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ADVERTISEMENT.

AS many friends, who were witnesses of the
sweet._frame of mind experienced by my lately deceased parent,
have expressed a desire of seeing the account published ; in
compliancc with their request, and in hopes that others will be
profited and encouraged by-the perusal, it i ;herg"orc‘ubmzttcd
to the public eye. '

Broadmead, Bristol, ' p
O¢t. 24, 1791, .-

“BROWNE,



THE
REALITY anp POWER

OF

The Religion of Fesus Christ, &c.

e

MR. WILLIAM BROWNE was born at Honiton, in
Devonshire, in the year 1721,  His father, Mr. Joun
BrownNE, for many years filled an honorable flation in the
church of Crist. He was a child of many prayers; which
were anfwered by his preferyation from the fnares of youth, and
an early impreflion of divine things.,  The labours of the Rev:
Mr. Joun Barr, who publicly defended the doftrine of the
Trinity againft the esrors of that day, were bleflzd to his conver-
fion ; and at the age of fixteen he was admitted a member of the
church, In early life he followed the prafltice of one of his
pious relations,* in writing the fubftance of fermons, as delivered

from the pulpit, and publicly repeating them on Sabbath-day and

Friday evenings, He was appointed to the office of Deacon,
in which he continued till bis removal from the country. After
the death of Mr. Bavy, his fucceffor, tho’ an eminently pious
Chriftian, was by no means zealous for the diftinguithing doc-
trines of grace ; the effefts wherzof were feen and felt in the de-
clenfion of that church: and Mr. BrowxE, tho’ eflentially
grounded in thofe truths, yet did not altogether fee the import-
ance of them ; this led him into a degree of legality, which ad-

* His father’s fifter, who, for many years, took down fermons in
thort hand, and publicly repeated them at evening meetings.
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hered to him for many years, . Duiing this part-of his Iife, the
Lozp was pleafed to exercife him with heavy trials, in fanily
«Mlictions, and’ being twice deprived of his property by the de-
vouring flames,*  After his removal from the country, and uni-
ting thh the Lhurdl in Castle - Green, which was about feven
vears ago, his views were much evangchzed under the minifira.
tons of its late invaluable pafior,+ and his foul was much firength-
cned and comforted by the fweet enjoyment of gofpel truth. For
lome years palt he was affiiied with fome intem?l complains,
which ballied the fkill of the faculty to remove, When he fick-
ened for death, he appeared rather anxious for relief and recove-
1y 3 but as his diforders increafed his anxiety decreafed, and be
grew remarkably compofed and reﬁgned to the divine will. The
latter end of Auguft he was feized {o violently, that, in his own
apprehenfion and the apprchcnf ion of his friends, he was very near
“death : then the Lorp was gracnouﬂy plea{ed to manifeft hlmfclf
© to his foul, and entirely. remom-ﬂmg-and fear. of death, S0
\ firongly was his mind imprefled with divine things, that he coulg
not fleep for near a fortnight, during which period ten thoufard
precious {entiments dropt from his lips, which efcaped the recol-
leftion of attending relations and friends. = His vifitors were
numerous, who were all ‘witnefles of the heavenly frame of his
' foul, to, 'whom he, exprefled himfelf in the moft fpiritual and
- tranfporting language.  His fon happening to be in Lendon a
that time, on his return found him exceedingly happy ; and im-
med-ately (fo near as can be recollefled) addrefled him, in the
following manner ; ¢ I thought two or three days agorl fhould
¢ never fce you again in'this world ; I thought I fhould have been
¢ gone to my Fether’s houle, to my heavenly home ; but tke
¢ Lorp hath reifed me up a litrle. O what mercies does fuch
% afinuerasI enjoy ! O what grace,doth the Lo r b manifelt to

* July 20,1747 Auguft 21, 1765. . + Rev. Jofeph Hofkins.
" o C  fuch

q

|



[ 5]

