of our hearers may often remind us of the
Loxp’s queftion to the prophet, *¢ Can thefe dry
bones live ! Qur refource, like that of the pro~
phet, is entirely in the fovereignty, grace, and
power of the Lorn. O Lorp, thou knowelft,
impoflible as it is to us, it is eafy for thee to raife
them unto life.  Therefore we renounce our own
reafonings ; and though we fce that they are dead,
we call upon them at thy bidding, asif they were
alive, and fay, ¢ O ye dry bones, hear the word
of the Lorp I”” The means is our part, the work
15 thine, 2nd to thee be all the praife.  The dry
bones could not hear the prophet; but while he
{fpoke, the Lor D caufed breath to enter into them,
and they lived, but the word was {poken to them
confidered as dry and dead.

It is true, the Lorb can, and I hope he often
does, make that preaching eftfetual to the con-
verfion of finners, wherein little 1s faid exprefly
to them, only the truths of the gofpel are de-
clared in their heartnz; but he who knows the
frame of the human heart, has provided us with
a variety of topics which have a moral {uitable-
nefs to engage the faculties, aftections, and con-
{ciences of finners, fo far at leafl as to leave
themfelves condemned if they perfift in their fins,
and by which he often cffe&s the purpofes of his
grace, though none of the means of grace, by

D which
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which he ordinarily works, can produce a reai
change in the heart, unlefs they are accompanied
with the efficacious power of his Spirit, Should
we admit, that an unconverted perfon is not a
a proper {ubject of minifterial exhortation, be-
caufe he has no power in himfelf to comply, the
juit confequence of this pofition would perhaps
extend too far, cven to prove the tmpropriety of
all exhortation univerfally; for when we invite
the weary and heavy-laden to come to Jefus, that
they may find reft ; when we call upon back-
fliders to remember from whence they are fallen,
to ¢ repent, and to do their firft works;” yea,
when we exbort believers to walk worthy of
Gop, who has called. them to his kingdom and
olory; 1n each of thefe cafes we prefs them to
acts for which they have no inherent power of
their own ; and unlefs the Lorp the Spirit is
pleafed to apply the word to their hearts, we do
but {peak into the air, and our endeavours can
have no more effeét in thefe inftances, than if we
were to {ay to a dead body, Arife and walk. For
an exertion of divine power is no lefs neceflary
to the healing of 2 wounded confcience, than to
the breaking of a hard heart; and only he, who
has begun the good work of grace, is able either
to revive or to maintain it.

Though finners are deftitute of {piritual life,
they are not therefore mere machines: They
have a power to do many things which they may
be called upon to exert. They are capable of
confidering their ways ; they know they are mor-
tzl; and the bulk of them are perfuaded in their
confciences, that after death there 1s an appoint.
cd judgment; they are not under an inevitable

neceflity
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niecedlity of living 1n known and grofs fins §- that
they do fo, 1s not for want of power, but for
want of will. The moft profane {wearer can
refrain from his oaths, while in the prefence of
a perfon whom he fears, and to whom he knows
it would be difpleafing. Let a drunkard fee poi-
{on putinto his hquor, and it may ftand by him
untafted from morning to night, And many
would be deterred from {ias to which they are
areatly addicted, by the prefence of a child, though
they have no fear of Gob before their eycs.
They have a power likewife of attending upon
the means of grace; and though the LorD only
can give them true faith and cvangelical repen-
tance, there feems no impropriety to invite them,
upon the ground of the goipcl promifes, to feck
to him who is exalted to beftow thele blefiings,
and who is able to do that for them which they
cannot do for themfelves; and who has faid, ¢“him
that cometh. unto me, I will in no wile caft out.”
Perhaps it will not be cafily proved, that entrea-
ties, arguments, warnings, formed upon thefe
general principles, which are tn the main agree-
able and adequate to the remaining light of na-
tural confcience, are at all inconfiftent with thole
doGrines which afcribe the whole of a {inner’s fal~
vation, from firft to laft, to the free fovereign
orace of Gob.

We fhould undoubtedly endeavour to main-
tain a confiftency in our preaching; but unlefs
we keep the plan and manner of the fcripture
conftantly in view, and attend to cvery part of
it, a defign of confiftency may fetter our fenti-
ments, and greatly preclude our ufcfulnefs. We

ced not with to be more confiftent than the n-
' D2 {pired
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{pired writers, nor be afraid of fpeaking as they
have fpoken before us. We may eafily perplex
ourfelves and our hearers, by nice reafonings on
the nature of human liberty, and the divine
agency on the hearts of men; but fach difquifi-
tions are better avoided. We fhall perhaps ne-
ver have full fatisfaction on thefe {ubjects, till we
atrive In the world of light. In the mean time
the path of duty, the good old way, lies plain
before us. If when you are in the pulpit, the
Lorp favours you with a lively}fenfe of the great-
nels of the truft, and the worth of the {ouls
committed to your charge, and fills your heart
with his conftraining love, many little curious
diftinCions, which amufed you at other times,
will be forgotten, Your foul will go forth with
your words ; and while your bowels yern over
poor finners, you will not hefitate a moment,
whether you ought to warn them of their danger
or not. ‘That great champion of free grace, Dr
Owen, has a very folemn addrefs to finners, the
running title to which is, ¢ Exhortations unto
believing,” It is in his Expofition of the cxxxth
Plalm, from page 242 to 247. London edit.
1609, which 1 recommend to your attentive
confideration,

I am yours, &c.

OMICRON.

LETTER
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L ETTER V]I

On the inward Witnefs to the Ground and
Reality of FaiTH.

S I R,

Readily offer you my thoughts on t John iii.
10. ¢ He that believeth on the Son of Gob,
hath the witnefs in himfelf.” Though perbaps you
will think I am wnting a fermen, rather than a
a letter. If we believe in the Son of Gop, what-
ever trials we may meet with in the prefent life,,
our beft concerns are fafe, and our happinels is
fure., If we do not, whatever elfe we have, or
feem to have, we are in a {tate condemnation ;
and, living and dying fo, muft perith. Thou-
fands, it is to be feared, perfuade themfelves that
they are believers, though they cannot ftand the:
teft of fcripture. And there are many real be-
lievers, who, through. the prevalence of remain-
ing unbelief, and the temptations of Satan, form
hard concluftons againit themfelves, though the
{cripture fpeaks peace to them. But how does
this correfpond with the paflage before us, which
afferts univerfally, ¢ He that believes hath the.
witnefs in himfelf ?’ For can a man have the wit-
nefs in himfelf, and yet not know. it! It may be-
anfwered, The evidence, in its owa nature, 1S
{ufficient and infallible; but we are very. apt,.
when we would form a judgment of ourfelves, to.
fuperadd rules and marks of tual which are not
given us (for that purpofe) in the Bible. Tha:
the Word and Spirit of Gon do witnefs. for his.
D13 chile.
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children, is a point in which many are agreed,
who are far from being agreed as to the nature
and manner of that witnefs. It is therefore very
defirable rightly to underftand the evidence, by
which we are to judge whether we are believers
or not !

'The importance and truth of the gofpel falva-
tion is witnefled to in Heaven, by ¢ the Father,
the Word, and the Spirit.” It is witnefled to on
earth, ¢ by the Spirit, the water, and the blood,”
ver. 7, 8. The Spirity in ver. & (I apprehend)
denotes a divine light in the underftanding, com-
municated by the Spirit of Gob, enabling the
foulto perceive and approve the truth, The water,
feems to intend the powerful influence of this
kirowledge and light in the work of fanchifica-
tion.  And the blosd, the application of the blood
of Jefus to the confcience, relieving it from guilt
and fear, and imparting a < peace which pafles
all underftanding.” And he that believeth hath
this united teftimony of the Spirit, the Water, and -
‘the Blocd, not by hearfay only, but in himfelf.
According to the meafure of his faith (for faith
has various degrees) he has a living proof that the
witnefs is true, by the cffects wrought in his own
heart,
~ Thhefe things, which Gob has joined together,
are too often attempted to be feparated, Attempts
of this kind have been a principal fource and caufe
of moft of the dangerous errors and miftakes which
are to be found amongft profeflors of religion,
Some fay much concerning the Spirit 5 and lay
claim to an inward light, whereby they think they
know the things of Gobp. Others lay great ftrefs
upon the /¥ater ; maintaining, a regular converfa-

: tion,
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tion, abftaining from the defilements of the world,

and aiming at a maftery over their natural defires
and tempers ; but neither the one or the other ap-
pear to be duly fenfible of the value of 1he blood of
atonement, as the fole ground of their acceptance,
and the {pring of thetr Tife and ftrength,  Others,

apain, are all for the blosd, can fpeak much of'jcl'us?
and his blood and rightecufnels, though it does not
appear that they are truly fpiritually enlightened to
perceive the beauty and harmony of gofpel truths,
or that they pay a due regard to that ¢ holincls
without which no man can fee the Lorp.” DBut
Jefus came, not by water only, or by blood only,
but by water and blsod; and the Spmt bears wit-
nefs to both, becaufe the Spirit 1s truth, The
water alone affords but a cold ftarched form of
oodlinefs, deflitute of that enlivening power which
1s derived from a knowledge of the precioufnefs of
Jefus, as the Lamb that was flain.  And if any
talk of the blood without the water, they do but
turn the grace of Gobp into licentioufnels. So,
likewife, to pretend to the Spirity and at the fame
time to have low thoughts of Jefus, i1s a deluiion
and vanity j for the true Spirit teftifiés and takes
of his glory, and prefents it to the toul.  But the
real believer receives the united teflimoeny, and has
the witnels in himfelf that he dues lo.

T'o have the witnels in ourfcives, is to bave the
truths that are declared 1n the feripture revealed mn
our heaits. This brinos an experimental convie-
tion, which may be fately depended on. ¢ '[hat
we have received the grace of Gop mtruth,” A
man born blind may belicve that the fun is bright
“upon the teftimony of another ; but if he Mhould

obtain his fight, he would have the wunels in
D 4 himelf,
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Fimfelf.  Beleving fprings from a fenfe and per-
ception of the truths of the gofpel; and whoever
hath this fpiritual perception, iy a believer. He
has the witnels in himfelf, He has receivd the
Sp:rit; his ynderftanding is enlightened, whereby
he fees things to be as they are defcribed in the
word of Gobp, refpeCting his own ftate by fin, and
the utter impoflibility of his obtaining relief by any
other means than thofe propofed in the gofpel,
Thefe things are hidden from us by nature. He
has likewife received the blood. The knowledge
of fin, and its demerits, if alone, would drive us
to defpair; but by the fame light of the dpirit,
Jefus is apprehended as a fuitable and all- fufhcient
Savicur.  All that is declared concerning his per-
fon, offices, love, fufierings, and obedience, i3
underftood and approved. Here the wounded and
weary fou finds hezaling and reft. Then the Apo-
ftle’s languaceis adopted, ¢ Yea, doubtlefs, and 1
count all things but lofs for the excellency of the
knewledge of CHrisT Jesus the Lorp,” He
has likewile received the water, confidered as the
embdlem of fanétification, Toa believer, all that
the fcriprure teaches concerning the nature, beau-
ty, and neceflity of holinels, as a living principle
1n the heart, carties conviétion and evidence. A
deliverance from the power as well as {rom the
puilt of {in, appears to be an important and eflen-
tial part of falvation. He fees his original and his
proper happinefs, that nothing lefs than commye
nion with Gob and conformity to him, 1s worth
his purfuit, And therefore he can fay, ** My foul
thirfteth for thee ; I delight in the law of Gobp
after the inward man.” In a word, his judgment
and his choice are formed ypon a new fpiritual

tafte,
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tafte, derived from the written word, and corre=-
fpondent with it (as the mufical ear is adapted to.
relifh barmony) ; {o that what Gobp has forbids
den, appears hateful; what he has commanded,
neceflary ; what he has promifed, defirable; and
what he has revealed, glorious, Whoever has-
thefe perceptions, has the witnefs in himfelf, that.

he has been taught of Gop, and believes in his-
Son.

Lf you think this explanation is agreeable to the.
{cripture, you will be fatisfied that the witnefs,
fpoken ot in this paffage, s very different from.
what feme perfons underftand it to be. Itis not
an impulle, or ftrong perfuafion imprefled upon
us tn away of which we can give no account,.
that ¢ we are the children of Gop,” and that our
fins are freely forgiven: Nor is the powerful ap-
plication of a particular text of fcripture neceffary
to produce it ; neither is it always conneéted with
a very. lively (enhible comfort, Thefe things, in
fome perfons and inftances, may accompany the
witnefs or teftimony we are (peaking of, but do
not properly belong toit,  And they may be, and.
often have been, counterfeited. But what I have
deflcribed is inimitable and infallible; it is indu-

bitably (as the Magicians confefled of the miracles
of Mofes) the finger of Gop, as certainly the ef--
fe&t of his divine power as the creation of the:
world, 1t-is true, many who have this witnels,
walk in darknefs, and are harrafled with many
doubts and perplexitics concerning their ftate; but
this is not becaufe the witnefs is not {ufficient to
give them fatisfation, but becaule they do not ac~
count it fo: being mifled by the influence of felf-
will and a legal fpirit,,they overlook this evidence

D s as
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as too fimple, and expect fomething extraordinary 3
at leaft they cannot be right unlefs they are led in
the fame way in which the Lor D has been pleafed
to lead others with whom they may have con-
verfed, But the Lor b the Spirit is fovereign and
frec in his operations; and though he gives to all,
who are the fubjets of his grace, the fame vicws
of fin, of themfelves, and of the Saviour; yet,
with refpe& to the circumftantials of his work,

there is (as in the features of our faces) fuch an
amazing variety, that perbaps no two perfons can
be found whofe cxperiences have been exactly
alike ; but, as the apoftle fays, ¢ That he that
believeth, that is, whofoever believeth (without
exception) has this witnefs in himfelf ;” it mult
confequently arife from what is common to them
all, and not from what is peculiar to a few.,
Before I conclude, I would make two or three
obfervations, In the firft place, I think it is plain,
that the fuppofition of a real believer’s living in fin,
or taking encouragement from the gofpel fo to do,
1s deftitute of the lealt foundation in truth, and
can only proceed from an ignorance of the fubject,
oin is the burden under which he groans, and he
would account nothing fhort of a deliverance from
1t worthy the name of falvation, A principal part
of his evidence, that he is a believer, arifes from
that abhorrence of fin which he habitually feels,
it 1s true, f{in {ill dwelleth in him, but he lothes
and refifts it; upon this account heis in a {tate of
continual warfare; tf he was not fo, he could
not have the witnels in himfelf, that he 1s born of
Gob. ‘
Again ; From hence arifes a folid evidence, that
the [cripture is indeed the word of Gop, becaule
I



( 59 )

it {o exa&ly defcribes what is exemplified in the
experience of all who are fubjects of a waik of
orace, While we are in a natural flate, it is to
us as a {ealed book ; though we can read it, and
perhaps aflent to the falts, we can no more under-
ftand our own concernments in what we read,
than if it was written in an unknown tonguc,
But when the mind is enlightened by the Holy
Spirit, the fcripture addrefles us as it were by name,
explains every difficulty under which we labourcd,
and propofes an adequate and effeltual remedy ‘.’ur
the relief of all our wants and fears.

Laftly, it follows, that the hope of a belever
i1s built upon a foundation that cannot be fhaken,
though it may and will be aflaulted. It does
not d:pend upon occafional and changeable frames,
upon any thing that is precarious and queliionable,
but upon a correfpondence and agrcement with
the written word, Nor does this agreement de-
pend upon a train of Jaboured arpuments and de-
ductions, but is felf-evident (as light 15 to the cye)
to every perfon who- has a real patticipation of
the grace of Gop.. Itis equally fuited to all ca-
pacitiecs; by this the unlearned are enabled to
know their eleflion of Gop, and ¢ to rejuice
with a joy unfpcakable and full of glory 7 And
the witeft, if deflitute of this perception, though
they m.; be mafters of all the external evidences
of Chriftianity, and able to combat the cavils of
infidels, can fee no real beauty in the truths of the

sofpel, nor derive any folid comfort from them.
| I have only fent you a few hafty hints: It
would be eafy to enlarge, but I fat down not to

write a book, buta letter, May this inward wit-
nefs
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ne(s prefide with power in our hearts, to animate
our hopes, and to mortify our corruptions !

I am your fincere friend,

OMICRON.

LETTER IX,

On the DoQrines of ELrcTtioN and Fipal
PERSEVERANCE.

Dear Sir,

O UR letter breathes the fpirit of a Chrif-

tian, though you fay you are nota Calvinift.
I thould have flill confined myfelf, in my letters,
to the great truths in which we are agreed, if you
had not yourfelf invited me to touch upon the
points wherein we differ. If you were pofitive
and peremptory in your prefent fentiments, I
thould not think it my duty to debate with you ;
in that cafe we might contend as much for victory
as for truth, But as you profels yourfelf an en-
quirer, and are defirous of forming your judgment
agrceable to the word of Gop, without being in-
fluenced by the authority of names and parties, I
willingly embrace the occafion you offer me. You
fay, that though you are not prejudiced againft
the dollrines of eleCtion and perfeverance of the
{aints, they appear to you attended with fuch dif-
hcuties, that you cannot yet heartily and fully

aflent
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affent to them, May the Lor D the Spirit, whefe
office it is to guide his people into all truth, dic-
tate to my pen, and accompany what | {hall write
with his blefling, It is not my interition to prove
and illuftrate thefe docltrines at large, or to en-
counter the various objeétions that have been raifed
again{t them. So much has been dene in this
way already, that 1 could only repeat what has
been faid to greater advantage by others. Nor
need I refer you to the buoks which have been

profefledly written upon this argument, In alet-
ter to a friend, I fhall not aim at the exadinels of
a difputant, but only oftr a few unpremeditated
hints, in the fame manner as if 1 had the pleafurc
of perfonally converfing with you.

Permit me to remind you, 1n the firft place, of
that important aphorifin, Johniii, 17, (which by
the bye feems to fpeak ftrongly in favour of the
doétrines in queftion) * A man can receive no-
thing except it be given him from heaven.” If
you fhould accede to my opinions upon my per-
fuafion only, you would be little beneited by the
exchange., TheLorb alone can give us the true
vital, comfortable, and ufeful knowledge of his
own truths, We may become wife in notioos,
and fo far mafters of a fyltem, or {ckeme of doc~
trine, as to be able to argue, object, and fight in
favour of our own hypothelfis, by dint of applica-
tion, and natural abilities 3 but we rightly under-
ftand what we f{ay, and whereof we affirm, no
farther than we have a fpirttual perception of it
- wrought in our aearts by the power of the Holy
Ghoft. It is not therefore by noify difputatior,
but by humble waiting upon GoD in prayer, and
a careful perufal of his holy word, that we are to

expect



( 6z )

expet a fatisfalory, experimental, and efficacious
knowledge of the truth as itis in Jesus. Iam
perfuaded that you are feeking 1n this way ; if fo,
I am confident you fhall not feek in vain. The
Lorp teaches effetually, though for the molt
part gradually. The path of the juft is compared
to the light, which is very faint at the early dawn,
but fhineth more and more to the perfet day.

If you fincerely feek the Lorp’s direction by
prayer, you will of courfe make ufe of his ap-

pointed means of information, and fearch the fcrip-
tures. Give me leave to ofter you the following
advices, while you are reading and comparing
{piritual things with fpiritual: Firft, Not to lay
too great ftrefs upon a few detached texts, but
feek for that fenfe which is moft agrecable to the
general ftrain of the feripture, The infallible word
of Gop muft doubtlefs be confiftent with itfelf
If it does not appear fo to us, the obfcurity and
feeming inconfittency muft be charged to the re-
maining darknefs and ignorance of our minds. As
many locks, whofe wards differ, are opened with
equal eafe by one mafter-key ; fo thereis a certain
comprehenfive view of [criptural truth, which
opens hard places, folves objeCtions, and happily
reconciles, illuftrates, and harmonizes many texts,
which to thofe who have not this mafter-key (fre-
quently ftiled the analogy of faith) appear little
lefs than contraditory to each other.,  When you
obtain this key, you will be {ure that you have the
right [enfe. 1

Again, You will do well to conflult experience
as you go along, For though this is not to be
depended upon in the frft inftance, but muft itfelf

be {ubjected to the rule of the written word, yet.
1t
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it is a good fubordinate help. Confider which
fenfe is moft agreeable to what pafies within you
and around you, and which beft anfwers to the
dealings of Gop with yourlelf, and to what you
can obferve of his dealings with others.

Farther, When you are led (as 1 think you
will be, if you are not already) to view the Cal-
vinift doétrines in a favourable lizht, be not afraid
of embracing them becaufe there may be perhaps
fome objeltions, which (for want of a full pofief-
fion of the key I mentioncd) you are not able to
clear up, but confider if therc are not as ftrong or
ftronger objections againft the other fides Weare
poor weak creatures ; and the clearing up of every
difficulty is not what weare immediately called to,
but rather to feck that light which may ftrengthen
and feed our fouls,

Laftly, Compare the tendency of different opi-
nions. ‘This is an excellent rule, if we can fairly
apply it, Whatever is from Gob has a fure ten-
dency to afcribe glory to him, to exclude boafting
from the creature, to promote the Jove and prac-
tice of holinefs, and increale our dependence upon
his grace and faithfulnefs.  The Calviniftshave no
reafon to be aflraid of refling the ments of their
caufe upon this iffue ; notwithitanding the unjuft
milrcpreflentations which have been often made of
their principles, and the ungenerons treatment of
thole who would charge the mifcarriages of a few
individuals as the neceflary confequence of cmbrac-
ing thofe principles.

But I muft check myfelf, or I fhall finifh my
letter before I properly begin my fubject.  You
have objections to the doctiine of clection,  You
will however agree with me, that the fcrip(;ure

0CS
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does fpeak of it, and that in very flrong and ex-
prefs terms; particularly St Paul, I have met
with fome fincere people (as I believe) who have
told me they could not bear to read his ixth chap.
to the Romans, but always paffed it over. So that
their prejudices againft eleltion, prejudiced them
againft a part of the fcripture likewife. But why
fo ! unlefs becaufe the dreaded doltrine is main-
tained too plainly to be evaded. But you will fay,
that fome writers and preachers attempt to put an
eafier fenfe upon the apoftle’s words, Let us judge

then (as I lately propofed) from experience.  Ad-
mitting what I am fure you will admit, the total
depravity, of human nature, how can we account.
for the converfion of a foul to Gop, unlefs we
ikewife admit an eleétion of grace! The work
muft begin fomewhere. Either the {inner firft
feeks the Lorp, or the Lor D firft feeks the finner,
The former is impoffible, if by nature we are dead
in trefpafles and fins, if the god of this world has
blinded our éyes, and maintains the pofleffion of
our hearts; and if our carnal minds, fo far from.
being difpofed to feek (Gop, are enmity againft
him. Let me appeal to yourfelf. I think you.
know yourfelf too well to fay, that you either
fought or loved the Lorp firft ; perhaps you are-
confcious that for a feafon, and fo far as in you
lay, you even refifted his call, and muft have pe-
rithed if he had not made you willing in the day.
of his power, and faved you in defiance of your-.
felf. In your own cafe, you acknowledge that
he began with you; and it muft be the cale uni-
veifally with all that are called, if the whole race
of mankind are by nature enemies to Gop. Then
farthery there muft be an electiony unlefs ALL aéc

called,
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called. But we are affured that the broad ruac,
which is thronged with the greateft muititute.,
leads to deftruction, Were not you and 1 in this
road ! Were we better than thofle who conticue
wn it fHll 2 What has made us differ from ow {oi-
mer felves? Grace. What bas made us dificr
from thofe who are now as we once ware ! Gl a.e,
"Then this grace, by the very terms, mulr be Gife
ferencing, or diftinguifhing grace, that is, 1 other
words, eleting grace. And to {uppole that Gob
fhould make this eleétion or choice, oniy a2t the

time of our calling, is not only unicriptural, but
contrary to the dictates of reafon, and the ideas
we have of the Divine perfettions, particulatly
thofe of omnifcience and immutability, They
who believe there is any power in man by nature,
whereby hecan turn to Gop, may contend for a
conditional ele&ion upon the forefight of faith and
obedience. But while others difpute, let you and
me admire, for we know that the Lorp foiefaw
us (as we were) in a {tate utterly incapable either
of believing or obeying, unlefs he was pleafed to
work 1n us to will and to do accoraing to his wn
good pleafure.

As to final perfeverance, whatever judgment we
form of itin a dofrinal view, unlefs we ourlelves
do fo perfevere, our profeflion of religion will be
utterly vain, for only ¢ They that endure to the
end fhall be faved.” It fhould feem, that whoever
believes this, and is duly apprifed of hisown weak-
nefs, the number and ftrength of his fpinitual enc-
mites, and the difficulties and dangers arifing from
his {ituation in this evil world, will at leaft be de-
firous to have (if poflible) fome fecurity, that his

labour and expellation fhall not be in vain, ‘lo
be
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be at an uncertainty in a point of fo great impor-
tance, to have nothing to trult to for our conti-
nuance in well-doing, but our own fecble efforts,
our partial diligence and fhort-fighted care, muft
furely be dlﬁreﬂmg, we nohtly confider how
unable we are in ourfelves to withftand the forces
of the world, the flefn, and the devil, which are
combined agamf’c our peace. In this view 1 {hould
expedt, that the oppofers of this dotrine, if tho-
roughly fenfible of their flate and fituation, upon
a {uppofition that they fhould be able to prove it
unicriptural and falfe, would weep over their vic-

tory, and be forry that a {entiment, fo apparently
fuited to encourage and animate our hope, fhould
not be founded in truth, Itis not to be wondered
at, that this doétrine, which gives to the LorD
the glory due to his name, 2nd provides {o eftcc-
tually for the comfort of his people, fhould be op-
pofed and traduced by men of corrupt hearts. But
it may well feem ftrange, that they who feel their
need of it, and cannot be comfortable without it,
fhould be afraid or unwilling to receive it,  Yet
many a child of light is walking in darknefs upon
this ‘account. Either they are f{taggered by the
fentiments of thofe whom they think wiler than
themfelves, or ftumbled by the falls of profeflors.
who were once advocates for the dotrines, or
perplexed becaufe they cannot rightly underftand
thofe paflages- of fcripture which feem to {peak a
different language. But as light and knowledge
increafe, thefe difficulties are leflened. The LorD
claims the honour, and he engages for the accom-
plithment of a complete falvation, that no power
thall pluck his people out of his hand, or feparate

them from his love. Their perfeverance in grace,
befides
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befides being aflerted in many exprefs promifes,
may be proved with the fullelt evidence from the
unchangeablenefs of Gobp, the interceflion of
CHRr1sT, the union which fubfilts between him
and his pcople, and from the principle of fpiritual
life he has implanted in their hearts, which in its
own nature Is connected with everlafting lite, for
grace is the feed of glory. 1 have not room to
enlarge on thefe particulars, but refer you to the
following texts, from which various ftrong and in-
vincible arguments might be drawn for their con-
firmation, Luke xiv. 28—30. compared with Phil,
1. 6. Heb. vii, 25. with Rom. viil, 3.4—139. John
Xiv. 19. with John xv. 1, 2. John iv. 14 Upon
thefe grounds, my friend, why may not you who
have fled for refuge to the hope fet before you, and
committed your foul to Jefus, rejoice tn his falva-
tion, and fay, ¢ While Curist is the Founda-
tion, Root, Head, and Hufband of his people,
while the word of Gop is Yea and Amen, while
the counfels,of Gon are unchangeable, while we
have a Mediator and High-prieft before the throne,
while the Holy Spirit is willing and able to bear
witnefs to the truths of the golpel, while Gop is
wifer than men, and flronger than Satan, {o long
the believer in JEsus is and fhall be fafe? Hea-
ven and earth muft pals away, but the promife,
the oath, the blood on which my foul relics, af-
fords me a fecurity which can never fail,”

As the doltrines of eleciion and perfeverance
are comfortable, fo they cut off all pretence of

boafting and felf-dependence, when they are truly
received in the heart, and therefore tend to exalt
the Saviour of courfe. They ftain the pride of all

human glory, and leave us nothing to glory in but
the
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the Lorp. The more we are convinced of our
utter depravity and inability from fift to laft, the
more excellent will Jesus appear. The whole
may give the phylician a good word, but the fic
alone know how to prize him. And here I can-
not but remark a diffcrence between thofe who
have nothing to truft to but free grace, and thofe
wheo afcribe a fttle at leaft to fome good difpoti-
tion and ability in man, We aflent to whatever
they enforce from the word of Gop on the fubject
of fandlification. We acknowledge its importance,
its excellency, its beauty. Butwe could wifh they
would join more with us in exalting the Redeemer’s
name. T heir experience feems to lead them to
talk of themfelves, of the change that is wrought
in them, and the much that depends upon their
own watchfulne(s and ftriving. We likewife would
be thankful if we can perceive achange wronght
in us by the power of grace, we defire to be found
watching likewife. But when our hopes are moft
alive, it is lels from a view of the imperfect be-
ginnings of grace in our hearts, than from an ap-
prehenfion of him whois our All in All. His Per-
fon, his love, his fufterings, his intercefiion, com-
paflion, fulnefs, and faithfulnels—thefe are our
delightful themes, which leave us little leifure
{when in our belt frames) to fpeak of ourflelves,
How do our hearts {often, and our eyes melt, when
we feel fome liberty in thinking and fpeaking of
Him! For we had no help in time paft, nor can
have any in time to come, but from him alone,
If any perfons have contributed a mite to their own
{alvation, it was more than we could do. If any
were obedient and faithful to the firft calls and
impreflions of his Spirit, it was not our cafe. If

any
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any were prepared to receive him beforehand,
we know that we were in a {tate of alienation
fromhim. We needed fotercign irrefiftible grace
to fave us, or wehad been loft for ever. If there
are any who have a power of their own, we muft
confefs ourfelves poorer than they are, We can-
not watch, unlefs he watches with us; we cannot
ftrive, unlefs he ftrives in us; we cannot ftand one
moment, unlels he hclas us up,  And we belicve
we muft perifh after all, unlefs his faithfulnefs is
engaced to keep us. But this we truit he will do,
not for our rightecufnefs, but for his own Name’s

fake, and becaufe, having loved us with an ever-
Jafting love, he has been pleafed in loving kind-
nefs to draw us to himfelf, and to be found of us
when we fought him not.

