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SERMON IV.

Rericious YOUTH invited to Early -
| COMMUNION. | '

Isa. XLIV. 3,—5.

T will pour out Water upon bim that is thirfry,
and Floods upon the dry Ground. I will

pour iy Spirit upon hy Seed, "and my Blef~
fing .upon thine- Offspring s and they fball
fpring up ‘as among the Grafs, as Willows
by the Water-courfes.  One fhall ay, I am
the LORD’s, and another fhall call bimfelf
by the Name of Jacob, and fubferibe” with
bis Hand unto the LORD, and furname
bimfelf by the Name of lrael, o

===71 N the firft Hearing of thefe
gl aSil Words, you will eafily ap-

| prehend, that they. afford’
Abundance of very proper
Matter for a Difcourfe to,
=== young People; but you may
perhaps be furprized when I-tell you, that
L 2 ] fhill
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I thall take Occafion from them to addrefs
religious Youth, with a large Invitation to
an early Attendance on the Table of the
LLORD.

THisis a Surprize which I do not at 4l
affect to give: For to prefs in a Scripture to
{ferve a Purpofe foreign to its original De-
{ign, and to turn a mere Allufion into an
Argument, 15, in 1ts Degree, to bandle the
Ford of GOD deceitfully,(a) and 1s mdeed
an Injury to it, rather than an Honour. Se
that I much fear that by thus attempting
to make every thing of the Scripture, we
fhal] at length come to make nothing of it:
For thofe feemingly diftant Extremes ap-
proach nearer to each other, than fome feem
to be aware.,

But I hope, my Fnends, you have
learnt to ]udge of the Pertinency of Scripture
to any Purpofe in hand, not merely by the
firlt Sound of the Words, but by an atten-
tive View of its Senfe and Conneétion
and when the Words 1 have ‘been rﬁadmg

are diligently examined, they may appear
more fu1table to my Defign, than you at
firlt apprehended.

Tuo’> GOD had before been reproving
Ifracl with great Severity, and fetting their
Sins in order before them ( b), he Intimates

Parpofes
(a) z Cer. iv. 2. (¢) Pfal. 1. 21, *
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Purpofes of Grace and Mercy, which he
yet entertained toward them, unworthy as
they were (4). And, in order to prepare
them for firther-Favours, he promifes, in
the Words of the T'ext, to pour out upon
them an abundant Efufion of the bleffed Spi-
rit, Now we well know, by a Multitude
of Scriptures, which I muft not particularly-
enumerate, that it was to be in the latter
Day, i. . the Gofpel-times, that this glori-

ous Promife was moft eminently to be ful-
filled (5). |

Tre bleffed F{’Fe&s, which were to at-
tend -its: Accomplifhment, are defcribed in
great Variety and Elegance of Language.
They are reprefented by the Refrefnment,

which - Water gives to bim that is thirfty,
and which plentiful Floods. of it afford 7o the
Ground, when {corch’d with the Summer’s
Heat. Accordmcrly it 1s faid, that they, and
their Offspring too; {hould ﬂaz;r;ﬂa in Reli-
gion, like the Grafs when thus abundantly re-
trefh’d, or like Willows b_y the Water-courfesy

the Verdm_e, of which is {o delightful, and
the Growth. fo. {peedy, that no more proper
Emblem could have been chofen.. Thus
{hould_the Souls of the Children flourith,
thro’ the divine Blefling on the Inftruétions
| - L 3 - of
(a) Ha. xliii. 22—28.. () Compare Ezck. xxxvi:

25, 26. Zech, xii. 10, Joel, 1. 28, Adls 1, 174
]ohn vii. 38, |
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of pious Parents, and-other Methods appoin-
ted by GOD for their religious Improvement :
And in the riext Words the Prophet-ufes ftill
oreater Plainnefs of Speech,- to let us know
that their Number {fhould be confiderable,
and their Refolutions for GOD firm and de-
terminate. One and another, this Man and
that, fhould come and own his Relation to
GOD, fhould publickly enter himielf into
the Engagements of his Covenant, and put
in 2n humble Claim to the important Blef-
fings it was inténded to convey. Oune fball
ﬁzy, Iam the Lord’s, and arother fball call
gimfelf by the Name of Jacob, and fubfcribe with
bis Hand unto the Lord, and furname' bimfelf
by the Name of Hrael.

SomE very celebrated Tranflators and Cri-
ticks underftand the Words, which we ren-
der, ¢ Swubfcribe with bis Haond wnto the
“ LORD,” 1n a Senfe a little different from
that whichour Engli/b Verlion has giventhem:
They would rather render them, -¢¢ Anothes
“ Wall write on bis- Hand, that he 15 the
¢« LORD’s (a);” and they fuppofe it referg
to 2 Cuftom which formerly prevailld in the
Ecpt, of ftamping the Name of the General
on the Soldier (&), or that of rhe Mafter on

' tnl‘e
(@) The Hebrew i, n‘m-'r'y ' ano N, which
the LAX tr‘anﬂate WITGX: ‘“‘:x&-ﬁ,a ;,ﬁ& @Tﬁ,-q-ru @;5

