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Mgz N of Reafor and Religion.
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I. &2 &3 Lruo’ it is with us & wery fimall thing
”,l ‘—E‘“\%\g to be Judged of You, or of ﬂ*ﬁm’:; jfa'r({s{—
SN RANS, 72¢nt, feeing we know Gobp will maie
?_}W;E—@ our INNOCENCY as clear as the L::gér,
) ;’:g!; s and our JUST DEALING as the Noon-

| Day ; yet are we ready to give any that
are willing to hear, a plain Account both of our Princi-
ples and A&ions: As having renonnced the bidden Things
of Shame, and defiring nothing more, than by Manifefia-
tion of the Truth to commend ourfelves to every Man's Con-

Jcience in the Sight of GoD.

;i

2. We {ee (and who does not ?) the numberlefs Follies
and Miferies of our Fellow Creatures. We fee on every
Side either Men of no Religion at all, or Men of a life-
lefs, formal Religion. We are griev’d at the Sight, and
fhould greatly rejoice, if by any means we might con-
vince fome, that there is a better Religion to be attained,
a Religion worthy of GO D that gave it. And this we
conceive to be no other than Love ; the Love of G O D
and of all Mankind ; the loving Gop with all our Heart,
and Soul, and Strength, as having firft loved zs, as the
Fountain of all the Good we have receiv’d, and of all
we ever hope to enjoy ; and the loving every Soul which
Gop hath made, every Man on Earth, as our own Soul.

A =z 3. This
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2. This Love we believe to be the Medicine of Life
the never-failing Remedy, for all the Evils of a diforder’d
World, for all the Miferies and Vices of Men. Wher-
ever this is, there are Virtue and Happinefs, going hand
in hand. There is Humblenefs of Mind, Gentlenels,
Long-{uftering, the whole Image of G O D, and at the
iame time a Peace that pafleth all Underftanding, and
Joy unfpeakable and full of Glory.

¢ Eternal Sunfbine of the [potlef; Diind ;
Each Pray'r accepted, and each Wik refion’d
Defires compofed, Affellions ever even,

Tears that delight, and Sighs that avaft to Heav'nl

4. This Religion we long to fec eftablifhed in the
Woild, a Religion of Love and Joy and Peace, having
ats Seat in the Heart, in the inmoft Soul, but ever fhew-
ing 1itlelf by its Fruits, continually {pringing forth not
only 1n all Innocence, (for Love worketh no Il to his
Neighbour) but likewife in every kind of Beneficence,
ipreading Virtue and Happinefs all around it.

5. This Religion have we been following after for |

many Years, as many know if they would teftify : But
all this Time, fecking Wifdom we found it not; we
were fpendmg our Strewrth in vain. And being now
under full Convi@ion of thls we declare it to all Man-
kind: For we defire not that others fhould wander out
of the Way, as we have dcone before them ; but rather
rhat they may profit by our Lofs, that they may go
{tho’ we did not, having then no Man to guide us) the
iireighit Way to the Religion of Love, even by Farra.

6, Now FaiTn ({‘uppmmg the Scripture to be of Gop)

is reafi ooy f?u—f > » Bhﬁwayﬁvwlf, the Demonfirative
{ividence of Thmgs unfeen, the {upernatural FEvidence
of Things invifible, not percewable by Eyes of Flefh,
nr by any of our Natural Senfes or Faculties. Faira is
th'*‘: Divine Evidence, whercby the {piritual Man dif-
cerneth G O D and the Things of GOD It i1s with
Regard to the Spiritual World, what Senfe is with Re-

oard
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Mon of Reafon and Relizion. 5

card to the Natural. It is the Spiritual Senfation of
every Soul that 1s born of G O D,

7. Perhaps you have not confider’d it in this View;
I will then explain 1t a Iittle further.

Farru, according to the {criptural Account, is the
Eye of the new-born Soul. Hereby every true Belie-
ver in GO D feeth bim avho is invifible.  FHereby (in a
more particular Manner, fince Life and lmmortality
have been brought to Light by the Gofpel) he /fecth the
Light of the Glory of Gavin the Faceof J[Esus CHRrIST ;
'and, beholdeth avhat Manner of Love it is, aubich the
v Father hath beflown’d wpon us, that awe (who are born of
the Spirit) fbould be call’d the Sons of GO D.

It is the Ear of the Soul, whereby a Sinner beais the
Voice of the Son of GOLD and /ives ; even that Voice
- which alone wakes the Dead, Sown, 2hy Sius are forpi-

wen thee.

It is (if I may be allow’d the Expreflion) the Palate
of the Soul: For hereby a Believer rafles the good Ward,
and the Pozvers of the W orld to come 5 and, hbereby be
both tafles and fees that G OD is gracions, yea, and mer-
ciful to bim a Sinner. '

It is the Feeling of the Soul, whereby a Believer
perceives, thro’ the Powver of the Higheft overfbadoiving
bim, both the Exiftence and the Prefence of him, in
whom be lives, mowes, ard bas bis Reing; and 1ndaced:
the whole Inviflible World, the entire Syitem of Things
Eternal. And hereby, in particular, he feels 24¢ Lowve

of GOD fbed abroad in bhis Heart.

8. By this FarTn ave are faved from all Uneafinefs of
Mind, from the Anguifh of a wounded Spirit, from
Difcontent, from Fear, and Sorrow of Heart, and from
that mexpreflible Liftlefncfs and Wearinefs, both of the
World and of ourfelves, which we had fo helplefly la-
boured under for many Years ; efpecially when we were
out ot the Hurry of the World, and funk into calm.
RefleGiion.  In this we find that Love of GOD, and
of all Mankind, which we had elfewhere fought in
vamn. This we krow and fecl, and therefore cannot

A g but
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but declare, {aves every onc that partakes of 1t, both
from Sin and M Iifery, from every unhappy and cvery
unholy Temper.

““ Soft Pcace fFe Erings, avherever fhe arrivves,
She builds our Luict, as fhe forms our Lives;
Lays the rough Paths of peevifp Natuire cven,
And opens in each Breaft a little Heaven.>’

0. If you afk, ¢ Why then have not all Men this
Faith? All at lecaft who conceive it to be {o happy a
Thing? Why do they not believe immedately ? "’
We anfwer, (on thg Scripture Hypothefis) Jr 75 the Gif#
of GOD. No Man is able to worl it in himfelf. It
1s a Work of Omnipotence. It requires no lefs Power
thus to quicken a dead Soul, than to raife a Body that
lies in the Grave. It is a new Creation; and none can
create a Soul anew, but he who at firft created the Hea-
vens and the Earth.

10. May not your own Experience teach you this ?
Can you give yourfelf this Farra? Is it now In your
Power to {ee, orhear, or tafte, or feel Gop? Have you

already, or can you raife in yourfelf any Perception of
Gon, or of an Invifible World ? T fuppofe you do not
den}f that there 1s an invifible World : You will not
charge it in poor old Hefzsd, to Chriftian Prejudice of E-
ducation, when he {fays, in thofe well-known Words,

Millions of Spiritual Creatures avalt the Earth
Unfeen, avhether ave wake, or if ave fleep.

Now, is there any Power in your Soul, whereby you
difcern either thefe, or him that created them ? Or, can
all your Wildom and Strength open an Intercourfe be-
tween yourfelf and the World of Spirits P Is 1t in your
Yower to burft the Veil that 1s on your Heart, and let
i1 thie Light of Eternity ? You know it is not.  You
not on:y dao not, but cannot {by your own Strength)
thus believe. 'IT'he more you labour {o to do, the more

you will be convinced, fziszhe Gifi of GO D.
11 It
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11. Itis the firee Gift of G O D, which he beftows,

not on thofe who are aorthy of his Favour, not on fuch
as are previonfly boly, and {o fir to be crown’d with all
the Bleflings of his Goodnefs : But on the ungodly and
unholy ; on thofe who till that Hour were jf# only for

everlafting Deftru&tion; thofe in whom was no good
thing, and whofe only Plea was, GO D, é¢ merfgﬁt[ te
e (2 Sz'mzer. No Merit, no Goodnefs in Man precedes
the forgiving Love of GO D. His pardoning Mercy
{fuppofes nothing in us but a Senfe of mere Sin and Mi-
fery : And to all who fee, and feel, and own their
Wants, and their utter Inability to remove them, GOD
freely gives FaiTu, for the Sake of him 7z awbom be is
always avell pleafed.

2. This 1s a fhort rude Sketch of the Doltrine we
teach. ‘Thefe are our fundamental Principles ; and we
{fpend our Lives in confirming others herein, and ina
Behaviour {uitable to them:.

Now, if you are a reafonable Man, although you do
not believe the Chriftian Syftem to be of G OD, lay
your Hand upon your Breaft, and calmly conﬁder
What it is that you can here condemn ? What Evil
have we done to yox, that yox fhould join the common
Cry againft us? Why thould yox fay, Awway «with fuch
Fellows from the Earth: It is not fir that they fbould

live @

13. “Tis true, your Judgment does not fall in with
ours. We believe the Scripture to be of GOD. This
you do not believe. And how do you defend your-
felves againft them who urge you with the Guiit of Un-
belief ? Do you not fay, ¢ Every Man mu«/ judge ac-
cording to the Light he has, and thatif he be true to
this he ought not to be condemn’d > Keep then to
this, and turn the Tables. M #/# not ave alfo judge ac-
cording to the Light we have ? You can in no wife con-
demn s, without involving your/fec/ves in the {ame Con-
demnation. According to “the Light awe have, we can-
not but believe the Scripture 1s of GOD ; and, while

We
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we believe this, we dare not turn afide from 1t, to the
Right Fand, orto the Left.

4. Let us confider this Point a Iittle farther. You
yourfelf beheve there 1sa GO D. You have the Wit-
nefs of this i your own Breaft. Perhaps {fometimes
you tremble before him. You believe there 1s fuch a
T'hing as Right and Wrong, that there 1s a Difterence
betwecen Moral Good and Evil. Of Confequence you
muit allow, there 1s {fuch a Thing as Confcience : 1
mean, that every Per{on, capable of Refletion, is con-
{cious to himfelf, when he looks back on any thing he
has done, whether it be good or evil. You muft like-
wifc allow, that every Man 1s to be guided by his own
Conicience, not another’s. ‘Thus far, doubtlefs, you
may go, without any Danger of being a Folunteer ir

15. INow then, be confiftent with yourfelf. If there
be a G O D, who being juft and good, (Attributes infe-
parable from the very Idea of G O D) 15 2 Reavarder of
then that diligently feck bim, ought we not to do what-
ever we believe will be acceptable to {fo good a Matfter?
Obferve : If we belicve, if we are fully perfuaded of
this in our own Mind, ought we not thus to feek him ?
and that with all Diligence ? Elfe, how fhould we ex-
pect any Reward at his Hands ?

16. Again: Ought we not to do what we believe is
morally Good, and to abflain from what we judge 1s
Fvil? By Good I mean, conducive to the Good of
Mankind, tending to advance Peace and Good-will a-
mong Men, promotive of the Happinefs of our Fellow
Creatures ; and by Evil, what is contrary thereto.
Then {urcly you cannot condemn our endeavouring,
after our Power, to make Mankind happy; (1 now
fpeak only with regard to the prelent World) our ftriv-
ing, as we can, to leflen their Sorrows, and to teach
them i what{oever State they are, therewith to be con-

tent.,
1= Yt
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17. Yet again. Are we to be guided by our oz
Confcience, or by that of otber Men ? ¥You {urely will
not {ay, that any Man’s Conicience can preclude mine.
You, at leaft, will not plead for robbing #s, of what
you fo ftrongly claim for yourfelves. I mean, the
Right of Private Judgment, which 1sindeed unalienable
from Reafonable Creatures. Yoz well know, that un-
lefs we faithfully follow the Diftates of our 02wz Mind,
we cannot have a Conicience void of Oftence toward
Gop and toward Man,

18. Upon your own Principles therefore you muft
allow us to be, at leaft, zmnocenz. Do you find any
Difficulty in this ? You{peak much of Prepofieifion and
Prejudice, beware you are not intangled therein your-
felves. Are you not prejudiced againft us, becaufe we
believe and ftrenuoufly defend that Syftem of Dodtrines
which you oppofe? Are you not Enemies to us, be-
caufe you take it for granted we are fo to yoz 2 Nay,
God forbid ! I once faw one, who, from a plentiful
Fortune, was reduced to the loweft Extremity. He was
lying.on a fick Bed, in violent Pain, without even con-
venient Food, or one Friend to comfort him ; {o that
when his merciful Landlord, to compleat all, fent one
to take his Bed from under him, I wasnot furprized at
his Attempt to put an End to fo miferable a Life.
Now, when I faw that poor Man, weltering in his
Blood, could I be angry at him? Surely no. No
more can I at yox. 1 canno more hate than I can envy
you. I can only lift up my Heart to God for yox, (as
I did then for him) and, with filent Tears, befeech the
Father of Mercies, that he would look on you in your
Blood, and {fay unto you, Live.

19. ¢ Sir, (faid that unhappy Man, at my firft In-
terview with him) I {corn to deceive you or any Man.
You muft not tell »¢ of your Bible; for I don’t belteve
one Word of it. I know there 1s a GOD, and be-
Lieve he 1s all in all, the Awima Mundi, the

“waftam

Mens agitans molem, & magno fe corpore mifcens.”’
““ But
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ve believe this, we dare not turn afide from it, to the
Right Hand, or to the Leit.

14. Let us confider this Point a little farther. You
yvourfelt believe there1is a G O D. You have the Wit-
nefs of this in your own Breaft. Perhaps fometimes
you tremble before him. You believe there 1s {uch a
‘Thing as Right and Wrong, that there 1s a Difterence
between Moral Good and Evil. Of Confequence you
muft allow, there is {fuch a Thing as Confcience : 1
mean, that every Perfon, capable of Reflection, is con-
{cious to himfelf, when he looks back on any thing he
has done, whether 1t be good or evil. You mutit like-
wife allow, that every Man is to be guided by his own
Conicience, not another’s. Thus far, doubtlefs, you
may go, without any Danger of being a Volunteer iz

EFarrym.