Can you think, dear Sir, that a perfon who
lives under the influence of thefe fentiments wil
defire to continue in fin becaule grace abounds?
No, you are too candid an obferver of men and
manners to believe the calumnies which are pro-
pagated againft us. It is true, there are too many
falfe and empty profeflors amonglt us; but are
there none amongft thofe who hold the oppofite
fentiments ! And I would obferve, that the ¢b-
jetion drawn from the milcarriages of reputed
Calvinifts is quite befide the purpole,  We main-
tain, that no dollrines or means can change the
heart, or produce a gracious converfation, without
the efficacious power of Almighty grace. The. :-
fore, 1f it 1s found to be fo in faét, it {hould not
be charged againft our doctrine, but rather ad-
mitted as a proof and confirmation of it, We
confefs that we fall fadly thort in every thing, and
have 1eafon to be afhamed and amazed that we

3 are
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ate fo faintly influenced by fuch animating prin-
ciples; yet upon the whole our confciences bear
us witnefs, and we hope we may declare it both
to the church and to the world, without juft fear
of contradiflion, that the doctrines of grace arc
€oclrines according to godlinefs.

I am, Dear Sir,

Your affetionate friend,

OMICRON,

F P

LETTUZER X,
A. Or, GrAcE in the Brapg, Mark iv. 28,

DEar Sir,

ACcording to your deftre I fit down to give
. you my peneral views of a progreflive work

of Grace, in the fevereft ftages of a believer’s
experience, which [ fhall mark by the difierent
charalters [A B C] anfwerable to the diftinc-

tions our LoRD teaches us to obferve from the
orowth of the corn, Mark iv. 28. ¢ Firft the
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in
the.ear.,” 'The Lorp leads all his people eftec-
tually and favingly to the knowledge of the fame
eflcntial truths, but in fuch a variety of methods,
that it will be needful in this difquifition to fet
alide as much as poflible fuch things as may be

only perfonal and occafional in the experience of
2 eaCh,
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cach, and tocolle&t thofe only which in a preater
or lefs degree are common to them all. [ fhall
not therefore give you a copy of my own experi-
ence, or of that of any individual ; but thall en-
deavour as clearly as I can to ftate what the
{cripture teaches us concerning the nature and ef-
fentials of a work of grace, fo far as it will bear
a general application to all thofe who are the fub-
jects of gracious operations.

By nature we are all dead in trefpafles and
fins, not only ftrangers to Gop, butin a flate
of enmity and oppofition to his government and
grace. In this refpect, whatever difference there
may be in the charalters of men as members of
fociety, they are all, whether wile or ignorant,
whether fober or profane, equally incapable of
recelving or approving divine truths. 1 Cor. ii.
14. On this ground our LorD declares, ¢ No
man can come unto me, except the Father who
has fent me draws him.” Though the term Fa-
ther moft frequently exprefles a known and im-
portant diftinction in the Adorable Trinity, I ap-
prehend our Lorp fometimes ufes it to denote
Gon or the Divine Nature, in contradiftin@ion
from his humanity, asin John xiv. g.  And this
I take to be the fenfe here: ¢ Noman can come
unto me unlefs he is taught of Gobp,” and
wrought upon by a divine power. The imme-
diate exertion of this power, according to the
occonomy of falvation, is rather afcribed to the
Holy Spirit than to the Father, John xvi. §—11.
But it is the power of the Gop and Father of
our Lorp JEsus Curist, and therefore feve-
rally attributed to the Father, Son, and Spirit,

John
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John v, 21. and chap, vi. 44, 63. 2 Cor. iii. 18.
2 Thefs. 11, 3.

By [A] I would underftand a perfon who is
under the drawings of Gop, which will infalli-
bly lead him to the LorDp Jesus CHRisT for life
and falvation, The beginning of this work is
inftantaneous. It is effefted by a certain kind of
light communicated to the {oul, to which it was
before an utter ftranger, The eyes of the under-
ftanding-are opened and enlightened. The light
at firft afforded is weak and indiftin&, like the
morning dawn ; but when it is once begun it
will certainly increa{e and f{pread to.the perfect
day: We commonly fpeak as if conviftion of
{in was the firft work of Gob upon the foul, that
he is in mercy about to draw unto himfelf. But
I think-this is inaccurate  Conviftion is onlv a
part, orrather an immediate effect of that ficfk
work, and there are many conviétions which do
not at all fpring from it, and therefore are only
occaflonal and temporary, though for a feafon
they may be very fharp, and put a perfon upon
doing many things. In order to a due convi&tion
of fin we muit-previoufly have fome adequate con-
ceptions of the (Gop with whom we have to do.
Sin may be feared as dangerous without this, but
Its nature and demeric can only be underftood by

being contrafted with the holinefs, majefly, good-
nefs, and truth of the Gop, againft whom it is
committed. [Yo outward means, no mercies, judg-
ments, o otdinances, can communicate {uch a
dilcoverv o < 0D, or produce fuch a convidtion
of fin, without the concurrence of this divine
light ¢0d. power to the foul.  The natural con-
fctence and pafioas may be indeed fo far wrought

upon
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upon by outward means, as to ftir up fome defires
and endeavours ; but if thefe are not founded in
a fpiritual apprehenfion of the perfections of
Gob, according to the revelation he has made of
himfelf in his word, they will fooner or later
come to nothing, and the perfon affected will
cither return by degrees to. his former ways,
2 Pet, ii. 20. or he will fink into a felf-rightcous
form of godlinefs, deftitute of the power, Luke
xviii. 11.  And therefore as there are fo many
things in the difpenfation of the goipel, fuited to
work upon the natural paflions of men, the mzny
woful mifcarriages and apoftalies amongft pro-
fetlors are more to be Jamented than wondered
at.  For though the feed may feem to fpring up
and look green for a feafon, if there be not depth
for it to take root it will {urely wither away, We
may be unable to judge with certainty upon the
firft appearance of areligious profeflion, whether
the work be thus deep and fpiritual, or not; but
““the Lokp knows them that are his)”. and
wherever it is real, it is an infallible token of
falvation. Now as Gobp only thus reveals him-
felf by the medium of fcripture-truth, the light
received this way leads the foul to the fcripture
from whence it {prings, and -all the leading truths
of the word of (Gob foon begin to be perceived

and aflented to. Theevil of fin is acknowledged,
the evil of the heart is felt. There may be for
a while fome cfforts to obtain the favour of Gop
by prayer, repentance, and information, but for
the moft part it is not very long before thefe
things are proved to be vain and ineffeltual,
The foul, like the woman mentioned Mark v,
26. weeried with vain cxpedients, finds Jatfels

1D worfe
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worle and worfe, and is gradually brought to {e2
the neceflity and {ufficiency of the gofpel-falva-
tion. [A] may {oon bea believer thus far, "T'hat
he believes the word of Gop, {ees and feels things
to be as they are there defcribed, hates and
avolds {in, becaufe he knows it is difpleafing to
Gop and contrary to his goodnefs ; he receives
the record which Gop has given of his Son, has
his heart affeCted and drawn to. JEsus by views
of his glory, and of his love to poor finners, ven-
tures upon his name and promifes as his only
encouragement to come to a throne of grace,
waits diligently in the ufe of all means appoint-
ed for the communion and growth of grace,
foves the LorD’s people, accounts them the ex-
cellent of the earth, and delights in their con-
verfation, He is longing, waiting, and pray-
ing for afhare in thofe bleflings which he believes
they enjoy, and can be fatisfied with nothing lefs.
He is-convinced of the power of JEsus to fave
him, but through remaining ignorance and lega-
lity, the remembrance of {in committed, and the
fenfe of . prefent corruption, he often queftions
his willingnefs ; and, not knowing the abound-
ings of grace and the fecurity of the promiles, he
fears left the compaflionate Saviour {hould fpurn
him from bis feet,

While he is thus young in the knowledge of
the gofpel, burdened with fin, and perhaps befet
with Satan’s temptations, the Lorp, who ¢ ga-
thers the lambs in his arms and carries them in
his bofom,” is pleafed at times to favour him with
cordials, that he may not be {wallowed up with
overmuch forrow, Perhaps his heart ts enlarged
in prayer, or under hearing, or fome good pro-

3 mife
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mife is brought home to his mind, and applied
with power and {weetnefs, He mlﬁakes the na-
ture and defign of thefe comforts, which ate not
given bim te reft in, but to encourage him to
prefs forward, He thinks he is then right be-
caufe he has them, and fondly hopes to haye
them always. Then bis mountain ftands ftrong.
But cre Jong he feels a change.  His comforts
are wnhdrawn, he finds no heart to pray, no at-
tention in hearing, indwellinz fin revives with
frefh ftrength, and perhaps Satan returns with
redoubled rage. Then he is at his wits end,
thinks his hopes were prefumptuous, and his
comforts delufions.  He wants to feel fomething
that may give him a warrant to truft in the free
promifes of Curist. Hisviews of the Redeemer’s
gracefulnels are very narrow, be fecs not the
harmony and glory of the Divine attributcs in
the falvation of a finner ; he fighs for mercy, but
fears that juftice. is againtt bim. FHlowever, by
thefe chanmno difpenfations the Lorb is traine
ing him up, and bringing him forward,  He re-
ceives grace from JEsus, whereby he is enabled
to fight againft {in; his confcience is tender, his
troubles are chiefly fpuuu..tl troubles; and he.
thinks if he could but attain a {ure and abiding
fenfe of hla acceptance in the Beloved, hardly
any outward trial would be capable of giving him
much difturbance, : Indeed notwithitanding the

weaknefs, of his. faith, and the prevalence of a

legal fpirit, which gicatly hurts him, there are
fome things in his prefent experience which he
may perhaps look back upon with regret here-
after, when his hope and knowledge wiil be more

e{tabh{hed Particularly that fenﬁbllxty and keen-
E 2 nefs
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nefs of appetite with which he now attends the
ordinances, defiring the fincere milk of the wotd
with earneftnefs and eagernefs, as a babe does
the breaft. He counts the hours from one op-
portunity to another, and the attention and de-
fire with which he hears may be read ‘in his coun-
tenance. His zeal is likewifc lively, and may
be, for want of more experience, too importa-~
nate and forward. He has a love for fouls, and
-a concern for the glory of Gop ; which though
1t may at fome times create him trouble, and ar
others be mixed with fome undue motions of
Self, yet’in its principle is ‘highly defirable and
commendable, John xviil. 10.

The grace of Gop influences both-the under-
{tanding and the affeltions, Warm affetions
without knowledge, can rife no higher than fu-
perftition ; and that knowledge which does not
influence the heart and affections, will only make
a hypocrite, The true believer is renewed in
both refpefls ; yet we may obferve, that though
[A7 is not without knowledge, this ftate is moré
alually remarkable for the warmth and livelinefs
of the affeltions, On the other hand, as the
work advances, though the affetions are not
left out, yet it {eemsto be carried on principally
in the undetftanding, The old Chriftian has
more {olid, judicious, connected views of the Lorp
Jesus CrrisT, and the glories of his perfon

and redeeming love; hence his hope 15 more
eftablithed, his dependence more fimple, and his
peace and ftrength, coeteris paribus, more abiding
and uniform, than in the cafe of a young convert ;
but the latter has for the moft part the advan-
tage in point of {enfible fervency, A tree 1s mott

3 valuable
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valuable when laden with ripe fruit, but it has a
peculiar beauty when in bloflom. It 1s {pring
time with [A} he is in bloom, and by the grace
and blefling of the heavenly Hufbandman will
bear fruit in old ace. His faith is weak, but his
heartis warm. He will feldom venture to think
himf{elf a believer, buthe {ecs and feels, and does
thofe things which no one could, unlefs the Lorp
was with him. The very delire and bent of his
foul is to Gop, and to the word of his grace.
His knowledge is but fmall, but it is growing
every day. If he is not a futher or a young man
in grace, he is a dear child. The Lorb has vi-
{ited his heart, delivered him from the Jove of
fin, and fixed his deftres fupremely upon JEsus
Caxist. ‘Thefpiritof bondage is gradually de-
parting from him, and the hour of liberty which
he longs for is approaching, when, by a farther
difcovery of the glorious gofpel, it fhall be given.
him to know his acceptance, and to reft upon
the LorD’s finifhed falvation. We {hall then toke
notice of him by the name of [B], in afecond
letter, if you are not unwiiing that I thould pro-
{ecute the fubjett.

[ am fincercly yours,.

GAMICRON,

s E3  LETTER
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LETTER XL

[B] Or, GracE in the EaAr, Mark .

HE manner of the Lorp’s work in the
& hearts of his people is not ealily traced,
though the falt is certzin, and the evidence de-
monftrable from fcripture, - In attempting to ex-
plain it, we can only fpeak in general, and are
at a fofs to form fuch a defcription as fhall take
in the immenfe variety of cafes which occur in
the experience of believers. I have already at-
tempted {uch a general delineation of a young
convert, under the charadler of [A], 2nd am
now to fpeak of him by the name of [B].

This ftate I fuppole to commence, when the
foul, after an interchange of hopes and fears, ac-
cording to the different frames 1t pafles through,
1s brought to reft in JEsus, by a fpiritual appre-
benfion of his complete fuitablenels and. {uffici-
ency, as the wifdom, righteoulnels, fanctifica-
tion and redemption of all who truft in him, and
1s enabled by an appropriating faith to fay, ¢ He
15 mine, and [ am his,” "There are various de-
grees of this perfuafion 5 1t Is of a growing na-
ture, and is capable of increafe fo long as we re-
main in this world. I call it affurance when 1t
arifes from a fimple view of the grace and glory

of the Saviour, independent of our fenfible frames
and feelings, {fo as to enable us to anfwer all
objettions from unbelief and Satan, with the
Apoftle’s words, ¢ Who is he that condemneth ?

it is CurisT that died, yea rather, that is rifen
agaln,




(79 )
acain, who is even at the right hand of Gop,
who alfo maketh interceffion for us,” Rom. viii.
34. Lhis (in my judoment) does not belong to
the eflence of faith, fo that [ B] fhould be deem-
ed more truly a believer than [A], but to the
eftablithment of faith. And now fatth is ftronger,
it has more to grapple with. I think the cha-
radteriftic of the ftate of [A] is defire, and of
[B] isconfliil, Not that [B]’s defires have fub-
fided, or that [A] was a {tranger to conflict,
But as thﬁre was a {enfible eagernels and keen-
nels in A5 defires, which perhaps is {eldom
known to be equally ftrong afterwards, fo there
are ufually trials and exercifes in [B]'s experi-
ence, fomcthing different in their kind, and
fharper in their meafure, than what [A] was ex-
pofed to, or indeed had ftrength to endure. [A,
like Ifrael, has been delivered from Egypt by great
power and a {tretched-out arm, has been purfued
and terrihied by many enemies, has given himfelf
up for loft again and again. e has at luft {een
his enemies deftroyed, and has fung the {ong ok
NMofes and the Lamb upon the banks of the Red
Sea. Then he commences [B]. Perhaps, like
Ifrael, he thinks his difficuities are at an end, and
expects to go on rejoicing till he enters the pro-
mifed land. But, alas! his dificulties are in a
manner but Y**n:enrumlnwfr he has a wildernefs be-
forc him, of which helh not aware. I'he LorD
1s now about to fuit his difpenfations to humble
and to prove him, and to fnew him what &5 in
his heart, that he may do him zood at the lurter

end, and that all the glory may recound to his
own free grace,

[ORY) Since



Sy }

\

since the Lorp hates and abhors fin, and
teaches bis people whom he loves to hate it like-
wife, it might feem defirable (and all things are
equally ealy to him) that at the fame time they
are delivered from the gwlt and reigning power
of fin, they fhould ikewife be perfc&ly freed from
the defilement of indwelling fin, and be made
fully conformable to him at once, His wifdom
has however appointed otherwife.  But from the
above premufes of his hatred of {in, and his love
to his people, | think we may certainly cenclude
shat he would not {uffer fin to remain 1n them,
3t he did not purpofe to over-rule it {or the fuller
mznifeftation of the glory of his grace and wif-
dom, and for the making his falvatuon more pre-
cious to thelr fouls. It is however his command,
and therefore their duty, yea further, from 1hc
new nature he has given them, it is their defire,
to watch and ftrive againtt fin and to propofe
the mortification of the whole body of fin, and
the advancement of fan&ification in their hearts,
as their great and conftant aim, to which they
are to have an habitual pérflevering regard. Upon
this plan [B] fets out. ‘I he knowledge of our
acceptance with Gop, and of our everlafting fe-
curity in CHRIsT, has in itfelf thefametendency
upon earth as it will have in heaven, and would,
1n proportion to the degree of evidence z2nd clear-
nels, produce the fame effelts, of continual love,
joy, peace, gratitude, and praife, 1f there was
nothing to counteract it, But [B]is notall fpi-
rit. A depraved nature ftill cleaves to him, and

he has the feeds of every natural corruption yet
remaining in his heart. He lives likewife 1n a

warld that is full of fnares and occafions fuited
to
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to draw foith thofe corruptions; and he 15 {ur-
rounded by invilible fpiritual encmies, the extent
of whofe power and fubtiity he s yet to learn.
by painful experience. [}] knows in- general
the nature of his chriftian warfare, and fees his
right to live upon JEsus for righteoufnefs and
ftrength,  He is not uawilling to endure hard-
fhips as a good foldier of Jr.us CuRrisT, and
believes, that though he mey be foie thruft at
that he may fall, the Lorp will be his ftay. He
knows that his heart is ““-dececitful and defpe-
rately wicked,” but he does not, hie cannot know
at firft the full meaning of lhat expreffion: Yet
1t is for the Loxrp’s r*]un and will in the end
make his grace and love 4ill more precious,. that
[B] fhould find new and mortifying proofs of an.
evil nature as he goes on, fuch as he could not
once bave belicved had they been foretold to him,
as in the cafe of Peter, Mark xiv. 2. And in
tﬁ'c:f’r, the abominations of the heart do not ap-
pear in their full ftrength and aggravation, but
in the cale of one, who, like [B}, has talted
that the LorD is nracuous, and rgmced in his
falvation, The exceeding finfulnefs of {in is ma-
nifcfied, not fo much by its breaking through the
reﬂramt of threatenings and commands, as by

its being capable of a&mg againft light and againtt
love. Thusit was with Hezckiah. He had been

a faithful and zealous fervant of the Lorp for
many years, but | fuppole he knew mere of Gop
and of himfelf in the tme of his fickne(; than he
had ever done before. 'T'he Lorp, who h.d
fignally defended him from Sennacherib, was
pleafed likewife to ratle him from the borders of

the grave by aniiacle, and prolonged the time
of
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of his life in anfwer to prayer, It is plain from
the {ong which he peoned upon his. récovery,
that he was greatly airetted with the mercies he
had received : yet itill there was fomething in
his heart which he knew not, and which it was
for the LorD’s glory he fhould be made fenfible
of, and therefore he was pleafed to leave him to
himflelf., Itis the only inftance in which he is
faid to have been left to himfelf, and the only
inftance in which his condut is condemned. |
apprehend, that in the ftate of [B], thatis, for
a fealon after we have known the LorDp, we
have ufually the moft {enfible and diftrefling ex-
perience of our evil natures. [ do not fay, that
it 1s neceflary that we fhould be left to fall into
grofs outward fin in order to know what is in
our hearts, though 1 believe many have thus

fallen, whof hearts, under a former fenfe of re-
deeming love, have been as truly fet againlt iin,
as the hearts of others who have been preferved
from fuch outward falls. 'The LorDp makes fome
of his children examples and warnings to others,
as he pleafes. T'hey who arc fpared, and whole
worft deviations are only khown to the Lorp
and themfelves, have great reafon to be thank-
ful, I am fure lhave . the merciful LoRp has
not {uflered me to make any confiderable blot in
my profeffion during the time [-have been num-
bered amongft his people.  But [ have nothing
to boait of hertin. It has not been owing . to
my h;ff}()ﬂ‘l, watchfuloels, or fpirituality, though
1 the ma'n he has not {uffered me to live in the
nexlect of his appeinted means,  But | hope to
a0 foftly all my days under the remembrance of
many things, for which I have as oreat caufe o

b

-
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be abafed before him, as if I had been left to {in

grievoufly in the fight of men. Yet, with rc-
ipe&t to my acceptance in the Beloved, I know
not if [ have had adoubt of 2 quarter of an hour’s
continuance for many years paft.  But, Oh!
the multiplied inftances of {tupidity, ingratitude,
impatience, and rebellion, to which my confci-
ence has been witnefs ! And as every heart knows
its own bitternefs, | have generally heard the like
complaints from others of the Lorp’s people
with whom 1 have converfed, even from thofe
who have appeared to be eminently gracious and
{piritual,  [B] does not meet with thefe things
perhaps at firlt, nor every day., The Lorp ap-
points Occafions and Turns in life, which try
our fpirits. There are particular feafons when
temptations are fuited to our frames, tempers,

and {ituations ; and there are times when he is
plealed to withdraw, and to permit Satan’s ap-
proach, that we may feel how vile we are in
ourfelves.  We are prone to {piritual pride, to
felf-dependence, to vain confidence, to creaturc
attachments, and a train of evils, The Lorp
often dilcovers to us one finful difpofition by ex-
pofing us to another, He fometimes fhews us
what he can do for us and n us; and at other
times how little we can do, and how unable we
are to ftand without him, By a variety of thefe
exercifes, through the over-ruling and edifying
influences of the Holy Spirit,” [B] is trained up
in a growing knowledge of himfelf and of the
Lorp. He learns to be more diftruftful of his
own heart, and to fufpect a fnare in every {tep
he takes, 'T'he dark and difconfclate hours which

he has brought upon himfelf in times paft, makes
‘ him
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him doubly prize the light of Geb’s counte-
nance, and teach him to dread whatever might

grieve the Spirit of Gop, and caule him to with-

draw again. The repeated and multiplied par-
dons which he has received, encreafe his admi-

ration of, and the fenfe of his obligations to, the
rich fovereign abounding mercy of the covenant.
Much has been forgiven him, therefore he loves
much, and therefore he knows how to forgive
and pity others, He does not call evil good, or
good evil, but his own experiences. teach him
tendernefs and forbearance. He experiences a
ipirit of meeknefs towards thofe who are over-
taken 1n a fault, and bis attempts to reftore fuch,
are according to the pattern of the LorDp’s deal-
ings with himfelf. In a word, [B}’s charaéter,
In my judgment, is complete, and he becomes 2
{C] when the habitual frame of his heart anfwers

to_that paflage in the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xvi.
63. ‘¢ That thou mayft remember, and be con-
founded, and never open thy mouth any more,
[to boaft, complain, or cenfure] becauvfe of thy
ihame, when I am pacified towards thee, for all
that thou haft done, faith the Lorp Gop.”

I am, dear Sir,

Yours fincerely,

OMICRQN.

LETTER
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LETTTETR XII
(C) Or, the full Corn inthe Ears Mark iv, 28,

BY way of diftin&ion, 1 affigned to (A) the
charalleriftic of defire, to {B) that of con-
flict, Ican think of no fingle word more. de-
{criptive of the ftate of (() than contemplation.
His eminence, in comparifon of (A), does not
confift in the fenfible warmth and fervency of his
affeCions; in this refpe& many of the moft ex-
‘emplary believers have looked back with a kind
of regret upon the time of their efpoufals, when,
though their judgments were but imperfectly
formed, and their views of gofpel-truths were
very indiftinét, they felt a fervor of fpirit, the re-
membrance of which is both humbling and re-
frefhing, and yet they cannot recal the fame fen-
fations. Nor is he properly diftinguifhed from
(B) by a confcioufnels of his acceptance in the
Beloved, and an ability of calling Gop his Fa-
ther ; for this I have fuppofed (B) has: attained
to. Though as there is a growth in every grace,
(C) having had his views of the pofpel, and of
the Lorp's faithfulnefs and mercy, confirmed
by a longer experience, bis aflurance is of courfe
more flable and more fimple, than when he firft
faw himfelf {afe from all condemnation. Nei-
. .ther has (C), properly fpeaking, any more
ftrength or ftock of grace inherent in himfelf
than (B), or even than (A). He isin the fame
ftate of abfolute dependence, as incapable of per-
forming fpiritual acte, or of relilting temptations

by
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by his own power, as he was at the firft day of
his fetting out. Yet in a fenfe he is much
ftronger, becaufe he has a more feeling and con-
ftant fenfe of his own weaknefs. T'he Lorp
has been long teaching him this leffon by a train
of various difpenfations; and through grace he
can fay, He has not fufiered fo many things in
vain. . - His heart has deceived him fo often, that
he is:now in a good meafure weaned from truft-
ing to it, and thercfore he does not meet with' fo
many difappointments. And having found again
and again the vanity of all other helps, he is now
taught to.go to the LoRD at once for ‘¢ grace to
help in every time of need.” . “Lhus heis ftrong,
not 1n himfelf, butin the grace that Is in (.Hms T
Jesus. -
But (C)’s happmefs and fupendnty to (B) lies
chiefly in this, that by the LorD’s blefling on
the ufe of means, fuch as prayer, reading and
hearing of the word, and by a {anétihed improve-
ment of what he has feen of the LOrRD, and of
his own heart in the courfe of his experience, he
has attained clearer, dzeper, and ‘more compre-
henfive views of the myftery of redeeming:love, .
of the glorious exceilency of the Lorp _]Esus,
in his perfon, offices, grace and faithfulnefs; of
the harmony and glory of all the divine perfec-
tions manifefted in and by him to the.church;.
of the ftability, beauty, fulnefs, and certainty
of the holy fcriptures, and of the heights, depthr, .
lengths, and breadths of the love. of ‘Gobp in.
'CHRIST. Thus though his fenfible feelings may
not be fo warm as when he was 1n the ftate of
(A), his judgment is more {olid, his mind more
fixsd, his -thoushts more habitually:.exercifed
I upon



(87 )

upon the things within the vail. His great bu-
finefs is to behold the g glory of Gop in CHRIST
and by beholding he is changed into the fame
image, and brings forth in-an eminent and uni-
form manner the fruits of righteoulnefs, which
are by Jesus CHRIST to the glory and praife of
Gobp. Hiscontemplations are not barren fpecu-
lations, but have a real influence, and enzble
him to exemplify the chrftian character to more
advantage, and with more confiftence, than can
in the prefent {tate of things be expedled either
from (A) or (B). The followmfr particulars may
illuftrate my meaning,

I, Humility, A meafure of this grace is to be
expectcd in every true chriftian, but it canonly
appear in proportion to the knowledge they. have
of CBRIsT and of their own hearts, It is a
part of (C)s daily employment to look “back
wpon the way by which the Lorp has led him;
and while he reviews the Ebenczers he has fet.up
all along the road, he fees in almoft an equal
number the monuments of his own perverfe re-
turns, and how he bas in a thoufand inftances
rendered to the Lor D evil for good, Comparing
thefe things together, he can without aftetation
adopt the Apoftle’s language, and ftile himfelf
¢ lefs than the leaft of all faints, and of finners
the chief.”. (A) and (B) know that they ought
to be humbled, but (C) 1s truly fo, and fcels the
forceof that text which I mentioned in my lait,
Fzek, xviv 63. Again, as he knows moft .of
bimfelf, fo he has feen moftof the Lorp. The
apprehenfion of Infinite Majefty combined with
Infinite Love, 'makes him fhrink into the duit,
men the exercife of this grace he derives two

others,
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others, which are exceedingly ornamental, and
principal branches of the mind Wthh was in
CHRIST.

The one is fubmiffion to the will of Gop. The
views he has of his own vilenels, unworthinefs,
and ignorance, and of the divine fovereignty,
wiidom, and love, teach him to be content in
every ftate, and to bear his appointed lot of fuf-
fering with refignation, according to the language
of David in a time of affition, ¢ | was dumb,
and opened not my mouth, becaufe Thou didft
it,”

The other is, Tendernefs of {pirtt towards his
fellow-chriftians. He cannot but judge of their
conduct according to the rule of the word, But
his own heart, and the knowledge he has ac-
quired of the fnares of the world, and the {ub-.
tilty of Satan, teach him to make all due allow-
ances, and qualify him for admonifhing and re-
ftoring, in the fpirit of mecknefs, thofe who have
been overtaken in a fault. Here (A) is ufually
blameable ; the warmth of his zeal, not being
duly corrected by a fenfe of his own imperfelti-
ons, betrays him often into a cenforious fpirit..
But (C) can bear with (A) likewife, becaufe he:
hath been fo him{elf, and be will not expe& green
- fruit to be ripe.

i1, Spirituality. A fpiritual tafte and a difpo-
fition to account all things mean and vain, in com-
parifon of the knowledge and love «f Gob in
CuRrisT, are eflential to a true cbriftian, The
world can never be his prevailing choice, 1 John
1i, 13.  Yet we are renewed but in part, andare
prone to'an undue attachment to worldly things.