€14 -
(5) Sicut Aiolites Imperatoris Nomen in’ mann
fcnptuxn
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the Slave (4); asthis Name was fometimes -
born on the Forehead, {o at other Times on
the Hand 5 and 1t:1s certain that feveral Scri-
ptures, which may éafily be recollected, are
to be explain’d as alluding to this (b). Now
from hence it feems to have grown into a
Cuftom amongft fome Idolatrous Nations,:
when folemnly devoting themielves to:the;
Service of any Deity, to be initiated into it
by receiving fome Marks in- their Flefh,)
"~ ‘which
{criptum habebant, Grot. Manui fuz inferibent Sa-
cramentum Jehove, ficut Milites, &c. Bren. Vide
Hetius, viii. 12, Sigon. 1. 8. 11. 5. Auguff. Ep. xx.
(a) Servi ettam olim Stigma Manui ingftuny fere-,
bant, ex quo agnofcerentur, Mercator. VYid. Haum.,
on Rew. xiil. 1§. ,- L
(%) Thus tis faid Rew. xiii. 16, 17. That all:Men,;
~=bond and free, received the Mark of the Boaft in their
Right-hand and their Forehead; and that swithout it none
might buy and fe/l: And on the other hand, we read,
Rev. vil. 2, 3. of an Angel, tbat bad the, Seal of the
Living God—td feal bis Servants on the Forchead. . In
Allufion’te this:alfo our Lord promifes, Rew. iii. 12!
1 awill write upon_him that overcomptl, toe Nawme of .my
God, and my neaw Name. On this Account Chriftians
are faid to be fealed by the Spirit until the Day of Redem-
ption, Eph. iv. 30. as by his Operations God owns them
as his, and fecares them to himfelf: Andto this GOD.
{eems to refer, in thofe condefcending Words, J/a, xlix,
16. I have graven Zion on the Palms of my Hands. Sa
alfo Exek. 1x. 4. *¢ To this Cuftom’, fomethink Saint
““ Paul zlludes, when he fpeaks of the Marks of Chrift,
‘¢ which. he dare in bis Body, Gal. vi. 27.”, Potter’s
Arch. Gr. Wol. 2. p. 8. ' |
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which might never wear out (¢). This In-
terpretation the Original will certainly bear,
and it here makes a very ftrong and beauti-
ful Senfe, fince every true Chriftian hasa
facred, and an indelible Charaéter upon him,
which fhall never be erafed. But if we re-
tain our own Verfion, it will come to nearly
the fame, and evidently refers to a Pra&ice
which was fometimes ufed amongft the Fews
(b), and which. is indeed exceedmcr natural,
of obliging themfelves to the Service of GOD,
by fetting their Hand to fome written Arti-
cles emphatically exprefling fuch a Refolu-
‘tion, So that you fee it muft imply, that
they who were, by the Influences - of divine
Gracc, brought to aferious Senfe of Reli-
gion, {hould in g publick and folemn Man-
ner, exprels their Subjection to GOD, and
their Readinefs to enter into Covenant with
him ; and whatever Rites fhould by him be
appointed as theTokens of fuch a Refolution,
the Text muft intimate a chearful Compli-
ance with them: For it would be moft un-

. rea-

(«) Quos Deo alicui confecrabant & initiabant, hos
Stigmatibus inarebant, Pirzjc. Lex. in Inferip. And

Luc. de Diis Syr. fays, Certis Notis compunguntur om-
nes; alii quidem in Vola Manus, alnin Cervice, &c.
The manner of doing 1t is deicribed by Prudent. oes
se¢. - 1076, &'c. Avd many Commentators fuppole
this Rite to be referr’d to, Lev. xix. 28. Ye //ml[ mzzﬂe

no Marks in your Flefb, Vid. Poli Synsif. in Loc.-
(6 ) Neh. x. 9.



reafonable to imagine that.any, of fuch Cha-
ra&ers, and in.duch Circumftances, would
prefer any Form invented by themiclves, or
dictated meérely by human Prudence, to'the
exprefs Ordinance and Infhitution of GOD.
Now forafmuch as it 1s evident, that, under the
Chriftian Difpenfation, the Lord’s Supper is
appointed to fuch Purpofes, the Text muft
imply an Attendance upon it; and when we
fee young Chriftians prefenting themielves at
this Holy Solemnity, and joining themfelves
to GOD and his Church 1n 1t, we may pro-
perly fay, they fubferibe with. their Hand to
the Lord, and furname themfelves by the Name
of Irael; juit as we may fay, in the Old
Teftament Phrafe, that Jncenfe isoffer’d, and
apure Offering (2 ), when holy Souls are pout-
ing out their. Prayers and their Supplicas
tions before the Throne of Grace, though
Odours and Viétims no longer accompany
therr Devotions, . .

I gave furely faid enough, and perhaps
more than .enough, to.account for my chu-
ing thefe Words to introduce the Difcourfe
Ihave in View ; in which I am to prefs thofe
young Perfons, whofe Hearts GOD has
touched by his fanctifying Grace, to fubfcnbe,
as'1t were; with their Hand, by entering
them{elves early into Chriftian Communion,
S - .and
(a)Mal, i. 11,
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and eating and drinking with our Lord at his
Table. In order to which, I fhall,

I. Prorosk fome plain and important
Arguments, to engage to fuch an ‘car-
ly Attendance on this facred Inftitu.

tion.
II. AvsweR fome Objections, which are

moft frequently urged to excufe the
Negleét.of it: And,

III. Concrupk with hinting at {fome
Reflections and Inferences, which feem
naturally to prefent themielves.

May divine Grace render this ‘Attempt

the Means of leading many young Perfons
into a Conviction. of their Duty and Inte-

reft, and of adding unto the Church fuch as
(ball be faved!(a) -

I. I am to offer fome plain and impor-
tant Arguments to engage religious
Youth to an early Attendance on the
Supper of the Lord.

Axp before I enter on thefe, I muft in-
treat you to remember, that ’tis to religious
Youth only, that I addrefs the Invitation.
I well know, my Friends, that the facred In-
ftitution, I am now recommending, is a moft

. awful
() A8sii. 47.




Serm. 1V. 20 early Commumon. 131

awful and folemn Thing. I know it was 1n-
tended, not only as the Commemoration of
2 Redeemer’s dying Love, but asa Seal. of
our Covenant-Engagements to God thro’
him; fo that to attend upon it without a fin-
cere Defire of receiving Chrift Jefus the Lord,
and devoting ourfelves to him, isa Propha-
nation that renders us, in fome Degree, gul-
ty of the Body and Blood of the Lord(a)., 1am |
very fenﬁble, that for any to approach it 1n
fo unworthy a Manner, is not only in itfelfa
finful Ation, but may, in its Confequences,
prove a Spare to their own Souls, a Stum-
bling to others, and a Difhonour to the
Church And therefore, far from encoura--
ging fuch Perfons to come, I thould think
it a very neceffary Duty to labour to.the ut-
moft to diffuade them from it, and, if Pro-
vidence gave me an O pportumty, to prevent
their Admittance,.

Bur Lhave frequently found and I bc- -
lieve it has been the Experience. of many .of
my Brethren in. the Miniftry, that. young
Perfons, not only of a very fober and regu-
lar Conduét, but even thofe who have ap-
pear’d moft deeply imprefs’d with the Con-
cern; of their Souls, ‘and experimentally ac-
quamted fo far as we can judge, with re-

generating Grace,; have; 1n many Inftances,
thewna ﬂ:rancre ‘Coldnels to this blefied Tn. -

ﬁltuuon

.