15. Now then, be confiftent with yourlelf. If there
be a G O D, who being juft and good, (Attributes infe-
parable from the very Idea of G O D) 15 a Rewvarder of
them that diligently feck hizn, ought we not to do what-
cver we believe will be acceptable to fo good a Maliter?
Obferve : If we belicve, if we are fully perfuaded of
this in our own Mind, ought we not thus to {feek him ?
and that with all Diligence ? Elfe, how fhould we ex-
pect any Reward at his Hands ?

16. Again: Ought we not to do what we believe 1s
morally Good, and to abflain from what we judge 1s
Evil? By Good I mmean, conducive to the Good of
Mankind, tending to advance Peace and Good-will a-
mong Men promotive of the Happinels of our Fellow
C‘matmed, and by Evil, what is contrary thercto.
'T'hen {urely you cannot "condemn our endeavouring,
after our Power, to make Mankind happy; (I now
fpeik only with regard to the prefent World) our ftriv-
ing, as we can, to leflen their Sorrows, and to teach
them in whatfoever State they are, ther ewith to be con-

tent,
17 Yot
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17. Yet again. Are we to be guided by owr oaw
Conicience, or by that of other Nen 2 You furely will
not fay, that any Man’s Con{cience can preclude misne.
You, at leaft, will not plead for robbing xs, of what
you {fo ftrongly claim for yourfelves. 1 mean, the
Right of Private Judgment, which isindeed unalienable
from Reafonable Creatures. Yoz well know, that un-
le{fs we faithfully follow the Dictates of oxr oavnz Mind,

we cannot have a Confcience void of Offence toward
Gop and toward Man,

18. Upon your own Principles therefore you muft
allow us to be, at leaft, Zwnocezz. Do you find any
Difficulty in this ? You{peak much of Prepofieflion and

rejudice, beware you are not intangled therein your-
felves. Are you not prejudiced againft us, becaufe we
believe and ftrenuoufly defend that Syftem of Doétrines
which you oppofe? Are you not Enemies to s, be-
caufe you take it for granted we are {o to you 2 Nay,
God forbid! I once faw one, who, from a plentiful
Fortune, was reduced to the loweft Extremity. He was
lying on a {fick Bed, in violent Pain, without even con-
venient I'ood, or one Friend to comfort him ; {o that
when his merciful Landlord, to compleat all, {fent one
to take his Bed from under him, I was not {furprized at
his Attempt to put an End to {e miferable a Life.
Now, when I faw that poor Man, weltering in his
Blood, could I be angry at him? Surely no. No
more can I at yox. I canno more hate than I canenvy
you. I can only lift up my Heart to God for yoz, (as
I did then for him) and, with filent Tears, befeech the
Father of Mercies, that he would look on you in your
Blood, and fay unto you, Liwve.

19. ¢ Sir, ({aid that unhappy Man, at my firft In-
terview with him) I {fcorn to deceive you or any Man.
You muft not tell e of your Bible; for I don’t belreve
one Word of it. I know there 1s a GOD, and be-
lieve he 1s all in all, the Auima Mundi, the

““waflam

Mens agitans molem, & magno fe corpore mifcens.”’
‘‘ But
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¢ But farther than this, I believe not; all 1s qark; my
Thought 1s loft. - But I hear (added he) you preach to
a great Number of People every INight and Morning.
Pray, what would you do with them? Whither would
you lead them? What Religion do you preach? What
1s it good for?’’ I replied, ““ 1 ab preach to as many
as defire to hear, every Night and Morning. You afk,
““« What I would do with them?’” I would make them
virtuous and happy, ealy in themfifelves, and ufeful to
others. ¢ Whither would I lead them?’ To Heaven:
to GOD the Judge, the Lover of all, and to JEsus
the Mediator of the New Covenant. < What Reli-
gion I preach?’” The Religion of Love; the Law of
Kindnefs brought to ILight by the Gofpel. ¢ What
15 this good for?’” 'T'o make all who recelve 1t enjoy
(G O D and themfelves: To make them like GOD;
Lovers of all; contented in thewr Lives; and crying
out at their Death, mn calm Aflurance, O Grawve, avhere
is thy Fictory! 'Thanks be unto G O D, who giveth
ne the Victory, thro’ sy Lorp JEsus CHRisT.”’

20. Will you objeét to {fuch a Religion as this; that
it 15 not Reafonable? Is it not reafonable then to love
GOD? Hath he not given you Life and Breath, and
all "Things? Does he not ftill continue his Love to
you, flling your Heart with Food and Gladnefs ? What
have you which you have not receiv’d of him? And
does not Love demand-a Return of Love? Whethes
therefore you 4o love G- (™D or no, you cannot but
own ’tis reafonable fo to do ;. nay, feeing he is the Pa-
rent of all Good, to love Him with all your Heart.

21. Is 1t not reafonable alfo to love our Neighbour?
Every Man whom GOD hath made? Are we not Bre-
thren? T'he Children of one Father ? Ought we not
then to love one another? And, fhould we only love
them that love us?  Is that aéting likke our Father which
15 1n Heaven? He caufeth his Sun to thine on the Evil
and on the Good, and fendeth Rain on the Juft and on
the Unjuft. And can there be a more equitable Rule
of our Love, than thon fhalt love thy Neighbour as thy-

(elF 2
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felf? Youwill plead for the Reafonablenefs of this ; as

alfo for that golden Rule, (the only adequate Meafure
of Brotherly Love, in all our Words and Ac¢tions)
Whatfoever ye wonld that Men fhonld do unto you, even
fo do unto them.

22. Is it not reafonable then, that as we have Op-
portunity, we fhould do Good unto all Men ? Not
only Friends but Enemies ; not only to the Deferving,
but likewife to the Evil and Unthankful. Is it not right
that all our Life fhould be one continued Labour of
Love? If a Day pafles without doing Good, may one
not well {ay, with T7rus, * Admici, diem perdidi! And
is 1t enough, to feed the Hungry, to clothe the naked,
to viiit thole who are fick or in Prifon? Should we have
no Pity for thofe

‘Who figh beneath Guilt’s borrid Stain,
Theavorft Confinement und the bheaviefp Chain 2

Should we fhut up our Compaflion toward thofe who
are of all Men moft miferable, becaufe they are mi-
ferable by their own Fault? If we have found a Me-
dicine to heal even that Sicknefs, fhould we not, as we
have freely receiv’d’ it, freely give? Should we not
pluck them as Brands out of the Fire? The Fire of
Luft, Anger, Malice, Revenge? Your inmoft Soul an-
{fwers, It fhould be done; it is reafonable in the higheft
Degree. Well, thisis the Sum of our Preaching, and
of our Lives, our Enemies themfelves being the Judges.
If therefore you allow, that it is reafonable to love
Gop, to love Mankind, and to do Good to all Men,
you cannot but allow; that Religion which we preach
and live to be agreeable to the higheft Reafon.

23. Perhaps ¢¢all this you' can bear. [t is tolerable
enough; and if we {poke only of being fawed by Lowe,
you fhould have no great Objeltion ; but you do not

* My Friends, I hawve loff a Day!
com-
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comprchend what we fay of being fawed &y FarTu.”
I know you do not. You do not in any Degree com-
prehend what we mean by that Expreflion; have Pa-
ticince then, and I will tell you yet again. By thofe
Words, ave are fawed 6y Farra, we mean, that the
Moment a Man receives that Farrua which is above
defcribed, he i1s faved from Doubt and Fear, and Sor-
row of Heart, by a Peace that pafies all Underftand-
ing ; from the Heavinefs of a wounded Spirit, by Joy
unipeakable ; and from his Sins, of what{oever Kind
they were ; from his vicious Defires, as well as Words

and Actions, by the Love of Gop and of all Mankind,
" then fhed abroad in his Heart.

24. We gvant nothing is more unreafonable, than
to mmagine that fuch mighty Effeéts as thefe can be
wrougit by that poor, empty, infignificant thing which
the World calls FarTh, and you among them. But
fuppoling there be {uch a Farrn on the Earth, as that
which the Apoftle {peaks of, fuch an Intercourfe be-
tween GO D and the Soul, What is too hard for fuch
a IFFartii? You yourfelves may conceive, that a//
Thirgs are poffible to bim that thus believerh: To him that
thus aualtks auith G O D, that 1s now a Citizen of Hea-
ven, an Inhabitant of Eternity. If therefore you will
contend with #s, you mult change the Ground of your
Attack. You muft flatly deny there is any FarTs upon
Earth: But perhaps this you might think too large a
Step. You cannot do this, without a {ecret Condemna-
tion m your own Breaft, O that you would at length
cry to GO D for that heavenly Gift ! whereby alcne
this truly Reafonable Religion, this Beneficent Love of
GOD and Man, can be planted in your Heart.

25. If you fay, ¢ But thofe that profefs this Farru
are the moft unreafonable of all Men;>* Task, ¢ Who
are thofe that profefs this Fartu ?>® Perhaps you do
not perfonally know fuch a Man in the World. Who
are they that {o much as profefs to have #bis Ewidence
oi- Things not feen ? 'T'hat profefs to fee him that is
invifible £ "T'0 hear the Voice of GOD, and to have

bhis
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his Spirit ever awitneffing with their Spirvits, that they are
the Children of Gop? 1 fear you will find few that even
profefs #his Faith, among the large Numbers of thofe
who are called Believers.

- 26. ‘¢ However, there are enough that profefs them-
{fclves Chriftians.”” Yea, too many, GOD knoweth;
too many that confute their vain Profeflions, by the
whole Tenour of their Lives. I will allow all you can
{fay on this Head, and perhaps more than all. ’lis
now {ome Years fince I was engaged unawares in a
Converfatiorz with a firong Reafoner, who at firft urg-
ed the Wiclcednefs of the American Iidians, as a Bar to
our Hope of converting them to Chriftianity. But when
I mentioned their Temperance, Juftice, and Veracity,
(according to the Accounts I had then receiv’d) it was
alk’d, << Why, if thofe Heathens are fuch Men as
thefe, what will they gain by being made Chriftians?
What would they gain by being fuch Chriftians as we
fee every where round about us?’” I could not deny,
they would Lofe, not gain, by fuch a Chrittianity as this.
Upon which fhe added, ¢ Why, what elfc do you
mean by Chriftianity >’ My plain Anfwer was, ¢ What
do you apprehend to be more valuable than Good Senfe,
Good Nature, and Good Manners? Allthefe are con-
tained, and that in the higheft Degree, in what I mean
by Chriftianity. Good Senfe (fo called) is but a poor,
dim Shadow of what Chriftians call FaiTu. Good Na-
ture is only a faint, diftant Refemblance of Chriftian
Charity. And Good Manners, if of the moft finithed
Kind that N ature affiffted by Art can attain to, is but a
dead Pié¢ture of that Holinefs of Converfation, which
is the Image of GOD vilibly exprefs’d. All thefe put
together by the Art of GOD, I call Chriftianity.””
‘“ Sir, if this be Chriftianity, (faid my Opponent in
Amaze) I never faw a Chriitian in my Life.>’

27. Perhaps it is the fame Cafe with yox. If {0, 1
am grieved for you, and can only wifh, 'tll you do
{ce a living Proof of this, that you would not fay, yez
Jee a Chriftian. For this is Scriptural Chriftianity, and

b this
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this alone. ‘Whenever therefore you fce an unrcafona-
bie Man, you{ee one who perhaps ca//s him{cif by that
Name, butis no moere a Chrifiiar than he is an Axgel.
So far as he departs from true, genuine Reafon, {o far
he departs from Chriftianity. Do not fay, this is only
aflerted, not proved. It 1s undeniably proved by the
Original Charter of Chrittianity.  We appeal to this,
to the Written Word. If any Man’s Temper or Words,
or Altions, are contradiftory to right Reafon ; it is
evident to a Demonftration, they are contradittory to
this. Produce any, poilible or conceivable Inftance,
and you will find the Faét is fo. 'The Lives therefore

of thofe who are called Chriftians, 1s no juft Objeétion
to Chriftianity.

28. We join with you then in defiring a Religion
founded on Reafon, and every Way agreeable thereto.
But one Queftion ftill remains to be afked, What do
vou mean by Reafon? 1 fuppofe you mean the Eter-
nal Reafon, or, the NNature of Things: The Nature
of GOD, and the Nature of Man, with the Relations
neceflarily {ubfifting between them. Why, this is the
very Religion ave preach : A Religion evidently foun-
ded on, and every Way agreeable to Eternal Reafon,
to the eflential Nature of Things. Its Founcation
ftands on the Nature of GOD and the Nature of Man,
together with their mutual Relations. And it 1s every
Way {uitable thereto: To the Nature of GOD; for
it begins in knowing him, (and where but In the true
Knowledge of GOD can you conceive true Religion to
begin?) It goes on in loving him, and all Mankind,
(for you can’t but imitate whom you love:) It ends in
{ferving*him ; in doing his Will; in obeying Him whom
we know and love.

It is every Way f{uited to the Natuie of Man ; for
it begins in Man’s knowing himfclf ; knowing himfelf
to be what he really 1s, foolith, vicious, miferable. It
coes on to point out the Remedy for this, to make him
truly wife, virtuous, and happy; as every thinking
Mind (perhaps from {fome nnplicit Remembrance of
what 1t originally was) longs to be.

It
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It finifhes ali, by reftoring the due Relations between.
GOD and Man; by uniting for ever the tender Fa-
ther, and the grateful, opedient Son; the Great Lorp
of all, and the faithful Servant, doing not his own
Will, but the Wil of Hizn that {fent hum.

30. but perhaps by Realon you mean, the Faculty
of Reaioning, of inferring cre thing from another.

‘There are many, it is confefs’d (particularly thofe
who are ftiled Myltick Divines) that utterly decry the
Ule of Reafon, thus underftocd, in Religion: Nay,
that condemn all Reafoning concerning the Things of
G O D, as utterly deftructive of true Religion.

