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NOK/ng buet the ftrongef? 0073--
viltion, 7ot cmgy thar what is

here cza’cvmzce’a’ ;s the Truth as it
1s 1n Jelus, dut alfo thar I am in-
difpenfably obliged, To declare this
Truth to all z‘Zve IV orld, could bave
induced me openly to oppofe the
Sentiments of thofe, whom I high-
ly efteesnn for their Works [ake :
At whofe Feet inay I be found, ir
the Day of the Lord fefus !

Should any 5322'3@3 it his Duiy
Zo reply bereto, I have only Ore

Requeft to make, Let whatfoever
A 2 Yo
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wor do be done in Gharity, i1 Love

and in the Spirit of Meeknefs. Let

- your very Difputing [fhew, That
you have put on, as the Ele&t of

Gon, Bowels of Mercies, Gen-
dlenefs, Long-{uficring : Zhar e-
verr according to this time, it nay

ve faid, ¢ See, Zw'w thefe Cﬁmﬂzmzs |

‘ove one another.
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RomMm. v 32.

He that [pared not bis own Son, but de-
livered bim up for us all, bow fhall be
not awith biin alfo freely give wus Al
things 2

O W freely does Gob love the
World! While we were yet Sin-
ners, “Corift dicd for the Ungodly.

While we were Degd in Sin, Gop [pared
not bis own Son, but delivered him up for us

all. Aund how fieely with Hinz doe’s he give

#ts all things!  Verily Free Grace is all
in all ! S

“4

2. The Grace or Love of Gon, whence

cometh out Salvation, is Free in all, and
Free for all:

3. Firft, 1t is Free in all to whom it 1«
given. It does not depend on any Power
or Merit in Man : No, not in any Pégree
neither in whole, nor in part. It dees #nor
in any wile depend ether on the Good

) ~ gﬁn’r 01]{5
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Works or Righteoufnels of the Receiver ;
Not on any thing he has done, or any thing
he is. It does not depend on his Fndea
vours : It does not depend on his good
Tempers, or good Defires, or good Pur-
poles and Intenrions. For all thefe flow
from the Free Grace of Gon : They are the
Streams only, not the Fountain. "1lhey are
the Fruits of Free Grace, and not the Root
They are not the Caufe, but the Effets of
it. Whatfoever Good is in Man, or is dane
by Man, Gon is the Author and Pocr of
it. ‘LT hus 1s his Grace Free in all, that is,
no way depending on any Power, or Meric
i1 Man : But on Gop alone, who freely
~gave us his own Son, and with kin freely
srpeth us all things.

4. But 15 1t Free for All, as well as in
Al 2 "Tothis fome have anfwer'd, ¢ Neo:
¢ Tr is free only for thofe whom Gob hath
‘“ ordained to Life; and they are but a
¢f tirele Flock. The greater Parr of Man-
¢ kind Gop hath oxdamca to Death ; and
¢« it 1s not Free for them. "lhem Gob
natetl ; and thercfore betore they were
““ born, decrced they fhould die Eternally.
o And this he abfolutcly decreed ; becaute
“c {0 was his gOOd Plc**fme, : L”(_,Lu_;f:‘* 1t Wil
“.his fovereign Will. Aciordingly, they
%, are born for this, T.. e detlroy’d, Body
280 and, Soul, 1 Hf::]l- Aad Lroy f—'frow up
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“ under the. Irrevocable Curle of Gon,
““ without any Poflibility of Redemption.
¢ For what Grace Gon gives, he gives only

for this, To increale, nor prevent, théir
Damnation. ”

<
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5. Lhis 15 That Decree of Predeftina-

- T w e ” q“.
- .m:- -"'rq" . -I-l-.“-l-: y

rion, But methinks I hear One {ay, “ This

CL

1s not the Predeftination which 1 hold.
I hold only, * "The Ele&ion of Grace.
What I believe is no more than this, T hat
““ G op, betore the Foundation of .the
“ World, did ele& a certain Number of
““ Men, to be juftified, {an&ified and glo-
““ riied. Now all thefe will be {aved, 'Hld
** none elle. For the reft of I\idnmnd
Gobp leaves to themielves. So they fol-
low the Imaginations of their own Hearts,

W'

£ ¢
¢
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““ yuitly puntifhed with Eifc.rlaﬁmﬁ e
“ {truétion. ” -

5. Is this All the Predeftination which’

You hold ¢ Confider. Perhaps this 1s not All.
Do not You beh(,ve * Gob ordained thém
ro this very thing 27 If {o, you believe the
Whole Decree ; you hold Predeftination in
che full Senfe, which has been above de-
fcribed.  But it may be, you think you do-
aot. Do Rt you then believe, Gop har-

which are onlv Fvil continually, and
waxing worfe and worfe, are at length

oo =N,
v - . dﬁn&‘ly
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dens the Hearts of them that perith 2 Do
not you believe, He (literally) hardned Phs-
roak’s Heart, and that for this end he rais'd
him up (or created him? ) Why this a-
mounts to juft the {ame thing. If you be-
leve Pbharoah, or any one Man upon the
Earth, was created for this End, to be
damn’d, you hold all that has been faid of
Predeftination. And there is no need you
thould add, that Gob f{econds his Decree,
which i1s fuppofed Unchangeable and Irre-
fiftible, by hardening the Hearts of thofe
Veflels of Wrath, whom thar Decree had
before fitted for Deftruion.