« fuch a one as me ! *Tis all mercy : all grace. I 'have nothing
« to plead, but Mercy ! the mercy of Gop in Curist Jesus,
« —— The LorD called me betimes to a knowledge of him-
« felf, and enabled me to feek him in my youngef years ; now
« he does not fail por forfake me ¢ he is faithful that hath pro-
« mifed. The Lorp enabled me to chufe him for a portion in
¢ my youth, aud now I find him juft fuch a poy tion as I want.
% ——— 1 am furprized at what Gobp is doing for me, Was
« ever fuch a finner favored as I am ? Did ever Gop difplay
% fuch love to a wretch like me? Thave done with MER1T n0w.
« T acknowledge that no duty I ever performed was worthy the
« notice or acceptance of Gop.: 1 fee fin mixed with themall,
« If I am faved, it muft be all mercy; free mercy 1 His
fon obferving to him, that the way of falvation did not appear in
palt years fo plain as at prefent, he replied, with peculiar ener-
gys  No, that was my ignorance and my fin : -1 am athamed to
& think how I have robbed Gop of his glory, in not afcribing
% to him the glory due to his holy name. My fin hath been
& great in this refpeft: bleffed be Gon 1 was brought to Bristol,

« ] now fee 'tis grace, free grace, demands and deserves the
-grace, ’

% praife. Not unto me, O Lorp, not unto me, but unto thy
« name be all the praife and all the glory.”> He then made
fome enquiries about friends in London. Being informed tht
fome of them were gone to glory : he replied, ¢ 1 fhall foon,

“ very foon, follow them.” He then repeated fome verfes of
Doftor WarTs’s hymns :

¢ Firm as the earth thy gofpel flands,
« My Lorp, my life, my truft ;
&« 1€ 1 am found in Jesu’s hands,
¢ My foul can ne’er be loft.” .
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% No, that it cannot ; for he will keep that which I have com-
** mitted fo him againft that day.”

¢ His honour is engag’d to rave .

R ¢ The meaneft of his fheep;

v

¢ All that his heavenly Fathey gave .

¢ Iy hands fccurely keep.

¢ Nor death, nor hell fhall e’er remove

% Hijs fav'rites from his breaft ;
In the dear bofom of his love
% They mufl for ever refl,”

———

o Bencath his fmiles my *heart hath liv’d,

¢ And part of heav'n poffefs'd ;

¢ I'll praife his name coreceiv'd,

“ And truﬂ him for the refl.”

¢ And I never can truft him in vain.,”

Ie was‘ faichful and pointed in his advice and admonitions te

his friends and relatives ; moft earnefily praying' with and for
them, that they might be all partakers of divine grace; ¢ For,”
faid he, ¢ I cannot bear the tthought that one Browne fhould
¢ be fhut out from Heayen,”

»

To a lady, who exprefled her joy on feeing him fo cheerful,
he faid, ¢ I would sing, but cannot till I get the other fide

¢ Fordan : then I will fing fo loud as to ma

* again with the delighuful {ong,”

N

ke all Heaven ring
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To his daughter he faid, ¢ What am I? a poor finful worm,
not deferving the leaft crumb of mercy ; yet the Laxzp hath:

kS

EN

kept mc'by his mighty power, through faith, unto {ulation,
@ — He hath cloathed me with his righteoufnefs” — O that
¢ mine eyes might be ever towards the. Lorp. — C how {weet
¢ are thy thoughts unto me! — I long to be gone; to be, for
& ever, with the LorD 3 I fhall behold his face in righteoufnefs,
¢ and fhall be fatisfied, when I awake up in his likenefs.”

On his fon’s enquiring one morning how he was, ¢ A won-
der,” faid he, to myfelf; that the Lor b fhould be fo good avd
gracious to me ; not one cloud ; not one fear; he is fulfiling
all his promifes : The Loxrp fhall wipe away all tears from
& mine eyes : RO more forrow ; no more fighing 3 no more cry~
ing ; for the former things arc .pailed away. Worthy is the
& Lamb that was flain, to receive blefling, and honour, and.
% glory, and power ; for he hath wafhed us from our fins in his
 blood, and made us kings and priefls unto Gop, for ever.” o
— At another time his fon afking him a fimilar queftion, he
replied, ¢ Wai:ing for the falvation of the Lorn. I fear 1
¢ am too impatient, yet I long to.be gone. Come, Lorp
« Jesus! Come quickly ! Why are thy chariot wheels fo long
« in coming! Haste, my Beloved, and remove these interpo-
« sing days! 1am goingto {ee my father, mother, bro.her and
« his wife, and aunt MARY : there I fhall fee as I am feen, and
« know as 1 am- known.” —— Groaning a litdle, - he checked
himfelf. ¢ I groans but I would not murmur, or be impatients
¢ Wherefore fhoutd 2 living man complain ; a-man for the pu-
¢ nifhment of his fin. Pray for mie, that I may, calmly, wait
« Gop’s will. His time is the beft time : his ways are in the
% deep: his paths are in the mighty waters 3 and his footfteps
: « age

-

¢

3

-

3




i

I
]

o~ .