(a) vCor.xt.27. | | .
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fiitution; and wehave known noeta few who.
have grown old in the Negle& of it; T ap-
prehend therefore, - that a Regard to-the Au-
thority and Glory of my great Mafter, to the
Comfort and Improvement of your Souls,
and to the Edification-and Joy of the Church
in general, concur to require; that I offer
you, my younger Friends; fome publick Ad-
monitions on this Flead; to whichInow de-
fire your very ferious Attention., -

Axp here permit me more largely to
plead the Weight of . a dying Redeemer’s:
Command, as well as the Honour, Plea-
fure, and various Advantages of an- early
Comphance with it;

1. Tue Ordinance; to ‘which I fiow in-
vite you, " 1s the known Command and
Inftitution of a dying Redeemer. =~

1 yEED not enlarge on the Proof of what
is fo apparent.- You undotbtedly’ know,
that Adatthew, and’ Mark, and Luke agree
in giving us the Hiftory of its In{’ututxon( a).
And St. Paul afterwatds received it by ex-
prefs Revelation from Chrift (%), and aceo-
dingly relates it, in a very circumftantialand

patherick Manner, telling'us, not only: that
Chrift commanded that this thould be déne

in rernembrance of hlm, _but alfo that by :
e - ant

( a ) Mat. xxvi. 26—28. Mark xiv. 2224, Luke
xxii. 153—20. () 1-Cor. xi. 235 &%.” -
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an Attendance upon it, our Lord’s Death is
ﬂgewed forth 4l be come; plainly thereby
intimating ( what the Ends of the Ordi- -
nance do farther -evince) that 1t was to con-
tinue in the Church to its remoteft Ages:
So that on the whole you exceedingly
miftake; if you imagine this to be mere
Matter of .Choice in any other Senfe than
as all the Duty of a-rational Creature is
fo. Qur Lord has plainly determined the
Matter. by his own facred Authority, leav-
ing this Ordinance in Charge to all his
Followers. Ifay # all, for there’s no Limi-
tation as to the Age "of thofe that fhould
attend it... *Tis 2:Command to Young and
Old;_. s well;3s. to Rich and Poor; and
all, that are!cipable of under{’candmg it
are oblig’d to comply. with 1t, and thereby
to do their Homage to their exalted So-
vereign, and exprefs their Gratitude to
their moft generous Friend.” And can
you in Reafon refufe. your Compliance #
Methinks. the Name! of the Son of GOD
thould ' carry . dlong with 1t an ,Authonry
too great to be defpifed, and ‘the Name
of your Redeemeér a conftraining Lave too
forcible to ;te withftood ; elpecially the
Name_of a dying Redeemer. .Surely, my

Friends,  :if ‘a .dying . Patent;: ar Brother,

had:&iéen cyouiChavge almaft with his
CXPIring Brcath you could not llght]y
M -

 have
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have acted contrary to it. How much gtea-
ter Regard do you owe to what the blefled
Jefus appomted as the Apoftle moft per-
tinently obferves, the fame Night in which
be was Z:etmy’d(a)! Had it been fome hard
Thing that he had then injoin’d, and had

the Reafon of it been unknown, fo that it
had appear’d as a mere arbitrary Confti-
tution, the Negleft of it had” been foolith
and ungrateful. Had it been a more pain-
ful Rite than that of Initiation amongft the
Fews, more laborious than their frequent
Pilgrimages to Ferufalem, and more coftly
than the Sacrifices they offer’d there, the
Precept of our dying Lord had catried - in
it an abundant Anfwer to -all that:Eafe or
Intereft could have pleaded againft it:
How much more, when the Reafon1s {o
evident, and the Obfervation, in all Re-
fpects, fo eafy! Judge, I pray you, whe-
ther it thould be neglefted. Judge, whe-
ther it be a decent Thing, that, when we
are {itting  down to break and eat Bread,
and pour gorth: and drink “Wine, that we
nay reprefent the Breaking of Chrift’s Bo-
dy, and Pouring forth of his Blood, and
{eal our Covenant.-Engagements with him,
more than one half of the profefling Chrifti-
ans 1n the' Affembly: fhould rife, and esther
leave the Place, or. wu:hdraw toa Diffance
S 1ufrom

[a) 1 Cor. xt. 23.
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from the holy Table, What is this but to
fay, * We will now have nothing to do
« with the Memorials of a crucified Savi-
« our?® Will you, my Friends, thus {epa-
rate yourfelves from us ? What if others were
to learn of you, and to imitate your Example? -
Where would the Ordinance quickly be?
Nay, where would italready have been, had
this Temper prevail’d? Where but in our
Bibles? for there it would ftill have ftood,
to condemn our ungrateful Difobedience; as
it condemns yours,

2, An early Attendance upon this Or-
dinance will be truly honourable to
you, -

1 wisn I could fay, that the Omiffion of
it were, in the Repute of the Generality of
profefling Chriftians, {fo difhonourable as it
ought; but it is now grown fo common,
that much of the juft Infamy of it 1s worn oft.
Neverthelefs, if we will ferioufly confider it,
we muft own, that where Reafonand Dutyre-
quire any Practice (which ] have already pro-
ved to be the Cafe here) the more frequently
it is negle€ted, the more honourable 1sa Re-
gard to it 3 as it argues a laudable Fortitude
of Mind to oppofe a prevailing Evil, by
- which Multitudes are born away. And who,
that hath any Senle of Generofity and Good-

M 2 nefs,
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nefs, would not wifh to fignalize himfelf on
fuch an Occafion as this? -

I AppEAL to your own Hearts, myBre-
thren, even when you- have divefted your-
{zslves of every Sentiment of Oftentation and
Pride (which I would not defire to préfs into
the Service of the SancCtuary) would it not
afford you a rational and pious Pleafure to
reflelt, that your Fellow-Chriftians might
fay, with regard to you, ¢ Thefe ate Per-
‘ {ons, who are happily diftinguifh’d from
“ moft of their Companions, by Obedi-
“« ence to GOD and Gratitude to their Re-
““ deemer; they dareftand up for thé Horour
< of his Inftitutions, and of his Name, In
<¢ the midft of all the Languor, and all the
«« Impiety of a degenerate Age. - Faf ffom
‘¢ running with others to the fame Exceéls of
“ Riot, they do not only fecretly retire,
<¢ that they may converfe with GOD; and
<¢ devote themfelves to him, but they have
«¢ the Courage openly to appear in {0 good
<« 3 Caufe. Far from being atham’d of
¢« CHRIST, or of his Words, in this #Zul-
<< terous and finful Generation(a), they réadily
<« expofe themfelves to all the gloriou$ Re-
<« proach of a determinaté Adherence tohim.
¢« Thus do they publickly declare, that their
¢« Hearts are touch’d with a Senfe of his
¢ Tove, and infpi’d with Refolution for

¢ his

() Mark vui, 38.
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““ hisService, And as they are thus planzed
““ in the Houfe of the Lord, we hope they will
““ fourifb to old Age there (a); fo that Gene-
““ rations, which are yet unborn, fhall be re-
‘¢ frefh’d by their Shade, and nourithed by
“ their Fruit.” Thus will you, like 7abez
(), bemore bonourable than all your Brethren,
if, like him, you call upon the Name of the
LORD, or; in the Language of the Text,

fubfcribe with your Hand unto hinms.