But we can in no wife agree with this. We find no
Authority for it in Holy Writ. So far from it, that
we find there both our Lorp and his Apoftles contin-
ually reafoning with their Oppofers. l\ﬁzither do we
know, in all the Produéiions of antient and modern
‘T'imes, fuch a Chain of IReafoning or Argumentation,
{o clofe, fo folid, {fo regularly conneted, as the Epiftle:
to the Hebrewws. And the ftrongeft Reafoner whom we
have ever obferv’d (excepting only Jesus of Nazareth)
was that Pau/ of Tarfiis; the fame who has left that
plain Direfion for alf Chrittians, 5z Malice, or Wick-
ednefs, be ye Children ; but in Underflanding, or Reafon,
oe ye Men. '

31. We therefore not only allow, but earneftly exhost
all who feek after true Religion, to ufe all the Reafon
which GO D hath given them, in fearching out the:
Things of GOD. But your Reafoning juftly not only
on this, but on any Subje& what{oever, prefuppofes
True Fudgments already formed, whereon to ground:
your Argumentation. Ele, you know, you will fftum-
ble at every Step: Becaufe ex fzlfo non fequitur werunms.
It is impofiible, if your Premifes are falfe, to infer
from them true Conclufions.

32. You know likewife, that before it is poilible for
you to form a True Fudgment of them, it is abfolutely
neceflary, that you have a cdlear Apprebenfion of the

B z: Thingg-
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Things of GOD, and that your Ideas thercof be all
Six'd, diftinl, and determinare. And {eemg our ldeas
are not mnate, but muft all originally come from our
Senfes, it 1s certainly neceflary that you have Serfes ca-
pable of difcerning Objeéts of this kind. Not thofe
only which are called Natural Senfes, which in this
Refpelt profit nothing, as being altogether incapable of
difcerning Objects of a Spiritual Kind; but Spiritzal
Senfes, exercied to difcern Spiritual Good and Evil. It
1s neceflary that you have #be Hearing Ear, and the
Seerng Eye, emphatically {o called 5 that you have a
new Clafs of Senfes opened in your Soul, not depend-
ing on Organs of Flefh and Bloqd, to be the Ewidence
of Things not {een, asyour Bodily Senfes are of Vifible
Things; to be the Avenues to the Invifible World ; to
diicern Spiritual Objeéts, and to furmifh you with Ideas
of what the outward Eye bath not feen, neither the Ear
heard.

23. And till you have thefe Zuternal Senfes, till the
Eyes of your Underftanding are open’d, you can have
no Apprebenfion of Divine Things, no fdea of them at
all.  Nor confequently, till then can you either judpe
truly, or reafon juftly concerning them: Seeing your
Reafon has no Ground whereon to fiand, no Materials
to work upon.

34. 10 ufe the trite Inftance. As you cannot reafon
concerning Colours, if you have no Naztural Sight, be-
caufe all the Jdeas received by your other Senfes are of
a different kind ; {o that neither your Hearing, nor any
otber Senfe, can {upply your Want of Sighs, or furnifh
your Reafon in this refpeét with Matter to work upon:
So you cannot reafon concerning Spiritual Things, if
you have no Spiritual Sight ; becauie 21l your Ideas re-
ceived by your Outavard Sernfes are of a different kind.
Yea, far more different from thofe received by Yarrtn
or Internal Senfation, than the Idea of Colour from that
of Sound. 'Thefe are only different Species of one Ge-
nus, namely, {enfible Ideas, received by External Sen-

fation: Whereas the Ideas of Farru difter zoso genere
" from
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from thofe of External Senfationz. So that it is not con-
ceivable that External Senfation thould fupply the Want
of Iuternal Senfes ; or furnifh your Rea/or in this Refpelt
with Matter to work upon.

35. What then will your Reafon do here? How
will it pafs from Things Natural to Spintual? From the
Things that are feen to thofe that are not feen? From
the Vifible to the Invifible World? What a Gulph is
here? By what Art will Reafon-get over the immenie
Chafm? This cannot be till the Almighty come in to-
your Succour, and give you that Faira you have hi-
therto defpifed. Then upborn as it were on Eagle’s:
Wings, you fhall foar away into the Regions of Hter-
nity ; and your enlighten’d. Reafon fhall explore even
the deep Things of GO Dy, (xO D himielf revealivg thews-

to you by bis Spirit.

36. I expefted to have received much Light on this
Head, from a T'reatife lately publith’d and earneftly re-
commended to me, I mean, Chriftiarnity not founded on
Argument. Buat on a careful Perufal of that Piece, not-
withitanding my Prejudice in its I"avour, I could not.
but perceive, that the great Defign, uniformly purfued
throughout the Work, was to render the whole of
the Chriftian Inftitution, both odious and contemntible..
In order to this, the Author gleans up with great Care
and Diligence, the moft plaufible of thofe many Ob-
jeCtions that have been raifed agamnft it by late Writers,
and propofes them with the utmoft Strength of which.
he was capable. 'To do this with the more Effelt,
he perfonates a Chriitian: He makes a Shew of de-
fending an avowed Doétrine of Chrniitianity, namely,
the Supernatural Influence of the Spirit of GO D; and
often, for {everal Sentences together, (indeed in the
Beginning of almoflt every Paragraph) {peaks fo e =
Chriffian, that nota few have recerved him according:
to his With, - Mean while with all poflible A¢ and.
Stow of Reafor, and in the moft labour’d Languagpe
he purfues his Point throughout, which i1s to prove,
¢ That Chriftianity is contrary to Reafon ;> or, “ That

i3 o
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no Man afting according to the Principles of Reafon,
can poilibly be a Chriitian.”’

27. Itis a wonderful Proof of the Powcr that fmooth
Words may have even on lerious Minds, that {fo many
have miflook fuch a Writer as this for a Friend of Chri-
flianity : Since almoft every Page of his T'ralt is filled
with grofs FFalthood and broad Blafphemy : And thefe
fupported by {uch exploded Fallacies, and Common-place
Sophiftry, that a Per{fon of two or three Years ftanding
in the Univerfity, might give them a fuficient Anfwer,
and make the Author appear as 7srational/ and con-
temptible as he labours to make CuRrisT and his
Apottles,

38. I have hitherto {poken to thofe, chiefly, who
do not receive the Chriftian Syftem asof GOD. I
would add a few Words to another fort of Men ; (tho’
riot {0 much with regard to oxr Principles or Praétice,
as with regard to their o : ) To you who 4 receive
it, who believe the Scripture, but yet do not take upon
vou tine Character ot Religious Men. 1 am therefore
obliged to addrefs myfelf to you likewife under the
Charalter of Men of Reafon.

39. I would only ask, Are you fuch indeed ? Do
you anfwer the Character under which you appear? If
{o, you are confiftent with yourfelves. Your Princi-
ples and Practice agree together.

Let us try whether this is {o or not. Do you not
take the Name of GOD in vain ? Do you remember
the Sabbath-day to keep it holy ? Do you not {peak evil
of the Ruler of your People ? Are you not a Drunk-
ard, or a Glutton, faring as {umptuoufly as you can
every Day ? Making a God of your Belly ? Do you
not avenge yourfelt ? Are you not a Whoremonger or
Adulterer ? Aniwer plainly to your own IHeart, before
GO D the Judge of all.

Why then do you f{ay, you believe the Scripture ¢
If the Scripture 1s true, you are loft. You are in
the broad Way that leadeth to Deflruftion. Your

Damnation
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Damnation flumbereth not. You are beaping up to yourfelf
Wrath againft the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the

Righteous Fudgment of GOD. Doubtlefs, if the Scrip-

ture 1s true, (and you remain thus) it had been good for
you if you had never been born.

40. How 1is it that yox call yourfelves Men of Rea-
fon? Is Reafon inconfiftent with itfelf? You are the
fartheft of all Men under the Sun from any Pretence to
that Charalter. A common Swearer, a Sabbath-break-
er, 2 Whoremonger, a Drunkard, who fays he believes
the Scripture is of G OD, is a Monfter upon Earth, the
oreateft Contradition to his own, as well as to the Rea-
fon of all Mankind. In the Name of GOD, (that
worthy Name whereby you are ca//ed, and which you
daily caufe to be blafphemed) turn either to the Right
Hand or to the Left. Either p»o/2/5 you are an Infidel,
or be a Chriftian. Halt no longer thus between two
Opinions.  Either caft off the Bible, or your Sins.
And in the mean time, if you have any Spark of your
boafted Reafon left, do not count us your Enemies (as I
fear you have done hitherto, and as Thoufands do
wherever we have declared 2bey awbo do fuch Things fhall
not inberit eternal Life) becanfe we tell you the Truth :
Seeing thefe are not our Words, but the Words of him
that fent us. Yea, tho’ in doing this, we ufe greas
Plainnefs of Speech, as becomes the Miniftry we have
received.” For ae are not as many who corrupt (cau-
ponize, foften, and thereby adulterate) 2be Word of
GOD. Bur as of Sincerity, but as of GOD, in the
Sight of GO D fpeak awe in CHRIST.

41. But, it may be, you are none of thefe. You
abftain from all fuch Things. You have an unfpotted
Reputation. You are 2 Man of Honour, or a Wo-
man of Virtue. You {corn to do an unhandfome
Thing, and are of an unblameable Life and Conver{a-
tion. You are harmlefs (if I underftand you richt)
and ufelefs from Morning to Night. You do no
Hurt, ---- and no Good to any one, no more than a
Straw floating upon the Water. Your Life glides

' - {moothly
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fmoothly on from Yearto Year ; and from one Seafon
to another, having »o occafior to work,

“ You wafle away

Vg, gefsrfﬂ ﬁ:aﬁz';';'{y the chy. ??

42. 1 will not now fhock the Eafinefs of yoar Tem-
per, by talking about a Future State. But fuffer me
to ask you a Queftion about prefent Things. Are you
zo7v happy ?

I have {een a large Company of Reafonable Creatures,
called /rdiaxns, fitting in a Row on the Side of a River,
looking {ometimes at one another, {fometimes at the
Sky, and fometimes at the Bubbles on the Water.
And {o they fat, (unlefs in the Time of War) for a
great Part of the Year, from Morning to Night.

‘Thele were doubtlefs much at Eafe. But can you
think they were happy ? ----- And how little happier
are¢ you than they ?

43. You eat, and drink, and {leep, and drefs, and
dance, and fitdown to play. You are carried Abroad.
You are at the Mafquerade, the Theatre, the Opera-
houfe, the Park, the Levee, the Drawing-room.
What do you do there? Why, {fometimes you talk ;
fometimes you lool: at one another. And what are
you to do l'o-morrow ? 'T'he next Day ? 'I'he next
Week? The next Year? Youare toeat, and drink,
and {leep, and dance, and drefs, and play again. And
you are to be carnied abroad again, that you may again
look at one another ! And is this all 7 Alas, How
little more Happinels have you in this, than the -
ans 1n looking at the Sky or Water ! ,

Ah poor, duill Round ! I do not wonder that Col.
M----- {(or any Man of Refletion) fhould prefer Death
atfelf, even in the Midlt of his Years, to fuch a Life as
this !  And fhould frankly declare, ¢ That he chofe
to go out of the World, becaufe he found nothing in 1t
worth hiving for. ”’

44. Yet ’tis certain there 1s Bufinefs to he done:

And many we find in all Places (not to {peak of the
Vulgar
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Vulgar, the Drudges of the Earth) who are continual-
ly employ’d therein. Are you of that Number ? Are
you engaged in Trade, or fome other reputable Em-
ployment ¢ I {uppofe, profitable too ; for you would
not {pend your Time, and Labour, and Thought, for
nothing. You are then making your Fortune ; you
are getting Money. True: But Money 1s not your
ultimate End. The treafuring up Gold and Silver,
for its own Sake, all Men own, is as foolifh and ab-
furd, as grofly unreafonable, as the treafuring up Spi-
ders, or the Wings of Butterflies. You confider this
but as a Means to {ome further End. And what is
that ? Why, the enjoying yourfelf, the being at Eafe,
the taking your Pleafure, the living like a Gentleman.
That is plainly, either the whole, or {ome Part of,
the Happinefs above defcribed.

Suppofing then your End to be atually attained,
fuppofe you have your With, before you drop into
Eternity : Go and fit down with YAhkeanowhee and his
Companions, on the River Side.---- After you have
toiled for fifty Years, you are juft as happy as they.

45. Are you, can you, or any reafonable Man, be
fatisfied with this ?  You are not. It is not pofiible
you fhould. But what elfe can you do? You awexld
have fomething better to employ your Time ; but you
know not where to find it upon Earth.

And indeed it i1s obvious, that the Earth, as 1t 1s
now conftituted, even with the Help of all Luropeasr
Arts, does not find {uficient Employment, to take up
halt the waking Hours of half its Inhabitants.

What then can youdo ? How can you employ the
Time that lies {fo heavy upon your Hands ? 'This very
Thing which you feek, declare awe unto you. The
Thing yox want, is the Religion ave preach. That
alone leaves no Time upon our Hands. It fills up all
the blank Spaces of Life. It exaétly takes up all the
Time we have to {pare, be it more or lefs: So that
ke avho bath much, hath nothing cver, and he that has
lirtle, has no lack.

46 Once
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46. Once more. Can you (or any Man of Reafon)
trink, you avas made for the Life you now lead ? You
cannot poflibly think fo; at leaft, not ’till you tread
the Bible under Foot. The Oracles of GOD bear
thee Witnefs in every Page, (and thine own Heart a-
oreeth thereto) that thou walt made in the ‘mage of
G O D, anincorruptible Piflure of the GO D of Glory.
And what art thou even 1n thy prefent State? An ever-
lafting Spirit, gomng to GOD. IFor what End then
did he create thee, but to dwell with him, above this
perithable World, to know him, to love him, to do
his Will, to enjoy him for ever and ever! O look more
deeply into thyfelf ! And into that Scripture, which
thou profefles to receive as the Werdof G O D, as right
concerzing all Théings. 'I'here thou wilt find a nobler,
happier State deicribed, than it ever yet cnter’d into
thy Feart to conceive. But GOD hath now revealed
1t to all thofe who sejoice evermore, and pray avitbous
ceafing, and iz every thing giwe Thanks, and do bis Wil/
on Earth as it is done in Heawen. For this thou wait
made. Hereunto allo thou art called. O be not dif-
obedient to the heavenly Calling! At leaft, be not
angry with thofe who would fain bring thee to be a liv-
ing Witnels of that Religion, avlcfe ¥ ays are indeed
Ways of Pleafantrefs, and all ber Paths, Pcace.

