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ADVERTISEMENT,

F all theReligious Books which have been written
for Children, I knowof none that is commizted
to memory with {fo much defight, as the Divixg
Songs oF Dr. WaTTs; bat obfervation has con-
vinced me, that zany of them are calculated to an-
{fwer much higher purpoles than they ufually efiect:
—for mihnce, Song 11, v, vi, vil, and others, in
which there is not a wer/z, nay fcarcely a line, but
contains a moft important lefion, intended to en-
force fome ¢ffential Doltrine, or P: ecept of Chriftia-
nity, which are too often overlooked, and thofe very
compofitions, which, if properly undcr'{ood WOuId
awaken fentiments of genuine and exal ‘.ed plety,
and at the fame time furnifh words to exprefs
them, do little more with the generality of chil-
dren than amufe by the ealy flow of verfe in
which they are written, and convey fome confufed
ideas of thofe great Truths to which they relate.
This excellent writer has cont:ibuted very largely
to the religious education of Children, and I believe
no one ever had a better judoment 1n refpedt to the
things they fhould be nught, and the methods of
inflructing them; but I hope it will not be deemed
1mpertinent in me to {ay, that he left much to be
done by Parents and Teachers, fince I am ready to
acknowledge, that werc his PI i pundtoally fol-
lowed, my prefent undertaking would be unnecef-
fary. In the Preface to Dr. Watts’s Firft Catechifm,
he earneftly entreats Parents and Tecachers, < to
‘¢ take all due pains to make Children underftand,
‘“ if poflible, every aword and fentence of the Cate-
““ ¢hifm and Prayers before they learnt them &y
‘“ heart, or at lealt while they were learning them,
‘¢ that they might not gabble over mereﬁana’: and
*“ hllables, and pronounce them as Parrots do qith.
““ out meaning, which praQice hath neither rea/on,
¢ nor religion 1n 1t.”~—If théle were the good Doc-
tor’s {entiments in refpet to the firft elementary

Dook, we can fcarcely doubt, but that his pmus
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wifh extended to all his fubfequent Publications
for Children, efpecially thofe which were defigned
as immediate Addrefles to the DexTy.

I flatter mylelf, therefore, thatin this humble
attempt to illuftrate, what is not immediately ob-
vious to young readers, and-arreft their attention,
I am afting 11 unifon with my Author; and fhall rely
on the candour of Dr. Watts’s admirers to impute
my undertaking to the motives which really atu-
ated me to it. I fhall, however, beg leave to offer
a few hints for the manner of ufing this little Book
in Sckools, where I truft it may be adopted as part
of the employment of Sunday,

In refpeét to the children of the Posr, 1 would
recommend that a clafs being colletted together, a
Child thould repeat a Hymn, after which, all of them
fhould read, by alternate periods, the Cammﬂ:t on that
Hymn, and then keep their cooks open at the place
to refer to occafionally ; while the Teacher, firft
naming rhe verfe, which 1s under examination,
afks the Queftions. Every Child who anfwered
the moft difficult queftions reudily, fhould Le com-
mended and rewarded, If time would admit, each
Child in the Clafs thould repeat a Hymn 1 turn ;
and they fhould be encouraged to queftion, at pro-

per feafons, their younger brothers and fifters, or
ichool-fellows.

In {chools of a higher denomination, a different
method may be followed. Inftead of reading the
Comment to their 1'cachers, the Chtldren may be
required to fudy &y themfelves a certain portion of
it, in the courfe of the week, fo as'to be pre-
pared by the following Sunday, to anfwer the
queftions belonging to particular Hymns; which,

I apprehend, will be an ¢a/y, and a plec{/&m tafk to
them, and contribute to cultivate the heart to piety |
and virtue, and expand the underftanding, at the

fame time that 1t exercifes the memory.,
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S O NG 1
CoOMMENT.

Ver. 1.] BY our Heavenly King 1s meant

Gop; Glerious {ignifies wwon-
devful to behold ; Above the Sky means Hea-

- venn s Majefty lignifies power, grandenr, and

- rule over all ereatures: Thele belong to

- oD alone,

If children were taught to think of Gop

only as a moft glorious Being, dwelling 1n

light, thoufands and thoufands of times
brighter than the Sun, without being told
how very kind and good He 1s, they cer-

‘tainly would be afraid to {ay any thing

to Him, or about Him, left they fhould
make Him angty.

Ver., 2.] Gon’s power 13 {o great, that He
can do all things, None but Gop Himfelf
knows all things; therefore no creature can
tell bow great His power is. “

Gop’s grace fignifies His favour or love »
This grace He has thewn to all His people
that bave been ; He now fhews it to all that
are in the world; and He will fbew if to all
that fball be: Therefore it mult be 200 large
forany creature to tell of.

B Satnts
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Seiyts here fignity good pesple, who hav-

mfr ]el‘“ this world are received 1into
]LdVﬁﬂ.

Ver. 7.1 AncgszLs are happy, wile, and
cood {pirits, who live 1n heaven ; they
certainly know a great deal more about Gop
than we can do, who live upon-earth ; but
they can know no more than He chufes to
make known, for whatever Gobp thinks
fit to keep fecrer, He can hide from the
wifeft of His creatures : but the {criptures
inform us, that Angels delight in doing
the will of Gop, as far as they know it,
and 1n [inging praifes to Him.;

Ver. 4. If you fing or repeat hymns
and plalms, with a beart full of love for
Gop, you do in fome meafure as.the

angels do ; you are in their train ; that is,
you join with them, and Gop looks upon
you as their companion-while you are‘doing
fo, though: you-are but-a child ; for the
{criptures: make Known that Goo will not
defpife fuch praifes, as eéven a little éabe-
or mfaﬂt is' capable of offerlncr

Ver. 5] Surely you will, as this Verfe
{ays, r«ybi*ve in-your heart, to prmfc Gop,;.
and if you fo refolve, your zongue will be

ready
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ready to utter thefe praiies.  Tae ferip-
tures tell ws, that angels love to fec us
happy ; 1f fo, 1t muit give them greacjoy
to hear children praiing Gop, becaule
they know, that if thele children continue
ocood they will at lalt be recetved 1nto
heaven, and join with them there,

- QUESTIONS. )
 Ver. 1.] Who s your Heavenly King ?
What 1s the meaning of the word glori-
ous ¢ What s Majefty? 1t you were to fee
Gop m his glorious muyelty, without
knowing how very kind and good he is,
fhould you not be afraid of faying any
thing 20 Him, or about Him ?

Ver.2.] What can Gop do? Who alone
knows all things 2 Who can tell how great
the power of Gop 1s P What is meant by
Gon’s grace? Can any creature tell how
large Gon’s grace is? Whoare meant by
Jants ?

Ver.3.] What are angels 2 Where do
they dwell? What do they delight in?
Where do we read about angels? Shoaid
you like to do as the angels 1n heaven do?
What thould you have in your bears when
you fay or firg hymns or plalms? Who are
- B 2 you
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you companion to when you do fo? Will
Gop difdain your praiies becaufe you can-
not praife him fo well as the angels? Is it
not a very great honour fora hild to be
allowed to join with the holy angels, in
telling -of the elorious majefty of Gop ?

Ver. t.] Do vou reloive 1a your heart
to praife Gop ? What can utter or fpeak
thefe prailes? What beflides your tongue
fhould you praife Gop with? What wll
children be after this life 1s ended, 1f they
grow up good *

Then ] hoPe you will try to live {fuch a
oood life, that whenyou die, you may be
found a fit companion for the anc?rcls In
heaven,

§ ONG IL

COMMENP

THIS Hymn helps you to words in
which you may praife Gop properly for
three things; namely, His Power, His
Wifdom, and His Goodnefs.

 Ver.1.] The wifeft man 1n the world
conld not make {o much as a grain of fand,

or a drop of water. ;
ver.
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Ver. 2.1 Without the fuz and mc_:mz,
there would be no difference betwixt inigat
and day; they anfwer manv ufeful pur-
pofes, and they thew. ﬁmh the wifdom of

Gop.
Ver. 3. By food 15 meant fuch thmf*%

as lmnw creatures eat anc drink.

Ver. 4 and_ 3.} Thefe verfes teach vs to
take notice of Gon’s works, that we mav
be often put 1n mind of His power, wildom
and gocdnefs, and {o learn 1o fem hlm,
and to fove Him.

Ver. 6.1 Though Gob thews forth His

g[m 1015 ¥ a] 2y 1n }Jrzﬂ ei arone, He 18 pre-
fent o ali places. '

Ver. 7] By beams of love, are meant
marks of Gobp’s favour and kindnefs;
thefe He 1s dlways thewing to the anvels '-'1‘1'
heaven, becaufe they never offend riim.

By wrath is meant marks of difplealure,
thefe the wicked {pirits 1n hell abways
have, becauie thcy do all they can to offeiid

GOD

l/er. 8.] Gop 1s a Spiit; He has not
bodily parts as we hdve; but as we can-
not think or {peak of Him asHe 75, He has

b 3 taugng
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taught us 1n the {criptures,.to apply to
Him fuch terms as are ealy for us to un-
derftand. As Gob’s power protelts us,
He has taught us to call it His band. As
His providence watches over us, He has
taught us to call that His eye, and fo on.
By Gobp’s hand then youare here to under-
ftand His power ; by his ¢ye you are to un<
derftand His providence, or watchful care

to give us all things needful and proper
for us,

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1.] Does not the Gop who could
make mountains and feas deferve to be
praifed; to be called the greateft, and
molft wonderful of Beings *

Ver.2.) Don’t you think that the Be-
ing who could make the fun and moon
muft be very wife 2 Should not you, when

you behoifd‘them, be put in mind to praife
Gob for his wifdom ? -

Ver. 7.] What i1s food 2 What would
become of living creatures if there was no
food for them? Who made food? Can
dumb creatures praife Goo? Who fbould
praife Him? Can yox 2 OQught you not then

to do {o? |
Ver,
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Ver. 4 and ¢.] What do- thefe verfes
teach us to take notice of ¢ What fhould
the fight of the fyn and moon lead us 1o
do? Who made all the pimzfs, and ‘fow-
ers, and frees ¢ Are not thefe things very
ufeful to us? Should not-we-/ove Him who
made them ? Who commands the thinder

and lightning, the wind,. and the zain?
Should not {uch a Gop be fearm’ 1 ~

Ver. 6.1 Who made all creatures ? Who
takes care of them? Where muft Gob be
prefent, in order to take care of all cFea-
tures ¢

Ver. 7.1 What are deams of love 2 Wherd
does Gobp fhew conftant marks of his fa-
vour ? Why does He always (hew favour
to the angels? What is here meant by
wrath ¢ 'Y o whom does Gop thew con-
ftant marks of difpleafure? Why does He
do fo ? Whole earth, or world, do we live
in? Whoie air do we breathe? What
fhould we be for thefe bleflings ?