6. Well; but it may be, you do not be-
hieve even this. You do not hold any De-
cree of Reprobation. You do not think
God decrees, any Man to be damn’d, nor
hardens, irrefiftibly fits him for Damnation.
You only fay, * Gop cternally decreed,
““ That All being ead in Sin, he would
“ 1ay to fome of the Dry Pones, Lize, and
to others, he would not. That confe-
““ quently, Thefe thould be made alive, and
‘“ Thofe abide in Death: Thefe fhould
““ glorify Gon by their Salvaticn, and Thole
““ by their Deftru&ion. ”

9

7. Is not this what you mean by the F-
Jellion of Grace? 1t it be, I would ask one
Oor
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or two Queftions. Are any who are not
thus Ele&ed, {faved ¢ ©Or were any, from
the Foundation of the World? Is it poffi-
ble any Man {hould be {aved, unlefs he be
rthus Ele&ed ¢ If you {ay Ao, you are but
where you was.  You are not got one Hair'’s-
breadech further. You {till believe, that in
Lunfequem_e of an unchangeable, irrefifti-

ble Decree of Gon, the greater part of Man-
kind abide in Dearh, wichour any Poflibility
of Redemption : Inalmuch as none can
{fave them but Gon : And He will not {fave
them. You believe he hath ablolutely de-
creed, Not to fave them; And whar 1s chis,
but deczemnﬂ to damn them ¢ It 1s, 1n ef-
fe&k, neither more nor lefs : It comes to the
fime thing. For if you are dead, and alto-
cether unable to make yourfelf flliVL then
¥ Gob has ab{olutely decreed, He will make
others only alive and nor voa; He hath
ab{olutely decreed your Evelldi’cmg Death ;
you are abiolutely confign'd to Damnation.
So then, tho’ you ule fofter Words than
fome, you mean the {elf-{fame thing. And
Gon's Decree concerning the hlc@cmn of
Crace, according ©o your own Account of
it, amounts to. neither more nog le{s, than
what others call, ¢ Gop’s Decree of Re-
probation.

g. Call
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3. Call it therefore by whatever Name
you pleafe, ‘¢ Ele&ion, Preterition, Pre-

deflination or Reprobation, ” it-comes in
the end to the fame thing. The Senfe of
all 1s plainly this.  “° By virtue of an Eter-
“ nal, Unchangeable, Irrefiftible Decrec
“ of Gon, One Part of Mankind are in-
“ fallibly {aved, and the refl infhllib]v
« c’:!.mn’d It bemﬂ impoflible, thatany of
€¢ the former thould be damn’d, or that any

s of the latter fhould be {aved.

9. But if this be {o, then 1s All Preach-
ing Vam. It 1s needlefs to them that are
Ele&ed. Forthey, whether with preaching
or without, will infallibly be faved. "Vherc-
fore the End ot Preaching, “ To f{ave
Souls, 7 is void with regard to them. And
1t 1S uielefs to them that are not Ele&ted.
Yor rthey cannot poflibly be faved. They,
whether with Pre-wchmg or without, will
anfallibly be damn’d. The End of Preach-
ing 1s therefore void, with regard to them
llkﬁ‘.wﬁz So that in uther (_afc: our Preach-
“ang s vain, as your Hearing is alfo vain.

10. This then 1 a plain Proof, that the
Do&rine of Predeftination is not a2 Dodt-
rine of Gob, becaufe it makes void the Or-
dinance of Gon: And Gop 15 not divided
S o agandi

A '] - A
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againft Himfelf. A Second is, That ic di-
reftly tends to deftroy that Holinefs, which
s the End of all the Ordinances of Gon,
i do not fay, ““ None who hold it are Ho-
ly. 7 (For Gop is of tender Mercy to thofe
who are unavoidably intangled in Errors of
any kind.) Bur cthat the Do&rine 1delf]
* That every Man i1s either Eleé&ted or not
Ele&ted from Eternity, and that the one
muit inevicably be 1 aved and rthe other
,, ineuitably damn’d, > has a manifeft Ten-
dancy to deftroy Holinefs in general. For
it wholly takes away thofe fielk Motives to
follow afrer ir, f{o frequently proposd in
OGeriprure, the Ho e of Furure R(,V»ard and
Fear of Pumfhment the Hope of Heaven
and Fcar of Hell. That thefe fhall go away
snto cveriafitng  Punifbient, and thofc into
Life Krernal: 1s no Motive to Him rto
ftruggle for Life, who believes his Lot 1s
caft a]re'ldy It is not realonable tor him {o
to do, 1f he cthinks, he is unalterably ad-
judged either to Life or Death. You will
fay, ““ But he knows not, whether it 1s
““ Lite or Peath. ” Whar then? This
helps not the Martter. For if a fick Man
knows, that he muilt unavoidably die, or
unavoldably recover, tho’ he knows not
which, itis not realonable for him, to take
any Phyﬁck at all. He mighe mﬂ:ly fay,
(and fo I have heard iome fpeak both
. Bodily

€
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Bodily Sicknefs and in Spirirual) ¢ If T am
‘“ ordained to Lite, I fhall hve; If to
‘“ Peath, I thall die. So I need not trou-
‘“ ble myfelf about 1it. ¥ So dire&tly does
this Do&rine tend, to thut the very Gate of
Holine{s in general, to hmder unholy Men
from ever approaching thereto, or ftriving
to enter in thereat.