2. LeT me plead the Pleature which
this Ordinance affords, asa farther Ar-
gument for an early Attendance upon
it.

Ir your Hearts have-been touch’d by rege-
nerating Grace, you muft furely know,
that Communion with GOD thro® a Media-
~-tor 1s unutterably delightfuly and muft own,

that when you enjoy it, your Souls are fasis-
fied, as with Marrow and Futnefs (¢). 1f this
be the Cafe, Fam fure you would look with
an holy. Scorn on any fenfual Gratification,
that could be brought intfo Comparifon with
‘thole {ublime and . facred Entertainments,
Now,; when you confider the Lord’s Supper
asan Ordinance of divine Appointment, you
have juft Reafon to hope, that GOD will
honour 1t with his gracious Prefence; nay,
o M 3 ~ when
. (a) Pfal. xcii. 13. (6} 1 Chron. iv. g, 10..
- {c} Plalm Ixiil. g,
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when you confider the Nature and Defign
of the Inftitution, you may probably ex-’
pelt fome peculiar Sweetnefs and Delight
i it, beyond what you have. hitherto
known. 1 fay not, that you can be abfo-
lutely {fecure of your finding it; for it be-
comes the Sovercignty of the Ever-bleffed
GOD, not to confine himfelf, invariably, to
any Method of Operation ; left his Agency
fhould at length be difregarded in it, and
the Honour transferr’d to_the Inftrument :
But I fpeak of what may probably be
found; and I think I might here.appeal
to all confiderate Perfons, who know any
Thing of the Workmgs of the human
Mind ; for I perfuade myfelf they - Woulpl
tendance on fuch a Salemmt_‘y has a dire&
Tendency to produce the moft delightful
Senfations in a Soul deeply lmprefs’d with
the great Principles of our Chriftian TFaith.
Oun, my Friends, what a Scene is. there
opened, when, by thefe tively Memorials
of his dying Love, the -Lord 7eﬁzs Chrif
is evidently fet far!b as - cricified amongfi
us! (2) Surely the Speftacle muft be de-

lightful, even to Creatures who are them-
felves perfe&ly innocent and holy! Surely
the Angels, who probably are prefent in
the Churches while the Solemmty s per-

f01 m’d

(a) Gal, 11 1.
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form’d, muft attend, it with 4 pleaﬁng Mix-
ture of Admlratlon, and of Joy. ¢¢ Thus,”
may they be ready’to fay to each other,
“ thus was, the. great Deﬁgn accomplifh’d!
«« Tn fuch Sufferings did the Son of GOD
« expire! By fuch furprifing Steps of
“ Condefcenfion, and of Love, were apo-
“ ftate Creatures recovered to ‘their GOD'!
< Thus was the flaming Vengeance of the
““ divine Majefty atoned ; and now he s
¢ gracioully. {miling.upon them ; and thefe
““ happy Souls are ﬁtnng, as around their
¢ Father’s Board, and anticipating the En-
¢ ‘tertalnments of our celeftial World.”
But the Gueft, who'is called to fit down
at fuch a Banquet may. well be fuppofed to
feel fome tender and tranfportmg Pleafure,
beyond that of fuch an angélick Spe&ator
| 2 THEsE, oh my Soul,” may the Be-
Jiever fay, when the Bread is broken, and the
‘Wing poured out, ¢ thefe were the painful
‘«. Sufferings, which the ‘bleffed Redeemc-r
K] endured for fuch a Wretch as I am ; 5 far
e loved. ‘me,; and gave bimfelf for me.(2)
< He was bruifed for my Tranfgreffions, be
“ “apas wounded for mine Iniquities.(b) ~ All
«¢thefe dreadful Confiicts of ‘Nature did he
¢ pafs thro’,. to avert from me that Wexght
¢ of Wrath, Whlch would otherwife-haye
el overwhelmed me béyond all Fope of
L o ¢ Deh
(d) Gal.ii. 30. (b) Ma il g, ©



140 Religious Youth invited Serm. 1V,

¢ Deliverance. And here are the Em.-
““ blems of his dying Love and his living ‘
¢ Care. Here are the precious Seals of
¢ that everlafting Covenant eftablifhed in
¢¢ his Blood, which, as it ts well-ordered in
“ all Things, and fure, is all my Salva-
<< tion, an§ all my Defire.(a) By thefe To-
¢¢ kens doth a faithful GOD affure me that
¢“ my Sins are pardoned, that I am admit-
‘¢ ted into his Family, and intitled to all
< the invaluable Bleflings of his Children,
¢« Delightful Thought! I havenothing now
‘¢ to do, but qu1erly to fit down, and wait
¢¢ with a holy Silence and Tranquillity of
«“ Soul for the Intimations of my Father’s
«« Will, till he calls me to dwell in his
« Houfeabove. Yeta lirtle while, oh my
¢« Soul, and thou fhalt rife to nobler Enjoy-
¢« ments than even thefe; for the Bread
«¢ thou haft now been eating, and the Wine
<« thou haft been drinking, are Pledges of
¢¢ 3 divine Banquet above, in the wifible

«« and immediate Prcfence of the bleffed
«« Founder of this facred Feaft. The Secu-

«« rity of the Covenant, 1 have this Day
¢« been fealing, will continue in full Force
¢ when the Bands of Nature are diffolved ;

<« if I drink no more with my Saviour t:f tbz's
<« Fyuit of th: Vine bere, 1 fball drink it new
<< qpith bim in bis Fatber’s Kingdom 3(b) and