Ver. 8.1 What 1s Gop ? Has He a 4y~
dy, bands, eyes, and fo on? What is here
meant by His band 2 What 1s here meant
by His eye 2 Is 1t not very comfortable to
be under the power and providence of an

ald
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all wife, alinighty, and good Gop? Can it
be expedted that Gop will take” care of
thofe, who “never admire His® works, of
praife him? Then, T hope you will sbink
of Gob, ahlf"jg?‘g?[eﬁl-limﬁ s’ you ought

aa

to do.
O PTUEIIPP IS I IR s— S

S O N G Il
| . COMMENT. S
. Ver. 1.} TO reflore, fignifies. to give
back what has been loit. To fave,
ﬁgni-ﬁesi here, to preferve from everiafiiig
degth. When Gop made . the firlt man
Adam, He gave Him life and bappinefs,
which were to latt as long as he obeyed
Gop’s commandment; but Adam eat of
the forbidden fruit, and by breaking Gen's
commandment, firfeited life and happi-
pefs for his whole race, that'is to fay, all
bumankind,. and. fo brought 7uin vpon
them. Gob, in His great power, wifdon,
and grace, formed 2 plan toreffore to-rhan-
kind what Zidam forfeited, and fave them
from cverlafting deatb. |

{ - ey . )
- Ver. 2.] By eaung the forbidden fruit,
Adam broke the commandment of Gon,
- | 2 and
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and committed fin; and Gop had faid,
that fin ihould be punithed with death.
So Adam not only loft /ife and happinefs
for himfelf, but alfo brought death into
the world, to which his whole race are

{ubject.

Ver. 3.1 This verfe points out in what
manner Gop gracioutly contrived to fave
mankind from everlafling death, and re-
ftore them to /ife and happirefs ; namely,
by fending His Son, to take huinan na-
ture upon Him, and in that nature to gtve

up His life for-them.

Ver. 4.1 When the Sov of Gop came
on earth 1n the humannature, He wascalled
Jesus Curist. The human nature of the
Sonx of Gop did every thing that was
pleafing to Gop, Hebroke no command,
He committed no {in,  and therefore had
a juft clarm to everlafting life and happi-
nefs; but Jesus Curist loved mankind,
and knowing that Gop would accept His
life as a ranfom, or price to purchafe back
again for mankind, what 4dam had loft,
He willingly gave up His life for them,
and fuffered a painful death on the crofs
for their fakes, and when He died, he

fald
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faid, ¢ FATHER, info thy bands [ cormmend
wy fpiril.” |

Ver. ¢.] Gop ot His great mercy, ac-
ceptad the life of Curist as the price of
tie redeiption, or falvation of rmnﬂmd,
and did not leave His foz/) or piris , 1N the
place of the dead. He had S1ven. to H s
beioved Son, pewer to rafc His body to
life again, after he had paid down the
price, or ranfom fermankind ; and Curist
accordingly rofe again from the dead the
third day after He was crucified; and {oon
atter He rofe from the dead, He a/cended, or
went up o heaven, and pleaded [is ine-
rits, that 1s to fay, claimed the reward
for laying down His fpotlefs life willingly
for mankind; this reward was the power
of giving tvu]dﬂlnﬂ“ life to thole #rau/-
grefiers, or finners, who were partakers of
Auam. {in und punithment, that is to
fav, all mwenkind, for at the end of the
world, 1t will be found, that a/l have

finned.

Ver. 6. Asa farther reward to Curist,
He was rafed o the rign? banid of Govb,
that 1s to {ay, #he place afz‘ﬂe an/‘faﬁ benonr
in heaven; and He has power to fave
whoinfoever He will; and He has promifed

Q-
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to fave all that delie=e and traff In Fim as 2
Saviour, and try to follow the pattern of
his holy lite, {o that Safan, or the Devil,
cannot make them Abis floves, as thole are
who delight to do his woik, that 1s to fay,

all manner of fin and wickedne/s.

Ver.7 and 8. | Our Lorp Jesus CHRIST
promifes 11 the Scriptures, that He will
come again from heaven, at the end of the
world, to raife the dead, and take His
faichful fervants with Him to heaven, that
they may enjgy the everlalting life and hap-
pinels, whicah He purchafed {or them; and
has alfo- threatened to condeimn the wicked
to everlafting torments wicth Satan, to
whom they made themfelves foves. The

blef affembly means, the angels and faints
in heaven.

QUEsTIONS,

What does the word rgflore fignify 2
What is here meant by the word fave 2
What did Gow give to Adam? How long
were: this-life and happinefs:te continue ?
How did Adam forfert them ¥ Whe did-
gé;uiﬁ?“ Who dare called the race of A<

"; ? S SR ‘ N

- -t
" - ra J w r v ! -
[ ]
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- -



[ 12 ]

Ver. 2.1 What did Adam commit when
he eat the forbidden fruir 2 What was to
be the panifoment of fin ¢ What did Adam
bring upon himfclt and all mankind :

Ver. 3.1 Did Gob refolve to jfave man-
kind 2 What nature was the Son of Gop to
take upon Him, 1n order ro do this? What
was He to give #p for mankind °

Ver. 4] When the Sov of Gop was on
earth in the suman nature, by what name
was He called? What commandment of
Gob did Curist break ? Did He commit
fin? Did He deferve the pupifbment of
death? What reward had He a title to, for
His juf? life 2 Did He claim this reward for
Himfelf ? What did He refolve to do for
mankind ? Did He £nsw that Gop would
accept His life as a ranfom, or prices
What did He purchafe for mankind at the
price of His life? What did Carist fay
when He died ? - ~

Ver. 5.1 Did Gob accept the life of
Curist as a ranfom for mankind? Did
Gob leave His foul, or fpirit, in the place
of the.dead ? Whatpower had the-Son of
Gopo ? Did Cuxrist rife from the dead?
To.what place did He go foon after? Wha;

did.
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did Heplead there? What is meant by plead-

ing His merits ¢ What reward was CHRIST
to have for laying down His life willingly
for mankind ¢ Who are meant by ¢ fran/-
greffors doomed to die?” Are the whole race
of mankind fimmers? Then they 2// ftand
in need of a Saviour, do they not?

Ver. 6.7 Where was Curist raifed to
in heaven? What has He power todo? .
Who has He promifed to fave ? What will
He fave them from being ¢ Who are flaves
to Satan? What is the Devil's work?
Which is beft, think you, to follew the ex«
ample- of CHRIST, and have Him for our
LoRrD, or to de flaves to Satan 2

Ver. 7 and 8.7 Will CurisT ever come
again from heaven? #her will He come?
What will He come for? Who will He
take to heaven with him ? What will they
enjoy there? To what will He condemn
the wicked 2 Who will refoice to {ee their
keavenly Fudge? Who will be terrified at,
{ecing Him ? Which had you beft be then,
good or wicked? Don’t you think thag
when you get to heaven, you fhall be
ready to praife Gop for contriving {uch a
way to {ave mankind, and to thank your
AVIOUR for paying down the price, or

C ranfom,
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ranfom, for them? Should not you be

thankful while you remain in this world ?
What affembly will you join with in hea-

ven ?

> O N G 1V,

CoMMENT.

THIS Hymn teaches children to con-
fider the particular mercies beftowed up-
on themfelves, and to be thankful for them.
We can make no return to]lGop for allHis

coodnefs to us, but thanks.

QuEeEsTIONS,

What does this Hymn teach children.
to confider,- and to be thankful for?
Dor’t you think 1t 1s right to call to mind
Gop’s mercies, and to be thankful for
them ? What is the only retarn we can
make to Gop for His goodnefs ? .

Ver. 2.1 Do you think that you deferve
what Gob has given you ? Is it not a fad
thing to want foed 2 Who gives it to all
creatures ? Should not thofe who Aave i1t
be very thankful to Gop? If any one is
in want of food, to whom fhould they

ey
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pray for it? Remember, that Gob feldom
. kceps quite without food, any but theid/s
and the wicked.—1Is 1t not better to work
! and lead &« good life, than to go begging
. from door to door ¢

Ver. 3and 4.] Is it not very comfort-
able to have clothes to wear, a boufe 1o live
in, and a bed to fleep uponn ¢ Vv hat relurs
thould we make to Gob for thefe bicl-
fings?

~ Ver. ¢.] Could children find out of
themfelves what is wicked? Could they
- find out how to do the will of Gop ¢ Is it

- not a fad thing to learn to fwear, and /ze,
and ffeal 2 Should not thofe children, who
“have.good friends to teach them, bc very
thankful to Gop for thefe bleflings, as
well as for all the other proofs of Hi

- goodnefs which He gives them from day
today?

P Tl et TV

Ll o - 1 ]
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S ON G V.

CoMMENT.

Ver. 1.] WE receive many bleflings
from Gop before we can know any thing

about Him; fince this is the cafe, fufely

C 2 all
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all good children will praife Gop as foon
as they are able. If they cannot do 1t well
at firff, they will learn in time to do it
better.

Ver. 2.] Every creature 1s placed 1n 1ts
ftation on earth by Gobp ; the country.in
which He has placed us, 1s called Great-
Britain, therefore we are {aid to be born
on Britifh ground. By flrecits of beavenly
mercy, are meant the knowledge of thofe
bleflings which Crrist has purchafed for
mankind. By words of fweet [alvation,
are meant, the promifes of being faved,
which are to be found in the New T¢ffa-
ment.

Ver. 3.1 Our native land, is that m
which we were born. Peru1s the country
from which gold is fetched. Great riches
are alfo brought from the Eaft and Weft
Indies. 'The nobler prize which we have
in Great-Britain, is the Gofpel, or the book
which contains the good news of falva-
pon.

Ver. 4.] There are ftill many countries
in the world in which the Gofpel is.not
known. . The people who live there, are

1B
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in tgnorance, 1n,refpect to what will be-
come of them after death.

Ver. ¢} Without the promifes of Gop
we could haw, had no hopes of falvati~
on; thefe promifes kindle, or begin, our
hopes and defires of everlafting life and
happinels : and the threatnings in the New
Teftament, warn us not to do what will
bring everlafting mifery upon us.

Ver. 6.1 Gop has marked our way to
beaven, by teaching us 1n the chpe/ what
we mult do to be faved trom everlafting
death! The road to death, 1s a wicked
courfe of lzfe Ta wafie Gop’s bleflings,
1s not to make a proper ufe of them.

QUESTIONS.

 Ver. 1.} Can very little babies praife
Gop ? Does not Gop do a gieat deal for
little babies, m giving them fathers and
mothers, food and raiment, and {o on?
What fhould good children do then, as
foon as they are able?

Ver. 2.} By whom are people placed
in different countries? What 1s that
country called in which we are placed?