Qur fpitits cleave to the duft, in defiance-to the,
diclates.
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dictates of our better judgments; and I believe
the Lor b feldom gives his people a confiderable
victory over this evil principle, until he has let
them fec! how deeply it 1s rooted in their hearts.
We may often fee perfons entangled and clogged.
in this refpedt, of whofe fincerity in the main
we cannot jultly doubt, Kfpecially upon fome
{udden and unexpeéted turn in life, which brings
them into a fituation they have not been accuf-
tomed to. A confidereble part of our trals are
mercifully appointed to wean us from this pro-
penfity, and it is gradually wcakened by the
Lorp’s thewing us at one time the vanity of the
creature, and at another his own excellence and
all-fufliciency. Even (C) 15 not perfect in this
refpect; but he is more fenfible of the evil of
{uch attachments, more humbled for them, more
watchful againft them, and more delivered from
them. He ftill feels a fetter, but he longs to be
free, His allowed defires are brought to a point,
and he fees nothing worth a {erious thought, but
communion with Gobp and progrefs in holinefs,
Whatever outward changes (C) may meet with,
he will in general be the fame man fhll.  He has
Jearnt, with the Apoftle, not only to {ufter want,
but (which is perhaps the harder leflon) how to
abound. A palace would be a prifon to him,
without the LorD’s prcfence, and with this a
prifon would be a palace. Irom hence ariles a
peaceful reliance upon the LorD 3 he has nothing
which he cannot commit into his hands, which
he is not habitually aiming to refign to his dif-
pofal. Therefore heis not afraid of evil tidings ;
but when the hearts of others fhake like the leaves

of a tree, he is fixed trufting in the Lorp, who
he
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he believes can and wi/l make good every lofs,
{fweeten every bitter, and appoint all things to
work together for his advantage. He fees that
the time is fhort, lives upon the foretaftes of
glory, and therefore accounts not his life or any
inferior concernment dear, fo that he may finifh
his courfe with joy.,

II1, A uniton of heart to the glory and will of
Gobp, isanother noble diftin&ion of (C)’s fpirit.
The glory of Gop and the good of his people
are 1infeparably connelted. But of thefe great
ends the firft 1s unfpeakably the higheft and moft
important, and intc which every thing elfe will
be finally refolved, Now 1n proportion as we
advance nearer to him, our judgment, aim, and
end, will be conformable to Ais, and his glory
will have the highelt place in our hearts, At
firft it is not fo, or but very imperfeGtly. Our
concern is chiefly about ourfelves ; nor can it be
otherwife, The convinced foul inquires, What
fhall I do to be faved ! The young convert is in-
tent upon fenfible comiorts ; and 1in the feafons
when he fees his intereft fecure, the profpedt of
the troubles he may meet with in life makes him
often with fer an early difmiflion, that he may
be at reft, and avoid the heat and burden of the
day. But (C) has attained to more enlarged
views; he has a defire to depart and to be with
CHrisT, which would be importunate if he con-
fidered only himfelf; but his chief defire is, that
Gop may be glorified in him, whether by his
life or by his death.  He is not his own, nor
does he defire to be his owny but fo that the
power of JEsus may be manifefted in him, he
will take pleafure in infirmities, in diftrefles, in

tempta-
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temptations ; and though he longs for heaven,
would be content to live as long as Methufelah
upon earth, if by any thing he could do or fufter,
the will and glory of Gop might be promoted.
And though he loves and adores the L.orp for
what he has done and f{uffered for him, delivered
im from, and appointed him to, yet he loves
and adores him likewife with a more fimple and
direCt dove, in which felf is in a manner forgot,
from the confideration of his glorious excellence
and perfelions, as heis in himfelf. That Gob
in CHRIsT is glorious over all and blefied for
ever, is the very joy of his foul. And his heart
can frame no higher wifh, than that the fove-
reign, wife, holy will of Gop may be accom-
plifhed in him, and all his creatures.  Upon this
grand principle his prayers, fchemes, and aclions
are formed. Thus (C)is already made like the
angels, and fo far as is confiftent with the infe-
parable remnants of a fallen nature, the will of
Gon is regarded by him upon earth, as it is by
the inhabitants of heaven, |

"T'ke power of divine grace in (C) may be ex-
emplified in a great variety of fitvations, (C)
may be rich or poor, learned or illiterate, of a
lively natural {pirit, or of a more flow and phleg-
matical conftitution, He may have a compara-
tively fmooth, or a remarkable thorny path in
lite 5 hie may be a minifter or Jlayman, Thele
circumftantials will give fome tinéture and diffe-
rence in appearance to the work, but the work
it{elf is the fame; and we muft, as far as pofii-
bie, drop the confideration of them all, or make
proper allowances for each, in order to form a right

judgment of the life of faith, The outward ex-
prefiion
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preflion of grace may be heightened and fetoff to
advantage by many things which are merely na-
tural, fuch as evennefs of temper, good fenfe, a

know]cdnc of the world, and the like; and 1t
may be darkened by things which are not pro-
petly finful, but unavoidable ; ; fuch as lownefs of
{pirit, weal' abilities, and preflure of temptations,
which may have eﬁ%&s that they who have not
had experiencein the {ame things cannot properly
account for. A double quantity of real grace (if
I may {o fpeak) that has a double quantity of
hindrances to confli@ with, will not be eafily
oblerved, unlefs thefe hindrances are likewife
known and attended to. And a {maller meafure
of grace may appear great when its exercife meets
with no remarkable obftruction, Ior thefe rea-
fons we can never be competent judges of each
other, becaufe we cannot be competently ac-
quainted with the whole complex cafe, bButour
great and merciful High Pricft knows the whole;
he confiders our frame, *¢ remembers that we are
but duft,” makes gracious allowances, pities,
bears, accepts, and approves, with unerring judg-
meitt, The fun, in his daily courfe, beholds
nothing {o excclient and honourable uvpon earth
as (C), though perhaps he may be confined to a
cottage, and is lictle known or noticed by men,
But ke is the obje and refidence of Divine Love,
the charge of angbe]ﬂ and ripening for eveilaft-
ing glory, Happy (C)! his toils, fufterings, and
exercifes, will be {oon at an end. Soon his de-
fires will be accomplifhed ; and he who has loved
bim and redeemed him with his own blood, will
receive him to himfelf, with a ‘< Well done,

good
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good and faithful fervant, enter thou into the | }oy
of thy LorD.”

[f this reprefentation is agreeable to the Scrip-
tures, how greatly are they miftaken, and how
much to be pitied, who, while they make pro-
feflion of the gofpel, feem to have no idea of the
effe@ts it 1s defizned to produce upon the hearts
of believers, but either allow themfielves in a
worldly fpirit and conver{ation, or indulge their
unfanflified tempers by a fierce contention for
names, notions, and parties, May the LoRrp
give to you and to me daily to grow in the expe-
ntence of that wifd ;m which ¢ is firft pure, then
peaceable, gentle and eafly to be inlreated, full
of mercy and good works, without partiality and
without hypocrify.”

I am, dear Sir,

Your {incere {riend,

OMICRON.,

L ETTER XIII.

On HeEarinc SERMONS,

DEear Sir,

AM glad to find that the Lorp bas at length
been plealed to hix youin afavoured fituation,
where you have frequent opportunitics of hearing
the gofpel, Thisis a great privilege, but, hkle
: ail
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all other outward privileges, it requires grace and
wifdom to make a due improvement of it; and
the great plenty of ordinancesyou enjoy, though
in itfelf a blefling, is attended with fnares, which-,
unlefs they are carefully guarded againft, may
hinder rather than promote your edification. [
gladly embrace the occafion you afford me, of
offering you my advice upon this fubjeét. A re-
membrance of the miftakes I have myfelf for-
merly committed, and the obfervations I have
made upon the conduct of profeflors, confidered
as hearers, will perhaps in fome meafure qualify
me for the tafk you have affigned me.

The faithful minifters of the gofpel, are alf
the fervants and ambafladors of CHR1sT ; they
are called and furnifhed by his Holy Splrlt, they
{fpeak in his name; and their fuccefs in the dif-
charge of their ofﬁce, be it more or lefs, depends
intirely upon his blefling ¢ fo far they are all upon
a par. But in the mealure of their minifterial
abilities, and in the peculiar turn of their preach-
ing, there is a great variety. There are ¢ di-

verfities of grl’ts {rom the {ame Spirit; and he
diftributes to cvery man-{everally.according to his
own will.” Some are more happy in alarming
the carelefs, others in adminiftering confolation
to the wounded confcience, Some aré fet more
efpecially for the eftablifhment and confirmation
of the gofpel do&rines, others ate fkilful in folv-
ing cafuiftical points, others are more excellent
in enforcing practical godlinefs ; and others again,
having beenled through depths of temptation and
{piritual diftrefs, are beft acquainted with the va-
rious workings of the heart, and know beft how

to fpeak a word 1n feafon to weary and excrcifed
{ouls,
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fouls. Perbaps no trae minifter of the gofpel
(for all fuch are taught of Gop) is wholly at a
lofs upon either of thefe points; but few, if any,
are remarkably and equally excellent 1n manag-
ing them all. Again, as to their manner ; Some
are more popular and pathetic, but at the fame
time more general and diffufe; while the want of
that life and earncftnefs in de]lvery Is compen-
fated in others by the clofencfs, accuracy, and
depth of their compofitions. In this variety of
gifts the Lorp has a gracious regard to the dif-
ferent taftes and difpofitions, as well as to the
wants of his people, and by their combined ef-
fells the complete {yftem of his trath islluf-
trated, and the good of his church promoted with
the hwheﬁ ﬂdvantacre, while his mlmﬁers, like
officers afligned to different ftations in an army,
have not only the good of the whole in view,
but each one his particular poft to maintain. This
would be more evidently the cale, if the remain-
Ing dt?pl"vlt) of our hearts did not afford Satan
but too much advantage in his fubtil attempts to
hurt and confnare us.  But alas ! how often has
he prevailed to infufe a {pirit of envy or diflike
in minifters towards each other, to withdraw
hearers from their proper concernment, by di-
viding them into parties, and ftirring them up to
contend fora Paul, an Apollos, or aCEphas 5 for
their own favourites, to the difparagement of
others, who are equally dear to the LORD, and
faithful in his fervice 7 You may think my pre-
amble long ; but I fhall deduce my advices chiefly
from it; taking it for granted, that to you I
have no need of proving at large what 1 have

advanced.
-~ As
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~ As the gifts and talents of minifters are. diffe-
rent, | advife you to choole for your {tated paf-
tor and teacher, one whom you find moft f{uit-
able, upon the whole, to your own tafte, and
whom you are likely to hear with the moft plea-
{ure and advantage. Ufe fome deliberation and
much prayer in this matter. Intreat the Lorp,
who knows better than you do yourfelf, to guide
you where your foul may be beft fed ; and when
your choice is fixed, you will do well to make
a point of attending his miniftry conftantly, 1
mean at leaft at the {tated times of worfhip on
the Lorp’s day, 1do not fay that no circum-
ftance will juftify your going elfewhere at fuch
times occaftonally ; but I think, the feldomer
you are abfent, the better. A {tated and regular
attendance encourages the minilter, 2ffords a
good example to the congregation ; and a hearer
1s more likely to meet with what is directly {uited
to his own cafe, from a minifter who knows
him, and expets to {ce him, than he can be from
one who is a ftranger. Efpecially I would not
wifh you to be abfent for the fake of gratifying
your curioftty, to hear fome new preacher, who
you have perhaps been told is a very extraordi-
nary map. For in your way fuch occafions might
poflibly offec almoft every week. What [ have
obferved of many, who run about unfealonably.
after new preachers, has reminded me of Prov.
xxvil. 8. ¢ As a bird that wandereth from her
nelt, fo is the man that wandereth from his
place.” Such unfettled hearcrs feldom thrive:
they ufually grow wife in their own conceits,
have their heads filled with notions, acquire a

dry, critical, and cenforious {pirit; and are more
intent
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intent upon difputing who is the belt preacher,
than upon obtaining benefit to themfelves from
what they hear, If you could find a2 man, indeed,
who had a power in himfelf of difpenfing a blefs-
ing to your foul, you might follow him from place
to place; but as the blefling is in the Lorp’s
hands, you will be more likely to reccive it by
waiting where his providence has placed you, and
where he has met with you before.

But as human nature is prone to ¢xtremes, per=
mit me to give you a caution on the other hand.
If the minifter, under whom you fatedly attend, is
made very acceptable to you, you will bein the lefs
danger of flighting Aim., But be careful that you
do not flight any other minifter of CHrIsT, If
therefore, when you come to hear your own
preacher, you find another in the pulpit, do not
let your looks tell him, that if you had known he
bad becn there you would not have come. 1 wifk
indeed you may never think fo in your heart;
but though we cannot prevent evil thoughts from
riling in our minds, we fhould endcavour to com=
bat and fupprefs them. Some perfons are fo cu-
rious, or rather fo weak, that if their favourite
minifter is occafionally abfent, they hardly think
it worth their while to hear another. A judicious
and faithful minifter, in this cafe, inftead of being
delighted with fuch a mark of peculiar attachment
to himfelf, will be grieved to thirk that they have
profited no more by his labours 5 for it 1s his defire
to win fouls, not to himfelf, but to JEsus CHRIsT,
I hope you, my fricnd, will always attend the or-
dinances with a view to the LorbD’s prelence ;
and when you are in your proper place, confider

the preacher (if he preaches the truth) as one pro-
¥ videntially
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videntially and exprefly fent by the LorD to you
at that time; and that you could not choofe bet-
ter for yourfelf, all things confidered, than he has
chofen for you. Do not limit the Almighty, by
confining your expectations to a fingle inftrument.
If you do, you will probably procure your own
difappointment, If you fix your hopes upon the
man, the Lorp may withhold his blefling, and
then the beft men and the beft fermons will prove
to you but as clouds without water. But befides
the more ftated fealons of worfhip on the Lorn’s
day, you have many opportunities of hearing fer-
mons occafiopally in the courfe of the week 3 and
thus you may partake of that variety of gifts which
1 have already fpcken of. 'This will be either a
benefit, or otherwife, according to the ufe you
make of it. 1 would recommend to you to im-
prove thele occafions, but under fome reftrictions,
In the firft place, be cauticus that you do not
degenerate into the {puiit of a mere heaiery {o asto
place the chief {trefs of your profefiion upon run-
ning hither and thither after preachers, “I'here
are many who are always upon the wing; and,
without a due regard to what 1s 1incumbent upon
them in the thop, in the family, orin the clofet,
they {eem to think they were fent into the world
only to hear fermons, and to hear as many in a
day as they poffibly can. Such perfons may be
fitly compared to Pharach’s lean kine; they de-
vour a griat deal, but for want of a proper digef-
tion they do not flourifh 5 their fouls are lean;
ghey have littie folid comfort, and their prefeflion
abounds more 1n leaves then in fruit, If the twelve.
apoftles were again upon carth, and you could.
hear them all every week, yet if -you. wer¢ not at-.
| tentive
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tentive to the duties of the clofet; if you did not
allow yourfelf time for reading, meditation, and
prayer; and if you did not likewife confcientia
oufly attend to the concernments of your particu-
lar calling, and the difcharge of your dutices in re=
lative life; I {hould be more ready to blame your
indifcretion, than to admire your zeal. Lvery
thing is beautiful in its feafon; and if one duty
frequently joftles out another, it is a fign either
of a weak judgment, or of a wrong turn of mind.
No public ordinances can make amends for the
negle( of fecret prayer; nor will the moft dili-
gent attendance upon them juftify us in the neg-
le& of thofe duties, which, by the command and
appointment of Gop, we owe to focicty.

Again, as it is our trial to live in a day whercin
fo many contentions and winds of ftrange doctrincs
abound, I hope you will watch and pray that
you may not have iching cars, inclining you to
hearken after novel and fingular opinions, and the
erroneous fentiments of men of unftaole minds,who
are not found in the faith., I have known perfons
who, from a blameable curiofity, have gone to
hear fuch, not for the {ake of edihication, which
they could not expect, but to know what they
had to fay, fuppofing that they themfelves were
too well eftablithed in the truth to be hurt by
them. But the experiment (without a juft and
lawful call) is prefumptuous and dangerous. In
this way many have been hurt, yea, many have
been overthrown. Error is like potfon ; the fub-
tilty, quicknefs, and force of 1ts operation, 1s often
amazing, As we pray not to be led into temp-
tation, we fhould take care not to run into it wile
fully, 1fthe Lorp hals} thewrn you what is right,

2 )
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it is not worth your while to known (if you could
know it) how many ways there are of being
wrong,

Farther, I advile you, when you hear a gofpel
fermon, and it is not in all refpeéts to your fatif-
faction, be not too hafty to lay the whole blame
upon the preacher. The LorDp’s minifters have
not much to fay in their own behalf. They feel
(it is to be hoped) theit own weaknefs and defect,
and the greatnefs and difficulty of their work, They
are confcious that their warmeft endeavours to pro-
claim the Saviour’s glory are too cold, and their
moft importunate addreflfes to the confciences of
men are too faint; and fometimes they are bur-
dened with fuch difcouragements, that even their
enemies would pity them if they knew their cafe,
Indeed they have much to be athamed of ; but it
will be more ufeful for you, who are a hearer, to
confider whether the fault may not poflibly be in
yourfelf. Perhaps you thought too highly of the
man, and expected too much from him; or per-
haps you thought too meanly of him, and expelt-
ed too little, In the former cafe, the Lorp juftly
difappointed you; in the latter you received ac-
cording to your faith, Perbaps you neglelted to
pray for him; and then, though he might be ufe-
ful to others, it is not at all ftrange that he was
not fo to you, Or poflibly you had indulged a
trifting fpurit, and brought a dearth and deadnefs
upon your own foul ; for which you had not been
duly humbled, and the LorD chofe that time to
rebuke you.

Laftly, As ahearer, you have a right to try all
doltrines by the word of Gop, andit is your duty

fo to do, Faithful minifters will remind you of
| this 3



( 101 )

this; they will not with to hold you in an im-
plicit and blind obedience to what they fay upon
their own authority, nor defire that you fhould
follow them farther than they have the fcripture
for their warrant, They would not be lords over
your confciente, but helpers of your joy. Prize
this gofpel liberty, which fets you free from the
dotrines and commandments of men ; but do not
abufe it to the purpofes of pride and felf. There
are hearers who make themfelves, and not the
fcripture, the ftandard of their judgment, They
attend not {fo much to be inftructed, as to pafs
their fentence,  To them, the pulpit is the éar
at which the minifter ftands to take his trial before
them; a bar at which few efcape cenfure, from

judges at once fo fevere and inconfitent, For as
thelc ceufurs are uoc all or 2 mind, and perhaps

agree 1n nothing fo much as 1n the opinion they
have of their own wifdom, 1t has often happened
that in the courfe of one and the fame fermon the
minifter has been condemned as a Legalilt and an
Antinomian, 2s too high in his notions and too
low, as having too little altion and too much,
Oh this is a hateful fpirity that prompts hearers
to pronounce ¢x cathedrd as if they were infallible,
breaks in upon the rights of private judgment even
10 matters not eflential, and makes a man an of-
fender for a word. 'This (pirit is one frequent
unhappy evil, which fprings from the corruption
of the heart, when the LorD affords the means
of grace in great abundance. How highly would
fome of the Lorp’s hidden ones, who are def-
titute of the ordinances, prize the blefling of a
preached gofpel, with which too many profefiors
{eem to be furfeited, I pray Gob to prelerve you

| from
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from fuch a fpirit (which 1 fear is fpreading, and
infells us like the peftilence) and to guide you in
all things,  { am,

Your fincere friend and fervant,

OMICRON.

mmﬂm—wﬂ

LETTER XIV,

On TEMPTATIONWN,

Dear Siz,

", HAT can yoﬁ expect from me on the
fubjcét of Temptation, with which you
have been fo much more converfant than myfelf ¢
On this point I am more difpofed to receive infor-
mation from you, than to offer my advice. You,
by the LorD’s appointment, have had much bu-
finefs and exercile on thefe great waters 3 whereas
the knowledge I have of what pafles there, I have
gained more from obfervation than from altual
experience, I fhall not wonder if you think I
write like a novice: however, your requeft has
the force of a command with me. 1 thall give
vou my thoughts ; or rather, fhali take occafion
to write, not fo much to you as to others, who,
though they may be plunged in the depths of
temptation,. have not yet feen fo much of the wil-
dom and power of Gob in thefe di‘penfations as
yourfelf, I fhall firft inquire, Why the Lorp
permits fome of his people to [ufter fuch violent
| aflaults
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aflaslts from the powers of darknefs; and then
fuogeft a few advices to tempted fouls,

"T'he temptations of Satan (which, though nat
the molt painful, are in reality the moft dange-
rous) do not direCtly belong to my prefent defign,
I mean thofe, by which he is too fuccefsful in
drawing many profeilors from the path of duty,
in filling them with {piritual pride, or lulling them
Iinto carnal {ecurity, In thele attempts he is often
moft powerful and prevalent when he is Jeaft per-
ceived ; he feldom diftrefles thve whom he can
deceive, Lt is chiefly when thefe endeavours fail,
that he habts againft the peace of the foul. He
hates the Lorp’s people, grudges them all their
privileges and all their comforts; and will do vshat
he can to dilquiet them, becaufe he cannct pre-
vail againft them. And thouch the Lorp fets
fuch bounds to his rage as he cannot pals, and
limits him both as to manner and time, {ie is
often pleafed to fufter him to difcover his malice
to a confiderable degree 5 not to gratify Satan, bug
to humble and prove them ; to thew them what
18 in their hearts, to make them truly feafible of
their immediate and abfolute dependence upon
himfclf, and to quicken them to watchfulnefs and

prayer. ‘Theugh temptations, in their own na-
ture, are grievous and dreadful, yet when by the
grace of Gob they are productive of thefe eftets,
they deferve to be numbered among the < All
things which are appointed to work together for
the cood of thofe who love him.”  The light car-
riage, vain confidence, and woful backflidings of
many profeflors, might perhaps ({peaking after the
manner of men) have been in fome meafuse pre-
vented, had they been more acquaintea with this
I 4 {piritual

;
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fpiritual warfare, and had they drunk of the cup
of temptation, which but few of thofe who walk
humbly and uprightly are exempted from tafting
of, though not all in the fame degree. One gra-
cious end, therefore, that the Lorp has in per-
mitting his people to be tempted, is for :the pre-
vention of greater evils, that they may not grow
proud or carelefs, or be enfnared by the corrupt
cuftoms of the world. In this view, I doubt not,
however burdenfome your trials may at fome fea-
fons prove, you are enabled in your compofed
judgment to rejoice in them, and be thankful for
them. You know what you fuffer now ; but you
know not what might have been the confequence,
if you had never {marted by the fiery darts of the
wicked-one. You might have been taken in a
more fatal fnare, and been numbered with thofe
who, by their grievous declenfions and falls, have
caufed the ways of truth to be evil fpcken of.
Another defign is, for the manifeftation of his
power and wifdom and grace, in fupporting the
foul under fuch preflures as are evidently beyond
its own ftrength to fuftain, A bufh on fre and
not confumed, engaged the attention of Mofes,
This emblem is generally applicable to the ftate’
of a Chriftian in the prefent life, but never more
{o than when he is in the fire of temptation. And
though his heavieft fufferings of this kind are
ufually hidden from the notice of his fellow-crea-
tures, yet there are other eyes always upon him,
““Weare, (fays theApoftle) afpeltacle to the world 3”
not only to men, but to angels alfo, Many things -
probably pafs in the invifible ftate, in which we
have a nearer concernment than we are ordinarily

aware of, 'The beginning of the book of Job
throws
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throws fome light upon this point, and informs us,
(of which we fhould have been otherwife totally
ignorant ) of the true caufe of his uncommon fuf-
ferings, Satan had challenged him, charged him
as 2 hypocrite, and thought he was able to prove
him one, if he could have permiflion to attack
him, The Lorb, for the vindication of Job’s
Integrity, and for the manifeftation of his own
faithfulnefs and power in favour of his fervant,
was pleafed to give Satan leave to try what he
could do. The experiment anfwered many good
purpofes; Job was humbled, yet approved ; his
friends were inftructed ; Satan was confuted and
difappointed ; and the wifdom and mercy of the
Lorp, in his darkeft difpenfations towards his
people, were glorioufly illuftrated. "I'his conteft,
and the event, were recorded for the dircétion and
encouragement of his church to the end of time.
Satan’s malice is not abated ; and though he has
met with millions of difappointments, he fhill, like
Goliath of old, defies the armies of Gon’s lfrael,
he challenges the ftouteft, and ¢ defires to have
them that he may fift them as wheat.” Indeed he
is far an overmatch for them, confidered as in
themfelves: but though they are weak. their Re-
deemer is mighty, and they are for ever fecored
by his love and interceffion, ¢ T'bhe LorD knows
them that are his, and no weapon formed againik
them can profper.”” That this may appear with
the fulleft evidence, Satan is allowed to affault
them. We handle vellels of glafs or china with
caution, and endeavour to preferve them from falls
and blows, becaufe wec know they are ealily broken.
But if a man had the art of making glafs malleable,

and, like iron, capable of bearing the ftroke of a
Fs hamme:
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hammer withoat breaking, it is probable that, in-
ftead of locking it carefully up, he would rather,
jor the commendation of his fkill, permit many to
attempt to break it, when he knew their attempts
would be in vain, Believers are compared to
earthen vellels, liable in themfelves to be deltroy-
ed by a {mall blow ; but they are fo ftrengthened
and tempered by the power and fupply of divine
grace, that the fierceft efforts of their fierceft ene-
mies againft them may be compared to the dafh-
ing of waves acainft a rock, And that this may
be known and noticed, they are expofed to many
trials ; but the united and repeated affaults of the
men of the world, and the powers of darknels,
afford but the more inconteftable demonftration
that the Lorp is with them of a truth, and that
his ftrength is made perfect in their weaknefs,
Surely this thought, my friend, will afford you
confolation ; and you will be content to fufter, if
Gop may be glorified by you and in you.
Farther, by enduring temptation, you, as a liv-
ing member of the body of CHRisT, have the
honour of being conformed to your head. He {uf-
fered, being tempted ; and becaufe he loves you,
he calls you to a participation of his fufferings,
and to tafte of his cup; not the cup of the wrath
of Gop, this he drank alone, and he drank it all,
But in afiliction he allows his people to have fel-
Jowfhip with him; thus they fill up the meaiure
of his fufterings, and can fay, As hc was, fo are
we inthe worid, Marvel not that the world hates
you, neither marvel that Satan rages againft you,
Should not the difciple be as his Lorp ¢ Can the
fervant expecl or defire peace from the avowed ene-
pics of his Mafter! We arg to follow his fteps é
ail
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and can we with, if it were poflible, to walk in
a path {trewed with flowers, when his was {trew-
ed with thorns? Let us be in nothing terrified by
the power of our adverfarics; which 1s to them
an evident token of perdition, but to us of falva
tion, and that of Gobp., To us it is given not
only to believe in CurisT, but alfo to fufier for
his fake. If we would make peace with the
world, the world would let us alone ; 1if we couid
be content to walk in the ways of fin, Satan would
give us no difturbance: but becaufe grace hias re!l-

cued us from his dominion, and the love of JEsus
conftrains us to live to him alone, therefore the

enemy, like a lion robbed of his prey, roars
againft us, He roars, but he cannot devour; he
plots and rages, but he cannot prevail  he difquiets,
but he cannot deftroy. If we {ufier with CHrist,
we fhall alfo retgn with him: in ductime he will

bruife Satan under our feet, make us more than
conquerors, and place us where we fhall hear the

voice of war no more for Bver,

- Again, As by temptations we are conformed.
to the /ife of CHRrisT, fo likewife by the fanéii-
fying power of grace they are made {ubfervient to
advance our conformity to his zmage; particularly
as we thereby acquire a fympathy and fellow-
feeling with our fuffering bretaren.  "This is emi-
nently abranch of the mind thatwasin CurisT. He
knows how to pity and help thofc who are tempt-
ed, becaufe he has been tempted himfelf. He
knows what temptations mean, not only with that
knowledge whereby hie knows all things. but by
experience, He well remembers what he codured
1n the wildernels, and in the garden; and thoush

it is for Ais glory and onr comfort that he fuffered
$CiD-
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temptation without fin, yet for that very reafon,
and becaufe he was perfeétly holy, the temptations
of datan were unfpeakably mere bitter to him than
they can be to us. The great duty and refuge of the
tempted now is, to apply to him ; and they have
the higheft encouragement to do fo, in that they
are aflured he is touched with a feeling of our In-
firmities,  And for the like reafon they find fome
confolation in applying to thofe of their brethren
who have fuffered the fame things, None but
thele can either underftand or pity their complaints.
If the LorD has any children who are not exer-
cifed with fpiritual temptations, I am fure they
are but poorly qualified to ¢ fpeak a word in fea-
fon to them that are weary.” In this fchool you
have acquired the tongue of the learned ; and let
1t not feem a fmall thing to you, if the LoRD has
given you wifdom and ability to comfort his at-
flicted ones : if your prayers, your converfation,
and the knowledge they have of your trials, aftord
them fome relief in a dark hour, this is an honour
and a privilege which I am perfuaded you will think
you have not purchafed too dear, by all that you
have endured.,

Once more: Temptations, by giving us a pain-
ful fenfibility of the weaknefs of our graces, and
the ftrength of our inward corruptions, tend to
mortify the evil principles of felf-dependence and
felf-righteoufnefs, which are fo deeply rooted in -
our fallen nature; to make CHRrisT, in all his
relations, offices, and charaters, more precious to
us ; and to convince us, that without him we can
do nothing, It would be eafy to enlarge upon
thefe and other advantages which the LoRrD en-
ables his people to derive from the things w&ich

| ey
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they fuffer ; fo that they may fay, with Sampfon,
« Out of the eater comes forth meat;”’ and that
what their adverfary defigns for their overthrow,
contributes to their eftablithment. DBut I have al-
ready exceeded my limits. Enough, I hope, has
been faid to prove, that He has wile and gracious
ends in permitting them for a fealon to be tofled
with tempeft, and not comforted. Ere long thefe
defigns will be more fully unfolded to us, and we
{hail be fatisfied that he has done all things well,
In the mean while it is our duty, and will be much
for our comfort, to believe it upon the authority
of his word.,

I thould now proceed to offer fome advices to
thole who are tempted, but I am ready to fay,
To what purpofe ! When the enemy comes in like
a flood; when the very foundations of hope are
attacked ; when fufpicions are raifed in the mind,
not only concerning an intereft in the promifes,
but concerning the truth of the fcripture itfelf;
when a dark cloud blots out not only the fenfe,
but almoft the remembrance of paft comforts ;
when the mind is overwheimed with torrents of
blafphemous, unclean, or monftrous imaginations,
things horrible and unutterable ; when the fiery
darts of Satan have fet the corruptions of the heart
in a flame; at fuch a feafon a perfon is little dif-
pofed or able to liften to advice. 11{hall, however,
mention fome things, by which ordinarily Satan
maintains his advantage againit them in thefe cir-
cumftances, that they may be upon their guard as
much as poffible.

His principal devices are:

1. To hide from them the Lorp’s defigns in

permitting him thus to rage. dome of thehfc I
ave
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have noticed 5 and they thould endeavour to keep:
them upon their minds. It is hard for them, during
the violence of the ftorm, to conceive that any
gaod can poflibly arife from the expertence of fo
much evil. But when the ftorm is over, they find
that the Lorp is {lill mindful of them. Now
though a young foldier may well be ftartled at the
hrft onfet in the field of battle, it feems poflible
that thole who have been often engaged, fhould
at length gain confidence from the recollection of
the many inftances in which they have formerly
found, by the event, that the LoRrD was furely
with them in the like difficulties, and that their
fears were only croundlefs and imaginary, When.
the warfare is hotteft, they have ftill reafon to fay,
*¢ Hope thou in Gob, for I fhall yet praife him.”
2. To make them utter impatient {peeches,
which do but aggravate their diftrefs, 1t 13 faid of
Job, under his firft trials, ¢ In all this he finned:
not with his lips, nor charged Gop foolifhly.”
So long Satan was unable to prevail, Afterwards
he opened his mouth (as Jeremiab did likewife)
and curfed the day of his birth, When he once
began to complain, his caufes of complaint in-
crealed, We cannot prevent dreadful thoughts
from arifing in our hearts ; but we fhould be cau-
tious of giving them vent, by fpeaking unadvifed-
ly. Thisis like letting in wind upon a fmother-
ing fire, which will make it burn more fiercely.,
3. 'To perfuade them that all they feel and trem«
ble at arifes immediately from their own hearts,
Indeed it is a moft awful proof of our depravity,
that we feel fomething within ready to clofe with
the fuggeftipns of “the enemy, in defiance of our

better judgment and defires,  But.it is not fo in
3 all.
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all cafes, It is not always ealy, nor is it teedful,
exaltly to draw the line between the temptations
of Satan and our own corruptions : but fometimes
it is not impoffible to diftinguifh them. When a
child of Gob is prompted to blafpheme the name
that he adores, or to commit fuch evils as even
unfanéified nature would recoil at; the enemy
has done it, and fhall be anfwerable for the whole
guilt, ‘The {oul in this caleis paflive, and fuffers
with extreme reluctance what it more dreads than
the greateft evils which can aftet the body, Nor
do the deepelt wounds of this kind leave a fcar
upon the confcience, when the ftorm is over;
which is a proof that they are not our own act.

