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P R EF A CE

TO TRHE

/v O R K &

OON after the deceafe of Mr. TorLADY,
many perfons, who loved his principles,
and revered his memory, exprefled an earneft
defire to have a complete edition of his /7o ks.
Nothing of the kind was however attempted,
until the year 1792, when the undertaking was
finally determined upon. Materials were ac-
cordingly colleted, and applicaticn was made
to fome gentlemen of literary character, whole
principles comcided with the author’s, to un-
dertake the arrangement for publication. Their
afliftance was promifed, but the conditions were
atterwards found to be fuch as could not be
aflented to, without proving injurious to the
work, and probably giving it the appearance of
an impofition on the public. Apprehenfive that
the world would thus be deprived of a confi-
cerable part of the writings of a jultly admired
author, the proprietors determined to proceed
n the undertaking, and the fuperintendence
devolved on one whofe abilities (in his own
eltimation) were difproportioned to the tafk.
He is fatisfied with having fecured from obli-
vion {o large a portion of valuable compofitions,

nd throws himfelf uvpon the candour of the
A publia’fa




11 Preface to the Works.
public, without any ftudied or affected apo-
logies.

The peculiar object 1n the writings of Mr.,
Toplady was to bring vital chriftianity to view,
and to difplay 1ts principles defended with ar-
guments drawn from the fame fource. His
admirable pages are a mafterly and Conﬁﬁent
defence of the .divine attributes, 1n unifon
with the writings of the Old and New Tefta-
ment. For it will be felf-evident to thof
who will only confider, that the perennial
oppofition made to the do&rines of difcri
minating grace, in the abfolute love of the
everlafting Father, proceeding forth from him
in his beloved Son, and communicated to a
peculiar people by the Holy Spirit, are the
identical objeétions reiterated againft the pur-
pofes of the Almighty, refpeGting the reﬁr1£ho11
of the volume of revelation.

[t muft be perceivable, that the very re-
ception of the Scriptures among any people,
cannot be fupported but on the principles of
our author. For the queltion has been afked,
and often repeated, If the divine records are
acknowledged to be ¢ a light to them who fit
in darknefs, and in the thadow of death,” and
a dire®ory ¢ to guide their feet in the paths of
peace,” how 1s 1t to be accounted for, that mil-
lions of the mnhabitants of the globe are without

its faving and falutary influence. Taking 2

{urvey
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furvey of human nature, what reafon can be
given that fo many of our fellow-creatures are
worfhipping the 1dols of their imagination with
obfcene and barbarous rites, and others funk
into the very dregs of brutal voluptuoufnefs ?
Why 1s the Vedam, the Zend-avefta, the
Sadder, and the Alcoran, received and acknow-
ledged with all their fanciful conje&ures, and
chronological chimeras, and the depofit of facred
writ, not {o much as heard of in the midft of the
rubbifh of thofe abfurdities; and where the vi-
vifying beams of revelation are difplayed, as
they are in this country, aund at'this period of
time, how is it that the intellectual darknefs of
the mind is not diflipated fo as to perceive its
rndiance ¢ Who upon earth can give a {atis=
fatory reafon for thefe falts, or develope to the
human mind the various difpenfations of God,
i denying or with-holding the light of reve-
ltion, without refolving 1t mto the divine will,
and ultimately to take up the words of him who
fpake as never man did 7 ¢ Even {o Father, for
01t feemeth good in thy fight.”

Thefe weighty inveftigations, which the im-
portance of the {ubje&t brings under confider-
aton, were fome of the principal topics which
employed the abilities of our author. From
thofe who are not influenced by a faving know-
ledge of the truth as it is in Jefus, nothing is
0 be expeted in the perufal of thefe writings,

but



'\ Preface to the IV arks.

but the moft inveterate oppofition, hafty cen.
{ure, and unbridled licence of declamation
while thofe who are taught from above, cannot
be brought to abandon a belief {o full of enli-
vening confolations, and attefted to their con-
{ciences by irrefragable documents, they will
be induced to contemplate, the 1nconceivable
oreatnefs, the inacceflible height, the unfa-
thomable refearches and unmeafurable extent of
thefe heavenly excellencies, and exclaim with
the apoftle Paul, ¢ O the depth of the riches,
“both of the wifdom and the krowledge of
God, how unfearchable are his judgments, and
his ways paft finding out.” While meditating
in this pteliminary ftate on thefe things, the
thoughts will expand with an earneft defire to
that eventful period, when a far nobler {fcene
fhall be opened, when this taint twilight fhall
be preceded with the blaze of an eternal
* day, and when that which 1s perfet 1s come,
then that which 1s 1n part thall be done away.

¢ The ProprieTors defire to acknowledge publicly,
1n terms of the warmeft and motit fincere gratituce, their obli-
gations to the promoters of the work, and particularly to Mr.
HUSSLEY, for the many marks he has thewn of his difinterefted
attention, as well as for his cheerful communication ot_" the re«
maining manuflcripts of his dear deceafed friend.
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M E M O

OF THE

Rev. AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, A.B.

N perufing the pages of biography, we find

therein delineated the achievements of various
perfons exhibited to the world, according to the ca-
price and mutability of human opinion. But when
we turn our views to the infallible leaves of infpira-
tion, we difcover a juft difcrimination of characters,
with that mark of diftinétion ftamped upon them
from heaven, that {tands in everlafting force, and
admits of no exception. According to Scripture
teftimony, the righteous and the wicked are the only
two claffes that mankind are divided into, whatever
becomes of the ungodly, the facred records inform
us, that 1t fhall be well ref{pecting the prefent and
cternal profperity of believers.  For, ¢ the founda-
tion of the Lord,” or his immoveable purpole re-
ipeCting his people, ¢ ftandeth fure, having this
ieal,” this authentic and inviolable fanttion, ¢ The
Lord knoweth,” the Lord loves and will ever con-
tinue to take care of ¢ them that are his.”

We have many flriking illuftrations of the won-
derfﬂul prefervations experienced by the worthies of
the Oid and New Teitaments, their whole hiftory
Prefents us with little elfe than a continued chain of
miraculous providences. When God has had any
Particular employment for them to be engaged 1n,
hoy fuitably has he prepared and equiped his work-

men for the work he has appointed them for. 1If, for
a ¢Xapie,
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example, we look at Eljah, we fhall perceive a plaiy
blunt honeft prophet; a {tranger to refinement, and
to the blandifhments of the world, but formed t5
{peak of God’s teftimonies before princes, withoyt
being afhamed. It was Elyah againft all Ifrael, and
all Iirael againft Eljah. < But his bow abode in
firength, and the arms of his hands were made ftrong,
by the bands of the mighty God of Jacob.” How
eminently 1s this exemphfied 1n the hiftory of
Ilaiah, Jeremiah, John the Bapti{t, and the apoftle
Paul, who were copioufly turntfhed for that {phere
of action unto which they were appointed.

If we deicend trem Jewilh to modern times, many
peculiar inftances will occur to clucidate this re-
mark. Luther had inflexible enemies to withftand,
and he {trove with them roughly. His nerveswerelike
{teel, his bow like iron ; his voice like thunder, and
the force of his pen, has been compared to the weight
of Hercules’s club. He was deltined to engage with
dangers and fierce perfecutions; and God armed
him for the war accordingly. Calvin was a complete -
gentleman, and a polite {cholar, his feelings were
fine, and his nerves delicate. He was not appomnt-
ed of God, for fuch bhard public werk as Luther : and,
comparatively {peaking, he met with little violent
perfecution during the courfe of his life.

In our own country, Mr. Whiteficld was defigned -
of God, to be the grand and honoured inftrument of
reftoring the truths and the power of the gofpel in
Fnoland. He was therefore fitted for his employ.
He feared the face ncither of men nor devils.  Like -
an eagle he fiew from country to country, {ounding
intrepidly the gofpel trumpet as he flew. |

Mr. Hervey was not prepared, neither was he
calied to, the {ame dangerous and difhcuit depart-
ment. The holy rector of Wefton, was formed more
for ftudy than for public a&ion; it was his delight

to cultivate the elegant parts of learning in retre-
| | ment
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Rev. Aungnfins Toplady. 3

ment and obfcurity ; and to {peak for Chrift rather
by his pen, than as an apoltolic itinerant.

Mr. Toplady was peculiarly {et apart to exhibit
and defend the prominent features of revelation. He
has puthed his adverfaries with more 1nflexibility,
mtrepldtry' and vigour, than was ever done by any
precedmg champions. His animated warmth was
jftly proportioned to the caufe he had efpouled.
The objections that have been reiterated againft the
doctrines of grace, appeared to have been collected
into one focus, and held up to his view with an air
of triumph, and with the confidence of certain vic-
tory, but under the divine auipices, andin the {pirt
of fincerity and truth, he was enabled to repel thofe
2ttacks that were made agrinft the bulwark of Chrif-
tianity, 1n {uch a manner as almofit to fuperfede any
elogium that can be pailed upon his uncommon
abilities.

The la®t illuftrious charccter, who 1s the {ubjelt of
thefe memoirs, was fon of Kichard Toplady, a
major. who died at the ficoe of Carthagena, {oon
efter his birth. His moether’s mnaiden name was Ca-
tharine Bate. She was fifter to the late Rev. Mr.,
lulia Bate, and the Rcv Mr. Boate, reftor or St.
Pau)s Depttord; by whom they were married at
the above Chulc Dfﬂ*f‘em sy 27, 1”'*7 ‘They had
‘Tue one fon name d Francis, who died 1 his in-
tancy, and afterwards our author., He drew his firl

breath at Farnham, in Susrey, November the 4th,
1740.  His got dfathers wer: Auguitus Naddleton,
and Adot wl*us Montague, Liguires: in Lonour 1o

tnom he bore the m}ﬁlm naome of the one, and
fi_le lurname of the other. FHe received the firtt ru-
diments of his education at Weltminfter-ichoal,
where he carly evinced and increaied a peculiar
zenius,  From his ftudies at that plac.._, he accom-
umd his honoured parent In a journey to Irund,
wpuriue claims to an eftate which the had in that
vingdom.  Notwithitanding the {olitary ftate n
12 | which
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which his mother was left, fhe anxioufly watched
over him, with the deepe{’c {fympathy of affe&ion,
and perfevered 1n a plan for his education, and fu-
ture views 1n life, which were the principal concerns
of her maternal {olicitude. The fon returned her
tender care with the utmoft affection. Indeed, {5
oreat was the obligation, which he always conceived
he owed her, that he never mentioned her, but in
words expreflive of {fenfibihity and gratitude.

As this fon of the prophets was improving thofe
natural talents, he was {o eminently endowed with,
it pleafed God in his providence, when he was about
the age of hixteen, to direct his {teps into a barn, ata
place called Codymain, 1n Ireland, where a layman
was preaching. The word of God then delivering,
was fixed upon his conicience, ¢ in demonftration
of the {pirit and with power.” Let 1t not rafhly be
deemed the enthufialm of a wvifionift, or the zm
fatuus of rehgious diftra¢tion, when we aflert, ¢ That
his faith did not ftand in the wifdom of men, but in
the power ot God.”” There was nothing pecuhar I the
place, or inflrument to work upon the fancy or paf-
fions ; therefore, for to attemnt to explain the effect,
by any logical or metaphyﬁcal inveftigation, would
be ndiculous, while we have the Scnptures 1n con-
cgeniality with facts, to inform us that < it pleafeth
God, by the foohfhneis of preaching, to fave them
that beheve ;

A few years after the above memorable circum-
ftance, Mr. Toplady refleéts upon 1t 1n the follow-
ing words: ¢ February 29, 1768, at mght, after
my return from Exeter, my defires were ﬁrong Y
drawn out, and drawn up to God. I could, indeed,
fav, that I groaned with the groans of love, joy, and
peace ; but {o 1t was, even with comfortable groans
that cannot be uttered That {weet text, Ephefans
xi. 13, Ye, who were fometimes afar of'f are made
nigh by the blood of Chrift, was partlcula.ll} de-

lightful and refrething to my foul ; and the more {0,
as
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as it reminded me of the days and months that are

aft, even the day of my fenfible efpoufals to the
}k))r*;degroom of the ele&. It was from that paflage,
that Mr. Morris preacked on the memorable even-
ing of my effectual call, by the grace of God, under
the miniitry of that dear meflenger, and under that
fermon, 1 was, I truft, brought nigh by the blood
of Chrift, 1n Auguft, 17:6.

“ Strange that I, who bhad {o long fat under the
means of grace 1n England, fhould be brought nigh
to God 1 an obfcure part of Ireland, amidft an
handful of God’s people met together in a barn, and
under the miniftry of one who could hardly {pell his
name ! Surely 1t was the Lord’s doing, and 1s mar-
vellous! The excellency of {uch power muft be of
God, and cannot be of man: the regenerating {pirit
breathes not only on whom, but likewi{e when,
where, and as he hiteth.”

On the perufal of this event, no doubt but the
{ceptic will rage, the deift {neer, and the perfon
who affumes the chara¢ter of a rational Chriftian will
contumacioufly afk, how can thefe things be ? Ra.
ther let {fuch 1n a {pirit of humility fall proftrate before
God, and intreat him to make them recipients of
the grace of converfion, which bringeth {alvation.
For without this experience, real vital Chriftianity
will appear futile and fallacious, and the divine re-
cords feem as volatile as the {ybil leaves.

Our author early made it appear, that he was not
afraid of literary labour; the valuable years of his
youth were devoted to uleful and honourable ftudies,
rather than 1n frivolous occupations, fuch as too often
engrofs the minds of young men at his age. He laid
a {olid bafis for future years, and the fuperfiru©ure
was beautiful. Between the age of fifteen and eigh-
teen, by way of relaxation from his ftudies, Le em-
ployed himfelf in writing little poetic pieces, which
were printed 1n a 1z2mo. volume, at Dublin, in the
year 1759. Theyare by no means deficient in {pirit

a3 and
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and force: {eme of the verfes are truly poetical, and
many of the thoughts new. Amidft the (mall ; in-
accuracies of thefe juvenile compoﬁtwns, there are
indubitable marks of ccnius. The youth and inex.
perience of the wutel, muit be looked upon as ap
extenuation, {o as to preclude every idea of crij-
cifim. The ardour of plet‘y‘ and religion, which
irradiatfﬁd the morning of lus Life, was mcreafed with
luftre 1n his maturer years.

Richly replete with a variety of gifts, and divine-
lv inftruéted 1nto thofe doctrines requifite for 4
Chriftian and a minifter, he received impofition
of hands on Trinity Sunday, the 6th of June, 1762,
He entered upon the minifterial fun&ion, not only
as a fcholar, and as one proiefling 1ehg10n but as
an honeft man. He mu]tlons that Le {ubfcribed
to the articles, homilies, and liturgy, five {eparate
times, from principle ; he did not believe them,
becaufe he fubfcribed them, but {ubfcribed hem
becaufe he believed them. He was well perfuaded,
that after fuch an awiul declaration made by every
candidate for holy orders, the man that can draw
back, or palllate, for any finifter purpofe, the doc-
trines he has {ublcribed, {o as to infinuate himfelf
into the favour of men, to avoid periecution, or for
any aggrandilement, muft be devoid of every up-
rigcht principle, and openly prove himielf, an apoftate
from the Church, a traitor to the caufe he once
avowed, and a har to the Holy Ghoft.

ohouiy after bis initiation into the nuniitry, he
was 1nducted 1nto the living of Blagdon, 1n Somer-
fetfhire, which was procured by friends, 1n a man-
ner very ufual, but fo {crupulous was he, when
acquatnced with the crireumitance, that he was not
ealy until he had refigned 1t.

In the year 1568, he took poffcfiion of the vicar-
{hip ot Broad- Hembary , near Honiton, m Devon-
thire, which he held until his death. By the love

and lenity he had to his people, the whole produce
10
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of the living did not amount to 8ol. per annum.—
He was by no means fedulous after temporal profits,
or defirous of purfuing ecclefiaftical preferments. It
was his pre-eminence to merit the higheft, and to
be content with the lowefl. In this ﬁtuatlon he
compoled the greatelt part of thofe writings, which
will be efteemed and' valued, while the genuine prin-
cipkes of Chriltianity continue to be revered.

To bring the reader more intimately acquainted
with this excellent character, we (hall infert a diary
found 10 his manufcript papers, entitled ¢ Short
Memorials of God’s gracicus Dealings, with my
Soul, in a Way cf ipiritual Experience, from Dec. 6,

1767, with this motto, ¢ Bethel vifits ought to be
remembered.”  Thev contain an intenfe union of
the moft exalted fentiments in the engagement he
was dedicated unto, and diiplay the feelings of a
foul 1n devout and ardent defires towards the rather
of Spirits, unconnected with a beated mmagination,
or a {tupid ftoiciim of devotion.

Sunday, Dec. 6, 1767. In the morning, read
prayers and preacired, here at I'en-Ottery, to a
very attentive congregation. In the afterncon, the
congregation at Hu..rl_,.lmd was cxceeding numer-
ous ; and God enabled me to preach with great
enlarcement of muind, and fervour. The dodlme
did mdeed {eem to defcend as the dew, and to
be welcome as refrefhing fhowers to the grafs. O
my Lord, let not my miniftry be approvcd only, or
tend to no more than conciliating the efteem and
affe&ions of my people to thy unworthy metlenger ;
but do the work of thy grace upon their hearts : “call
in thy chofen; feal and edity thy regenerate ; and
conmand thy everlafting blefiing on thewr fouls
dive me from felf- opmlon, and from {eli-fecking ;
and may they ceafe from man, and look folely to
thee !

Monday, 5. Received a letter from Mr. Luce,
and anfwered it. Gracious God, difpofe of the

a 4 cvent,
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event, to which it relates, as feemeth beft to thee!
Chufe thou my heritage and my lot! Let it be thy
doing, not mine'!

This afternoon, I received a letter from my
honoured mother, and my cheft from Londopn.
It 1s a fatisfaction to receive thefe prefents and
pledges of an earthly parent’s love : but all the rela-
tions, and all the good things of this life, are lefs
than nothing, and vanity, when compared with the
love of Chrnift that pafieth knowledge, and with one
glimpfe of thy {pecial favour, © thou gracious Fa-
ther of Spirits.

Tuefday, 8. Was much refrefhed, and fenfibly
comforted, 1n the evening, while reading Dr. Gill's
Sermon on the Death of Mr. Fall.

Wednef{day, 9. A good deal of company dined
here. How unprofitable are worldly interviews!
Spent the evening much more advantageoufly in
reading Dr. Gill’s {ermon on ¢ The Watchman’s
Anfwer,” and that great man’s tra¢t on final per-
feverance. L.ord, grant me more and clearer evi-
dences of my intereft 1n that everlafting covenant,
which 1s ordered :n all things, and fure!