11. As dire&tly deces this Dofrine tend
to deftroy {everal Particular Branches of Ho-
hinefs. Such are Meeknefs and Love : Love
¥ mean of our Enemies, of the Evil and
Unthankful. I {ay not, That none who
hold 1t, have Mecknels and Love: (For as
1s the Power of Gop, {o 1s his Mercy.)
Put that it naturally tends to infpire or in-
create, a Sharpnets or Eagernels of Temper,
which is quite contrary to the Meekne{s of
Chrift : As then efpecially appears, when
they are oppofed on this Head. And 1t as
natarally infpires Contempt or Coldnefs to-
ward thofe, whom we {uppole Outcafts
from Gopo. “ O, (but you fay) I {uppofe
no Particular Man a Reprobate. - You
mean, you wou'd not, if you could help it.
You can'’t help fomerimes applying your Ge-
neral Do&trine to Particular Perfons. The
Enemy of Souls will apply it for you. You
know how often he has done {o. “¢ But you

*“ rejeked the Thought with Abhorrence. ™
"Y'rue L
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True ; as {foon as you could. But how did
it four and fharpen your Spirit in the mean
time? You well know, it was not the
Spirit of Love, which you then felt towards
that poor Sinner, whom you {uppofed or
{fufpe&ted, whether you would or no, to
have been hated of Gop from Eternity.

12. Thirdly, This Do&rine tends to de-
ftroy the Comfort of Religion, the Happi~
nefs of Chriftianity : This 1s evident as to
all thofe who believe them{elves to be repro-
bated, or who only {ulpe&k or fear it. All
the great and precious Promifes are loft to
them. 'They afford them no Ray of Com-
fort. “ For they are not the Ele& of God.
“ "Therefore they have neither Lot nor Por-
“ tion in them. 7 "Thisisan effetkual Bay
to their finding any Comfort, or Happinefs
even in that Religion, ‘“ whole Ways were
defigned to be Ways of Pleafantucfs, and-all
ber Paths Peace. ™ * - |

13. And as to you who believe your {elves §
the Ele& of Gop, what 1s your Happinefs 2
I hope, not a Notion, a Speculatnive Belref ;
a bare Opinion, of any kind : But a teeling.
Pofleflion of Gob in your Heart, wroughe
in you by the Holy Ghott; or, The I¥ituefs
of Gov’s Spirvit with your Spirtt, that you are
@ Child-of Gop. This, otherwife term’d 74e

fuli
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Jull Affurance of Faith, is the triue Ground
of a Chriftian’s Happinefs. And it does in-
deed 1mply, a full Aflurance, thar all your
paft Sins are forgiven, and that you are acw
2 Child of Gon. Burt it does not neccflarily
imply, a full Aflurance of our Future Per-
* {everance, 1 do not fay, This is never join’d
to 1t: But that it is not neceflarily implied
therein ; for many have the one, who have
not the ciher.

14. Now this Witnefs of the Spirir Ex-
perience {hews to be much obfiruéted by
this Doétrine: And not only in thole who
belicving themielves Reprebarted, by this
Belief thruft it far from them : But even
in them that have zafled of that good Gift,
who yet have {foon loft ir again, and fallen
back into Doubts and Fears and Darknels,
Hovvible Darkuefs that wight be felt. Ana
I appeal to any of you who hold this Dot~
rine, to {ay berween Gop and your own
Hearts, Whether you have not often a Re-

$rurn of Doubrs and Fears, concerning your
Ele&ion or Perfeverance ¢ It you ask,

Who has not? 1 anfwer, Very Few of

thofe that hold this Do&rine. bur many,

very many of thole that hold it nor, in all

Paits of the Earth : Many of tihote who

know and feel, theyare in Chrift to Day,

and take no 1honght for the Merrcw ; whoe

alide
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abide in bim by Faith from Hour to Hour,
or rather from Moment to Moment. Many
of thefe have enjoy’'d the uninterrupted
Witne{s of his Spirit, the continual Light
of his Countenance, from the Moment
wherein they fivft believed , for many
Montis or Years to this Day.

5. That Aflurance of Faith which thefe
:njoy, excludes all Doubt and Fear. It ex-
cludes all kind of Doubr and Fear, concern-
ing their Future Perleverance: Vho'it is not
properly (as was faid before) an Aflurance
of whar is Future ; but only of what #ow 1s.
And this needs not for its Supporr, a Specu-
lative Beliet, "L hat whoever 15 once ordain’d
co Life, muft live. For it 1s wrought from
Hour to Hour, by the mighty Power of
Gon, by the Holy Ghoff awhich is given unto
i And therefore thar Dorine s not
of Gobp, becaule it tends to obitrudt, 1t not
deftroy, this Great Work of the Holy -
{ihoft, whence flows the Chiet Comfort of
Religion, the Happinels of Chriftianiry. Vs

16, Again, How uncomfortable a thought
;5 LThis, "L'nar Thoulanas and Millions of
Men, without any preceding Offence or
Fault of rthews, were unchangably doom’d
to KEverlafting Burnings? How peculiarly
nncomfortable muft it be, to thofe who have

pug.



put on Chrift ! To thofe who being £11’d
with Bowels of Mercy, Tendernels and Coin-

paffion, could even wifhb themfélves accurf
for their Brethren's [ake.