¢¢ there-
(a) 2.Samqxxiil §... (6) Matexxvi. 29,
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« therefore may encounter Death in the
“ triumphant Accents of geod old Simeon,
“ Now, Lord, letteft-thou thy Servant depart
‘““ in Peace, for mine Eyes bave feen thy Sal-
“ vation. (a) R
TaroUGH the divine Goodnefs I hope
we can {ay we [peak what we know and
teflify, not only what we have heard from
the Experience of others, but:what we have
ourfelves tafted and felt, Thus is GOD vi-
fiting ahd refrefhing out Souls, while-weare
attending at the blefled Ordinance; and why
will you not come and fhare with us in the
Entertainments, {o- f{incerely and fo freely
offer’d ¢ Is he not faying usnto you, Eat, eat,
ob my Fri¢ndsy and drink; yea, drintk abun-
dantly, ob my Beloved ? (b): Why'then do you
wrong your own Souls, as well as affrorit
his Goodnéfs, by neglecting'the Invitation ?
Would you come thus eatly, you might pro-
mife yourfelves a peculiar Welcome, - and a
peculiar Pléafure. Many painful Reflec-
tions might by this mieans be prevented, and
the Evidence of your Sincerity be more haps
pifly* fecured; not to fay, that while your .
Spirits are brifk and attive, you may feel
the Impreffions of -thofe facred Paffions,
which are fo fuited to this Occafion, with
~ greater Energy, and greater Tendernefs,
‘ o A " than
.(a) Luke i. 29, 30.  (4) Cant. v, 1.
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than could be expefted under the Decays of
Nature, in the Evening of Life.

I suare only add, that thefe fublime
Pleafures are not limited to the happy Mo-
ments, which you {pend 1nan immeaiate
Attendance on this Feaft of Love; but they
may be renewed, and perhaps fometimes
increafed, by Reflection ; whereas that
often brings a Sting along with it, more
than fufficient to ballance all the Sweetnefs

to be found in irregular, fenfual Delights.

4. Ax early Attendance on the Lord’s
Supper would be very ufeful, as wellas
entertaining.

IT might probably be ufeful both to

yourfelves and others,

1. It might be ufeful to yourfelves ina
Variety of Refpe(ts.

I confider that Iam now {peaking to them
that look upon Improvement in Religion as
their higheft Interaft ; and therefore thall only
endeavour to thew you what a Tendency this
Ordinance has to affift you in this; and that
13 {o evident, that I need not dwell largely
on Particulars, which, when fuggefted in a
few Words, may furnith you with Matter of
ample Meditation, |

Tuz preparatory Exercifes of Devotion
might be very awakening and edifying to

you.
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you. The Review of your Conduct, which "
you would be taking on the Approach of
thefe folemn Seafonss; the Prayers and Prai-
s you would then be addrefling to GOD,
and the Meditations 1n which your Minds
would be employ’d, would roufe you out of
that Lethargy, into which you may be ready
to fink, and which the beft of Men find too
frequently prevailing,

Tur Views of a bleeding Redcemer, of a
reconciled GOD, of a confirmed Covenant,

and 2 World of approaching Glory, which
this Ordinance {fo naturally exhibits, would
ftrengthen, as well as delight your Souls;
and, by Virtue of the Refrefhments receiv’d
1t thefe Solemnities, you might be enabled
to go on your Way rejoicing, and to make
1 fenfible Progrefs in your Journey towards

the Heavenly Canaan.
TrEe Remembrance of thofe folemn En-

oagements, with which you would then be
binding your Souls unto the Lord, would be
a ready-Anfwer in Hours of future Tempta-
tion.  You would ftart back with Horror at
the Thought of alienating your Services from
2 GOD to whom you had {o ferioufly and
publickly devoted them ; and of returning to
thofe Follies and Sins, which you had ma
peculiar Manner covenanted againft: For this
would appear to be adding Sacrilege and Per-

Jury to the Guilt of all your other Offences.
| {suaLL
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I sHaLLonly add here, that, by entering
thus early into the Communion of a Church,
you will be brought under the more imme-
diate Infpection of the Paftor of 1t, and like.
wife of your Chriftian Brethren; whofe faith.
ful and tender Admonitions may be of great
Affiftance to your unexperienc’d Youth, and
happily promote your Progrefs, both in the
Paths of Prudence and of Holinefs. Nay,
the very Thoughts of having drawn upon
you the Eyes of a Society, and of others too,
would engage you to {ome more than ord:-
nary Care, that you might not incur their
Cenfure, or difappoint the Expeltations
which many have raifed of you. And, .in
Confirmation of all this,. I cannot but ob-
ferve, that many of the moft eminent Chri-
ftians, I have ever known, were found
amongft thofe, who in their early Days took
this Method of giving themielves to GOD
and his People.

[ MmicguT farther fhew you that your
Compliance with rhe Exhortation I am now
enforcing, might be ufeful to others, as well
as to yourfelves, This 1s-indeed, in part,
a Confequence of the former; for, the more
your own Souls are advanced in Knowledge
and. Holinefs, the more capable, and the
more ready will you be, to promote the In-
tereft of Ch,n{t in the World and to-do Good
to thofe that are round about. you, - Bui:lcl1

* WwOou
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would efpecially lead you to confider, that
your Attendance itfelf, feparate from thele
remoter Confequences of it, might probably
b: ufeful to others.

Ortuer young Perfons would, very pro-
bably, be awaken’d to a Senfe of their Duty
by your Example; and thofec who are morc
advanc’d in Years may be fhamed out of
their Neglect, when they fee thole, who are
{o far below them in Age, gettng the Start
of them here, Nor have Inftances been want-
ing within the Circle of our own Acquain-
tance, where Parents have been ftirred up to
1 holy Emulation, by the carly Zeal of their
own Children in this Refpect. It will be a
Joy toall that wifh well to the Caufe of a
Redeemer, to fee that GOD 15 giving him
Youth, like the Diops of Morising-dezo (a), and
caufing Converts to flock to him, hike Doves
uirfo their Windowes :(b) But Minifters wil!
have a peculiar Share in the Pleafure, when
they fee of the Travel of thetr Soul, () and
find, that there are at leaft fome Inftances,
in which they do not labour 1 vain, and
tpead their Strengih for siovght.(a) Lipectally
ihall thofe of us, who are entring on the
Work of the Lord,(¢) rejoice to meet our

N younger

(a) Plal.cx. 3. (o) I 1x. S,

(¢) Chap. i, 11, ((d) Chap. xlix. 4.

(¢) N. B. This Sermon was firlt preached feveral
Years ago, dpril 14. 1723,
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younger Brethren at this Ordinance, as it
will give us Encouragement to hope that
Religion will not die in our Hands, and be
butied in the Graves of our more aged
Friends; but will be fupported and adomed
by you, and tranimitted to thofe that are
yetunborn. The Joy of our Heart on this
Occafion may add Vigour, as well as Plea-
fure, to our Labours; and fo, thro’ the
Concurrence of Almighty Grace, may have
a Tendency to render them ftill more fuccefs-
ful.