47. Do you fay in your Heart, ** I know all this
already. I am not barely a Man of Reafon. I am
a Relhigious Man; for I not only avoid Evil and do
Good, but ufe all the Means of Grace. I am con-
ftantly at Church, and a1 the Sacrament too. I fay
my Prayers every Day. I read many good Books. 1
fait ------- every hirteth of Fanuary and Gosdfiiday.”’
Do you indeed ? i o you do all this! TI'his you may
do: You may go thus far, and yet have zo Religion at
all 5 #o fuch Religion as avails before GOD. Nay,
much farther than this, than you have ever gone yet,
or {o much as thought of going.” For you may grve
all your Goods to Jeed the Poor, yea, your Body to be burn-
ed, and yet very poflibly, if St. Paxl be a Judge, Aawe
2o Charity, no true Religion. 48. T'his
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48. This Religion, which alone is of Value before
GOD, is the very Thing you want. You want (and
in wanting this, you want all) the Religion of Love.
You do not love your Neighbour as yourfelf, no more
than you love G O D with all your Heart. Ask your
own Heart now, If it be not fo? ’Tis plain you do
not love G OD. If you aid, you would be happy in
him. Butyou know you are not happy. Your formal
Religion no more makes you happy, than your Neigh-
bour’s gay Religion does him. O how much have you.
fuffer’d for want of plain Dealing! Can you now bear
to hear the naked Truth? You have the Form of Godli-
nefs, but not the Power. You are a mere whited Wall.
Before the Loorp your Gop I ask you, Are you not ?
Too {fure. For your inward Parts are wery Wickedne/s.
You love the Creature wmore than the Creator. You are
a Lover of Pleafure more thar a Lover of Gop. A Lo-
ver of Gop? Youdo not love Gobp at all, no more
than you love a Stone. You cannot love Gop; for
you love Praife. You love the World ; therefore the
Love of the Father i1s not in you.

49. You are on the Brink of the Pit, ready to be
plunged into everlafting Perdition. Indeed you have a
Zeal for GO D; but not according to Knowledge. O
how terribly have you been deceived ! Pofting to Hell,
and fancying it was Heaven. See, at Length, that
oxtward Religion without 7zward, 1s nothing; is far
worfe than nothing, being indeed no other than a {o-
lemn Mockery of Gop. And zzward Religion you hawve
not. You have not the FAI1TH that aorketh by Lowve.
Your Faith (lo called) is no living, faving Principle.
It is not the Apoftle’s Farra, ¢he Subftance (or Sub-
fitence) of Things hoped for, the Evidence of Things not
Jeen. So far from 1it, that #bis Farrna is the very Thing
which you call Enzbufiafin. You are not content with
being without it, unlefs you blafpheme it too. You
even revile that Lie avbich 7s bhid «virh CHRIST 1z
G O D; all feeing, talling, hearing, feeling G O D.
Thefe Things are Foolifhne/s unte you. No marvel;
Jor they are [piritually difcerncd.
- 50 O
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so. O no longer fhut your Eyes againit the Light.
Know you have a Name that you live, but are dead.
Your Soul is utterly dead in Sin; dead in Pride, in
Vanity, in Self-will, in Senfuality, in Love of the
World., You are utterly dead to GO D. There is
no Intercourfe between your Soul and GOD. Yoz
hawe neither feen bim, (by FaiTh, as our LorD witnef-
fed apanft them of old T'ime) wor beard bis Voice at
any Time. You have no {piritual Senfes, exercifed to dif-
cern [piritnal Good and Ewil. You are angry at Infi-
dels, and are all the while as mere an Infidel before
Gop as they. You have Eyes that fee not, and Ears
that bhear not. You have a callous, unfeeling Heart.

g1. Bear with me a little longer. My Soul is di-
ftreft for you. The God of this World hath blinded your
Eyes, and you ave feeking Death in the Error of your L{ﬁ,’
Becaufe you do not commit grofs Sin, becaufe you give
Alms, and go to the Church and Sacrament, you imagine
that you are ferving Gop; yet in very Deed you are
ferving the Devil. Feor you are doing flill your own
Will, net the Will of GO D your Saviour. You
are pleafing Yourfelf mn all you do. Pride, Vanity,
and Self-will, (the genuine Fruits of an earthly, fenfual,
devilifh kieart) pollute all your Words and Adtions.
You are in Darknefs, in the Shadow of Death. O that
Gop would fay to you in Thunder, Aavake thou that
Secpeft, and arife firom the Dead, and CHRIST fhall give
thee Light.

5z. But blefled be Gop! He hath not yet left him-
{elf without Witnefs !

“ All are not lofp! There be, «wwho FA1TH prefer,
““ Tho® feaw, and Piety to GO D/

Who know the Power of FaiTr, and are no Strangers
to that inward, vital Religion, the Mind that awas in
CurisT, Rightecufne/s and Peace, and Foy in the HoLY
Guost. Of you who have tafled the good Word of
G OD, andtbe Powvers of vhe World to come, would we

be glad to learn, if we have erred fiom the FA1TH, OF
walked
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wallked contrary to #bhe Truth as it 7s in JEsus. Lez the
R;_{g‘/;ffafm Swite me friendly, and reprove mes if ha ply that
which 1s amifs may be done away, and what is wanting
fuppiied, till ave all come 2o the Meafure of the Stature of

the Fzz/zzﬁfr of CHRIST.

53. Perhaps the firft T'hing that now occurs to your
Mind, relates to the Doétrine which we teach. You
have heard, that we fay, ¢ Men may live without
Sin. > And have you not heard, that the Scripture
{ays the fame ? (we mean, awizbout commiitting  Sin.)
Does not St. Pau/ {fay plainly, that thofe who believe,
do 7ot continne in Sin @ -----"That they cannot Lwve any
longer thercin ? Rom. vi. 1, 2. Does not St. Piter
Aoy, He that bath fuffered in the Flefb, bath ceafed fionr
Oin @ ~-~= that he no longer fhonld live ----- - to the De-
Sires of Men, bur to the Will of GOD, 1 Pet. iv.
1. 2. And does not St. Fobn {ay moft expreily, He
that committeth Sinis of the Devil. ~---- For this Purpofe
the Son of GO D awas manifeff, that he might deftroy the
Works of the Devil. Whoforwer is born of GOD, doth
not commit Sin: For bis Seed remaincth in birz, and be
caniot fin, becaufe be is born of GOD. 1 Johnii. 8.
c. And again, e Anow that whofoever is born of

GO D finneth not, ch. v. 18.

54. You {ce then; it is not wve that {fay this, but the °
Lorp. Thefe are not our Words but his. And who
15 he that replieth againft Gop? Who is able to make
Gop a Liar?  Surely he will e juflified in bis Saying,
and clear avhen he is judged ! Can you deny it ? Have
you not often felt a fecret Check, when you was con-
tradicting this great Truth ? And how often have you
wih’d what you was taught to deny ? Nay, can you
help wifhing for it at this Moment ? Do ycu not now
carneftly defire, to ceafe from Sin @ To commit it no
z20re £ 1oes not your Soul pant after this glorious Li-
berty of the Sons of GOD ? And what ftrong Rea- -
{on have you to expe it? Have you not had a Fore-
tafte of it already @ Do you not remember the Time
when-G O D firft lifted up the Light of his Countenance

C upon
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upon you? Can it ever be forgotten? "'he Day when
the Candle of the LlorD firlk fhone upor your Head?

““ Butler and Honey did you ear,
And, lifted up o2 high,

You fazv the Clouds é?f;?ze’ﬂz‘b your Feet,
And rode wporz the Sky.

¢ Far, far above all earthly Things,
Lriumpbantly yore rode
2oy foar’d to Hea'n on Eagle’s Hings,
And found, and tall’d aith G O D.

You then had Power not to commit Sin.  You found
the Apoitle’s Words fiviltly true, He that is begotten of
G O D keepeth bimfelf, and that avicked one toucheth bin
zof.  But thofe whom you took to be experienced
Chriftians, telling you, ¢ 7his was only the Time of
your Efpoufals ; “this could not laft always; you muft
come down the Mount, >’ and the like, fhook your
Faith. You look’d at Men more than GO D, and {o
became weak, and like another Man. Whereas, had
vou then had any to guide you according to the T'ruth
cf GOD, had you then heard the Dodtrine which now
vou blame, you had never fallen from your Stedfaftnefs:
Eut had found, that in this Senfe alfo #be Gifts and Call-

ingof GOD are awvithour Repentance.

¢ 5. flave you not another Objeltion nearly allied to
this, namely, that we preach Perfe&tion? True; but
what Perfe@ion? 'The Term you cannot obje& to;
becaufle it 1s Scriptural.  All the Difficulty 1s, to fix the
Meaning of it, according to the Word of GO D. And
this we have done again and again, declaring to all the
VWorld, that Chriftian Perfeltion does not imply an
Exemption, from Igrorance or Miftake, or Infirmities,
or Temptations : But that it does imply, the bemg {o
rucified it Chriff, as to be able to teflity, [ fiwe not,
but Chrift liweth in me, (Gal. 1.-23.) and bath purified
sy Heart by Faith, (Alts xv. 9 ) It does mply the caft-

ing doawn cvery bigh thing that exalteth itfelf aga%/} the
7O
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Kuewledee of G O D, and bringing into Captivily every
Thouoht to the Obedicnce of Curisr., It does imply,
the bcing holy, as be that barh called us is holy, i all
manner of Converfaricn, (2 Cor. x. 5. 1 Pct. 1. 15.)
And, in a Word, the lowving the LorD our Gov avith all
cunr Heart, arnd feraing bim avith all onr Sticngth.

5§6. Now, is it poflible for any who believe the
Scripture, to deny one Tittle of this ?  You cannot.
You dare not. You would not for the World., You
know it 1s the pure Word of GO D. And thisis the
whole of what we preach ; this is the Height and
Depth of what we (with St. Paw/) call Perfettion: A
State of Soul devoutly to be with’d, by all who have
talted of the Love of GOD. O pray for it without
ceafing. It is the one thing you want. Come awith
Boldrcfs to the Throne of Grace, and be aflured that when
vou ask this of GO D, you fhall bawve the Petition yor
aflof hin:. We know indced that ro Man, to the na-
taral Man, #his 75 impaffidle.  But we know alfo, that
as zo Word is impoffibly «vith GOD, {0 o/l things are
Poffiole to Biw that belicucth.

57. For wwe are favwed by Farru, Buat have you not
heard this urged as another Objedtion againit us, That
we preach Salvation by Fairn alone! And does not
St. Paz/ do the fame thing? By Grace, faith he, ye are
Sowed thyo’ Farru, Can any Words be more exprefs ?
And elfewhere, Belicwve in the Lord JEsUs, and thou
foalt be faved, Alts xvi. 31. '

What we mean by this (if it has not been fufficiently
explain’d already) is, that we are faved from our Sins,
only by a Confidence in the Love of GO D. - As {oon
as we behold awkar monner of Lowe it is avbich the Fatber
bath beflocwved upon us, ave lbwe binm (as the Apoftle ob-
{erves) becounfe he Jorft lowed ws. And then is that Com-
mandment written in our Heart, that be awbo loveth Gov
lowe Fis DBrother alfo: From which Love of G O 1>
and Man, Meeknefs, FHumblenefs of Mind, and all
holy Tempers, {pring. Now thefe arc the very Ef-
fence of Salvation, of Chriftian Salvation, Salvation

C 2 froin
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from Sin. And from thefe, Outward Salvation flows,
that 1s, Holinefs of Life and Converfation. Well, and
are not thefe "t hings {fo? If you know in whom you
have believ’d, you need no further Witnefies.

58. Dut perhaps you doubt, whether that Fairts
vhereby we are thus {aved, mmplies {fuch a ": ruft and
Confidence 1in GO D as we deicribe. ¢ You cannot
think Farry implies Afiurance : An Aiflurance of the
Love of Gop to our Souls, of his being now rcconciled
to us, and having forgiven all our Sins. >’ And this we
ireelv confefs, that 1f Number of Voices 1s to decide
the Queftion, we muit give it up at once ; rfor you have
on your Side, not only {fome who defire to be Chriftians
m Deed, but all Nominal Chriftians in every Place, and
the Rowmib Church, one and all. Nay, thefe laft are fo
vehiement in your Defence, that in the famed Council
of Z7ent, they have decreed, ““If any Man hold (/fdu-
cian ) Truft, Confidence, or Affurance of Pardon to be

effential to Faith, let him be accurfed. ™’

" 59. If we confider the Time when this Decree was
palt, namely, juft after the Publication of our Homi-
lies, 1t will appear more than probable, that the very
Defign of the Council was, to anathematize the Church
of England ; as being now Convi¢t, by her own Con-
feflion, of ¢ that damnable and Heretical Doéirine. *”
Yor the very Words in the Homily on Salvation are,
¢ Even the Devils believe, that Chrift was born of a
Virgin ; that he wrought all Kind of Miracles, declar-
ing himfelf very GO D ; that for our Sakes he {uffered
a moft painful Death, to redeem us from Death ever-
lafting. 'Thefe Articles of our Faith the Devils be-
lieve ; and {o they believe all that was written in the
Old and New Teftament. And yet for all this Faith,
they be but Devils. - They remain ftll in their dam-
nable Eftate, lacking the very true, Chriftian Faith, *’

““ 'T'he right and true Chriftian Faith 1s, not only to
belicve the Ioly Scriptures and the Articles of our
Fairn are true, but allo to have a furc Y7uff and Cen-

Sidence to be {faved from everlafting Duamnation thro’
Curist.”’
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Curist.” Or, (as it 15 expreflt a little after) ¢ A
{ure Truft avd Confidince avhich a Man bath in GOD,
rhat by the Meiits of CHRIST bis Sins aie jorgiven, and
be reconciled ro the Fawvour of GOLD. ™’

6o. Indeed the Bifhop of Romw:e {aith, ¢ If any Man
hold this, let him be Anathema Maran-atha. 7  But
’tis to be hoped, Papal Anathemas a2 not move yoz.
You are a Member of the Church of Zsglond. Are
you ? 'Then the Controverfy is at an End. Then
hear the Church. Fart# 15 a fure Trvjf which a Man
hath iz GO D, that bis Sins are forgiver. Or if you
are not, whether you hear our Church or no, at leafl,
hear the Scriptures. Hear believing 765 declaring his
Farru, I Auwow that my Redeewmor Lverh. Hear Thomas,
(when having {een be belicved) crying out, My LORD
and my GOD. Hear St. Pax/ clearly defcribing the
Nature of Ais Farrn, the Life [ nw lLive, I live by
Farru in the Son of GO D, avdy lowved e, and gav?
himfelf for me. Here (to mention no more) all the
Eelievers who were with Pez/ when he wrote to the
Coloffians, bearing Witnels, e give Thaiuks wito the
Father, «wwbo hath deliver’d us fiom the Pozver of Dark-
nefs, and hath tranflated us iuto the Kingdom of bis dear
Sorn : L avbom we have Redemption thro’ bis Blwod, cver

the Forgivenefs of Sins. c. 1. v. 12, 13, 14.

