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A
FARTHER APPEAL
| T o |
Men of _Rea.fon and Religion.,

PART L

Manner. I could, both my Principles and Prac-

tice ; and anfwmed fome of the moft Impor-
| tant, as well as the moft Common Objeltions to
each. DBut I have not yet delivered my own Soul. I
believe it is fill incumbent upon me to anfwer o-
ther Objettions, particularly fuch as have been urged
by thofe who are efteemm’d Religious or Reafonable
Men,

Thefe partly relate to the Docrines T teach, partly
to iy Muauner of teaching them, and partly to the
E ffects which are fuppofed to follow from tea ching
thefe Do&rmes in this Manner. |

I. 1. Iwill briefly mention what thofe Dc-&rwes arc,

| befme T confider the Obje&ions againft thém. Now
all I teach refpells either The Nature and Condition
of Fuftification, The Nature and Condition of Salvea-
tion, ["he Nature of Juflifying and Saving F. azr/;, or
'‘T'he Author of Falth and Salvation, |

2. Firft, i he Nature of Jultification, It {ome-
times mcanﬁ,rfﬂ QOur Acquittal at the laft Day. But

11\7 a former Treatife I declared, in the plaineft

2 Merr, 11, 37, S |
B - this
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this 1s altogether out of the prefent Queftion: That
- Juftification . whereof our Articles and Homilies fpeak,
meaning Prefent Forgivenefs, -Pardon of Sins, and cen-
{fequently Acceptance with Gop: Who therein b 4e-
clarves bhis Rightcoufuefs or Mercy, by or for the Remif~
Sfion of the Sins that are pajl, faying, Lavill be merci-
Jul to thy Unrighteonfnefs, and thine Iniquities I awill
romember no more. e

I believe, ¢ the Condition ‘of this, 15 Faith: I
mean, not only, T'hat without Faith, we cannot be
juftified ; but alfo, that as {0on as any one has True
Faith, 1in that Moment he 1s juftified.

1 Good Works follow this Faith, but cannot go be-

fore 1t : Much lefs can Sanfkification, which implies,
a continued Courfe of Geod Works, {pringing from
Holinefs of Heart. But it is allowed, that Entire
¢ Sanftification goes before our Jtftification at the Laft
Day.
“ l{ is allowed alfo,.that * Repentance and & Fruits
meet for Repentance, go before Faith. Repentance
abfolutely muft go belore Faith : Fruits meet for it, if
there be Opportunity. By Repentance, I mean, Con-
vi€tion of Sin, producing Real - Deflires and Sincere
Refolutions of Amendment: And by Fruits meet for
Repentance, ® Forgiving our Brother, ! ceafing frem
" evil, doing good, * ufing the Ordinances of Gop, and
in general ! obeying him according to the Meafare of
Grace which we have received. But thefe, I cannot
as yet, term Good Works ; becanfe they do not {pring
from Faith and the Love of Gon.

3. By Salvation I mean, not barely, according to .«
the vulgar Notion, Deliverance from Hell, or going to
" Heaven : But a Prelent Deliverance from Sin, a Re-
ftoration of the Soul to its Primitive Health, 1ts Ori-
ginal Purity ;5 A Recovery of the Divine Nature;
The Renewal of our Souls after the Image of Goop,
in Righteoufnefs and True Holinefs, 1n Jultice, Merey

o _'ﬂ

b Rom. iii. 25. € Rom. iv. §,&¢c. < Luke vi. 43.

& Heb. xii. 14.. f Mark i, 15, & Mars, 31 8.

b Matt. vi. 14, 5. 1 Luke iil. 4, 9, &c. ¥ DMart.

vil, 7. ! Matt, xxv. 29: | ;
]l
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and Truth. This implies all Holy and Heavenly Tem-
pers, and by Confequence all Holinefs of Converfation.

- WNow, if by Salvation we mean, a prefent Salvation
from Sin, we cannot {ay, Holinefs is the Condition of
it. For itis the Thing itfelf. Salvation, in this Senfe,
and Holinefs are Synonimous T'erms. We mufl there-

.. fore fay, We are faved by Faith. Faith is the fole

Condition' of this Salvation. For without Faith we
cannot be thus faved. But wholoever believeth, is
faved already.