What is meant by freains of mercy 2 What
C 3 are
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are words -of falvation ? 'Where are thefe
promifes to be found ? |

Ver. 3.] What is meant by wuative
Jand 2 'What comes from Peruz, and the
Eaft and Weft Indies 2 What wobler prize
have we in Great-Britain 2 What do you
mean by the Gofpe/? Which 'is .of moft
value think you, gold and ricbes, or ever-

Jafting life and bappinefs ¢

Ver. 4.] Should you hike to be ignorant
as the people in fome countriesare? Do
you not pity them ? Are you gl/ad to know
that there isa beaven and a bell ¢

Ver. 5.1 What give hopes of falvation?
What wers us from doing thofe things
- that will bring everlafting punifhment up-
on us !

Wer. 6.1 How has Gop marked out our
way to beaven 2 What 1s the road, or way,
to everlafting death? What 1s meant by
wafting Gob’s bleffings ¢ How can we em-
ploy our éreath in praifing Gop ? I hope
then you will praife Gop for all his good-
nefs to you, and try to make a proper ufe

of his bleflings.

SONG
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S O NG VI

COMMENT,

Ver. 1.] TO be born of chriftian race
fignifies, having chriftian friends and re.
lations.  Heathens are thofe who worfhip
falfe gods ; thefe were formerly called Gen-
tiles alfo. Fews, are thole who were once
the chofen people of Gow, but who were
caff off by Him for crucifying Crrist;
and are ftill under the difpleafure of Gob,
for refufing to own CHRIsT as thelr Sa-
viouR and LoRD.

Ver. 2.] Some of the kings who reigned
over the Yewifb nation, while they were in
favour with Gop, were very pious and
good ; thefe would gladly have received
Curist as their Lorp, and would have
rejoiced to hear of everlafting life, parti-
cularly king David; and fo would thofe
holy men, called Propbets, whem Gop
taught to foretell things to come, and to
make known his mind to mankind.

Ver. 3 and 4.] As the beathens, inftead
of worthipping the Goo of beaven and
earth, who had made himielf known o
them, fet vp idols or falfe gods, made oé

WO0
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wood and ftone, and other things, and
worfhipped - ¢hem ; Gop'left them for a
while to follow their own wicked 1magi-
nations ; but the Scriptures inform, that
of His great mercy, He will .in. his. own
oood time, make the Go/pe/ known, and
invite them to partake of the b]e{ﬁngs
which CHrist  has purchaled, Many
heathen nations .have been already con-
verted, .or perfuaded to lecome CHRIs-

TIaNs ; and they received the good news
of falvation with great Joy and. thank ful-
nefs ;. but.{fome (i1l remain in ignorance.

The people of Great-Britain were once
heathens, but are faid to have been con-
verted by the Apoftle Pau/,

QUESTIONS,

Ver. 1.] What 1s meant by bfzﬁg Zwm

of Chrifticn race 2--Who are hbeathens ?
What elfe were heathens ealled in Scrip-

tures ¢ What were the Jews once ? Why
did Gop caft' them offt Why are they
ftill under the difpleafure of Gop? Who
will feel the moit comfortable, think you,
when our SAvIOuR comes again, Heathens
and Jews, or Chrifiians 2 Which had you
rather be f Lo whole grace, or favour, de

you
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you owe your being born of Chriftias
race? What fhould you be for {uch a
ercy ?

Ver., 2.] Should not we receive with
thankfulnefs, what even Kings and Pro-
pbets would have been glad to have
known?

Ver. 3 and 4.] Did the heathens once
fnoww Goo ! What did they fetup? What
did Gop do then? Will he ever make
the Gofpel known to them? Have any
hieathen nations been convarted ¢ What 1s
meant by bleing converted? Were they
glad to hear the good wews of falvation 2
What were the people of Britain tormer-
ly ? Whoe is faid to have converted them ?
What fhould we be to Gob, for his hav-
ing made known the Ggfpel here? Sup-
pole we do not /ive as Chriftians ought to.
do, fhall we not be worfe than the prefent
race of Fews, and Heathens, who do not
tiow what we have been taughe 2

SONG
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COMMENT.

Ver. 1.] THE Book of Gob 1s the Bi-
ble and Teffament. It is called Gop's
Book, becaufe 1t contains all that He has
beén pleafed to reveal, or make known to
mankind.

Ver. 2.] Before the ufe of the loadffone
was known, men had no compaffes, {o
when thev went to fea in thips, they were
obliged to take particular notice of the
fars, in order to know when they were
on the pathlefs ocean, whether they bore
away. to the Liaft, the Weft, the North,
or the South ; {o that the ttars have given
much infirudion. But the Word of Gop
points out the way to a much better coun-
try than thips can fail to.

- Ver. 7.] Gop not only made food at
firft, but caufed it to increafe from year
toyear. Mankind, indeed, fow and plont
corn and other things, and try to Keep
them from weeds; but 1t 15 Gop algpe
who caufes them to grow, and multiply,
10 a2 moft wonderful manner; and then

allows
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allows men to reap the fruits as a reward
for their labour. This 1s a great mercy,
for without freth fupplies of {ood, we
{hould foon die. But we have jouls, as
well as dodies, and they {tand in need of
fomething to #mourifo them. No food
that we zaf can keep the foul alive; but
in the Gofpel, Gop gives us the krowledge

of [alvaiion, which 1 may be called the feed
cyf everlafting life; if we try to make this
good feed grow, by diligently improving
in goodnefs, and endeavour to keep our
minds free from wicked thoughts, words,
and works, which may be called the'dweeds
of the foul, Gop will, at the end of the
world, caufe the good feed of bis word to
oring forth to us /ife and glory, which
may, be called the fruits of bis word.

Ver. 4, line 1.] None of the treafures of
this life, fuch as jewels, gold, filver, fine
cleaths, and fo on, will ‘laft for ever;
we broucht none of them with us, and'tt
IS VEry certain we can carry none of them
out of the world., But there is a tieafure
kept for us in heaven, which nothing can
/poil, and. no one can fake away, from

thofe who thall -obtain it: this treafure 1s
. bidden
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bidden from thofe who do not ftudy the
word of Gop, but there 1t 1s made known,

Ver. 4, line 2.] Nothing 1s fo comfort-
able as to know, that #here is a life of ever.
laffing bappinefs; the thoughts of this,
will enable us to bear the pains and for-
rows of this thort life with patience, and
even fupport us in the bour of death, if
we have lived, as Gop’s word direlts us
to do.

Ver. 4, line 3.1 There is a great defire
in the foul after everlafting life and hap-
pinefs. The word of Gob alone promifes
thefe things, therefore, #ha# alone can fae
tisfy the defire of the foul,

Ver. 4, line 4.1 No finner can reftore bim.
Jelf to the favour of an offended Gob ; nei~
ther could anyone have found out, by
his own underftanding, that he might
be reffored, and pardoned ; but the word of
Gob gives_fure hopes of pardon and happi-
nefs, to thofe finners who repent, and be-
Jieve in CHRIST.

~ Ver. 5.] Without Gob’s belp, we can-
not underftand his /aw, or plan, for faving
mankind ; but in the Gofpel, He promifes
to géve help by His Howy SreiriT, to lill
1 whe
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who are bumole minded, it they will pray
for it; and, by the help of the Hory
Spir1T, which enables us to underitand
what Gop has commanded, and what He
has forbidden, we fez our own faults; and
the Gofpel gives us bopes of pardon for them.

Ver. 6.} If Carist had not died to fave
us, we fhould all of us have been in dan-
ger of everlafting mifery ; but Gop was too
kind to leave us 1n {uch a ftate without o
remedy; we now may be {aved, if we will;
the account of what has been done for our
falvation, may very properly be called
beavenly wonders ! |

Ver.7.} Tomeditate fignifies, to think
.fcrlouﬂ_y of what we have beard or read.

QuEsTIions.

Ver. I] What book is called the Book
of Goo ! Why is it called fo ?

Ver. 2.] What did men, who went to
{ea in thips, fleer by, before the loadfone
was known ? What country does the #ord
of Gob dirett us to? Shall we get to bes-
ver at lalt, if we take the way the Scrip-
tures point out? What is that way?

D Which
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Which have given the beff inflruition
then, the Stars, orthe Word of Gobp ?

Ver. 3.] Who made food at firlt?
What muft men do every year in order
to get frefh fupplies of food? Would
corn and other things grow or increale,
if men took no pains about the ground?
Can men, with all their pains, make
the feed they fow, grow, and increafe,
whether Gop pleafes or not ¢ Who makes
it increafe? What would become of us
if Gop did not do fo? Have we any thing
belides Jodies? Does the foul eat and
arink ? Do you wzfb your foul to live for
ever ¢ Has Gop appointed a way by which
the {foul may have everlafting life 2 What
may be called the feed of everiafiing life ¢
- What may be called the weeds of the foul?
How may we keep thefe weeds from
growing? What fruits will Gop caule
the knowledge of his word to bring forth
to us, if we diligently ftrive to keep from
wicked thoughts, words, and works?
“When will Gop give us eveilafting life
and glory? Then /ife and glory are as
much Goo’s gifts, as the food we cat.

Ver. 4, line1.] Can you tell what the éres-
Jures are, that are kept in heaven for good
people ¢
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reople 7 How do we learn that there are
fuch treafures? Whoare taey bidden from ¢
Which had you rather have, the treafures
of this life, or thole of the newt ¢

Ver. 4, line 2.} In times of pain and {or-
row, or in the hour of death, will go/d,
filvery or fine clothes, comiort you? Can
the hope of everlofiing life give comfort?
Where does your é¢ft comfort lie then !

Ver. 4, line 3.1 Should you like the
thought, that when you die, there will be
an end of you 2 Don’t you wifs to live and
be bappy for ever 2 What can Jfatisfy this
defire ?

Ver. 4, line 4. What1s your beff bope?
Where does it arife from ?

Ver. 5.1 What muft you have to enable
you to underfland what Gop has done for
mankind, and what he requires of them ?
To whom will Goo give help by his Ho-
Ly SeiriT ! What does the HoLy SpirIT
enable us to underftand ? What thall we
Jee when we underftand what Gop has
commanded, and what He has forbidden?
What gives us hopes of pairdon ? Should
not we then pray to Gobp to help us with
his Holy Spirit to fearch our hearts?
How do you draw hopes of pardon from

D 2 the
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the Gofpelé From the promif’es of éom,
through CHRisT, do you not ¢

Ver. 6.1 1t CarisT had not died to fave
us, what fhould we all as finners have
been in danger of ! Has Gob /¢ft man-
kind in fuch a ftate without a remedy?
May we be faved if we wi//? What may
the account of what has been done to fave
us, be called?

