20 The Guardian Tuesday October 312000

Obituaries

Distinguished classical scholar whose researches launched the first ancient Greek warship for 2,000 years

John Morrison

©ohn Morrison, who has
died aged 87, was the
professor of triremes,

#  the ancient Greek war-
ships distinguished by three
banks of oars along each side
of their hulls. A classical
scholar, he spent a lifetime
in research and administra-
tion, culminating in the pres-
idency of Wolfson College,
Cambridge — but his passion
'was ancient oared ships.

Morrison acquired his in-
terest in triremes from his
father, Sinclair, and it was his
teaming up with the distin-
guished naval architect John
Coates that resuited in the
Jaunch, in 1987, of Olympias,
the first trireme to be seen in
the Mediterranean for more
than 2,000 years.

The foundution of the
‘Trireme Trust, to build a 170-
man o’ war, came about as a
result of a dinner-table argu-
ment about the design of
the three-tiered ships, and
‘whether or not they were
all that the ancient Greeks
cracked them up to be. Mor-
rison, Coates and the host of
the party, the banker Frank
Welsh, resolved to settle the
issue by building a trireme
of their own and sceing if it
could attain the speeds oncé
claimed for it.

The Athenians had evolved
the most effective and fastest
oar-powered ship in history
to protect their trade routes,
using crack crews of frec men
and becoming the dominant
naval power in the Medite:
ranean after around 400BC.
Inconveniently, however,
they did not leave plans of
their vessels, or a coaching
manual to tell us how they
rowed them. No hulk has
ever been found, and so the
trireme was an enigma by the
middle ages. Academics held
wondrous, but impractical,
ideas of what they had actu-
ally been like, leading to
notions almost as absurd as
Cecil B de Milles slave-driven
monster in the film epic,
Cleopatra.

‘Twenty years ago, received
opinion was that either a
three-level system of rowing
was impossible, or that the
Athenians had achieved it
by using oars of different
lengths on each level of their
ships, Morrison sel out to
uncover enough archaeolog-

ical evidence to give Coates,
a designer of state-of-the-

art warships of the late 20th
century, the parameters
within which to design a
state-of-the art warship of |

2,000 years earlier. It was a
true detective story.
Morrison’s years of study
convinced him that a three-
tiered ship, using oars the
same length, was both possi-
ble and fast. His father made
a working model of 2 bank of
oars, using oars of the same
length on all three levels.
Morrison himself started
the project with two picces
of evidence, a carved stone
naval inventory of the mid-
4th century BC, which
recorded the number of oars
and their spacing, and the
one remaining remnant of a
trireme shed at Zea, which
revealed the maximum
dimensions of the ship —
37 metres long and 5.5 me-
tres wide. The vessel was re-
ported to have used 170 oars,
but 170 oars could not go into
37 metres unless they were
arranged in three tiers,
Other clues were found in
the writings of Herodotus,
who revealed that a punish-
ment on ancient Greek ships
was to put a man’s head
through an oarport — imply-
ing, of course, that oarports

must have been at least head-

Greek odyssey .. . (clockwise !

from above}Morrison, in

sized — and in The Republic,
where Plato likened a shaft of
light binding the heavens to-
gether to “the hypozomata of
the trieres”. The hypozoma is
a twisted rope from stem to
stern, which prevents such a
long and shallow hull from

i breaking its back.

Coates and Morrison stud-
icd the remains of merchant
ships of the period for con-
struction clues. They also 1
looked at ancient Greek arte-
facts, such as vases and, in

rticular, the Lenormant

relief, for clues about the

seating and oar arrange-

ments, and the outrigger

1 provided for the top tier of

oarsmen.

| With the help of the Greek
which financed

oversees final preparations
for the launch of his ship;
enthusiasts demonstrate
the rowing formation that
made the trireme the most

{ the construction, the Hel-

i lenic naval vessel Olympias,

| was launched in 1987, and
underwent sea trials at

Poros, manned by a British
and i ional volunteer

in history; the Olympias on
sxerciseinPorgsbay

crew. T was fortunate enough
1o spend a week there report-
 ing for the Guardian, and an
extraordinary week it was.
Morrison and Coates, with
trireme nuts from all over the

world, stayed at the Hote] Lat-
sis, while the crew was billeted
in the petty officers’ school, ex-
pected, but unwilling, to abide
by Greek naval discipline. The
Latsis had the only telephone
for miles around, and buzzed
with excitement.