Thurlday, 10. Heard that Mr. Duke has had a
relapfe into his fever. Pity, that {o amiable a per-
{fon 1n other refpelts thould want the one thing need-
full! How much has he {uffered, fince T knew him,
by drinking too freely, and how many narrow efcapes
has he had, of his life. Yet, I fear, he goes on flill,
as an ox to the flaughter. << It hath fet him on fire
round about, yet he knows it not : 1t burneth him,
yet he lays 1t not to heart.” Iblefs God, who has
enabled me to be faithful to the {foul of my friend;
and put 1t 1into my mind to write him that letter
of remonftrance, from IL.ondon, above a twelve-
month ago. But, alas! 1 have only delivered my
own foul. Neither experience of prefent evils, nor
the remonfitrances of friends, will or can have any

true effe on a finner’s heart, except thou, O Al-
mighty
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mighty Spirit, vouchfafe to reveal the arm of thy
grace, and quicken the dead in fin, by the effetual
working of thy glorious power. As overfeer of this
parifh, I went down, in the morning, to view two
of the poor-houles, and {ee what repair they want.
Lord, what am 1, that thou haft caft my lot in
fairer ground, and given me a more goodly heritage !
Surely, in a way of providence, no lefs than 1n a
way of grace, thou haft made me to differ; and 1
have nothing which I did not receive from thee.

In the evening, wrote to my mother. Some par-
ticulars, in her laft letters to me, obliged me, 1n my
anfwer, to make the following cbfervations, among
others: ¢ God has fulfilled his promtifes to me, {o
often, and {fo many ways, that 1 think, 1t we could
not truft his faithfulnefs and power, we fhould be
doubly inexcufable. That he works by means, is
certain ;3 and 1 hope to try all that he puts into my
hands. In the mean while, let us calt our care on
him:; and remember that he that believeth, fhall
not make hafte. There 1s one thing that pleafes me
much, about Broad-Hembury, and makes me hope
for a blefling on the event, viz. that 1t was not,
from firft to laft, of my own {eeking : and every
door, without any application of mine, has hitherto
flown open, and all feems to pomnt that way. Asa
cood man fomewhere {ays, * A believer never yet
carved for himfelf, but he cut his own fingers.”—
The all-wife God, whofe never-failing providence
ordereth every event, ufually makes what we {et our
hearts upon unfatisfactory ; and {weetens what we
feared : bringing real evil, out of {ceming good :
and real good, out of feeming evil: to {hew us what
(hort-fighted creatures we are, and to teach us to
hive by faith upon his blefled {elf. If I fhould really
exchange my prefent living, for Broad-Hembury, 1c
will, T believe, be {oon after Chriftmas. In the
mean while add your prayers, that God bhimfelf
would be pleafed to chule my heritage and fix my

lot
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lot ;- command his gracious blefling on the event .
turn the balance, as {eemeth good 1n his fight ; and
make it entirely his own doing; not mine. Do not
let your tendernefs for me get the better of your
confidence 1n God : a fault, I fear, too common,
even with believing parents. Poor Mr. D. is re.
lapfed, and his life 1s defpaired of. Alas! what is
wealth, with 1ts ufual attendants; the luft of the
eye and the pride of life, when death {tares us in the
face ! An intereft in the covenant of grace 1s of more
value, than all the worlds God hath made. Riches
profit not in the day of wrath: but righteoulnefs,
even the obedience, blood, and interceflion of Chrift,
delivereth from the {ting of temporal, and from the
very poflibility of fuffering eternal death. In him

iy we be found, living and dying !”

In my chamber, before I went to bed, was much
comforted while finging praife to the great T hree-
One, the author of all the bleffings 1 enjoy, and of
all I hope for. I can teftify, by {weet and repeated
experience, that finging 1s an ordinance of God, and
a means of grace. Lord, fit my ioul to bear a part
in that {fong for ever new, which the eleCt angels,
and f{ailnts made perfe¢t 1n glory, are now finging

efore the throne and before the Lamb'!

Friday, 11. Rode to Broad-Hembury, on a vifit
to Mr. Luce, where 1 {pent the day, and {topt all
nicht. Before I went to bed, God was with me
private prayer.

Saturday, 12. After breakfaft, left Broad-Hem-
bury, and returned home to Fen-Ottery, taking
Ottery St. Mary in my way, where I called on my
friend Mr. Johnfon. In the evening read biihop
Newton on the Prophecies. At night, was earnctt
with God 1n private prayer, for a blefling on my to-
morrow’s miniftrations ; and received an anfwer of
peace. Lord, evermore increafe my mental depen-
dence on thy Holy Spirit. I am lefs than nothing;

if lefs can be: and O! 1 am worle than nothing, for
[ am
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fam a vile finfler.  But thou art infinitely gracioas,
and all power 1s thine.

Sunday, 13. The Lord was with me, both parts
of the day. Water, O God, the {ouls that heard ;
and the {eed of thy word, {own in weaknefs, do thou
raife in power.

Between morning and afternoon {ervice, read
through Dr. Gill’s excellent and nervous trat  on
predeftination, againf{t Wefley. w {weet 15 that

bleffed and glorlous doltrine, to th toul, when 1t is
received through tie channel of mnward experience !

[ remember, a few years ago, Mr. Wedley faid to
me, concerning Dr. Gill, that * he is a porin
man, and ﬁcfhts for his opinions through thick and
thin.”  Let the doctor hoht as he wdl I am {ure |,
he fights to goed purpoie: and, I believe it may be
hid of my learned friend, as 1t was of the duke of
Mariborough, that he never fought a battle which
ke did not win.

NMionday, 14. This morning, one William Town-
ing, abcut nineteen years old, was brought here
betore Vir. Penny, for bre'1 l\mo’ open an ad robbing
farmer Endicott’s houle yel rdav afternocn, in time
of lervice, while the fa.mzly weie at Church. My
honeft parifhioner, it feems, uft betore he went
out, {tept back into his room, he knew not why, and
put away a Conﬁd*mbie fum of money Into a more
lecret place than where it had um tor {ome time
paft : by which means he was only robbed of hittle
more than thirty fhillings 11 money. How evident-
y providential | Juft Detore the anhappy young
man was going cif, trom Nr. Penny’s, for Ixeter
Jal, his fataer who had hea.rd of i1s ion's fituation
but an hour or two betore, came up to the houte
with a look that too plainly ceclared the agonies of
his heart. Unable to face his parent, the young
man burft 1nto tears, and retired into the orchard,
whither his cuard and his tather tollowed hin

Lord, if it be confiftent with the countel of thy w: H
be
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be the comforter and the {falvation of this finner and
his affli¢ted family. Bad as he is, thy grace can melt
him down. By nature, I am as vile ashe: yet I am, -
I truft, a monument of mercy, and a trophy of thy
redeeming power: Blefled be the Lord, my New-

creator! Blefled be the Lord, my faithful keeper!
On all occafions of this fort, I would recolleé that

excellent line,

‘“ Aut fumus, aut fuimus, vel poffumus efle, quod kic eft.”

Before I came out of my chamber to-day, I was
too hafty and fhort in private prayer. My con-
{cience told me {o, at the time; and yet, {fuch was
my ingratitude, and my folly, that I neverthelefs
reltrained prayer before God. In the courfe of the
day, I had great reafon to repent of my firlt fin, by
being permitted to fall into another. It isjuft, O
Lord, that thou fhould{t withdraw thy prefence from
one, who waited fo carelefsly on thee. May I never
more, onany pretext whatever, rob thee (or rather,
deprive my own {oul) of thy due worfhip ; but make
all things elfe give way to communion with thee !

The Lord, however, was pleafed, in a few hours,
{enfibly to beal my backflidings ; and open the inter-
courfe of love between himfelf and me. 1 never lo
feelingly wonder at my own depravity, nor {fo deeply
abhor mylelf, as when the fire of divine love warms
my heart, and the out-pourings of God’s {pirit en-
iven my {oul. Surely, the knowledge of falvation 1s
the moft poweriul incentive to repentance ; and not
only the moft prevailing, but an abfolutely irrefifti-
ble motive to univerf{al holinefs |

Began Le Clerc’s ¢¢ Ars Critica.”” A moft learn-
ed, and, 1n many refpelts, ufeful performance: yet
fadly interlarded with {cepticifm and profanenefs. God
keep me from being a mere {cholar. As a{pecimen
of this learned Frenchman'’s religion, I tranfcribe the
tollowing paflages, from that part of his book I have
hitherto read. Page g2, < — In N. T. omma
jere pietatis officta, [acrificii nomine, iinterdum indigatan-

1t
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r.  Mors Ghrifti Jacrificium quoque vocatur, quod fuerit
pecipua eus pietatis pars; &S quadam pbabeat facrificiis
ﬁmilicz;” Page 100, ¢ Religio Chriftiana non eff ita
celo integra delapla, wut nullam rationem habeat religionum,
que antea erants [ed omma nova homiubus afferat : con-
tra eff veluti religioms Fudaice furculus, at ipfo truaro
major ac vViridior - which latter claufe 1s no more
than a cold, paltry compliment, added, I fuppofe,
to qualify, in {fome meafure, the rudenefs of what
goes before. But, f{urely, prnmitive Judai{m, and
Chriftianity, are not two religions ; but one and the
fame religion, under two different difpenf{ations.
Page 122, he pofitively afferts, that there are very
many things in the Old Teftament, ““que intellig
nequennt 2’ for proof of which, he afigns fix reafons;
but fuch as even I, with my little knowledge, can
fee through the fallacy of, and, to my own fatisfac-
tion, at leaft, refute. Page 1235, he does, in falt,
deny that Hebrew can be underftood at all, with
certainty ; fome Jews, {ays he, did, about a thoufand
years after Chrift, begin to compofe Grammars, and
Commentaries on Scripture. * Sed quum quicquid
Tudei recentiores dixerunt hanc in vem, nitatur vel antho-
ritute Nlafforetharum, vel vetirious verfionibus, <vel eovin
conjecturis y necefle eff eos” [1.e. the Chrillian writers]
“gion manus flultuare ac cateros wnterpretes.  NMaflorethe
enim — Menda [ui codicis confecidruni.””  "T'he preceding
part of the citation reprefents the language itfelf as
hardly intelligible : but the latter is fuch an home
thruft at the Scriptures, as, I am apt to think, never
tell from the pen of any other writer that called
him{elf a Chriftian.  Prefently after, he tells- us, that
the Samaritan Pentateuch 1s preferable to the He-
brew ; as being iree from many {maller blunders,
with which thelatter < paflin, every where,” abounds.
He ranks it among Rabbinical conjeétures, to f{up-
pole ¢ Cedicem bodiernum carere mendis, [&] linguam
Hebraicam perfedlifimam effe.”” Page 126, he falls
loul on Gramumars and Lexicons : as things in which

VEry
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wery little confidence can be repofed: adding, by
way of crown to all the reft, < Iraque fatendunm eft,

v CONAI? %sé\m TEQULULY [LEYX HUMA Saracong, Qﬂt‘_ /j)é’?"(Zf _/;5’, ﬁ{é-
Jfidiis memoratis” [ namely, the Hebrew Scripture it-
{elf ; all comnientators, whether jewith or Chriftian,
and all Grammars, Lexicons, &c. | ¢ adptum, med;)-
crem adepturum cognitionem lingue Hebraice” 1If o,
tarewell to'all knowledge, not only of the Hebrew,
but of every dead language whatever. Even Lexi-
cons and Gramimars are not to be trufted. But i
not this the very quinteflence of {cepticiim? And
thould not {uch a critic, with all his pomp of litera-
¢ure, be hiffed out of the learned world ? 1 mean,
{0 far as he endeavours to fap the foundation of
learning itlelf, and (which will always, 1n fome mea-
fure, ftand or {fall with 1t) found rehigion? Yet this
15 the writer, whole theological works (which I never
defire to {ee) were {o {trenuoufly recommended to
me, {ome years ago, by my triend, the prefent
bifhop of Ciogher!

Friday, 18. Rode to Honaiton; when 1 bought
Whitty’s Sermons, the cxcellent profeffor Waleus's
Works, and two volumecs of the Cripplegate Lectures.
In the evenine, on my return to Fen-Ottery, had
fome fhoert but fweet ravs of comfort from above.

Saturday, 19. Was afllicted with wanderings in
private prayer. Lord, melt down my 1cy heart, and
grant me to wait upon thee adxcwasve. O when, to
ufe the languaze of the {feraphic Mr. Hervey, wiil my
devotions be no longer ¢¢like the motes, which
flutuate to and fro in the air, without any vigorous
impulfe or certain aim; but like tae arrow, which
{prings from the {trained bow, and, quick as light-
nicg, flies to the mark!” My Gad, T want the
Swais eveyspom, the 1nwrought prayer (as Mr. Henry
juftly tranflates James v. 16.), the prayer of the
heart, wrought in the {ou! by the Holy Ghoit.

Sunday, 20. Was indifpofed, the former part of

the day., Read prayers and preached, 1n the morn-
1ng,
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ng, but languidly. In the afternoon, God renew-
ed my {trength: and I read prayers and preached,
at Harpford, with much freedom of foul, to an ex-
ceeding large congregation, O the difference, the
inexpreflible difference, between enjoying God’s pre-
{fence, and pining 1n his abfence! This day, my
{foul has been like a chariot without wheels; and,
afterwards, mounted as on eagle’s wings. Bleﬁ'ed be
God, for tempering diftrefs with joy! too much of
the former might weigh me quite down; too much
of the latter, might exalt me above meafure. It 1s
wifely and kindly done, O God, to give me a tafte
of both.

Monday, 21. In the morning, married John
Court and Sufannzh Carter, at Harpford. On my
return hither, {pent the after part of the day, read-
ing the late Mr. Whitty’s Sermons ; not without
fome fenfible comfort and joy in the Holy Ghoft:
yet, evangelical as the matter of thefe difcourfes 1s,

the ﬂ} le 1n which theyare written, will not fuffer me
to think that the worthy author himtelf ever intend-
ed them for publication. It 1s a pity, but the editor
had firft let them pafs under the file of fome able
friend.  INeverthelels, the inaccuractes of compofi-
tion are greatly over- balanced by the {weet {avour
of that precious name and adorable orace, which,
to the bfﬁh...,vmcr loul, are as omtment poured
forth

Tue efday, 2 Allday within, The former part
ot 1t, I was Cunﬁdera,i oly out of order: and ex-
per 1enCt,d {cmething of what 1t 1s to have a boedy
without health, and a {oul without comfort. But,
while I was mufing, the fire kindled : and the hght
of God’s countenance thone within. 1 found a par-
ticular blefling, 1in reading Mr. Mayo’s Sermon
(Viorning AJ.}&Q]‘CI{‘GS, vol. 1v. Serm. 1v.) on our ‘“de-
liverance by Chrift from the fear of death,” Heb. 1.
15. Several thiungs, 1n that choice dilcourfe, {truck
e much; amony the reft, the obiervations that

' follow
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follow: ¢ The apoftle fays, 1 Thefl. 1v.. 14. that
Jefus died ; but that the faints fleep in him: the
reafon, why the phrafe 1s vaued, 1s, becaufe he fuf-
tained death with all its terrors, that {o 1t might be.
come a calm and quiet fleep to the faints.”’—Satan
defired to have Peter, that he mught f{ift him a;
" wheat: and with what did he fift and fhake him?
Why, it was with the fear of death. Peter was afraid
they would deal with him, as they were dealing with
his mafter. It was his flavith fear of death, that
made him deny Chrift : but anon, he recovered him-
felf, and got above this fear : how came this about?
>Twas by means of faith. Chrift had prayed for him,
that his faith thould not tail. It may be faid of
thofe, who are fearful of death, that they are of little
faith.” ¢ It 1s ufual with God to give his people
fome clufters of the grapes of Canaan, here in the
wildernefs: to give them {ome drops of that new
wine, which they (hall drnink in the kingdom of their
Father. This fets them a longing, to have their fill
thereof : even as the Gauls, when they had tafted
the wines of Italy, were not fatisfied to have thofe
wines brought to them, but would go to poflels the
land where the vines grew.”

In the afternoon, my indifpofition was, 1n great
meafure, removed. Surely the thedding abroad of
divine love 1n the heart, and a good hope through
grace, frequently conduce as much to the health of
the body, as to health of foul. This is not the firit
time I have found 1t fo.

Thur{day, 24. My faith was weak, and my com-
fort {mall, this whole day; efpecially in the even-
ing. Yet, this i1s my rock of dependence, that tie
fcundation of the Lord ftandeth fure; lis love 1
unchangeable ; his purpole according to election
cannot be overthrown ; his covenant 1s from ever-
lafting to everlafting; and he girdeth me whenl
know 1t not. - |

Friday, 25. Read prayers, preached and admi-

niftered the holy {facrament, here at Fen-Ottery, }iﬂ
the
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the morning. Farmer T e (whom I
happened to meet at Miktam, no longer ago
than laft ' Wedne{day evening, {o drunk that he could
hardly fit on his horfe) prefented himfelt at the
Lord’s table, with the reft of the communicants:
but I paft him by; not daring to adminifter the
fymbols of my Saviour’s body and blood to one who
had lately crucified him afrefh, and had given no
proof of repentance. He . appeared furprifed and
sbathed. Lord, make this denial of the outward
vifible fign, a means of inward and {piritual grace to
his foul f—In the afternoon, read prayers and preach-
ed to a very large congregation at Harpford. Drank
tea at Farmer Carter’s. Spent part of the evening,
at Mr. Leigh’s, at Hayne. From thence, returned
home, to Fen-Ottery. A day of moft intenle
cold.

[ would obferve, that T have, through the blefling
of God, been perfectly well through this whole day,
both as to health, {trength, and {pints; and gone
through my Church duties with the utmoft eafe,
freedom, and pleafure, yet I have experienced
nothing of that {piritual comfort and joy, which 1
ometimes do. A demonftration this, that they are
prodigioufly wide of the mark, who think that
what believers know to be the joys of the Holy
Ghoft, are, in fa&, no other than certain plealing
enfations, arifing from a brifk circulation of the
blood, and a lively flow of the animal {pirits. In
this light, the confolations of God are confidered by
thofe who never experienced them. Butif what
the regenerate declare to be the {weetnels of divine
fellow{hip, 1s, in reality, no more than, what the
COld formaliﬂ: imagines, thC MeEre I'E‘ﬁ.llt svefsag o'w,u-:rjmﬂq;
it would follow, that every perfon, when 1in full health
and {pirits, actually enjoys that inward complacency
and {weetnefs. But this 1s very far from beiug the
cafe, [ myfelf am a witnels, that {piritual comforts

e fometimes higheft, when bodily health, ftrength,
b znd
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and {pirits areat the loweft; and 'when bodily healtl),
ftrength, and {pirts are at the higheft, {piritual com-
forts are fometimes at the lowelt; nay, clear gone,
and totally abfent. Whence I conclude, that the
fenfible effufion of divine love in the foul, 15 {uperior
to, independent of, and diftinct from, bedily
health, ftrength, and ipirits.  Thele may be, where
that is not; and vice ver/d.