17. Fourthly, This uncomfortable Do&-
rine dire&ly tends to deftroy our Zeal for
Good Works. And this it does firft, as it
naturally tends (according to what was ob-
ferv’d before) to deftroy our Love to the
oreater Part of Mankind, namely, the Evil
and Unthankful. For whatever leflens our
Love, muft {o far leflen our Defire to do
them cood. 'This it does, Secondly, as it
cuts off one of the ﬂ:!On‘Jtﬂ: Motives to all
A&s of Bodily Mercy, Tuch as teeding the
Hunery, Cloqthmg the Naked, and the like,
viz. 'The Hope of faving their Souls from
Peath, For whqt avails it to relieve their
‘Temporal Wants, who are juft dropping
into Bternal Fire? * Well ; but run and
{natch them as Brands out of the Fire
Nay, this you {uppole impoffible.. They
- were appointed thereunto, you f{ay, from
Eternity, before they had done either Good or
Evil. You believe, 1t 1s the Will of God
they thould die. And who bath refifted bis
Wil ¢ But you {ay, ¢ you do not know,

whether thefe are ele&ed or not.” What
then? 1If you know they are one or the
. other, that they are either Elected or not
: ElE‘Cted)

-
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Filected, all your Labour is void and wvain.
In either Cafe, your Advice, Reproof or
E. xhortation, 1s as needlefs and ufelefs as out
Preaching. It is needlefs to them that are
Ele&ted ; for they will infallibly be faved
without it. It 1s ufelefs to them thar are
not Ele&ed ; for with or without it they will
infallibly beé damn’d. Therefore you cannot,
confiftently with your Principles, take any
Pains about their Salvation. Confequently
thofe Principles diretly tend to deftroy your
Zeal for good Works: For all good Works ;
but particularly for the Greateft of all; The
faving of Souls from Death.

13. But, fifthly, This Doéririe not only’
tends to deftroy Chriftian Holinels, Happi-
nefs, and Goed Works, but hath alfo a di-
ret and manifeff Tendency to overthrow
the whole Chriftian Revelation. T'he Point
which the wifeft of the Modern Unbelievers
moft induftrioufly labour to prove, is, That
the Chriftian Revelarion is not neceflary.
They well know could they once thew this;
the Conclufion would be too plain to be de-
nied, *° If it be not Neceflary, 1t is not
True.” Now this Fundament4l Poiat you
give up. For {uppofing That Eternal, Un-
changeable Decree, one Part of Mankind
muit be faved, tho’ the Chriftian Revelation
were not in Being : And the cother Part of

| B M an-
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Mankind muft be damn’d, notwichftanding
¢hat Revelation.  And what would an Infi-
del defire more ¢ You allow him all he asks.
In making the Gofpcl thus unneceflary to all
Sosts of Men, you give up the whole Chrif-
tian Caufe. O tell it wot inGath! Publifh it
not in the Streets of Afbkelon !  Leafi the
Daugbters of the Uncircuincifed vejoice, leaft
tie Sons of Unbeliet tvinmph !

19. And as this Do&rine manifeftly and
dire&ly tends to overthrow the whole Chrii-~
tian Revelation, {o it does the fame Thing,
by plain Confequence, in making that Re-
velation contradi& itfelf.  For it 1s grounded
on fuch an Interpretation of {ome Texts
{mmore or {fewer it matters not) as flatly con-
cradi&s all the other Texts, and indeed the
whole Scope and Tenor of Scripture. For
inftance : The Alflcrrers of this Dotrine,
interpret that Text of Scriprure, ¢ facol
< pave Iloved, but Efan bave I bated, ™ as
implying that Gop in a literal Senfe hated E-
fan and all the Reprobated from Eterniy.
Now what.can poffibly be a more flat Contra-
dicion than this, not only to the wholeScope
and Tenor of Scripture, but alfo to all thole
particular Texts, which expreflly declare,
““ Gob is Lewe ™ T Again, they infer from
that TYext, ¢ J will have Mercy on whoin 1
““ will have Mercy, ” (Row. 1% 15.) Thar

' (ob
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%;}oh is Love only to fome Men, viz. The
Fle&k, and that he hath Mercy for thole
only : Flatly contrary to which is the whole
Tenor of Scripture, as is that exprels De-
claration in particular < The Lord is loving
“ unto every Man, and bis fdercy is over
<< ]l bis Works. > (P{, cxlv. 9) Agamn,
They infer from that and the like Texts,
< [t is not of bim that willeth,-ncither of bis
< that vunneth, but of Gov that [Heweth
<< Mercy, > that he fheweth Mercy only to
thofe whom he had Refpe& from all Eter-
nity. Nay, but who replicth againft Gon
now ¢ You now contradi& -the whole Ora-
cles of Gop, which declare throughout;
<« Gonb is no Refpeffer of Perfons.” (Alks x.
14  ° There is o Refpet of Perfons with
<< i, ” (Rom.ii. 11.) Again, from that
Text, < The Children being not get boin,
¢ ucither baving done Good or Ewil, that the
““ Purpofe of Gon according to ElelZion, mnight
““ [taud, not of Works, but of biuithat callcth.
““ It was [a:d unto Her, (unto Rebecca) T A
““ Elder fball [erve the Younger : 7 You In-
fer, that our being Prédeftinated or Elelk,
10 Way- depends on the Fore-knowledge
of Gobp: Flatly contrary to “this are ail
the Scriptures ; and thole 1in particular,
““ Fdelf, according to the Fore-kRnowledoe of
“Gop. ” (1 Pet. v 2.) ¢ Whon he did
“ foircknow, ke alfo did Predeftinate.” (IFom.
Vil 29.) B> 20, And
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20. And, *“ The [ame Lord over all is rick
‘“ in Mercy to all that call upon bim. ”
(Rom X 12) But you fay, ‘“ No, He is
““ {uch only to thofe for whom Chrift died.
““ And thofe, are not All, but only a Few,
*“ Whom Gop bath chofen out of the World :
‘“ For he died not tor All, but only for thofe
‘“ who were chofen in bim before the Founda-
““ tion of the World. > (Eph.1.2.) Flatly
contrary to your Interpretation of thefe
Scriptures al{o 1s the whole Tenor of the
New Teftament; as are 1n particular thofe
Texts, ¢ Deftroy not bim with thy Meat,
““ for whome Chriff died.” (Rom. xiv. 15.)
A clear Proof that Chrift died, not only
tor thofe chat are {aved, buc alfo for them
that perifh. He s, ¢ the Saviour of the
World.” (Yohn iv. 42.) He 1s ¢ the Lamnb
““ of Gob that mkctb away the Sins of the
“ World.” (John i. 29.) *° Heisthe Propi-
“ tiation, not for our Sins only, but alfo for the
““ Sins of the whole World.” (1 Johnii.2.)
““ He (the Living (Gop) is the Saviour of all
“ Men.” (1 Twmm. 1v. 10.) ¢ He gave
“ bimfelf a2 Ranfom for All. (1 Tim. n. 6.)
““ He tafled Death for all Men.” (Heb.11.9.) .