Ver.n.] What »s the meaning of th
word meditate 2 Don’t you think, that the
wonderful things made known 1n the Bi-
ble, are worth meditating upon? Molt
certainly they are, and the more you me-
ditate upon them, the more you will loye
your BIBLE. - |

SONG VIIL
CoMMENTT,

Ver. 1 and 2.] SOME children are fuf-
fered to read foolifh nonfenfical books,
inftead of the Scriptures, and fo continue
thoughtlefs of the danger of leading a
wicked life.

Ver. 3.1 By doing nothing well, 1s meant
nothing “to deferve Gop’s favoar, and
| ever=
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everlafting bappinefs. Fleeingto Carist, fig-
nifies, refolving tobe a good chriftian, and
beoging of Goo to Jave us for CHRIST's:
Jake, as we cannot be {o good as to deferve
to be faved for our own inerits,

Ver. 4.\ Holy perfons are taofe to whom
Gob gives the help of his Hory Seirir.
Good chriflians are efteemed Aoly on ac-
count of their belonging to Jesus CurisT,
the So~x of Gop, and becaufe the Hovry
SPIRIT 1S given to them.

Ver. 5.| Our great concern, means our
Jalvation from everlafting death. "To pui-
chafe this, CHRIST’s blood was (hed,

Ver. 6.] Our Lorp was filled with
the HoLy SririT while on earth, and
he has power to give 1t to whomic-
ever he pleales. Before Fie lefe the
world, he promifed to {fend 1t 1o His
Difeiples,which He did 1n a moft wender-
ful manner, as vou may read in the Acts
of the Apoftles, Chap, 1I. and He-thll
continues to {end it on ail who are fenfitle
of the want of it, and pray for it 'The
otfice of the HoLy Seirit, 15 to open the
miind to underfland all that is neceffary o be
known by us; to firengthen us 19 do the will

D 3 of
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of Gov; and to comfort us in all affliions
with the bape of Gob’smercy thro’ CHRIST,
and ¢verlafting bappine/s.

Ver.7.1 All who have humble minds,
will feel their own infufficiency, and will
carneftly pray for the help of the Hovy

SPIRIT.

Ver. 8.1 And all who wnderfand the
gLlorious truths which the Scriptures make
known, will furely praife the LorD for His
goodnefs, 1n giving them the opportunity
of learning to read it, and grace to im-
prove by 1t.

Q_UEQT_IONS.

Ver. 1 and 2.] From whom do all blef-
fings come? Then.you are indebted 'to
Gop for the good Friends who taught you
to read, are you not? Have not you great
pleafure 1n reading the Bible and Tefla-
ment ? From what book do we learn the
danger of leading a wicked life ¢ W here do
“we learn that our nature 15 weak, and that

a life of fin 1s a life of flavery?

Ver. 3.1 Can {uch poor, weak, finful
créatures as we are, do any thing to deferve

the

&y
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the favour of Gob, and everlafting Happi-
nefs? For .whole fake will Gop beltow
thefe bleflings? To whom fhould we flee
to be faved ¢ What i1s meant by fleerng to
CuristT? Why fhould we flee to CaRIsT!

Cannot we be good enough to be faved
without Him ¢

Ver.4.] Who are Holy Perfons? Are
good Chriftians Holy 2+ Why are they
efteemed Holy ? What makes them Holy ¢

Ver. 5.1 What is our great concern @
What was our fzlvation purchafed with?

Ver. 6.] Has our LorD power to give the
Hory Seirit to whomfoever He pleafes ¢
Did He promife to fend 1t? To whom did
He firft fend 1t? Who does He fend it to
now! What is the office of the Hory:
Seir1T? What does it enable us to under-

fland 2 What does it firengthen us to do 2

What. comfort does it give in time of af-
fliction ?

Ver. 7.1 What will thofe who have
humble minds pray for ?

Ver. 3.] What will thofe who undes-
{tand the Scripwures praife Gop for?

SON G
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S O N G IX.:
CoMMENT.

Ver.1.] By Gobp’s piercing eye you are
to underftand his knowledge of all things.

Ver. 2.1 By Gop’s writing in ¢ Book
vou are to underltand no more than that
He uever forgets; He remembers every
thing that 1s done by a// creatures trom the
beginning of the world to the end of ir,
as well as 1f 1t was written down ¢ This
is very wonderful, but we thall find ic
true at the lalt day, when we rife to be
judged.

Ver. 3.]. When CuRrisT comes again to
judge the World, He will be attended by

the Holy Angels, and all mankind will
fland before him.

- Ver. 4] Welearn from Scripture, that
if we take thame to ourfelves here, and
earneftly repent of our fins, reflolving to
lead a new life, Gop will 4/ot ous our flins,
that 1s to fay, pardon them before e die,
for CHRIST'S fake, and then we fhall not

be put to fhame for them, before men and
angels.,

1 ver,
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Ver. 5.] By our Redeemer 1s meant
Jesus Curist. As we can do nothing of
ourfelves to take away the guiltof our {in,
wemult plead the wmerits of our Saviokr
when we beg for pardon.

Ver.6.] If we refle¢t properly on the
oreat fhame and danger of living 1n 3
courfe of fin, we fhall "be afraid vo indulge
or eive way to any f{inful thoughts.

QUESTIONS,

Ver.1.] What is meant by Gob’s piercing
eve? Do you believe that Gop {ees you
by night as well as by day ? What thould
this belief make you afiraid to do? What
fhould it make you afraid 20 fay ¢

Ver. 2.] Do youthink that Gep writes
2hings in ¢ Book® Whit does Hedo? When,
fhall we know that He remembers all that
‘we do and fay?

Ver, 3.1 Who will attend Curist when
He comes to judge the world 2 Who will
ftand before Him? When you have done
any bad ation, are you not afbamed to
bave it known? What fhall you be then,

when your fins are expofed before the
Holy
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Holy Angels wbo never offead God?
How fthall you like to have your crimes

made known before millions and mitlions
of your fellow crearures?

Ver. 4.1 What muft we do, in order to
keep from being put to thame at the great
judgment day ! What is meant by Gop’s
blotting out our fins? What fhould we pray
Jor then?

Ver. 5.1 Who 18 our Redeemer? Can
we undo the fins we have committed ?
Can we take away our own guilt? Are
ouilty finful creatures fit to come before
a Holy Gop? Can we think that fuch a
Gobp will overlook fin, fo as not to care
whether we are finners or no? When we
we pray for pardon, thould we think that
we deferve to be forgiven? Whole merils
fhould we plead then, our own, or our
Redeemer’s ¢

. Ver, 6.] What i1s meant by ndulging
finful thoughts? Will thofe who think of
the fbame they are likely to bring on them-
felves, give way to [inful thoughts?

SONG
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S O N G X
COMMENT. '

Ve 3.1 Rich Grace, fignifies very great
favour. By leeking the face of Gop, 1s
meant, turning from wickednels, and beg-
ging for favour and forgivenels.

Ver. 4.} Would people but ufe them-
felves to think of the uncertainty of life,
it would lead them to repent, left they
fhould be cut off in the midft of their tins,

Ver. 5.1 By improving our hours, 1is
meant, - learning our duty. By the day of
grace, 1s meant, the ume in which Gop

will fnew mercy ; thatistofay, the prefent
life.

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1.] Do you truly and fincerely
believe that there is fuch a Gob as this
hymn defcribes ? Are you afraid of offend-

ing Him? Do you take delight in praif-
lncr Him?

Ver. 2.] Where is Gop’s law written ?

What does i1t teach us? Should we fubmit,
and
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and try 20 keep Gop’s Commandments?
Why fo?

Ver. 7.] What i1s meant by r1ch grace?
What is meant by feeking Gobp’s face?

Ver. 4.] Is i1t certain that every one
who comes into the world mult die ¢ Does
any one know the time of their death 2 Do
any youths die?! Do any children die!
Should not children and youths then live

prepared for death? Who are prepared
for death ¢

Ver. 5. What is meant by #mproving
our bours ¢ What 1s meant by the day .of
grace? Canany one repent and amend their
{ives in the grave ? Is there any promife
in Scripture of pardon to the dead?
When fhould we repent and amend then?

W;

SONG XL
COMMENT.

Ver. 1.] BY holy children, are meant
thofe who believe in ‘their :Saviour, and

try to .do the will of their HEAVENLY
FaTHER,

Ve
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Ver. 2.1 It is trom the Scriptures alone
we learn that there 1s a2 Heaven and a

Hell.

Ver. 3.1 Though all are finaers, Gop
does not defrre that any fhould go to Hell,
He had rather they fhould repent and be
forgiven; and to fhew that He does not
with them to go to this place of torment;
Gop fent his SoN, - our LoORD Jnsus
CHRIST, to fave us, fo that whoever goes
to Hell, will have ‘no one to blame but
themfelves.

Ver, 4.]. Eternal death, means He// tor-
ments. 'This verfe points out the way to
keep ourfelvesfrom eternal death.

_(i-pﬁs'r'rows.

Ver. 1.} Who are meant by boly chil-
dren? How do we know that there is 2
Heaven? TIs 1t not very comfortable to
know that there is fuch a charming place
as Heaven ? What children may hope to
go thither? When will they go? How
long will the joys of Heaven laft

Ver. 2.] How do we know that there.is

& Hell2 Don’t you think it muft be a very
dreadful place ¢ Who arein it ? Who will
X be
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be fent to 1t ? Howtlong will the wicked
remain in Hell?

Ver. 3.1 Who are mn danger of Hell?
Does Gop wifh any one to go thither?
How has He fhewn that He does not:
How may you hope to elcape the torments

of Hell 2

Ver. 4.] What 1s meant by eternal
death? What muft-we do in order to keep
us from eternal death ?

S O N G XIL

| - CoMMENT., .
Ver. 1.1 BY the finner’s path, and the
road that leads to Hell, 1s meant wicked-
nefs. Children who receive inftruétion well,
generally grow up good, and goodnefs is

the road to Heaven. ' .

Ver. 2.] To devote our youth to Gop,
is to try to ferve him in our younger vears,
by doing what he requires of young people,

- that 1s to fay, to pray to him, to honour
our SAVIOUR, to be meck and teachable,

obedient $o parents, and to do unto others
as we would have others do unto us.

Ver.
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Ver. 4.1 Young perfons are expoled to
many dangers and temptations, and there-
fore have great need of Gob’s grace, that
is to {ay, the help of bis Houy SeiniT to
keep them in the right way. This grace
is promifed to Zufants when they are made
children of Gob at their baptifim, that s,
when they are chriftened ; and they may
be fure of having it eontinued to them,
throughout life, if they will pray for it
and try to pleafe Gop. By wvirtue 1s meant,
a fincere defire and endeavour to be good,

Ver. 1] To refign your childbood to
Gop fignifies, to give your mind to do-
ing Gob’s will, while you are children,
It will give you great pleafure when you
are raifed from the dead, and are going
to appear before your Saviouwr, to look
back upon your paft life, and think, that
you have been Gob’s child, ever fince you
were. born.