61. But what Need have we of ditant Witneffes P
You have a Witnefs in your own DBreaft. For am I not
{peaking to one that loves GOD? How came yox then
to love him at firk? Was it not, becaufe yox fneww that Fe
loved yore? Did yon, could you love Gop atall, "till you
tafted and faaw that be was gracious 2 "That he was mer-
ciful to pox a Sinner? What avails then Controver{y
or Strife of Words ? Out of thy own Mouth! You
own, you had no Lowe 2o GO D, ’till you was fenfible
of his Lowve to yen. And whatever Expreflions any sin-
ner who loves G O D ufes, to denote GOD’s Love to
him, you will always, upon Examination, find, that
they diretly or indireétly imply Forgivenefs. Pardon-
ing Love is {till at the Root of all, He who was of-

C 3 fended
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fcnded is now reconciled. The new Song which GOD
puts in every Mouth, 1s always to that Efielt, O Lorn,
£ avill praife thee: Tho' thon <va B argry avith me, thive
Aroer is turned awvay. Bebold, GO D is my Salvation.
L wwill truft and not be afraid; for the Lord Jenovan is
I trengih and my Song : He is alfo become my Salvation,
f:ia. xn. 1, 2.

62. A Confidence then in a pardoning GOD, 1s
eiiential to true Farru. The Forgivenels of Sins 1s
one of the firlt of thole uniecen Things, whereof I'a1TH
is the Evidence. And if you are fenfible of this, Will
vou quarrel with us concerning an indifferent Circums-
itance of it ? Will you think it an important Object-
ion that we affert, that this FaiTs i1s ufually given 7z
y JMowmert 2 Firft, let me intreat you to read over that
autnentick Account of G OD’s Dealings with Men,
thie Acts of the Apoftles. In this Treatife you will find,
how he wrought from the Beginning on thofe who re-
ccived Remiffion of Sins by Farrr. And can you find
onc of thefe, (except perhaps St. Pgw/} who did not
veceive it 2 a Moment? But abundance you find of
thole who did, befides Corwelinus and the Three Thonfand.
And to this alfo agrees the Experience of thofe who
now rececive the heavenly Gift. T'hree or four Excep-
tions only have 1 found in the Courfe of {everal Ycars.
(Perhaps you yourfelf may be added to that Number,
and one or two more whom you have known.) DBut all
the reft of thofe, who from time to time among us have
believed in the LoRrp JEsus, were in a Moment brought

fraom Durknefs to Light, and firom the Power of Satan
anto GO D,

63. And why fhould it feem a Thing incredible to
30, who have known the Powver of GOD wunto Salva-
207y (whether he hath avronghs thHus in your Soul or no ;
ior there are Diverfities of Operations by the fame Spirit)
that the Dead fhould bhear the Foice of the Son of GO D,
and 1n that Moment Zwe 2 'Thus he ufetihh to aét; to
fthew that when he willeth, to do is prefent with him.
Let there be Light, {faid GO D, and there avas Lz:gg.

£



An Earncff A’ppm[ Y, 31

He fpake the Word, and it avas done. Thus the Heavens
and the Earth were created, and all the Hofts of them.
And this Manner of afting in the prefent Cafe, high-
Iy fuits both his Power and Love. ’Lhere is therefore
no Hindrance on G O D’s Part; fince as bis Maojefty is,
fo is bis Mercy. And whatever Hindrance there is on
the Part of Man, when Gobp {peaketh, it is not. On-
ly aff then, O Sinner, and it fpall be given thee, even
the Farra that brings Salvation: And that, without
any Merit or good Work of thine ; for iz is not of
Works, lefp any Man fhonld boaft. Noj; it is of GrRACE,
of Grack alone. Yor zuto him that aworketh not, but
belicveth on bim that juftifieth the Ungodly, his FA1TH 25
counted to him for Righteoufnefs.

64. ¢ But by talking thus you encourage Sinners. *’
I do encourage them ------ to repent ; And do not yox 2
Do not yox know, how many heap Sin upon Sin, pure-
ly for want of fuch Encouragement? Becaufe they
think, ¢¢ they can never be forgiven ; there is no
Place for Repentance left? > Does not yoxr Heart alfo
bleed for them? What would yoz think too dear to
part with? What would you not do? What would
you not {uffer, to bring one fuch Sinner to Repentance ?
Could not your Love endure all Things for tiiem?
““Yes---- if .you believed it would do them Good; if
you had any Hope, they would ever be better. > Why
da you not believe it will do them Good? Why have
you not a Hppe that they will be better ¢ Plainly, be-
caufe you do not lowe them enough : Becaufe you have
not that Charity, which not only erdures/, but at the
{fame time believeth and hopeth all Things.

65. But that you may {ee the whole Stremeth of this
Objettion, I will fhew you, without any Difguife or
Referve, how I encourage the very Chief of Sinners.
My ufual Language to them runs thus :

O ye that deny the LoRrp that bought you, vet hear
the Word of the Lorp. Ve feelt Reft, but find none.
Even in Laughter your Heart is in Hecavinefs. How

long {fpend ye your Labour for that which is not Bread,
and
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and your Strengen for that which fatisfieth not? You
know your Soul 1s noc fatsted. It is {hil an aking
Void., Sometinics you find (in Spite of your Princi-
ples) a Senfe of Guilt, an awaken’d Confcience. That
orifly Phuantom, Religion, ({o you defcribe her) will
now and then haunt you i, Righreonfic/s leoking domor
S Heawen, 18 indeed to ws no unpleafing Sight,  But
how does it appear to you,

Horribilz fuper afpeltu mortalibus offans 2

How often are you in Fear of the very Things you de-
ny ? How often in racking Suipence ? ¢ What if
there be an Hereafter? A Judgment to come? An
unhappy Eternity ? > Do you not ftart at the Thought?
Can you be content to be always thus ? Shall it be

{aid of yox alio,

¢ Here lies a Dicer, long in Doubr

Lf Death could kill the Soul, or not 2
Here ends bis Doubtfuinefs, at laft
Convinced. —-=--- Bur, O the Die is caff!

Cr, are you already convinced, there is no Hereaf-
ter ?  What a poor State then are you in now ? Tak-
ing a few more dull Turns upon Earth, and then drop-
ping into nothing ! What kind of Spirit muft you be
of, if you can f{uftain yourfelf under the I hought!
Undcr the Expetation of being in a few Moments
{wept away by the Stream of Time, and then for
EVer

“ fawalloawr’d up, and lof?,
L7 the wide Womb of uncreated Night !’

But neither indeed are you cerza:» of this ; nor of any
thing elfe. *¢ It maybe {o; it maynot. A vafl Scene
1s behind. But Clouds and Darknefs reft upon it. >
All 1s Doubt and Uncertamty. You are continually
tois’d to and fro, and have no firm Ground for the Sole
of your Foot. O let not the poor Wifdom of Man

a1y
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any longer exalt it{elf againft the Wildom of G O D.
You have fled from him long enough: At length {uffer
your Eyes to be open’d by hin that made them. You
want Reft to your Soul. Afk it of him, aho giveth 2o
all Men liberally, and upbroideth 2ot 7 You are now a
mere Riddle to yourfelf, and your Condition full of
Darknefs and Perplexity. You are one among many
¢¢ reftlefs Inhabitants, of a miferable, diforder’d World,
walking in a wain Shadoww, and difguieting yourfclf in
wain. But the Light of GOD will {peedily difperfe
the Anxiety of your vain Conjeftures. By adding
Heaven to Earth, and Eternity to Time; 1t will open
fuch a glorious View of Things, as will lead you, even
i the prefent World, to-a Peace which paffeth all
Underflanding.

66. O ye grofs, vile, fcandalous Sinners, hecuar ye
the Word of the Lorp.  Twrn ye, turn ye fiom your evil
Ways 5 fo Iniquity fhall not be your Ruin. As [ live,
Saith the Lorp, [ bawe no Pleafure in the Death of «
Sinner, but rather that be fpould turn and live. O make
hafte; delay not the T'une. Cowe, and let us reafon
" together. Tho’ your Sins be as Scarlet, they fhall be
avhite as Snow 5 tho' they be red as Crimfon, they foall be
as Waooll. ----- Who is this that cometh from Edom, avith
dyed Garments, red in his Appare/? It is he on whom
the LoRrD hbath laid the Iniguities of us all/! Behold,
behold the Lams of G OD, that taketh away thy
Sins! See the only begotten Son of the Father, fu//
of Grace and Truth ! He loveth thee. IHe gave him-
felf for thee. INow, his Bowels of Compaflion yearn
over thee! O believe 1n the Lord Jesus, and thox
fhalt be faved ! Go i# Peace, fin no wwore !

67. Now cannot yox join in all this? Is it not the
very Language of your Heart? O when will you take
Knowledge, that oz whole Concern, our conftant La-
bour is, to bring all the World to the Religion which
yoz feel, to {folid, inward, vital Religion! What Powvcs
15 it then that keeps us afunder ? Is thine Heart right, as
my Heart is avith thy Heart 2 If it be, givve ﬁ}f’[ .f/gf

and.
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Hend,  Cowe avith me and fee, and rejoice in zy Zeal for
the Lorp. INo Difference between us (if thou art a
Child of GO D) can be {o confiderable as our Agree-
ment 1s. If we difrer in imaller Things, we agree 1n
that which is greatelt of all. Iow is it poflible then
that yozz thould be induced, to think or {peak evil of us?
How could 1t ever come into vour Mind, to oppole us
or weaken our Hands ? IHow long fhall we complain
of the Wounds which we receive in the IHoule of our
Friends ?  Surely the Children of this World are {ftiil
avifer in their Genciation tharn the Childien of Light.
Satan 1s not divided againft himfelf! Why are they,
who are on the Lorp’s Side ? How 1s it that 227z/dom
s not jufiijied of ber own Children @

68. Is it becaufe you have heard, ¢ That we only
make Religion a Cloak for Covetoufnefs ? And be-
caufe you have heard abundance of Particulars alledged
in fupport of that General Charge?’” ’Tis probable,
vou may alfo have heard, ¢ How much we have gained
by preaching already:’’ And, to crown all, ¢ That
we are only Paputs in Difeuife, wiio are undermining
and deftroying the Church ? *’

6g. ‘“ You have heard this. > Well : And can you
believeit ? Have you then never heard the 5sth Chapter
of St. Martheaw 2 1 would to G O D you could believe
this! What is written there? How readeft thou?
Blefled are ye avhen Mer fhall revile you and perfecute you,
and jay all DMenriner of Ewil againft you folfly for my
Name's Sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad s for great
25 your Reavard in Heawven ; for [o perfecuted they the Pio-
phcts that «vere before you ; namely, by sevifing them,
and faying all Dauncr of FEw:il of them fulfly. Do not
you know that this (as well all other Scriptures) muit
needs be fulfilled ?  1f fo, take Knowledge, that this
Day alfo 1t 1s fulfilled in your Ears. For our L.orp’s
Sake, and for the Sake of his Gofpel which we preach,
Bice do rewile us and perfecute us, and (blefled be Gob
vwho giveth us to rejoice therein) fay all Manner of Evil
of ws falfy.  And how can it be otherwife @ The Dyf-

..“'g,f
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ciple is not above bis Maflcr. It is crough for the Diftiple,
that be be as bis Mafler, aid the Scrvant as his Lord.
If they bawve called the Mafler of the Houfe Beelzebub,
Howw wmuch more fhall they call there of bis Hozfbold 2

70. 'T'his only we confefs, that ‘ we preach Zlnward
Salvation, nsow attainable by Fairu.” And for preach-
ing this, (tor no other Crime was ther {o much as pre-
tended) we were forbid to preach any more in any of
thofe Churches, where, “till then, we were gladly re-
ceived. 'This is a notorious Faét. Being #bxs hindred
from preaching in the Places we fhould firft have chofen,
we now declare the Grace of GO D wwhich bringeth Sal-
wation, in all’ Places of his Dominion ; as well knowing
that G O D dwwelleth nor only in Temples made with Hands.
This 1s the real, and it is the only real Ground of Com-
plamnt againft us. And this we avow before all Man-
kind,. We & preach #bis Salvation by Farru. And
not being {uffered to preach it in the ufual Places, we
declare it wherever a Door i1s opened, eitheron a Mou-
tair, or a Plain, or by a River Side, (for all which we
conceive we have {uflicient Precedent) or in e Prifon,
or, as it were, in the Houfe of Fuflus, or the School of
one Tyrannus. Nor dave we reframn. 4 Difpenfation of

the Gofpel is committed to me; and awo is me if I preach
wt the Gofpel. S

71. Here we allow the Falt, but deny the Guilt,
But in every other Point alledged, we deny the Faé,
and call upon all the World to prove it, if they can.
More efpecially we call upon thofe who for many Years:
{aw our Manner of Life at Oxf»4d. 'Thele well know,
that after the moft firaiteft Selt of our Religion, ave lived
Pharifees : And that the grand Objeftion to us for all
thofe Years, was the being Righteous overmuch: The
reading, falting, praying, denying ourfelves ; the going
to Church and to the Lorp’s Table ; the relieving the
Poor, vifiting thofe .that were fick and in Prifon ; in-
fruting the JIgnorant, and labouring to reclaim the
Wicked, ~----- more than avas neceflary for Salvation.
‘Thefe were our open, flagrant Crimes;, from the Year
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Hand.,  Comic auith me and foe, and rejoice in my Zeal for
the 1.orD. INo Difference between us (if thou art a
Child of GO D) can be {0 confiderable as our Agree-
ment is. If we differ in {mailer "Things, we agree in
that which 1s greatelt oi all. IHow is it pofiible then
that yex thould be mduced, to thmk or fpeak evil of us?
How could 1t ever come into s Vind, to oppole us
or weaken our Hands ? How long fhall we complan
of the Wounds which we receive in the IHoule of owr
Friends ¢ Surely the Children of this World are fhil
wvrfer 1z their Geneiation than the Childrern of Light.
Satan is not divided againft himfelf! Why are they,
who are on the Lorp’s Side ? How 1s 1t that #ifdon
is Mot jufiiied of ber own CGhildren 2