At mght 1 .y chamber, God was with me inmy
private waiting upon him ; and 1 could, 1ndeed, fay,
from an heart-iclt {enfe of his love, that 1t 1s good
for me to draw nigh unto the Lord. Thy vifitation,
fweet Jc'us, 1s the iife and joy of my {pirit.

Saturday, 26. Gave Dr. Gill’s Tract on Juftifi-
cation, another reading : not without much edifica-
tion and comfort. 1 do think, that this great man’s
arguments for the proper eternity of this bleffing, ex
parte Dei, are unanfwerable. Glory be to thee, O
Lord, for my fenfe of {pecial intereft 1n thy everlaft-
1ng love! Were all the treafures of ten thoufand
worlds difplayed to my view, the fight of them, the
mere fight, would not make me the richer nor the
happter: 1t 1s the knowledge of peculiar property in
any blefling, that felicitates the {oul. In this the
comfort lies. And, thanks to divine grace, I can
look upon all the unfearchable riches of Chriit, as
my own. Lord, increale my faith, and add to my
thankfulne{s, more and more.

Sunday, 27. In the morning, read prayers and
preached, at Harpford ; to a congregation tolerabiy
large, and very attentive. Afterwards, adminiftered
the Lord’s Supper, to fome who appcared truly de-
vout communicants, It was indeed an ordinance ol
love to my own foul. T experienced the favour and
prelence of God. T fat under his fhadow with great
dehight, and his fruit was pleafant to my taite.

In the afternoon read prayers, and prenched, with
great liberty and enlargement of mind, here at ten-
Ottery. My fubjet was A&s xiil. 39. 1k

Sermon
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Sermon itfelf (excepting a few additions here and
there) was what 1 had formerly wrote 1n Ireland, in
the year 1760, a little before I quitted college. 1
can never be {ufficiently thankful, that my religicus
principles were all fixed, long before I ever entered
mto orders. Through the good hand of my God
upon me, 1 fat out in the mimitry with clear gof-
pel-light from the firft: a blefling not vouchi{afed to
every one. Many an evangelical minifter has found
him{elf obliged to retract and unfay what he had
taught before 1n the days of his ignorance. Lord,
how is 1t that 1 have been {o fignally favoured of
thee ! O keep me to the end, {tedfaft 1n thy truths.
Let me but go on experunentally and fenfibiy to
know thee ; and then 1t will bz ablolutely impofiible
for me to depart from the precious docirines of
orace : my eariy infight into which, I look upon as
one of the diftinguifhing bleflings of my lite.

In the evening, received a letter from Mr. An-
drew Lacam, of London; wheretn he gives me this
account of his late fifter, Mrs. Carter, who died lalt
month : ¢She had, for {fome time, lett the fountain
of living waters. I had two diffsrent conferences
with her during her 1illnefs. I aflured her, that 1
did not come to lord it over her; but, in love to
her foul, put the queflion, how itand matters be-
tween God and you ? Fier atteftation was, with fighs
and tears, as follows: I am truiy fenfible, that I
have run away from God; and 1t 1s my heart’s
burthen. But 1t is written 1n God’s word, Wholio
cometh unto me, I will in no wile caft out. 1 will,
therefore, upon his promife, venture to caft my foul,
without referve, upon Jefus Chrift: and there 1 am
fure I can never perith. Upon this, we went to
prayer,” &c.

I could not forbear anfwering my friend’s letter,
almoft as foon as I recetved 1t; and, among other
things, obferved to him as follows :

b 2 < The
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‘“ The account you give of dear Mrs. Carter’s de.
ceale, 1s a ground for hope 1n Ifrael concerning her,
It 1s a great and blefled thing, when we are enabled
to caft ourfelves on the promifes. It cannot pof-
fibly be done, without faith : and he, that believeth,
{hall be faved. - Adored be the free grace of God,
which, I truft; healed the backilidings of your
fifter, and brought her again within the bond of the
covenant. His {pirit alone can drive the plough.
fhare of penitential conviction through a finner's
heart; and give us to mourn at the {piritual ficht of
him whom our fins have pierced. The Lord give
us to mourn more and more, until we have mourned
away our unbelief, our careleflnefs, and hardnefs of
heart ! The {oul, I verily believe, is never {afer, than
when, with returning Mary, we {tand at the feet of
Chnift, behind him, weeping. I read lately of a
minifter 1n the laft century, whofe departing words
were, A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not defpife. Nor can I think {uch a ftate to be
at all inferior, 1n point of real fafety, to that of a
good man who died a few years ago in Londen,
with thefe triumphant words in his mouth, Now,
angels, do your office. Of {ome, itis written, ¢ They
fhall come with weeping, and with {upplications will
I lead them :” while others of the Lord’s people en-
ter the haven of everlafting life, as 1t were, with full
{ails and flying colours: they ¢ return with finging
unto Zion.” But this is our comtort, that of all
whom the Father gave to Chnift, he will not lote
one. However the joy of faith may decline, the
grace 1tlelt fhall never totally fail 3  having, for its
fecurity, the Father’s covenant-love, which 1s from
everlafting to everlafting ; the blefled Mediator’s in-
tercefiion, which is perpetual and all-prevailing ; and
the faithfulnefs of the Holy Ghoft, who, when once
given, 1s a fountain of living water, {pringing up 1n

the believer’s heart to life eternal, May he, 1 ail
1S
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his plenitude of {aving grace and heavenly love, de-
{cend upon our {fouls as dew, and make us glad with
the light of his countenance !—When 1 confider the
goodnefs of God to me the chief of finners, 1 am
sftonifhed at the coldnefs of my gratitude and
the fmallnefs of my love. Yet, little and cold as it
is, even that 1s his gift, and the work ot his {pirit,
An earneft, I cannot doubt, of more and greater.
The Lord Jefus increale the {park to aflame, and
make the Iittle one become a thouland !—NMy
health, after which you are {o kind as to enquire,
was never better. And, which 1s greater {till, I often
cxperienge the peace that pafleth all underﬁanding,
and the joy that 1s unfpeakable and full of glory.
Not that I am always upon the Mount. There are
feafons, 1n which my Lord 1s ¢¢as one that hideth
himf{elf.” But he only hides humfelf. He never
forfakes the finner he hasloved. And blefled be his

name, he has engaged that the regenerate {oul fhall
never totally forfake him: elfe, there would never be
3 {aint 1n heaven.—I rejoice to hearof Mrs. W’s tem-
poral welfare ; and pray God to make her, {piritually,
fuch as hewould have hertobe. Sheand Lhave much
chaff, to be burnt up; much tin, to be confumed;
may the blood of the Lamb be upon us both, for
pardon; and the facred {pirit be to us as a refining
fire, for {an¢tification. If you write to her, do pre-
lent the captain and her with my Chriftian refpects:
and let her know from e, that except [he comes
to Chrift, as a pocr finner, with the halter of felt-
abafement round her neck, and the empty veflel of
faith 1n her hand ; as a condemned criminzl, who
has nothing to plead, and asan injolvent debior,
who has nothing to pay; fhe is {tout-hearted, and
far trom rightecuinefs. The way to be filled with
the fulnefs of God, is to bring no money in our
fé{Ck’s mouth,—If you {ec my old friend, Mr. 1. tell
him, that he will not be able to find any reft for

b 3 - the
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the {ole of his foot, nuntil he returns to the dorines
of grace, and flies back to the ark of Ged’s
election.”

Tuelday, 29. At night, beiore 1 betook myfelf
to reft, I was enabled to a&t faith very ftrongly on
the promifes. It was as 1f I bad held a conver-
fation with God. He afiured me ot his faithfulnefs,
and I trufted him. Jt was whilpered to my foul,
«« Thou fhalt ind me taithful :” my {foul anfwered,
¢« L.ord, I believe 1t: I take thee at thy word.”
This, T am certain, was more than fancy. It was
too {weet, too clear, and too powertul, to be the
daughter of mmagination. There was a nefcio quid
divini, attended with joy unipeakable, as much {u-
perior to all the {enfations excited by earthly com-
forts, as the heavens are higher than the earth. Be-
fides, in my experiences of this kind, when under
the immediate light of God’s prefence within, my
{foul 15, 1n great meafure, paffive; and lies open to
the beams of the {un of righteoufnefs. The alts of
faith, love, and {piritual afpiration, are fubfequent
to, and occafioned by, this unutterable reception of
divine influence. 1 blefs my God, [ know his 1in-
ward voeice ; the fill, fmall whifper of his good Spi-
rit : and can diftinguith it from every other fug-
geftion whatever. Lord, cvermore give me this
bread to eat, which the werld knoweth not of !

Wednefday, 30. Held iny tythe dinner at Harp-
ford. The greater part of both parifhes attended :
they {feemed greatly fatisfied; and I had as much
reafon to be fatisfied with them. Bufy as 1 was my-
{elf, in receiving my dues, and numerous as the
company was, Mr. Powell, of Ottery (who made
one), and myfelf, had feveral opportunities of con-
verfing on the beft fubjeéts, particularly the decrecs
of God, and the {piritual impotence of man’s will.

Paid farmer Carter for four bufliels of wheat, t0
be diftributed among the poor, as follows: John -

Churchill, Robert Bithop, Henry Wilfon, James
Bedford;
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Bedford, jun. Jofeph Weftcoat, John Way, Sarah
Hare, John Churchill of Southertown; Charles
Redwood, Patience Hall, William Perry, William
May, jun. Elias Tews, Richard Haddon, and
Richard Houlfe, one peck each; and half a peck
cach, to Ehzabeth Critchard, and Willhlam May,
{enior.

Before I went to bed, God gave me {uch f{enfe of
his love as came but httle thort of full affurance.
Who am I, O Lord? The weakeft, and the vileit,
of all thy called ones: not only the leaft of faints,
but the chief of finners. Eut though a finner, yet
fanctified 1n part, by the FHoly Ghoft ¢ given unto me.
I fhould wrong the work of his grace upon my heart,
was I to deny my regeneration : but, Lord, I with
for a nearer conformity to thy image. Ny {hort-
comings and my mif-doings, my unbelief and want
of love, would fink me mto the nethiermofl hell,
was not Jefus my rightecuineis and my redemption.
There 1s no fin which I fhould not commit, was not
Jefus, by the power of his {pirit, my fanctification.
O when fhall 1 refemble him cuite, and have all the
mind that was in him? When 1 {ee him face to
face : which God will haften in his time.

Thurfday, g31.  All day within, reading.  Tie
thought of how many acquaintances i I Lave loft by
death, within the courfe of this year, dwelt with
oreat weight upon my mind. The fo!lowing perions
are fome of them : Rev. Mr. Piers, (rector of Killi-
fhee, 1n Ireland); Sir Robert Long, Lord Taviftock,
Rev, Mr. William Anderfon, Vir. Davis, of Hatton-
garden ; my aunt ate, at Dep;_ﬂ)*c Arch-deacon
Pottur I\Irs Cox, Mys. Carter, Nr. Wa Vi
Benytmm Jones, Mrs. Weare, MI Plowe
Dublin: Mr. Unwin. And yet [ 2 1 {pay J
may 1t be for good, and not for evil! There are,
that I know of but two things worth living for;
1. Lo further the caufe of God, and thereby ,101‘i‘i’y
him before the world : z. To do co0d to the fouls
aind bodies of men. |

-nL
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Upon a review of the paft year, I defire to confefs,
that my unfruitfulnefs has been exceeding great .
my fins {till greater : and God’s mercies, greater thari
both. It is now between eleven and twelve at night .
nor can I conclude the year more {uitably to the
prefent frame of my own mind, than with the fol-
lowing verfe from one of my hymns; which ex-
preffes both my fenfe of paft, and my humble de-
pendence on divine goodnefs for future favours:

24

Kind author, and ground, of my hope,
Thee, thee for my God I avow ;
My glad Ebenezer fet up,
And own thou haft help’d me ’till now :
I mufe on the years that are paft,
Wherein my detence thou haft prov’d;
Nor wilt thou abandon at laft
A finner {o fignally lov’d.

Saturday, January 2, 1768. In the afternoon,
called on William Perry, of Southertown. QOur dif-
courfe happened to take a f{ertous turn. Among
other {ubjects, we {poke concerning the divinity of
the ever bleffed Son of God. 1 could {carce help
fmiling, at the {fame tume that I heartily applauded
the honeft zeal of my well-meaning parifhioner:
¢ et any man,” {aid he, ¢ but {earch the Scrip-
tures, and 1if he does not find that Chrift, asa di-
vine perfon, {ubfifted, not only previous to his birth
‘of the Virgin Mary, but from everlafting, T will lofe
my head.” ‘This brought to my mind that juft ob-
{ervation of the late excellent Mr. Hervey ; who,
{peaking of Chrift’s atonement, fays; < Afk any of
your f{erious tenants, what 1deas arife in their minds,
upon a perufal of the forementioned texts? 1 dare
venture that, artlefs and unimproved as their under-
ftandings are, they will not hefitate for an aniwer.
They will neither complain of obfcurity, nor afk the
affiftance of learning: but will immediately difcern,

1n all thefe paflages, a gracious Redeemer (ufferingn
| ' their
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their ftead ; and by his bitter, but expiatory paffion,
procuring the pardon of their fins. Nay, tarther, as
they are not accuftomed to the finefles of criticiim,
I apprehend they will be at a lofs to conceive how 1t
is poffible to underftand fuch paflages 1n any other

{enfe.” .
Sunday, 3. Read prayers and preached, 1n the

morning, here at Fen-Ottery; and, in the afternoon,
at Harpford, to a very large congregation, confider-
ing the quantity of {now that lies on the ground, and
the intenfenels of the froft, which render 1t almoft
equally unfafe to walk or ride. I opened the mini-
ftrations of this year, with that grateful acknow-
ledgement of the apoftle, 1 Cor. xv. 10. ¢ By the
grace of God I am what I am:” which was my
thefis, both parts of the day. My hberty, both of
fpirit and utterance, was very great in the afternoon.
Looking on my watch, I was {furprifed to find that
I had detained my dear people three quarters of an
hour : and yet, when I concluded, they {eemed un-
willing to rife from their feats ; notwithftanding the
unuiual intenfenefs of the cold. Lord of hofis, who
haft all hearts in thy hand, work in my hearers both
to be, to will, and to do, of thy good pleafure !

This dreadfully-fevere weather continuing, 1 or-
dered two more buthels of wheat to be diftributed
as follows : to Hooper, James Blackmore,
John Sanford, Elizabeth Woodrow, Grace Mitchell,
and Martha Ham, one peck cach; and to John
Inimlett, two pecks.

Saturday, 9. This evening I felt unufual difh-
dence in myfelf, about the performance of to-mor-
row’s duty. Free (blefled be God) from fghtings
without, I vet had fears within. I befought the
Lord to manifeft his ftrength in my weaknefs ; and
thefe precious words were returned, with unutterable
power and {weetnefs, to my foul, * Truift in the
Lord Jehovah, for in him is everlafting {trength.”

I was 1nftantly enabled to caft myfelf, with perfect
acquleicence,
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acquiefcence, on the meflage from heaven: which,
though delivered as an exhortation, 15, 1 effe&, a
moft olorious and comfortable promlfe. My doubts
cealed ; my mif-givings vanithed away; and I was
affured that God would certainly give me a {upply of
{abbath-day {trength tor a {abbath-day’s work.
Sunday, 10. Found God faithful to his word,
Great was my {trength, both morning and afternoon ;
nor lefs the hivelinels or my {oul 1n preaching.
Received a letter from ray henoured motier. The
{fame perfon, who broucht it, brought me likewife
two London nen-vibapers ; which 1 hope to read to-
morrow ; but dare not do cn God’s day. Arter
evening fervice, vifited and prﬂyed with William
May, {fen.  His cry was, ¢ What {kzll I do to be
faved P’ But I could nct, on cloie converfation with
him, difcover the leait fign of evangelical repentance,
He neither {ees the vilenefs of his heart, nor knows
his need of Chniit. Lord, bicfs what 1 was enabled
to {peak, and do that work upon his {oul, winich man
cannot ! One of the molt diticult and mi(,ouragmg
parts of the miniftry, I have long found, is, vifiting
the 1gnorant and unawakened fick. But nothmg 1S
too bhard for God. He, whoic grace, wrought on
me, 13 able to work on the finner I have been with
to- da} ; and will afluredly, it his name 1s 1n the
Book of Life. Amudft all our difcouragements, 1n
min!{tring to otller..,; and amidit zll our dOLbLS re-
{pecting ourfelves ; there 1s yet a foundation, both
iure and ftedfaft, even the rock of God’s cternal
eleCtion. Wasit not for this, how would my hands
‘hang down | and what hope could I have for myfelf
or others? But this fets all to richts. The un-
changeable Jehovah knows his own peoPI by name,
and will, at the appointed fealon, lead them, out of
a {tate of nature, into a flate of grace, by eﬁe&ual
vocation: for ¢ whom he did predeftinate, them
he alfo called.” This is all my falvation, and all my

defire : the ground of the former, and the object 10»
tne
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the latter. At night, God was very gracious to me,
in {fecret prayer. Great was my joy in the Lord ;
(weet my communion, and free my accefs. O that
[ had but {fomething to render him for all his be-
nefits ! Jult before I went to bed, that blefled pro-
mile was whifpered powerfully to my {oul, and {enfi-
bly fealed upon my heart, ¢ I will never leave thee,
nor forfake thee.” Amen, Lord Jefus.

Tuefday, 12. Inthe afternoon, read Dr. Calamy’s
Account of the Ejected Minifters. What a blow to
vital religion, to the Proteftant intereft in general,
and to the Church of England herfelf, was the fatal
extingutfhment of fo many burning and fhining
lights! Bat they are now where the wicked ceale
from troubling, and where the weary are at reft.

Thurfday, 14.. Was greatly edified and comfort-
ed 1n reading Mr. Lec’s choice {ermon on ¢ Secret
Prayer,” from Matth. vi. 6. 1n the Supplement to
the Morming Exercife at Cripplegate ; {ermon 14.
How {weet are the following remarks, among many
others! ¢ At the great c‘n} , fecret prayers fhall have

open and public anfwers.
«« We halt, like Jacob, both in and after our

{trongelt wreftlings.

«« T may term Tecret prayer, the invifible Light of
the foul in the bofom of God. Out of this heaven-
ly clofet rifes Jacob’s lacdery, whoie rounds are all of
lioht : its foot {tands upon the bafis of the covenant
n thy heart ; 1its top reaches the throne of grace.

“ A weeping countenance, and a wounded {pirit,
are moft beautiful profpects to the eye of heaven ;

hen a broken heart pours out rcpenting tears, like
ﬂreams from the rock, fmitten by the rod of Mofes’s
law 1n the hand of a mediator.