Ver. 6.] Prayer and praife are very de-
lightful to thefe who Jove Gop. Such
perfons are prepared to live in this world
under his favour, or to go to Heaven
whenever it fhall pleafe Gop to take them
out of this world.

E 2 QUES-
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QUESTIONS,
Ver. 1.] What 1s meant by the fintners
. path, and the road that leads to Hell?
What 1s the path to Heaven? Who 1s the

happieft think you, a child that recesves
infiruction well, or one who flights it 2

Ver. 2.] What1s meant by devoting ysur
youth to Gob ? Then young people have dus
ties as well as others ? Is Gop pleafed ‘with
young perfons who do their duty ¢
~ Ver. 3.1 Don’t you think it is egfier to

learn good habits, than to leave off bgd ones?
Are hardened f{inners in danger 0? lofing

any thing ¢ \

Ver. 4.) What will /ave young perfons
from many fiares? What 1s promifed to
children at their baptifm? What is vir-
tue ¢ What will make viriue firong ?

Ver. 5.1 What 1s refigning your child-
bood to Gop? Will 1t give youw any plea-
fure at the lalt day to look back upon a
good life?

Ver. 6.1T0 whom are prayer and praife
- a_fweet or pleafant work ? Can you begin

1t too foon? Who are the beft prepared
to
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to die? thofe who praife Gop, or thele
who do ot ¢

S O N G Xl

CoMMENT.

Ver. 1.1 THE life of man, woman,

and ¢hild, i1s as uncertain as that of the
tendereft flowwer that blows.

Ver. 2. A rebellions beart {ignifies, one
that had rather follow 1ts own wicked in-

clinations than {fubmit to Gobp’s will.

Gop calis. finners many ways.  He calls
them by making known in the Scriptures,

that there will be a da 2y of judgement, that
there 15 a Heaven and a Hell. He calls
themn alfo, by fending His HoLy Spirit
mto their hearts, to raife a defire of obtain-
ing everlafting life. Hecalls themlikewile,

by gIving them minifters to infirud: them
in their dutv, and perfuade them to prac-
tife 1. In thort, whatever waris us ¢
keep from 0ﬁndi;zg Gop, or admauifbes us

t0 try to pleafe him, may be Conﬁderc.d Qs
4 call from Heaven,

E 3 Ver.



[ 42 ]

Fer. 3.} By the Lorp’s growing wroth,
we are to underftand that He will punifh
us as {everely as if He felt the greateft
anger towards us. By His fwearing, we .
are to underftand, His paffing a fentence
upon us, which He will never alter; in
which cale, we cannot expett that He
will take us 1nto favour, be our forrow ever
fo great. This wrath will certainly fall
upon thofe who go on to the end of life
in a courle of bardened wickednefs ; after
death, Gob’s final fentence of condemnation

- will fall upon them, in Ipite of all their
groans and Zears.

Ver. 4.) By the burning of Gob’s anger,
we may underftand the dreadful judements
He [ends forth on wicked nations, fuch as fa-
mines, earthquakes, pefilence, &c. If good
people are taken away by thefe judg-
ments, Gop turns them into blefings to
them, by taking them to a better world;
but hardened finncrs, on whofeaccount they
are {ent, will find their cafe very different.

By Gobo’s rod is meant, his Almighly
power to punifb finners.

Ver. 5.] As Gob Zates fin, and has fuch

power to punifh, it certainly is dangerous
t0 provore Him, ‘

Vet
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Ver. 6.] Though it is dangerous to pro-
voke Gop, by living in a courfe of hardened
fin, He 1s ever ready to pardonfor Curist’s

¥2ke, thofe who repent 5 but noone can be
fure that his life will be {pared, therefore,
it 15 the fafeft way, by far, to make the
moft of the prefent time.

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1.] Don’t you think 1t is very
foolith to drive off the thouglns of Hes-
ven and Death 2 Do you think 1t is right
for young people to fay, It will be time
enough for me to think of thefe things when

I am older 2 Can any one tell, that they
fhall live even another bour ?

Ver. 2.1 What 1s meant by a redellious
beart 2 Does Gob call, or invite finners to
repentance ¢ Don’t you think it will of-
fend Gob if you flight thefe calls ¢ What
are thofe who do fo, in danger of being

hardened in? What are they 1n danger
of lofing ? |

Ver. 3.1 What 1s meant by Gop’s grow-
ing wroth 2 Muft it not be very dreadful
to have a fentence paflfed which can ne-
ver be altered ? At what time will {uch
a fentence be pafled on the wicked ? .

€/



[44]

Ver. 4. What is meant by Gob’s bury-
ing anger ? 1f good people die whilft Gop’s
judgments are in the.earth, what does Gop
turn the judgments into, in refpet tq
them? What will be the fate of the wick-

ed ? What is meant by Gop’s 7od 2

Ver. 5.] Is 1t dangerous to offend Gon?
Should not every one therefore ftrive to

pleafe Him?

Ver. 6.} Is Gop ready to fhew merey to
thofe thar fee# it, as long as they live ? Can
any one tell, that his life will be {pared?

What fhould finners -make bafte to de
then ?

S O N G XIV.

COMMENT.
Ver. 1.] ALL the hiftories in the Bible

and Teflament, were written by Gob’s
command, either as patterns, or Wark-
ings, to thefe who wilh to pleale Gob.
Ver. 2.] The. pattern fet by our Lorp
Jesus Curist is the moft perfes of all.
He came as a ¢hild, that Hc might fet a

pattern to children, in the firfl place.
Y | | ver.
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Ver. 3.] As our LorD grew up, he fet
a pattern to youth, children and Youth,
therefore, fhould ftudy his example mn
order to know how to do their duty, fo
as to pleafe Gopn. This verfe relates to
‘our LorD’s talking with the Jewifh Doc-
tors, (as you may read in the {econd chap.
of St. Luke’s Gofpel) on which occafion,
as He was the Son or Gop, He fhewed
that He had a great deal more wif{dom than
His mother could poflibly have, yet He fub-
mitted to her commands, Childrenwho have
the advantage of a better education than
their parents, fhould remember this, and
not treat them with contempt and deri-
fion, in return for the advantages they
have procured them, as too many in thefe
day do.

Ver. 4.] This verle relates to our
Lorp’s going into the Temple at Jerufa-
lem, as you may read in St. Matthew’s
Gofpel, ch. xxi. ver, 15, 16. The chil-
dren on this occafion fhewed honour to their
Savieur, and He was pleafed with their
bofannas or praifes.

Ver. 5. Samuel was a famous Prophet,
and you may read his hiftory in the books
which go by his name in the Bible ; Sa-

muel
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wnel was very good himfelf, and tried to
make others fo. His mother brought
him to the Temple when he was no more
than three or four years oid. 1 Sam.
ch. 1,

Timothy was a difciple or {cholar of the
Apoltle Paul, by whom he was tanght to
be .a Chriftian ; but Timothy had a good
mother, and gramdmother, who had n his
childhood made him acquainted with as
mueh of the Scriptures as were then writ-
ten, and he was the better Chriftian for
knowing the hiftory of Samuel and others,
2 Tim., 11 ver. 14, 15-

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1.] By whofe command were the
hiftories in the Bible written? What were
they written for ¢

Ver. 2.1 Who {et the moft perfel? pat-
tern of all? Why did our Lorp come
firft as a Child? How did He do in refpect

to His HeavenrLy FaTHER !

Ver. 3.1 How did He behave in refpect
to the Zirgin Mary His Mother 2 Should
children try tofollow His. blefled example ¢

Sheuld not they {ubmit to their parents?
Should

o
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Should they defpife them for not having
had fo good an education as themfielves : E
Who pass for the educatien which chil-
dren receive ? How came Jesus to have
more wifdom than other children ?

Ver. 4] It CarisT was pleafed with the
children that did honour to him at ¥eru-
[felein, fhould not other children take pat-
tern by them, and join with the reft of the
people, when they meet together to ‘do
honour to their Saviour ? Where do peo-
ple meet-to do honour to Him

¢.] Who was Samuel 2 How foon did
he becrm to ferve the Lorp ? Who fhould
take example by him ?- Who was Timo-
thy? What did St. Paul téach him? Had
he learnt any thing before? Who taught
him? Could he have learnt {o well if he had
not taken pains to learn? Should not all
children’ who have good friends to teach
them, do the fame? Then I hope thofe
who enjoy this happy advantage, will con-
fider "the value of it, ‘and improve from
day to: day

o, SONG



[ 48 ]

S O N G XV,

COMMENT.

Ver.1.] By wifdom’s way is meant, the
way of religion and goodnefs.

Ver. 3 and 4.] Thefe verfes refer to
the 3d chap. of the Acts of the Apoftles;
whoever reads that, will furely be afraid

to fpeak falfely.

Ver. 8 and 6. 1t 1s faid in many parts
of Scripture, that Goo 1s a Gob of Trath;
that He, bates all kinds of falfehdod ; and
that He Jloves thofe who fpeak the Truth
from their heart. It is alfo faid in Scrip-
ture that Liars are looked upon by Gob
as children of the Devil, and that they will
have their portion with Devils in the
burning Lake, by which is meant Hell:

QUESTIONS.

= Ver,1.] What is meant by wifdom’s
way? Who are moft beloved think you?
Thofe who fpeak #ruth, or thofe who 4o
ot 2 Can the word of a liar be truffed?
Is it not a fad thing to live in the world

without  being lovedy or trufted? Does
telling



[ 49 1

telling an untruth lefen a fauli ¢ What
does it do then?

Ver. 7 and 4.] Where is the hiftory of
Ananias and Sapphira to be found ! What
was their crime 2 How were they puiifhs
ed 2 Can Goo ftrikeany one dead ¢ Shouid

not children then be agfraid to tell un-
truths 2

Ver. 5.] Can.a Gop of trath be fup-
pofed to Jove thofe who fpeak faljely?
Muft 1t not be'a dreadful thing to be
hateful to Gop? Should you like to be
reckoned a c¢hild of the Devil/? Should
you like to dwel/ with him, and the reit
of the wicked, in everlafiing torinents ¢

Ver. 6.1 Be {ure then to watch your lips
that no falfchoods pals them, and ule
yourfelf to fpeak the truth from your
pbeart, then you will be in no danger
of thofe dreadtul evils that are threatened
to liars ; you will have no occafion to
difturb yourfelf with the tears of Hell,
they are ‘only defigned for the terror of
the wicked. Do you recolleét what 1s
meant by Gob’s keeping a 4ook ? T he
you have no.reafon to hope that He win
forget the lies you,2¢ll 2 1f you call to mind,

1 that
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that you have, at any time, been guz!ty
of the f{in oflym let me advife, and ip-
treat you to repent of it without delay.

_—————r—m

S O NG XVL
CoMMENT.