Further friction was caused
by the captain, Lieutenant
Dimitri Papadas, who had
different ideas about ma-
noeuvres at sea than the de-
signers of the ship. The crew
christened him Captain Pug-
wash, and I connived in de-
tente by interviewing him
at length on the deck, while
Coates and the rowing mas-
ters, Mike Budd and Ford
Weiskittel, did what they
wanted to do below decks.
Once the proud naval officer
was included in the evening
trireme seminars, which
went on into the small hours
s, peace and un-

ing broke out.

Even the large number of
towers among the crew knew
nothing of how to row the
Olympias. Within 10 days,
however, they had gone a
long way to confirming what
the Greeks had achieved
without the benefits of our
knowledge of hydrostatistics,
structural mechanics and the
stability of ships, or the ad-
vantages of modern materi-
als. They were performing
full-tilt swerves, could move
so fast from a standing start
that they almost rammed a
German yacht, and experi-
enced what the ancients de-
scribed as “oar banks beating
like wings™

“Every time we row out, it’s
the battle of Salamis again,”
confessed Graeme Fyfe, one
of the rowe: 'he battle, of
course, was the occasion
when 271 Greek triremes de-
feated 800 of Xerxes's ships
in 480BC, thus saving Greece
from Persian rule.

Morrison himself was a tall
man, slightly vague ina way
befitting an academic, with
a reservair of patience and
a great, gentle sense of hu-
mour. I remember him sit-
ting in the trierarch’s seat,
wearing his battered hat,
with a look of wonder on his
face as he was pulled about
the bay of Poros, his lifetime’s
scholarship literally beneath
his feet. One evening, a man
with an enormous suitcase
arrived from Vancouver, and
introduced himself to Morri-
son as an Iranian model-
maker of ancient oared ships.
The professor shook him by

the hand and said: “Good

heavens, a Peﬁ\an come to
spy on Salamis!”
Olympias did not turn out
perfect, but the ship has
proved many points and
spuwned much debate follow-
ing its various trials, which
have included a visit to Lon-
don. There are plans for it to
attend the Olympics in
Athens in 2004, Meanwhile,
Coates has revised some de-
tails of the seating and oars,
and believes that the next
trireme will match the
performances claimed by
Xenophon (130 nautical miles
in a day) and Thucydidess
185-mile race against time.
Sinclair Morrison’s model
of the Olympias resides at the
River and Rowing Museum,
Henley-on-Thames, along
with a full-sized segment of
the revised design and a dis-
phy featuring John Morrison's
intriguing detective work. A
new edition of Morrison and
Coates’s book, The Athenian
‘Ivireme, with contributions by
rowing master Boris Rankov,
has just been published by
Cambridge University Press.

orrison was edu-
cated at Charter-
house, and took
double first in
classies at Trinity College,
Cambridge, in 1932. He began
his academic career as a fel-
Tow at the college in 1937, and
continued with the British
Council in Cairo and Bagh-
dad during the second world
war, followed by the chair of
Greek at Durham University
in 1945. He returned to Trin-
ity as senior tutor in 1950,
later moving to the new
Churchill College, and, after-
wards, spending 14 years as
president of Wolfson College.
He sat on many commit-
tees, the most important
being that on sixth-form edu-
cation (1968-72). He was joint
cditor of the Classical Re-
view. He upened Cambridge
10 a wider range of schools,
and was instrumental in per-
suading the colleges to join
the old Universities Central
Council on Admissions. He
was appointed CBE in 1991.
During the war, Morrison
married Elizabeth Shulman,
the governerness to King
Faisal of Iraq. She survives
him, together with their three
sons and two daughters.
Christopher Dodd

John Sinclair Morrison, clas-
sicist and triremes expert,
born June 15 1913; died Octo-
ber 25 2000