4, Lo drive them from the throne of grace,
Prayer, which is at all times neceflary, is elpeci-
ally fo in a time of temptation. But how hard is
it to come boldlv, that we may obtain help in this
time of need ! But, however hard, it muft be at-
tempted. By difcontinuing prayer, we give the
enemy the greatelt encouragement poflible ; for
then he fees that his temptations have the effel&:
which he intends by them, to intercept us from
our frong hold, When our LorD was in an ago-
ny, he prayed the moft carneftly ; the ardour of
his prayer increafed with the diltrefs of his foul,
It would be happy if we could always imitate him
in this. But too often temptations and difficuities,
inftead of roufing our application, difheartens and
enfeebles us; fo that our cries are the fainteft,
when we ftand moft in need of affiltance, But fo
long as prayer is reftrained, our burden is increaf-
ed, Pfalm xxxii. 3, 5. If he cannot make them
omit praying, he will repeatedly endeavour to
weary them by working upon the legality which

cleaves
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tleaves fo clofe to the heart, Satan is a hard tafk-
mafter, when he interferes in the performance of
our fpiritual doties, This he does perhaps more
frequently than we think of; for he can, if it
ferves his purpofe, appear as an angel of light,
When the foul is in a tempeft, and attempts to
pray, he will fuggeft, that prayer on thefe occafions
fhould be protracted to fuch a length, and per-
formed with fuch fteadinefs, as is found to be at
that feafon quite impraticable. Such conftrained
efforts are wearifome; and, from the manner of
the performance, he takes occafion to fix freth
guilt upon the confcience. Short, frequent, and
fervent petitions, which will almoft neceffarily

arife from what is felt when temptation is violent,
are beft {uited to the cale; and we need not add

to the burden, by tafking ourfelves beyond our
power, as if we expelted to be heard for our much
fpeaking, Blefled be Gob that we fight with an
enemy already vanquifhed by our Lorp, and that
we have a fure promife of viftory, The Lorp

(s our banner,

I am your fincere friend,

OMICRON,

LETTER
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LETTER XV,

A PLAN of a Compendious CHRISTIAN
Lisrary.

AN eager defire of reading many books,
though it is often fuppofed to be the effeéts
of a tafte for knowledge, is perhaps a principal
caufe of detaining multitudes in ignorance and
perplexity, When an unexperienced perfon thus
ventures into the uncertain tide of opinions, he
is liable to be hurried hither and thither with the
changing ftream ; to fall in with every new pro-
pofal, and to be continually embarrafled with the
difficulty of diftinguithing between probability
and truth, Or if, at laft, he happily finds a clue
to lead him through the labyrinth wherein fo
many have been loft, he will acknowledge, up-
on a review, that from what he remembers to
bave read (for perhaps the greater part he has
wholly forgotten) he has gained little more than
a difcovery of what miftakes, uncertainty, infigni-
ficance, acrimony, and prefumption, are often
obtruded on the world under the difguife of a
“plaufible title-page.

It 15 far from my intention to depreciate the
value, or deny the ufefulnefs of books, without
exception : a few well-cholen treatifes, carefully
perufed and theroughly digefted, will deferve and
reward our pains; but a multiplicity of reading
1s feldom attended with a good effect, DBefides
the confufion it often brings upon the judgment

and memory, it occafions 2 vaft expence of time,
indif
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indifpoles for clofe thinking; and keeps us poor,
in the midft of feeming plenty, by reducing us
to live upon a foreign fupply, inftead of labour-
ing to improve and increafe the ftock of our own
reflections,

Every branch of knowledge is attended with
this inconvenience ; butit is in no one more {en-
fibly felt, than when the inquiry is direfted to
the fubject of religion, Perhaps no country has
abounded fo much with religious books as our
own; many of them are truly excellent; but a
very great number of tnofe which are ufually
more obvious to be met with, as they ftand re-
commended by great names, and the general tafte
of the public, are more likely to miflead an in-
quirer, than to diret him into the paths of trug
peace and wifdom.

And even in thofe books which are in the
main agreeable to the word of Gobp, thete is of-
ten {o great a mixture of human infirmity, fo
much of the ipirit of controverly and party, fuch
manifeft defecls in fome, and {o many unwar-
rantable additions to the fimple truth of the gof-
pel in others, that unlefs a perfon’s judgment is
already formed, or he has a prudent friend to di-
rect his choice, he will be probably led into error
or prejudice before he 1s aware, by his attach-
ment to a favourite author.

Allowing therefore the advantage of a difcreet
and feafonable ufe of human writings, I would
point out a {till more excellent way for the ac-
quifition of true knowledge. A method, which,
if wholly neglected, the urmoft diligence in the
ufe of every other means will prove ineffectual ;
“but which, if faithfully purfued in an humble
depen-=
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dependence upon the divine blefling, will not
only lead us of itfelf by the ftraiteft path to wif-
dom, but will givea double efficacy to every {ub-
ordinate aflitance,

1f I may be allowed to ufe the term lbook in a
metaphorical fenfe, I may fay, that the Mot
High Gop, in condefcenfion to the weaknefs
of our faculties, the brevity of our lives, and our
many avocations, has comprifed all the knowledge
conducive to our real happinefs in four compre-
henfive volumes,  The firft, which may be con-
fidered as the text, is cheap, portable, and com-
pendious, {o that hardly any perfon in our fa-
voured land, who is apprifed of its worth, need
be without ity and the other three, which are
the beft and fulleft commentaries upon this, are
always at hand for our perufal, and prefling upon

our attention in every place and circumftance of
our lives,

It will be ealily apprehended, that by the Firft
Book or Volume, 1 mean that perfeét and infal=
lible fyftem of truth, Tue BIBL E. The in-
ternal characters of this book arifing from its
comprehenfivenefs, fimplicity, majefty, and au-
thority, fufhciently prove to every enlightened
mind, that it is given by infpiration of Gob.
They who are competent judges of this evidence,
are no more difturbed by the fugpeftions of fome
men reputed wife, that it is of human compofi-
tion, than if they were told that men had invented
the fun, and placed it in the firmament. lts ful-
nefs {peaks its author. No cafe has yet occurred,
or ever will, for which there is not a fufficient
provifion made in this invaluable treafury. Here
we may feek (and we fhall aot feck in vain)

where-
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wherewith to combat and vanquifh every error,
to illuftrate and confirm every {piritual truth,
Here are promifes fuited to every want, diretions
adapted to every doubt that can poffibly arife, Here
Is milk for babes, meat for ftrong men, medi-
cines for the wounded, refrefhment for the wea-
ry. The general hiftory of all nations and ages,
and the particular experience of each private be-
liever from the beginning to the end of time, are
wonderfully comprifed in this fingle volume; fo
that whoever reads and improves it aright, may
difcaver his ftate, his progrefs, his temptations,
his danger, and his duty, as diftin&ly and mi-
nutely marked our, as if the whole had been
written for him alone. In this refpet, as well
la_s i{r_l many others, great is the myftery of god-
inefs. ~

The fimplicity, as well as the fubject-matter
of the Bible, evinces its divine original. "Though

it has depths fufficient to embarrafs and confound
the proudeft eftorts of unfan&tified reafon, it does
not, as to its general import, require an elevated
genius to underftand it, but is equally addrefled
to the level of every capacity. As its contents
are of univerfal concernment, they are propofed
in fuch a manner as to engage and fatisfy the
inquiries of all; and the learned (with refpect
to their own perfonal intereft) have no advantage
above the ignorant. That it 1s 1n fact read by
many who receive no inftruction or benefit from
it, is wholly owing to their inattention or vanity.
This event may rather excite grief than wonder,
"The Bible teaches us to expect it. It forewarns
us, that the natural man cannot receive the things

of Gop, can neither underftand nor approve theni.
e ,
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It points out to us the neceflity of a heavenly
teacher, the Holy Spirit, who has promifed to
guide thole who feek him by prayer into all ne-
ceflary truth, "They who implore his affiftance,
hind the feals opened, the vail taken away, and
the way of falvation made plain before them.
‘The language of the Bible is likewife cloathed
with inimitable majefty and authority. Gob
fpeaks in it, and reveals the glory of his perfec-
tions, his fovereignty, holinefs, juftice, good=
nefs, and grace, in a2 manner worthy of himfelf,
though at the fame time admirably adapted to our
weaknefs. The moft laboured efforts of human
genius are flat and languid, in comparifon of
thofe parts of the Bible which are defigned to give
us due apprehenfions of the Gop with whom we
have to do. Where fhall we find fuch inftances
of the true fublime, the great, the marvellous,
the beautiful, the pathetic, as in the Holy Scrip-
tures? Apgain, the effe&ts which it performs, de-
monftrate it to be the word of Gop, With a
powerful and penetrating energy, it alarms and
pierces the confcience, difcovers the thoughts
and intents of the heart, convinces the moft ob-
ftinate, and makes the moft carelefs tremble.
With equal authority and efficacy, it fpeaks peace
to the troubled mind, heals the wounded {pirit,
and can impart a joy unfpeakable and full of glory
in the midft of the deepeft diftrefs. It teaches,
perfuades, comforts, and reproves, with an au-
thority that can neither be difputed or evaded ;
and often communicates more light, motives, and
influence, by a fingle fentence, to a plain un-
lettered believer, than he could derive from the
voluminous commentaries of the learned, Ina

Word,
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word, it anfwers the charaGter the apoftle gives
it <« It is able to make us wile unto falvatlong
it is completely and alone fufficient to make the
man of Gobp perfect, thoroughly furnithed for
every. good work.,” The doctrines, hiftories,
prophecies, promifes, precepts, exhortations, ex-
amples, and warnings, contained in the Bible,
form a perfet WHoLE, a complete fummary of
the will of Gon concerning us, in which nothing:
is wanting, nothing is {uperfluous.

‘The fecond volume, which deferves our ftudy,
is the Book of Creation, ¢ The heavens dee
clare the glory of Gop, and the firmament fhew-
eth his handy-work ;” nor can we caft our eyes
any-where, without meeting innumerable proofs
of his wif{dom; power, goodnefs, and prefence.
(Gop is revealed in the lealt as well asin the
greateft of his works, 'T'he fun and the glow-
worm, the fabric of the univerfe and each fingle
olade of grafs, are equally the effeéts of divine
power. ‘The lines of this book, though very
beautiful and expreflive in themfelves, are not
immediately legible by fallen man. The works
of creation may be compared to a fair charalter
in cypher, of which the Bible 1s the key; and
without this key they cannot be underftood.
This book was always open to the Heathens;
but they could not read it, nor dilcern the proofs
of His eternal power and godhead which it af-
fords. ¢ "T'hey became vain In their own imagia
nations, and worfhipped the creature more than
the Creator.” 'The cafe is much the fame at this
day with many reputed wife, whole hearts are
not fubjected to the authority of the Bible. The
i’cudy of ‘the works of Gop, independent of his

word,
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word, though dignified with the name of Philos
f0phy, is no better than an elaborate trifling and
wafte of time, It is to be feared none are more
remote from the true knowledge of Gop, than
many of thofe who value themfelves moft upon
their {fuppofed knowledge of his creatures. They
may {peak in general terms of his wifdom ; bug
they live without him i the world; and their
philofophy cannot teach them either to love or
ferve, to fear or truft him. "T'hey who know
) Gop in his word, may find both pleafure and
profit in tracing his wifdom in his works, if their
inquiries are kept within due bounds, and in a
~proper fubfervience to things of greater impor-
tance ; but they are comparatwe]y few who have
lelfure, capacity, or opportunity for thefe in-
juiries, But the book of Creation is defigned
for the inftruftion of all believers. If they are
not qualified to be aftronomers or anatomiits, yet
from a view of the heavens, the work of Gop’s
fingers, the moon and the ftars which he hath
created, they learn to conceive of his condefcen-
fion, power, and faithfulnefs. "Though they are
unacquainted with the theory of light and co-
lours, they can fee in the rainbow a token of
(Gop’s covenant love. Perhaps they have noidea
of the magnitude or diftance of the fun; but it
reminds them of JEsus the {un of righteoulnefs,
the fource of light and life to their [ouls.  The
Lorp has eftablifhed a wonderful ana! ogy be-
tween the natural and the [pirituad world,  Thia
15 a fecret only known to thcm that fear lum, but
they contemplate it with pleajure; and almoit
every object they fee, when they are na right
frame of mind, ecither leads their thoughts to
JESUS
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Jesus, or tends to illuftrate fome feriptural truth
or promife. This is the beft method of ftudy-
ing the book of Nature; and for this purpole it
is always open and plain to thofe who love the
Bible, fo that he who runs may read.

'The book of Providence is the third volume
by which thofe who fear the Lorp are inftrut-
eds  This likewife is inexplicable and unintelli~
gible to the wifeft of men who are not governed
by the word of Gop. But when the principles
of fcripture are admitted and underftood, they
throw a pleafing licht upon the ftudy of Divine
Providence, and at the fame time are confirmed
and illuftrated by it, What we read in the Bible,
of the fovereignty, wifdom, power, omnifcience,
and omniprefence of Gob, of his over-ruling all
events to the accomplithment of his counfels and
the manifeftation of his glory, of the care he
maintains of his church and people, and of his
attention to their prayers, is exemplified by the
hiftory of nations and families, and the daily oc~
currences of private life. The believer receives
hourly and indubitable proofs that the Lorp
reigns, that verily there is a Gop that judges the
earth. Hence arifes a folid confidence; he fees
that his concerns are in fafe hands ; and he needs
not be afraid of evil tidings, his heart is fixed

trufting in the Lorp: while others live at an
uncertainty, expofed to the impreflion of every
new appearance, and, like a fhip ina ftorm with-
out rudder or pilot, abandoned to the power of
the winds and waves. In the hiftory of Jofeph,
and in the book of Efther, and indeed throughs
out the Bible, we have {pecimens of the wifle un-

erring providence of Gop 3 what important con-
{equences



( 121 )

{equences depend, under his management, upon
the {malleft events; and with what certainty
feeming contingencies are dircled to the iflue
which he has appointed. By thefe authentic fpe-
cimens we learn to judge of the whole, and with
{till greater advantage, by the light of the New
Teftament, which fhews us, that the adminif-
tration of all power in heaven and earth is in the
hands of JEsus. The government is upon his
fhoulders. The King of faints is King of na-
tions, King of kings and Lord of Lords; not a
fparrow falls to the ground, nor a hair from our
heads, without his cognizance. And though
his ways arc higher than our ways, and his
thoughts than our thoughts, though his agency
15 vailed from the eye of {enfe by the interven-
tion of fecond caufes, yet faith perceives, ac-
knowleges, admires, and trufts his management,
‘This ftudy, like the former, does not require fus
perior natural abilities, but 1s obvious to the
weakeft and meaneft of his people, fo far as therr
own duty and peace are concerncd.

The fourth volume is the book of the Heart,
or of human nature, comprehending the experi-
ence of what pafles within our own breafts, and
the obfervations we make upon the principles and
condudt of others, compared with what we read
in the word of Gon, The heart of man is deep;
but all its principles and workings, 1n every pof-
{ible fituation, and the various manners in which
it is affeCted by {in, by Satan, by worldly ob-
jelts and by grace, in f{olitude anl in company,
in profperity and in affii¢tion, are difclofed "ang
unfolded in the Scripture. Many who are proud

of their knowledge of what they might be fately
G ignorant
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ignorant of, are utter ftrangers to themfelves.
Having no acquaintance with the feripture, they
have neither fkill or inclination to look into their
own hearts, nor any certain criterion whereby
to judge of the conduct of human life. But the
Bible teaches us to read this myfterious book
alfo ; fhews us the fource, nature, and tenden-
cy, of our hopes, fears, defires, purfuits, and
and perplexities ; the reafons why we cannot be
happy in ourfeives, and the vanity and infuffici-
ency of every thing around us to help us, The
reft and happinels propofed in the Gofpel, is like-
wife found to be exallly {uitable to the defires
and neceffities of the awakened heart: and the
conduct of thofe who rejet this falvation, as
well as the gracious effects produced in thofe who
receive it, prove to a demonftration, that the
word of Gop isindeed a difcerner of the thoughts
an® intents of the heart,

My limits will admit but of a few hints upon
thele extenfive fubjects, I fhall only obferve,
that whoever 1s well read in thele four books, is
a wife perfon, how little foever he may know of
what the men of the world call fcience., On the
other hand, though a man f{hould be mafter of
the whole circle of claffical, polite, and philofo-
phical knowledge, if he has no talte for the Bible,
and has no ability to apply it to the works of
creation and providence and his own experience,
he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. [
have pointed out a treafure of more worth than
all the volumes in the Vatican.

] am, Sir,
Yours,
OMICRON.
LETTER
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LETTER XVL

On the Inerricacy of our Knowwenagz,

DraAr SIR,

O be enabled to form a ciear, confiftent,

and compreheniive judgment of the truths
revealed in the fcripture, is a great privilege;
but they who poflefs it are expofed to the temp-
tation of thinking too highly of themfelves, and
too meanly of others, efpecially of thofe who not
only refufe to adopt their fentiments, but ven-
ture to oppofe them. We fee few controverfial
writings, however excellent in other refpedts,
but are tinctured with this fpirit of felf-fuperiq-
rity ; and they who are rot called to this fervice,
if they are attentive to what pafles in their hearts,
may feel 1t working within them, upon a thou-
fand occafions; though, fo far as it prevails, it
brings forcibly home to ourfilves the charge of
ignorance and inconfiftence, which we are fo
rcady to fix upon our opponents, I know no-
thing as a mcans more likely to correét this evil,
than a ferious confideration of the amazing difte-
rence between our acquired judpment, and our
aCtual cxperience, or, in other words, how little
influence our knowledge and judgment have upon
our own condut. This may confirm to us the
truth and propricty of the Apoftle’s obfervation,
““ If any man think that he knoweth any thing,
he knoweth nothing yet as hg ought to know.”
Not that we are bound to be infenfible that the
Lorp has taught us what we were once igno-
G2 rent
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rant of, nor is it poffible that we fhould be fo;
but becaule if we eftimate our knowledge by its
eitects, and value it no farther than it is experi-
mental and operative (which is the proper ftand-
ard whereby to try it) we fhall find it fo faint and
feeble, as hardly to deferve the name,

How firmly, for inftance, are we perfuaded in
our judgments that Gop is omniprefent ! Great
as the difliculties may be which attend our con-
ceptions of this point, the truth itfelf is contro-
verted by few. It is generally acknowledged by
unawakened perfons, and 1 may add too fre-
quently known cven by believers, as if they knew
it not, If the eyes of the LoRrp are in every
place, how ftrong a guard fhould this thought
be upon the conduct of thofe who profefs to fear
him! We know how we are often affeted when
in the prefence of a fellow-worm ; 1f heis one on
whom we depend, cer who is confiderably our
fuperior in life, how careful are we to compofe
our behaviour, and to avoid whatever might be
-deemed improper or offenfive! Is it not ftrange
that thofe who have taken their ideas of the di~
vine majelty, holinefs, and purity, from the
fcriptures, and are not wholly infenfible of their
“nexpreflible obligations to regulate all they fay
or do by his precepts, fhould upon many occa-
fions be betrayed into improprieties of behaviour,
from which the prefence of a nobleman or prince
wvould have etiectually reftratned them, yea, fome-
umes perhaps even the prefence of a child ? Even
in the exercife of prayer, by which we profefs
to draw near the Lorp, the confideration that
bis eye is upon us has little power to engage our
altention, or prevent our thoughts from wan-

2 dering,
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dering, like the fool’s eyes, to the ends of the
earth, What {hould we think of a perfon, who,
being admitted into the king’s prefence upon ba-
fincls of the greateft” importance, fhould break
off in the mid{t of his addrefs to purfue a but-
terfly ¢ Could fuch an inftance of weaknefs be
met with, it wouid be buta faint emblem of the
inconfiftencies which they who are acquainted
with their own hearts can often charge them-
felves with in prayer. ‘T'hey are not wholly ig-
norant in what a frame of {pirit it becomes a
needy dependent finner to approach that Gop
before whom the angels are repre: fented as vail-
ing their faces; yet, in defiance of their better
judgment, their attentton 1s diverted from hun
with whom they have to do, to the mue{’r trifles ;
they are not able to realize that prefence with
which they belicve themielves to be {urrounded,
but fpeak as if they were {peaking uito the air,
Farther, if our fenfe that Gop 15 alwavs prefent
was in any good meafure anfwerable to the con-
viction of our judgment, would it not be-an ef-
feQlual prefervative from the many importunate
though groundle(s fears with which we are har-
rafled. He fays, ¢ Fear not, l am with thee ;” he
promifes to be a fhield and a guard to thole who
put their truft in him; yet, though we profefs
to believe his word, and to hope that he is our
protector, we feldom think ourfelve: {afe even in
the path of duty, a moment longer than danger
1s kept out of our view., Little realon bave we
to value ourfelves upon our knowledge of this in-
difputable truth, when it has no more effeftive
and habitual mﬂuence upon our copduct,

G 3 The
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The do&rine of Gob’s Sovereignty likewife,

though not fo generzlly owned as the former, i3
no lefs fully affented to by thofe who are called
Calvinifts, We zcaloufly contend for this point,
i our debates with the Armintans; and are rea-
dy to wonder that any fhould be hardy enough
to- difpute the Creator’s right to do what he will
with his own, While we are only engaged in
defence of the Ele&ion of gracc, and have a
comfortible hope that we are ourfelves of that
number, we feem {o convinced by the arguments
tie {cripture affords us in fupport of this truth,
that we can hardly foibear charging our adver-
fartes with perverfe obftinacy and pride for op-
poling it.  Undoubtedly the ground of this op-
pofition lies in the pride of the human heart; but
this evil principle is not conhned to any party ;
and occafions frequently arife, when they who
contend for the divine fovereignty are little more
pradtically influenced by it than their opponents,
This humiliating dotrine concludes as ftrongly
for fubmiffion to the will of Gobp, under every
circumftance of 1 fe, as it does for our acquiefcing

in his purpofe to hive mercy on whom he will
have mercy. But alas! how often do we find
ourfelves utterly unable to apply ity {0 as to re-
concile our fpiritseto thofe affl:Ctions which he is
pleafed to allot us. So far as we are enabled to
fay, when we are exercifed with poverty or heavy
lofles or crofles, ¢ | was dumb and opened not
my mouth, becaufe thou didft it,” fo far and no
farther are we truly convinced that Gop bas a
fovereign right to difpofe of us and all eur con-
cernments as he pleafes. How often and how
jultly, at fuch fealons, might the argument we

offer
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ofter to others, as {ufficient to filence all their
objections, be rctorted upon ourlelves, ¢ Nay,
but who art thou, U man, who repheft againft
Gop ! Shall the thing formed {4y unto him that
formed it, Why haft thou made me thus ?” A
plain proof that our knowledge is more notional
than experimental.  What an inconfiftence, that
while we think Gop 15 juft and righteous in
withholding from others the things which per-
tain to their everlafting peace, we fhould find it
fo hard to fubmit to his difpenfations to ourfelves
in matters of un{peakably lefs importance !

But the Lorp’s appointments to thofe who
fear him, are pot only fovereign, but wife and
.gracious. He has connelted their good with his
own glory, and is engaged by promife to make
all things work together for their advantage. He
chufes for his pe’églg better than they could
chufe for themf{elves: if they are in heavinefs,
_there is a need-be for it, 2nd he withbolds no-
‘thipg from them but what upon the whole it is
better they thouid be without.  Thus the ferip-
tures teach, and thus we profels to believe. ur-
nifhed with thele principles, we are at nolofs to
fuggelt motives of patience and conlolation to
our brethren that are afllilted ; we can aflure
them, without heftation, that if they are inter-
efted in the promifes, their concerns are in fate
hands ; that the thines which at prefent are not
joyous but grievous, (hall in due feafon yield the
peaceful fruits of righteoufnefs, and that their
trials are as certainly mercies as their comforts,
We can prove to them from the hiftory of Jo-
{eph, David, Job, and other inftances recorded
in {cripture, that, notwithitanding any prefent

G 4, dark.
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dark appearances, it fhall certainly be well with
the righteous; that Gop can and will make
crooked things ftraight; and that he often produces
the greateft good from thofe events which we are
apt to look upon as evil. From hence we can
infer not only the finfulnefs, but the folly of find-
ing fault with any of his difpenfations, We can
tell them, that at the worft the {ufferings of the
prefent life are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that fhall be revealed ; and that there-
fore, under the greateft preflures, they fhould
{o weep as thofe who expeét in a little time to
have all their tears wiped away, But when the
cafe ts ovr own, when we are troubled on every
fide, or touched in the tendereft part, how dif-
hcult is it to feel the force of thefe reafonings,
though we know they are true to a demonftra-
tion?! Then unlefs we are endued with frefh
{trength from on high, we are as liable to coma
plain and defpond, 2sif we thought our afflifli-
ons fprung out of the grqund, and the LorD
had forgotten to be gracious.

1 might proceed to thew the difterence between
our judgment when moft enlightened, and our
actual experience, with refpect to every fpiritual
truth, We know there is no proportion between
time and eternity, between Gop and the crea-
ture, the favour of the Lorp and the favour or
~the frowns of men ; and yet often, when thefe
things are brought into clofe competition, we
are forely put to it to keep ftedfaft in the path of
duty 3 nay, without new fupplies of grace, we
fhould certainly fail in the time of trial, and our
knowledge would have no other effedt than to

- render our guilt more inexcufable, We feem to
be
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be as fure that we are weak, finful, fallible crea-
tures, as we are that we exift, and yet we arc
prone to act as if we were wifeand good, In a
word, we cannot deny that a great part of our
knowledge is as I have defcribed it, like the light
-of the moon, deflitute of heat and influence, and
yet we can hardly help thinking of ourfelves too
highly upon the account of it.

May we not fay with the Plalmift, « Loro,
what is man!” yea, what an mnigma, what 2
poor inconfiftent creature is a believer ! In one

-tew, how great is his charalter and privilege?
He knows the Lorp; he knows himfelf. His
underftanding is enlightened to apprehend and
contemplate the great myfleries of the gofpei.
He has juft 1deas of the evil of fin, the vanity of
the world, the beauties of holinels, and the na-
ture of true happinefs, He was once ¢ darknefs,
but now he 1s light in the LorDn.” He has ac-
cefs to Gop by Jesus CHrIsT; to whom he 13
united, and in whom he lives by faith, Whilc
the principies he has received are enlivened bv
the agency of the Holy &pint, he can do all
things. He s humble, gentle, patient, watch-
ful, faithful.  He rejoices in affli€tions, triomphs
over temptation, lives upon the foretaite of eter-
nal glory ; and counts not his life dear, fo he
may glorify (GGop his Saviour, and fim’h his
courfe with joy. But his ftrength 1s not his own ;
he is abfolutely dependent, and is ftill encom-

pafled with infirmitics, and burdened with a de-
praved nature. If the LOR p withdrawshis power,
- he becomes weak as another man, and drops a3
a {tone {inks to the earth by its own weight. FHis

inherent knowledge may be.compared to the
- windows
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wincows of a houfe, which can tranfmit the
light, but cannot retain it. Withgut renewed
an] continual communications from the Spirit of
grace, he 1s unable to withftand the {malleft
temptation, to endure the flighteft trial, to per-
form the leaft {ervice in a due manner, or even
to think a good thought, He knows this, and
yet he too often forgets it. But the LorRD re-
minds him of it frequently, by fufpending that
afliftance without which he can do nothing. Then
he feels what he i, and is esfily prevailed upon
to act in contradiction to his better judgment.
Thus repeated experience of his own weaknefs
teaches him by degrees where his firength lies;
that 1t is not in any thing that he has already at-
tained or can call his own, but in the grace,
power, and faithfulnefs of his Saviour. He
learns to ceafe from his own underftanding, to
be athamed of his beft endeavours, to abhor him-
felf in duft and afhes, and to glory only in the
Lorp.

I'rom hence we may obferve, that believers
who have moft knowledge, are not therefore ne-
cefla:ily the moft fpiritval. Some may and do

walk more honourably and more comfortably
with two talents, than others with five. He
who experimentally knows his own weaknefs,
and depends himply upon the Lorp, will furely
thrive, though his acquired attainments and abi-
lities may be but fmall. And he who has the
greatell gifts, the cleareft judgment, and the moft
extenfive knowledge, if he indulges high thoughts
ot his advantages, is in imminent danger of mif-
taking and fulling at every ftep. For the Lorp
will fulter none whom he loves to boaft in them-

felves,
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felves; . He will guide the meeck with his eye,
and: fill the hungry with good things; but-the
rich he fendeth empty away. It is an invariable
maxim in. his kingdom, that wholoever exalteth
hwmfelf fhall be abafed, but he that humbleth

himfelf fhall be-exalted.

[.am fincerely yours,

OMICRON.

L ETTER XV

On 2a BELIieVvER'Ss FRAMES..