LeT me then intreat and conjure you,
by the Authority of the King of Glory and
of Grace, and by a Regard to the Honour,
the Pleafure, and the Ulfefulnefs of your
Lives, that you no longer perfift in the Neg-
et of an Ordinance {o facred and noble,
{o delightful and advantageous.

[ aM perfuaded you muft know, and own,
that the Arguments 1 have urged are both
evident and weighty; and yet I fear you
will find {fomething to oppofe to them,
which, if it be not examined, may prevent,
or at leaft diminifh, their Succefs. I pro-
ceed therefore,

SzcoxpLy, T0 obviate fome Objettions,
which may be offered in excufe for a
longer Delay. ’

Axp hereI fhall not raife Difficulcies

merely to canvals them, but confine myfelf
(o



Serm. IV. 20 early Communion. 147

to fuch Objections, as I have heard fome
urge on this Occafiony and fhall briefly
fuggeft fome Hints by way of Anfwer to
them. And 1if the Enumeration be not fo
large, or the Reply fo full, as you could
with, you know where you will be always -
welcome to propofe your Scruples as freely,
and to ftate thtm as amply, as you pleafe,

1. TuE moft obvious Reply to the pre-
ceding Addrefs 15, that ** you fear
““ you are not prepared for this Ordi-
‘“ nance, and therefore apprehend,
‘“ that your Attendance upon it would
‘¢ prove dangerous, rather than bene-
¢ ficial.” -

To this I anfwery if the Cafe be indeed
thus, I have already told you, that you are
not the Perfons to whom I have been addref-
fing. "Neyerthelefs, give me Leave to re-
mind you, that you ought not rafhly to form
fuch a Conclufion againft yourfelves Iam
fure the Matter requires a very attentive Ex-
amination, and perhaps, on fuch a Review,
you may find Things are not fo bad as you
imagine.

You fay you are not prepared : But I
hope you know, that there’s 2 great deal
of Difference between the Nature and Im-
portance of an actual and habitual Prepara-
tion. Actual Preparation confifts in thofe

N 2 extraordinary
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extraordinary Devotions, which, when Op-
portunity permits, we fhould ufe in our Ap-
proxch to this Sacrament; and thercfore
fa.mpo (es fuch an Approach to be determined,
ana confequently there can be no Room, ' in
the prefent Cale, to object the Want of that.,
Buer you fear that you are not habitually
prenared, 4. ¢. that you are not Perfons of
fuch a Temper and Character, as Chrift,
the grear Lord of the Feaft,- has invited
and will welcome to it.  To determing
that, confider the Purpofes for which the
Ordinance was appointed, and obferve how
far your prefent Tempes correfponds to
them, It was appointed to commemorate
the Death of Chrift, and, in this View, all
are fit for it, who regard him as the great
atoning Sacrifice, and defire that their Hearts
may be affeCted, and their Lives influenc’d
by a Senfe of his dying Love., -’Tis a
Pledge of our mutual Affection to each other,
even to all our Brethren inthe Lord ; and,
in this Refpect, all are prepared for 1t, whofe
Hearts are divefted of all turbulent and
unfriendly Paffions, and overflow with un-
diffembled Charity and diffufive Benevolence,
True, will you perhaps fay ; but 1s it not
alfo defigned as a Seal of the Covenant of
Grace? It certainly 155 and 1t muft be a
very criminal Profanation to attend it, while
an Alien from that Goevenant; your Deter-
mination
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mination therefore muft turn on the Anfwer

which Confcience will make, as to your
Readinefs to enter yourfelves into it. For if

- this be your prevailing Defire, and ftedfaft
Refolution, you have not only a Right to
the Ordinance, tho’ it be a Seal of the Co-
venant ; but its being appointed by Chrift,
in thisView, 1san additional and very weighty
Argument for your immediate and frequent
Attendance upon it. And here the Queftion
15 in fhort this; ¢ Do you fincerely defire
- ¢ to make an unreferved Surrender of your-
““ felves to GOD, as your Owner, Rul

‘“ and fupreme Felicity, with an humble
‘“ Dependence on the Mediation of his Son,
‘“ and the enlivening and fanétifying Influ~-
““ ences of his Spirit?” If this be your pre-
vailing Defire,” and fincere Purpofe, you
may affure yourfelves of the kindeft Wel-
come, tho’ your Graces may be attended
- with a great deal of Imperfection and Weak-
nefs. But if you are Strangers to fucha
Defire, I' muft allow the Objeétion in its
foll Forcé, and own, that you have no Bu-
finefs at the Table of the Lord.

- NeverTHELESS I cannot part with you
fo.. Oh my Friends, is there nothing mourn-
ful, and, Iwilladd, is there nothing dread-
fal,- 1i:fucha Conclufion as this? * I have
. no;Bufinefs at the Table of the Lord; I
t:.have no Part in this bleffed Repaft, be-
SH N 3 ““ caufe
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¢ caufe I have no Part in that Redeemer,
¢¢ whofe Death 1s commemorated there;
¢ And therefore Iam fhut out, by his own
“ Appointment fhut out! And is not that
¢ a fad Intimation with refpect to what is
¢ yet to come? When I enter on the invifi-
¢“ bleand eternal State, asI this Night may,
¢“ will he admit me to live and reign with
“ him 1 a World of Glory, who would
¢ not allow me fo much as an Approach to
¢¢ his Table on Earth? Oh my Soul, 1t 1s
““ too plain thou muft be {eparated from
‘% his blifsful Prefence, and driven to an
¢ eternal Diftance, whence thouwilt behold
<« with defpairing Eyes thole pious Souls,
* who have eaten and drank with him here,
¢ ficting down with him in his Kingdom.”
This will not {eem a light Matter then : Oh

that it might now be duly regarded!
Frox all this 1t will appear, that if this
Objeétion from an unprepared Temper be
true, it ought not to be lightly pafled over,
but {hould rather be ferioufly confidered, and
the Removal of it, thro’ divine Affiftance,
immediately attempted; fince, till you are
prepared for this Sacrament, you -cannot be
prepared for Heaven 5 and confequently are
in Circumftances of the extremeft Danger,
and daily walk on thePrecipiceof eternalRuin.
Buer I would hope, many. of:yiou, of
Enquiry, find this is not your. Cham&en*:i?ﬂ
Cale.
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Cafe... The Unfitnefs you object will amount

to no more than this; that you find Grace
weak and - languid-in your Souls, tho’ you
have Reafon to hope you are not wholly
deftitute of it. And 1s this a juft Excufe
for abfenting yourfelves from {o confirming
and edifyihg, as well as fo delighttul an- Or-
dinance? *T'is juft as reafonable, asaf you
were to plead, ¢ I am very faint, and
¢« therefore I will not take the moft noble,
“ reviving Cordial. I am very weak, and
«« therefore I will refufe the moft nourlfhmg
“ and ftrengthening.Food.” Thus much;
for the firft- Objetion. ’Tis more than.
Time that I procced to thofe that remam. I