Without Faith ‘we cannot be thus faved. Ior we
can’t rightly {ferve Gop, unlefs we love him. And
we can't love him, uniefs we know him ; neither can
we know Gop, unlefs by Faith, Therefore Salvation
by Faith, 15 only in other Words, The Love of
Gop by the Knowledge of Gop: or, The Recovery
of the Image of Gop, by a true fpiritual Acquain-
tance with him. ]

-~ 4. Faith, in general, is, a Divine, Supernatural

iﬁsg@q > of T hings not {een,inot dilcoverable by our Bo-
dily Senfes, as being either Paft, Future or Spiritual.
Fuftifying Faith 1mplies, not only a Divine #acfyos, That
GOD was in Chrifl, reconciling the World unto bhimfclf,
But a {fure Truft and Confidence, that Chriit died for
sy Sins, that he loved me and gave himfelf for e,
And the Moment a penitent Sinner believes this, Gop
pardons and abfolves him.

And as foon as his Pardon or Juftification is witneft
to him by the Holy Ghoft, he 1s faved. Heloves Gop
~and all Mankind. He has the Mind that avas ix

-+ Lhriff, and Power to walk as be alfo walted, From

that T'ime (unlefs he make Shipwreck of the Faith)
Salvation gradually increafes in his Soul. For /5 is the
Kingdom of GOD, es if a Man fhorld caff. Seed-into
the Ground—dnd it fpringeth up, firft the Blade, then
the Ear, cfter thot the full Corg in the Ear.
" §. The firft Sowing of this Seed, I cannot conceive
- to be other than Inftantaneous: Whether I confider
- Experience, or thc Word of Gop, or the very Na-
ture of the Thing=—=——HHowever I contend not for a

A Fidence or Conviddion.
B 2 Circume
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Circumflance, but the Subftance ; if you can- attain it
another Way, do. ,Only fee that you do attain it;
tor if you fall fhert, you perifh everlaftingly. |

- ‘This Beginning of that Vaft, Inward Change, is
ufually term’d 72e¢ New Birth. Baptifm is the outward.
Sign of this inward Grace, which is fuppofed by our
Church, to be given with and thro’ that Sign to all
Infants, and to thole of Riper Years, if they repent
and believe the Goipel. But how extremely idle are
the Common Difputes on this Head? I tell a Sinner,
““ You muft be born agamn.” ¢ No, fay you, He
was born again in Baptilm. | Therefore he -cannot be.
born again now.” Alas! What trifling is this ? What
if he was #Jen a Child of Gop ? He is zsaw manifeftly
a Child of the Devil. For the Works of his Father
he doth. Therefore do not play upon Words. He.
mufl go thro’ an entire Change of Heart. In one
rot yet baptiz’d, you youri€if would call that Change,.
The New Birth, In him, -call it what you will;
But remember meantime, That if either he or you die-
without it; your Baptifm will be {ofar from profiting
you, that it will greatly increafe your Damnation.-

- 6. The Author of Faith and Salvation 1s Gop a--
lene., It is he that works in us both to will and to
¢o. He is the Sole Giver of every Good Gift, and
and the Sole Author of every Gocd Work, There
15 no more of PPower than of Merit in Man ; buat as
«J1 Merit i1s 1n the Son of Gop, in what he has done-
and fuffered for us, {o all Power is in the Spirit of
Gon. And therctore every Mzan, in order to be-
lieve unto Salvation, muft receive the Holy Gholt.
This is eflentially neceflary to every Chriftian, not in
order to his working Miracles, but in order to Faith,
Peace, Joy and lLoove, the Ordinary Fruits of the
Spirit.

Altho' no Man on garth can explain the Particul»
Moanner, wherein the Spirit of Gop works on the
Soul, yet wholoever has thefe Fruits, cannot but know
and fee/ that Gop has wrought them in Lis Fleart.

.. Sometimes, e alls more parucularly on the Un-
. derftanding, opening or inlightning it,” (as the SC;‘_iPtLiI'E:)
~ - Apeals



, (5)
{peaks} and revealing, unveiling, difcovering to us the
deep Things of GOD. .

Sometimes he afts on the Wills and Affe&tions of
Men ; withdrawing them from Evil, inclining them to
Good, #n/piring, (breathing, as it were) Good ["houghts
into them: So it has frequently been expreft, by an
ealy, natural Metaphor, firiftly analogous to [IN"},
T avevpa, Spiritus, and the Words ufed in moft Modern
Tongues alfo, to denote the Third Perfon in the Ever-
blefted Trinity. But however it be ‘expreft, it is cer-
tain, all true Faith, and the whole Work of Salvation,
every Good Thought, Word and Work 1s altogether

by the Operation of 24e Spirit of GOD.