““ Tt was an ingenious pailage of CI n*yfof’com con-
cerning the woman of Canaan, @aospe 7 yus, the
poor diftrefied creature was turned an acute philo-
fopher with Chrift, and difputed the mercy trom

him, QO 1t is a blefled thing to attain to this hea-
venly
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venly philofophy of prayer, and to argue bleffings
out of the hand of God. The {oul, like Jacob, does
in arenam defcendere, enter the lifts with omnipotency,
and, by holy force, obtain the bleffing.

¢« When the {weet incenfe of Chnft’s prayer
a{cends before the Father, our prayers become {weet
and amiable, and caufe a {avour of reft with God,
This I take to be one reafon why the prevalency of
prayer is fo often affigned to the time of the evening
{facrifice ; as pointing at the death of Chrift, which
was about the ninth hour of the day, near the time
of the evening oblation. Hence Abrabham’s facrifice
received a gracious an{wer ; being offered about the
going down of the {fun: Ifaac went out to pray at
eventide : Elyah at Mount Carmel, prayed and of-
fered at the time of the evening facrifice: Ezra fell
on his knees, and {pread out his hands, at the even-
ing facrifice: David begs that his prayer might avail,
by the power of the evening {acrifice : Daniel,
prayer, was touched by the angel, about the time of
the evening oblation. All, to fhow the prevalency
of our accefs to the throne of grace, by the powerful
merit of Chrift’s interceffion, who was the acceptable
evening facrifice.

‘“ The holy motions upon the hearts of {aints, m
prayer, are the fruits of God’s unchangeable decrees
of love to them, and the appointed uthers of mercy:
he gracioufly determines to give a praying, arguing,
warm, affeCtionate frame, as the piodromus, or fore-
runner of fome decreed mercy.

‘“ Prayer 1s that intellipgible chain, that draws the
foul up to God, and draws mercy down to us; of
like the cable, which draws the fhip to land, though
the fhore itf{elf remain immoveable :”’ 1ntimating,
that the faints do not pray, with a view to make
God, who is unchangeable, reverfe any of his de-
crees; but, 1. To draw their own {ouls i1nto near

communion with him; and, 2. As one appointed
means,
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means, 1h and through which God is pleafed to be-
ftow the blefflings to which his people are pre-
deftinated. The excellent man goes on:

«« We muft gradually be acquainted with all the
Three [ perlons of the Trinity | : firft with the Spirit;
then, with Chrift ; and, laft, with the Father. Firft,
God {ends the Spirit of his Son 1nto our hearts ; and,
then, through the Son, we cry, Abba, Irather. The
Father chofe us in Chrift; and, {ends his Spirit to
draw us to Chrilt; and, by Chnit, to himfelf.
Have ye this accefs to God, by the {pirit ? Bolom-
communion flows from bofom-afiection.

«“ A godly man prays in finding {calons. There
are {pecial {ealons of drawing nigh to God ; when be
draws nigh to us: when the beloved looks forth at
the window, and fhews himfelf through the lattice,
Cant. 1. 9. That 1s a time of grace, when he
knocks at the door of thy heart, by his {pirit. Mo-
tions of the heart [toward Chrift] are ike the doves
of the eaft, {ent with letters about thewr necks. It
was {aid of Bernard, Ex wmotn cordis, [piritds [anéi:
prefentiam agnofcebat 3 he knew when the Holy Spirit
was prefent with him, by the motion of his heart.

“ When thou canft difcern the print of the broad
feal of the covenant upon thy heart; and the privy
eal of the Spirit upon thy pravers; and canit look
upon the Son 1 a {acerdotal reiation to thee; thou
mayft come boldly, &c.

‘“ As Gerfon fays, Sequiiny lacryinfa devetio flante
fpiriti fanclo : devout tears drep down from the
Spirit’s influence : melting {uprlications follow the
Holy Spirit’s gracicus infufions. |

““ As the feaman, when he has-fet fail, goes to the
helm and the compafs, and fits L, and obferves
the fun, or the polar ftar, and how the fhip works,
and whether the land-marks form then:ielves aright
according to his chart ; {fo do you, whein you have
been at prayer: mark your thip, how it makes the
port ; and what rich goods are laden back agan

from
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from heaven. Moft people lofe their prayers, in the
mift and fog of non-obfervation.

““ David gave himlelf to prayer; in the Hebrew,
it 1s, but I prayer: a Chnftian 1s all over praver:
he prays at nfing, at lying down, and as he walks .
hike a pume f.;.nouute at court, who has the key to
the privy ftairs, and can wake his prince by méht

‘« We find David at prayer 1in the morning ; and
our blefled Lord, early in the morning before day.
Chryloftom adviles, Nulos, mpe 72 cupdl®ds, zoduym: walh
thy {oul, before thou watheft thy body.” A direc-
tion which I truft to obierve 1nviolably, from this
day forward ; during my pilgrimage below.

The Uood man obfewes page 292, that {uch,
are truly converted, have no need to pray by a pre
{cribed form: thcy have the {pirit of God to affift
and cnable them; and they need not drink of
another’s bucket, who have the fountain.” This
Celt’linly holds good, for the moit part at lcaft, with
regard to facred prayer: but not always, I appre-
hend, 1n open devotions, whether of a public ora
domeftic kind. Grace and oifts do not always go
~ together. A perfon may have true grace, and great

orace, without gifts: and may, on the other hand,
have {hining gifts, without a {park of real grace;
witnels the parable of the talents. All prayer is
formal, 1n the worft {enfe, which does not afcend
trom the heart, by the Holy Ghoft : and all prayer
1s {piritual, which does; be 1t prefcribed, or cxtem-
porary. Mr. Lee adds, p. 296,

‘“ God hath declared himfelf gracioufly plealed
with {ecret prayer, {fo as to {fend an angel into Da-
nicl’s chamber ; and he was weary with ﬂymo VOl
i leflindine, he moved fo {wiitly ; as the oncrmal
text exprefles 1t; Dan.1x. 21. g2 pn. \What an
high expreflfion [and {trong figure | is this! luven an-
gels are reprefented as weary with baity ﬂlﬁlltS to

brmg {aints their anfwers | Of what great ae.colunt
qoes
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does the Lord efteem his praying people, that
angels are expreft to be tired in bringing tidings
of mercy 1

Sunday, 17. God gave me {trength to go through
the publlc duties of the day 1n a comfortable and
becoming mann‘._,r In the morning, read prayers,
and preached, here at Fen-Ottery, to a large con-
gregation ; and, in the afternoon, at Harpford to an
exceeding numerous onc. Baptized a daughter of
farmer _]olm Carter’s. Between morning and after-
noon fervice read the firflt epiitle to the Theflalonian
in the Greek. In the evening, read the Crlp*)legate
Lectures. Though n‘ly joy 1n the l.ord has not
been greatto day, yet this has been a proﬁtable fab-
bath to my own foul: O God, make 1t fo to the at-
tentive people who f{at under my unworthy mi-
niftry !

Friday, 22, In the morning rode to Exeter, by
eppointment, to mect Mr. Luce. Put up at the
Swan. Bougit Cave's FHifforza Liteiaiia, Brooks’s
lepﬂnﬁtory, and Erfkine’s Sermons, 1n three vols.
At migat, 1 ipeat three or four hours, reading
Erfkine’s Sermons ; particulay! ly taﬁ-‘- rollowing ones :
“The rent Vail of the Temple ;”— The Hmmonv
of Divine Attributes ;' —¢ LT he Believer exalted 1n
mputed Righteouinels;”’—and, < Faith’s Plea up-
on God’s Word and Covenant.” The 1ead1no" of
thcle {weet dilcourfes was wonderfully bleft to my
foul.  Great ivas my rejoicing and tlhlm')h 1
Chrift., The Lord was with me of a truth, and his
gracious vifitation revived myv ipirtt. One moment’s
communion with Chriff, one moment’s.fenfe: of
union with him, one moment’s view of intereft in
him, 1s inef mble ineitimavic !

Saturday, 23. Continued at Exeter, until the
afternoon.  Before dinner, Mr. Luce and I made a
tormal refignation of our refpective livings, before
Mr. Geare and two other witnetfz havmo figned
and {ealed the inftruments of refmmtloﬂ we - left

them
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them with Mr. Geare, to be tran{mitted to the
bithop. Profper thou the work 'of our hands upon
us, yea, profper thou our handy work, Supreme
Difpofer of all things! May thy glorious Majefty, and
thy gracious blefiing, be upon us, for thy mercies
{fake in Jefus Chrift! Amen.

After dinner, left Exeter, and returned to Fen-
Ottery. The ride was far from a comfortable one,
Hail, rain, or {fnow, almoft the whole way.

I think, this has been the moit remarkable day, in
point of weather, I ever knew. Between the time
of my rifing 1n the morning, and returning home at
night, we have had froft and thaw, {now, rain, hail,
thunder and hightening, calm, high wind, and fun-
{fhine: a mixture of almoft all weathers, from f{un-
rife to {un-{et.

Before I retired to my chamber, I read Erfkine’s
Sermon (and a2 matchlefs one 1t 1s), entitled, ¢ The
Promifing God a Performiing God:” and the Lord
{et the feal of his {pirit on my heart. I was enabled
to mix faith with what I read; and Ged made it a
time of love, joy, peace, and {piritual refrefhment to
my foul. I could look and pray to him as my co-
venant God 1n Jefus Chrift, who loved me from
everlafting, and will love me without end.

Sunday, 24. A day of almoft perpetual rain.
Read prayers and preached, in the morning, at
Harpford, and here 1n the afternoon, to large con-
gregations, confidering the weather. God was with
me 1n a way of bodily ftrength : but I cannot fayl
had much {piritual communion with him in a way
of {enfible intercourfe. But though my fleece was
not watered, I truft the dew of heaven fell around.

Between the morning and afternoon fervice, 1 read
Erfkine’s Sermon, entitled, ¢ The King held in the
Galleries :”’ not without much comfort and confir-
mation in Chrift.

In the evening farmer Roberts came here to fettle

his tythe. I told him, I never tranfaced bufinefs
on



Rev. Auwouftus Toplady. 33

gnthe Lord’s Day, and defired him to defer paying

me ’till fome other time.—At night read Erfkine’s
ermon, entitled, ¢ The humble Soul the peculiar

Tavourite of Heaven.” |

Sunday, 31. Read prayers and preached in the
morning here at Fen-Ottery: and, 1n the afternoon,
to an exceeding large congregation at Harpford.
Between morning and afternoon fervice, I made fome
very important additions to my {ermon (wrote laft
Monday) on Ezek. xxxvi. 25,26, 27. In delivering
it at Harpford, to-day, God was with me of a truth.
His word was eagerly recetved, and feemed to be
deeply felt, by very many. 1 think T have {eldom,
if ever, leen fuch an appearance of ufefulnefs among
my Harpford people, fince I knew them, as this af-
ternoon. Dr. P. of Ottery, lecmed to be touched
from above: Lord bring him {enfibly and experi-
mentally within the bond of the covenant, 1if it pleale
thee ; and likewi{e all the eleét {ouls who have heard
me this day.

How {weet 1s the work of the miniftry, when
rttended with the unction and power ot the Holy
One! My {oul has been very barren, ever fince laft
Lord’s Day; but this Sabbath has been a Sabbath
indeed.

Spent the evening, both agreeably and profitably,
in reading the confeflion of faith, charge, and {ermon,
delivered at Briftol laft Auguft, at the ordination of
Mr. Evans, jun. Blefled be God for the advance-
ment of his intereft among us, under whatever form.
Lord, 1ncreafe the number of thy faithful witneffes,
every where, and 1n every denomination of Pro-
teltants |
‘Monday, February 1. Before I went to bed this
mgit, the Lord favoured me with {ome {weet 1nti-
mations of his love. '

Sunday, 7. In the morning, at Harpford; and
kere, at Fen-Ottery, in the afternoon, I read prayers
nd preached to a very full congregation each time ;

C and,
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and, I truft, the word was bleft to {ome. My
{trength and enlargement of foul (elpeciaily in the
afternoon) were very confiderable. Blefs the Lord,
O my foul; and learn to truft him who 1s faithful-
nefs itfelf.—In the evening, read Bunyan’s Pilerim,
What a {tiff, {aplefs, tedious piece of work 1s that
written by bifliop Patrick ! How does the unlearned
tinker of Bedford outihine the bithop of Ely! ]
have heard, that his lordihip wrote his Pilgnm, by
‘way of antidote againft what be deemed the fana-
ticiim of John Bunyan’s Pilgrim.  But what a rich
fund of heavenly experience, life, and {weetnefs,
does the latter contain! How heavy, hielefs, and
unevangelical, 1s the former! Such 1s the difference,
between writing from a worldly {pirit, and under the
influence of the {pirit of God.

Wednefday, 1o. The Lord was very gracious to
my foul this afternoon. His {pirit was the comtorter,
and Mr. Erfkine’s two fermons, on ¢ The Rainbow
of the Covcenant,” were the channel through which
ti:at comfort was conveled. Amid my many fea-
fons, and long intervals, of barrennefs and want of
joy, God fometimes makes me olad with the light of
his countenance : but, alas! I can too often fay,
with him of old, concerning fuch {weet {eafons,
“rara hora, birevis mora.’” Yet I can, through
grace, {ay likewile,

A moment’s intercourfe with thee
Is worth a year’s delay.

Surely, O God, I could not long after thy pre-
f{ence, 1if 1did not know the {weetnels of 1t, and love
thee 1n fome meafure: and 1 could not know that,
but by the revelation of thy {pirit in my heart; nor
love thee atall, if thou hadft not fir{t loved me.—We
grieve at the abfence of thofe we love, and of non¢
elfe: blefled be God for this evidence of true (how-

ever weak) grace !

ThUl‘fdﬁ}'r
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Thur{day, 11. Began to compofe “ A Courfe of
Family-Pmyer ¥.”  Lord, profper the work of my

kands upon me, and make 1t ufeful !

Friday, 12. A little before bed-time, I darted up
an ejaculationr, that God would be pleafed to
firengthen me, and give me faithfulnefs,  in the dif-
charge of my duty toward the parithioners of Broad-
Hembury, whither I expeft {oon to remove. My
God gave me this {weet anfwer immediately, « 1 will
enable thee, and blefs thee.” Behold the {ervant of
the Lord ; be 1t unto me, according to thy werd!

[ defire to remember, with grief and (hame, tnat,
foon after the above manifeftation of God’s favour to
my foul, I was tempted, before I could get to fleep,
with Lwh thoughts of my own Tlght»OUfﬂﬁfS toth
152 man and as a minifter. The enemy plied his
fiery darts very thick, and came 1n as a flood ; but
the {pirit of the Lord lifted up a ftandard ao‘amﬁ:
him. I was enabled (glory to divine grace) to re-
ie€t the curfed infinuations as I would hell-fire. Ol,
that ever {uch a wretch as I, fhould be tempted to

think highlv of himfelf! T that am, of myfelt, no-
thing but in and weaknefs; I, in whofe flefh na-
turally dwells no good thing; I, who deferve damna-
ton for the beft work I ever performed! Lord
Jetus, humble me to the duft, yea to the very cen-
ire of abalement, tnthy pre(enci. Root out and tear
up this moft poifonous, this moft accurfed weed,
from the unworthieft heart that ever was. Shew me
my utter nothingnefs. Keep me {enfible of my fin-
nerfhi ip.  Sink me down, deeper and deeper, into
penitence and felf-abhorrence,  Break the Dagon of
pride in pieces before the ark of thy merits. De-
molifth, by the breath of thy {pirit, the walls,
the Babel of {elf-rightecufnefs and f{elf-opinion;
level them with the trodden {oil, grind them
0 powder, annihilate them for ever and ever.
Grace, grace, be all my experience, and all my
y! Amen. Amen.
" Lately publifhed in his Works, and likewife feparate, price 6d.
C 2 Sunday,
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Sunday, 14. In the morning, read prayers and
preached here at Fen-Ottery, to a pretty full audi-
tory. In the afternoon, read prayers at Harpford,
and preached Mrs. Mary Wheaton’s tuneral fermon,
to an exceeding great congregation indeed. I could
not forbear obferving, ¢ that God kad {pared her to
a good old age: that fhe was born in the year 167+,
ten years before the death of Charles II. and about
tfourteen before the coming 1n of king Wilham 11T,
that the lived in the reigns of feven monarchs, and
died laft Tuelday, aged ninety-three.” Great was
my fervour and enlargement of {oul; nor lefs, to
appecarance, the attention of them that heard. Nay,
they feemed to do more than attend: the word, I
verily believe, came, with power and weight, to
their hearts. I never yet faw my Church fofull {in-
{fomuch that there was bardly any {tanding) and,
think, {eldom, if ever, beheld a people that {eemed
to relith the golpel better. . Neither they nor myfelf

- werc weary, though I detained them much longer

than ufual. Since my intention of changing
hvings with Mr. Luce has been publicly known, a
{pinit of great earneftnefs and life appears to have
been poured out onmy people, And vyet, I truft,
I fee my way plainly pointed out, and that 1t 1s the
will of God I thould leave them. A wonderful com-
bination of providential circumftances, leaves me
{carce any room to doubt of my call to Broad-Hem-
bury. Lord, bring me not up thither, unlefs thy
prefence goes with me ! Take care of thy own elett
(and fo thou affuredly wilt) here and in this neigh-
bourhood! And give us, O give us, fome more
parting bleffings!—Mr. Holmes, of Exeter, came¢
from thence this morning to hear the unworthieft of
God’s meflengers.  This gentleman was at my
Churches, both parts of the day; and, from what
converfation I had with him, appears to be one who
knows and loves the truth asit is in Jefus.