Ver. 1 and 2.] GOD has made mankind
of a bigher nature than beafts, and has
given them 7eafon to govern thetr paffions,
they fhould therefore be above imatating |
what appears difagreeable even in brutes.

Ver. 3.1 The bleffed Virgin's Son, is our
Lorp Jesus CHRIST.

Ver. 4.] The Gofpel defcnibes our Lorp
as very ineck and gentle, during the whole
courfe of His life. He is called the Laus .
of Gobp. He{aid to His followers, Come,
learn of me, for I amineek and lowly, He
notices the behaviour of children, and
marks as Iis own, thole who are good, by
giving them the HoLy SpirrT.

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1 and 2.| Which are of the hmhefh

nature, orutes or mankind ¢ Wthh do!
childres
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children belong to ¢ Is 1t plealant to gond
natured people to fee dogs fighting ¢ Can
it be pleafant to fee fuch fierce creatures
as bears and Jigms, tearing each other to
pieces, with then hornd teeth and claws s
Vhat 1s a {tll worfe fight? What were
bands grver for ¢ Should children ufe them
1 byrting one anctoer ?

Ver. 3.1 Who 1s meant by the Alffed
Virgin's Son¢ Should children ury to be
hke their Saviour? Whst did Carisr
fhew 1n all his a&ions? What fort of
words, or languege, did He ufe ¢ Do you
think then 1t can be right for children to
fight and quarrel?

Ver. 4.1 What 1s our Lorp called in
fome parts of Scripture? What did He
fay to His followers?

Ver. 5.} What children does He mark
as His own ¢ How does He mark them?
Do you think your Lorp will mark you
for His own, if youdelight in quarreiling
and fighting, like brute bealts, thatknow
no better ?
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S O N G XVIL

CoMMENT.

Ver.1 and 2.1 Gop made brothers and
fiters to be kind to each other, and to
hielp one another.

Ver. 3.1 It very often happens that
catling names, and ufing unkind language,
lead to fighting; and no one knows what'
that may end 1n.

Ver. 4.1 The hiftory of Cain fhould be
a warning to all children not to hate their
brothers and [ifters, but to love them,

See Genelis, chap. 4.

Whilft people continue defirous of do-
ing their duty, GoD gives them the aid
ot his Hory SpiriT to help them to
keep their paflions under; but when
they give way'to rage, the Horvy SpiriT
leaves them, and then the Devil tries bis
power over thelr minds, and urges them
on'from fin to-fin. 1t washewho tempted
Cain to kill his brother; and he has
tempted many others to commit murder.

Ver.5.] This verfe alludes to a very

good rule given by the Apoftle Paul,
Ephe-
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Ephefians, iv. 26. Let not the fun go

down wpon your wrath ; that is to {fay,
make up all quarrels before mght comes
on. The word fool, 1n Scripture lan-
guage, ufually fignifies, wickea people 3
and the wife, are religious people.

"QUESTIONS,
Ver. 1 and 2.7 If 1t1s bad for children

to quarrel with their companions and fehool-
fellows, mult 1t not be a great deal worle
to quarrel with thole whom Gop has com-
manded them to Jove with the tendereft
affection © Who are thefe? Where fon'd
there be peace ¢ W here fhould quariels never
come 2 What is a fhameful figit ¢

Ver. 3.1 What does jfighting fometimes
end i £

Ver. 4,] What fhould the hiftory of Ceu

{erve to warn chiidren from ?

Ver. 5.} What rule of Scripture does
this verle allude to? What is meant by
not letting the fun go down 0k cur Wiath ?
Who will make their anger ciol ¢ Who aie
meant by fools ¢ Who are the qee 2 s 1t
not very foolifh, as well as wicked, to go
to bed with anger in the mind, and take
the chance of having a good night’s relt
ipoiled ¢

| ¥ 3 Ver,
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- Ver. 6.] What thould thofe who have
been {o foolith,and {o wicked, as to quzrrel
in the dey, pray to Gop to do? How
fhould children wiih to grow up together,

in Jove, orin batred ¢

§ O N G XVIIL
COMMENT.

Ver. 1.] Speech is a very fine gift,
without 1t, we could not make our wants
known, we could not talk with our frienas,
neither could we praife Gobp as we now
can, :

Ver. 2.] Calling a brother fool, or
zoicked perfon, may hurt his charalter, and
make himvery unhappy, nay perhaps fbor:-
en bis life; on this account, the Scripture
threatens {uch a punifhment to it.

Ver. 3.] Holy men, fignify particularly
thofe who are fet forth in Scripture as
examples, fuch as AMpfes, the Pfapbets,
and fo on; and alfo minifters of Gop’s
word, who are often treated by thought-
lefs people with contempt, or ridicule, on
account of their holy profeflion,

Vere
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Ver. 41" The paffage of Scripture to
which this verfe refers, 1s in the 2d Chap,
of the 2d Book of Kmo's ver. 23, &c,
The children, or young peapfe, who mocked
at Elifpa, derided him, becaufe he wag
Gobn’s Prophet, by domg which, they
fhewed their contempt of Goi himfelf;
for this reafon, they were cut off n fo
dreadful a manner. This inftance thould
teach young people not to mock at the
Scriptures, the Preachers of Gobp’s word,
or any thing belonging to Gon,

Ver., 6.1 Young perfons are too aptto
fuffer the fprwhtlmefs natural to their
ume of-life, to exceed due bounds, which
leads them often to divert themielves and
others, with things too Jfacred to be the
fubjeCt of giddy mirth; they have there-
fore particular reafon to pray for Gop’s
grace to teach them how to fame and rale
their tongue.?

&

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1.} Don’t you think ,/peech a very
valuable thing? Should you like to be dum’
like the brute beai’cs? Whatwere our tongues
given for 2 Is it not a jir think vou to
apply Gop’s good gifts to a bad purpofe 2

Is
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Is railing dt our fellow creatures a good,
or an ill purpofe? 1f others rail at us,
what thould we do then, ra:/ again, or give
a mild anfwer ?

Ver. 2.] What 1s meant. by calling 4
brotber fool 2 What may this do? What

punifhment does the Scripture threaten to
thofe who do fo?

Ver. 3.] Who are particularly meant
by boly men 2 Who elfe are” to be confi-
dered as boly men ? Who are apt to jeff
about Mofes and others, and to treat Mi-
nifters with contempt and ridicule

Ver. 4 and 5.] What paffage of Scrip-
ture do thefe verfes allude to? Can you
tell me the ftory ? What did the young
people of Bethel deride Elifha for? Who
did they fhew contempt for, in {o doing!
Did they not deferve to be cut off for this?
What fhould this inftance teach young
people ?

Ver. 6.] What thould young- perfons
pray for, in order to enable them to
reftrain their giddy mirth, and keep theur

tongues in proper order ?

SONG
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COMMENT,
Ver. 1.] THE Word GOD -lignifies,

every thing that 1s greas, wonderful and
powerful. - We read in Scripture, that
Angels have the- higheft veneration for
Gop ; and that the devils tremble at his:
name. Surely then, children fhould be
afraid of:ufing 1t lightly.

Ver. 2.] How often do we hear children:
taking. the {acred-name of Gob 1n their
mouths, and calling upon Him to bring.
curfee on others!

Ver. 3.] It they had tHoughts of the
day of judgment, they would be afraid to
be fo profane.

Ver. 4.1 Many texts of Scripture {peak
of the torments of hell, as gicat beyond
defeription, and everlafling. |

Ver. 5.1 No good perfon likes to hear
their earthly friends {poke lightly of ; but
too many hear patiently the Goo who
made them, and from whom all their blel-
lings fpring, affronted in the groffeft
manner,

ver. 6.1 This verfe inftructs young peo-
ple how to a&t in refpect to wicked com-
panions, QQUES-
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QUuEsTIONS.

Ver.1.] What does the word Gobp fip-
nify ? It Angels adore, and Devils tremble
at the name of Gouw, fhould children ufe
1t lightly ?

Ver. 2.] Should they take it in their
mouths to with for evil on others ! Can
wicked people think, that the Greas Gop

will obey them, and fend evil on others,
ar their defire ?

Ver. 3.1 How will thofe be, at the
Great Doy of Fudgment, who have ufed
Gop’s name profanely ?

Ver. 4.1 Is it not very foolith to run
the hazard of being fent to Hell 2 1s it not
much better to ufe our tongues in praifing
Gop, and 1n Jfpeaking icmd Zanguage 10 our
fellow creatures ¢

Ver. 5.] Should you like to hear your
father, or mother, or any other dear friend,
{poke lightly of? Who is the wvery ot
Sriend you bave 2 Will 1t not then give you
pain to hear Goo’s Holy Name Saken i
vain, ot profaned ?

Ver. 6.] If your companions get into a

habit of {wearing, and taking Gon’s Holy
name
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name in vain, what will you do? Why
will you leave their company ¢

e B T R S st st

S O N G XX

COMMENT,

Ver. 1 and 2.] AS we have the vfe of
reafon, we fhould not fuffer ourfelves to

be out-done 1n any good quality by the
creatures beneath us,

Ver. 3.] Whoever is not well employed,
s in conftant danger of being fempted

to 1/l

Ver. 4.] Healthful play, is that, which

by giving children proper exercife, pro-
motes c¢hearfulne(s and bealth,

QUESTIONS

Ver 1 and 2.] ‘Do the bees work fome
days, and indulge in idlenefs on others ¢ Do
they grow tired of thewr piece of work,
and fet about another, before it is ﬁ
nithed? Do they doit in a dirty, un-
tidy manner ? :Are they walteful? Is it
not thameful then for childien to be guilty
of thefe faults ?

Vera
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QUuEsTIONS.

Ver.1.] What does the word Gop fig-
nify ? If Angels adore, and Devils trenble
at the name of Gouv, fhould children ule
1t lightly 2

Ver. 2.] Should they take it in their
mouths to with for evil on others? Can
wicked people think, that the Great Gop

will obey them, and fend evil on others,
at their defire ?

Ver. 3.1 How will thofe be, at the

Great Day of Fudgment, who have ufed
Gop’s name profanely ¢

Ver. 4.] Is it not very foolifh to run
the hazard of being fent to Hell 2 1s it not
much better to ule our tongues 1n praifing

Gop, and 1n fpeaking kind language to our
fellow creatures ¢ ‘

Ver. 5.] Should you like to hear your
father, or mother, or any other dear friend,
{fpoke lightly of? Who 15 the wvery left
friend you have 2 Will 1t not then give you
pain to hear Gop’s Holy Name taken i
vain, Ot profaned ¢

Ver. 6.] If your companions get into a

habit of [wearing, and taking Gon’s Holy
name
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name in vain, what will you do? Why
will you leave their company ¢

s e L

S O N G XX

CoOMMENT.

Ver. 1 and 2.] AS we have the vfe of
reafon, we thould not fuffer ourfelves to

be out-done 1n any good quality by the
creatures beneath us.