Dear Sir,

/ OU afk me, in your letter, What (hould:
- one do when one hnds one’s-felf always fill;
quiet, and {tupid, except in the pulpit; is made
ufeful there, but cannot get either comfort or
forrow out of it, or but very rarely? You de-
feribe a cafe which my own experience has made-
very familiar to me: | fhall take the occefion to
offer you a few mifcellaneous thoughts upon the
fubject of a belicver’s frames; and 1 fend them.
to you not by the polt but from the prefs, becaufe .
I apprehend the exercife you {peak of is not pecu-
liar to you or to me, but is 11 a greater or lefs
degree the burden of ail who are fpiritually-
minded, and duly attentive to what peles 1n
their own hearts, whether they are in thé 'miﬁé-f

ftry or not,
As
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“As’ you intimate that you are in the main fa-
voured with liberty and ufefulnels in the pulpit,,
give me leave to afk you, What you would do if
“you did not find yourfelf occafionally poor, in-
fufficient, and, as you exprefs it, ftupid at other
times? Are you aware of what might be the pof-
fible, the probable, the almoft certain confe-
quences, if you always found your fpirit enlarged,
and your frames lively and comfortable? Would
you not be in great danger of being puffed up
with fpiritual pride ? Would you not be lefs fen-
fible of your abfolute dependence upon the powes
of CHRIST, and of your continual need of his
blood, pardon, and interceffion?! Would you
not be quite at a lofs to {peak {fuitably and feel-
ingly to the cafe of many gracious fouls whoare
groaning under thofe effeéts of a depravea na-
ture, from which, upon that fuppofition, you
would be exempted ! How could you {peak pro-
perly upon the deceitfulnefls of the heart, if you
did not feel the deceitfulnefls of your own, or
adapt yourfelf to the changing experiences through
which your hearers pafs, if you yourfelf were
always alike, or nearly fo? Or how could you
{peak pertineritly of the inward warfare, the cone

trary principles of flefb and fpirit fighting one:
“againft another, if your own fpiritual defires were
always vigorous and fuccefsful, and met with
little oppofttion or controul 2

The apoftle Paul, though favoured with afin-
gular eminency in grace, felt at times that he
had no fufficiency.in himfelf fo much as to think.
a, good thought; and he faw there was a danger
of his being exalted above meafure, if the LorD
had rot wilely and gracioufly tempered his. dil-
penfations
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penfations to prevent it. By ¢ being exalted
above meafure,” perhaps there may be a reference
not only to his {pirit, left he {hould think more
highly of himfelf than he ought, but likewile
to his preaching, left not having the {ame caufes
of complaint and humiliation in common with
others, he fhould fhoot over the heads of his
hearers, confine himfelf chiedly to fpeak of fuch
comforts and privileges as he himfelf enjoyed,
and have little to fay for the refrefhment of thofe
who were difcouraged and caft down by a con-
tinual confli¢t with in-dwelling fin,  The angel
who appeared to Cornelius did not preach the
gofpel to him, but direted him to fend for Pe-
ter ; for though the glory and grace of the Sa-
viour feems a fitter {ubjet for an angel’s powers
than for the poor ftammering tongues of finful
men, yet an angel could not preach experimen-
tally, nor defcribe the warfare between grace
and fin from his own feelings, And if we could
{fuppofe a minifter as full of comforts and as free
from failings as an angel, though he would be a
good and happy man, I cannot concelve that he
would be a good or ufeful preacher; for he would
not know how to fympathize with the weak and
afflited of the flock, or to comfort them under
their difficulties with the confolations wherewith
he himfelf in fimilar circumf{tances had been com-
forted of Gop. It belongs to your calling of
Gop as a minifter, that you fhould have a tafte
of the various fpiritual trials which are incident
to the LorD’s people, that thereby you may pol-
fefs the tongue of the learned, and know how
to {peak a word in feafon to them that are weary

and 1t is likewife needful to keep you perpetually
attentive
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attentrve fo that important admonition, ¢ With
out me ye can do nothing.”’

'Thus much confidering you as a minifter. But.
we may exXtend the {ubject {o as to make it ap-
plieable to believers in general. I would obferve
therefore, That it is a fign of a f{ad declenfion,
if one, who has tafted that the Lor b is gracious,
fhould be capable of being fully fatisfied with
any thing fhort of the light of his countenance,
which is better than life. A refting in notions
of gofpel truth, or in the recolleciion of paft
comforts, without a continual thirft for frefh
communications from the fountain of life, 1s, I
am afraid, the canker which eats away the beau-
ty and fruitfulnefs of many profeffors in the pre-
fent day ; and which, if it does not prove them.
to be ablolutely dead, is at lealt a {ufficient evi-
dence that they are lamentably fick. But if we.
are confcious of the defire, if we feek 1t carefully
m the ufe of all appointed means, if we willingly-
allow ourfelves in nothing which has a known.
tendency to grieve the Spirit of Gob, and to
damp our fenfe of divine things; then if the
Lorp is pleafed to keep us fhort of thofe com-
forts which he has taught us to prize, and, in-
ftead of lively fenfations of joy and praife, we-
feel a languor and deadnefs of fpirit, provided.
we do indeed feel it and are humbled for it, we-
have no need to give way to defpondency or ex-.
ceflive forrow; {till the foundation of our hope,

and the ground of our abiding joys is the fame ;.
and the heart may be as really alive to Gep, and

grace as truly in exercile, when we. walk in.
comparative darknefs and fee little light, as when

the frame of our fpirits is more comfortable.
Neither



135 )

Neither the reality nor the meafure of grace can
be properly eftimated by the degree of our feri-
fible comf rts.  The great queftion is, How we
~are practically influenced by the word of Gop,
as the ground of our hope, and as the governing
rule of our tempers and converfation ! The ape=
ftle exhorts believers to rejoice in the Lorp al-
ways. He well knew that they were expofed to
trials and temptations, and to much trouble from
an evil heart of unbelief; and he prevents the
objeCtions we might be ready to make, by add-
ing, And again I fay, rejoice. As if he had faid,
1 fpeak upon mature confideration ; I call upon
you to rejoice, not at fome times only, but at all
times. Not only when upon the mount, but
when in the valley ; not only when you conquer,
but while you are fighting; not only when the
Lorp fhines upon you, but when he feems to
hide his face.  When he enables vou to do all
things, you are no better in yourfelves than you
were before; and when you feel you can do no-
thing, you are no worfe. Your expericnces will
vary, but his love and promifes are always un-
changeable, Though our defires of comforr,
and what we call lively frames, cannot be too
importunate while they are regulated by a due
fubmiflton to his will; yet they may be inordi-
nate for want of fuch fubmiffion, Sinful princi-
ples may and too often do mix with and defile our
beft defires. I have often deteCted the two vile
abomtnations Self- will and Self-righteou{nefs in-
Linuating themfelves into this concern, like Sa-
tan, who works by them; they can occafionally
aflume the appearance of an angel of light, I
have felt an impatience in my fpirit, utterly un-

fuitabie
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fuitable to my ftate as a finner and 2 beggar, and
to my profeflion of yielding myfelf and all my
“concerns to the Lorp’s difpofal. He has mer-
cifully convinced me that I labour under a com-
plication of diforders, fummed up in the word /i ;
he has gracioufly revealed himfclf to me as the
infallible phyfician ; and has enabled me, as {uch,
to commit myfelf to him, and to expect my cure
from his hand alone. Yet how often, inftead of
thankfully accepting his prefcriptions, have I
foolifhly and prefumptuouily ventured to prefcribe
to him, and to point out how I would have him
deal with me! How -often have I thought fome-
thing was neceflary which he faw beft to deny,
and that I could have done better without thole
difpenfations which his wildom appointed to work
for my good ! He is Gop and not man, or elfe
he would have been weary of me, and left me to
my own management long ago. - How incon-
fitent ! to acknowledge that I am blind, to in

treat him to lead me, and yet to want to choofe -
my own way, in the fame breath ! | have li-
mited the Holy One of Ifrael, and not confidered
that he magnifies his wifdom and grace in work-
ing by contraries, and bringing good out of
feeming evil. It has coft me {omething to bring

me to confefs that he is wiler than I; but I truft,
through his blefling, I have not fuffered wholly
in vain. My fenfible comforts have not been
great ; the proofs I have had of the evil of my finful
nature, my incapacity and aver{ion to gaod, have -
been neither few nor fmall ; but by thefe unpro-
premifing means I hope he has made his grace
and falvation precious to my foul, and in fome

meafure ;
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meafure weaned me from leaning to my own uny

derftanding. .
Again, Self-righteoufnefls has had a confider-

able hand in dictating many-of my defires for an
increafe of comfort and fpiritual ftrength, 1 have
wanted fome ftock of my own. 1 have been
wearied of being {o perpetually beholding to him,
and neceflitated to come to him always in the
{ame f{train, asa poor miferable finner. I could
have liked to have done fomething for myfelf in
common, and to have depended upon him chiefly
upon extraordinary occafions, I have found in-
deed that [ could do nothing without his affift-
ance, nor any thing even with 1t but what I have
reafon to be athamed of, If this had only hum-
bled me, and led me to rejoice in his all-fuffici-
ency, it'would have been well,. But it has often
had a difterent eftect, to make mefullen, angry,
and difcontented, as if it was not beft and moft
defirable that he fhould have all the glory of his
own work, and [ fhould have nothing to boaft
of, but that in the Lorp I have righteoufnefs
and firength. I am now learning to glory only
‘in my infirmities, that the power of CHRiIsT
may reft upon me ; to be content to be nothing ;

that he may be All in All, But I find this a

hard leflon 3 and when I feem to have made fome
proficiency, a flight turn in my fpirit throws me
back, and I have to begin all again.

. There is an infeparable conneclion between
caufes and effects. There can be no effe&t with-
out a caufe, no altive caufe without a propor-
tionable effet. Now indwelling {in is an altive
caufe ; and therefore while it remains in our na-

ture, it will produce eftelts according to its
ftrength,
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flrength, Why then fhiould 1 be furprifed that

if the LorD fufpends his influence for a moment,
in that moment f{in will difcover itfelf? Why
fhould I wonder that I can feel no lively exercile
of grace, no power to raife my hcart to Gob,
any farther than he is pleafed to work in me
mightily, any more than wonder that 1 do not
find fite in the bottom of a well, or thut it fhould
not be day when the fun 1s withdrawn from the
earth? Humbled I ought to be, to find T am fo
totally depraved; but not difcouraged, fince
‘JEsusisappointed tome of Gop, wifdom, righte-
oufnelsy (an&ificaticn, and redemption ; and fince
T'find that, in the midft of all this darknefs and
deadnefls, he keeps elive the principle of grace
which he has implanted in my heart.

As to Mr-Rutherford’s expreffion which you
mention, that ¢ there is no temptation like be-
ing without temptation ;” 1 allow it in a qualified
fenfe, that 15, ltis better of the two to fuffer
from Satan’s fiery darts, than to be lulled aileep,
and drawn into a carelefls feeurity, by his more
fubtil, though lefs perceptible deviees; fo as to
grow indifterent to the means of grace, and fink
into a worldly fpirit, or, hke the church of Lao-
dicea, to imagine ourfelves rich and increaled in
goods, and that we have need of nothing, But

}-am perfuaded this is not your cafe; the dead-
nefs you complain of, and which 1s a burden you
‘groan under, is a very different thing. And I
advife you to be cautious how you indulge a de-
fire to be exercifed with Satan’s temptations, as
fuppofing they would be conducive to make you
‘more fpirttual, or would of courfe open vou a
way to greater confolations, If you have fuch a

defire,
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defire, T may fay to you in our Lorp’s words,
¢ You know not what you afk.” He whoknows
our weaknefs, and the power of our zdverfary,
hzs pracioufly directed us to pray, That we enter
not into temptation,  have you confidered what
the enemy can do, if he 1s permitted to come in
Jike a flood ? In one hour he could raife fuch a
ftorm as would put you to your wits end. He
could bring fuch a dark ¢loud over your mind, as
would blot out all remembrance of your paft
comforts, or at leaft prevent you from deriving
the leaft fupport from them: be could nat only
fizht againft your peace, but fhake the very foun-
dations of ycur hope, and bring you to queftion
not only your intereft in the promifes, but even
to doubt of the moft important and fundamental
truths upon which your hopes have been built,
Be thankful, therefore, if the Lorp reftrains his
malice. A young failor is often impatient of a
{hort calms ; but the experienced mariner, who
has been often tofled with tempefts, and upon
the point of perifhing, will feldom with for a
ftorm. In a word, let us patiently wait upon
the Lorp, and be content to follow as he lcads,
and he will furely do us good.

I am {incerely yours,

OMICROQN.

LETTER
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L'ETTER XVIIL

THOUGHTs on the ExErcIisE of Sociat
PRAYER,

5 IR,

I Account it a great mercy, that at this time,
when iniquity fo generally abounds, there is
a number, [ hope a growing number, whofe
eyes aftect their hearts, and who are ftirred up
to unite in prayer for the {pread of gofpel know-
ledge, and a blefling upon our finful Pand, Meet-
ings for focial prayer are frequent in different
parts of the kingdom, and amongft various de-
nominations of chriftians. As the Lorp has
promifed that when he prepares the heart to pray,
he will gracioufly incline his ear to hear, who
can tell but he may yet be intreated for us, and
avert the heavy and juflly deferved judgments
which {feem to hang over us?

It is much to be defired that our hearts might
be fo affected with a fenfe of divine things, and
{o clofely enzaged when we are worthipping Gob,
that it might not be in the power of little cir-
cumitances to interrupt and perplex us, and to

make us think the fervice wearifome, and the
time which we employ in it tedious. But as
our infirmities are many and great, and the ene-
my of our fouls is watchful to difcompofe us, if
care is not taken by thofe who lead in focial
prayer, the exercife which 1s approved by the
judgment, may become a burden, and an occa-

fion of fin, Complaints of this kind are fre-
quent,
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quent, and might perhaps be eafily rectified, if
the perfons chiefly concerned were {poken to in
love. But as they are ufually the laft who hear
of it, it may perhaps be of fervice to commu-
nicate a few remarks on a fubjeét of {uch general
concern.

The chief fault of fome good prayers is, that
they are too long., Not that I think we fhouid
pray by the clock, and limit ourfelves precifely
to a certain number of minutes. But it is bet-
ter of the two, that the hearers fhould wifh the
prayer had been longer, than fpend half or a
confiderable part of the time in wifhing it was
over. ‘This is frequently owing to an unnecef-
fary enlargement upon every circumftance that
offers, as well as to the repetition of the fame
things. If we have been copious in pleading for
{piritual bleflings, it may be beft to be brief and
fummary in the article of interceffion for others;
or if the frame of our fpirits, or the circum-
ftances of affairs, lead us to be more large and
particular in laying the cafes of others before the
Lorp, refpeét fhould be had to this intention
in the former part of the prayer. 'l'here are
doubtlefs feafons when the Lorp 1s pleafed to
favour thofe who pray with a peculiar liberty;
they fpeak becaufe they fecl; they have a wrefts

ling {pirit, and hardly know how to leave off.
When this is the cafe, they who join with them
are feldom wearied, though the prayer fhould be
protrafted fomething beyond the ufual limits.
But 1 believe it fometimes happens both in pray-
ing and in preaching, that we art apt to {pin out
our time to the greateft length, when we have in

reality the leaft wo fay, Long prayers fhould in
general
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%entfal be avoided, efpecially =here feveral per-
ons ate to pray fucceffively, or elfe, even fpi-
titval hearers, will be unable to keep up theit
attention.  And here I would juft notice an im-
propriety we fometimes meet with, that when a
perfon gives expectation that he is juft going to
tonchude his prayer, fomething not thought of in
fts proper place occarring that inftantto bts mind,
Yeatls him as 1t were to %Jeg'in again, But unlefs
it is 2' matter of fingular importance, it would
be better omitted for that time,

The prayers of fome good men are more like
preaching ‘than praying. They rather exprefs
the Lorp’s mind to the people, than the defires
of the people to the Lorp, Indeed this can
hatdly be called prayer. It might in another
ptace ftand for part of a good fermon, but will
afford little help to thofe who defive to pray with
their hearts. Prayer thoald be fententious, and
made up of breathings to the Lorp, either of
confeffion, petition, or praife. It thould be not
only feriptural and evangelical, but experimen-
tal, a {imple and unftudicd exprefion of the
wants and feelings of the foal, It will be fo if
the heart is lively and affeted in the duty; it
muft be fo, if the edification of athers is the point
in view,

Several books have been written to affift in
the gift and exercife of prayer, as by Dr Watts
and others; and many ufeful hints may be bor-
rowed from them. But a too clofe attention to
the method and tranfitions therein recommend-
ed, gives an air of {tudy and formality, and of-
fends againft that fimplicity which is fo eflenti-
ally neceflary to a good prayer, that no degree

3 of



( 143 )

of acquired abilities can compenfate for the want
of it, ltis poflible to learn to pray mechania
cally and by rule, but it is hardly poflible to do
fo with acceptance and benefit to others. When
the feveral parts of invocation, adoration, con-
feflion, petition, &c. follow each other in a ftated
order, the hearer’s mind generally gots before
the fpeaker’s voice, and we can form a tolerable
conjecture what is to come next. On this ac-
eount we often find that unlettered people, wha
have had little or no help from books, or rather
have not been fettered by them, can pray with
an unction and favour in an unpremeditated way,
while the prayers of perfons of much fuperior
abilities, perhaps even of minifters themfclves,
are, though accurate and regular, fo dry and
ftarched, that they aftord little either of pleafure
or profit to a fpiritual mind. The {pirit of prayer
is the fruit and token of the {pirit of adoption.
The ftudied addrefles with which fome approach
the throne of grace, remind us of a ftranger’s
coming to a great man’s door ; he knccks and
waits, fends in his name, and goes through a
courfe of cercmony before he gains admittance s
while a child of the family ufes no ceremony at
all, but enters freely when he pleafes, becaulc
he knows he is at home. It it true, we ought
always to draw near the LerD with great hu-

miliation of fpirit, and a {enfe of our unworthi-
nefs, But this fpiritis not always belt expreiled
or promoted by a pompous enumetation of the
names and titles of the Gobp with whom we
have to do, or by fixing in our minds before-
band the exat order in which we propofe to

arrange the feveral parts of our prayer, DSome
attcn -
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attention to method may be proper, - for the pre-
vention of repetitions; and plain people may be
a little defeCtive in it fometimes, but this defett
will not be half {o tirefome and difagreeable as

a ftudied and artificial exactnefs.

Many, perhaps moft people who pray in pub-
lic, have fome favourite word or expreflion which
tecurs too often in their prayers, and is fre-
quently ufed as a mere expletive, having no ne-
ceflary connection with the fenfe of what they
are fpeaking. T'he moft difagreeable of thefe
15, when the name of the blefled Gop, with the
addition of perhaps one or more epithets, as
great, glorious, holy, almighty, &c. is intro-
duced fo often, and without neceffity, as {feems
neither to indicate a due reverence in the perfon
who ufes it, or fuited to excite reverence in
thofe who hear. 1 will not fay that this is tak-
ing the name of Gob in vain, in the ufual fenfe
of the phrafe ; it is howevet a great impropriety,
and fhould be guarded againft, It would be
well if they who ufe redundant expreflions, had
a friend to give them a caution, as they might
with a little care be retrenched; and hardly any
perfon can be fenfible of the little peculiarities
he may inadvertently adopt, unlefs he is told of
It.

‘There are {everal things likewife refpelting
the voice and manner of prayer, which a perfon

may with due care correct in himfelfy and which,
if generally corrected, would make meetings for
prayer more pleafant than they fometimes are.
Thefe I fhall mention by pairs, as the happy
and agreeable way is a medium between two in-

convenlent extremes, J

Very
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Very loud fpeaking is a fault, when the fize
of the place and the number of hearers do not ren-
der it neceffary. The end of {peaking is to be
heard : And when that end is attained, a greater
elevation of the voice is frequently hurtiul to the
{peaker, and is more likely to'confule a hearer,
than to fix his attention, 1 do not deny but al-
lowance muft be made for conftitution and the
warmth of the paffions, which difpole fome per-
fons to fpeak louder than others, Yet fuch will
do well to reftrain themfelves as much as they
can, It may feem indeed to indicate great ear-
neftncfs, and that the heart 15 much affeQed, yet
it is often but falfe fire, 1t may be thought {peak-
ing with power, but a perfon who 15 favoured
with the Lorp’s prefence may pray with power
10 a moderate voice, and there may be very lite
power of the Spirit, though the voice fhould be
heard in the ftreet and ncighbourhood.,

‘T'he other extreme of [peaking too low is not
fo frequent; butif we are not hmd we micrht
as well altogether hold our peace, It ex haulls
the fpirits and wearics the attention, to be liflen-
ing for a length of time to a vary low voice,
“lome wards or fentences will be loit, which will
render what is heard lefs inteihgible alld ag;{.cablc.
If the fpeaker can be heard by the perlon fartheft
diftant frem him, the relt will hear of courte.

The tone of the veice is likewife to be regard-

ed, Some have a tene in prayer, fo vety difle-

rent from their ufual way of fpeaking, that their
neareft friends, if not accultomed to them, could
hardly know them by their voice, o.metimes
the tone is changed, perlizps muore than cnce, fo
that if our eyes dld not give us more certatn ih-

3| formation
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formation than our ears, we might think two or
three perfons had been fpeaking by turns, It is
pity that when we approve what is {poken, we
fhould be fo ealily difconcerted by an aukward-
nefs of delivery; yet fo it often is, and probably
fo 1t will be, in the prefent weak and imperfect
flate of human nature. It is more to be lamented
than wondered at, that fincere Chriftians are lome-
times forced to confels, ¢ Heis a good man, and
his prayers as to their {ubftance are {piritual and
judicious, but there is fomething fo difpleafing in
his manaer, that I am always uneafy when I hear
him.”

Contrary to.this, and {till more offenfive, is a
cul{tom that fome have of talking to the LorD in
prayer. [t is their natural voice indeed, but it is
that expreflinn of it which they ufe upon the moft
familiar and trivial occalions. The human voice
1s capable of fo many infletions and variations,
that it can adapt itfelf to the different fenfations
of our mind, as joy, forrow, fear, defire, &c. If
a man was pleading for his life, or exprefling his
thanks to the King for a pardon, common fenfe
and decency would teach him a fuitablenefs of
manner, and any one who could not underfiand
his language, might know by the found of his
words that he was not making a bargain, or tell-
ing a ftory, How much more, when we {peak
to the King of kings, fhould the confideration of
his glory and our own vilenefs, and of the imper-
tant concerns we are cngaged in before him, 1m-
prefs us with an air of ferioufnels and reverence,
and prevent us from {peaking to him as if he was
altogether fuch a one as ourfelves ! "I'he liberty to

which we are called by the gofpel, does not at
all
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all encourage fuch a pertnels and familiarity, as
would be unbecoming to ule towards a fellow
worm, who was a little advanced above us
worldly dignity.

I fhall be glad if thefe hints may be of any (er-
vice to thofe who defire to worfhip Gob in Spirit
and - in Truth, and who with that whatever has a
tendency to damp the fpirit of devotion either in
themfelves or in others, mignt be avoided, It is
a point of delicacy and difficulty to tell any one
what we with could be altered in his manner of
prayer. But it can give no juft offence to afk a
friend if he has read a letter on this fubjedt, in a
Collettion of Twenty-four LETTERS publifhed in

77 I am, Sir,
Your humble fervant,
OMICRON.
LETTZER XIX,
On CONTROVERSY,
Dear Sir,

AS you are likely to be engaged in contro-
verfy, and your love of truth is joined with

a natural warmth of temper, iy friendﬁlip maKes
me folicitous on your behalf, You are of the

{trongeft fide, for truth is great and muft prevail ;
fo that 2 perfon of abilitics inferior to yours might
i 2 take
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take the field with a confidence of victory, I am
not therefore anxious for the event of the battle ;
but I would have you more than a conqueror, and
to triumph not only over your adverfary, but over
yourfelf. If you cannot be vanquifhed, you may
be wounded. "L'o preferve you from fuch wounds
as might give you caule of weeping over your
conquefts, I would prefent you with {ome confi-

derations, which, if duly attended to, will do you
the fervice of a coat of mail. Such armour, that

you need not complain, as David did of Saul’s,
that it will be more cumberfome than ufeful, for
you will eaftly perceive it is taken from that great
magazine provided for the chriftian foldier, T'he
word of Gop. | take it for granted that you will
not expect any apolegy for my freedom, and there-
fore I fhall nct offer one. Ior method fake, 1
may reduce my advice to three heads, refpecting
your Opponent, the Public, and Your(elf.

As to your opponent, 1 with, that before you
fet pen to paper againft him, and during the whole
time you arc preparing your an{wer, you may
commend him by earneft prayer to the Lorb’s
teaching and bleffing, This prattice will have
a direct tendency to conciliate your heart to love
and pity him, and fuch a difpofition will have a
good nflucnce upon every page you wiite. If
you account him a believer, though greatly mif-
taken in the lubject of debate between you, the
words of David to Joab concerning Abfalom are
very applicable, ¢ Deal gently with him for my
{zke.” 'The Lorp loves him and bears with him,
therefore you muft not defpife him, or treat him
harfhly, The LorD bears with you likewife,
and expefls that you fhould fhew tendernefs to

others,
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others, from a fenfe of the much forgivene(s you
need yourfelf. In alittle while you will meet in
heaven, he will then be dearer to you than the
neareft friend you have upon earth is to you now.
Anticipate that period in your thoughts; and
though you may find it neceflary to oppole his
errors, view him perfonally as a kindred {oul, with
whom you are to be happy in CHRrIsT for ever.
Butif you look upon him as an unconverted per-
{on, in a ftate of enmity again{t Gob and his grace,
(a fuppolition, which, without good evidence,
you fhould be very unwilling to aamit) he 15 a
more proper objedt of vour compafiion than of
your anger, Alas! ¢ he knows not whathe does.”
But you know wHo bas made you to differ. L
Gop in his fovereign plealure had {o appointed,
you might have been as he 15 now; and he, in-
ftead of you, might have been (et for the defence
of the gofpel. You were both cqually blind by
nature, 1f you attend to this, you will not re-
proach or hate him, becaufe the Lor b has been
pleafed to open your eyes, and not his, Of all
people who engage in controverfy, we who are
called Calvinifts are molt exprelly bound by our
own principles to the exercife of gentlenefs and
moderation. If indeed they who difter from us
have a power of changing themlelves, if they can
open their own eyes, and foften their own hearts,
then we might with lefs inconfiftence be offended
at their obftinacy ; butif we believe the very con-
trary to this, our part 15, Not to firive, but n
meekne(s to infiruct thofe who oppofey ¢ 1if perad-
~venture Gob will give them repentance to the ac-
knowledgment of the truth.”  If you write with a
defire of being an inftrument of correling mil-

H 3 takes,
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takes, you will of courfe be cautious of laying
ftumbling-blocks in the way of the blind, or of
wfing any expreflions that may exafperate their
pailions, confirm them in their prejudices, and
thereby make their conviction, bumanly fpeaking,
more impracticable,

By printing, you will appeal to the public,
where your readers may be ranged under three
divifions,  Firft, Such as differ from youin prin-
ciple ; concerning thefe I may refer you to what
I have already faid. "T'hough you have your eye
upon one perfon chicfly, there are many like-
minded with him, and the fame reafoning will
hold, whether as to one or to a millions There
will be hikewile many who pay tdo httle regard to
religion, to have any fettled fyftem of their own,
and yet are pre-engaged in favour of thole fenti-
ments, which are leaft repugnant to the good opi-
nion men naturally have of themfelves. ' Thelfe
are very incompetent judees of dotrines, but they
can form a tolerable judgment of a writer’s fpirit.
‘They know that meeknefs, humility, and love,
are the charalteriftics of a chriftian temper; and
though they affect to treat the doltrines of grace
as mere notions and fpaculations, which, fuppofing
they adopted them, would have no falutary 1nfiu-
ence upon therr condult, yet from us, who pro-
fels thele principles, they always expect fuch dif-
politions as correfpond with the precepts of the
golpel. They are quick-fighted to difcern when
we deviate from fuch a fpirit, and avail themfelves
of 1t to juftify their contempt of our arguments,
T'he fcriptural maxim, that ¢¢ the wrath of man
worketh not the righteoufnefs of Gob,” 15 veri-
hed by daily obfcrvation, If our zeal is imbit-

tered
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tered by expreffions of anger, invellive, or fcorn, -
we may think we are domg lervice to the caule
of truth, when in reahity we fhall only bring it
mto difcredit, The weapons of our warfare, and
which alone are powerful to break dowa the {trong-
holds of error, are not carnal, but fpiritual; as-
guments fairly drawn from fcripture and experi-
ence, and coforced by fuch a muld addrefs, as
may perfuade our readers, that, whether we can
convince them or not, we wifh well to their fouls,
and contend only for the truth’s fake, If we cau
fatisty them that we act upon thele motives, our
point is half gained, they will be more difpofed
to confider calmly what we ofter; and if they
{hould ftiil diffent from our opinions, they will be
conflrained to approve our intentions,

Yau will have a third clafs of readers, who be-
ing of your own fentiments, will readily approve
of what you advance, and may be further efta-
blifhed and confirmed in their views of the {crip-
ture dodtrines, by a clear and malterly elucid.«
tion of your fubject, You may be inftrumegtal
to their edification, if the law of kindnefs as well
as of truth regulates your pen, otberwife you may
do them harm., "Thereis a principle of (elf which
difpofes us to defpife thofe who differ from vs;
and we are often under its influence, when we
think we are enly fiiewing a becoming zeal in the
- caple of Gobp. [ readily believe that the leading
points of Arminianim fpring from, and are nou-
rifled by, the pride of the humun heart; but
fhould be plad if the reverle was always true, and
that to embrace what are called th2 Calvinittic doc-
trines was an wfallible token of an humble mied,
I think I have known fome Armitilans, thet 1<

14 perion
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perfons, who for want of clearer light, have been
afraid of receiving the doctrines of free arace, who
“yet have given evidence that their hearts were in
a degree humbled béfore the Lorp. And I am
afraid there are Calvinifts, who, while they ac-
count it a proof of their humility, that they are
willing in words to debafe the creature, and to
give all the olory of falvation to the Lorn, yet
know not what manner of fpirit they are of. What-
ever it be that makesus truft in ourfeives that we
arc comparatively wife or good, fo as to treat
thofe with contempt who do not fubfcribe to our
do&trines, or foliow our party, is a proof and fruit
of a [clf-rightecus fpirit.  Self-rightcoulnefs can
feed upon doctrines, as well as upon works; and
a man may have the heart of a Pharilce, while his
head is ftored with orthcdox noticas of the un-
worthinefls of the creature, and the riches of fiee
grace, Yea, 1 would add, the beft of men are
not wholly free from this leaven, and therefore are
too apt to be pleafed with fuch reprefentations as
hold up our adverfaries to ridicule, and by confe-
quence flatter our own {uperior judgments.  Con-
troverfies, for the moft part, are fo managed as
to indulge rather than to reprefs this wrong dl(p@-
fition, and thercfore, generally fpeaking, they are
productive of little good. They provoke thole
whom they fhould convince, and puft up thofe
whom they fhould edify. I hope your perform-
- ance will favour of a fpirit of true humility, and
be a means of promoting 1t 1n others,

This leads me 10 the laft place to confider your
own concern in your prefent undertaking, [t
feems a Jaudabie fervice to defend the faith once

delivered to the famts, we are commanded to
contend



[ 153 )

contend carneftly for it, and to convince vain-
fayers. If ever fuch defences were feafonable and
expedient, they appear to be fo in our day, when
errors abound on all fides, and every truth of the
cofpel is either direCtly deniced, or urofly mifrepre-
fented.  And yet we find but very few writers of
controverfy who have not been manifeftly hurt
by it.  Either they grow in a fenfe of their own
Importance, or imbibe an angry contentious {pi-
It, or they infenfibly withdraw their attention
from thofe things which are the food and imme-
diate fupport of the life of faith, and {pend their
time and ftrength upon matters which at moft are
but of a fecondary value. This fhews that if the
fervice is honourable, it is dangerous, What
will it profit a man if he gains his caufe and filences
his adverfary, if at the fame time he lofes that
humble tender frame of fpirit in which the LorD
delights, and to which the promife of his pre-
fence is made ! Your aim, I doubt not, is good ;
but you have need to watch and pray, for you
will find Satan at your right hand to refit you:
he will uy to debafe your views; and though
you fet out in defence of the caufe of Gon, if
you are not continually looking to the Lorp to
keep you, it may become your own caufe, and
awaken in you thofe tempers which are incon-
fiftent with true peace of mind, and will furely
obftruct communion with Gop. Be wpon your
guard againft admitting any thing perfonal into
the debate, If you think you:have been ill treat-
ed, you will have an opportunity of fhewing that
you are a difciple of JEsus, who, ¢ when he was
reviled, reviled not againy when he fuftered, he
tireatened not,” This is our pattern, thus we are

| H s (e
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to fpeak and write for Gop, ¢ not rendering rail-
ing for railing, but contrariwife blefing, knowing

that hereunto we are called.” The wildom that

is from above is not only pure, but peaceable and
eentle ; and the want of thefe qualifications, like

the dead fly in the pot of ointment, will {poil the
favour and efficacy of our labours, 1f we aét in a
wrong {pirit, we (hall bring little glory: to Gop,
do little good to our fellow creatures, and procure
neither honour nor comfort to ourfelves.” If you
can be content with {hewing your wit, and gain-
ing the laugh on your fidey- you have an esfy
tafk ; but I hope you have a far nobler aim, and
that fenfible of the folemn importance of gofpel
truths, and the compaffion due to the fouls of
men, you would rather be a nieans of removing
prejudices in a finzle inftance, than obtain the
empty applaufe of thoufands. Ge forth therefore
in the name and ftrength of the LorD of Hofts,
fpeaking the truth in love ; and may he give you
a witnefs in many hearts that you are taught of
Gon, and favoured with the unétion -of his Holy
Spisit, L
1 am, Decar Sir,

Your affe@ionate fervant,

OMICRON,

LETTER
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LETTZER XX

On ConrorMITY to the WoRrLD,

Dear Sir,

YOU will perhaps be furprifed to fee my
thoughts on your query in print, rather than
to receive them by the poft as you expedted : Bue
as the fubject of it is of general concern, [ hnpe
you will not be difplealed that [ have taken this
method. It would do honour to the pen of an
able cafuift, and might be of confiderable fervice
In the prefent day, clearly to explain the force of
. the apoftle’s precept, ¢ Be npot conformed to this

world ;”” and to ftate the jult boundary between a
{infu} compliapge with the world, and that fcrupp-
fous fingularity which {prings from a felf-1ighteous
principle, and a contracted view of the fpirit und
liberty. of the gofpel. "To treat this point accu-
rqte!y, would requjre 2 treatie rather thap a let-
ter; I only undertake to offer yoy a fow hints
and indeed, when the mind 15 formed to a fpin-
tpal tafte, a fimple defire to be guided by the Word
and Spisit of Gop, together with a due aitention
to our own experigace, will, in moft pradtical
cafes, fuperfede the neceflity of long and elaborate

-dHquifitions,
By.the world, in the pallage alluded to, Rom.

xil, 2, I.fuppafe the apoftle means the men of
the world, in difticciion from believegs; thele,
not having the love of Gob in their hearts, or his
fear before their Cyes, arc of courle Engdgcd 1

fuch purfuits and praclices as are inconhiftent with
QUr
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our holy calling, and in which we cannot imitate
or comply with them, without hurting our peace
and our profeflion. We are therefore bound to
avoid conformity to them in all fuch inftances;
but we are not obliged to decline all intercourfe
with the world, or to impofe reftraints upon our-
~felves when the fcripture does not reftrain us, in
order to make us as unlike the world as poffible,
Toinftance in a few particulars.