!ri i ; E -I' 1 | {

s 1 P I

2. OTHERS fear, that the Somety of

_¢¢ -Chriftians, to which they would join
L thcmfelves, may be unwilling to ad-;
e mi them 1nto fuch i Relamon ? ;

Now;I_muﬂ:'(l)wn, that 1F th1s Ob e&:om

bd made b Perfons who have been notorious:

on account of their. Immoralities, and who.

are but lately recover’d toa, Senfe'of divine

Things, 1t:will; not admit.of. an 1mmediate;
Anfwer . nor can I invite {uch:to this facred;

Ordinance, till “they. give - Bvidence of :thig'

Reality of a-Change "uy their Heart, by .an

appitenti Reformation:'of Lifey~and {ome’
{tcady and prevalent Refoluticnin a rchgmus

SN P Courfe

-ﬁ.

{
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Courfe: In the mean time, a Regard to
the Honour of a Chriftian Society may
oblige the Church to be a little referved to-
wards fuch Perfons; and .fuch a Referve is
confiftent with the greate{‘c Tendernefstowards
them, and the moft affe&ionate Concern,

that they may not break the bruifed Reed, or

guench the fmoaking Flax.(a) .

BuT as for fuch young Perfons, or others,
who have been preferved from fuch Irregu-
larities, whofe Conduét has been fair and ho-
nourable, and who have not only arrived at
a competent Knowledge of the great Truths
of Chriftianity, but have for fome time been
imprefs’d with them, {o that they have form’d
a determinate Refolution for the Service of
GOD, and, it may be, for fome Years made
Trial of his Ways; far be it from us, my Bre-
thren, to fay one Word to difcourage your
> Approach.. On the cofitrary, - we would ra-
ther inviteit; for we know ’tis moft evidently
reafonable, that when the §pirit appears:to
fay, Come, the Bride,. i.::e. . thed Church,
thould echo back the Call.(?)! :We know, .
my Friends, that we are not the Mafters of
this holy Feaft: We know:that 1tis.not for
us to fet Bounds of our own abous this facred
Table, and fay, ¢ Thus low!muft you bow’
“ to us, before.you take your’Seats there;”
This isa Condu& whlch WE: mowénlyabhqr,:

‘. o i vl
(a) Matth. xu. 20. (!?) Rev XXii. 17
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2s Inhumanity to you, but dread, as an 1n-
{olent Ufurpation on the Rights of our com-
mon Lord. If you have indeed ‘afted that
the Lord is gracions, you will not fure be un-
willing, with Meekne{s and Modeity, to give'

. fume Reafon of the Hope that is in you(a); and

t
r

blefled be GOD, ;we have not fo learned
CHRIST (b), asto make our own Phrafes,
or Forms, or any Thing {ingular in our own
Experiences, or the Cuftoms of our own Soci-

" ety, the Standard by which we judge either

of the Faith, or the Piety of our Brethren,

2. You may, perhaps, farther plead,
¢“ That you fear, left, if you fhould
“ enter into the Church, you fhould
““ difhonour it by an unfuitable Beha-~
‘“ viour, which might bringa Reproach
¢“ on Religion, and 1ts bleffed Author.”
But give me Leave to fay, that this very
Fear argues fuch a Tendernefs, and fuch a
Humility of Soul, as may in a great meafure
anfwer itfelf. I hope you go forth in the
Strength of the Lord, as well as. making men-
tion of bis Ripbteoufnefs alone(c): And you muit
know, thatif a bare Poffibility of falling into
Sin were- to exclude from this Ordinance,
the moft confirmed Chriftian upon Earth
could not dare to approach 1t. But while
) - yau
(a) 1 Pet.iii. 15.  (4) Eph.1v. zo.
(¢) P, Ixxi. 16.
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you fee your own Weaknefs, and maintain,
on the one Hand, fuch a Jealoufy over
yourfelves, and, -on the other, fuch a Zeal
for the Honour of Religion, ’tis a certain
Evidence, that you are not yet left of GOD,
and a moft comfortable Sign, that he will
nevey forfoke you. Nay, I will add, that
I know none more likely to prove the Orna-
ments of a Society, than thofe who have fuch
humble Apprehenfions, left they fhould prove
its Reproach.

4. OTHERS may be ready to excufe
their abfenting themfelves from this
Ordinance, ¢ becaufe ’tis fo commonly

* neglected by profeffing Chriftians.”

Now as for this, I blels GOD, ’tis far
from being a fingular Thing amongft us, to

fee the Table of the Lord furnifhed with
Guefts, and young Chriftians taking thew
Places there. 1 fpeak it with great Pleafure
and Thankfulnefs, But fuppofe it wereother-
wife; what if the Negle& of this Inftitution
were much more common,- both amongft
the Aged and the Young, than it is in moft
worfhipping Aflemblies; could you have
the Heart to draw an Argument from thence?
¢“ My deareft Friend, my moft gracious Be-
““ nefactor is generally negle&ed his dying
¢“ Command, his dying Love is n a great

‘“ meafure
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-« meafure forgotten; and therefore I will

~« forget him, and I will negle¢t him.”

Say, Chriftians, could a generous Mind re-
concile itfelf-to fuch a Thought? Could a
pious Soul draw {uch a Confequence as this?
Methinks the Argument lies quite the con-
trary Way: ¢ Therefore, Oh my compafii-
« onate Saviour, will I attend with the grea-
“ ter Solicitude, that I may, if poffible,
¢« {hame others out of their Neglect 3 or at
“ leaft, may in part fupply their Lack of
¢ Service, and bear my own Teftimony
“ againft an ungrateful Generation, who
« call themfelves thy Diciples, and neg-
« leét this diftinguifhing Badge of their Pro-
““ feffion, this gracious Memorial of thy dy-
“ ing Love.”

5. O 11 ERs may plead the Apprehen-
fions of ** aggravated Guilt, and Ruin,
<« if after facramental Engagements.
‘¢ they fhould apoftatize from GOD.”