Wednelday,
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Wednefday, 17. In my chamber, this evening,
thofe words, 2 Tim. 1. 7. ** God hath not given unto
us the Ipirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a found mind :” were impreft much upon my
heart, and my meditation on them was attended,
not only with great peace and f{weetnefs, but with
joy in the Holy Ghoft. My [enfe of union and
communton with God was very clear: and I
was enabled to fee myfelf one of God’s regene-
rate people, Dby finding within mylelf (through
the riches of grace alone) thofe three infal-
lible evidences of converfion, which that delight-
ful text lays down. The {pirit of Chrift was to me
a {pirit of power, when he effetually called me to
the knowledge of himfelf in the year 1756, at Cody-
main, in Ireland, under the mimftry of Mr. James
Morris : he has been, and 1s, a {pirit of love, 1n my
foul, to all the divine perfous ; and, as {uch, the prin-
ciple of {an¢tification: and he has been to me a
{pirit of a found mind, by leading me nto, and con-
firming me 1n, the light of gofpel truth, in 1ts full
harmony and confiftency ; which I verily believe,
for my own part, to be abranch, at leaft, of that
cwpoonou® (which, among other fignifications, denotes
wifdom and 1nftruction), mentioned by the apofitle
in that paffage ; and may not, I apprehend, be 1n-
properly rendered, {foundnels of judgment. Yet,
the cugeonzue-, abliracted from the duaws and the
wamn, 15 not, of 1tielf, a certain evidence of regene-
ration : 1t 1s the divine power, and the love of ‘God
thed abroad 1n the heart, which render {oundnefs of
jadgment not only comfortable, but a mark of {uving
orace. Blefled be God for my experience of all the
three |

Sunday, 21. Read prayers, and preached, 1n the
morning, at Harpford ; and in the afternoon, here at
Fen-Ottery. I have great reafon to be thankful for
the ftrength and: prefence of mind, with which I was
¢nabled to go through with my public duties, both

C 3 parts
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parts of the day; and to be humbled in {oul, for my
want of {piritual livelinefs and fervour. Lord, |
am and can be alert 1n thy work, no longer than [
feel the efficacy of divine attration: may I, if it
pleafe thee, feel it more and more, for the fake of
thy rich mercy 1in Jefus Chnift.  Amen. _
Ii the evening, I was enabled to draw much {pi-
ritual improvement from that paflage, John xi. 40,
¢« Said I not unto thee, that 1f thou wouldft be-
licve, thou fhouldft fee the glory of God+¢” Lord,
caufe me to do the one, and to {ee the other! |
Tuefday, 23. Awoke very early this morning,
with thofe words full and deep upon my mind, ¢
will give unto you the {ure mercies of Dawvid.” ]
cannot fay that T had an immediate {enfe of cove-
nant-intere{t in that glorious promile: yet the m-
preflicn of it was atiended with a {atisfactory {weet-
nefs, and its fienification was, as 1t were, {pontane-
oufly opened to me, In a manper too clear and
pleafing to exprefs. It feemed tome (and I can find
no reafon {till, to think otherwife) that the paflage
re sniz AaBid ramra, may be literally rendered ¢ the
facred” [1. e. the inviolable and] < faithful things
of David :” for, why may not ée., which fignifies
holy, juft, and {acred, have, 1n this connection, the
fignification of inviolable ? and denote the firmnels,
certainty, and perpetuity of tholfe {pintual bleflings,
which are owven and made over to God’s eleét, by
virtue and in confequence of the Father’'s covenant
of grace made, in their behalf, with Chnift, our acti-
typical David ? This, at leaft, muft be granted;
that the words, as they lie in the New Tettament,
will bear the tranflation I have given: and my t_l‘ﬂ}'lf*
lation and fenfe of them feem exa&ly to comcide
with the original paffage, as it ftands in the prophet,
from whence the apoftle quoted it. *
Sunday, 28. The Lord was with mein the dil{charge

of my miniftry both parts of the day; eﬁ"}ccially11rx
' 111C
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the afternoon at Harpford. O my faithftul God;
blefs the word {poken !

Wednelday, March 2. In fecret prayer, this
morning, before I left my chamber, the fire of divine
love kindled, and tisc Lord {enfibly {hone upon my
foul. I could not jerbear faying, ¢ O why ait thou
[o kind to the cliiet of finners?” I was {o taken up,
and as 1t were circumfufed, with the love of God,
and the perception of ray unton with him, that I
could haldjy afk for pardon.—"{hus I walked in the
Light of his countenance, for, I qu ofe, two or three
mmutes ; when, alas! evil wanderings 1ntervened,
my warmth of joy {fuddenly {ubfided, and I was, in
great meaiure, brought down from the Mount.  Yet
the fweetnels and peace of this heavenly vifit ¢ -1'*1:3.in-
ed, after the bleffed vilitant was w ithdrawn, Loough
the tun himielf retired trom view, yet (1t 1 may {o
exprefs 1t) I enjoyed the refraction of his beams. He
did not dif: ar)pe.lr.. without leaving a blefiing behind
himy; {ufhcient, I truft, for faith to hive upon until
I {ee him again.

In the afternoon, wrote {cveral letters. Among
the reft, one to myv honoured friend, Dr. Gill:
which T concluded thus:  You {ce, fir, my letter s
the very reverfe of Ezekiel’s roll.  And with realon.
Since, when God puts gladnels 1nto the heart,
why fhould not the lips overflow with praife?
Though I am certain that you are mmmortal until
your work 1s done; and that God will perform the
thine that 1s qnpomtt.d for vou; I am vct enabléd
to bear you, in the arms of praver, to the thirote of
grace : and prefume to requs {t, that, at the tezlons
ofac,ce{ with joy., yvou will not fJIOLt the meaneft
of God’s people, and the n.mrth;eﬁr the mo!t 1m-
potent (yet not the lealt favoured) of his metlengers.
! need not tell you, [h’lt 1 mean, honoured and 3 very
dear {ir, your obhig’d, &c.’

Thurlday, 1. Upoq a review of this day, i
which my mind has been varioufly excrciied, I havc

C 4 OTCAt
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oreat reafon to {tand aftonifhed at my own bafenefs ;
nor lefs {o, at the feveral inftances of mercy, both
temporal and {piritual, with which God has favoured
me fince I awaked this morning. 1 can, through
grace, adopt David’s language, and clofe the evening
with his fweet hymn of thankfgiving : ¢ Praife the
Lord, O my {foul, and forget not all his benefits:
who foraiveth all thy {in, and healeth all thine infir-
mities ; who faveth thy life from deftruétion, and
crowneth thee with loving kindnefs and tender mer-
cies ; who {atisfies thy mouth with good things,”
the good things of his providence, and thy heart
with the better things of his grace; ¢ making thee
young and lufty as an cagle,” Pfalm cui.

Sunday, 6. In the morning, read prayers and
preached, at Harpford ; and, 1n the afternoon, here
at Fen-Ottery: would I could fay, with the fervour
and {enfible joy I fometimes experience. But I was
rather in a cold frame the whole day. Lord, pardon
my unworthinefs, and wath away the iniquity of my
holy things, 1n the blood of him thou haft provided
for a burnt-offering! Thou art faithful, who haft
promifed : nor is my intereft 1n thee the lels {ecure,
becaufe I have not always eyes to fee 1t clearly.

Tuelday,- §. Our family dining early to-day,
Mr. Harns (of Wellington) and mylelf took a walk,
about two in the afternoon, to the top of len-
Ottery Hill. Looking round from thence, I oblerved
to him how plainly we could {ee the two Churches,
of Harpford and Fen-Ottery, 1n the vale beneath
us. Perceiving, however, a pillar of {moke rifing
into the air, at a little diftance from Harpford
tower; I afked my companion, ¢ What he thought
it was ¢’ He replied, ¢ I fuppofe they are burning
ftro1l.”  Imagining this to be the cafe, we continued
cur walk for, I believe, full three hours, round Aull-
bear Hill, and other parts of the common. Coming,
at laft, to Micktam in our circuit, we called ‘on old

Farmer Francke: and were hardly feated, befop
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he afked us, ¢ Whether we bad heard of the fire at
Harptord ?”> Adding, that, ¢¢“according to the beft
of what his eldeft {fon could dicern, i1t was Farmer
Endicott’s houle that was burning.” The wind being
pretty {trong, North-Iaft by Eaft, I knew, that, if it
was Endicott’s houfe, or any of the adjoining ones,
the vicarage-houfe and offices muft be in 1mminent
danger. I pofted away for Harpford, without de-
lay : and, being got within near view of the village,
plainly perceived, by the courle of the {moke, that
the vicarage had actually taken fire. By the time
[ arrived at the wooden bridge, 1 meta man coming
to acquaint me with what had happened: upon
lceing me, he faluted me with ¢ Sir, your houle is
burnt down to the ground.” Entering the village,
I found 1t almoft literally true. The dwelling-
houle, the barn, the linhays, the ftable, &c. with
the back houfe rented by John Woodford, were as
it were by {ympathy, all 1n flames at once, and more
than half confumed.—Thomas Wilfon’s houfe, and
that 1n which Henry Bifhop lately lived (from which
latter mine caught fire), were totally deftroyed.
When I {faw the vicarage irrecoverably loft, I return-
ed to Fen-Ottery, and took horfe for Exeter ; where
I arrived between eight and nine 1n the evening, and
put up at Mr. Lathbury’s. Being fatigued with my
hafty ride, I thought it beft to apprize Mr. Gearing
(agent for the London Infurance Office) by a note,
of what had happened: who, 1n his anfwer, defired
to fee me the next morning.

What I chiefly enter down this account in my
alary for, 1s this: namely, as a memento of God’s
great ooodnefs to me, both 1n a way of providence
and grace.  Though I was not certain whether the
expence (I mean, all above the nfurance) of re-
building the vicarage-houfe, with its appendages,
might not eventually fall on me (notwithftanding
my refignation of the living laft January 23), by
Mr. Luce’s probably refufing, in confequence of this

- ' | misfortune,
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misfortune, to complete our projected eéxchange;
yet neither the report, nor the fight, of this alarm.-
ing vifitation, made me fo much as change counte-
nance, of feel the leaft dejeétion. This could not
proceed from nature; for, my nerves are naturally
fo weak, that, 1n general, the leaft difcompofing ac-
cident overfets me quite, for a time. It was there-
fore owing to the {upporting goodnels of God, who
made me experience the truth of that promife, «Thy
{hoes {hall be iron and brafs; and as is thy day, fo
{hall thy ftrength be.” Surely, we can both do,
and endure, all things, through Chrnift enabling us.
Had any one told me beforehand, ¢ You wiil fee
the vicarage all in flames, without the ieaft emo-
tion of muid,” I fhouid have thought it impofiible,
~ But the ftrength of God was made perfe&t 1 my

weaknefs ; and therefore 1t was that my heart ftood
faft, believing 1n the Lord. O may thy grace be
ever {uffictent for me!

Spent the evening not onlyv 1n a comfortable, but
even 1n a rejoicing frame of mind ; and never refted
better afterwards. Thou, Lord, canft make the
feeble, as David. Thus, the Sth of March was a
day to be particularly noted, not in my book only,
but 1n my lateft remembrance ; on account of that
wonderful fupport with which I was favoured : which
not only made my tect as hind’s feet, and cauled me
to walk on the high places of Jacob ; but which even
bore me up, as on eagle’s wings, above the reach of
orief, fear, and weaknefs; and, as it were, laid me
at reft on the bofom of Chrift, and within the arms
of God.

Wednefday, 9. Continued at Exeter until after
dinner. Called on Mr. Gearing, and Mr. Geare.
Found, upon inquiry, that, the fire at Harpford
happening after the living' was vacated by my refig-
nation of it, the exchange will certainly ftand good,
and the melancholy event there, cannot poffibly at-

te& me. Who would not truft in the Lord, 3“:(2
X . Wl
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wait until a cloudy difpenfation 1s cleared up ?
Through grace, I was enabled to do this: and the
refult of things has proved that it would not only
have been mcked but foolifh to have done other-
wife. O that I may always be as well enabled to
adopt and realize that divine apOthegm' ““ He that
believeth, {hall not make hafte.” "

Spent about an hour and an half with good Mr.
Holmes : whom I found 1n great diftrels of mind,
on account of his orly {urviving fon bemg glven
over in a fever. During cur interview, God f{o
opened my mouth, and {o enlarged my heart, that,
[ truft, both my friend and myfc if found our fpm-—
tual {’frenoth renewed, and were  fenfibly and power-
fuliy comforted from above.—In the evening, re-
turned to Fen-Ottery.

Thuriday, 10. Drinking tea, this afternoon, at
Farmer Carter’s, I had an opportunity of {eeing
more leifurely, the devaftation at Harpford. The
whole vicarage is one large mafs of ruins. What a
providential mercy was 1t that I refigned the hiving
betore this misfortune hawpened 1 O God how wile,
and how gracious, art thou, 1n all thy ways !

Fndav 11.  After breakfaft, rode to Broad-
Hembary, where I dined with Mr. Luce ; who
bears the late afflictive providence at Harpfmd bete
ter than I could have expected. |

Surlmy, 13. In the morning read prayers and
preached Lere at Fen- Ottery 'md in the atternoon,
at Harpford (from Rom. viin. 28.), toanexceeding
large congre oation,—1 have much reaton to blefs
(Jod, for the great meafure of bodily ftrength,
vouchfafed me {o- dav : yet my foul was by no means
in a lively frame. Neither triumphant, nor de-
preffed, my mind feemed to refemble the time men-
tioned by the prophet, in which the day will be
heither clear nor dark, Zech. xiv. 6.

At might, before I went to bed, was much troubled

#1th coldnefs and wanderings in fecret prayer.
Monday,
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Monday, 14. Looking over one of my journals
this morning, I could not help blefling God for fuch
a {eries of mercies as my life has been made up of;
upon which, thele words were inftantaneoufly and
fweetly fuogefted to my foul, ‘1 will carry thee
on.” Amen, gractous Lord!

Sunday, 20. In the morning, read prayers, and
preacned, at Harpford, to a very tull congregation :
but without any ray of {weetnefs or enlargement ; at
leaft, to myfelf. Between morning and afternocon
{ervice, [ was much dejected and bowed down in
{fpirit. I was fo far left to the doubtings and evil fur-
mifings of myown unbelieving heart, as even todread
the remaining public duties that lay before me. But
the glorious Lord was better to me than my fears,
and gracioufly difappointed my ungractous mifgiy-
ings: for, in the afternoon, he was with me, both
a way of ftrength, and in a way of confolation.
I read prayers and preached here at Ien-Ottery,
with great freedom, and confiderable livelinefs, to a
crowded Church.

About fix 1 the evening, being alone 1in my
chamber, I was {till more fenfibly led forth befide
the waters of comfort. 1 tafted {ome {weet drop-
pings of the honeycomb, and could fay, ¢ My [Lord,
and my God.” The embers were blown afide, by
the breath of the Holy Spirit; the veil of unbelief
was rent ; and the fhadows fled away. Light {prung
up, and the fire kindled : even the light of God's
countenance, and the fire of his love. Yet my
comforts did not amount to the full triumpl, and
extatic blifs, I have {fometimes experienced; but
were gentle, peaceful, and ferene: attended with a
mild, refrefhing, lenient warmth; which melted me
into confcious nothingnefs before God, and made
me feel him and reft upon him as my all in alL
The very ftate this, in which, if it be his will, 1
could wifh both to live and die: for I look upon
fuch a placid reception of his gently-pervading 1n-

fluence,
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fluence. where all 1s {oft and {weet and full, to be
the moft defirable frame of {oul on this fide heaven.
But I defire to leave all to the difpofal of him who
beft knows how to deal with his militant people ;
and who will be {ure to lead them to heaven by the
right way, and me among the reft.

Monday, 21. Between ten and eleven at night,
in my chamber, a little before I betook myfelt to
reft, the Lerd favoured me with {ome gracious out-
goings of affetion toward hunfelf. My meditation
of him, and communion with him, were {weet ; and
the intimations of his love to me, drew forth my
love to him. The cherifhing {fouth-wind of his lov-
ing {pirit breathed upon the garden of my {oul, and
the {pices thereof flowed out. 1 could fay, and full
can,  Whom have I in heaven, but thee ? and there
1s none upon earth that I defire in comparifon of
thee. Come, O my beloved, into thy garden, and
eat thy pleafant fruits!”” Thus, though aflected,
ever fince the afternoon, with a flight head-ach, my
bodily indifpofition was more than compenfated with
the peace that paffeth all underftanding ; and I could
rejoice 1n the {enfe of union with Chrift, my exalted
head ; a head, that i1s never out of order.

Thur{day, 24. In the afternoon, the Lord gave
me this word of comfort, 1 have put away thy
in.” It came with power, and 1 was enabled to be-
leve the teftimony of the Holy Spint. Towards
evening, I was in a very comfortable frame of {oul,
while making fomme confiderable additions to my fer-
mon on John ii. 19. How greatly do thefe occa-
fional vifits from above, chear and {trengthen a f{in-
ner on his way to Zion! Surely, there 1s a river, and
not only the {treams, but even a few drops of 1,
make glad the city of God.

Friday, 2z. This afternoon and evening, but
efpecially at night, the Lord has been very gracious
to my foul. I could fee mylelt loved with an ever-

lafting love, and cleathed with Chrift’s everlalting
richteouineis.
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righteoufneff. My peace flowed, as a nver ; and 1
found the comforts of the Holy Spirit to be neither
few nor {mall. My fenfe of juftification was un-
clouded, as when the clear ihining of the {un giveth
hight. My beloved 1s mine, and T am his. Under
thefe {weet, unutterable manueﬁatlons I have
{carce any thing to pray for: fupplicatton 15 {wal-
lowed up in wonder, love, and praife: Jefus {miles,
and more than a ray of heaven 1s thed upon my foul.
« T will greatly rejoice 1n the Lord ; my foul fhall be
joyful 1n my God ; for he hath cloatlud mec with the
garments of falvatlon he bath covered me with the
robe of nghteouinefs, as a bridegroom decketh him-
{elf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herfelf

with her jewels.” My harp 1s taken down from the
willows, and I can fing the Lord’s {fong 1n a ftrange

land.
Touch’d by the finger of thy love,

Sweet melody of praife I bring ;
Join the enraptur’d choirs above,
And feel the blifs which makes them fing.

Saturday, 26. A letter from London, informs
me, that poor old lady Goring 1s lately turnea Pa-
pift. Surely, it 1sa debt I owe to God, to truth,
to my own conicience, and to the friendfhip with
which that unhappy lady formerly honoured me, to
write to her on this {ad occalion. ILord, keep me
ftedfaft 1n the purity of thy blefled Crofpnl, and, lf
it pleaie thee, recover her from this fnare of t
devil |

Was indifpoled, great part of this day, with the
head-ach : but enjoyed toward evening, a meafure
of the peace of God. At night, a little before 1
went to bed, the Lord was pleafed to give mea full
affurance of his being with me in-a way of grace and
ftrength, and carrying me comfortably througﬂ the
dutles of the eniumg fabbath. I could no more

doubt of his giving me a fabbatl-day’s blefling, than
it
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if the f{abbath had been paffed, and the bleffing ac-

tually recerved.