63. Is it becaufe you have heard, ‘¢ That we only
make Religion a Cloak for Covetoufnefs ? And be-
caufe you have heard abundance of Particulars alledged
in fupport of that General Charge ?’* °*T'is probable,
vou may alfo have heard, ¢ How much we have gazzed
by preaching already : >’ And, to crown all, ¢ That
we are oniy Papuls in Difguife, wio are undermining
and deftroying the Church ? *’

6g. ““ Youhave heard this. ** Well: And can you
believeit ? Have you then never heard the gth Chapter
of St. Marthew 2 1 would to G O D you could believe
this! What is written there? How readeft thou?
Blefled are ye avhen Men fpall revile you and perfecute you,
and fay all DNanner of Ewil againft you fuallly for
Name's Sake. Rejoice and be excecding glad 5 for grea:
25 your Reward in Heawen 5 for [o perfecated they the Pro-
phets that avere before yor 5 namcly, by sevifing them,
and Jfaying all Manucr of Ewil of them fz/fy. Do not
you know that this (as vwell all other scriptures) muit
needs be fulfilled ? 1f fo, take Knowledge, that this
Day aifo 1t 1s fulfilled 1n your FEars. For our Lorp’s
Salke, and for the Sake of his Gofpel which we preach,
Nicr do rewile us and perfecute us, and (blefled be Goo
who giveth us to rejoice therein) fay all Manner of Ewil
of #s fally. And how can it be otherwife ?  The D%'-
ciple
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ciple is not above his Maftcr. 1t is enough jor the Dijciple,

rhat be be as bis Maffer, and the Scrwant as his Lord.

IF they bawve called the Mafler of the Hoewfe Beelzebub,
HHozv mmuch more foall iy call then: of fis Howufhold 2

7o. 'T'his only we confefs, that ‘¢ we preach ZInaard
Salvation, now attainable by Farrsa.’ And for preach-
ing this, (tor no other Crime was therz {o much as pre-
tended) we were forbid to preach any mere in any of
thofe Churches, where, ’till then, we were gladly re-
ceived. 'This is a notorious Fact. Being #hus hindred
from preaching in the Places we fhould firft have chofen,
we now declare the Grace of GO D avbich bringeth Sal-
wation, in all’ Places of bhis Dominion ; as well knowing
that G O D dwwelleth not only in Temples made «with Hands.
"I"'his 1s the real, and 1t 15 the only real Ground of Com-
plaint agamnft us.. And this we avow before all Man-
kind. We 4o preach #bhis Salvation by Farre. And
not being {uffered to preach it in the ufual Places, we
declare it wherever a Door is opened, either-on a Mowun-~
tairz, or a Plain, or by a River Side, (for all which we
conccive we have {ufhcient Precedent) or in o Prifon,
or, asit were, in the Hoxfe of Fuftus, or the Schoo/ of
one Tyrannus. Nor dare we reframn. A4 Difpenfation of

the Gofpel is committed to me; and awo is me if I preach
zot the Gofpel. . o

71. Here we allow the Fa&, but deny the Guilt,
But in every other Point alledged, we deny the Fa&,
and call upon all the World to prove it, if they can.
More efpecially we call upon thofe who for many Years
faw our Manner of Life at Oxford. Thele well know,
that gfter the moft flraiteft Sect of our Religion, ave lived
Pharifees : And that the grand Objeftion to us for all
thofe Y.ears, was the being Righteous overmuch: The
reading, fafling, praying, denying ourfelves; the gomg
to Church and to the Lorp’s Table ; the relieving the
Poor, vifiting thofe -that were fick and in Prifon ; in-
fruting the Ignorant, and labouring to reclaim the
Wicked, ------ more than avas wneceflary for Salvation,
‘Thefe were our open, flagrant Crimes;, from the Year

1725

L}
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1720 to the Year 17375 touchinz wiiich our LoRD
ihall judage 7z 150t f_)m'

~z2. But waving the Fhings that are paft: Which of
yor NOW Convir ccth s cf Sz2#  Vvhich of you (I here
more cmccmlly appeal to my Brethren of the Clergy )
can pcrionally convict us of any Ungodlinefs or Unho-
lincis of Converfation? Ye know in your own Hearts,
(all that are candid Men, all that are not utterly blinded
with Urejudice) that we labour to have a Confcicnce woid
off OfFcicce, toth toward Gop and toaward Man. Bre-
thren, I would to G O D that in this ye were even as

we. Dut indeed (with Gnef I {fpeak it) ye are not.

"T'here are among yourfelves ungodly and unholy Men ;
openly, undenmb;.y fuch : Drunkards, Gluttons, Re-
turners of Evil for Ewvil, Liars, Swearers, Pmphaners
of the Day of the Lorp. Proof hereof is not want-
ing if ye require it. Where then is.your Zeal againft
theie 7 A Clergyman, {fo drunk he can {carce ftand or
{peak, may, in the Preicnce of a Thoufand People *
{et upon another Clergyman of the {rine Church, both
with abufive Words and open Violence. And what
follows ?  Why, the onc 7s flill alloaved to difpenfe the
{facred Signs of the Body and Blood of CurisT. But
the other is woz allowed 2o réccive them. ---~- Becauie he
15 a2 Field-preacher,

-»3. O ye Pillars and Fathers of the Church, are
thefe "T"hings well-pleafing to him, who hath made you
Owerficrs owver that Flock avhich be bath purchafed avith
bis cwwn Blood? O that ye would {uffer me to boaft

myfelf a little? Is there not a Caufe? Flave not ye
compeiled me? Which of your Clergy are more un-
{potted in their Lives, which more unwearied in therr
Labours, than thofe whoie Names ye c2ff out as ewvil,
whom ye count as ibe Filth and Offsconring of the World 2
Which of them 1s more zealous to fpend and be fpenty
for the loft Sheep of the Houfe of Jfrae/ ? Or, who
amongit them 1s more ready to be gffer’d up. for their
Flock, wupon the Sacrifice and Service of their FAITH ¥

¥ At Eltrz,f.:am‘f?, n Lzzzmlz’ﬂﬂ‘ﬁ'-
74. Will
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74. Will ye {ay, (as the Hiftorian of Cati/ine) S:
Sfrc pro Patric ! 1f this were done in Defence of the
Church, and not in order to undermine and deftroy it !
That 1s the very Propofition I undertake to prove,
That ¢ we are now dcfending the Church, even the
Church of England, in Oppofition to all thofe who
either {ecretly undermine, or more openly attempt to

deftroy 1t. »’

»5. That we are Papifls (we, who are daily and
hourly preaching that very Dottrine, which is fo fo-
lemnly anathematized by the whole Church of Rosme)
is fuch a Charge, that I dare not wafte my Time in
induftrioufly confuting 1t. Let any Man of common
Senfe only look on the Title Pages of the Sermons we
have lately preached at Oxford, and he will need no-
thing more to fhew hun the Weight of this fenfelefs,
thamelefs Accufation ; ------ unlefs he can {uppofe the
Governors both of Chbriff-Church and Lincoln College,
nay, and all the Umiverlity, to be Papifis too.

76. You yourfelf can eafily acquit us of this: But
not of the other Part of the Charge. You f{ull think
we are {ecretly undermining, if not openly deftroying
the Church.

What do you mean by the Church? A vifible Church
(as our Article defines it) i1s, A4 Company of faithful (or
believing) People: cwtus credentium. 'This is the Effence
of a Church: And the Properties thereof are (as they
are defcribed in the Words that follow) Z4har the pure

ord of GGon be preached thercin, and the Sacraments duly
adminifler’d. Now then (according to this authentick
Account) what is The Church of England? What is. it
indeed, but #be faithful People, the True Believers of
England? It is true, if thefe are {catter’d Abroad they
come under another Confideration. But when they are
vifibly join’d, by affembling together to hear the pure
Woaord of GOD preach’d, and to car of one Bread, and
drink of ore Cup, they are then properly The Vifitle
Church of England.

D 77. It
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7. It were well if this were a little more confider’d
biy thofe, who {o vehemently cry out, The Church, the
Clhurch, (as thole of old, The Tenple of 1He Lorp, the
Temple of the Lorp!) mnot knowing what they f{peak,
nor whereof they athrm. A Provincial or National
Church, according to our Article, 1s, the true Believers
of that Province or Nation. If thefe are difperfed up
and down, they are only a Part of the Invifible Church
of Curist. But if they are viiibly join’d by aflembling
together, to hear his Word and partake of his Supper,
they are then a Vifible Charch, {fuch as the Church of
of Englaund, of Fraxuce, or any other.

=8. This being premifed, I afk, How do we under-
mine or defiroy tbe Church? 'The Provincial, Vifible
Church of Exgland ? 'The Article mentions three
'Things as eflential to a Vifible Church: 142, Living
Fartua, without which iadeed there can be no Church
at all, neither Vifible nor Invifible; 24/, Preaching
(and confequently Hearing) the pure Word of GO D,
elie that Farrn would languith and die; and 34y, A
due Adminilraticn of the Sacraments, the ordinary
Means whercby Gop increafeth Farru. Now come
clofe to the Queftion: In which of thefe Points do we
undermine, or dcftroy the Church? _

Do we fhut the Door of Fartu? Do we leflen the
Number of Believizg People 1n England? Only remem-
ber what FaiTH 1s, according to our Homilies, (wiz.
““ A {ure Truft and Confidence in GO D, that through
the Merits of CuRr1sT 22y Sins are forgiven, and 7 recoi-
ciled to the Favour of GOD.”’) And we appeal to
all Mankind, do we defiroy #£is Fartu, which is the
Life and Scul of the Church? Is there, in Fa&, lefs of
this ¥ arrn in England, than there was before we went
forth! I think this is an Aflertion which the Father of
Lies himfelf will {carce dare to utter or maintain.

With Regard then to this irft Point it is undeniable,
we neither undermine nor defiroy the Church. The
Second Tliing 15, the Prcaching and Hearing the Pure
Vord of GO D. And do we hinder this? Do we
hinder any Minifter from preackhing the Pure Word of

GOD:
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G O D¢ If any preach not at all, or not the pure Word
of G OD, 1s the Hindrance in «s or in themfelves? Or,
do we leflen the Number of thofe that bear the pure
Word of GO D? Are then the Hearers thereof (whe-
ther read or preached) fezver than they were in 'I'imes
paft? Are the ufual Places of publick Worthip Z/s fie-
guented by Means of our Preaching? Whereloever our
Lot has been caft for any Time, are the Churches exzp-
tier than they were before? Surely, none that has any
any Recard left either for Truth or Modefty, will fay,
that 7z this Point we are Enemies to, or Deftroyers of,
the Church.

The Third Thing requifite (if not to the Being, at
leaft) to the Wellbeing of a Church, is the due Admini-
firation of the Sacraments, particularly that of the
Lorp’s Supper. And are we, in this Refpeét, Under-
miners or Deftroyers of the Church? Do we, either by
our Example or Advice, draw Men away from the
Lorp’s Table? Where we have labour’d moft, are
there the fewelt Communicants? How does the Faét
ftaad in London, Briftel, Newcaftle? O that you would
no lonzer thut your Eyes againft the broad Light, which
encompafles you on every Side!

79. I believe you are {enfible by this Time, not only
how weak this Objeltion 1s, but likewife how eafy it
would be, terribly to retort every Branch of it upon
moft of thofe that make it: Whether we {peak of #rue
living Faith, of preaching the pure Word of GOD, or
of the dwe Admiifiration of the Sacraments, both of
Baptifin and the Lorp’s Supper. But I {pare you. It
fufficeth that our GOD kncweth, and will make mani-
felt in that Day, whether it be by Reafon of us or yox,
that NMen abbor the Offering of the LoRD.

go. Others obje&, ““ That we do not obferve 7he
Laws of the Church, and thereby undermine it.”” What
Laws? The Rubricks or Canons? In every Parith
where I have been Curate yet, I have obferv’d the Ru-
bricks wich a {crupulous Exatnefs, not for Wrath, but
for Con{cience fake. And this, {o far as belongs to an

D 2 unbe-
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urbeneficed Minifler, or to a private Member of the
Church, I do now. I will juft mention a few of them,
and leave you to confider, which of us has obferved, or
does obferve them mef?

1. Days of Fafting or Abftinence to be obferv’d:

"The Forty Days of Lent,

"The Ember-Days at the Four Seafons,

The Three Rogation Days,

All Fridays in the Year, except Chriftmmas-Day.

2. *“ So many as intend to be Partakers of the Holy
Communion, fhall fignify their Names to the Curate,
at leaft {ome Time the Day before:

And if any of thefe be an open and notorious evil
Livew,----the Curate fhall advertife him, that in any
v ife he prefume not to come to the J.orp’s Table, un-
til he hath openly declared himielf to have truly re-
pented.

3. ““ Then (after the Nicene Creed) the Curate fhall
declare unto the People, what Holidays or Fa/fling-Days
are in the Week following to be obferv’d.

4. ‘¢ The Minifter fhall firft receive the Communion
in both Kinds himfelf, and 2ben procecd to deliver the
Same to the Bifbops, Pricfts, and PDeacons, in like manner,
if any be prefent, and «f?er 2hat, to the People.

c. ‘“ In Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and
Colleges, where there are many Priefts and Deacons,
they fhall a// reccive the Communion awith the Pricff,
every Sunday, ar the leafl.

6. ¢ The Children to be baptiz’d muft be ready at
the Font, Zmmediately after the laff Leffon.