21. It you ask, ¢ Why then are not all
“ Men faved ¢’ "The whole Law and
the Teftimony anfwer, firft, not becaufe of

any Decree of Gop, not becaufe it is his
Pleature
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Pleafure they fhould die. For, ¢ as I /e
“ faith the Lord Gopo, 1 bave no Pleafure
““ in the Death of bim that dieth.” (Ezek.
xviil. 32.) Whatever be the Caufe of their
perithing, it cannot be his Will, if the
Oracles of Gop are true ; for they declare,
““ He is not willing that any [bould peryfb,
“ but that all fbonld come to Repentance.”
(2 Pet. 1i1. 9.) He willeth that all Men
fhould be faved. And they, {econdly, de-
clare, What is the Caufe why all Men are
not {aved ; namely, thar they will not be fa-
ved: So our Lord exprefily, ¢ They will not
‘“ come unto e that they may bave Life. ™
(John v. 40.) ¢ The Power of the Lord is
‘“ prefent to beal then.” But they will not be
healed. ¢ They wejelf the Council, ” the
merciful Council of Gob againft themfelves,
as did their Stiff-necked Fore-fathers. And
therefore are they without Excufe, becaufe
Gobp would fave them, but they will not be
faved : This is the Condemngtion, % How
““ often would I bave gather'd gyow together,
“ and y¢ wonld not. 7 (Matt. xx111. 37.)

22. Thus manifeftly does this Do&rine
. tend to overthrow the whole Chriftian Re-
velation, by making it contradi& itfelf; by
giving {uch an Interpreration of {ome Texts,
as flatly contradi&s all the other Texts; and
indeed the whole Scope and Tenor of Scrip-
ture. An abundant Proof that it is not of

(Gop
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(Gop. bBut neither 1s this all. For, {eventh~
ly, It 1s a Doltrine full of Blalphemy ; of
fuch Blafphemy as 1T fhould dread to men-
tion, but that the Honour of our gracious
_Gon, and the Caufe of his Truth, will not
{uffer me to be filent. In the Cau{e ot Gop
then, and from a {incere Concern tor the
Glory of his Great Name, T will menrion
a few ot the Honible B lafphuwes contain-
ed i this Horrible Doérine.  DBut {irft, |
muft warn e¢very one of you that hears, as
yve will anfwer 1t at the Great Day, not to
charge me (as {fome have done) with blaf--

pheming, becaufe I mention the Bla phemy
uf others, And the more you are gricved
with them that do thus blalpheme, {ce thar
ve woaflriie vour Love towards ‘them the maore,
and that your Heart’s Defire, and continual
Vrayer to Gon be, ** Fatker, forgitve then,
“t jor they know ot what 2‘/*’”’1' do.

3. 'This premifed, lct it be obfervid,
F'nat this Doékrine reprcﬁ,nts our Plefled
Cord, Fefus Chii? the Righiesns, the only
u(s"rﬁuz S@.«x of tke Father, j;f/z of Gmce @il
‘Fz.t;}? as an Flvpocrite, a Decceiver of the
Feople, a Man vold of common Sincerity.
P it cannot be de nied, that he cvelywhew
ipeaks, as if be weas mJImg that all Men
hould be faved. Therefore 1o Lty, He was
»it willing that all Men fhould be {aved is

X 1Lpu-*'ent bim as a mere Hypocrite and Dif-
{fembler.
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{fembler. It can’t be denied that the graci-
ous Words which came out of his Mouth,
are full of Invitations to all Sinners. Yo
{fay then, He did not tend to {lave all
Sinners, is to reprefent him as a grofs De-
ceiver of the People. You cannot deny,
that he fays, ¢ Come wunto wme all ye that
““ are weary and beavy laden. ” If then
yvou fay He calls thofe that cannor come,
thofe whom he knows to be unable to come,
thofe whom he can make able to come but
will not, how is it poffible to defcribe greater
“Infincerity ¢ You reprefent him as mocking
his helplefs Creatures, by offering what he
never intends to give. You defcribe him as
laying one Thing, and meaning another: As
pretending the Iove which he had not.
Him iz whofe Mouth was no Guile, you’ll
make full of Deceir, void of common Sin-
cerity : Then efpecially, when drawing nigh
the City, He wept over 2t, and faid, < O
““ Ferufalenn, Fferafalein, Thou that killoff
““ the Prophets, aad flomefl them that arc
“ feut wito Thee ; How often wou'd I have
‘“ gathered thy Children together—and Y
“ wou'p not. = (iliawca x dx Adiancar:)
Now if you fay, They wou'd, but He wort'd
sot, you reprefent him, (which who could
hear 2) as weeping Crocodiles Tears, weep-
ing over the Prey which himfelf had doom’d
0 Deftruttion. * S