C —

' L8] b
“ are not known, When I reflet on the various anethods of 1
% Providence, I cannot help admiring the wonders of divine
¢ mercy in his dealings towarq me, a poor wotm. Few have
¢ experienced more loffes by fire and aftliftions ¢han | have; yet
¢ the Loxp hath always appeardd for me, Iy the mountof '
“ the LorD it hath been feen 5 and he hath made my fater |-
% days, like Jos’s, more comfortable and eafy than the begin.
% ning. —— To fee friends and acquaintance from al| quarters, _3
¢ I caonot be fufficiently thankfu]: But, O! what is this, whey
¢ compared with a fight of Jesus! Heis the chief among ten
¢ thoufand, and altogether lovely 4 :
To one he faid, “ You came to fee dying man: this x5
 fight not worth feeing, How different the fight when I fhal
“ appear before Gob, in glory ! I fhall have no occafion. for
« gay cloathing, or earthmﬁfe'ﬂ'durrﬁr'thcn I fhall haveq

¢ crown of glory on my head ; and thine; like 2 far, for ever
<% and ever ! o :

To a gendeman, ¢ I have chofen my funeral text * and
“ hymn, Remember Me. He hath remembered me, with thy

- favor which he beareth to his own people. The Loro wil

“ perfect that which concerneth me, Thy mercy, O Goo,
% endureth for ever : fulfil the work of thine own hands.”

* On the Sabbath following, the 23d of Ofober, the Rev. Mr.
Hzv preached his funeral fermon, according to the defire of the de-
ceafed, from Nehemiah, chap. xiii, ver, 22: ¢ Remember me, O
my Gobp, concerning this alfo, and fpare me according to the greate

nefs of thy mercy. ..., After fermon the defired hyma was fung,
See the laft page, ' )
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To another gentleman, ¢ O how ofien have I looked round
% on your daughters and niece, and carvefily prayed that they:
% might be eminent for piety in thelr day and gencratiop, I
# was enabled to chufe Gob in my youth, and I never repented
The Lorp is my poriion, faith my foul;

2+ the choice.
,* thercfore will I hope in him.- I am rich, infinitely rich, in
3 having fuch a poriion as Gob is; ke cannot fail me.”

About the middle of September he appeared fomewhat bettee.
Fhe Doflor told him he might revive a liule: he replied, with
nnﬁderable emotion, ¢ Do&or, if I thought you fpoke in earn~
K eft, I thould be almoft angry. If I could have my choice; L
“ would not return to the world for a waggon load of gold and:

¢ filver,”
_ The next day he faid to his fon, ¢ I am rather low, my {prits
“are funk ; T muft not expeét it to be all funfhine. What a
K mercy he hath beflowed fo many of the confolations of grace,
¢ When I recollett how many eminent faints have gone to bed
¢ in the dark ; that the candle of the Lorp fhou!d fhine about
o me,. who am I that I fhould be fo highly favored P — I want
! faith, hope, love, and all the graces of the Holy Spirit, to be
K *in lively exercife.” The fame evening he faid to him,
‘ * You are now called (o fec a parent die : blefled be Gop, the
( * great work of Iife is done ; not done by me, but the Lo b
i hath done great things for me. If the Loxrp was plealed to
o fay, come up hither, 1 would not gainsay it if I'could ; no,
. not for a moment.————How will the inhabitants of Heaven
s wonder, when they hear my tale of mifery and mercy ! If
7 ever any one had reafon to fing of grace, Ihave: I will fiug,
it as loud as any, Grate! Grace!”