7. ¢ 'T'he Curates of every Parifh {hall warn the Peo-
ple, that without great Neceflity, they procure not
their Children to be baptiz’d az bowme in their Houfes.

g. ‘¢ The Curate of every Parifh fhall diligently -
on Sundays and Holidays, after the Second Leffon at Even-
g Prayer, openly in the Church, mitruét and examine
{0 many Children as he fhall think convenient, in {fome
Part of the Catechiim.

g. ‘“ Whenfoever the Bifhop fhall give Notice for
hildren to be brought unto him for their Confir-
mation, the Curate of every Parifh fhall either bring or

Sfend
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/}vzd 72 z!zf;g, aith bis Hand /Eféﬁ; 2bhed thereunto, the
Nawes of all fuch Perfons within his Paritfh as he ﬂlaﬂ
think fit to be prefented to the Bithop.”’

81. Now the Queftion is not, Whether thefe Ru-
bricks oxght to be obferved, (you take this for granted
1n makmg the Objedtion) but whether in Fact they Aawe-
been oblerv’d, by yox or sme, moft? Many can witnefs,
I have obferv’d them punctually, yea fometimes at the -
Hazard of my Life: And as many, I fear, that yox
have not obferv’d them at all, and that {everal of them
vou never pretended to obferve. And is it yox that are
accufing e, for not obferving the Rubricks of the
Church? What Grimace is this! O #el/in zor in Gath |

Publi/p it not in the Streets of Afkelon!

82. With regard to the Canons, I wonld in the
firt Place defire you to confider two or three plamn
Queftions.

1/7. Have you ever read them over?

2dly, How can thefe be called ¢ The Canons of
the Church of Eugland’ ? Seeing ‘they were never
legally eftablifh’d by the Church ? Never regularly con-
firm’d in any full Convocation?

3dly, By what Right am I required to oblerve fuch
Canons as were never legally eftablifh’d ?

"And then I will join THue with you on one Queftion.
more, wiz. Whether you or I bave obferv’d them moft ?

'T'o inftance only 1n a few.

Can. z9. No Perfon fhall be admitted Godfather or
Godmother to any Child,---before the faid Perfon hath
recetved the Holy Communion.

Can. 59. Every Parfon, Vicar, or Curate, upon every
Sundﬁ,y and Hsliday, before Ewering Prayer, fhall, for

&" an Hour, oi mwore, cxamme and inftruct the Youth
:—:Lnd Jpnorant Pehons of his Partfh.

(‘-—-n-; 64.. Every Parfon, Vicar, or Curate, fhall de-
clare to the People every Szz'—'fday ‘whether there be any
Holidays or Fafiingdays the Week following.

Can. €8. No Miniiter thall refufe or delay to chriften
any * Child that is brought to the Church to him upon

D g Sundays
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Sundays or Holidays to be chriftened, or to bury any
Corps that 1s brought to the Church or Church-yard.
(N. 5. Inability to pay Fees does not alter the Cale.}

Can. 75. No Ecclefiaftical Per ons fthall {pend their
Time idly, by Day or by Night, playing ar Dice,
Card:, or Tables.

Now let the Clergyman who has obferv’d ornly thefe
five Canons for one Year lalt paft, and who has read
over all the Canons in his Congregation ; (as the King’s
Ratification {traitly enjoins him to do ence every Year)
let him, I fay, cafl the firft Stone at us, for zoz ob/fer-
wing the Canons (0 called) of the Church of Edgland.

Sz. ¢ However we cannot be (it 1s {aid) Friends to
the Church, becaufe we do not obey the Governors of it,
and fubmit ourfelves (as at our Ordination we promls‘d
to do) te all their godly Admonitions and Iijuntiions.”” *
I anfwer, in every individual Point of an indifferent
Nature, We do and will (by the Grace of G OD)
obey the Governors of the Church. But the #fifying
the Gofpel of the Grace of GO D, is not a Point of an
indifferent Nature. The Miniftry avbich ave have re-
ceived of the Lorp JEsus, we are at all Hazards to ful-
fil. It 1s the Burthen of the Lorp which is laid upon
us here ; and we are f0 obey GO D rather than Maxn.
Nor yet do we in any Ways violate the Promife which
each of us made when it was f{aid wnto him, ¢ Take
thou Authority to preach the Word of GO D, in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Glioft.”” We then promis’d to fubmir (mark the Words)
lo

* The Author of a Tralt juft publi/p’d at Newcatiltle,
(intitled, 'The Notions of the Methodifts fully difprov’d,

in o Letter to the Rev. M. John Welley) much z'?gﬁ_/f,r up-
on this Objolitizn. I have read, and believe it quite need-
gels to toke anr) fm ther Notice cf this Pmﬁz mance : The
Hriter being _/E: utterly wnacquaintcd woith the Merits of

2he Caufe ;5 and fhewing bimfelf fo perfeétly a Stranger
roth to my Life, Preaching, and Wiiting ; and to the

- Word of GOD, and to the Articles and Homz/ze.r of 1he
Church of E ;zg[:zm:f
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to the codly Admonitions and Iujunétions of our Ordinary.
But we did not, could not promife to obey /fuch In-
junétions, as we know are contrary to the Word of Gob.

84. ¢ But why then (fay {fome) do you lcave the
Church® ?  Leave the Church! What can you mean?
Do we leave {o much as the Church-1#'alls 2 Your own
-Eyes tell you, we do not. Do we leave the Qs dinan-
ces of the Church? You daily {ece and know the coa-
trary. Do we leave the fundamental Dollrine of the
Church, namely, Salvation by Farru? It is our con-
ftant Theme, 1n publick, in private, in Writing, in
Converfation. Do we leave the Piradtice of the Church,
the Standard whereof are the Ten Commandments?
Which are {fo effentially inwrought 1n her Conftitution,
(as little as you may apprehend it) that whofoever breaks
one of the leaft of thefe, 1s no Member of the Church
of England. 1 believe you do not care to put the Caufe
on this Iffue. Neither do you mean this, by ZJeaving
the Church. In truth, I cannot conceive what you mean.
I doubt you cannot conceive yourfelf. You have re-
tail’d a Sentence from fomebody elfe,- which you no
more underftand than he. And no marvel; for itisa
true Obfervation, |

c< .ATW%‘HC&' 75 never to be underftood.’”

85. Nearly related to this is that other Objeétion,
that we divide the Church. Remember the Church is,
The Faithful Pcaple, or true Believers. Now, how do
we divide thefe? < Why, by our Societies.”” Very
good. Now the Cafe 15 plain. ¢ We diwide them
(vou {ay) by uniting them together.’> 'Truly, a very
uncommon Way of dividing. ¢ O, but we divide thofe
who are thus united with each Oth&l from the reft of
the Church.”” By no means. Many "of them were be-
fore juined to all their Brethren of the Church of England
(and many were not, until they knew us) by g/ mb/mg
themfolves togéther, to hear the Word of Gop, and to

€atl
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eat of one Bread, and drink of one Cup. And do they
now forfake thet afiimbling themielves together?  You
cannot, you dare riot iay it. You know they are more.
cdiligent therein than ever; 1t being one of the fix’d
Fules of our Societics, ¢ That every Member attend
the Ordinances of Gob,”” 7. e. Fe do ot divide from the
Church. And if any Member of the Church does
thus divide from or leave it, he hath no more Place

JdInong us.

86. I have confidered this Objeftion the more at
large, becaufe 1t is cf moft Weight with fincere Minds.
And to all thefe, if they have fairly and impartially-
weirh’d the Anfwer as well as the Objettion, I believe
it clearly appears, that we are neither wudermining, nor
defiroying, neither dividing nor leaving the Church. So
far from 1it, that we bawve great Heawvine/s, on her Ac-.
count, vea, continual Sorroaw in our Hearts. And our.
Prayer to Gob 1s, That He would »éepair the Breaches.
of Sion, and build the Walls of Ferufalem, that- this our
defolate Church may flourith again, and be the Praife of

the avhbole Earth.

2. But perhaps you have heard, that ‘ we in truth,
recard no Church at all: That Geain 1s the true Spring
of all our Afuons: That I, in particular, am well paid
for my Work, having thirteen hundred Pounds a Year
(15 a Reverend Author accurately computes it} at zbe
Foundiiy alone, over and above what I receive from
Rrijfol, Kirgswood, Neavcaftle, and other Places: And
that whoever furvives me will fee I kave made good

Ufe of my Time ; for I fhall not die a Beggar.”’

88. I freely ovwn, this is one of'the bt devifed Ob-
jections which has ever yet been made ; becaufe 1t not
only puts vs upon proving a Negative, (which is feldom
an ealy Tafl:) butalfo one of fuch a Kind as {fcarce ad-
mits of any demonflrative Proof at all. Eut for {uch
Proof as the Nature of the Thing allows, I appeal to
my Manner of Life which  hath been froimn the Begin-

T 11ng.
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ning. Ye who have feen it (and not with a friendly
Eye) for thefe twelve or fourteen Years laft paft, or for
any Part of that Time, Have ye ever feen any thing
hke the Lowe of Gain therein? Did I not continually
remember the Words of the Lorp JeEsus, ¢ I 7s more
blefled to give than to receive?’’ Ye of Oxford, Do ye
not know thefe Things are fo? What Gair did I {eek
among you? Of whom did I take any thing? From
whom did I covet Silver, or Gold, or Apparel? To
whom did I deny any thing which I had, even to the
Hour that I departed from you ?---- Ye of Epavorth and
Wroote, among whom I miniftred for (ncarly) the Space
of three Years, What Ga:» did I feeck among yox ? Or
of whom did I take or covet any Thing? Ye of Savan-
nab and Frederica, among whom G O D afterwards
proved me, and fhewed me what was in my Heart,
What Gain did I {feek among yoz? Of whom did I
take any Thing? Or whole Food or Apparel did I
covet (for Silver or Gold had ye none, no more than
I myfelf for many Months) even when I was in Hun-
gcr arnd Nakednefs? Ye yourfelves, and the Gobp and
Father of our Lord Jesus CarisT, know that I lie not.

89. ¢ But (it is faid) Things are fairly alter’d now.
Now I can’t complain of wanting any Thing; having
the yearly income of a Bifhop of Loxdon, over and a-
bove what I gain at other Places.”” At what other
Places, my Friend ? Inform yourfelf a little better,
and you will find, that both at Newcaft/e, Briffol, and
Kingfwood, (the only Places, befide Londorr, where any
Colletion at all is made) the Money collefted is both
received and expended by the Stewards of thofe feveral
Societies, and never comes into my Hands at all, nei-
ther firft nor lalt. And you, or any who dcfire it,
fhall read over the Accounts kept by any of thofe Stew-
ards, and fee with your own Eyes, that by all thefe
Societies I oain jult as much as you do.

go. The Cafe in Lordon ftands thus. In Nowember
1739, two Gertlemen, then unknown to me, (Mr.
Ball and Mr: Watkinsy came and defir’d me once and

again,
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acain, to preach in a Place calied T/e Foundeiy, near
Moorficlds.  With much ReluGance I at length com-
plied. I was {oon after prefs’d to take that Place into
my own Hands. "T'hefe who were moft earncft therein,
lent me the Purchafe-Moceney, which was 1151, Mr.
I athins and Mr. Dall then deliver’d me the Names of
feveral Subicribers, who offer’d to pay, {ome four or
fix, fome ten Shillings a Year, toward the Re-pay-
ment of the Purchafe-Money, and the putting the Build-
ings mto Repair. 'T'his amounted one Year to near
zool. the fecond to about 140, and {o the laft,

o1. The United Society begun a little after, whofe
weekly Contribution (chiefly for the Poor) 1is received
aad expended by the Stewards, and comes not mto my
Hands at all. DBut there is alfo a quarterly Subfcrip-
tion of many of the Society, which 1s nearly equal to
that above-mentioned.

9z. 'I'he Ufes to which thefe Subfcriptions have been
hitherto applied, are, 1/, The Payment of that 1151,
2dly, 'The repawring (1l might almoft fay, rebuilding)
that vaft, uncouth Heap of Ruins at the Fourdery ;
3dly, The building Galleries both for Men and Women ;
4thly, 'I'he enlarging the Society Room to near thrice
1ts firlt Bignefs. All Taxes and occcaficnal Expences
are likewife deﬁay"d out of this Fund. And it has
been hitherto fo far from yilelding any Overplus, that
1t has never fufficed for thefe Purpofes yet, So far from
that I am ftill in Debt, on thefe Accounts, near
gool So much have I hitherto gained by preachnw-
the Gofpel! Befides a Debt of 150l. flill remaining on
Account of the Schools buit at B,:77¢/ ; and another
of above zocl. on Account of that now buil ding at
cwweaflle. 1 defire any reafonable Man would now
it down and lay thele Things together, and lct him
fee, whether, allowing me a Grain of common Scufe,
(if not of common Honefty) he can poflibly conceive,
that a View of Ga:x would induce me to act in this
Manner.

03. You
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03. You can never reconcile it with any Decree of
coinmon Senfe, that a Man who wants PoLhmg, who
has already all the Neceflaries, all the Conveniencies,
nay, and many of the Superfluities of Life, and thefe
not only independent on any one, but lefs liable to Con-
tingencies than even a Gentleman’s Freehold Efiate, that
fuch an one fhould calmly and deliberately throw up his
Fafe, moft of his Friends, his Reputation, and that
Way of Life which of all others 1s moft agreeable both
to his natural Temper and Education : That he fhould
toil Day and Night, {pend all his Time and Strength,
knowingly deu.roy a firm Conftitution, and haflen into
W cakneis, Pain, Difeafes, Death,------ to gain a Debt
of fix or feven hundred Pounds !

o

94. But fuppofing the Ballance on the other Side, let
me atk you one plain Queftion. ¢ For what Gain (fet-
ting Confcience afidc) will yox be obliged to act thus?
'T'o live exaltly as I do? For what Price will yoz preach
(and that with all your Might, not 1n an eafy, indolent,
fafbionable Way) eighteen or nineteen Times every
Week ? And this throughout the Year? What fhall
I give you, to travel {even or eight Hundred Miles, in
all Weathers, every two or thrce Months? For what
Salary will yoz abitain from all other Diverfions, than
the doing Good, and the praifing Gop ?’* I am mi-
ftaken if you would not prefer Strangling to {uch a sze,
even wu:h Thoufands of Gold and Silver.