Chronicler of the

folksong world

Eric Winter

he folksong writer
and chronicler Eric
Winter, who has
died aged 79, went
the way most music journal-
ists would choose: reviewing
from his hospital bed. In his
case, it was John and Alan
Lomax’s Big Brazos record-
ings for Reference Reviews.
Folksong is a concept that
has been subjected to many
definitions since its inven-
tion in 1773, cantinually
redefined to reflect political
and doctrinal stances and
cultural exclusivencss, Win-
ter was one of many writers
who put a topical side-spin
on the f-word, as well as
championing traditional folk

music.
His father worked asa
craftsman spinner and
weaver, got gassed during the
first world war, and, when
the cotton trade collap:
became foreman at a brick-
works. Eric himscll‘ wona

Winter . ... optimistic writing
ing manager in a Manchester
department store. Called up
to the RAF in 1940, he
worked in radar, first as a
mechanic, and later an as in-
structor. Off base, he fell in
with Unity Theatre circles.
After demob, he went
through a number of jobs —
t&lcher sales rep, librarian,
1 the while

Lyne gmmmdr sumol, ﬂnd
by 19, was internal advertis-
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staying active in the trades
union movement and Jeft-
wing artistic circles. In 1949,
he met Audrey Hunt, his sec-
ond wife. He sang with the
folk group spin-off of the
London Youth Choir, and

at folk sessions at Soho's 44
Club in Gerrard Strect.

In the immediate postwar
years, Sing Out! shone
brighter than any other folk
magazine. But it was Ameri-
can and currency restrictions
meant it was difficult to ob-
tain. Hoping to create a simi-
lar publication in Britain,
Winter, John Hasted and
John Ambrose launched Sing
— symbolically on May Day
195%. It was a Small unas-

various day jobs, he chroni-
cled the folk scene, and was a
linchpin for important early
festivals, such as Loughbor-
ough and Keele. Between
1973 and 1986, he taught
journalism at the London
College of Printing.

Winter was not content
merely to file copy: he prose-
lytised. Through Sing, he fed
songs into the folk scene’s
communal maw, publishing
songs by John Brunner, Syd-
ney Carter, the McPeakes,
Pete Seeger and many others.
His song, The Flowers Of
Manchester, prompted by
the 1958 Munich air disaster,
was recorded by the Spin-
ners. Typically, his journal-
ism was optimistic, positive
and supportive.

So many words have been
expended about the Ameri-
can folk protest boom that
peopie have forgotten that
the stifled American scene
had been turning moribund
in the late 1950s, The British
folk scene embraced the
blacklisted Pete Seeger in
1959 and 1961. Seeger was re-
freshed by British songwrit-
ing, and Sing contributed Lo
the groundswell that led to
the founding of magazines
such as Broadside, in the
United States, and Folk Roots
and Swing 51 in Britain.

n activist and
champion of the
cause, Winter will
be remembered
as an important prince of
the British folk revival.
He chronicled the move-
ment, contributed to the
folk repertoire, both as
songwnter and song dis-

he poet and Meth-
odist minister Fred-
erick Pratt Green,
‘who has died aged
97, was the most prolific
writer of hymns since
Charles Wesley. He achieved
national prominence when
his Hymn For The Nation
was used in the Queen ’s sil-
ver jubilee service in 1977,
Earlier, in 1973, his poem,
‘The Old Couple, was in-
| cluded by Philip Larkin in
| the Oxford Book of 20th-
Century English Versc. His
| more than 300 hymi
| written after his retirement,
grace the hymn books of
most of the world.

Pratt Green was born in the
Edwardian home of a Liver-
pool leather merchant. In
one of his poems, he observe
that, from his mother, he in-
herited a peace-loving dispo-
sition and the invaluable
quality of sensitivity; from
his father, he gained a quick
temper and an eye to busi-
ness; and, from both, he
learned respect for deif

‘At school, he thought about
becoming an architeet, but
chose to spend four years in
his father’s business. When
the family moved to Wal-
lasey, Cheshire, he heard
asermon based on John
Masefield’s The Everlasting
Mercy, and felt called to the
Methodist ministry. He
emerged from Didsbury The-
ological College in 1928 con-
vinced that fundamentalism
‘was 4 grave misinterpreta-
tion of the Bible, that Christ-
ian unity, though seemingly
unattainable, was an impor-
tant goal, and that the

church must {nvolve itself in
social concerns,

Pratt Green’s dlslmgmshcd
service as an itinerant minis-
ter took him to Yorkshire and
Lnn(lnn He spent the war
s at Ilford, Essex, com-
bmmg h waork with air war-
den duties. For five years, he
prmch(.d at the Dome con-
cerl hall in Brighton, holding
a 2000-strong congregation
without any visual aid.