| 14. Such
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24. Such Blafphemy this, as one would
think might make the Ears of a Chriftian
to tingle. But there is yet more behind ;
for juft as 1t honours the Son, {o doth this
Do&rine honour the Father. Tt deftroys all
his Arttributes at once. It overturns both
his Juftice, Mercy and Truth. Yea, it re-
prefents the moft Holy Gop as worfe than
th§ Devil; as both more falle, more cruel
and more unjuft. More Falfe ; becaule the
Pevil, Liar as he 1s, hath never faid, ¢ He
“ willeth all Men to be faved.” More Un-
juft, becaufe the Devil cannot, if he wou'd,
be guilty of fuch Tnjuftice as you afcribe to
Gop, when you fay, That Gop condemned
Millions of Souls to everlafting Fire prepa-
red for the Devil and his Angels for conti-
nuing in Sin, which for want of that Grace
He will not give them, they cannot avoid :
And more Cruel, becaufe that unhappy Spi-
rit fecketh Reff and findcth noue 5 {o that his
own reftle{s Mifery 15 a Kind of Tempration
t0o him to tempt others. But Gob weffcth in
bis bigh and Holy Place : So that to {uppofe
Him of his own mere Motion, of his pure
Will and Pleafure, happy as he 1s, to doom
his Crearures whether they will or no, to
endle{s Mifery ; is to 1mpute {uch Crueley
tco Him, as we cannot impute even to the

great Enemy of Gop and Man. It 1s_to
repre{ent



[ 25 ]
reprefent the moft High Gon (He that hath

Ears to hear. let him hear !) as more Cruel,
Falfe, and Unjuft than the Devil.

25. This is the Blafphemy clearly contain-
ed in the Horrible Decree of Predeftination.
And here I fix my Foot. On thisI join If-
{ue with every Aflerter of it. You repre-
{ent Gop as worf{e than the Devil: More
Falle, more Cruel, more Unjuft. ¢ But
you fay you will prove it by Scripture. ”
Hold! What will you prove by Scripture ¢
"That Gop 1s worfe than the Devil 2 It can-
not be. Whatever that Scripture proves,
it never Can prove this. Whatever its true
Meaning be, this cannot be its true Mean-
ing. Do you ask,  What 1s its true
Meaning then 2 ” If I fay, “ I know not,”
you have gain'd nothing. IFor there are
many Scriptures, the true Scenfe whereof
neither you nor I fhall know, tll Death 1s
fwallowed up in Vicory. But this I know,
Better it were to fay, It had no Senfe at
all, than to fay it had {uch a Senile as this,
It cannot mean, whatever it mean befides,
that the Goo of Truth 1s a Liar. Let it
imean what it will, it cannot mean that the
Judge of all the World is unjuft. No Scrip-
tute can mean, that Gop 1s not Love, or
that his Mercy 1s not over all his Works :

'That



[ 26 ]

That 15, Whatever it prove befide, no
Scripture can prove Predeftination.

26. 'This 1s the DBlafphemy for which,
(however 1 love the Perfons who aflert it)
I abhor the Do&rine of Predeftination: A
Do&rine upon the Suppofition of which, if
one could poilibly {uppofe it for a Moment,
(call 1t Ele&tion, Reprobation, or what, you
pleafe, for all comes to the fame Thmg) one
might fay to our Adverfary the Devil,
“ Thou Fool, why doft Thou roar about
¢ any longer 2 Thy lying in Wair for Souls
is as ncedlcfs and ulelels as our Preach-
ing. Heareft thou not, That Gop hath
“ taken Thy Work out of Thy Hands?¢
“ And rhat he doth it much more eile&u-
ally ¢ Thou, with all 'Thy Principalities
aind Powers, canft only {fo affault tharwe
may refift Thee. Bur He can irrefiftibly
‘“ deftroy both Body and Soul in Hell!
“ Thou canft only intice. But His un-
changeable Decree, to leave T houfands
of Souls in Death, compels them to con-
“¢ tinue 1in Sin, till they drop into everlaft-
¢ Burnings. Thou tempteft. He forceth
¢ ys to be damn'd. For we cannot refift
« his Will. Thou Fool, why gocit thou
«« aboutr any longer, feekmo whom Thou
<t ma}:eﬂ- devour ¢ Heareft thou not that
s¢ (Gon 1s the devouring Lion, the De[’rroy-t:

‘“ ero
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er of Souls, the Murderer of Men ¢ Afo-
Joch cauled only Children to pats thro' the
Fire ; And that Fire was {foon quenched:
Or the corruptible Body being confum-
ed, its Torment was at an End. DBut
Gon, Thou arr rold, by his Eternal De-
cree, fixed before they had done Good or
Evil, caules not only Children of a Span
long, but the Parents alfo to pafs thro'
the Fire of Hell: That Fire wbhich ncver
“ fball be quenched ; and the Body which 1s
€ caft thereinto, being now incorruptible
“ and 1mmortal, will be cver confuming,
““ and never confumed : But the Sioke of

their Torment, becaufe it is Gon’'s good

Plealure, afcendeth up for cver and cver”
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27. O how wou'd the Encmy of Gop and
Man rejoice to hear thefe Things were {o!
How wou’d he c¢ry aloud and {pave not!
How wou'd he lift up his Voice and {ay,
“ To your Tents, O ifrae/! Flee from the
“ Face of this Gop, or ye thall utterly pe-
““ rifh. DBurt whither will ye fiec ¢ Inro

Heaven ¢ He 1s there. Down to Hell 2
He 1s there alfo.  Ye cannot flee from an
omniprefent, almighty Tyrant. And whe-
ther ye flece or ftay, I call Heaven his
Lhrone, and Earch his Footr{tool to wit-
nels againft you, ye fhall penfh, ye thall
dic eternally. Sing, O Hell, and rejoice
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ye that are under the Earth ! For Gop,
even the mighty Gop, hath {poken, and
devoted to Death Thoufands of Souls,
trom tize :ifing up of the Sun, unto the go-
ing down thereor. Here, O Death, is thy
Sting! They fhall not, cannot Efcape.
For the Mouth of the Lord hath fpoken
ie.  Here, O Grave, 1s thy Vifory !
Nations yet unborn, or ever they have
done Good or Evil, are doom’d never to
fee the Light of Life, but thou fhalt
gnaw upon them for ever and ever. Let

al tho{: Morning-Stars fing together, who

fell with Lucifer, Son of the Morning.

L et all the Sons of Hell fhout for Joy!
For the Decree 1s paft, and who fhall dif.

annul 1w 7

28. Yea, the Decree is paft. And fo 1t

was before the Foundation of the World.
Put what Decree ¢ Even this: < I awill fet

1 4
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Lefore the Sons of Men, Life and Death,
Bleffing and Curfrng.  And the Soul that
chufeth Life fhall live, as the Soul that
chufeth Death fhall die. ” This Decree,

whereby ¢ whom Gop did forcknow, bc did

Lt e

10

predefiinate, ” was indeed from everlaft-

o: LThis, whereby all who {uffer Chrift

to make them alive, are ¢ FleiZ, accordiing

1

to the Fore-knowledge of Gopn, 7 now

flandeth faff, even as the Moon, and as the

faithful
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Witnefs in Heaven: And when Heaven and
Earth {hall pafs away, yet this thall not pafs
away : for 1t is as Unchangeable and Eter-
nal, as 1s the Being of Gop that gave i
T'his Decree yields the {trongeft Encourage-
ment, to abound in all good Works, and
in all Holinefs: And it 1s a Well-fpring of
Joy, of Happinefs alfo, to our great and end-
lefs Comfort. This is worthy of Gop. It
1s every Way confiftent with all the Per-
fefrions of his Nature. It gives us the no-
bleft View both of his Juftice, Mercy, and
Truth. To this agrees the whole Scope of
the Chriftian Revelation, as well as all the
Parts thereof. To this Adofes and all the
Prophets bear Witnels, and our Blefled Lord
and all his Apoftles. 'Thus Adofes, in the
Name of his Lord, < I call Heaven and
Earth to record againft you this Day, that I
bave fct before you Life and Death, Bleffing
and Curfing 5 therefore chufe Life that thou
and thy Seed may live. ” Thus Ezckiel (to
cite one Prophet for all) ¢ The Sowl that fru-
neth it oall die: The Son fball not bear (eter-
nally) tbe Iniquity of the Fatber, (xviii. 20.)
The Righteoufnsfs of the Righteous [ball be
tpon bim; and the Wickednsfs of the Wicked
foall be upon bim. ” "Thus our Blefled Lord, .
““Af any Man thirfg, let bim come to e
and drink.” (John vii. 37.) Thus his great
Apoftle St. Paul, (A&s xvil 30.) Gob com-

mandet’
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mandeth all Men, every abere, to repent.,
“ All Mca, every where: ~ Every Man
in every Place. without any Exception, ei-
ther of Place or Perfon. "Thus St. Fames,
““ If any of you lack Wifdom, let him ask of
Gobp, who giveth ro all Men liberally, and
upbraideth not, and it (ball le given bin.”
(James 1. 5.)  Lhus St. Peter, 2 Pet. iii. 9.)
The Lovd is - —not willing that any [bould
perifb, but that 2!l fbould come to Repentance :”
And thus St. Fobu, *“ If any Man fin, we
bave an Advocate with the Father,—and be
75 the Propitiation for our Sins: And not for
otirs only, but for the Sins of the whole World.”
(1 Johnii 1, 2.)

29. O hear ye this, ye that torger Gon !
Ye cannot charge your Decath upon him.
Have I any Pleafure at all, that the Wicked
fhorld die, [aith the Lord Gop ¢ (Ezek. xviil,
23. &9¢c. ) Repent and turn from all your
Tranfgreffrons : So luiquity fhall not be your
Ruin.Caft away from you all yourTranfpreffrons;
whereby ye bave tianfgreff.—for why will ye
die, O Houfz of Ifracl 2 for I have wo Pleafure
i the Dearh of liin that dieth, [aith the Lovd
Gon. Whercfore turn yourfelves and live ye”
<« As I live, faith the Lord Gobo, I bave no
Pleafure in the Death of the Wicked.—Tur
e, turn ye from your Evil Ways: For why will
ye die, O Houfz of Ifracl ¢ (Ezek. xxxitl. 11.)