It is not neceflary, perhaps it is not lawful,
wholly to renounce the fociety of the world. A
miftake of this kind took place in the early ages
of chriftianity, and men (at firft perhaps with a
fincere defire of ferving Gop without diftration)
withdiew into deferts and uninhabited places, and
walted their lives at a diftance from their fellow-
creatures, But unlefs we could flee from our-
felves likewife, this would afford us no advantage ;
fo long as we carry our own wicked hearts with
us, we fhall be expofed to temptation, go where
we will.  Befides, this would be thwarting the
end of our vocation, Chriftians are to be the falt
snd the lights of the world, confpicuous as cities
fet upon a hill; they are commanded to ¢ let
-their light fhine before men, that they, beholding
their good works, may glorify their Father who
15 in heaven.” This injudicious deviation from
-the paths of nature and providence, gave occafion
at length to the vileft abominations; and men
who withdrew from the world under the pretence
of retirement, became the more wicked and aban-
doned, as they lived more out of public view and
oblervation.

Nor are we at liberty, much lefs are we en-
1-1ned, togenounce the duties of relative life, fo as to

become
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become carelels in the difcharge of them, Al-
lowances {hould indeed be made for the diflrefles
of perfons newly awakened, or under the power
of temptation, wiich may for a time fo much en-
arofs the thoughts, as greatly to indifpofe them
for the difcharge of their bounden duty, But in
general, the proper evidence of true chriftians js,
not merely that they can talk about divine things,
but that by the grace of Gob they live and aét
agreeable to the rules of his word, in the ftate in
which his providence has placed them, whether
as mafters or fervants, hufbands or wives, parents
or children ; bearing rule or yielding obedience as
“in his fight. Diligence and fidelity in the ma-
nagement of temporal concernnments, though ob-
fervable in the practice of many woridly men, may
be maintained without a iinful conformity to the
world. |
Neither are we required to refufe: a moderate
ufe of the comforts and conveniencies of life, fuit-
able to the ftation which Gop has appointed. us
in the world. The fpirit of (elf-righteoufnefs and
will-worfhip works much in this way, and fup-
.pofes that there is fomething excellent in long faft-
ings, in abftaining from pleafant food, in wearing
meaner cloaths than is cuftomary with thofe in
the fame rank of life, and in many other aufteri-
ties and fingularities not commanded by the word
of Gon. And many perfons, who are in the main
fincere, are grievoufly burdened with fcruples re-
fpeéting the ufe of lawtul things. It is true there
is need of a conftant watch, leit what s lawful-in
itfelf become hurtful to us by its abufe. But
thefe outward ftrictnefles may be carried to -great

lengths, without a fpark of true grace, and even
without
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without.the knowledge of the true Gop. The
~maortifications and aufterities pradlifed by the Bra-
—mins 1n India (if the accounts we have of them
be true) arewvaftly more fevere than the moft zea-
lous effells of modern fuperflition. in our country.
There is a friétnels which arifes rather from ig-
norance than knowledge, is wholly. conver{ant
about externals, and gratifies the fpirit of felf as
much in one way as it {cems to retrench jt in ano-
ther. A man may almoft ftarve his body to feed
his pride, but to thofe who fear and ferve the
Lorp pvery creature of Gob is good, and nothing
ta be refuled if it be received with thank{giving,
for it is fanltified by the word of Gon and prayer.

Notwithftanding thefe limitations, the precept
is very extenfive and important. ¢ Be not con-
farmed to the world.” As believe¥s, we are
firangers and pilgrims upon earth, Heaven is. our
country, and the Lorp is our king, We are to
be known and noticed as his fubjecls, and there-
fore it is his pleafure, that we do not fpeak the
Janguage, or adopt the cuftoms, of the land in-
-which we fojourn. We are nat to copfarm to
the world, as we did in the.days.of our jgnorance.
And though we have received the principles of
grace, and have talted. of the goadnefs of the Lorn,
the admonition is flill needful ; for we are rencw-
ed but in part, and are liable to be drawn zlide to
our hurt hy the prevalence of evil examples and
cuftoms around us. . S

We muft not conform to the Spisit of the world,
As members of fociety, we have a part to act in
it in common. with others, But if our bufinefs
is.the fame, our principles and ends are to be en~

tirely different,  Diligence in our refpestjve call-
. mgs
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ings is, as.1 have already obferved, ‘commend-
able, andour-duty., But not with the fame views,
which ftimulate the.alivity of the men.of the
world, If they rife early and take reft late, their
endeavours fpring from and terminate in_felf, to
eftablifh and increafe their own importance, to
add houfe to houfe, and.field to ficld ; that, like
the builders of Babel, they may get themfelves a
name, or provide :means for the gratification of
their finful paflions, = If they fucceed, they facri-
fice to their own net; if they are crofled in their
defigns, they are filled with anxiety and impati-
ence, they either murmur or defpond. But a
chriftian is to ‘purfue his Jawful calling, with an
eye to the providence of Gop, and with fubmif-
fion to his wifdom. . Thus fo far as he a3 in the
exercife of faith, he cannot be difappointed. He
cafls his care upon his heavenly Father, who has
promifed to take care of him. What he gives,
he receives with thankfulnefs, and 1s careful as a
faithful fleward to improve it for the furtherance
of the caufe of Gop, and the good of mankind;
and if he meets . with lofles and crofles, he is net
difconcerted, knowing. that all his concerns acg
under a divine dire&ion ¢ that. the Lorp whom
he lerves, chufes for him better that he could chufe
for himlelf ; and that his beft trealure is fafe, out
of the reach of the various changes to which all
things in the prefent ftate are liable.

We muft not conform to the Maxims of the
world, The world in various inftances calls evil
good, and good evil. But we are to have ro-
courle to the law and the teftimony, and to judge
of things by the unerring word of Gop, uninflu-

enced by the determination of the great, or the
= many_
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many. We are to obey Gop rather than man,
“though.upon this account we may expect to be
defpifed or reviled, to be made a gazing-ftock or
a laughing-ftock to thofe who fet his authority at
defiance: We muft bear our teftimony to the
truth as it is in JEsus, avow the caufe of his de-
{pifed people, and walk in the practice of univer-
fal obedience, patiently endure reproaches, and
labour to overcome evil with good. Thus we
fhall thew that we are not athamed of HiM. And
there is an hour coming when be will not be
afhamed of us, who have followed him, and borne
his crofs in the midft of a perverle generation ; but
will own our worthlefs names before the aflembled
world.

We. muft not conform to the world in- their
Amufements and Diverfions. We are to mix
with the world fo far as our neceflary and provi-
dential connellions engage us; fo far as we have
a reafonable expectation of doing or getting good,
and no further, ¢ What fellowthip hath light with
darknefs, or what concord hath CHrisT with
Belial 2”7 What call can a believer have into thofe
places and companies, where every thing tends to
promote a {pirit of diffipation ; where the fear of
(sop has no place, where things are purpofely dif-
poled to enflame or indulge corrupt and finful ap-
petites and paflions, and to banith all ferious
thoughts of (Gop and ourfclves! If it is our duty
to redeem time, to walk with Gop, to do all
things in the name of our Lorp. Jesus CurisT,
to-follow the example which he fet us when he
was upon earth, and to work out our falvation
with fear and trembling, it muft of courle be our
cuty to avoid.a conformity with the world. in thofe

2 vaiq,
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vain and fenfual diverfions which ftand in as die
re¢t contradition to a fpiritual frame of mind,
as darknefs to light,

The leading defires of every per{on under the
-influence of gofpel principles, will be to main-
tain an babitual communion with Gop in his
own foul, and to manifeft the power of his grace
in the {ight of men. OSo far as a chriftian is in-
feCted by a conformity to the {pirit, maxims, and
{inful cuftoms of the world, thefe defires will be
difappointed. Fire and water are not more op-
polite than that peace of Gop which pafleth all
underftanding, and that poor precarious pleafure
which is fought in a compliance with the world.
A pleafure (if worthy the name) which grieves
the Spirit of Gop, and ftupifies the heart. Who
ever, after having tafted that the Lorp is gra-
cious, has been prevailed on to make the experi-
ment, and to mingle with the woild’s vanities,
has certainly thereby brought a damp upon his
experience, and indifpofed himfelf for the exer-
cife of prayer, and the contemplation of divine
truths. And if any are not fenfible of a diffex
rence in this refpect, it is becaufe the poifon has
taken a fiill deeper eftelt, fo as to benumb their
{ptritual {enfes. Conformity to the world is the
bane of many profeflors in this day. They have
found a way, as they think, to {erve both Gob
and mammon. But becaufe they are double~
minded they are unftable, they make no progrefs,
and notwithftanding their frequent attendance
upon ordinances, they are lean from day to day;
a form of godlinefs, a {cheme of orthodox noe
tions they may attain to, but they will remain
deftitute of the life, power, and comfort of re-

ligion,
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ligion, fo long as they cleave to thofe things
which are incompatible with it.

Conformity to the world is equally an obftruc-
tion in the way of thofe who profefs a defire of
glorifying Gop in the fight of men. Such pro-
feflors do rather difhonour him; by their con-
duct, as far as inthem lies, they declare that they
"do not find the religion of the gofpel anfwer theic
expedtations ; that it does not afford them the
fatisfaction they once hoped for from it, and that
therefore they are forced to feek relief from the
world. They grieve the people of Gop by their
compliances, and oftentimes they miflead the
-weak, and by their examples encourage them to
.venture upon the like liberties, which otherwile
they durft not have attempted, They embolden
the wicked likewife in their evil ways, while they
“fee a manifeft inconfiftence between their avowed
principles and their practice ; and thus they caule
the ways of truth to be evil fpoken of. The pa-
per conftrains me to conclude abruptly; May
the Lorp enable you and me to lay this fubje&
" to heart, and to pray that we may on the one
~ hand rightly underftand and prize our chriftian
liberty ; and on the other hand be preferved from

that growing evil, a conformity to the worid!

I am fincerely yours,

OMICRON,

LETTER
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LETTER XXL

I was once Brinp, but now [ SkE,

Dear Sir,
T HE queftion, What is the difcriminating

characteriftic nature of a work of grace
upon the foul ! has been upon my mind; if 1
am able to give you fatisfaltion concerning it, I
fhall think my time well employed.

The reafon why men in a natural ftate are ut-
terly ignorant of fpiritual truths, is, that they are
wholly deftitute of a faculty fuited to their per-
ception, A remarkable inftance we have in the
abfurd conftrution which Nicodemus put upon
what our Lorp had fpoken to him concerning
the new-birth. And in the {upernatural com-
munication of this fpiritual faculty, by the agency
of the Holy Spirit, I apprehend the inimitable
and abiding criterion, which is the fubject of our
inquiry, does primarily confift. Thofe paflages
of {cripture, wherein the gofpel-truth is compared
to light, lead to a familiar illuftration of my mean-
ing, Men by nature are ftark blind with refpect
to this light; by grace the eyes of the under-
{tanding arc opened. Among a number of blind
men, {ome may be more ingenious and of better
capacity than others, Thcy may be better qua-
lified for fuch ftudies and employments which do
not require eye-fight, than many who can fee,
and may attain to confiderable fkill in them ; but
with refpect to the trye nature of light and co-
fours, they are all exactly upon a level,. A blind

mah,



( 164 )

man, if ingenious and inquifitive, may learn to
talk about the light, the fun, or the rainbow, in
terms borrowed from thofe who have feen them;
but it is impoffible that he can have (I mean a
man born blind) a juft idea of either ; and what-
ever hearfay-knowledge he may have acquired,
he can hardly talk much upon thefe fubjells
without betraying his real ignorance. The cale
of one mentioned by Mr Locke has been often
quoted. He believed, that after much inquiry
and refleCtion, he had at lalt found out what
Scarlet was, and being afked to explain himfelf ;
¢ I think, fays he, Scarlet is fomething like the
found of a trumpet.” 'T'his man had about the
fame knowledge of natural light as Nicodemus
had of fpiritual.  Nor can all the learning or
ftudy in the world enable any perfon to form a
fuitable judgment of divine truth, till the eyes of
his mind are opencd, and then he will perceive
it at once, |

Indeed this comparifon is well fuited to fhew
the intire diffcrence between nature and grace,
and to expiain the ground of that enmity and
fcorn which flls the hearts of blinded f{inners,
againft thofe who profels to have been enlighten-
ed by the Spirit of Gob. The reafon why blind
~men are not affronted when we tell them they
cannot fee, fecems to be, that they are borne
down by the united teftimony of all who are
about them. Every one talks of feeing, and they
find by experience, that thofe who fay they can
fee, can-do many things which the blind cannot,
-Some fuch conviction as this many have, who
live where the gofpel is preached, and is made
“the power of Gap to the falvation of others;
| the
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the converfation and condu& of the pe0p1e of
Gob convinces them, that there is a difference,
though they cannot tell wherein it confifts, But
if we could fuppofe it poflible that there was a
whole nation of blind men, and one or two per-
fons thould go amongft them, and profefs that
they could fce, while they could not ofter them
{uch a proot of their affertion as they were capa-
ble of receiving, nor even explain, to their fa-
tisfaltion, what they meant by fight; what may
we imagine would be the confequenceP I think
there is Jittle doubt but thefe innovators would
experience much the fame treatment as the be-
lievers in JEsus often meet with from a blind
world. The blind people would certainly hate
and defpife them for prefuming to pretend to what
they had not. "They would try to difpute them
out of their fenfcs, and bring many arguments
to prove, that therc could be no fuch thing as
cither light or fight. 'They would fay, as many
fay now, How is it, 1f thele things are {o, that
we fhould know nothmg of them? Yea, I think
it probab e, they would rife againft lhem as de-
ceivers and enthuﬁaf’cﬂ and difturbers of the pub-
lic peace, and fay, ¢ Away with {uch fellows from
the carth, it is not fit that they fhould live,” Dut
if we fhould fupp.fe further, that during the heat
of the conteft fome of thefe blind men fhould
have their eyes {uddenly opened, the difpute as
to them would be at an end in a minute; they
would conte(s their former iznorance and obiti-
nacy, confirm the teftimony of thofe whom they
had before defpiled, and of courfe {hare in the
{ame treatment from their blind brethren, per-

haps




{ 166 )

haps.be treated ftill worfe as apoftates from the
opiriion of the public,

- If this illultration is juftly applicable to our
fubjet, it may lead us to feveral obfervations, or
inferences, which have a tendency to confirm
what we are cllewhere exprefly taught by the
word of Gon.

In the firft place it fhews, that regeneration,
or that great-change, without which a man can-
not SEE the kingdom of Gop, is the effe® of
Almighty power. Neither education, endea-
vours, Or arguments, can open the eyes of the
blind, 1t is Gon alone, who at firft caufed light
to thine out of darknefls, who can fhine into our
hearts, ¢ to give usthe light of the knowledge of
the glory of Gop inthe perfon of JesusCurist.”
People may attain fome natural ideas of fpiritual
truths by reading books or hearing fermons, and
inay thereby become wife in their own conceits
they may learn to imitate the language of an ex-
serienced chriftian; but they know not what
they fay, or whereof they affirm, and are as dil-
tant from the true meaning of the terms, as a
blind man, who pronounces the words Blue or
Red, is from the ideas which thofe words raife
in the mind of a perfon who can diftinguith co-
lours by his {ight. And from hence we may
infer the fovereipnty, as well as the efficacy of
arace ; fince it is evident, not only that the cb-
je&ive light, the word of Gob, is not afforded
univetfally to all men ; but that thofe who enjoy
the {ame outward means, have npot all the fame
perceptions. There are many who {tumble in
the noon-day, not for want of light, but for
want of eyes. And they who now fee, were

2 once
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once blind even as others, and had neither power
or will to enlighten their own minds, It is a
mercy, however, when people are {o far fenf{ible
of their own blindnefs, as to be willing to wait
for the manifeftation of the LorD’s power, in the
ordinances of his own appointment, te came
into the world, and he fends forth his gofpel,
that thofe who {ee not may fee; and when there
s a defire raifed in the heart for fpiritual fight,,
1t fhall in his due time be an{wered.

From hence likewife we may obferve, the
proper ufe and value of the preaching of the goi-
pel, which is the great inftrument by which the
Holy Spirit opens the blind eyes, Like the rod
of Mofes, it owes all its efficacy to the appoint-
ment and promife of Gop. Minifters cannot be
too earneft in the difcharge of their office; it be
hoves them to ufe all diligence to find out accept-
able words, and to proclaim the whole counfel of
Gop. Yet when they have done all, they have
done nothing, unlefs their word 15 accompanied
to the heart by the power and demonftration of
the Spirtt.  Without this blefing, an apoftle
might labour in vain ; but it {hall be in a mea-
fure afforded to all who preach the truth inlove,
in {implicity, and in an humble dependence upon
him who alone can give fuccefs. This tn agreat
meafure puts all faithful minifters upon a level,
notwiithftanding any feeming difparity in gifts and
abilities. T'hofe who have a lively and pathetic
talent may engage the ear, and raile the natural
paflions of their hearers 3 but they cannot reach
the heart. "L'be blefling may be rather expelted
to attend the humble than the voluble {peaker.

Farther,
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Farther we may remark, that there is a diffe-
rence in kind, between the higheft attainments
of nature, and the effe@s of grace in the loweft
degree. Many are convinced, who are not truly
enlightened ; are afraid of the confequences of
{in, though they never faw its evil ; havea feem-
ing defire of falvation, which is not founded up-
on a truly fpiritual difcovery of their own wretch-
ednefs, and the excellency of Jesus. Thefe may
for a {eafon hear the word with joy, and walk in
the way of profeflors ; but we need not be fur-
prized if they'do not hold out, for they have no
root. Though many fuch fall, the foundation
of Gop ftill ftandeth fure. We may conhdently
affirm, upon the warrant of {cripture, that they,
who, having for a while efcaped the pollutions
of the world, are again habitually entangled in
them; or who, having been diftrefled upon the
account of fin, can find relief in a {elf-righteous
courfe, and ftop fhort of CHRisT *¢ who is the
end of law for righteoufnefs to every one that
believeth ;”” we may affirm that thefe, whatever
profeflion they may have made, were never ca-
pable of perceiving the beauty and alury of the
gofpel falvatton. On the other hand, though
where the eyes are divinely enlightened, the foul’s
frft views of itfelf and of the gofpel, may be
confufed and indiftinét (like bim who {aw men
as 1t were trees walking) yet this light 15 like the
dawn, which, though weak and faint at its firft
appearance, thineth more and more unto the per-
fect day. It is the work of Gob; and his work
s perfect in kind, though progreflive in the man-
ner. He will not defpife or forfake the day of

fmall things, When he thus begins he will
make
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make an end ; and fuch perfons, however feeble,
poor, and worthlefs in their own apprehenfions,
if they have cobtained a glimpfe of the Redeemer’s
glory as he is made unto us of Gop, wildom,
righteoufnefs, {an&tification, and redemption, fo
that his name is precious, and the defire of their
hearts 1s towards him, have good reafon to hope
and believe, as the wife of Manoah did ina {imi=
lar cafe, that if the Lowr D had been pieafed to kill
them, he would not have {hewed them f{uch things
as thefe,

Once more, this {piritual fight and faculty is
that which may be principally confidered 2s in-
herent in a believer. He has no {tock of grace,
or comfort, or ftrength in him{elf. He nceds
continual fupplies ; and if the Lorp withdraws
from him, he is as weak and unfkilful after he
has been long engaged in the chriftian warfare,
as he was when he firft entered upon 1it. The
eye 1s of little prefent ufe in the dark, for 1t can-
not fee without light, But the return of light is
no advantage to a blind man, A believer may
be much in the dark, but his fpiritual fight re-
mains, Though the excrcife of grace may be
low, he knows himlelf, he knows the L.orD, he
knows the way of accefs to a throne of grace,
His frames and feelings may alter; but he has
received fuch a knowledge of the perfon and of-
fices, the power and grace of JEsus the Saviour,
as cannot be taken from him 4 and he could with-
ftand even an angel that fhould preach another
gofpel, becaufe he has fren the Lorp. The paper
conftrains me to break offt. May the Loz b en-

creafe his light in your heart, and in the heart of

I OMICRON,



( 170 }

L ETTER XXIL
On the Advantages of a STATE of PovERTY,

My pear Friexp,

Confefs myfelf almoft afhamed to write to
you. You are pinched by poverty, fuffer the
want of m:iny things; and your faith is often
fharply tried, when vou look at your family,
and perhaps can hardly conccive how you {hall
be able to fupply them with bread to the end of
the week. 'Ihc L.orb has appointed me a dif=
ferent lot. I am favoured not only with the ne-
cefiaries, but with the comforts of life. Now I
could eaflily give you plenty of gocd advice; 1
could tell you it is your duty to be patient and
even thankful in tihe lJowelt {ftate; thatif you
have bread and water, 1t is more than you de-
ferve at the Lorp’s hands; and that, as youare
out of hell, and made a partaker of the nope of
the gofpel, you ought not to think any thing
hard that you mcet with in the way to heaven,
if 1 thould fay thus, and fay no more, you would
not difpute the truth of my aflertions; but, as
coming from me, who live at eafe, to you, who
are befet with difliculties, you might queflion
their propriety, and think that I know but little
of my own heart, and could feel but little for
your diftre(s. You would probably compare me
to one who fhould think himfelf a mariner, be-
caule he had ftudied the art of navigation bj the
fire-fide, though he had never fecn e fea,  Yet
1 hope, by my ireoucnt converfe with the Lorp’s
POOI
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poor (for I live in the midft of an 2fliled and
poor people) I have made fome obfervations,
which, though not ftrictly the fruit of my own
experience, may not be wholly unlealonable or
unacceptable to you,

Whether the rich or the poor, who live with-
out Gob in the world, are moft to be pitied, is
not eafy to determine. It is a dreadful cafe to
be miferable in both worlds; but yet the parade
and fceming profperity in which fome live for a
few years, will be no abatement, but rather a
orcat aggravation of their future torment. A
madman is cqually to be pitied, whether he is
Jaid upon a bed of ftate or a bed of ftraw, Mad-
nefs is in the heart of every unregencrate {inner ;
and the more he poflefles of this world’s goods,
he 1s fo much the more exteniively mifchievous,
Poverty is fo far a negative good to thofe who
have no other reftraint, that it confines the ef-
fets of the evil heart within narrower bounds,
and the {mall circle of thetr immediate connec-
tions. VVhereas the rich, who live under the
power of {in, are unfaithful {tewards of a larger
truit, and by their pernicious influence are often
infirumental in difteling prophanenels and licen-
tioufnefs through a country or a kingdom; be-
{ides the innumerable acts of oppreflion, and the
ravages of war, which are perpetrated to graiify
the mfatiable demands of luxury, ambition, and
pride, But to leave this, if we turn our eyes
from the falfe maxims of the wotld, and weigh
things 1n the balance of the fanctuary, [ believe
we fhall find that the believing poor, though
they have muny trials which call for our compaf-
fion, have fome advantages above thofe of the

I 2 LLorRDs
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Lorp’s people, to whom he has given a larper
fhare of the good things of the prefent life. Why
clfe does the Apoftle {ay, “ (Gobp has chofen the
poor ! or why do we {ee in fadt, that {o few of
the rich, or wile, or mighty are called? Cer-
tainly he does rot chuie them becaufe they are
poor, for ¢ heis no refpetter of perfons ;” rather
I think we may {2y, that knowing what is in their
hearts, the nature of the world through which
they are to pals, and what circumftances are beft
{uited to manifeft the truth and efficacy of his
grace, he has i the general chofen poverty as
the beft ftate for them, Some eXceptions he has
made, that his people may not be whoily without
fupport and countenance, and that the fufficiency
of his grace.may be made known in cvery {tate of
lik ; but for the moft part they aie a poor and
afflicted people, and in thi§ appoinument he has
had a regard to thetr honour, their fafety, and
their comfort. I have room for but a very brief
illuftration of thefe particulars.

Santtified poverty is an honourable flate. Not
{o indeed in the judgment of the world ; the rich
have many friends, the poor are ufually defpifed.
But I am fpeaking of that honour which cometh
from Gobponly. The poor, who are ¢ rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom,” are honoured
with the neareft external conformity to JEsus
their Savtour ; who, though he was Lor b of all,
was pleafed for our fakes to make himfelf {o
poor, that he had not where to lay his head, and
{fubmitted to recetve aflitance from the contribu-
tions of his followers, Luke viii. 3. By this
altonifhing humiliation, he poured contempt upen

all human glory, and made the ftate of poverty
honour-
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honourable, and now ¢ he that reproacheth the
poor defpifeth his Maker;” and as he was, fo
were his apoftles in the world. They were not
only deftitute of rank, titles, and eftates, but
were often 1n hunger and nakednefs, and had no
certain dwelling-place. T'o infer from hence,
as fome have done, that riches, and the accom-
modations of life, are unfuitable to the ftate of a
chriftian, is the mark of a fuperftitious and legal
{pirit. There were in thofe days {everal believers
that were in a ftate of afluence ; as for inftance,
Theophilus, whom: Luke addrefles by a title of
honour, K¢amic:, moft noble or excellent, the
fame which St. Paul afcribes to the Roman Go-
vernor. But we may fafely infer,. that that ftate
of life in which our Lorp was pleafed to con-
verfe with men, and which was the lot of his
apoftles, and moft favoured fervants, is honour-
‘able in the fight of Gop.

Acain ; Poverty is honourable,, becaufe it af-
fords a pecuhar advantage for glorifying Gon,
and evidencing the power of his grace, and the
faithfulnefs of his promifes, in the fight of men..
A believer, if rich, lives by faith, and his faith
‘meets with;various trials ; he himfelf knows by
whom he ftands; but it is not ordinarily fo vifi-
ble to others as in the cafe of the poor., When
minifters {peak of the all-fufficiency of Gop to
thofe who truft in him, and the certain effeét of
the principles of the gofpel,. in {upporting, fatf-
fying, and regulating the mind of man, the poor
are the beft and moft unfufpelted witnefles for
the truth of their doftrine. 1f we are afked,
Where do thefe wonderful people live, who can

delight themfelves in Gop, eltcem a day in his
| I 3 couris
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courts better than a thoufand, and prefer the
light of his countenance to all earthly joy ! We
can confidently fend them to the poor of the
flock: Amonglt the nuinber, who are fo called,
there are fome who will not difappoint our ap-
peal. Let the world, who refufe to believe the
preachers, believe their own eyes. And when
they fee a poor perfon content, thankful, rejoic-
ing, admiring the LorDp’s goodnefs for aflording
him (what they account) hard fare, and, in the
midft of various preflures, incapable of being bribed
by offers, or terrihied by threats, to{werve a ftep
from the path of known duty, let them acknow-
ledge that this is the finger of Gob. If they
harden themfelves apainft this evidence, ¢ nei-
ther would they be perfuaded though one fhould
rife frem the dead.”