Sunday, 27, Palm-Sunday. Between eight and
nine this morning, the Lord vifited my foul with a
lively {fenfe of his {alvation. My comfort, joy, and
triumph, were unutterable, for {fome minutes ; and the
favour of his precious ointment, thus divinely fthed
abroad 1n my heart, abode with me, more or leis,
through the courfe of the whole day. In the morn-
ing, my congregation here at IFen-Ottery was very
full; and I was enabled to read prayers, and to
preach, with more 1award liberty, and con{olation
of ipirit, than I ha.u done fer {ome Sundays back.
The ¢ofpel ordinances were {weet to my tafte, and I
experienced that animating promife, “ He that wa-
tereth, fhall be watered alfo himf{clt.” '

In the aiternoon, read prayers, and preached, at
Harptord, to a Lonmecration indeed. ¢¢ Behold the
Lamb of God,” was my {ubje¢t: O Lamb of God,
cauie mc, and thofe who hwrd me this day, to be-
hold thee, here, 1n the light of {pecial faith ; and
hercatter, 1n the hght of endlefs o olory |

Though 1 have a viclent cold upon me, with a
tendency to a fore throat, yet I was carried tlnougu
my duties, not only with great comfort, but with
unufual {trength of body and voice. A worfe Church
to {peak 1n, [ never knew, than Harptord ; yet I am
confident, I was well heard by all prelent; whole
number, I apprehend, was at leaft {even hundred :
which, | dare believe, 1 fhould not have been, con-
fidering my hoarfenefs to-day, had not my foul been
paltlcular]y happy in the [.ord. The fenfe of his
prefence giveth power to the faint, and makes men
2& beyond themfelves. Under the influence of his
Spirit, the meaneft believer becomes like the charicts
of Amminadib, and goes forth like a giant refrefhed
with wine : the p]aces of God’s. wor (hlp are, each,
2 banqueting houfe ; and the means of grace are {o

many mountains of {pices.
{u..r... .
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Tuefday, 29. That {weet text, ¢ This God is
our God for ever and ever; he fhall be our guide
even unto death :”> proved a cordial to my {oul this
morning. Blefled be his name, I could adopt thofe
words of triumph, and {tidl can, 1n the allurance of
faith. I am, through grace, as clearly fatisfied of
my intereft in the blefling they contain, as if they

were addrefled to me by name.
I remember a delightful paraphrafe of this golden

paflage, written by Mr. Hart; which I cannot help
putting down here ; and the rather, as they are the
very language of my {oul at prelent :

« This God 1s the God we adore,

Our faithful, unchangeable friend ;
Whoie love 1s as great as his pow’r,

And knows neither meafure nor end.
“T'1s Jelus, the firflt and the laft,

Whofe Spirit {hall guide us {afe home;;
We'll praife him, for all that 1s palt,

And truft him, for all that’s to come.

In the afternoon, began, and about half finifhed,
a fermon on Phil. 11. 8. which, 1if the Lord pleafe, I
hope to deliver from the pulpit next Friday. The
f.ord has already, while writing 1t, made 1t a means
of grace to myfelf ; and gave me to experience the
power of that dying love, which the text and the
preceding context fo {wectly celebrate. O Lamb
of God, flain for me ! Thy blood 1s balm ; thy pre-
fence 1s blifs, thy fmile 1s heaven. Through thy
precious righteouinels, finners and falvation meet to-
gether. Thou haft knit me to thyfelf in the bonds
of an everlafting covenant which f{hall not be for-
gotten and canpot be annulled. Thou bhaft {et me
as a feal upon thine arm, and haft fet the {cal of thy
{pirit upon my heart. I tan fing, with one of thy
faints, now In heaven,

¢¢ ], ove
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¢« .ove mov’d thee to die ;
And on this I rely,
My Saviour hath lov’d me, I cannot tell why
But this I can find,
We two are {5 join’d,
He’ll not be 1n glory and leave me behind.”

April 1. Good-Friday. In the morning, read
prayers, preached, and admimftered the blefled Sa-
crament, at Harpford. Both in the pulpit, and at
the Lord’s table, my joy, confolation, and enlarge-
ment of {foul, were great : and, I think, I never {aw
communicants more humble, {erious, and duvout
‘God’s prefence {cemed to be manifefted AMONE s
in 4 very uncommon manner. In the afternoon,
read prayers and preached here at Fen-Ottery : and -
the glorious majeily ot the Lord our God was evi-
dently upon fpzaker and hearers. This has been a
Good Friday indeed tomy {foul ; and, I dare believe,
to the fouls of many befide. Lord, make the {enfible
unction of thy {pirit not only to de{fcend upon us,
but to abide with us ! | -

Saturday, 2. After breakfaft, rode to Execter;
where I dined at Mr. Holmes’s. Found that dear
and excellent man not only more refigned to the will
of God, but even more cheartul, than I could well
have conceived. Mrs. Paul, of Toptham, and Mr.

ewis, a worthy Baptit minifter, dined with wus.
Our converfation at table was on the beft fubjedts:
and I found our Chriftian difcuffions {enfibly bleft to
my foul., After tea, myfelf and four more tollowed the
remains of mafter Holimes to Eade, about two miles
out of the c1ty, where they were interred. Mr. Cole,
curate of the parith, read the funeral fervice ; and I
preached a fermon, {uitable to the {olemn occafion,
to a large auditory, and one of the moft attentive
ones { ever {faw. [ had a violent hoarfenefs upon me
l the afternoon, which made me apprehenfive 1
thould both {peak and be heard with difficulty. But,

d upon
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upon my entrance into the pulpit, while the firft
plalm was finging, I lifted up my heart to God,
and prayed, ¢ Lord, help me, thisonce.” Nor was
my f{upplication loft. I was helped indeed. [
preached forty minutes, with great eafe to myfelf,
and with great ftrength, readinefs, and diftinétnefs,
It was a blefled {ealon to my own heart; and, I
earncitly truil, to the {ouls of many that heard. The
word did indeed {eem to come with the demonftra-
tion of the {pirit, and with power. Returning to
Exon, I {upped with Mr. Holmes and the company;
and from thence, between eleven and twelve at night,
returned home to Fen-Ottery.

Sunday, 3. Eafter-Sunday. Rofe, this morning,
with {uch a cold, and hoarfenefs on my voice, that |
could hardly {peak either audibly or intelligibly.
Read prayers, however (if it might be called read-
ing), here at Fen-Ottery, and adminiftered the
blefled Sacrament: but, knowing it would be in
valn to attempt preaching, ordered the clerk to
make an apology to the congregation. At the table
of the LLord, the Lord of the table was with me of a
truth ; and made my {oul rejoice, amd all the weak-
nefs of my body. In the afternoon, rode to Harp-
ford ; where, after reading prayers to a very great
congregation, as well as I could, which was very
badly, I was in fome doubt whether I had beft at-
tempt to preach or not. Confidering, however, that,
if T found I could not make mylelt heard, 1 could
but ceafe ; and grieving at the thought of {ending
away fuch a multitude, without even endeavourng
to break to them the word of life; I went up intv
the pulpit, and befought the Lord to manttelt his
ftrength in my weaknels: and he gracioufly did. &
preached three quarters of an hour, with wondertul
ftrength, and unufual enlargement of foul. Awe and
attention were vifible on every face. I was enabled
to exert myfelf greatly, and to pcur out my whole

{oul in the miniftry of the word. The fenie ot Qod 5
pretence,
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prefence, together with the fweetnels and dignity of
the fubjet 1 was upon, melted me {o, that, I think,
[ was never more {trongly carried out. Once 1n par-
ticular, I could {carce refrain from burfting into
tears. Hoarfe and difagreeable as my voice {ounded,
yet, I am convinced, the voice of the Holy Spirt
made 1its way to many hearts. Indeed, all were
ftruck, if there 1s any judgement to be formed by
appearances. My wonder, at the ability with which
[ was endued, and my gratitude to the bletled God,
for the comforts that were experienced, will hardly
{uffer me to defift from {aying more of this memo-
rable opportunity. Lord, who would not truit thee ?
Who would not love thee? The work, O God, was
thine ; and thine be all the glory! Amen, Amen.

Tuelday, 5. My hoarfenefs, blefled be God, be-
oins to go off. Drinking tea, to-day, at Mr.
Leigh’s, at Hayne, the company went away early,
and Mr. Leigh and I bad the remainder of the after-
noon to ourfelves. QOur converfation took a very
improving turn. We talked much of death, the
aflurance of faith, and the invincibility of convert-
ing grace. My converfation on the latter fubject
never feemed to come to him with {o much convic-
tion and power, as now. He almoft gave up his
Arminiani{m, and drank in, what I was enabled to
fay, with a {erioufnefs and fenfibility I never faw in
him before. He even appeared to relifh the doctrine
of grace, and to feel fome of its power. Lord, let
not thy {pirit leave hun, until thou haft made him
cry, from the depth of his heart, ¢ O {overeign
orace ! T am nothing ! Thou art all 1”

On my way home to Fen-Ottery, efpecially as 1
was riding over Tipton-bridge, my {foul was 1n a-
very comfortable frame. O the unutterable fweet-
nefs of {enfible intereft 1n God’s eleétion, the co-
venant of grace, and righteoufnefs of Chrift! I trulft,

Lcan fay, they are all mine.
d 2 Wednelday,
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Wednefday, 6. ¢% This afternoon, about two
o’clock, I received inftitution, at Exeter, to the liv-
ing of Broad-Hembury. = While on my knees, the
chancellor was committing the {ouls of that parifh to
my care, my own foul was fecretly lifted up to God
for a bleffing : which, 1 humbly truft, will be given,
for his mercy’s {ake in Jefus Chnift.

Immediately after I was inftituted to Broad-
Hembury, Mr. Luce was inftituted to Harpford:

Thur{day, 7. That gracious promife was given
me to-day, ¢ I will inform thee and teach thee in
the way wherein thou fhalt go; and I will guide thee
with mine eye.” I had been, previoufly, much de-
jeted 1n {pirit, and exercifed with various doubts
but that word of comfort came with {uch power and
effeCt, that I was {foon {et to rights again.

Friday, 8. Mr. Luce dinipg here to-day, we
walked, 1n the afternoon, to Harpford ; where I in-
ducted him into that hiving. In the courfe of this
day, I was favoured with {fome comfortable ghmpfes
of my heavenly Father’s countenance. O that !
could ever have an heart warm with love ! But it i
better to catch fire now-and-then, than to be always
cold, Blefled be the comforter of God’s elett, a
hive coal, from the golden altar which 1s before the
throne, 1s {fometimes dropt into my heart ; and then
I can fing,

Lov’d of my God, for him again
With love intenfe I burn :
Chofen of thee ere time began,

I chufe theen return.

To have a part and lot 1n God’s falvation, is the mam
thing : but to have the joy of 1t, is an additional
blefling, which makes our way to the kingdon
{imooth and {weet. )

Saturday, ¢9. In the evening, while refurning
from Broad-Hembury (where 1 dined to-day) ; and

at might after my rcturn hither to I"en-Ottery ; Ih;—ld
thne
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the comfort of {weet communion with God, and not
only enjoyed that peace which the world cannot give,
but was favoured with fome dehghtful affurances of
God’s everlafting love to me a finner. I was, like
what 1s {aid of Naphthali, ¢ fatished with favour :”
even with the favour of him, whofe name is as oint-
ment poured forth ; whom to know, 1s life eternal ;
and whom to converfe with, 1s heaven. The {pirit
himf{elf bore witnefs with my {pirit, that I am a
child of God, and a joint heir with Chrift. Lord,
doubtlefs thou art my Father: O enable me to love
thee as fuch, and to walk worthy of my heavenly
pechigree !

Sunday, 10. Did duty, this day, at the Churches
here, for, I {uppofe, the laft time. In the morning,
read prayers and preached at Fen-Ottery: and, 1n
the afternoon, read prayers and preached at Harp-
ford, to a very great congregation. At the latter
Church, God did indeed open to me a door both of
knowledge and of utterance : infomuch that I could
not poffibly confine myielf to my notes; but was
carried out with extraordinary enlargement, readi-
nefs, and prefence of mind: elpecialiy while {peak-
ing of the certain perfeverance of God’s regenerate
people, and of the utter umpo(hbility or being juftified
by works. I did not take any leave of my dear peo-
ple. Irarewell-fermons,’in my opinion, carry in them
fuch an air of felf-importance, that I have long re-
folved never to preach one again.—i.zt me rather
clole my miniftry 1o this place, with, 1. Sccretly
begeing pardon of God to-might, for my maaifold
nns, omifficns, and 1nfirmities, both as a man, and
as a muntfter: 2. I earnclitly intreat my giacious
Lord to make me thackful for the innumerable
mercies, I bave experienced, fince 1 had the care
of thefe parifhes upon me. 3. I pray God to
command his efficacious blefling on my weak, fin-
tul, and unworthy labours here; moft tumbly be-
lceching him to own the meilages of {alvation I
have delivered from time to time, and to grant that

d 13 the
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the feed, he has enabled me to fow, may be found
after many days. 4. I beg him to f{tay with thefe
that ftay, and to go with me when I go from them:
that his prefence and ins blefling may be their por-
tion, my portion, and the portion of thofe among
whom I expe(t fhortly to mimiter. O thou God of
power and of grace ! all hearts are in thy hand, and
all events are at thy difpofal ! Set, O fet the feal of
thy almighty fiar upon each of thefe petitions! And
{upply all our need, according to thy riches in glory
by Chrift Jefus! Amen, Amen.

Taclday, 12. At mght, the Lord gave me to
experience fome gracious meltings of heart  How
{weet are the humiliations of penitential love ! I de-
fire no greater blils, than to lie at my heavenly
Mafter’s foot-ftool, diffolved in wonder, gratitude,
and {elf-abafement. ' |

Friday, 15. Several words of comfort were, this
day, at different times, fpoken to and {ealed upon
my heart : particularly thefe three, ¢“ Fear not; I
will be with thee.”—¢ Truft me.””—*¢ I will uphold
thee with the right-hand of my righteoufnefs.” At
another time thele words were powerfully {uggefted
to my {oul, ¢ Be joyful in the Liord.” To many,
all this would appear as the moft palpable enthu-
fiaim ; and there was a time, when 1 myfelt {hould
have thought fo too. But bletled be God the com-
forter, I know what it 1s to enjoy {fome degree of com-
munion with the Father, and the Sonbyhim. And,
exclufive of this 1nward o:fe,, which is, to mylelf,
equivalent, 1 point of mental f{atisfaction, to ten
thoufand demonftrations; my experiences of this
kind, confidered evenin the moft rational view, can-
not, I am weil perfuaded, be juftly counted enthufi-
aftic, or the offspring of an heated imagination : for,
1. They are attended with fuch apowertul {weetnels,
and fuch commanding weight, fuch {atisfactory
clearnefs, and {uch a perfeét confiftency with the
promifes of Scripture, as leave me no caufe to doubt

of 1its being indeed the voice of God to my foul.Wz.
.. My
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My mind, on thefe occafions, 1s as abfolutely paf-
five, as my body can at any tume be on hearing any
perfon {peak with whom I converfe. 3. I argue
from events. I can, to the beft of my remembrance
and belief, trulyfay, that I never yet have had one
promife, or aflurance, concerning temporal things,
imprefied on me beforehand 1n a way of communion
with God, which the event did not realize: Inever,
that T know of, knew 1t fail in any one fingle in-
ftance. 1 do not {ay, that a particular aflurance,
concerning any particular futurity, 1s always given
me before-hand : far from it: but when 1t has, two
untfons never harmonized more exactly than my ai-
furance and the {ubfequent providence. And, 1if
this has, hitherto, been the cafe with me 1a tempo-
ral concerns, and matters of Providence; why {hould
fimlar induleences from above, refpetling iprritual
things, and matters of grace, be treated as fan-
cful ?

At might, 1n mv chamber, the Lord gave me {e-
veral fohid affurances of his future providential good-
nefs to me. I was enabled to linow the voice of him
that {pake within, and to caft the anchor ot faith on
what he faid. My complacency and fatisfaction of
foul were equally comtfortable ard unutteravle. O
my God, that, which thou hait promiied, thou art
able alfo to pertorm.

Saturday, 16. In the cvening, rode to Bread-
Hembury ; where, at night, vetore I went to bed,
the Lord gave me fome comiortable aflurances o
fecret praver.

Sunday, 17. In the morning, read prayers and
preached, at Broad-Hembury, to a large congrega-
tion. I opened (if T may {o ipeak) my {pintual
commiffioa, by difcourfing from thole words, 2 Cor.
v. 5. ¢ We preach not ourfelves, but Chnit Jefus
the Lord.” In the afternoon, read prayers and
preached, 7b/4. to a very numerous congregation,
from Jude 3. and baptized two infants. Great was

d 4 my
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my reafon for gratitude and thankfulnels to the gra-
cious Author of all good. I was enabled, both parts
of the day, to go through the duties of 1t with much
{atisfaétion and prelence of mind: and the word
preached feem to be relifhed by many, and to be well
received by all.

In the evening, returned to I'en-Ottery ; where I
read, with great comfort and joy in the Holy Ghoft,
Mr. Hervey’s fermon on ¢ The Way ot Holinefs.”
In fecret prayer, too, before I went to bed, the chan-
nel of comfortable intercourfe was opened between
God and my {oul. All weaknefs and all unwor-
thinefs as I am, I have, in Chriit, both righteout-
nefs and ftrength : and God, through him, 15 my
portion for ever. In his favour 1s hfe: and that
life 1s mine.

Monday, 18. l.ate to-night, when the reft of
~the family were retired to reft, the reading of Jenks’s
Meditations was much blefled to my foul. Truly,
my fellowfhip 1s with the Father, and with his Son
Jetus Chrift, whofe precious blood, 1n a way of ex-
piation, cleanfeth me from all fin.

Thurfday, 21. Riding home, to-night, from

xeter, the Lord was with me 1n a way of {piritual
communion. Applying to him for a blefling on my
intended removal to Broad-Hembury, this anfwer
was given me, “ Go, and I will be with thee:” and,
a little while after, ¢ Thou fhalt {hake off every
weight.”

Friday, 22. Before T left my chamber, this morn-
ing, I was enabled to hold {weet intercourié,__x*~f1t11
the Father of {pirits, in {ecret prayer. For a minute
or two, my comforts, not to fay raptures, were of a
very exalted kind. Yet, withinan hour after, 1 was
grieved with the bubblings up of indwelling fin; and
was, for fome time, in a very uncomfortable ftate ot
inward temptation : but the Lord kept me from minc
iniquity, and withheld me from actually falling.

Towards evening, while finifhing a fermon on Plalm
| XXXl
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xxxil. I. 1 experienced {ome gracious meltings of
foul, and {enfibly enjoyed the rays of my heavenlv
Father’s prefence.

Saturday, 23. Atter dinner, rode to Broad-
Hembury; where, at night, in my chamber, a little
before I went to bed, my {oul was harratled, 1n a fad
and very unufual manner, with doubts and fears and
unbelief. I was in {piritual darknefs, even darknefs
that might be felt. I do not know that I ever was
fo much given up to the evil furmifings of my own
heart, ince T have been in orders. T could hardly
act faith ac all.  iac 1t not been for fear of expofing
myfelf and difturbing the fq.mlly I fhould have
roared for the (luquutnx_.is of my heart. My hea-
venly Pilot difappeared ; I feemed to have quite
loft my hald on the rock of ages; I {funk in the deep
mire ; and the waves and {torms went over me.
Yet, at laft, in prayer, I was enabled, I know not
how, to throw myfelf, abfoiutely and at large, on
God, at all events, and for better for worfe: yet
without comfort, and almolt without hope. I was,
in thort, almoft 1n a ftate of deipair. My horror
and diftrefs were unutterable.  And in this con-
dition 1 remained, until it plealed God to give me
fome fleep.