After meeting and exchang-
ing verses with & competent
aguostic poet, Fallon Webb —
they met regularly to criticise
cach other’s output — Pratt
Green became Methodisn's
poet and published several
collections, encouraged by
John Betjeman,

‘When he retired from the
ministry, fell-walking and
a chance to paint were
planned. However, the
Methodists were preparing a
hymn book supplement and,
in 1967, turned to their poet.
Pratt Green wrote eight

=

| hymns for the supplement

and, in the following 10
years, turned out 150 more.
His most sung hymn in
global terms, When In Our
Music God Is Glorified,
echoes Psalm 150 with its
line, “Let every instrument be
turned for praise”; and recalls
how “the church in liturgy
and song has borne witness
to the truth in every tongue.”
Gad Is Here, As We His Peo:
ple, is concerned with church
worship, while, in contrast,
Pratt Green's text beginning,
“When the church of Jesus
shuts its cuter door, et the 1
roar of traffic drown the voice

gospel events. His powerful i
text for Passiontide begins,
“Jesus in the olive grove”;
his Advent hymn, Long Ago
Prophets Knew, leads us from
the Old Testament to the mys-
tery of incarnation. He says
au revoir to us with his hymn:
“The church of Christ in every
age/ beset by change but
spirit led,/ must claim and
test its heritage/ and keep
on rising from the dead.”
Pratt Green himself was
gentle, impatient of burcau-
cracy, and saw the presence
of God in other religious i

enck Pratt Green

faiths as well as revering his
own. With his wife Marjorie
Dowsett, a teacher whom
he had married in 1931, he
retired to a Methodist home
for the aged in 1990, where
he continued to write both
poetry and hymns. She died
in 1993. They had no chil-

ren.
Bernard Braley
The Rew Frederick Pratt
Green, poet, Methodist minis-
ter and hymn writer, born

September 2 1903; died
October 22 2000

of prayer” warns us against

allowing our hymns to drug
us to forget the needs of our
hungry, suffering world.

Pratt Green addressed the
issues of the midnight of the
soul in his profound text,
“When our confidence is
shaken in beliefs we thought
secure’, in which he reminds
us that “God is active in the
tensions of a faith not yet ma-
ture”. In his hymn for the
Queen's silver jubilee — “It is
the God who holds the nations
in the hollow of his hand” —
he underlines the thought that

“self-givingisa: meAsure of the
greatness of the goc

Fred's text in Lommcm-
oration of Julian of Norwich,
Rejoice In God’s Saints, devel-
oped later for wider use, was
followed by others in celebra-
tion of the patronal saints of
many churches. His text, The
Stewardship Of The Earth,
reminds us that we are stew-
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uming packed
full of information, :md. skip-
ping over an unsatisfactory,
but brief, interregnum with
Fred Woods's Folk Review, it
an to 65 issues, folding in
July/August 1974.

inter also worked on

the folk desks of the Melody
Maker, Music Maker and
New Musical Express, subbed
for Odhams’s Home Maker
and wrote for the UK Press

Gazette. While holding down

an
physically with hosplmhty
and support.

Furthermore, as lan Ander-
son, the editor of Folk Roots
(another link in the chain),
expressed it, he had “the
transparency of the good
journalist”

Ken Hunt

Eric Winter, journalist and
songwriter born December 19
1920; died October 23 2000

Birthdays

Russ lelard, mck m\mudn
and singer, 53; Michael
Colling, former US astronaut,
70; Dick Francls, novelist,

80; John Gunter, theatrical
deslgner lan Hutchin-
son, cricketer, 36; lilinols
Jacquet, jazz suxophonist,
78; HRF Keating, crime
novelist, 74; Barrie Keeffe,

dramatist, 55; Michael
Kitchen, actor, 52; Angela
Knight, investment manager
and former Conservative MP,
50; John Lowe, jockey, 72;
Sarah Macaulay, public rela-
tions consultant, 37; Prof
Robert Mahler, physician,
76; Kevin Mooney, jockey,
46; Charles Moore, cditor,
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