And as poverty is an honourable, {o it is, com-
paratively, a fafe {tate, 'I'rue, it is attended with
1ts peculiar temptations; but it is not near {o
{uitable to draw forth and nourith the two grand
corruptions of the heart, delf-importance, and
an Idolatrous cleaving to the world, as the oppo-
fite ftate of riches. They who are rich in this
world, and who know the LorD and their own
hearts, feel the wifdom and propriety of the
apoftle’s charge, ‘¢ Not to be high-minded, nor
to truft in uncertain riches.” If poor believers
confider the fnares to which their rich brethren
arc expofed, they will rather pray for and pity,
than envy them. Their path is flippery, They
have reafon to cry continually, ¢ Hold thou me
up, and [ fhall be {afe,” Ior they live in the
mid{t of the hurries and vanities of the wortd,
are engaged in a large fphere of altion, and are

inceflantly
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inceflantly expofed to interruptions and fnares.
‘The carriage of all around them reminds them
of their {uppofed confequence, and, by the na-
ture of their fituation, they are greatly precluded
from plain dealing and friendly advice. Dut the
poor are not furrounded with flatterers, nor
teazed with impertinencics; they meet with lit-
tle to ftimulate their pride, or to foothe their va-
nity. They not only believe in their judgments,
but are conftrained to feel, by the experience of
every day, that this world cannot zfiord them
reft. If they have food and raiment, and grace
therewith to be content, they have rcafon to be
thankful for an exemption from thofe fplendid
cares, and delufive appearances, which are the
infeparable attendants of wealth and worldly dif-
tintion; and which, if not more burdenfome,
are, humanly {peaking, much morc dangerous,
and greater impediments to the progrels of a {pi-

ritual life, than the ordinary trials of the poor.
The believing poor have likewile, for the
moft part, the advantage in point of {piritual
comfort ; and that principally in two refpeéts.
Firft, As they are called to a life of more imme-
diate dependence upon the promifes and provi-
dence of (Gop (having little elfe to truft to) they
have a more dircct and frequent experience of his
interpofiticn in their favour. Obadiah was a
fervant of Gop, though he lived in the court of
Ahab. He, doubtlel, had his difficulties in {uch
a fituation, but he was not in want. He had not
only enough for himfelf in a time of dearth, but
was able to impart to others,  We may believe,
that he well knew he was indebted to the Lorp’s
goodnefs for his provifion: But he could hardly
[ 4 have
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have {o fweet, fo ftrong, fo fenfible an impref-
lion of Gop’s watchful care over him as Elijah
had, who, when he was deprived of all human
fupport, was flatedly fed by the ravens. Such
of the Lorp’s people who have eftates in hand,
or thoufands in the bank, will acknowledge, that
even the bread they eat is the gift of the LorD’s
bounty ; yet, having a moral certainty of a pro-
vifion for life, 1 fhould apprehend, that they can-
not exercife faith in the divine Providence, with
refpect to their tempdral fupplies, fo diftinétly as
the poor, who, having no friend or refource upon
earth, are neceflitated to look immediately to
their Father who is in heaven for their daily
bread.  And though it is not given to the world
to know what an intercourfe is carried on be-
tveen heaven and earth, nor with what accept-
ance the prayers of the poor and affiicted enter into
the ears of the LorD of hofts, yet many of them
have had fuch proofs of his attention, wi{dom,
faithfulnefs, power, and love, in fupplying their
wants, and opening them a way of relief when
they have been befet with difficulties on all {ides,
2s have been to themfelves, at leaft, no lefs cer-
tain .and indifputable, I had almoft faid no lefs
olorious, than the miracles which he wrought
for Ifrael, when he divided the Red Sea before
them, and gave them food from the clouds. Such
evidences of the power of faith, the efficacy of
prayer, and the truth of the fcriptures (prefer-
able to mountains of gold and filver, and for
which the ftate of poverty furnifhes the moft fre-
quent occafions) are a rich over-balance for all

,1ts inconveniencies, But,
Secondly,
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Secondly, I apprehend that the humble and
believing poor have, in general, the greateft
{hare of thofe confolations which are the effect
of the light of Gon’s countenance lifted up upon:
the foul, of his love fhed abroad in the heart,
or of a feafon of refrefhment from his prefence.
By fuch expreflions as thefe, the fcripture inti-
mates that ¢ joy unfpeakable and full of glory ;"
a defcription of which, thofe who have gafted 1t
will not require,. and thofe who are ftrangers to
it could not underftand. This joy 1s not always
the companion of faith, not cven of {trong faith,
but it is that which a believer, whether rich or
poor, inceflantly. thirfls after; and,, in compari-
fon whereof, all worldly good is but vanity and
difappointment. The Lorp imparts this joy to
his people in feafon and mealure as he fees fit;
but his poor. people have the largeft fthare: They
have little comfort from the world, therefore he
is pleafed to be their comforter. They have many
trials and {ufferings; and He with whom they
have to do knows their fituation and preflures;
he has promifed to.make their {trength equal to
their day,. and to revive their fainting {pirits with
heavenly cordials. When it is thus with them,
they can fay with Jacob, ¢ I have enough;” or,
as it is in the original, ¢ I have all.L” T'his
makes hard things eafy, and the burden light,
which the fleth would otherwife complain of as
heavy. This has often given a {weeter relifh to
bread and water than the fenfualift ever found in
the moft ftudied and expenfive refinements of.
luxury. Blefled are the poor who are rich
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which Gob has
promifed to them that love him,. They often en-

ls J0y
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joy the moft lively foretaftes of the glory which
fhall be revealed.

Have not ycu, my friend, found thefe things
true in your own EXP“I’ICHCEP Yes; the LoR D
has fandlified your croffes, and fupported you
under them. Hitherto he has helped you, and
he will be with you to the end. As you have
followed him upon earth, you will ere long fol-
low him to heaven. ¢ You are now called to fow
in tears, there you fhall reap in joy, and Gob
fhall wipe all tears from your eyes.” In the mean
time be thankful that be honours you, in appoint-
ing you to be a witnels for the truth and power
of his grace, in the midft of an unbelieving
+ world,

It is true, that even where the fpirit is willing,
the flefh is weak., You have fharp trials, which,
for the prefent, cannot be joyous, but grievous;
and you have doubtlefs felt the depravity of your
nature, and the fubtllty of Satan, at fome times
prompting you to impatience, -envy, and diftruft,
But thefe evils 2re not peculiar to a ftate of po-
verty 3 you would have been expofed to the fame
had you lived in affluence, together with many
others, from which you are now exempted: for
riches and poverty are but comparative terms,
and it is only the grace of (Gop can teach us to
be content in any poffible fituation of life. The
rich are as prone to defire fomething which they
have not, as the poor; and they who have moft
to lofe, have moft to fear. That a man’s life
(the happinefs of his life) ¢¢ confifteth not in the

. bundance of the things which he poffefleth,” is

an aphorifm founded upon the higheft authonty,
and
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and confirmed by univerfal experience and obfer
vation. '

In a word, you are not poor, but rich, The
promifes are your inheritance—heaven is your
home—the angels of the LorD are miniftering
{pirits, who rejoice to watch over you for good ;
and the LorD of angels himfelf 1s your fun and
fhield, and everlafting portion. It is nmpoffible
that you, to whom he has given Himfelf, his
Son, his Spirit, his grace, his kingdom, can want
any thing that is truly good for you. If riches
were fo, he could pour them upon you in abun-
dance, as eafily as he provides you your daily
bread, But thefe, for the moft part, he beftows on
thofe who have no portion but in the prefent life,
You have great reafon to rejoice in the lot he has
appointed for you, which feccures you from num-
berlefs imaginary wants and real dangers, and
furnifhes you with the faireft opportunities for
the manifeftation, exercife, and increale of the
graces he has implanted in you. Influcnced by
thefe views, I truft you can cheaifully fay,

"What others value, I refian;
Loxp, ’tis enough that thou art mine,

I commend you to the bicfling of cur covenant
Gobp, and to Jesus our Saviour, ¢ who, when
he was rich, made himleif poor for our fakes,
that we, through his poverty, might be rich.”

I am,

Your afteftionate friend
And fervant in the gofpel,

OMICRON.
LETTER
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L ETTER XXIIL.

On Simpricity and -GopLy SINCERITY.

T would be a happy time if all profeflors of

the gofpel could with the apoftles rejoice in
the teftimony of their confciences, that they walk-
edin fim plicity and godly fincerity. How many
evils and fcandals would be then prevented ! But
alas | too many who name the name of CHRIST
feem to have hardly any idea of this effential part
of the chriftian charater. A few thoughts upon
a fubjeét folittle attended to, may not be unfea-
fonable. The moft advanced in the chriftian life
have fomething of this leflon yet to learn; and
the greater proficiency we make in it, the greater
will be our inward peace, and the more will our
light fhine before men to the glory of our hea-
venly Father.

Simplicity and fincerity, though infeparable,
may be diftincuithed. The fortmer is the prin-
ciple from which the latter is derived, Simpli-
city primarily refpedts the frame of our {pinit in
the fight of Gop ; fincerity more directly regards
our conduct as it falls under the obfervation of
men. Tt is true, the terms are frequently ufed
indifferently for each other, and may be {o with-
out occafioning any confiderable miftake, But
as they are not precifely the fame, it may be pro-
per, If we would fpeak accurately, to keep this
diftinction in view.

Some perfons who have been more enamoured
with the name of fimplicity than acquainted with

its
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its nature, have fubftituted in its ftead a childifh-
nefs of language and manners, as it they under-
ftood the word fimple only in the mere vulgar
{enfe, as equivalent to feolt/h. But this infantine
foftnefs gives juft difguft to thole who have a
true tafte and judgment of divine things ; not
only as it is an unneceflary deviation from the
common ufages of mankind, but becaufe being
the effe&t of art and imitation, it palpably defeats
its own pretences. An artificial or affefled fim-
plicity is a contradiction in terms, and differs as
much from the fimplicity of the goipel as paint
does from beauty.

The true fimplicity, which 1s the honour and
firength of a believer, is the efie&t of a fpiritual
perception of the truths of the goipel. It arifes
from, and bears a proportion to, the fenfe we
have of our own unworthinefs, the power and
arace of CHRIsT, and the greatnefs of our obli-
gations to him.  So far as our knowledge of thefe
things is vital and experimental, 1t will make us
fimple-hearted, This fimplicity may be confi-
dered in two refpefts. A fimplicity of intention
and a {implicity of dependence, The former
ftands in oppofition to the corrupt workings of
felf, the latter to the falfe reafonings of unbeljef.

Simplicity of intention 1mplies, that we have
but one leading aim, to which 1t is our delibe-
rate and unreferved defice, that every thing elfe in
which we are concerned may be fubordinate and
fubfervient, In a word, that we are devoted to
the Lorp, and have by grace been enabled to
chufe him, and to yield ourfelves to him, fo as
to place our happinefs in his favour, and to make
his glory and will the ultimate {cope of all our

allions,
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altions. He well deferves this fromus. He is
the all-fufficient cood, He alone is able to fa-
tisfy the vaft capacity Le has given us, for he
formed us for him{clf; znd they who have tafted
he 1s gracious, know that *¢ his loving-kindnefs is
better than Jife,” and that his prefence and fulnefls
can {upply the want, or make up the lofs of 2l
creature comforts. So likewife he has a jult claim
to us that we {hould be wholly his. Ior befides
that, as his creatures, we are in his hand as clay
mn the hands of the potter, he has a redemption-
title to us, He loved us and bought us with his
own blood. He did not hefitate or halt between
two opinions, when he engaged to redecm our
fouls from the curle of the law and the power of
Satan, He could in tise hour of his diftrefs have
fummoned legions of angels {had that been need-
ful) to his afliftance, or have deltroyed bis ene-
mies with a word or alock, He could ealily have
faved himfelf; but how then could his people
have been faved, or the promifes of the fcrip-
ture have been fulfilled ? T'herefore he willingly
endured the crofs, he cave his back to the {miters,
he poured out his blood, he laid down his life,
Here was an adorable fumplicity of intention in
him; and fhall we not, O thou Lover of fouls,
be {imply, heartily, and wholly thine? Shall we
refufe the cup of «ffliCtion from thy hand, or for
thy fake ? Or fhall we delire to drink of the cup
of finful pleafure, when we remember what our
fins have coft thee? Shall we wifh to be Joved
by the world ‘that hated thee, or to be admired
by the world that defpiled thee? Shall we be
athamed of profeffing our attachment to fuch a
Savicur ! "Nay. Lowrp, forbid it, Let thy love
| | 1 conlirain




( 183 )

conflrain us, let thy name be glorified, and thy
will be done by us and in us. ¢ Let us count all
things lofs and dung for the excellency of the
knowledge of CHRIST JEsus our Lorp.” et
"us not defire any thing thou feeft fit to withhold,
nor repine to part with what thou calleft for,
-nor even take pleafure n what thou befltoweft,
unlefs we can improve it for thee, and ever pre-
fer thy love above our chief temporal joy I Such
15 the language of the heart that is blefled with
gofpel fimplicity. it was once the ftrong hold
of {in, the throne of felf ; but now felf is caflt
down, and JEsus rules by the golden {ceptre of
Jove. This principle preferves the foul from low,
fordid, and idolatrous purfuits, will adinit of ‘no
rival near the Beloved, nor will it yield either to
the bribes or threats of the world. |

There is likewife a fimplicity of dependence,
Unbelief is continually ftarting objeltions, mag-
nifying and multlplylngdlfﬁcultles But faith in
the power and promifes of Gob infpires a noble
fimplicity, and cafts every care upon him, who
is able and has engaged to fupport and provide,
Thus when Abraham at the Lorp’s call forfook
his country and his father’s houfe, the apofile
obferves, ¢¢ He went out, not knowing whither
he went.,” It was enough that he knew whom
he fullowed.  The all-fufficient Gop was his
guide, his thield, and his exceeding great reward,
So when exercifed with long waiting for the
accomplifhment of a promife, he {tagoeied nnt,
ovdiexpily, he did not difpute or qm {uon, but
ﬁmply depcnded upon Gop who had fpoken, and
was able alfo to perform. So hkewile when he

received that hard command to oficr up his fon,
of
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of whom it was faid, ¢ In Ifaac thall thy feed be-
called,” he fimply obeyed, and depended upon
the Lorb to make zood his own word, Heb, xi.
18, 19. In this fpirit David went forth to-meet
(Goliath, and overcame him: and thus the three
worthies were unawed by the threats of Nebu-
chadnezzar, and rather chofe to be caft into a
burning furnace than to fin againft the Lorb.
And thus Elijah in a time of famine was preferved
from anxiety and want, and {upported by extra-
ordinary methods, 1 Kings i. 14. In thefe times
we do not expe&t miracles, in the ftrict fenfe of
the word ; but they who fimply depend upon the
Lorp will meet with fuch tokens of his interpo-
{ition i a time of need, as will to-themfelves at
lealt be a fatisfying proof that he careth for them,
How comfortableis it to us, as well as ornamen-
tal to our profeflion, to be able to truft the LorD
in the path of duty! To believe that he will
fupply our wants, dire¢t our fteps, plead our
caufe, and controul our enemies ! Thus he has-
promifed, and it belongs to gofpel-fimplicity to
take his word againit all difcouragements., This
will animate us in the ufe of zall lawful means,
becaufe the Ilorp has commanded us to wait
upon him in them., But it will likewife in{pire
confidence and hope when all means feem to fail,
Hab, 1it. 17, 18, For want of this dependence
many difhonour their profeflion, and even make
fhipwreck of the faith, Their hearts are not
fimple; they do not truft in the Lorp, but lean
‘'unto their own underftandings, and their hopes or
fears are 1nfluenced by worms like themfelves.
‘This caufes a duplicity of conduét, They fear

the Lorp, and ferve other gods, By their
language



( 185 )

language at fome times, one would {uppofe, they
defire to ferve the LorD only; but, asif they
feared that he was not able to protect or provide
for them, they make a league with the world,
and feek either fecurity or advantage from finful
compliances. Thelfe cannot rejoice in the tefti-
mony of a good eonfcience, 'They muftlive mi-
ferably. 'T'hey are attempting to reconcile what
our LorD has declared to be utterly incompa-
tible, the fervice of Gop and mammon, They
have fo much fenfe of religion as embitters their
worldly purfuits, and fo much regard to the
world as prevents their receiving any real com-
fort from religion, 'Thefe are the lukewarm pro-
feflors, neither hot nor cold, neither approved
of men nor accepted of Gop. They can attend
upon ordinances, and fpeak like chriftians; but
their tempers are unfanétifed, and their conduét
irregular and blameable, They are not fimple,
and therefore they cannot be fincere.

I need not take time to prove that the effect
of fimplicity will be fincerity. For they who
love the LorD abave all, who prefer the light of
his countenance to thoufands of gold and filver,
who are enabled to truft him with all their con-
cerns, and would rather be at his difpofal than
at their own, will have but little temptation to
infincerity, 'The principles and motives upon
which their conduét is formed, are the fame in
public as in private. Their behaviour will be
all of a piece, becaufe they have but one defign.
They will fpeak the truth in love, oblerve a ftrict
punctuality in their dealings, and do unto others
as they would others fhould do unto them, be-
caufe thefe things are eflential to their great aim

0
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of glorifying and enjoying their Lorbp., A fear
of difhonouring his name, and of grieving his
Spirit, will teach them not only to avoid grofs
and known fins, but to abftain from all appear-
ance of evil. Their conduct will therefore be
confiftent, and they will be enabled to appeal to
all who know them, ¢¢ that in fimplicity and godly
fincerity, not in ﬂefhly wildom, but by the grace
of Gop, they have had their converfation in the
world. »’

To a fincere chriftian, that craft and cunning
which pafles for wifdom in the world, appears
to be not only unlawful, but unneceifary He

‘has no need of the little referves, evafions, and
difeuifes by which defigning men endeavour
(though often in vain) to conceal their proper
charadters, and to efcape deferved contempt, He
-is what he {feems to be, and thereforeis not afraid
of being found out. He walks by the light of
thé wifdom that i1s from above, and leans upon
the arm of almighty power ; therefore he walks
at liberty, trufting in the LorDp, whom he ferves
with his fpirit in the gofpel of his Son,

1 am, &ir, yours,

OMICRON,

LETTER
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LETTEZR XXIV.

On Comnmunion with Gobp.

Dear Sir,
T HOUGH many authors have written

largely and well concerning Communion
with Gop, I fhall not refer you to books, or
have recourfe to them myfelf; but, in compli-
ance with your requeft, thall funply offer you
what occurs to my thoughts upon the fubject. 1
propofe not to exceed the limits of a theet of pa-
per, and muft therefore come immediately to the
polnt.

That Gop is to be worfhipped, is generally
acknowledged ; but that they who worfhip him
in fpirit and in truth have real fellowfhip and
-communion with him, is known only to them-
felves.. The world can neither underftand or be-
JAieve it, Many who would not be thought to
have caft off all reverence for the fcripture, and
therefore do not chufe flatly to contradict the
apoftle’s teftimony, 1 John i, 3. attempt to evade
its force by reftraining it to the primitive times.
They will allow that it might be fo then, but
“they pretend that circumf{tances with us are great-
ly altered.  Circumiftances arc indeed altered
with us, f{o fary that men may now pals for chrif-
tians who confefs and manifelt themf{elves {trangers
to the Spirit of CHriIsT; but who can beligve
that the very nature and defign of chriftianity
fhould alter in the courle of time ; and that com-

munioi
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munion with Gop, which was effential to 1t in
the apoftles days, fhould be now fo unneceflary
and impraticable, as to expofe all who profels
an acquaintance with it to the charge of enthu-
flafm and folly? However, they who have tafted
that the LorD is gracious, will not be difputed
out of their fpiritual fenfes. If they are compe-
tent judges whether they ever faw the light, or
felt the beams of the fun; they are no lefs cer-
tain that, by the knowledge of the gofpel, they
are brought into a ftate of Communion with
Gov. |

Communion prefuppofes union, By nature
we are ftranpers, yea enemies to Gop, but we
are reconciled, brought nigh, and become his
children, by faith in CHr1sT JESUs. We can
have no true knowledge of Gop, defire towards
him, accefs unto him; or gracious communica-
tions from him, but in and through the Son of
his love. He is the medium of this ineftimable
privilege, for he is the way, the only way of in-
tercourfe between heaven and earth ; the finner’s
way to Gop, and Gop’s way of mercy to the
finner. If any pretend to know (Gob, and to
have communion with him, otherwife than by
the knowledge of Jesus CrrisT, whom he hath
fent, and by faith in his name, it is a proof that
they neither know Gop nor themfelves. Gonp,
if confidered abftralted from the revelation of
him(elf in the perfon of Jesus, is a confuming
iire 3 and if he thould look upon us without re-
fpet to his covenant of mercy eftablifhed 1n the
Mediator, we could expeét nothing from. him

but indignation and wrath, But when his Holy
SpIIiE
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Spirit enables us to receive the record which he
has given of his don, we are delivered and fe-

cured from condemnation, we are accepted in

the Beloved, we are united to him in whom all
the fulnefs of the Godhead fubftantially dwells,

and all the riches of divine wifdom, power, and
love are treafured up., Thus in him, as the tem-
ple wherein the glory of Gop is manifefted, and
by him, as the reprefentative and high prieft of
his people, and through him, as the living head
of his myftical body the church, believers main-
tain communion with Gop. 'They have meat
to.eat which the world knows not of, honour
which cometh of Gob only, joy which a ftranger
intermeddleth not with, They are for the moft
part poor and 2fRited, frequently fcorned and
reproached, accounted hypocrites or viflonaries,
knaves or fools; but this one thing makes amends
for all, ¢ They have fellowthip with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus CurisT.”

I would obferve further, that as the incarna-
tion of that Mighty One on whom our help is
Jaid was neceffary, that a perfect obedience to
the law, and a compleat and proper atonement
for in, might be accompliflicd in the human na-
ture that had {inned, and fallen thort of the glory
of Gob ; fo in another view 1t affords us un-
fpeakable advantage for our comfortable and in-
timate communion with Gop by him., 'The
adorable and awful perfeltions of Deity are fof-
tened, if I may fo fpeak, and rendered more fa-
miliar and engaging to our apprehenfions, when
we confider them as refident in him, who is very
bone of our bone, and flefh of our flefh; and

who
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who having by himfelf purged our fins, is now
feated on the right hand of the Majefty on high,
and reigns in the nature of man, over all, Gob
blefled for ever. Thus he who knows our frame
by becoming man like ourlelves, is the {fupreme
and ultimate objelt of that philanthropy, that
human affe€tion which he eriginally implanted
in us., He has made us {ufceptive of the endear-
ments of friendfhip and rclative life ; and he ad-
mits us to communion with himfelf under the
moft engaging charalters and relations, as our
friend, our “bro: ner, and our hufband.

ThC) who, by that faith which is of the ope-
ration of (Gob, are thus united to him in CHR1IsT,
are brought thereby into a {tate of real habitual
communion with him. The degree of its exercife
and fenfible perception on our parts, is various
in different perfons, and in the fame perfon at

difterent times; for it depends upon the commu-
nications we receive from the Lorp the Spirit,
who diftributes to every man feverally according
to his will, adjufting his difpenfations with a
wife and merciful refpeét to our prefent ftate of
difcipline. If we were wholly freed from the
effells of a depraved nature, the {nares of an evil
world, and the fubtil temptaticns of Satan, our
atual communion with Gop would be always
lively, fenfible, and fervent, It will be thus in
heaven; there its exercife will be without ob-
ftruftion, abatement, or interruption., But fo
Jong as we are liable to fecurity, {piritual pride,
indolence, an undue attachment to worldly things,
and irregular diftempered paflions, the Lerp is
pleafed o afford, increafe, fufpend, or renew
the
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the feniible impreflions of his love and grace, in
{uch fcafons and meafures as he fees moft {uitable
to prevent or controll thefe evils, or to humble
us for them, We grieve his Spirit, and he wich-
draws ; but by his fecret power over our hearts
he makes us fenfible of our folly and lofs, teaches
us to mourn after him, and to intreat his return,
Thefe defires, which are the effeCts of his own
orace, he anfwers in his own time, and f{hines
forth upon the foul with healing in his beams.
But fuch is our weaknefs, and fo unapt are we
to retain even thofe leflons which we have learnt
by painful experience, that we are prone to re-
peat our former mifcarriages, and to render a re-
petition of the fame changes neccilary. From
hence it is that what we call our frames are {o
very variable, and that our comfortable fenfe of
divine communion is rather tranficnt than abid-
ing,  But the communion itfelf, upon which the
life and fafety of our fouls depend, 1s never to-
tally obftructed; nor can it be, unlefs Gop
fhould be unmindful of his covenant, and forfale
the work of hisown hands, And when it 1s not
perceptible to fenfe, it may ordinarily be made
evident to faith, by duly comparing what we read
in the feripture with what pafies in our hearts.
I fay, ordinarily, becaufe there may be fome ex-
cepted cafes.  If a believer is unhappily brought
under the power of fome known fin, or has griev-
oufly and notorioufly declined from his profel-
fion, itis poffible that the Lorp may hide him-
felf behind fo dark a cloud, and leave him for a
while to fuch hardnefs of heart, as that be fhall

fcem to himfelf to be utterly deftitute and for-
fakcn,
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faken, -And the like apprehenﬁons may be form-
ed under fome of Satan’s violent temptations,
when he is permitted to come in as a flood, and
to overpower the apparent exercife of every grace
by a torrent of blafphemous and evil imagina-
tions. Yet the Lorp is {hll prefent with his
peopie in the darkeft hours, or the unavoidable
event of fuch cales would be apoltafy or defpair,
Plalm xli, 11.

The communion we fpeak of comprifes a mu-
tual intercourfe and communication 1n love, in
counfels, and in intercits. |

In love. The Lorp, by his Spirit, manifefts
and confirms his love to his people. For this
purpofe he meets them at his throne of grace, and
In his ordinances. There he makes himfelf known
unto them, as he does not unto the world, caufes
his goodnefs to pals before them, opens, applics,
and feals to thein his exceeding great and pre-
cious promifes ; and gives them the Spirit of
adoption, whereby, unworthy as they are, they
are enabled to cry, Abba, Father. He caufes
them to underftand that great love wherewith he
has loved themn, 1n redeeming them by price and
by power, wafhinx them from their {ins in the
blood of the Lamb, recovermg them from the
dominion of Satan, and preparing for them an
everlafting kmr*domj where they fhall fee his
face, and rejoice in his glory, The knowledge
of this his love to thiem, produces a return of
Jove from them to him. They adore him, and
admire him ; they make an unreferved furrender
of their hearts to him. They view him and de-

light in him as their Gop, their baviour, and
their
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their pottion. They account his favour bettet
than life. He is the {un of their fouls: if he is
pleafed to fhine upon them, all is well, and they
are not greatly careful about other things; but
if he hides his face, the fmiles of the whole crea-
tion can afford them no folid comfort, They
efteem one day or hour fpent in the delightful
contemplation of his glorious excellencies, and
in the exprefion of their defires towards him,
better than a thoufand ; and when their love is
moft fervent, they are afhamed that it is fo faint,
and chide and betnoan themfelves that they can
love him no more. This often makes them
long to depart, willing to leave their deareft
earthly comforts, that they may fee him as he
is, without a vail or cloud, for they know that
then, and not till then, they fhall love him as
they ought.

In counfels. The fecret of the Lorp is with
themn that fear him. He deals familiarly with
them. He calls them not fervants only, but
friends ; and he treats them as friends, He af-
fords them more than promiles; for he opens to
them the plan of his great defigns from everlaft-
lafting to everlafting, thews them the ftrong
foundations and inviolable fecurities of his favour
towards them, the height, and depth, andlength,
and breadth of his love which pafleth know-
ledge, and the unfearchable riches of his grace.
He inftruts them in the myfterious tonduct of
his providence, the reafons and ehds of all his
difpenfations in which they are concerned ; and
folves a thoufand hard queftions to their fatisfac-
tion, which are inexplicable to the natura]l wif-
dom of man, He teaches them likewife the

¢ K beauty
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beauty of his precepts, the path of their duty,
and the nature of their warfare. He acquaints
them with the plots of their enemtes, the fnares
and dangers they are expofed to, and the beft
methods of avoiding them. And he permits and
enables them to acquaint him with all their cares,
fears, wants, and troubles, with more freedom
than they can unbofom them{elves to their neareft
earthly friends. His ear is always open to them ;
he is never weary of hearing their complaints,
and an{wering their petitions. 'The men of the
world would account it a high honour and pri-
vilege to bave an unreftrained liberty of accefs
to an earthly king ; but what words can exprefs
the privilege and honour of  behevers, who,
whenever they pleale, have audience of the King
of kings, whofe compafljon, mercy, and power,
are, like his Majelfty, inhinite.  The world won-
ders at their indifterence to the vain purfuits and
amufements by which others are ingroffed ; that
they are fo patient in trouble, fo inflexible in
their conduét, fo well fatisfied with that flate
of poverty and obfcurity which the Lorp for
the moft part allots them ; but the wonder would
ceale, if what pafles in fecret were publicly
known, They have obtained the pearl of great
price, they have communion with Gop, they
derive their wifdom, ftrength, and comfort from
on high, and caft all their cares upgn him who,
they afluredly know, vouchfafes to take care of
them. 'This reminds me of another branch of
their communion, namely, *
. In interefts. The Logp claims them for his
portion, he accounts them his jewels, and their
bappinels in time and eternity is the great end
3 which
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which next to his own glory (and in infeparable
connection with it) he has immediately and 1n-
vartably in view. In this point all his difpenfa-

tions of grace and providence fhall finally ter-
minate. He himfelf is their guide and therr

ouard, he keeps them as the apple of his eye,
the hairs of their head are numbered, and not
an event in their lives takes place out in an ap-
pointed fubferviency to their final good. And
as he is pleafed to efpoufe their intereft, they
through grace are devoted to his.  They are no
Jonger their own, they would not be their own;
it is their defire, their joy, their glory, to live
to him who died for them. He has won their
hearts by his love, and made them a willing peo-
ple in the day of his power. The glary of his
name, the fuccefs of his caufe, the profperity of
his people, the accomplithment of his will, thefe
are the great and leading objects which are en-
graven upon thetr hearts, and to which all their
prayers, defires, and endeavours are direCted.
T'hey would count nothing dear, not even their
lives, if fet in competition with thefe, In the
midft of their affliCtions, if the Lorp is glori-
- fied, if {inners are converted, if the church flou-
rithes, they can rcjoice, bBut when iniquiy
abounds, when love waxes cold, when profel-
{ors depart from the doctrines of truth and the
power of godlinels, then they are grieved and
patited to the heart, ‘Then they are touched in
what they account their neareft intereft, becaufe
it is their LorD’s,
This is the fpirit of a true Chriftian. May
the LorD increafe it in us, and in all who love
K2 his
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his name! I have room only to fubfcribe

myfelf |
Aftetionately yours,

OMICRON.