Sunday, 24. When I awaked this morning, 1
had peace of foul, and a cenfiderable meafure of
confidence in God.—Read prayers, and preached
with ftrength of body and enlargement of mind.—
After my return from public morning lervice, my
confolations from above were 111up1dﬁble. Hea-
vinefs did indeed endure for a mght; but joy came
in the morning. My foul could magnify the Lord;
and my {pirit TLJO]Ced in God my Saviour. ---Rcad
Bithop Wilkins’s Preacher, with great approbartion
and pleafure, and not without nnprovement.—In
the afternoon, read prayers, and preaclied to a very
large congregation: and God was with me of a
truth, My own {oul was richly watered, and there

{cemed
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fecmed to be fhowers of blefling all around. 1
never preached fo much extempore, 1n my life be-
fore. My whole introduction was off-hand: nor
did I ever exprefs myfelf more freely, pertinently,
and to my own {atisfaction. My text, both parts
of the day, Plalm xxxu. 1. O what infinite
amends bas God made me, for the diftrefles of laft
night! Might I chufe for myfelt (which, however,
{ am not qualified fer, nor yet defirous of doing),
1 thould hardly, I think, care how much God hum-
bled me 1n private before him, fo I might but en-
joy his prefence and bieffing 1n the dilcharge of my
public duties.

What a day has this been! A Sabbath-day in-
deed ; a day of feafting to my {oul; a day of
triumph and rejorcing.  He brought me into his
banqueting-houfe, and his banner over e was love,
I never was more affifted {rom above, than this af-
ternoon; very feldom {o much. Lord, blels the
people, as thou hait blefled me !

(< Here let me leave 1t on thankfu!l record, for
my comfort and fuppert (if it pleate God) 1n future
times of trial and delertion, that I never was lower
in the valley, than laft mght; nor higher on the
Mount, than to-day. The Lord chaftened me, but
did not give me over unto death. And he never
will.  He may, indeed, for a fmall moment, hide
bis face from me; but with everlafting kindnefs will
he have mercy on me.

Saturday, 0. After dinner, rode to Broad-
Hembury ; where I {pent the evening, and lay at
Mrs. Pynfent’s. Very different, through the tender
mercy of God, was my frame of mind, to-night,
from what 1t was tbe Saturday before. 1 was now
enabled to reft, with comfortable complacency, on
the power, faithfulnefs, and grace of my heavenly
Father. What a poor, fceble creature, 1s a be-
liever, when faith 1s not in exercife! He 1s like an

cagle, whole wings are pinioned. But, when tll]C
South-
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South-wind of the Holy Spirit breathes upon the
foul, and fans the {moking flax, the Chriftian
orows as the hily, and cafteth forth the root as Le-
banon. He 1s, for the time being, almoft tempted
to fing that requwzem which David, 1n fimilar cir-
cumftances, fung to his foul, I {hall never be
removed ; thou, Lord, of thy goodnefs, haft made
my hill {o {trong.”

May, 1. Sunday. Read prayers, and preached,
morning and atternoon, at Broad-Hembury. The
Lerd was with me both parts of the day.—In pri-
vate, {pent {everal hours in reading Sced’s Sermons.
Flegant, and malfterly, 1s the compofition; nervous,
and refined, the reafoning: but the main thing, I
aporehend, 1s wanting; even that {piritual unction,
that vital vein of gofpel experience, without which,
the correcteft performances of this kind are, to me,
powerlefs and taftelefs.—Read zalfo Wall’s Critical
Notes on the New Teftament ; in which are many
things ufeful and ingenious: yet 1 cannot help
thinking that the alterations (improperly {tyled,
omendments), which the learncd author would
make 1n the ornginal text, are, for the far
creater part, extremely flighty and conjectural;
often, quite injudicious; and, fometimes, aftonifh-
ingly daring.  Befides, the dead fly of Arminianiim
marrs and taints the whole pot of ointment.

Thur{day, z. DMy honoured and moft dear
mother’s birth-day.  Gracious God, crown her in-
eftimable life with many years to come; and crown
each year with add:tional grace and redoubled hap-
pinefs ! — After dinner, removed, for good, from Fen-
Ottery to Broad-Hembury: where, being arrived, 1
[pent the evening in a comfortable frame of foul;
humbly trufting, that the God and guide of my life,
who fixeth the bounds of our habitations below, will,
l]imfeh‘, vouchiafe to be the dwe]ling piace of my
foul, here and ever. At night, there was {cme thun-
der : during which efpecially, I was favoured with a

' {weetly
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fweetly awful {enfe of God’s majefty and love. How
happy, O Lord, is the {oul, which 1s enabled to wrap
it{elf 1n thee ! |

Friday, 6. IEnjoyed the peace of God to-day:
narticularly at night, before bed-time; when my
communion with the Father of Spirits was near and
fweet. I could indeced fay, ¢ My Lord, my love,
my all !

Saturday, 7. Was occafionally comforted from
above. Bleffed, O God, unutterably bleiled, is the
man whom thou ‘chufeft, and cauleft to approach
unto thee! Thy fecret 15 with me; and thou hatlt
fhewn me thy covenant.

Sunday, 8. In the morning, read prayers, and
rcad the Thirty-nine Articles, and the declaration
of conformity. In the afternoon, read prayers, and
preached, to a very large congregation. Between
morning and aficrnoon fervice, 1 experienced much
of God’s prefence, alone in my {tudy, while revifing
the fermon I intended to preacn. My comforts and
joy did not only {low as o river, but role like the
waves of the fea.—In the evening read Turretin’s
Theologia : true 1s that great author’s ob{ervation,
and molt happily expretied, ¢ abwanias fides ¢ff [fuida-
mentuinn elurzaizz”’  Read alfo Dr. Sibbes’s ¢ Soul's
Conflict:” 1n which the following obfervations are
cqually important, certain, and comfortable :

‘“ The angel troubled the waters, which then
cured thole that {teptin: it1salfo Chrift’s mannerto
trouble our fouls firft, and then to come with hiealing
in his wings.—As for croffes, he doth but caft us
down, toraife us up; and empty us, that he may fill
us; and melt us, that we may be veflels of glory:
loving us as well, 1n the furnace, as when we aic
out; and ftanding by us all the while.—-In the worlt
condition, the Church hath two faces : one towards
heaven and Chrift, which is always conftant and glo-
rious ; another towards the world, which 1s, 1nap-

pearance, contemptible and changeablé.wln all
{torms,

»
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fforms, there 1s {ea-room enough, in the infinitc
goodnefs of God, for faith to be carried with full
{1l —Places and conditions are happy or miferable,
as God vouchfafeth his gracious prefence more or
lefs.—God 1s neareft to hlS children, when he {cems
furtheft off.—It 1s as natural for {in to raife doubts
and fears 1n the confcience, as for rotten flefh and
wood to breed worms. Sin, like Achan in the camp,
or Jonas in the fhip, 1s that which cauicth {torms
within and without. bles, the trouble of
a proud heart 1s the greatef’t.-——-Thc oreater part ot
our troubles we pull upon ourielves, by not parting
our care {0, as to take upon us only the care of duty,
and leave the reit to God,; and by minghng our
paflions with our crofles ; and, like a foolifh patient,
chewing the pills which we fhould {wallow down.”

Tuelday, 10. Whillt taking my evening walk,
by mylelt, on the hill that ov erTooks this viilage, and
furveying the lovely vales, that lie beneath on eitlh,r
hand, the Lord melted me into gratitude and praife.
I was not alone; forthe great Father of all was with
me.—On my return, wrote part of a {ermon, after
tupper, on 2 Cor.v. §. and my peace and jov in
believing were great.

sunday, 15. In the morning, rode to Sheldon;
where I read prayers and preached to a very atten-
tive congregation : a {fmall Church, but well filled.
After fervice, retumed home to BEroad- Hembury ;
where, 1n the afternoon, I read prayers and preached
(o a great auditory: and the Lord was with me 1n
an elpecial manner.  Spent the evening very com-
fortubly and profitably, in writing part of a fermon.
At night, thofe words dwelt much upon my mind,
and were greatly bleft to me, < The Lord 1s my
portion, {aith my{oul:”” through the influence cf his
good {pirit, I could fee and re¢joice in God as my
portion 1ndeed.

Sunday, 22. Whitfunday. In the merning, read
prayers, preached, and adnuniftered the helv {acra-

ment
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ment to thirty-fix communicants. In the afternoon,
read prayers, and preached, to a very large congre-
gation. I truft the ordinances were bleft to {ome:
but, as to myfelf, I can only f{ay, that I went
through the duties of the day with ftrength, eafe
and prefence of mind. 1 defire to be thankful for

this: yet am grieved, that I was not more fervent
in {pirit, and higher on the Mount of divine love. |

could ever with to be
¢« Like the rapt {feraph that adores and burns.”

Fain would I mount ; fain would I glow ;
And loofe my cable from below :

But I can only {pread my {ail;

Thou, thou muft breathe th’ au{picious gale!

Friday, 27. Notwithftanding my aggravated fins
fulnefs and my abfolute unworthinefs, God gave
me, this night, to drink of his confolations, as from
a river. ‘¢ Pardon and {anctification,” was my
prayer: ¢ Mercy, pardon and {alvation,” was the
oracious an{wer.

Saturday, 28. This evening, I was enabled to
rejoice in {pirit. God gave me not only a good
hope in his grace, but the affurance of faith. Eimifh-
ed a fermon on Rev. 11. 17. I do think and truft
that I can fay, that text 1s verified 1n me, even mé
a finner. Through the blood of the Lamb, I be-
lieve that I [hall overcome: I am often fed with the
hidden manna of communion with God; there are
times when I can {et to my feal, that the white {tone
of abfolution and juftification 1s mine: and thatl
have the new name, the privilege of adoption 1into
the invifible family of God: the confcioufnefs of
which 1s attended with {uch comfort as 1s only known
to them that receive it. To Father, Son, and Spirit,
be all the glory! ' '

Sunday, 29. Read prayers, and preached,
morning and afternoon, to a much larger congre-

gation, both times, than 1 expeéled, confidering
the
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the wetnefs of the weather. God has watered the
earth, to-day, with his rain, which has been, for
fome time, greatly wanted : but the [piritual fhower
of divine love did not defcend upon my {oul, until
[ retired to my ftudy, this evening, after family
prayer. I had then {fome fhort, but comfortable in-
tercourfe with God. An obfervation which 1 met
with to-day, in reading Downame’s ¢ Chrnitian
Warfare,” {truck me much, {peaking of the Holy
Spirit as the {ealer of the eleét, he afks, < How 1s 1t
poflible to receive the {eal, without feeling the 1m-
preflion ?” O that I might feel 1t, more and more !

June 5. Sunday. This morning, I read prayers,
and preached, to a large congregation ; and, 1in the
afternoon, to a very large one. My God was prelent
with me, both times : and, 1 truft, I have realon to
hope, that my labour was not 1n vain in the Lord.
Vifited and prayed with farmer Wilham 'Faylor,
twice to-day. The firft time, particularly, 1 had
oreat freedom of {peech, 1n converfing with him on
{piritual matters. He has, probably, not many days
to live ; and, I would hope, 1s not without {ome
{enfe of divine things. Vifited allo, and prayed witls
FEdward Granger: a very ignorant perion, and full
of what are called good refolutions, it God fhould
refltore him again to bealth. It 1s a melancholy
thing, that, in a Proteftant country, a minifter
(hould have fo much 1gnorance to combat with, 1n
moft of the common people. 1 thank thee, Holy
Father, if I am, 1n any mealure, enhightened into the
knowledge of thee ; and befeech thee to make me an
inftrument, 1n thy hand, of giving hght to others,
lo far as my little {phere extends. Was, through
grace, very comfortable in my own fcal, feveral
times this day.

Thurfday, 9. In the morning, vifited and pray-
ed with farmer William Taylor. One thing, which
he {aid, I took notice of with fatistaction: his words
were, My pains are nothing, to my hopes.” Dined

ang
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and drank tea at Grange. At might, after my re.
turn from thence, I was happy in the Lord. I was
enabled, from a fenfe of mnterelt 1n Chrft, to fing

thofe {weet lines,

< JTefus, thou art my righteoufnefs,
““ Forall my {ins were thine, &c.”

Sunday, 12. Read prayers, and preached, morn-
ing and afternoon. Mhight I judge of what others
telt, by the comfortable enlargement I experienced
myfelf, both parts of the day, I fhould truft that
the arm of the Lord was revealed. The afternoon
audience was verv great : and God was with me of a
truth. A door of knowledge, and of utterance, was
opened to me : and I humbly hope, God opened to
himf{elf a door into the hearts of {fome that heard, I
cannot forbear oblerving, that, laft mght, and to-
dav, the Lord ¢ave me fome {pecial affurances of his
being with me in the dilcharge of the public duties
of this fabbath: and his gracious intimations were
verified indeed. The promudes of man frequently
exceed the performance; but God’s performance
exceeds cven his promiles.

Saturday, 18. All day at home. Wrote feveral
hymns; and, while writing that, which begins thus:
«“ When faith’s alert, and hope fhines clear,” &c. 1
was, through grace, verv comfortable in my foul:
{o, indeed, I have been the whole day. Read bithop
Hopkins’s Works, which were {ent me from kxeter
vefterday, with much {piritual improvement. From
morning until now, 1. e. until eleven at mght, !
bave enjoyed a continual feaft within, Chnil has
been unfpeakably precious to my heart, and the
blefied {pirit of God has vifited me with fiveet and
reviving manifeftations. Temptations of a particu-
lar kind, befct me more than once; but the Lord
lifted up bis ftandard, and I fell not ; the gates of hell
attacked me, but did not prevatl agamnit the grace

of God which was with nmie, Glory be to God on

highj
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high, who {preads a tavle for me in th> wildernefs,
making me to banquet on his love; and who has
cauled my cup of joy to overflow this day. Yea,
and I {hall dwell 1n the houfe of the Lord, and be
mylelf his houfe, for ever.

Sunday, 19. ‘Though {omewhat out of order in
the morning, God cairied me well through the du-
ties of the day. Read prayers and preached, twice,
as ufual. In the afternoon, the congregation was
very large. This has not bezn fuch a rejoicing day,
to my own foul, as yefterday was; but, I truft, the
word preached was not powerlefs altogether. Yet
this, I fear, I can truly {ay, that my lot has never
hitherto been caft among a people {o generally ig-
norant of divine things, and {o totally dead to God.
I know of but three perfons, 1n all this large and po-
pulous parifh, on whom, I have {olid reafon to truft,
a work of {aving grace 1s begun : and thefe are, Mors.
Hutchins, farmer William Taylor, and Joan Venn.
But this I verily believe ; that, 1t God had not {fome
eleé {ouls to call, he would not have {ent me hither.
When vicar of Harpford, I laboured among that
people for a great part of two years, before I could
perceive a {enfible out-pouring of God’s Holy Spirit
upon them : and yet, before I left them, God feem-
ed to have owned my miniftry 1n a very great and
unexpected manner. Lord, grant, 1t it pleaie thee,
that I may have the {ame confolation here !

Wedneiday, 22. Calling on Mrs. Hutchins this
evening, I found Joan Venn there, from whom I
had the comfort of heartng that my unworthy mi-
niftry has, 1n general, been attended with great
power to her foul : but, above all, on the 24th of
laft April, in the afternoon, under that {ermon from
Plalm xxxit. 1. Lord, carry on thy work 1n her
{oul and mine, to the day ot Chrift!

Friday, 24. Vifited and prayed with Sarah
Granger. In the evening, had a very comfortable
nterview with old farmer Wilhlam Taylor, who,

e though
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though better than I ever expeCted to {ce hun, is
not, in all probability, far from the invifible world.
God enabled me to pray with him extempore ; and
I never yet faw him f{o affeted. If the Lord gives
ability, I think to lay afide forms of prayer, in my
future attendance on the fick. I generally find, that
prayer, on thefe occafions, offered up as God gives
utterance, 1s more bleft to the {fouls 1 attend upon,
as well as to my own. Lord, may thy good {pirit,
which maketh 1nterceflion 1n thy {aints, be ever pre-
{fent with me, to help my infirmities, and teach me
to pray as I ought There are, certainly, particular
exigences, and cafes, which few if any prefcribed
form can reach. With regard to this, and every
other part of my duty as a minifter, my help {tand-
eth 1o the name of the Lord, who hath made heaven
and carth. I only wifh, that my natural difhdence
was lefs, and my faith greater !

Sunday, 26. A {abbath of joy and blefling. Was
fomewhat caft down, lait might, and early this morn-
g, at the prolpe&t of the public duties lying betore
me, as | bave been, for fome days paft, troubled
with a cough, which grows upon me more and more.
But God heard my petitions, and was better to me
than my expectations. 1 read prayers, and preached,
in the morning, to a large congrecation ; and, in the
afternoon, to an exceeding full one; with unufual
freedom of utterance, and {trength of body, both
times. After morning fervice, vifited and prayed
with Sarah Granger. 1In prayer, fhe was quite melt-
ed down, and wept greatly. God gave me both
words and matter, fuitable to her cafe. In the even-
ing, vifited and prayed with farmer William Taylor:
and, on this occafion too, T was enabled to pray
with much liberty of fpeech, and comfort to myfeli.
In the courfe of our converfation he told me, that
““ Being alone yefterday evening, and begging of God
to hearken to his fupplications, he thought he heard
a voice fay, ¢ 1 will hear thy prayers ;> and thalt his

10p&
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hope of acceptance has been ever fince, greater than
ufual.” How this really was, I dare not fay: but
would chufe to fufpend my judgement about it.
This, however, I am glad to obferve in him, name-
ly, that he 1s mcft earrciily defirous of gaining
the aflurance of lus juittfication. Surely, if the
foundation of true faith was not laid 1n his {oul, he
would hardly be fo defirous of having the top-ftone
brought forth with joy. At night, finifhed a fhort
morning fermon, which 1 began yefterday, on 1
Kings, xvil. 21.

Tuefday, 28. In my way to Grange (where I
dined and {pent the evening), vifited Sarah Granger.
[ found her furrounded with weeping friends and
relatives, and herfelf little more than alive, 1n point
of bodily ftrength, but perfectly fenfible. MMy mouth
was opened, to {peak much, and pertinently to her
cafe : and the Lord gave me very great freedom,
enlargement, and warmth 1n prayer. I hope 1t was
made a feafon of blefling both to her and to thofe
who were prefent, as, thrOUgh orace, 1t was to my-
(elf. She, ftrongly, and 1n a molt affecting man-
ner, requefted me to have an eye over her children,
when the was dead and gone, and to dowhat I could
in furthering them in the way to the kingdom of
God. I aflured her, that nothing, 1n my power,
fhould be wanting, 1f 1 lived, which might conduce
to their {piritual or temporal weltare.