IL. x. I come now to confider the Principal Objec-

tions, which have lately been made againft thefe Doc-
trines. v |

' T know nothing material which has been objefted,
as to the Natare of Juftification : But many Perfons feem
to be very confufed, in their Thoughts concerning it,
and fpeak as if they had never heard of any Juftification,
antecedent to that of the lat Day. To clear uvp this,
there needs only a clofer Infpetion of our Articles and
Homilies 5 wherein Juftification is always taken, for the
Prefent Remiffion of our Sins,

But many are the Objeftions which have been warm-
ly urged, againft the Condition of juftification, Faith
Alone : Particularly in twe Treatifes, the Former inti-
. tled, The Notions of the Methodifts fully difproved : The
;. Second, ThHe Notions of the Methodifts farther difprove;

‘In both of whick it is vehemently afirmed, 1. That
this is not a Scriptural Do€trine, z. ‘That it is not the
- Doétrine of the Church of England, |

It will not be needful to name the Former of thefe
any more ; {eeing there 1s neither one Text produced
' therein, to prove this Doltrine Unfcriptural, nor one
Sentence from the' Articles or Homilies, to prove it
“contrary to the Doétrine of the Church.- But{o much
. Oof the Latter as relates to the Merits of the Caufe, I
' will endeavour to confider calmly. As to what is Per=

B 3 Jfonal,



Sonal, Ileave it asitis. GO.D. be merciful to me, a
Sinner ! - | | T - -

I
&

- 2. T'o prove this Doétrine Unfcriptural, That ¢, Faith
“ alone is the Condition of Juftification,” you alledge, -
T'hat ¢ Sanéification, according to Scripture, muft go
“ before it:”" To evince which, you quote the follow-
ing T'exts, which I leave as I find them : 2 Go, difciple
all Nations—teaching them to obferwve all Thingsy wwbat-
Soever I have commanded them. © He that belicveth and

is baptized [fboll be faved. ¢ Preach Repentance and
Remiffion of Sins. ¢ Repent and be baptized every one of
you, for the Remifion of Sins. © Repent and be. converted,
that your Sins may be blotted out. t By one Offering he
hath perfeited for ever them that are fanflifird. You
add, ¢ St. Paul taught & Repentance toward GOD, and
¢ Faith toward our Lord Fefus Chrift 3 and calls P Re-.

3

¢ pentance from dead Works, and Fuith toward God,.
““ firft Principles.” .

You {ubjoin, ¢ Butye are wafbed, {ays he, but ye are
“ fanflified, but ye are juftified. By «wa/h’d is meant
« their Baptiflm; and by their Baptifm is meant, firit
¢¢ their Sanctification, and then #beirJuitification.” This
is a flat begging the Queftion; you take for granted,
the very Point which you ounght te prove. ¢ St. Pcter.
“ alfo, you fay, affirms, that Baptifin doth fawe us or
¢« juflify us.”” Again, you beg the Queftion: You take
for granted what I .utterly deny, wiz. That fzwe and’
juftify are here Synonymous T'enns. Till thisis prov'd,.
you can draw no Inference at all; for you have no
Foundation whereon to build. |

I conceive thefe and all the Scriptures which can be
quoted to prove Santtification antecedent to Juftification,
(if~- they do not relate to our Final Juflification) prove
only (what I have never denied) 'That Repentance, or
Conviction of Sin, and Fruits meet for Repentance, pre-
cede that Faith whereby we are juftified: But by no
Means, that the Love of Gop, or any Branch of True
Holinefs, muft or can precede Faith.

2 Matt, xxviil. 19, 20. Y Mark xvi. 16. ¢ Luke
xxiv, 47. ¢ AFsii. 38, © c. 1l 19. f Heb x. 14.
2 Ads xx, 210 B Heb, vi, 1. o | |

3. It
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g 3+. It is objetted,  Secondly, _Tl}ati Juflification by
Faith alone, is'not the Doftrine of the Church of En-

gland. ' ‘

¢¢ You belicve, {ays the Writer abovemention’d, that
no Good Work can be previous to Juftification, nor
confequently a Condition of it. But Gop be prai,'d,
our Church has no where deliver’d {uch Abominable

41
€<
£&

- ¢¢ Doltrine.””  Page 14.