To this I anfwer, that I. hope you, my

Friends, are not {o unacquainted with the
Nature of this Ordinance, and the Confti-:
tution of the Gofpel, as to imagine that it
configns us over to certain Damnation, if in

any Inftance we afterwards deviate from the

Paths of our Duty; for if 1t were fo, whe
could be faved? But ’us probable your Fears
refer to total Apoftafy. If {o, I readily

own,
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own, that, fhould this be the Calfe, 1t would
in a dreadful Degree inflame your Guilt, and
inflame your Mifery, that youhad not only
kiazon the Ways of Righteoufuefs,(a) but that
you had eaten and drank in the Prefence of the
Lord.(b) But have you any Thoughts of
drawing back from him, that you are thus

cautious to avold an nftituted Ordinance,
merely becaufé,-in that Cale, 1t would ag-

gravate your Ruin? So would every Prayer
you offer, and every Sermon you hear 3 but
ihould that Thought drive you from the
Tirone of Grace, or the Houfe of GOD?

Nav, to ftrike home ; I will add, that
with-regard to you, my Friends, the Caution
comes too late. I fpeak to thofe who have
not only tafled of the good Word of GOD, and
of the Powers of the World to come,( c) but
have made trial of the Ways of Wifdom and
Piety, and have had fome Experience in
them ; and as for you, I muft plainly and
faithfully declare, that it is not for you, of
all People in the World, to think of gentle
Flames, and tolerable Damnation. No, my
Brethren, that Hope, wretched as it is, 1s
unavoidably cut off from you, and all your
Schemes muft be for certain Salvation, and
exalted Glory. And tho’ ’us always the
Duty of him, that zhinketh he flandeth, to

fake

[a) 2 Pet. 1i.-21. . (%) Luke xiii. 26.
{¢) Heb. vi. 5.
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take beed left be fall(a), yet you have all ima-
ginable Reafon to truft the Promifes of an
everlafting Covenant, and the great Redee«.
mer, who hath declared, that be will give
unto bis Sheep eternal Life, and they fball never
verifb, neither fball any pluck them out of bis
Hand(b), or feparate them from bis Love(c).

If you fear the drEadful Confequences of A-
poftafy, which would, 1ndeed be dreadful

beyond all your Fears, keep near to him as
the great Shepberd, and let thofe very Fears
rather engage you to an early and diligent
Attendance on this, and every- other ap-
pointed Method -of Approach, than drive
you away from it, *Tis moft reafonable to
fay, Since there are {fo many Profeffors, that
draw back even to Perdition(d), I will wait
upon the LORD, that 1 may renew my
Strength(e), and o be enabled to endure to
the Eﬂd (t), that I may recerve the End of my.
Faith in the Salvation of my Soul (g).. If your
Fears operate thus, they may bea Means of -
pfl:eventmg the Evil, you are fo apprehenﬁve
0

- On the whole, I hope that when you
wewh all I have been faying, and compare
it with whatever can be objetled againtt it,
you wﬂl be convinced of your Duty, and en-

gaged

(a)lCﬁr X. 12. (5)]011 X. 28. (c)Rom viil. ult.f
(d4) Heb. x. 39. (¢) Ha. xl. 3 .

(f) Matth. xxiv, 13, (g} 1 et 1. Q.
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gaged to an immediate Compliance with it,
I ‘have enlarged {o copioufly on thefeThings,
that I can only mention two or three Infe-
rences, which will naturally arife from what
I have been laying before you. |

From hence we might infer, that great
Care out to be taken to inftruct Youth in the
Principles of Religion, that they may not be
deftitute of fuch an Acquaintance with them,
a5 1s one neceffary Part of Preparation for
this Ordinance, tho® far from being alone
fufhicient.

W e may alfo infer, that more aged Chri-
ftians ought carefully to cultivate ferious Im-
preflions, which may be made on the Minds
of the Children, Servants, and other Friends
of the rifing Generation, that they may be
engaged to an early Compliance with their
Duty ; while, on the other hand, great
Care ought furely to be taken, that there be
nothing rigorous and fevere m the Terms of
Admiffion, which may bear hard upon that
Modefty and Tendernefs of Spirit, which 1s
generally to be found in young Chriftians,
and moft eminently in thofe of the moft
hopeful and amiable Characters.

As for thofe of a more advanced Age,
who have lived in the continual Neglect of
this great and excellent Inftitution, I hope
they have long before this inferred the Guilt
and Folly of their Omiffion,which foevidently

appears
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appears from all I have been faying, and 1s
attended with many other Aggravations,
which my Time will not now permit me to
mention.

I suaLL therefore conclude with ebferv-
ing, that thofe young Perfons, who, thro’
Grace, have been convinced of their Duty in
this Inftance, and brought to an early Com-
pliance with it, have abundant Reafon to re-
flect upon it with Pleafure and Thankfulnefs.
I think it is one of the moft important Blef-
fings of my Lafe, that there are many fuch
in the Church here; many who, thro’ the
divine Goodnefs, have lately been added
toit. It would not be eafy for me, my dear
Brethren and Friends, to fay how great Plea-
fure your Prefence and Society adds to. my
Sacrament-dayss; or what a delightful Pro-
{pect it gives me, not only as to the Comfort
of my own more advanced Age, but as to
the Support of Religion here, when I am
no longer amongft you. I, and our more
aged Friends, have Reafon to gejoice on this
‘Occafion ; but furely you yourfelves have
much greater Reafon. Permit me to re-
mind you, that it will be a moft proper Ex-
preflion of your Thankfulnefs, to labour with
the utmoft Care to engage other young Per-
fons, your Brethren and Companions, to
come and fhare with you in this Feaft, I
hope your own Experience of the Pleafure,

O2 and
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and Advantage which attends it, may be
added to the other Arguments I have been
pleading. As for your own Conduct, let me
moft affeftionately intreat, and moft folemnly
charee you, not only by all other Argu-
ments, but by your facramental Vows; by
the Eyes of GOD, and of Man, that are
upon you; by all our Expeltations from
you, and all your Engagements to us, that,
g5 you bave recetved Chrift Fefus the Lovd, [0
yor walk in bim.(a). And may Almighty
Grace ftrengthen and quicken you in your
Progrefs; and crown that fair Morning,
which is opening upon us 1n {o hopeful, in {o
delightful a manner, with a long, a bright,
and a profperous Day! AMEN.

(a) Col. 11, 6.

SERMON V.