- LETTER XXV,
On Fartn, and the Communton of SAINTS,

DEear Sir;

I N campliarice with your requeft, I freely givé
A you my fentiments on the particulars you des
fired ; your candour will pafs over all inadvet-
tencies; wheh 1 give you fuch thoughts as offet
themfelves fpontancoufly, and without ftudy: If
the Lorp is pleafed to bring any thing valuable
to my mind, [ {hall be glad to fend it to you;
and I am willing to believe that when Chriftians
in his name and fear are writing to one another,
he does often imperceptibly gaide us to drop
+« a word in feafon ;” which 1 Bopée will be the
cafe at prefent. |

. The firft objet of folicitide to an awakened
fonl, is fafety; the law fpeaks, the finner hears
arid fears ;-a holy Gop is revealed, the finner
fees and trembler 5 every falfe hope is fwept away,
and an earneft inquiry takes place, ** What fhall
“Tdoto befaved ! In proportion as faith is given,
Jesus is-difcovered as the only Saviour, and the
-queftion-is anfwered 3 and as faith incréafes, fedr
Do fubfides
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fubfides, and a comfortable hope of life and im-.
mortality fucceeds.

When we have thus ¢ agood hope through
orace” that heaven fhall be our home, 1 think
the next inquiry is, or fhould be, how we may
poflels as much of heaven by the way as is pof-
{ible; in other words, how a life of communien
with our Lorp and Saviour may be maintained
in the greateft power, and with the leaft inter-
ruption that is confiftent with the prelent imper-
fe&t ftate of things, 1 am perfuaded, dear Sig,
this is the point that lies neareft your heart; and
therefore 1 fhall fpeak freely my mind upon it.

In the firft place, it is plain from Scripture
and experience, that all our abatements, declen-’
fions and languors, arife from a defect of Faith ;.
from the imperfe& manner in which we take uP
the Revelation of our Lorp Jesus CHarisT: in
the fcripture.  If our apprehenfions of him were
nearly fuitable to the charadters he bears in- the
word of Gop ; if we had a ftrong and abiding
fenfe of his power and grace always upon our
hearts, doubts and complaints would ceafe ; this
would make hard things eafly, and bitter things
fweet, and difpofe our hearts with chearfulne(s
to do and fuffer the whole will of Gop. Live
ing upon, and to him as our Wildom, Righte-
oufnefs, Sanétification, Joy and fupreme End
we fhould live a heaven upon earth, The face
of the queftion is therefore a little changed, and
amounts to this, What are the means to encreafe
and ftrengthen our Faith?

I apprehend that the growth of faith (no . lefs
than of all other graces of which faith is the root)
is gradual, and ordinarily effeCed in the ufe of

3 appointed
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appointed means; yet of means not altogether
arbitrary, but appotnted by him who knows our
frame, and therefore works in us, in a way {uit-
£d to thofe capacities he has endued us with.

i, If faith arifes from the knowledge of Curss,
and this knowiedye is only contained in the word
of (Gop,—it follows, that a careful, frequent
perufal of the fcriptures which teftify of Him, is
a fit and a neceffary means of improving our
faith,

I, If befides the outward Revelation of the
Word, there muft be a revelation of the Spirit
of Gobp likewife, whofe office it is ¢ to take of
the things of JEsus, and thew them to the {oul”
by, and according to the written word, Johm xvi.
34.—2 Cor. i1, 18.  And if this Spisit is pro-
mifed and limited to thofe who asé it Thenm 1t
follows likewile, that Secret Ptayer is another
neceflfary means of ftrengthening faith, Indeed
thefe two [ account the prime ordinances.—If
we were (providentially and not wilfully) re-
firained from all the reft, the Word of Grace,
and the Throne of Grace would fupply therr
wants ; with thefe. we might be happy in a dun-
geon or in a defert ; but nothing will compenfate
the neglect of thefe. Though we fhould be en-
gaged in a courle of the beft converfation, and
fermons, from one end of the week to the other,
we (hould languifh and ftarve in the midft of
_plenty ; -our fouls would grow dry and lean, un-
lefs thefe fecret exercifes are kept up with fomé
degree of exactnefs.

ITL. Another means to this purpofe, is Faith-
{ulnels to light already received, Joba xiv, 1§
2.4, efpecm%y ver. 21. It s worth ob(ervatign,

| thal
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that Faith and Fidelity, the act of dependernce
and the purpofe of obedience, are exprefled in
the Grreek by the fame word. I'hough the power
is all of Gop, and the blefling of mere free grace
yet if there i3 any fecret relerve, any allowed
evil connived at in the heart and life, this will
fhut up the avenues to comfort, and check the
growth of faith. I lay very little ftrefs upon
that faith or comfort, which is not affected by
uniteady walking. |

The experience of paft vears has taught me to
‘diftinguifh between ignorance and difobedience.
The Lorp is gracious to the weaknels of his pea-
ple, many involuntary miftakes will not inter-
rupt their communion with him ; he pities theit
infirmity, and teaches them to do better. But
if they difpute his known will, and adl agamit
the diétates of confcience, they will {urely fufier
for it ; this will weaken their hands, and bring,
diftrefs into their hearts. Wilful {in fadly per-
plexes and retards our progrefs. May the LorD
keep us from it. It raifes a dark cloud, and hides
the Sun of Righteoulnels froin our view ; and
till he is pleafed freely to {hine forth again, we
<an do nothing: and for this perhaps he will
make us wait, and ery out ofien, * How jong|
O Lorn ! how long !”

Thus by reading the Word of Gop, by fre..
quent Prayer, by a fimple attention to the LorD’s
Will, together with the ufe of Public Ordinances,
and the Obfervations we are able to make upon
what paflfes within us and without us, which 1s
what we call experience ; the Lorp watering and
blefiung with the influence of his Holy Spirit,
may we grow in grace, and the knewledge af

- ko4 OUsf -
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our Lorp and Saviour, be more humbled in our
own eyes, more weaned from felf, more fixed
on him as our all in all, till at laft we fhall meet
before his threne. .

'The Communion of daints, another point you
defired my thoughts upon, is the great privilege
of all the children of Gob ; they may be fepa-
rate from each other in body, and yet may daily
meet at the Throne of Grace. This is one Branch
of the Communion of Saints, to be prefent in
fpiritito each other; fharing in .common of the
influences of the fame Spirit, they feel the fame
defires, aim at the fame objects, and fo far as
they are perfonally acquainted, are led to bear
each other upon their hearts in prayer. It has
often been an encouragement to me in adark and
dull hour, when rather the conftraint of duty,
than the confideration of privilege, has brought
me upon my knees, to reflect how many heartsy
and eyes, and hands, have been probably lifted
up in the fame moment with mine; this thought
has given me new courage. O what a great fa.
mily has our Father! and what David fays of
the patural, is true of the fpiritual life, Pfalm
cty, ‘¢ Thele all wait upon thee, thou giveft
them their meat in due feafon; that thou giveft
them they gather, thou openeft thine hand, and .
they are filled with good.” Then I particularly
think of thofe, who have been helpful to me in .
time paft; the feafons of fweet communion we
have enjoyed together, the fubje&ts of our mue.
tual complaints, &c. Where are they, or how .
engaged now ! Perhaps this moment praying, or
thinking about me. Then I am roufed to make

their cafes my own, and by attempting to plead
| | for
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for them, I get ftrength to pray for myfelf.- &
IS an encouragement, no doubt, ‘in a field of bat-
tle, to know that the army we belong to is large,
unanimous, all in aflion, prefling on from every
fide againft the common enemy, and gaining
ground in every attack. But if we derive frefh
fpirits from confidering our friends and aflociates
on earth, how fhould we take fire if we could
penetrate within the vail, and take a view of the
mvifible world! We fhould not then complain
that we were ferving Gop alone. O the pum-
bers, the voices, the raptures of that heavenly
hoft ! Not one complaining note, not one difcor-
dant ftring. How many thoufand: years has the:
harmony been f{trengthening, by the hourly ac-
ceflion of new voices!

I fometimes compare this Earth to- a temporary:
Gallery or Stage, ereted for all the heirs of glory:
to pafs over, that they may join in the coronation
of the Great King. A folemnity in which they:
fhall not be mere fpe@ators, but deeply inter~
efted parties, for he is their Hufband,. their Loz n 3
they bear his name, and fhall fhare in all:his ho--
nours, Righteous Abel lcd: the van;—the pros:
¢eflion Las been' fometimes broader,. fometimes.
narrowed to almolt a fingle perfon (as in the days:
of Noah).: After many generations had. fuccefe::
fively entered and difappeared, the King: himfelf ;
pafled on in perfon, preceded by one chofen har--
binger :. he reccived many infults on his paflage,..
but he bore all for the fake of thofe he. loved,.
and entered triumphant into his glory. S

‘He was followed by twelve faithful fervants,;-
and after them the procefion became wider thaa::
sver, ‘There are many yet unborn-who muft (as-:

| | K s we:
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we do now) tread in the fteps of thofe gone be-
fore; and when the whole eompany is arrwed
she ﬂaue fhall be taken down and burnt,

"Fhen all the chofen race fhall meet before the
throne,

Shall blefs the conduct of his Grace, and make
his -wonders known.

Let us then, dear Sir, be of good courage ; all
the Saints on Earth, all the Saints in Heaven, the
Angels of the LoRD, yea, the LorRD of Angels
himfelf—all are on our fide. Though the come
pany. is large,—yet there is roem—many manfi-
ons—a place for you—a place L srult for worth-
lofs mer——

- L am, Dear Sir,
Yours,.
OMICRON.

LETTER XXVE

On the gradual Increafe of GosPE L
ILLuMINATION,

DEar Six,
T HE day is now breaking,. How beautiful its

appearance | how welcome the expectation-

ot the appreachmg Sun! It is this thought makes. -
the dawn agreeable, that it is. the prefage of a.
brightes.
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brighter light ; otherwife, if we expeft no more
day than it is this minute, we fhould rather com-
plain-of darknefs, ‘thdn rejuice in the early:beau-
ties of the morning. Thus the Life of Grace is
the -Dawn of Immortality ; beautiful beyond ex-
prefiion, if compared with the nipht and thick
darknefs which formerly covered us; yet faint,
indiftin€&, and unfatisfying, in compar{on of the
G lory. which {hall be revealed.

Itis, however, a fure Earnet; fo furely as we
now [ee the light of the Sun of Righteoulnefs, fo-
furely fhall we fee the San himfelf, Jesus the
Lor b, in all his Glory and Luftre.  |n the mean .
time, we have reafon to be thankful fora mea-
iure of light to walk and work by, apd fufficient
to thew us the pits and fnares by which we might
be endangered: And we have a promife, that our
prefent Yight fhall: grow ftronger -and ftronger, if.
we are dilicent in the ule of the appointed means,
till the meflenger of Jesus fhall lead us within .
the vail, and then farewt! {hades and obfcurity for -
SVEr, L

[ can now almoft fee. to write, and ‘Jrall foon -
put the extinguifher over my.candle; I:do this
without the leaft reluftance, when I enjoy a bet-
ter light ; but I fhould have been unwilling half
a0 hour ago.. Juft thus, methinks, when the -
hght of the glorious gofpel fhines into the heart,
all our former, fecble lights, our apprehenfions,
and our contrivances, become at once unneceflary,
and unnoticed.! Hdw chearfully did. the apoftle
put out the candle of his .own- righteoufnéfs,. at-
tainments, and diligence, when the true Sun arofe
upon him ¢ Pl it 7, 8. Your laft Jetter is

4s a.comnent upon his determmation, Adered -
; bﬁ
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ve the Grace that has given us to be like-minded,
cven to ¢* account all things but lofs for the ex-
cellency of theknowledge of CHRIsT JEsus the
Lowp,”

Wihile T'am writing, a new luftre, which:gilds
the houfe on the hill oppofite to my ftudy-win-
‘dow, informs me that the fun is now rifing ; he
is rifing to others, but not yet to me ;—my- fitu-
ation is lower, fo that they enjoy a few gleams
“of fun-thine before me, yet this momentary dif-
ference is inconfiderable when compared to the
duration of a whole day, Thus fome are called
by grace earlier in life, and fome later; but the
feeming difference will be loft and vanith when
‘the great day of eternity comes on. Thereis :a
time, the LorD’s beft appointed time, when-he
will arife and fhine upon many a foul that now
fits ¢ in darknefs, and in the region of the fha-
dow of death.”

I have been thinking on the LorD’s conference
with Nicodemus ; it is a copious fubject, and af-
fords room in one part or other for the whole.
round of dotrinal and experimental topics. Ni-
codemus is an encouraging example to thofe,.
who -are feeking the LoRrD’s falvation: he had.
yeceived fome favourable impreflions of JEsus,
but he was very ignorant, and much under the
fear of man, He durft only come by night, and,,
at firft, though he heard, he underftood not; but
he, who opens the eyes of the blind, brought him
furely, though gently, forward, The next time:
we hear of him, he durft put in a word in behalk
of CuRrIsT, even in the midlt of his enemies,
John vii, and at laft, he had the courage openly
“and publicly to aflift in preparing the body of his.
2 Mafles
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Mafter for its funeral, at a time.when our Lorp’s
more avowed followers had all forfook. hjm, and
‘fled.  So true is that, ¢ Then fhall ye know,. if
ye follow on to know the LorD ;” and again,
¢ He giveth power to the faint ; and to. them that
“have no might, he increafeth ftrength.”

[ L
*

Hope then, my foul, againft hope ; though thy
graces are faint and Janguid, he who plapted
-them, will water his own work, and not. fuffer
‘them wholly to die. He can make a little qne as
a thoufand ; at his prefence mountaing fink into
plains, fireams gufh out of the flnty rock, and
the: wildernefs bloffoms ds the rofe. e .can pull
“down what fin builds up, ;and build up what fin
. pulls down ;. that wbich was . impoffible, ta .us, is
<afy to him,, and he has bid 1us expect fealéns of
t¢frefbment from his prefence: . Even lo, come,
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 The Beccar.

¥ T Ncourag’d by thy word
Of promife to the poor,.
Behold a begear, Lorbp,

Waits at thy mercy’s dooar !
No hand,.no heart; O Loxp, but thine,

Can- help or pity wants like mine.

2. The beggar’s ulual plea

Relief from men .to . gain, .

If offer’d unto thee,

I know thou would’ft difdain:
And thofe which move. thy. oracious ear,,
Are fuch as men wou’d {corn to hear.

3.1 have no right to fay,

That tho’ 1.now am- poor,.

Yet once therc was a day .

When I poffefled more.
Thou know'ft that from my very birth, |
I've been the pooreft wretch on. earth...

4.Nor can 1 dare profefs,
As beggars often: do,
Tho’ great is my diftrefs, .
My faults have been but few.
If thou fhould’ft leave my foul to flarve;

It wou’d be what I.well defesve, .
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s 'Twere folly to pretend
I never beg'd before ;

Or, if thou now befriend,
I'll trouble thee no more.
Thou often halt reliev’d my pain,

And often 1 muft come again.

6 Tho’ crumbs are much too good
For fuch a dog as I,

No lefs than children’s food
My foul can fatisfy.
O! do not frown and bid me go,
I muft have ALL thou canft beltow..

7 Nor can I willing be-

Thy bounty to conceal

From others who, like me,

Their wants and hunger feel.
Pll tell them of thy mercies ftore,.
And try to fend a thoufand more,

3 Thy thoughts, thou only wifc,
Our thoughts and ways tranfcend,.
Far as the arched fkies
Above the earth extend,
Such pleas as mine men wou’d not bear .
But Gob. receives a beggar’s prayr.
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Every Creature at Gon’s Command.

1 ELI]AH’S example declares,
- Whatever diftrefs may betide,
The faints may commit all their cares

To him who will always provide.
When rain long withheld from the eartls

Occafion’d a famine of bread,
The prophet, fecur’d from the dearth,

By ravens was conftansly fed.

2 More likely to rob than to feed;

Woere ravens who live upon prey;

But where the Lor p’s people have need,.
His goodnefs will find out a way.

This inftance, to thofe may feem ftrange,.
Who know- not how faith can. prevail ;.

But fooner all nature fhall change,
Than. one of Gop’s promifes faik.

-

3 Nor is it a fingular cafe ;-

The wonder is often renew’d’;

And many may fay to Gop’s praile;.
By ravens he fendeth them food, =

Thus worldlings, tho’ ravens indeed;
Tho' greedy and felfifh theit miads, - - -

If Gop has a fervant to feed, ™ ° " 7 - -
Agaiaft their own wills can. be kinds
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4 Thus atan, the raven unclean,
That croaks in the ears of the faints,
O’errul’d by a power unfeen, |
Adminifters oft to their wants :
Gob teaches them how to find food,
From all the temptations they- feel :
This raven, who thirfts for my blood,
Has help’d me to many a meal,

5 How fafe and how happy are they
Who on the good Shepherd rely!
He'll give them out ftrength for their day,
Their wants he will furely fupply. |
He ravens and lions can tame ;
All creatures obey his command ;
Then let me rejoice in his name,
And leave all my cares in his hand,

Io is remarked by Naturalifts, that young Ravens are forfalsen be-
fore they are fledged, and would ftarve if Providence had not
appointed, that the fcraps of raw meat dropped round the neft
engenders maggots and worms, which, with flies and infeéls
attrated thereby, fupport life till they can rove for food, “Fhus
Gonp feedeth the young Raveas,

1

The Word of Gop more precious than
- Gold. |

I P Recious Bible! what a treafure ~.
Does the word of Gop afford?
All T want for life or pleafure,

Foop & MED’CINE, SHIELD & sSWORD,
Let the world account me poor,
Having this I need no more.

.

N

Y
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2 Foop to which the woild’s a ftrapger,
Here m}'hunnry foul enjoys ;
Of excefs there 1s no danger,
Tho’ it fills, it never cloys.

On a dying Curist ! feed,
Here 15 meat ard drink 1ndeed.

3 When my faith is faint and fickly,
Or when Satan wounds my mind,
Cordials to revive me quickly,
Heahng mED’cINEs here I find :
Tao the promifes 1 ﬂee,

Each zffords a Iemedy -

4 In the hour of dark temptatlon
Satan cannot make me yleld
For the word of confolauon |
Is to me'a mxc‘my SHIELD.
-~ While the fmpmre-'tmths ehdure,

From his pow’r I'm, fecure.”

y Vain his threats to overcome me,
When [ take the Spirrt’s swor D,
‘T hen with-eafe 1-drive him from me, -

-Datan 1rcmb'ea at the. wmd-
*Tis a {word for conquelt made,
Keen the edge, and tharp the blade.

6 Shall I cnvy then the miler
Doating on his golden ftore?
Sure I am, or fhou’d be mfer,
" I am rich, ’tis he 1 is 'poor. h
JEsus gives me in his word -
Food and med’cine, fhield and {word.

!
1

! -
()
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MooNLIGHT.

I HI. moon has but a borrow’d light,

A faint and fceble ray ;
She owes her beauty to the night,
And hides herfelf by day,

2 No chearing warmth her beam conveys,
Tho’ pleafing to behold-:
We might upon her brightnefs gaze
Till we were ftarv’d with- cold.

3 Juft fuch is all the light to man
Which Reafon can impart;

It cannot thew one obje&t plain,
Nor warm the frozen heart.

4 Thus moonlight-views of truth divine .
To many fatal prave;

For what avails in gifts to fhine,
Without a fpark of love?

5 The gofpel, like the fun at noon,
Aftords a glorious light
Then human reafon’s boafted moon’
Appears no Jonger brighe,

6 And Grace, not only light beffows,
But adds a quick’ning pow’r:
The defert blofloms like the rofe,
And fin prevails no more.

R X
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SELF-ACQUAINTANCE:

Y E AR Lorp, accept a finful heart
Which of itlelf complains,
And mourns with much and frequent fmart,
The evil it contains.

2 Thofe fiery feeds of anger lurk,
That often hurt my frame,
And wait but for the tempter’s work

To fan them to a flame.

3 Legality holds out'a bribe
To purchafe life from thee,
And difcontent would fain prefcribe
How thou fhait deal with me.

4 While unbelief withftands thy grace,

And puts the mercy by,
Prefumption, with a brow of brafs,

Says, Give me, of I die,

z How eager are my thoughts to roam

In queft of what they love!
But ah ! when duty calls them home,

How heavily they move!

6 O cleanfe me in a Saviour’s blood,

Transform me by thy power,
And make me thy belov’a abode,

And let me rove no more.

¥ W
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Tur K I T E:
O R

PRIDE Must #ave A FALL,

My waking dreams are beft conceal’d,
Much folly, little g?ocf they yield;
But now and then I gainy when fleeping,
A friendly hint that’s worth the keeping ;
Lately I dreamt of one who cry’d
““ Beware of [elf, beware of pride
 [Vhen you are prone to build a Babel,
“ Recal to mind this little fable.”

O NCE on a time a paper kite

Was mounted t6 a wondrous he:ght;
Where, giddy with its elévation,

It thus exprefs’d felf-admiration:

¢t See how yon crowds of gazing people

Admire my flight above the {teeple, -
How would they wonder if they knew -

All that a kite like me can do!

Were I but free, I'd take a ﬂlght, |
And pierce the clouds beyond their ﬁghtn
But ah ! like a poor pris’ner bound,

My ftring confiries me near the ground ;
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I'd brave the eagle’s tow’ring wing,
Might I but fly without a ftring,”

It tuge’d and pull’d, while thus it fpoke,
To break the {tring—at laft it broke.
Depriv’d at once of all its ftay,

In vain it try'd to foar away;

Unable its own weight to bear,

It flutter’d downward thro’ the air
Unable 1ts own courfe to guide,

The winds foon plung’d it in the tide.
Ah! foolifh kite, thou had®t no wing,
How couldft thou fly without a ftring !

My beart reply’d, < O Lorbp, I fee
How much this kite refembles me !
Forgetful that by thee I ftand,

Tmpatient of thy rulino hand ;

How oft I've wifh’d to break the lines
Thy wifdom for my lot afigns ?

How oft indulg’d g vain defire

For fomething more, or fomething higher ?

And but for grace and love divine
A fall thus dreadful had been mipe.”

VaniTy of the WorLbD.

1 £ Y OD gives his mercies to be fpent ;

I Your hoard will do your foul np good ;
Gold is a blefling only lent,

Repaid by giving others fopd,
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2 T'he world’s eitcem is but a bibe
'T'o buy their peace you'll {eil your own ;
T'he flave of a vainglorious tribe,
Who hate you while they muke vou known,

3 The joy that vain amufements give,
O fad conclufion that it brings ;
T'he honey of a crouded hive,
Defended by a thoufand ftings.

4 "T'is thus the world rewards the fools
‘T'hat live upon her treach’rous fmiles 3
She leads them blindfold by her rules,

And ruins all whom fhe beguiles.

s Gop knows the thoufands who g0 down
From pleafure nto endlels woe:
They give a long defpairing groan,
And dread their Maker as they 20,

6 O fearful thought! be timely wife,
Delight but in a Saviour’s charms;

And Gobp fhall take you to the fkies,
Embrac’d in everlafting arms.

LicuT {hining out of Darkugss.

I O D moves in a my({terious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants his footfteps in the fca,
Ana rides upon the ftorm.
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2 Deep in unfathomable miines
Of never-failing fkill,

He treafures up his bright defigns,
And works his fov'reign will,

2 Ye fearful faintsy frefh courage take ;
The clouds ye fo much dread
Are big with mercy; and fhall break

In bleflings on your head,

4 Judge not the LorDp by feeble fenfe
But truft him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence
He hides a niiling face.
s His purpofes will ripen faft,
Unfolding every hour;
‘The bud may have 4 bitter tafte;
But fweet will be the flower.

6 Blind unbelief is fure to err,
And fcan his work in vain:
Gop is hs own interpreter;
And he will make it plain.

The barren Fré-TREE,
X THE Church a garden is,

In which believers {tand,

Like ornamental trees,
Planted by Goo’s own hand.
His Spirit waters 2ll their roots;

And ev’ry branch abounds with fruits, ,
2 Bt
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2. But other trees there are
In this enclofure grow,
Which tho’ they promife fair
Have only leaves to fhow ;

No fruits of grace are on them found,
‘They are but cumb’rers of the ground,

3 The Under-Gard’ner grieves,
In vain his ftrength he fpends,
For heaps of ulelefs leaves
Aftord him {mall amends.
He hears the Lorp his will make known
‘T'o cut the barren Fig-trees down,

4 How difficult his poft!
What pangs his bowels move !
To find his wifhes croft,
His efforts ufelefs prove.
His laft relief 15 earneft pray’r,
““ Lorp fpare them yet another year,”

s Opare them, and let me try
What further means may do;
I'll freth manure apply,
My digging T'll renew;
Who knows, but yet they fruit may yield ?
If not—'tis juft, they muft be fell’d,
6 If under means of Grace,

No means of Grace appear,
It 15 a dreadful cale,

Tho’ Gobp may long forbear ;
At length he’ll ftrike the threat’ned blow,
And lay the barren Fig-tree low,

L.
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Praise to the REDEEMER.

1 ¥ ET uslove and fing and wonder, -
Let us praife the Saviour’s name;
He has hufh’d the law’s loud thunder,
He has quench’d mount Sinai’s flame ;
He has wafh’d us with his blood,
He has brought us nigh to Gob.

2 Let-us love the Lor D who bought us,
Pity’d us when enemies ;
Call’d us by his grace, and taught us,
(ave us ears, and gave us eyes.
He has wafh’d us with his blood,
He prefents our fouls to Gop,

g Let us fing, tho’ fierce temptation
Threaten hard to bear us down ;
For the Lor b, our ftrong falvation,
Holds in view the congqu’ror’s crown,

He who wafh’d us with his blood,

Soon will bring us home to Gonb.

g Let us wonder, grace and juftice
Join and point to mercy’s ftore :
When thro’ grace in CHRIsT our truft is,
Juftice finiles and afks no more.
He who wath’d us with his blood,
Has fecur’d our way to Gob.
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§ Eet us praife and join the chorus
Of the faints enthron’d on high'!
Here they trufted him before us,
Now their praifes fill the tky.
Thou haft walh’d us with thy blood,

Thou art worthy, Lamb of Gop '

6 Yes we praile thee, gracious Saviour j
Wonder, love, and blefs thy name ;
Pardon, LorD, our poor endeavour:
Pity, for thou knowft our frame.

Woath.our fouls and fongs with blood,
For by thee we come to Gob.

The converted SINNER,

Y I Afk’'d the Lorp that I might grow
In faith and love, and ev’ry grace;.
Micht more of his falvation know,

And feek more earneftly his face.
v

2 *T'was he who taught me thus to pray ;
And be, I trult, has an{wer'd pray’r;
But it has been in fuch a way
As almoft drove me to delpair.

3 1 hop’d that in {ome favour'd bour,
At once, he'd grant me my requeft,
And by his love’s conftraining pow'r
Subdue my fins, and give me reft..

L 2
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A inftead of this, he made me feel
T'ke hidden evils of my heart,
Ard let the angry pow’rs of hell
Affault my foul in ev’ry part,

£ Yea more, with his own hand he feem’d
Intent to aggravate my woe ;
Crofs’d all the fair defigns I fchem’d,
Blafted my gourds, and laid me low.

6 Lorp! why is this? T trembling cry’d:
Wilt thou purfue thy worm to death ?
"T'is in this way, the LorD reply'd,
I anfwer pray’r for grace and faith.

% Thele inward trials I employ

From felf and pride to fet thee free,
And break thy {chemes of worldly joy,

‘That thou may’ft feek thy all in me.

The Passinc-BeL L,

i F'T as the bell with {olemn toll
Speaks the departure of a foul,
Lect each one afk himfelf, Am I

Prepar’d, fhould I be call’d to die?
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2 Only this frail and fleeting breath

Preferves me from the jaws of death
Soon as it fails, at once 'm gone,

And plung'd into a world unknown.

3 Then leaving all I lov’d below,
To Gon’s tribunal I mult go;
Muft hear the Judge pronounce my fate,

And fix my everlafting {late.

4 But could I bear to hear him fay,
¢« DEPART, ACCURSED, far away ;

With devils in the Joweft hell
Thou art for ever doom’d to dwell.”

¢ Lorp Jesus! help me now to fiee,
And feck my hope alone in thee
Apply thy blood, thy Spirit give,
Subdue my fins, and in me live,

6 Then when the folemn bell I hear,
If fav’d from euilt, I=ueed not fear: -
Nor would the thought diftrefling be,
Perhavs it next may toil for me.

7 Rather my fpirit would rejuice,
And wait impatient for thy voice ;
(3lad when it bids me carth rehgu,
Sccure of heav’n, if theou art miae.

KK
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Betore SErMonN.

;i O ES it not grief and wonder move

T'o think of lirael’s dreadful fall,
Who needed miracles to prove

Whether the LorD were Gop, or Baal!”

2 Methinks I fee Elijah ftand,

His features glow with love and zeal ;
In faith and prayer he lifts his hand,

And makes to heav’n his great appeal.

3 0O Gobn! if I thy fervant am,
If ’tis thy meflage fills my heart;
Now glorify thy holy name.
And thew this people who thou art.”

4 He fpoke, and lo, afudden flame
Con{um’d the wond, the duft, the ftone :

The people ftruck, at once proclaim,
“ The Lorp is Gop, the Lonrp alone.”

g Like him we msurn an awful day,
When more for [azal than Gobp appear ;
Like him, believers, let us pray, )
And may the Gob of Ifrael hear

6 Lorp ! If thy fervant fpeaks thy truth,
If he indeed 1s fent by thee;
Confirm the word to all our youth,
Al et th: m thy {alvation fec.
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7 Now may th)lr Spirit’s holy fire

Pierce ev’ry heart that hears thy word,
Confume each hurtful vain defire,

And make them know thou art the Lorp.

On the New YEAR,

1 HILE with ceafelefs courfe the fun
Hafted thro’ the former year,

Many fouls their race have run,
Never more to meet us here.

Fix’d in an eternal flate,

They have done with all below,
We a little longer wait,

But how Little—none can know.

2 As the winged arrow Bies
Speedily the mark to find,
As the light’ning from the fkics
Darts and leaves no trace behind ;
Swiftly thus our fleeting days
Bear us down life’s rapid fiream
Upwards, Lorp, our fpirits raife,
All below i1s but a dream,

3 Thanks for mercies paft receive ;
Pardon of our fins renew;

Teach us henceforth how to live,
With eternity in view,
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Blefs the word to young and old;
Fill us with a Saviour’s love ;
And when life’s fhort tale 15 told,
May we dwell with thee above,
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