¢ The Clergy contend for Inward Holinefs, as pre-
£C

vious to the Firlt ]uﬂiﬁcarion-—-—-This is the Doélrine
they univerfally inculcate, and which you cannot op-
pofe without contradi€ting tlie Doclrine of our
““ Church.” Page 26,

¢ All your ftrengeit Perfuafives to the Love of Gonp,
will not blanch over -the Deformity of that i oc-
trine, That Men may be juftifiecd~—Dby Faith alone—
Unlefs you publickly recant this Joirid Doétrine,

44

£
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. ¢ your Faith 1s vamn.”  Page 27.

- «¢ If you will vouchfafe to purge out this wenomous
«“ Part of your Principles, in which the awiae, effentinl,
“ fundamental, irreconcibeable Diflerence, as you very
s juftly term it, mainly confifts, then there will be found
« {o far no Difagreement between you and the Clergy
¢ of the Church of England. ibid. '

4. In order to be cleaily and fully {atisfied, what the
Docétrine of the Church of Englerd 1s {(as 1t ftands op-
pofite to the Doctrine of the Autinomians, on the one
Hand, and to that of Fuflification by Works on the

~other) T will imply {et down what occurs on this Idead,

either in her Liturgy, Articles or Homuilies.

¢ Spare Thou them, O Gop, which confefs rhoiy
¢« Faults: Reflore thou them thatare penzient, according

* . . b N =
‘“ to thy Promifes declared unto Mankind 1 Chrift fefu,

- ¢¢ our Lord.”

- £€

f

B ¥ ;

4
}
A

1

. &€

£ Chrift our Lord.”  Colle&t for A/p-Weduefdey.

¢ He pardoncth and abfolveth all them that ¢
pent and wnféigredly beliewe his holy Gofpel.” .
““ Almighty Gop, who doft forgive the Sins of them
that are peniter?, create and make in _us new and
contrite Hearts ; that we wom‘é:’ly /ammtmg our Siis
-and acknowledging our Wretckednefs, may .obtain, of
thee perfet Remiffion and Forgivenefs, thro’ Jefus

ly rea

€4

' ¥

)
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¢¢ Almighty God—hath promifed ‘Forgivenefs of
¢ Qins toall them that with bearty Repentance and trne
&« Faith tarn unto him.”  Coemmunion O flice. B
- Qur Lord Jefus Chrift hath left Power to abfolve
« a1l Sinners who truly repent and beliewe in him.” Vi.
fitation of the Sick. |
¢¢ Give him unfeigned Repentance and ftedfalt Fairh,
¢ that his Sins may be blotted out.” 2bid.
¢« He is a merciful Receiver of all true, pemitenr Sin-
¢ ners, and is ready to pardon us, if we come unto him
¢ with faithful Repentance.” Commination Office.
Infants indeed our Church f{uppofes to be juftified
in Baptifm, altho® they cannot then either belicve or
repent. But fhe exprefly requires both Repentance and
Fasith, in thofe who come to be baptized when they
are of Riper Years. |
- As earneftly therefore as our Church inculcates, Jufti-
fication by Faith alone, the neverthelefs {uppofes Repes-
rance to be previous to Faith, and Firuits meet for Re-
gentance : Yea, and Univer{al Holinefs to be previous
to Final Juftification, as evidently appears from the fol-
Jowing Words :
¢t T et us befeech him~—that the Reft of our Life
*“ may be pure and holy, fo that at the laft we may
“ come to his eternal Joy.” Abfolution.
‘¢ May we ferioufly apply our Hearts to that Holy
“ and Heavenly Wifdom here, which may in the End
“t bring us to Life everlafting.” Vifitation of the Sict.
- ¢ Raife vs from the Death of Sin unte the Life of
¢ Righteoulnefs,—that at the lalt Day we may be
¢ found acceptable in thy Sight.”’  Burial Gfice.
‘“ If we from henceforth walk in his Ways ~feeking
¢t always his Glory, Chrift will fet us on his Right
Hand.” Commination Office.
5. We come next to the Articles of our Church :
The foriner Part of the Ninth runs thus:

Of Ovriginal or Birth Sin.