95. And what is the Comiort you have found out for
me in thefe Circumftances? Why, that ¢ I fhall not die
a Beggar.”” So now I am {fuppofed to be heaping up
Riches ------- ‘“ that I may leave them behind me.”
Icave them behind me ?  F or, whom ? My Wife and
Children ? Who are they? "They are yet unborn. Un-
lefs thou mean the Children of Faith whom G O D hath
given me. But my heavenly Father fecdeth them. In-
deed if I lay up Riches at all, it mult be 70 leave bebind
me: (Seeing my Fellowthip is a Provifion for Life.)
But I cannot underftand this. What Comfort would it
be to my Soul, now launched into Eternity, that I had

lefe
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lof? belind me Gold as the Daft, and Silver as the Sand
of Sea? Will 1t follow me over the great Gulph?
Or can I go back to 1t ?  'Thou that lifteft up thy Eyes
in Hell, what do thy Riches profit thee now ? Will all
thou once hadit under the Sun, gain thee a Drop of
Water to cool thy Tongue? O the Comfort of Rickhes
loft bchind to one who 1s tormented in that IFlame I-----
You put me in mind of thofe celebrated Lines (which I
once exceedingly admired) addrefied by way of Confo-
lation to the Soul of a poor Self-murtherer :

““ Yer fhall thy Grave avith rifing Flowers be dref?,
And the green Turf lie lioht upon thy Breaff!

Here floall the Year its earlicfl Beauties fheaw ;
Here the firft Rofes of the Spring /hall blow :
Hhile Augels, avith their Silver Wings o’ erfFade
Lhe Pluce, now facred by thy Relicks made.”’

96. I will now {imply tell you my Senfe of thele
Matters, whether you will hear, or whether you will
torbear. Food and Raiment I have; {fuch Food as I
chufe to eat, and f{uch Raiment as I chufe to put on.
I have a Flace where to lay my Head. 1 have what
15 needtul for Life and Godlinefs. And I apprehend,
this 1s all the World can afford. The Kings of the
Farth can give me no more. For, as to Gold and
Silver, I count it Dung and Drofs: I trample it under
my Feet. 1 (yet not I, but by the Grace of GO D
that is in me) efteem it juft as the Mire in the Streets.
1 defire it not; I {eek 1t not: I only fear, left any of
it fhould cleave to me, and I fhould not be able to fhake
it off, before my Spirit returns to G O'D. It muft in-
deed pafs thro’ my Hands; but 1 will take Care (GOD
being my Helper) that the Mammon of Unrighteouf-
nefs thall only pafs thro’; it {fhall not reft there. None
of the accurfed Thing fhall be found in my "Tents,
when the Lorp calleth me hence. And hear ye this,
all you who have difcovered the Treafures which I am
to leave behind me; If 1 leave behind me T'en Pounds
(ibove my Debts, and the little Arrears of my Fellow-
fhip) you and all Mankind bear Witnefs againft me,
‘“ that I lived and died a Thief and a Robber.”’
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07. Before I conclude, I cannotbut intreat you who
know G OD, to review the whole Matter from the
Foundation. Call to Mind what the State of Religion
was, in our Nation, a few Years fince. In whom did
vou find the boly Tempers that were in CHrIST ? Bow-
els of Mercies, Lowlinefs, Meeknefs ; Gentlenefs, Con-
tempt of the World, Patience, 'T'emperance, Long-
{uffering ? A burning Love to G O D, rejoicing ever-
more, and in every Thing giving Thanks; and a ten-
der Love to all Mankind, covering, believing, hoping,
enduring all Things? Perhaps you did not know one
{fuch Man 1n the World. But how many, that had &/
snholy Tempers? What Vamty and Pride, what Stub-
bornnels and Self-will, what Anger, Fretfulne{s, Dif-
content, what Sufpicion and Refentment, "what inordi-
nate AffeCtions, what irregular Paflfions, what foolifh
and hurtful Defires might you find, in thofe who were
called, zhe bef? of Men? In thofe who made the ftrict-
et Profeflion of Religion? And how few did you know
who went {fo far as the Profe/fion of Religion, who had
even the Form of Godline/s? Did you not frequently
bewail, wherever your Lot was caft, the general Want
of even QOutavard Religion? Xow few were {een at
the Publick WOI‘ﬂ'll of GOD? How much fewer
at the LorD’s Table * And was even this little Flock
zealous of good Works, careful, as they had Time,
to do Good to all Men? On the other Hand, did you
not with Grief obferve, Outaward Irreligion in every
Place? Where could you be for one Week without
being an Eye or an Ear-witnefs, of Curfing, Swearing
or Prophanenels, of Sabbath- breakmg or Drunkennefs,
of Quarrelling or Brawling, of Revenge or Obﬁ:enity?
Were thefe Things done in a Corner? Did not grofs
Iniquity of all Kinds over{pread our Land as a Flood?
Yea, and daily increafe, in Spite of all the Oppofition

which the Children of G C D did or could male a-~
caindt 1t.

98. If you had then been told, that the jealous Gob
would {oon arife and maintain his own Caufc; that he
~would pour down his Spirit from on high, and renew

E the
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the Face of the Earth; that he would fhed abroad his
Love i the Hearts of the Outcafts of Men, producing
all Zefy and heavenly Tempers, expelling Anger, and
vricae, and evil Defive, and all #x/bc/y end Earthly Tem--
jt..?.i‘ ; caufing Ouwntavard Relicion, the Work of Fairh, |
the Patience of Hope, the Labour of Love, to flourifh
and abound ; and wherever it {pread, HbOllfhlI"fT Ount-
ward frreligion, deltroying all the Works of the Devil :
1f you had been teld, that this livi ing Knowledge of
the Lorp would in a fhort Space overfpread our Land ;
yea, and daily encreafe, in Spite of ail the Oppoﬁtlon
whzch the Devil and his Children did or could make a-
cgainft it: Would you not vehemently have defir’d to
fec that Day, that you might blefs G O D and rejoice
therem ?

¢g. Behold, the Day of the LorDp is come. He is
again vifiting and redeeming his People. Having Eyes,
fee ye not? Having Ears, ~do ye not hear? Neither
underftand with your Hearts? At this Hour the LoRD
1s rolling away our Reproach. Already his Standard
1s fet up. His Spirit 1s pour’d forth on 1he Outcafls of
Men, and his Love thed abroad in their Hearts. Love
of 2ll Mankind, Meeknefs, Gentlenels, Humblenefs of
Mind, holy and heavenly Affeltions, do take Place of
Hate, Anger, Pride, Revenge, and vile or vain Affcc-
tioris. Hence, wherever the Power of the LorbD
{preads, {prings outward Religion in all its Forms.
The Houfes of GO D are filied; the Table of the
Lo=wrp 1s thronged on every Side. And thofe who thus
fhew their Love of GOD, fhew they love their Neigh-
bour alfo, by being careful to maintain good Works,
by doing all Manner of Good (as they have Time) to
all Mien. 'They are likewile careful to abftain from sll
Fvil: Curfing, Sabbath-breaking, Drunkennefs, with
1]l other (however fafhionable) Works of the Devil,
are not once named among them. All this 15 plain,
demonftrable Fact. For this alio 1s not done in a Cor-
ner. Now, do you acknowledge the Day of your Vi-
ittation } Do you blefs Gop and rejoice therein ?

100. What
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100. What hinders? Is it this, that Men {ay all
manner of Evil of thofe whom G O D is pleas’d to ufe
as Inftruments 1 his Work ? O ye Fools, did ye {up-
pofe the Devil was dead?  Or that he would not fight
for his Kingdom? And what Weapons fhall he fight
with if not with Lies? Is he not a Liar, and the Fa-
ther of it? Suffer ye then thus far. Let the Devil and
his Children {ay all manner of Evil of us. And let
them go on decciving each other, and being deceived.
But y¢ need not be deceived al{o.------ Or if you are, 1f
you «wi// believe all they {ay: Be it fo, that we are
weak, filly, wicked Men ; without Senfe, without
Learning, without even a Defire or Defign of doing
Good : Yet I infift upon the Fa&t. CurisT 1s preach-
ed, and Sinners are converted to Gop. This none but
a Madman can deny. We.are ready to prove it by a
Cloud of Witnefles. MNeither therefore can the Infe-
rence be denied, that Gop is now vifiting his Peaple.
O that all Men may know in this their Day, the
Things that make for their Peace!

101. Upon the whole, to Men of the World I
would ftill recommend the known Advice of Gamaliel -
Refiain from thefe Men, and lct them alone 5 for if this
Work be of Men, it avill come to nought ; biut if it be of
G O D, ye cannot overthrow it, leaft haply ye be found
even to fight againft GOD. But unto yoz, whom Gop
hath chofen out of the World, I {ay, ye are our Bre-

thren, and of our Father’s Houfe. It behoveth yor, in
whatfoever Manner ye are able, to frensthern our Hands
iz GOD. And this ye are all able to do; to wifh us
good Luck in the Name of the Lorp; and, to pray
continually, that none of #befe Things may move us, and
that ave may #not count our Lives dear unto ourfelves, fo

2hat we may fiuifh our Courfe awith Foy, and the Minifiry |
which ae hawve received of the Lorp JEsus ! |

r..'-.

F I N IS.
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PriviTive CHRISTIANITY,

A PPY the Souls who firft believ’d,
To JEsus, and each other cleav’d,
Join’d by the Unétion from above,
In myftic Fellowfhip of Love.

Meek, fimple Followers of the Lamb

They liv’d, and {pake, and thought the {ame ;
Brake the Commemorative Bread,

And drank the Spirit of their Head.

On GOD they caft their every Care,
Wreltling with G OD in mighty Prayer,
They claim’d the Grace, thro’> Jesus given ;
By Prayer, they fhut, and open’d Heaven.

To Jesus they perform’d their Vows,
A little Church in every Houfe ;
T'hey joyfully confpir’d to raife

Their ceafelefs Sacrifice of Praife.

Propriety was there unknown,
None call’d what he pofifefs’d his own ;
Where all the Common Blefling fhare,

No Selfith Happinefs was there.

With Grace abundantly endu’d,
A Pure, Believing Multitude ;
They all were of one Heart and Soul,

And only Love infpir’d the whole.

» O what an Age of Golden Days!

O what a Choice, Peculiar Race!
Waifh’d in the Lamb’s all-cleanfing Blood,

Anocinted Kings, and Priefts to GO D! ﬁ
8 Where
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Where (hall 1 wander now to {ind
The Succeflors they left behind ?
The Faichful, whom I {eelz in vain,
Are minifihi’d from the Sons of Men.

Ye different Seéts, who all declare,

Lo! here is CurisT, or Curist isthere
Your+tronger Proofs Divinely give,

And foewv me where T'ne CrrisTIiaNS live.

Your Claim, alas! ye cannot prove,

Ye want the Genuine Mark of Love s
Thou only, Lorp, Thine own canit fhew,
For {fure Thou haft a Church below.

'The Gates of Hell cannot prevail,
'The Church on Earth can never fail
Alil join e to thy Secret ones,

Ah! gather all thy Living Stones,

Scatte:’d o’er all the Earth they lie,
*T51l Thou colleét them with thine Eye,
Draw by the Mufick of thy Name,
And charm into a beauteous Frame.

For this the pleading Spirit groans,
And cries in 2ll thy bani{h’d Ones :
Greateft of Gafts, thy Leve unpart,
And make us of one Mind and Heart.

14 Join every Soul that looks to 'Thee,

-3

In Bonds of perfe& Charity :
Now, Lorp, the glorious Fulnefs gwe
And all in Al forever live.

P ART Il

JEsus, from whom all Bleffings How,

Lreat Builder of thy Chureh below,
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If now thy Spirit moves my Dreait,
Flear, and fultl thy own Requeft.

The I'ew that truly call Thee Lorp,
And wait thy Sanftifying Word,

And Thee their utmoit Saviou2z own,
Unite, and perfelt them in one.

Gather them in on every Side,

And 1in thy Tabernacle hide; -

Give them a Refting-place to find, .
A Covert from the Storm and Wind.

O find them out fome calm Recefs,
Sorne unfrequented Wildernefs!

‘T'hou, Lorbp, the {ecret Place prepare,

And hide, and feed zbe Womain there.

T'hither colle& thy little Flock,
Under the Shadow of their Rock:
‘T'he holy Seed, the royal Race,

T'he fltanding Monu’ments of thy Grace.

O let them All thy Mind exprefs,
Stand forth thy Chofen Witnefles!

T'hy Power unto Salvation fhew,

And perfect Holinefs below :

The Fulnefs of thy Grace receive,
And fimply to thy Glory live ;

Strongly refle¢t the Light Divine,
And in a lLand of Darknels fthine.

In them let a!l Mankind behold, -

How Chriftians liv’d in Days of old;
(Mighty their envious Foes to move,
A Proverb of Reproach---and Love.)

O mazke
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O make them of one Soul and Heart,
'The All-conforming Mind impart ;
Spirit of Peace and Unity,

1'he Sinlefs Mind that was 1n T hee.

Call them into thy wond’rous Light,

VWorthy to walk with Thee in White;
Make up thy Jewels, Lorp, and fhew
"The Glorious, Spotlefs Church below.

From every finful Wrinkle free,
Redeem’d from All Iniquity ;

The Fellowfhip of Saints make known :
And O, my GO D, might I be One!

O might my Lot be caft with Thefe,
The leaft of JEsu’s Witnefles!

O that my Lorp would count me meet
"T'o wath his dear Difciples Feet!

13 This only Thing do I require,

Thou knowft ’tis All my Heart’s Defire,
Freely what I receive to give,

The Servant of thy Church to live.

14 After mylowly Lorp to go,

And wait upon thy Saints below,
Enjoy the Grace to Angels given,
And ferve the Royal Heirs of Heaven.

15 Lorp, if I now thy Drawings feel,

And afk according to thy Will,

Confirm the Prayer, the Seal impart,

And {peak the Anfyer _to_my_kleart.
£l 1 519

16 Tell me (or Th(";ﬁ fhalt never go)

¢ T'hy Prayer is herrd, 1t {hall be fo.”-:--
The Word hath pa’s’d thy Lips---and 1
Shall with thy Peoyjle live and die.
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