Ver. 3.1 Whoever is not well employed,
is 1n conftant danger of being tempted

to 1ll.

Ver. 4.1 Healthful play, is that, which
by giving children proper exercife, pro=
motes chearfulnefs and bealth, |

QuEesTIONS,

Ver., 1 and 2.] Do the bees work fome
days, and indulge in idlenefs on otbers ¢ Do
they grow tired of their piece of work,
and fet about another, before 1t is fi-
nithed? Do they doit in a dirty, wun-
tidy manner? ¢Are they wafteful? Is 1t
not fhameful then for ¢hildien to be guilty
of thefe faults?

Vere
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Ver.. 3.] ‘How fhould children keep

themfielves Zufy 2 What does Satan tempt
idle people to?

Ver. 4.] What kind of play may children
indulge in at proper. times ? Can that be
called healtbful play,by which they run the
chance of throwing-themf{elves into fevers,
~breaking their limbs, fetting themfélves
on fire, or,drowning themielves 2 Should
“they play fo as to hurt the health of their
play-fellows? What muft every one do
at the /aff day 2 Should not this thouveht
lead every one to fill up their time well 3

.- .§ 0 N'G XXl
COMMENT. |

~ Ver. 1.] IT 1s very dangerous for good
woung people to mix with wicked ones ; while
-~they are engaged 1n play with-them, they
~are very likely to forget the good they. have
dearnt, and learn wickednefs. '

Ver. 2.1 1t 15-n0 uncommon thing for
thofe who have good weices to learn the
words of wanton fongs, for the fake of

2 the
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Ver. 4.] Whether Gop fees fit to em-
ploy Angels to guard us or not, thiswe
may be fure of, that ue is adout our bed,
and about our path, and [pieth out all our
ways. Therefore, if we have endeavoured
todoourduty, and entreated Gob to pardon
our fins for the fake of CurisT, we may
Jie down in fleep and take our reff, for He
will keep us in Jafely during the hours of
darknefs, and raife us up again, rejoicing that
we are Orought to the beginning of aiotber
tffZ_y.

QUESTIONS:

Ver. 1.] How often do we receive mer-
cies from Gop ! Ought we not then to
return tbanks to Him every evening before
we go to fleep?- What do our datly com-
forts make known¢ What 1s meant by
Gob’s providence ? What 1s meant by His
grace ? - -

Ver. 2.1 Do children commit fin ? What
fhould they pray for? Yor whofe fake
will Gop parden them? How will He
give them firength for time to coie?

Ver. 3.] May we pray to Angels.?
May we pray to Gob to let Angels guard
us ? |

H Ver,
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Ver. 4.] Is Gop about our bed, ‘does
He fee us while we are fleeping 2 Can

He keep us from harm, while the dark-
nefs covers us ¢ Have good children then
any caufe to be afraid of going to bed?
When we come to the beginning of another

day, what fhould we be glad and re-
joice 1n°

> O N G XXVIIL

CoOMMENT.

- Ver. 1.] We keep the Sabbath, not
only in remembrance of Gob’s refting,
or leaving off creating, but alfo in remem-
brance of our Lorp Jesus:CrRrisT’s rifing
from the dead. Though we have no
worldly bufinefs, .we have a great deal to
do on this day for the good of our own
{ouls and the fouls of others.

Ver. 2.] By Curist’s rifing from the
dead, he brought back /ife and ummorta-
lity to .mankind, which Adam forteited,
and by this .means CurisT deffioyed 1ie
power of death.and bell.,

By wearing Satan’s yoke 1s meant, being
a fave to Satan, which thofe are, who

delight
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delicht in doing Ais work, that 1s to fay,
take pleafure 1n wickednels,

Ver. 3.] To-go with cheerful feet, figni-
fies to be glad t 0.

Ver, 4.] Whoever confiders tlie Snbdeih
Day as a day of reft and comfort, and ipends
it praper{y, will find it the dzf of all tig
Jeven.

- QUESTIONS,

Ver. 1 -] What do we keep the Szdbaii
in remembrance of ! Have we any bufi-
nefs to do on 1t? Should we weffe oar
bours 1n bed then?

Ver, 2.] How did CurisT break the
- power of deatpand bell? What did He bring
back? Who had forfeited life and | immor..
tal happinefs? What is meant by wearing
Satan's yoke? Who are flaves to Satan ?
What 1s bis werk? Should thofe for whom
CarisT has purchafed immortal life and
happinefs, fuomit to be faves to Satan,
and {o lofe thefe bleflings ?

Ver, 3.1 Where do Chriftians meet toge-
ther, to pray and bear Gon’s word ? What
i1s meant by going with cheerful feet ?

H 2 Ver.
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ber. 4.] Was the §abbath deéfigned =g
a punifbment to mankind, or a &Zﬁfﬂ mg 2 s
it a dull employment to lay alide worldl y
cares and labours, and refrefh our [ouls
with the thoughts of beavenly things?
Which, then, is the beft day of all the
Jeven ¢ Will 1t not bevery foolifh, then, to
mﬁe it away in dle [ports and paﬁmw

-1ow may you prepare for Heaven ¢

~ eyt I R e
S 0 N G XXVIIL
COMMENT.

Ver. 1.] - An Aflfembly ﬁwniﬁes,é num-
ber of people gathered together 1 one
place. -

Ver. 2.] In Heaven the blefled Angels
are continually offering praife to Gop,
- and fhewing forth His glory, from a fenfe
of His great goodnefs, which fills them
with love and gratitude.  'When people
who are '1ﬁ'emb]ed in places of public wor-
Jhip, join 1n Prayer and Praife with bearis
Sull of love and gratitude, the place they
are in, may be compared in {fome degree:

{0 Heﬂ‘vm for thofe whoaren 1t doas the 1
Angels
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Angels in Heaven do, and feel in {ome
meafure the fame kind of pleafure. Who-
ever has faffed this joy and delight, will
not be tempted by any pleafures which the
things of this world can give, to neglect
the public affemblies of Gov’s worfhippers.

Ver. 3.] By fexts, you are to underftand
fuch portions of Scripture as you wnay have
read or beerd ; and by dofirines, fuch parts
of the word of Gop as the smnifler
preached upon or explained. 'To write dpoi
the memory f{ignifies to enable you to re-
member; the remembrance of thele things
1s likely to keep you from: breaking the
Law of Gop ; and to increafe. the love of
Gop 1n your heart,

Ver, 4.] Things divine, are things be-
longing to Gop and Religion. Thefe
things thould employ our thonghts and fi]
our hearts, while we are 1n places of public
worfhip; and not our worldly bufine/s or
amufements.

Ver. 4.} To lie down and wake wuth
Gop, fignify to live with a hope of the
pardon of Gop, through ChrisT, and a
comtortable fenfe of His favour; which
all thofe may have, who try to be good

Coriftians,
H 3 QuEs.
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L Qs I0NS.

Ver.1,]» What is an Affembly ? What
kind of Afflembly does this verfe {peak of?
- Ver. 2.} Why are places of public wor-
fhip compared to a /ittle Heaven?- What
muft every perfon have in their bearts, to
make the Aflembly like heaven to zben-
felves 2 s it not very foolifh for people to
turn their ‘backs upon places where they
may have beavenly pleafures, only to amufe
themf{elves with worldly trifles? 1 hope,
then, yvou will never with to forget the
Lozp’s Day.

Ver. 3.] What is meant by writing upor
the memory ¢ What are to be underftood
here by Texss 2 What are meant by Loc-
trines 2 What'is the remembrance of thefe
things-likeély to keep you from breaking ¢
What are they likely to -eicreafe i yout
Heart 2

Ver. 4.] What are divine things? 'What
fhould employ your- thoughts while you
are in a place of public worfhip? Whats
meant by lying down and waking with
Gop? How may we obtain-the favour of
Gop ? For whofe fake wiil He pardon us?

- ) N- B—'
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N.B. TheTenCommandimentsin Rhyme
the Sum-of the Commandments, Om
-Saviour’s golden Rule, and our Duty w6
Gobp.and our Neighbour, are fo very
plain, as to need no Comment.

. HOS AN N A
COMMENT.

Ver. 1.} Hofauna fignifies praife ; Our
Lorp Jesus Carist was called the Soz
of David, becavfe that according -to his
human nature, He was of the Hﬁzm or
Family of David. He was alflo ¢ Prince
of Heavenly birth, having Gop for EHis
FATHER.  Salvation ﬁO'mnes Javiig froi
everlafting death, and giving everlofling

fife.  Mankind can have no {alvation but
by Carisrt.

Ver. 2.] CHRIST purchafed {ulvation
for people of all mations and all ages.
Gmwmg glories are thofe which wiil e/ways
continye and encreafe.  King of Sioi figni-
fies King of the boly pesple of Gop.

QUES-{
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'Q_UESTIONS.

Ver. 1.] What is the meaning of the
‘word 'Hofanna 2 Why 15 our LorD called
the Son -of David? Why 13 He called a
Prince of Hmwniy birth 2 What is Salva-

tion 2

Ver. 2.] Why fhould people of all na-
tions and “all ages praife the Saviour?
What are growing glories? What is
meant by King of Sion ? Who 1s King
of Gop’s PeoPIeP

II. HOS AN N A.

CoMMENT.

Ve, 1.] Curist is called the Prince of
Grace, becaufc He parchafed the grace.or
favour of Gob for mankind, and beftows it,

Ver, 2.1 He 1s called the EternaL
Worp or Gop, becaufe He came forth
from Gop THE FaTHER, and is one with
Him. To afcribe {alvation to CurisT, I8
to own Him for a Saviour, confefling that
we could have had no falvation without

Him,
QU 2 5':
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QUESTIONS,

Ver. 1.] Why 15 Crarist cailed the
Prince of Grace? Why 15 He called the
Ercrvar Worp ¢ What 1s meant by a/=
cribing falvation to Him ?

ML HOSANN A

Ver. ¢.] The meaning of the word
CuRrIsT 1S, The ancinted oie.

QUuEesTIONS,

Ver. 1.] Who 1s the Son of David and
of Gop ? What #ews did he bring? Was
not this moft joyfu/ news® With what did
CHRIST byy or purdade pardon for man-
kind ?

Ver. 2.1 What is the meaning of the
word Curist? Who thould afcribe ql ory
t0 CHRIST ? What did He 4o for us ?

N. B. The Doxolozies cannot, Ithmk,
be made plainer to the capacities of

: Chlldren.

MORAL
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MORAL SONGS,

RS S

I. Thue SLuccaRrD.

- THIS Song relates to a part of the
Proverbs of Solomon, chap. vi. ver, 10. It
contains a juit picture of a Sluggard, or
lazy perfon.  Surely, no child who learns
to repear it, will give way to lazinefs, and
become fuch a character as.is here de-
fcribed. The way to avoid this difgrace
1s to be diligent.

QUES-TIONS.