¢¢ QOriginal Sin——is the Fault and Corruption ¢f the
** Nature of every Man-—-whereby Ndn is very far gone
““ from Original Righteoufnefs, and s of his own"Na-

:‘ ture
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‘. ture inclined to Evil, fo that the Flefh Iufleth always$
* contrary to the Spirit: And therefore in every Per-
¢ {on horn into this World, it deferveth Gop’s Wrath
““ and Damnation,”

ART.. X, OF Free Wil

‘¢ 'The Condition of IMan after the Fall of Adam 13
¢ fuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himfelf by his
“ own natural Strength and Good Works to Faith and
‘¢ calling upon Gop. Wherefore we-have no Power
““ 'to do good Works, pleafant and acceptable to Gow,
¢« without the Grace of Gop by Chriit preventing us,
‘¢ that we may have a good Will, and working with us
¢¢ when we have that good Will. »

AR T. XI. OFf the Fuftification of Man.

. ¢ We are accounted Righteous before Gep, only for

““ the Merit ‘of our Lord and Saviour jc{'us Chritt by
¢ Faith, and not for our own Works or J_)e:ervmge."
¢ Wherefore that we are juftified by Faith only, is a
‘¢ moflt wholefome Doltrine, and very full of Com"m e
*“ as more largely is exprefs’d in.the Homily of Juftifi
‘¢ canon.’

I believe this Article relates to the Meritarions Ceufe
ef Jullification, rather than to the Conditisn of it. On
this therefore I do not build any 1 hing concerning it,
but on thofe that follow.

A RT, XII. OFfFGood Works,

‘¢ Albeit that Geod Woiks which are the Fruits of
¢“ Faith and follow after Juflification, cannot put away
““ our Sins——yet arc¢ they pleafing and acceptable to
‘“ Gop in Chrift, and do {pring out neceflarily of a
‘“ true and lively Faith: Infomuch that by them a live-
““ ly Faicth may be as evidently known, as a T'ree may
‘“ be known by the Fruit.”

We are taught here, 1. That Good I7orks in general,
Jolloaw after Tuﬁlﬁcatlon. 2. 'T'hat they [pring out of a
true and lively Fuirh, that Faith whereby we are julti-

* ficd :
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fied: 2. That true, juftifying Faith may be as -evi-
dently known by them, as a Tree difcerned by’the
Fruit. . A

Does it not follow, That the {uppofing any Good’/¥ o+
to go before Juftification, is full as ablurd as the fup-
pofing an Apple or,any other Fruit to grow before the
T'ree ? :

- But let us hear the Church, f{peaking yet more
plainly. | _

ART. XIIL. Of Works done before _"ﬁ:ﬁ.f;ﬁmtiam

‘“ Works done before the Grace of Chrift and the
¢ Infpirationof his Spirit, (/. e. before Juftification, as
‘* the Title exprefles it) are not pleafant to Gobp, for-
““ afmuch as they {pring not of Faith in Jefu Chrift—
** Yea rather, for that they are not done as Gop hath
‘“ willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt
“‘. not they have the Nature of Sin.” L

Now, if all Works done before Juftification, have
the Nature of Sin, {both becaufe they f{pring not of
Faith in Chrift, and becaufe they are not done as Gob
hath wilic<' and commanded them to be done) What
becomes of Santification previous to Juftification ? It 1s
utterly excluded : Seeing whatever is previous to Jufti-
fication, is not Good or Holy, but Evil and Sinful.

. Altho’ therefore our'Church' does frequently affert,
That we ought to repent and bring forth Fruits meet
for Repentance, if ever we woud attain to that Faith,
whereby alone we are juftified: Yet fhe never aflerts
(and here the Hinge of the Queftion turns) That thefe are -
Good Works, {o long as they are previous to Juftification.
Nay fhe exprefly afferts the direct contrary, wiz. That
they have all the Nature of Sin.  So that this ¢ Hor-
‘“ rid, Scandalous, Wicked, Abominable,;  Venomous,
¢¢ Blafphemous Doétrine,” is neverthelefs the Doétrine
of the Church of England.

6. It remains, to confider what occurs ‘in the Ho-
milies, firft with regard to the Meritorious Caufe of
our Juitification, agreeable to the 11th, and-'then with .
regard to the Condition of it, agreeablé!to‘the tzth
and 13th Articles. ~..% .. . cloesnRe T - 0

. W s Thefe
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¢4 Thefe Thinga'muft go together in our Juftificdti.
on ; upon Gop's Part, his great Mercy and Grace ;
upon Chrift’s Part, the Satisfa@tion of Gop’s Juftice ;
,and upon our Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits

f Jefus Chnft.” " Homily on Salvation, Part 1.