!
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Univerfal Redemption.

E AR, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord,
Father of all Mankind,
Spirit of Love, Eternal Word,
In Myftick Union join’d.

Hear, and infpure my ftammering T-ague,
Exalt my abje& Thought,

Speak from my Mouth a Sacred Song,
Who {pak’{t the World from nought.

Thy darling Attribute I praife
Which all alike may prove,

The Glory of thy boundlefs Grace,
Thy umverfal Love.

Mercy 1 {ing, tranfporting Sound,
'I’he Joy of Earth and Heaven !
Mercy by every Sinner found,
Who takes what Gop hath given.

Mercy for All, thy Hands have made,
Immenfe, and Unconfin’d,

‘Throughout thy every Work difplay’d,
Embracing all Mankind.

Thine Eye furvey’d the fallen Race
Wiere {funk, in Sin they lay,

Their Mifery call’d for all thy Grace,
But Juftice flopp’d. the Way.

- Mercy the fatal Bar remov'd, | ;

Thy only Son it gave,

‘Yo fave a World fo dearly lov'd,
A fintul World to fave, . .

Fou
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For every Man He tafted Death,
He {uffered once for All,

He calls as many Souls as breath,
And all may hear the Call.

A Power to chufe, a Will to obey,
Freely his Grace reftores ;

We all may find the Living Way,
And call the Saviour ours.

Whom his Eternal Mind foreknew,
‘That they the Power would ufe,

Afcribe to Gop the Glory due,
And not his Grace refufe ;

Them, only them, his Will decreed,
Them did He chufe alone,

Ordain'd in Fefus® Steps to tread,
And to be like his Son.

Them, the Ele&, confenting few,
Who yield to proffered Love,

Juftify’d here he forms anew, -
And glorifies Above.

For as in Adam All have dy’d,
- So All 1n Chrif? may live,

May (for the World is juftify’d)
‘His Righteoufnefs receive.

Whoe'er to Gop for Pardon fly,
In Chrifl may be forgiven,

He {peaks to All, < Why will ye dic,
And not accept my Heaven!

No! mthe Death of him that dies,
(Gop by his Life hath fworn)

He is not pleas’d ; but ever cries,

« ‘T'urn, O ye Sinners, turn.

He would that All his Truths fhould OWn,
His Gofpel All embrace,

Be
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Re juftify'd by Faith alone,
And freely fav'd by Grace.

And fhall I, Lord, confine thy Love,
As not to others free ?

And may not every Sinner prove,
The Grace that found out me £

Doubtlefs thro’ one Eternal Now
Thou ever art the fame,

The Univerfal Saviour Thou,
And Frfus is thy Name.

Ho! every one that thirfteth come!
Chufe Life; obey the Word ;

Open your Hearts to'make him Room,
And Banquet with your Lord.

When Gop invites, fhall Man repel ?

Shall Man th’ Exception make i,
¢« Come, freely come, WHOEVER WILL;
. And Living Water Take ! ”

Thou bid'ft ; and would’t Thou bid us chufe,
When purpos’d not to fave?

Command us all a Power to ufc,
Thy Mercy never gave?

Thou can’ft not mock the Sons of Mer,
Invite us o draw nigh, :
Offer thy Grace to All, and then,
* Thy Grace to Moft deny !

Horror to think that Gop is Hate!
Fury in Gop can dwell,

Go p could an helplcels World create,
To thruft them into Hell !

Doom them an endlefs Déath to die,
From which they could not flee,
No Lord! thine Inmoft Bowels cry,

Againft the Dire Decree !
| D

Believs
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Believe wlho will that Human Pain,
Pleafing to Gobp can prove :

Let Moloet {eaft him with the Slain,
Our Gop, we know, is Love.

Lord, if indeed, without a Bound,
Infinite Love Thou art,

The HorRrRIBLE DEcrEE confound,
Enlarge thy People’s Heart !

Ah! Who 1s as thy Servants blind,
Sa to misjudge their Gop !

ocatter the Darknefs of their Mind,
And fhed thy Love abroad.

Give them Conceptions, worthy Thee,

Give them in fefic's Face,
Thy merciful Defign tb fee,
Thy ail-redeceming Grace.

Stir up thy Strength, and help us, Lord,

The Prcachers multiply,

Send forth thy Light, and give the Word,

And let the Shadows fly.

Oh'! 1f thy Spirit fend forth me,
The meanelt of the Throng,

I'll fing thy Grace divinely free,
And tcach Mankind the Song.

Grace will 1 fing, thro’ Fe/x’s Name,
On All Mankind beftow’d ;

"The everlafting Truth proclaim,
And feal that Truth with Bloed.

Come then, thou all-embracing Love,
Our frozen Bofom warm ;

Dilating Iire within us move,
With Truth and Mecknefs arm.

Let us triumphantly ride on,
And mere than Conquerors prove.

L

Mightily
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“x7ith Meeknefs bear th> Oppofers dowi,
And bind with Cords of Love.

Shine in our Fearts Father of Light,
Fefu thy Beams ympart,

Spirit of Tyuth our Minds unite,
And make us one in kleart.

Then, only then our Eyes fhall {ce
Thy promis’d Kingdom comc 3
And every Heart by Grace {et free,
Shall make the Saviour Room.

Thee every Tongue fhall then confefs,
And every Knee fhall bow. |

Come quickly, Lord, we wait thy Grace,
We long to meet Thee now. |