-~ What part of the Bible does this Song
relate to? Should you like to he pointed

at as a Sluggard? How may you avoid
this difgrace?

N. B. Song IL and III. I think, need no
| - Commgnt.

IV, Twue THIEF.

Ir people would afk themfelves the
queftion, and make the refleCtions upon
thieving which are to be found in this
Song, they {urely would never be guilty
of the thametful vice of Theft,

' QUEs-
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QUESTIONS.

Ver, 1.] Is it right to take any thing
that belongs to anorhel without his leave?’

Why not?‘ Is there any Commandment

wauld be da?ze by < :

Ver. 2.] What does all that 15 got by

thieving turn to !

Ver. 3.1 What did Adam and Eve take,
that they had no right to? Did they get
any good for 1t to hen Wfelves ¢ Did the}r
oct any good for them that were to come

after them ? Who are reckoned the Family
of Adam and Eve ¢

Ver. 4.] What do pilfering children ge-
nerally grow up to: What end do the)
aenerally come to? Should not this

thought make children afra:d of pilfering
the lealt thing 1n the world?

Ver. 5.] Who fees Thieves while they
are_/}ealzfzg and pz{fermg ¢ Can Gob bring
theft to light? Suppofe it remains hid
during the life-time of thieves, will they
never be put to thame for 1t? When will
this happen? What will they have befides
fhame ?

3 - Ver.
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Ver. 6.1 What 15 1t that puts peopis
upon ftealing ! A covetous defire of other
men’s goods, 1s 1t not? What ‘will keep
them from ftealing? Will not a fenfe of
their dutv, apd the help.ot Gop’s HoLy
SeiriT do 1t? What- fthould every one
that withes to be howef?, pray for then ?

V. Tuc ANT orR EMMET.

THis Song is taken from part of the
Proverbs of Solomon. Go to the Aut,
thou Sluggard, confider ber ways and be
wife 3 which baving no guide, overfeer or
ruler, gathereth ber food in Harveft. Prov,
vi. 6, 7, 8. It is very wonderful to fee
fuch little creatures as ants labouring as
they do; their example is enough to fhame
all lazy people.

QUESTIONS.

Don’t you think what is faid in this
Song is very juft? What is meant in the
laft verfe by a cottage of clay? What 18
your body ? May not that be compared to
2 cottage of clay? I hope you will ob-
ferve the excellent Leffon given in this
Song. | |

VI, Goop
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VI. Goop REesoLuTIOWS.

Ver.1.] As the world is fo full ofic;zzp
tations, 1t 1s very proper for young per-
{ons, before they mix much in company,
to form geod Refolutions ; thole which are
exprefled in this Song, are {uitable to molt
conditions 1n life; and the inftruétion 1s

{o very plain, that you can {carcely fail of
underftanding it.

Ver. 4. Our LORD]ESUS Curist, whofe
example we ace to follow as much as pol-
fible, never rendered railing for railing;
He bore the greateft abufe with the utmoft
patience,

QUESTIONS.

Ver. 1.1 Why fhould young perfons

form good refolutions :

Ver. 2.] What fhould rich people do
with a part of their riches? Should they
behave unkindly to their poor neighbours:
Should they forget that the poore{t per-
{fon upon earth is of the fame nature with

theinfelves, and beir 1o eternal glory through
CHRIST ?

Ver, 3.] Did any of us make ourfelves ?
Who gives us bearmg, and ¢ye-fight, and

Lll(‘
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the ufe of our limbs and wunderflanding ?
Who fometimes fees fit to take them away?
Is it right to mock at people who have
thefe imperfe@tions ? Is it right to-impefs
upon them ¢ What fhould we do then?

Ver. 4.] Wholfe example thould we fol.
low as much as poffible? Did Curyst
 render railing for railing 2 What fhould we
do if we meet with abufive language ?

Ver. 5.1 If we hear our companions
ufing nrofane language what fhould we
do? How fhould -we #ry fv make them
wife.? Suppofe ‘they will not hearken to
us, why fhould we leave them?

Ver. 6.1 What fhould poor people do, if
they wifh to gain the favour of their fu-
periors ? Can they think, that ladies and
centlemen will. notice rude, dirty peo-
ple, who are above liftemng to good and kind

advice 2+

Ver.-7.] What thould poor people do
for their neighbours 2 1f they with to be
helped when they themfelves are fick and
weak ? Does it require much wif or wif-
dem, to be putiful and tender bearted ?
Who do you think Gobp likes beit; people
who havea great deal of wit, without good

#ature, or thole who are fender bearted ?
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Ver, 8.] Is 1t right, think you, for
CurisTiaxs to fay or do things on pur-
pole to make others angry ¢ Is it right for
thofe who are commanded to be zeek and
patient like thewr blefled Lorp, to take
offence at trifies ¢ What {hould they frive
tomend 2 What fhould 2bey endure 2

Ver. 9.] Is 1t right to do bad things
merely becaufe others do them? 1f per-
fons who are a#bove us,  do what we know
Gop* has forbidden, thould we, for the
{ake of gaining their favour, follow a bad
example 2 Suppole they fwear, drink,
game, take Gob’s name in wvain, or break
the Sabbath, fhould we do {o? Suppofe
our companions do thefe things, thould we,
for fear of their laughing at us, get into
the fame bad habits? Who. fhould we try

to pleafe rather than men ?

- Ver. 10.} Where do wicked fafbions, or
cufioims, lead to? Then following wicked
fathions is the way to lofe Heaven, is it
not? Is it well to take the chance of
lofing Heqven, for the fake of following
the ways of a bad world, which we fhall
loon leave ¢ How muft we live {o as no#
to be afraid of dying ?

| I 2 A Sum-



A SUMMER EVENING.
- This Song is defigned to encourag:
Chriftians to keep on fteadily in a courfe
of piety and virtue, not doubting but
that the end will be glorious.

. QUESTIONS.

What is. this Song defigned to keep
Chriftians fteady in? What end may
Chriftians expe& if. they lead haly lives?
Where will 'the_yfb'e* gh?iozg.s_ -

Tueg CrapiLe Hymw.

"This Hymn may be better underftood
by comparing it with part of the 2d Chap.
of St. Luke’s Gofpel. It 1s defigned for
5y fes, inothers, or fifters, to fing while they
are watching the flumbers of an infant. It
will naturally recall to every one’s mind,
the bleflings fhowered down upon them-
felves, while they were in the {ame help-
lefs ftate; and likewife (I fhould think)
awaken cratitude in the hearts of fuch
mothers as are aole to procure every ne-
celliry and comfort for their beloved
babes. Mothers who arc obliged to make
thift, without fome of thefe conveniences,
may at lealt comfort themielves with the
thoughts that their children are better pro-

vided
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vided for than the Saviour of tiae Viorld
was when he came as an infant.  Hig
coming in this humble manner, has pug

honour upon a ftate of poverty.

Ver. 1.1 It 15 a common opinion that

little children are under the guardianthip
of Angels; whether they are fo or vot,
we may be fure they are under the pro-
tection of their Gop and Savioux.

Ver. 2.] Infancy 1s a very he'plefs
ftate ; new-born babes cannotdo any thing
for themfelves.

Ver. 3.1 There are very few childicn
fo badly accommodated as the dow or
Gop was. Parents, in the loweft {tute
of poverty, generally find means to lay
their infants in fomething better than a
manger, they fhould therefore comfort
themfelves, as this and the following verle
inftructs them.

Ver. 12.] It there had been no Saviour®
to redecin them, and no Holy Spirt to
Jaitify, ormake then boly, children would
have gone on from fin to fin, tll they
brought themfelves to everlafting punith-
ment, Mothers, therefore, have oreat
reafon to rejoice, that our &lefled Re-
DEEMER came, to fave their children, as
well as the reft of mankind. Ver.
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Vero 13.] It1s a truth which Chrlﬁlans
fhould never lofe iﬁcrhjt of, that their ows
gwd deeds cannot fza**e them without the
merits of CHRIST, = Yet we. muft not live
carelefs lives, dependme upon His merits
alone, for He will fave none who do not
try to do the will of their He:weley Fa-
THER

Every Mother, who has her child’s
real happinefs at heart, - will wifh that it
- may live 1n the: conftant favour of the
Saviour here on earth, ‘and go to Him
in Heaven after death,

- Ver. 14.] It 1s to very little purpofe
that tathers and mothers 7ife #p early, and
take reff Zate, and eat the bread of careful-
nefs, to gain a fortune for their children,
if they neglect to put them in the way of
fecuring their efernal inberitance in the
heavens. 1t 1s a poor advantage to give
them a mere fafbronabdle education, 1t they
neglect to teach them what will make them
wife unto fafvation. Let the tender mo-
“ther then, and the Kind father, devote.
their children to Curist 1n their infancy;
confider them as children of Gop for His
fake, and train them up in the way 1n
which they fhould go, that at the lait,

ney may attatn thole eternal 7035, wlmh
exceed.
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exceed all that the fondeft mother can
defire, S

QUESTIONS,

What partof Scripture helps to explain

' this Hymn ? Is. poverty to be confidered

as a difprace-when people do not bring it

npon themfelves ? What has put honour
upon a {tate of poverty :

Ver. 1.] Whole protettion are children
moft certainiy under !

Ver. 2.] What would have become of
us all, if we had not had parents and friends
to take care of us ? Is not Gop very good
to young children ? Are not children very
much indebted to their parents for the
trouble they take about them?

Ver. 3.1 Are there many children fo
badly accommouaied as the Son or Gop
was ? Did you ever 1 your life fee a little
tender infant lying in a- manger among
oxen or horfes - .

Ver. 9. What wonders did the /heps
berds tell of ?

Ver. 12,] What would -children have
done, as they grew up, if there had
been no Redeesner 2 "Then they would have
been in danger of everlafting punifhment,
would they not? Could they have known

r 3 hOW
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how to gain the favour of Gob ¢ ‘Then.
mothers have great reafon to rqou:e havc
they not?

cVer. 13.]° Should chlldren learnt to
know their Saviour ! How may they know
Him, or about. Him? Should they fear
to offend Him? What will offend Him?.
Should they #7uf# in Him alfo ? Then they
muft not tryft entirely to their own good
deeds, and” think that they can be faved .
without the help of Curist? May they
live carelefs kw: and ‘truft in His merlts.
alone 2 What muft ‘they ftrive’ to do?
Are they to Jote their Saviour too?
What dre they 6 love Him for? If they
thus fear, truft, and love their Saviovr

all their lives, what may they expeét at
lat ? Where is ‘our Lorp now? Will
oood children,” when' they die, go to
Him ? ’

Ver. 14.]'Can the fondeft mother form a
better wifh for her children, than that
they fhould live in the favour of their
Gop and Saviour here on earth; and
~after death go to live for ever with Him

in Heaven? * |

.i. T HE END,
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