On
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Onthe right of the 16th of September, his fon watched wih
him, and, fuppofing it might be his laft night, was pamcularly
careful to write 'down every fentence of importance that drop
ped from his lips. —————— In the courfe of the night he ai,
¢« Give me one promife that is founded, and grounded, and ch
¢ tablifhed ; tAis is worth ten thoufands of gold and filver." — “
His fon wifhing him to be compofed, he faid, ¢ I would be ; i
¢ filent, but I cannot help admiring and adoring the riches of )
¢ grace : — whillt I have my tongue I muft fpeak for Goo. '
& ———The Lorp will give Grace and Glory ; no good hisg -
¢ 'will he withold from thofe that walk uprightly. O Lozodf k‘
Hofts, blefled is the man that trufteth in thee, If it is thewil *
& of the Lorp, I with for a fpeedy difmiffion ; but the will
& of the Lorp be done. The world, and the things of thc
¢ world, are all nothing tome; My Gop will hear me: hat
& js all my &lvauon.&);ﬂﬂgﬁtzl and all my fong, How °
¢ will they all fing and rejoice When 1 pitch the tane: I fhall *
¢ never clofe it.  To celebrate redeeming grace and dying Jove,
¢ T know not where to begin, or how to proceed. Whenthe *
¢ Lornp fhall urnagain my captivity, I fhall be like them that -
« dream. I fhall fing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb, Al
¢ that the Lox b doth is right, —— It is the Lorp, letlumdo
¢ with me what feemeth good in his fight, O what hands aml
« in! the beft of hands. The beft of mafters do 1 ferve: the
é¢ beft of wages fhall I receive, The blood of Jesus Curust,
¢ his fon, cleanfeth from all fin: there flands that everlallingj
« promife, and I do not know what faith would defire morc.j
s¢ The foundation of Gop flandeth fure, having this feal; the
¢« Lorp knoweth them that are his; and let every one that’
- & pameth the name of CHRIST depart from iniquity, To be
6 where

-«
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¢ where JEsus is! that will be the beft company ; the beft of
¢ employments, the befl of enjoyments. To you that believe
¢ he is precious : I found him fo many years ago; I find him
¢.fonow, TheLorn is not flack concerning his promifes, as
¢ fome men count flacknefs ; but is long fuffering to us ward,
¢ not willing that any fhould perifh, but that all hould come to
¢ repentance.”

The next day he laid in 2 drowfy flate, fo that fcarce a word
ropped from his lips, and the Sabbath following his fon paiting
vith him to go a journey, he took the moft affeftionate leave,
ecommending him to the Gop of Grace and Salvation. On
hat day he was judged to be in dying circumftances ; but, to the
ftonifhment of all his friends, he revived, and lived to that day
sonth’; during which time he was remarkably calm, compofed,
nd patient. . Being much afflifted in his mouth and throat, he
¢ldom fpake; fometimes not a fentence in aday. His fon fe-
‘eral times enquired how he found his mind, his reply generally
vas & Waiting, = When shall the time come 2 When will the
¢ Lorp work deliverance 2 On obferving, that his faith had
een tried and found flerling, he was now called to the exercife
f patience, he replied, ¢ Let patience have its perfett work,”

About two days prior to his death, his fon afked him, for the
aft time, how it was within: he replied, ¢ Al quiet.”” On
Jabbath-day, the 16th of Ofober, about noen, he changed for
leath, About two he faid, « I long to be there,” which were
iis laft intelligible words : and about {even in the evening breathed
us laft,
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- ,, Comgofed byt the Rev. M; Huuxs, ,‘"."":f'» ‘
Qung after *his EéUNER.AL SERMQN.

0 THOU from whom all gooanefs ﬂow1
T lift my héart to'Thee :

LI

Deax LORD, : anember mg! B

’Vhﬁe op: ’my poiox: dlﬁreifcd hpaﬁ:
My fins lieheavily, -, o

My pardoh{peaks; new peace. 1mpart, :
In l.ove « R.emember amel?

Te tauons fore oB{tru& - wa )
% fhake‘ mLfanh in Thejé e Doa

O ivé me ﬁrengr‘h**}:mm as my da,y
% or goo,d «, Remember me !

L
P

\Vhe'n,' i 'defertxéﬂ’é dlfmal mght, B
Thy faee I camot’ fee; - -

Then, Low, -arifey with gkmbus lgght

‘And il Remember mg”’ .

Thé hour is riear conﬁgn*d to- &eath,

1 own the juft decree; .
Saviour, with my laft- pamqg brcath
Illay « Remember me.!” |

Ag., ‘r’l‘NISm
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