Friday, July 1. Drinking tea, this atternoon, at
Priory, we were furprifed with a very unexpected
ftorm of rain, thunder, and hghtening. The flathes
were fo frequent, and fo very wviolent, that Mirs.
Sydenham propofed fhutting the windows, letting
down the curtains, and having candles browsht 1n :
which was done accordingly. 1 dropt an intimation
of my readinefs to go to prayer: but the hint was
not accepted. After about two hours, the weather
being fair again, I took that opportunity of return-
ing home to Broad-Hembury. On my way, the

€ 2 thunder
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thunder and lightening, were renewed ; but there
being no rain, I kept on: and, blefled be God’s
good providence, arrived fafe at the vicarage. The
Lord preferved me from a flavifth fear: but I felt a
very defirable awe on my mind, even fuch as I
would always wifh to fee!, on fuch a commanding
occafion. I converfed much with God in mental
prayer, and defire to blefs his name, that the awful
manifeftations of his power were not commiffioned
either to hurt or deftroy. I have heard much louder
thunder ; but never, I believe, {aw {fuch prodigious
lightening : except my being more expofed to i,
than I ever was before, makes me think {o. Thou,
O Lord, commandeft the waters; 1t 1s the glorious
God, who maketh the thunder : and (adored be the
riches of thy mercy) 1t was thou, who didft bid the
lightenings alarm, but prohibit them to ftrike. O
take me, and {eal me thme for ever!

Saturday, 2. God gave me, this night, fome very
exprels and comfortable affurances of his blefling me
in the courfe of the public duties to-morrow. Lord,
I humbly fay, Amen: I beg that 1t may be fo; I
believe that 1t will be {o.

Sunday, 3. Early this merning, took horfe for
ten-Ottery ; where being arrived, I went to captain
Penney’s. After being with him about half an hour,
we walked to Church. As we were going, the
captain {uddenly took hold of my left-arm: I,
imagining he might have {fomething particular to
{fay to me, went clofer to him; when he fell on me,
with all his weighs. At firft, I fuppofed he mught
have {tumbled, and loft his footing : but was alarm-
ed, when I found him continue motionlefs in my
arms. In lefs than half a minute, he came to hun-
felf ; and was as well as ever. It {eems, he has, {eve-
ral times before, been ftruck in a fimilar manner:
and, had I not been by his fide, he muft bave fallen
proftrate. O that he may, in this his day, know the

things that belong to his everlafting peace, betore
they
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they are hid from his eyes! Being come to the
LChurch, I read prayers, and then preached, with
very great enlargement and liberty both of mind and
utterance. If 1 might judge by the tears, which
fome fhed, under the word preached (and, mdeed

I myfelt did with great difficulty refrain from weep-
ing, toward the conclufion), the meflage of falvation
{feemed to be attended with power. After dinner,

rode to Harptord ; where I read prayers, and preach-
ed, to a very great congregation. Though my cough
was {fomewhat troublefome, at intervals ; I detained
my old audience for fifty minutes, and great was my
ftrength of voice, and fervour of fpirit : nor lefs,

their attention. After drinking tea at farmer Car-
ter’s, 1 returned to Fen-Obtery ; where 1 lay at
Captain Penney’s.

Upon a retrofpeltive view of this L.ord’s day, I
find abundant reafon to adore, admire, and praife
the goodnefs of God. Mr. Luce’s being at Ply-
mouth, rendered it neceflary for me, as a friend, to
afhit him, by ofhciating at his Churches: and the
Lord has been very gracious to me in my unworthy
miniftrations. 1 have had al{o, the additional fatis-
faction of delivering the tidings of peace and f{alva-
tion to a people of whem I had, lately, the charge,
and whom [ affectionately love 1n the 1.ord. Thou
God of all grace, command thy omnipotent blefling,
on what they have heard!

Tueiday, 5. Laying at Otterton laft night, I
took an airing, this morning, with Mr. Duke, 1n his
coach, to Budleigh, Knowle, Tidwell, and Salterton;
and the Lord enabled me, at times, to hold com-
fortable communion with himf{elf by the way.

Saturday, 9. The merciful and gracious Lord
was {enfibly with me, the latter part of to-day.—
‘“ Awake and fing,” and, prefently after, ¢ Arife
and fhine,”” were {poke to my f{foul, from above,

with power and {weetnefs.
| e 3 Late
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Late at night, God was again pleafed to give me
the knowledge of a {ubbath-day’s blefling to-morrow.
Such comfortable and peremptory convictions of
God’s future prefence and {upport on a {ucceeding
Sunday (with which I have been {o often favoured
before-hand) I intend, henceforth, as often as God
is pleafed to grant them, to difunguith by the name
of Saturday-Afiurances. Aflurances they are in-
deed : {o clear, pofitive, and fatistactory. I never
knew them once tail, or deceive my truft. I have
often been dejected and fearful, at the approach of
a {abbath on which I was to minfter publicly;
and God has frequently, not to iay generally, been
better to me than my unbelieving fears; but, on
thole happy days (and, blefled be his name, they
have, of late efpecially, been very many) when pre-
vious aflurances have been given me ot his help and
prefence on the Sunday following, thofe aflurances
have always been made good. The Lord has often dif-
appointed my doubts, and the evil {furmifings of un-
belief ; but bhe never once difappointed my hope,
when he has {aid previoufly to my {oul, ¢ I will be
with thee.” *

Sunday, 10. God has made this'a comfortable
{abbath indeed. In the morning, read prayers and
preached to a confiderable congregation ; and, 1n the
afternoon, to an exceeding great one : with great
readinefs, {trength, and prelence of mind, each time.
In the evening, God delivered me out of a grievous
temptation, and {aved me from falling by it. Vifited
and prayed with Sarah Granger. I was heartily glad
to find that the Lord has made her fenfible of the
deceittulnefs of her heart. Her fears that fhe 15 not
fincercly earneft in feeking God, and, to ufe her
own expreflion, in her ¢ longings after the Lord
Jetus;” are to me, favourable figns of her being {o.
In praying with her, God gave me enlareement of
mind, and great freedom of {peech. Vifited cld

Mrs. Hutchins : who longs for the aflurance of
faith ;
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faith ; but whofe fear of death rather increafes, than
abates: 1 was enabled to {peak a word in {eafon;
and truft, 1t was not wholly invain in the Lord. At
night read Polhill’s Treatife (late the property of the
excellent Mr. Pearfall), entitled, ¢¢ Precious Faith.”
It 1s a precious book, and on a precious {ubjeét.

Friday, 15. God (hone upon my {oul greatly this
evening.

Sunday, 17. In the morning, read prayers, and
preached ; but not with that {enfible comfort which
I fometimes enjoy. In the afternoon, Mr. Savery
was {o kind as to read prayers and preach in my
ftead. My cough was rather troublefome to-day.
After evening fervice, I was much cheared and re-
freflhed 1n foul, while reading Mr. Erfkine’s fer-
mon, entitled, ¢ Faith’s Plea on God’s Word and
Covenant.”

Sunday, 24. In the morning, rode to Sheldon ;
where 1 read prayers and preached. Returning
thence, I read prayers and preached here, at Broad-
Hemburv in the afterncon, with uncommon {trength
and liv umefs, and to the large& congregation 1 have
yet {een 1n this place. Blefied be the God of all
comtort, for the diftingutibed mercies of this de-
hghtfal fabbath. 1 was carried, through the duties
of 1t, as on eagle’s wings; and, amdit the vaft au-
aitory, the word preached feemed to reach fome
hearts with power and the demonitration of tue
Spirit. May 1t be faftened, as a nail 1n a {ure piacc,
and be found after miany days!

Sunday, 31. Read prayers, and preached, both
morning and afternoon, with {trength and fome live-

linefs but with little fplritual joy.
At nlcrht was vifited with {ome taftes of comiort,

and with the fweet rays of my heavenly Father’s
countenance, in reading Erfkine’s {ermons. Read
likewife, not without fenfible improvement, fome
part of the aéts of the {ynod of Dort : particularly, the
judgement of the Britith divines, ¢ De Perfeverantii

Santtorum.””
€ 4 Saturday,
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Saturday, Auguft 6. Was much-dejected in fou
to-night : but, In {eeking the Lord, received fome
comfortable intimations.

Sunday, 7. In the morning rode to Plymtree;
where I read prayers, and preached, with very great
freedom, {trength, and enlargement, to a {erious,
attentive congregation ;: {ome of whom {eemed to
experience as much of the Holy Spirit’s power, as |
did. After dining at Mr. Harward’s, I returned to.
Broad Hembury : where I read prayers, and preach-
ed, to a prodigious full Church, with equal fervour
and liberty both of mind and utterance, as in the
morning. I can never enough adore thy goodnefs,
O thou God of all grace !

Morday, 8. lcannot help noting, to my (hame,
and as a mark of my exceeding depravity, that, after
all the Lord’s Sabbath-day’s mercies to me yefter-
day, I was never, that I know of, more cold, lifelefs,
and wandering, than I was in {ecret prayer laft might,
juit before going to bed. Pardon, deareft Lord,
my want of love! Alas, 1if 1 loved thee more, I
fhould ferve thee better.—During the courfe of the
prefent day, God gave me fome very humbling and
inftruting views of myfeif. " Abftracted from {pe-
cial, eflicacious grace, nothingnefs (or, if any thing,
utter finfulnefs) may be written on all I have, and
am, and do. Blefled be God, that I have fome
ground to hope myfelf interefted in a better righte-
oufnefs than my own! '

Sunday, 14. Recad prayers, and preached, morn-
ing and afternoon. Was, in general, greatly de-
prefled 1n {oul, this day: but not fo much, during
the feafons of public worfhip, as before and after.
In the evening, and at night, my heart afpired to
God with groanings that cannot be uttered. Yet,
while reading Whitty's Sermons, I experienced
great degree of divine power, and, now and then,
fome {weetnels ; but I could not rejoice 1n the Lord:

nor 1s 1t fit, that fuch a finuer always fhould. D_efilll
| Wit
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with me, O God, as thou wilt : but O {eal me to
the day of redemption, and make me be found in
the number of thine at laft!

Thur{day, 18. At Exeter, to-day, I {pent fome
time with that excellent Chriftian, good old Mr.
Brewer : and, in the courfe of our converfation, I
experienced much of the divine prefence. :mong
other matters, he mentioned {ome particulars, {poke
in a charge lately given at the ordination of a young
diffenting minifter : which I put down here, as_they
are too good to be loft. <¢¢I cannot conclude,” faid
the old embafiador of Chrift, ¢ without reminding
you, my young brother, of {ome things that may be
of ule to you, in the courfe of your miniitry. 1.
Preach Chnit crucified, and dwell chiefly on the
bleflings refulting from his righteoulnefs, atonement,
and interceflion. 2. Avoid all needlefs controver-
fies, 1n the pulpit; except it be, when your fubject
neceflarily requires it ; or when the truths of God
are likely to fuffer by your filence. 3. When you
afcend the pulpit, leave your learning behind you:
endeavour to preach more to the hearts of your peo-
ple, than to their heads. 4. Do not affect too much
oratory. Seek rather to profit, than to be admir-
ed.” In the afternoon, returned to Broad- Hem-
pury.

Sunday, 21. In the morning, attended my friend,
Mr Savery, to Sheldon; where he read prayers and
preached. Returned, by dinner, to Broad-Hem-
bury, where I read prayers, and preached, in the
afternoon, to a larce congregation, with a {pirit and
hife that f{eemed to reach the hearts of moft preient.
It was a Sabbath-day’s blefling 1ndeed. Surely,
nothing but heaven itfelf can exczed fuch a golden
opportunity! Blefs the Lord, O mv loul; and ail
that 1s within me, praife his holy name.

Saturday, z7. In fecret prayer, to might, God
gave me a Saturday-afiurance ot a blefling to-mor-

TOW :
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row: and I was enabled to believe that it would ba
unto me, even as the Lord had faid.

Sunday, 2§. Read prayers, and preached, both
p.l!‘t\ of the dav, with uncommen itrength of body,
and with vaft ml'lrgcnumt of toul. Bat ween morn-
102 and atternoon fervice, being in my ftudy, and
comtortablv engaged 1n {ecret prayer, the Lord
vifited me with 2 refrething thower of divine love:
{o th at my mul was kke a watered garden. I never
felr 1o mtenle a deire to be uletul to the fouls of 1y
p_o““; mv heart was expanded, and burnt with
zeal, tor the glarv of God, and for the ipiritual wel-
fare of my flock.” T withed to ipend and be {pentin
the munifiry of th: word ; and had tome ﬂ'raciou-t
ailurances trom on high, that Ged would makeufeof
me to diufuie his goipel; and call intome ot his cho%n
that are ver unconverted.—In r’f'; arternoon, the
congregat c1on was exceeding great indeed. I was sl
on fire for God; and the fire. I‘.i‘ Y bene\e ca g‘t
from heart to heart.—I am atonithed. when I re
view the bizimings of this Lord’s Dav. T‘lnt 2 ﬁn-
ner 1o vie., 1o teehle, 0 1?.'.. 2ad 1o hell-detervin
{bouid be thus powerinilv carred bevond himieit,

led ro preach with tuch demonitiation of

ne, w o am 10is than the leait of

H}.i {aints. 1s this orace E.-» ven, tnat 1 fhould preacn,
amoeng the Gen *lﬂs, the un‘earchable riches or
S nv word run, and be glonned!

wl

‘h-..-

breat., Lord, lert
Ou:t of wezknei-, l am made itrong @ 1o th} name
alone be tne ennre pratie And co on, O go on, 0
own the counfel of thy unwort! hiett meﬁencrer, and
to make the rzer, of him that fent me, found behind

123 to me, Doth as a manp, as a be-
mrniiter, have alreadv been {o won-

s e

certul. that there is hardiv any thing too great for
me 10 £ope 1or at thy hands.
Mordav, 2¢. Thisevening, after my return from
range, God was very gfacious to my foul. DMy

medimnm
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meditation of him was {fweet, and he gave me {ongs

in the mght featon.  Thad fweet, mdtum VICWS ot

his ipa.ualooodneta, and ot my own utter unwor-

thme{ The united fente of thefe two, keeps th

foul in an even balance. 1 am then happzcﬁ,

a5 well as fafeft, when my very exaltations lay
lowelt. .

Wednetdav, 31. Wiiting, this afternoon, to Mrs.
Browne, of Blth, I could not help enumerating
fome of God's chiet mercies to me, bothinaw ay
of providence and grace, fince I faw her laft. Among
other things, 1 obluud as tollows: ¢ God has allo
oiven me, In general, a much greater portion of
health and w'mo‘th than ufual; and crowned his
other mercics, by enabling me to dilpen{e his golpel,
tor the moft part, with a hivelinefs and fervour, which
I have feldom experienced for fo long a time to-
cether.——1I fing, and ought to fing, of mercy
and loving kindnets. I canindeed fet up my Eben-
ezer ; erect a monument of thanktfulnels; and 1n-
{cribe every feparate blefing with Dawvid’s motto,
This hath God done. May his grace lay me low
it his footitool, as a Chriftian; and his almighty
tpirit command fuccets on my unworthy labours, as
2 mintiter '—The Lord go on to make you, madam,
happ\ in his love, and sn 1nitrument of extenﬁxe
cood to his people below. In the exercile of the
crace he has given vou, and 1n the difcharge of the
duties he has allot ed to vou, may vour joy and
peace flourith as the hly, and vour comforts caft
torth the root as Lebanon.  Amid all your bodily
complaints, may his {irength be perfected 1n your
weaknels, and his right-hand fuftain you; until, by
the blo~d of atonement, and the faithful guid-
ance of his {pirir, be has brought you to that land
of light and reft ard joy, where the glorified 1nba-
bitant (hall no more, 1n any {enfe whatever, fay, I'am

ick,—I proyofe, i Providence permit, to {et out
for
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for London, the latter end of September; where §
hope to fpend the enfuing winter with my honoured
mother : happy thould I be, 1n the mean while, to
hear, that your health is at leaft no worfe than ufual.
—1 rejoice to find, from {everal gentlemen of Dor-
{etthire, that Mr, ———"s health 1s greatly im-
proved. I have not taken the hberty of writing to
him, fince laft March was twelve-month; one rea-
{on of which is, left he fhould think I had any inter-
efted views to ferve : which, I am {ure, 1s very far
from being the cale ; my prefent living being vattly
more eligible, than any, of which my honoured
friend 1s patron. When you {end next to Frampton,
you will oblige me 1n condefcending to mention my
name, and tendering my moft refpedtful compli-
ments.—My affeCtionate remembrance, and beft
wifthes, attend the three young gentlemen, your
nephews : nor can I give a fincerer proof of both,
than by praving, that they may flourifh as olive
branches in the courts of the Lord’s houfe ; be made
wife unto falvation, by his fpurit ; and 1ncreale with
the increafe of God.—Mr. and Mrs. Derham have
my affztionate compliments: they may wonder,
perbaps, that I have not done myfelf the pleafure of
writing t5 them 5 but dear Mrs. D. deferves only a
{colding letter (if I could find n my heart to {end
her {fuch an one), for leaving Loondon, lait autumn,
without {eeing me, though fhe knew I was then n
town : and the friend, at whofe houfe the was, and
who informed me afterwards of thefe particulars,
was engaged to drink tea with me the very day Mrs.
Derham {et out for Bath.”

Friday, Sep ember 2. Received, this morning,
a letter from a gofpel friend ; informing me, that
Mr. Morris, of the county of Wexford, in Ireland
(whofc miniftry was, a little turned of twelve years
agn, bleft to my converfion), 1s waxing cold 1n the

work of the Lord. Upon which, I theught étba
eDt
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debt due to friendfhip, and to the caule of God, to
write him a letter *.

Saturday, 3. God was gracioufly pleafed, this
night, to give me an atlurance eof his blefling on the
public work of to-motrow. How tenderly and
bountifully does the Father of confolations deal with
his finful meffenger ! Surely, doubting 1s doubly a
fin in me!

Sunday, 4. In the morning rode to Sheldon;
where I was epabled to read prayers, and preach,
with great comfort to myfelf, and, I have reafon to
hope, with power to them that heard. On my re-
turn, being part of the way over Hembercombe
(more properly, Hembury Common), a moft violent
ftorm of rain obliged me to turn back, and take
fhelter at Richard Lane’s. After half an hour’s ftop
there, Ireturned to Broad-Hembury; where, 1in the
afternoon, 1 read prayers, and preached, with the
greateﬁ: freedom and fervour, to a rmolt attentive and
(in appearance) affe€ted congregation. Wet as the
afternoon has proved, a great number of {trangers
were at Church; and, 1 venly thiniz, the prefence
and power of God was amongit us.—Aft<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>