< So that the Grace of Gop doth not fhut out the
Juftice .(or Rightcoulnefs) of Gop in our Juftification ;
but only fhutteth out the: RJghteouﬁlefs of Manw—as
to deferving our Juftification.” —

““ And therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on the
Behalf of Man, concerning his Juilification, but only
a True Faith”

¢ And yet that Faith doth not fhut out Repentance
Hope, Love, to be join’d with Faith (that is, after-
awards ;- {ee below) in every Man that is juftfied——
Neither doth Faith fhut out the Righteoufnefs of our
Good Works, neceffarily to- be done afferzvads. But
it excludeth them fo, that we mmay not do shem to

this- Integt, to be made jult (or, to be juftified) by
doing thetn.”

¢ That we are Juﬁy‘ied oy Faith alone, is {poken,
to.take away clearly all Merit- of our. Works, and
wholly to afcribe the Adesr z.t and -Deferwing ot -our _]u*

- fication unto Chrift.only.” thid me r: .

¢ The true I\/Ieanmg of this Saying, We be_;y’?.yf-r
ed by ‘Faith only, is this, We be juitified by the M-
rits of Chrift only, and not of our own Works,” |
i&ld Pf’?’f III

Thus far touching the Merizorions Canfz of our

juﬂlﬁcatlon s refer'd to in the 11th Article. 'The 12th
~and 13th are a Summary of what now follows, with
regard to the Condition of it.
. ¢« Of (juﬁlfylng)True Faich,three Things are f' cial-
ly to be noted, 1. That it brmgeth forth Good WorLs
2. That wuhout it can no Good Works be done. 3.
What Good Works it doth bring forth.”  Sermon
on Faith, Part 1.

“ Without Faith can no Good Work be done,
agcepted” and: pleafant unto Gop. For a5« .Bm::.;b
cannot bear Fruit of itfelf, faith our Saviour Chrift, ex-
cept it -abide in z‘;.!e Vine, [0 cannot Jou, ExXcEpt yoi (Jé.e.:/e.'
in me. F aith giveth Life to the Soul; and they be as

much
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much dead to Gop that lack Faith, as they ‘be to
the World, whofe Bodies. lack Souls, Without Faith
a1l that 1s done of us, 1s but dead before Gon. FEven
as a Picture is but a dead Reprefentation of the Thing
itfelf, fo be the Works of ail unfaithful (unbelieving)-
Perfons before Gopn. They be but Shadows of lively
and good Things, and not good Things indeed.
For true. Faith doth give Life to the Works, and
without Faith no Work is Good before Gop.” 74i4:
Pare III. | .

«“« We muft fet no Good Works before Faith,
nor tkink that before Faith a Man may do any Good
Works., For fuch Works are as the Courfe of an
Jorf{e that runneth out of the Way, which taketh
oveat ‘Liabour, but to no Purpofe.”’ - 2bid..

¢« -‘Without Faith we have no Virtues, -but only the
Shadows of them:.  All the Lifc of them that lack
the true Faith is Sin.”” . ‘ibid.

«« As Men firft have Life, and after be nourifhed,
{fo muft our Faith go before and after be nourifhed
with Good Works., And Life may be without Nou-
rithment, but Nourifhment cannot' be without Life.”
Homily of Works annex'd o Faith, Pare 1.

¢ | can thew a Man, that by Faith without Works
lived and came to Heaven. - But without Faith never
Man had Life. The Thief on the Crofs only believ-
ed, arnd the moft merciful Gop juftified him. Truth
it is, if he had lived and not regarded Faith and the
Works thereof, he fhou’d have loft his Salvation a-
gain. But this I fay, Faith by itlelf faved Him. DBut
Works by themfelves never juftified any Man.,”” :

"« Good Works go not before, in him which fhall
afterward be juftified. But Good Works do follow af-
ter, when a Man is firft juflihed.” Homily on Fafl-
z';zg? Part 1. _

8. From the whole Tenor then of her Liturgy, Ar-
ticles and Homilies, the Doftrine of the Church of
England appears to be this: | |

1. That no Good Work, properly fo called, can go
before ]uﬁiﬁcation: -

2. That no Degree of True Sanflification can be
previous to 1t. | BT

2 - 3. 'That
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3. That as the Meritorious Cuufe of Jultification is,
The Life and Death of Chrilt ; fo the Condition of it,
is Faith, Faith Alone; and
4. That both Inward and Outward Holinefs, are
confequent on this Faith, and are the Ordinary, Stated
Condition, of Final Juftification.

et

9. And what more can Yo« defire, who have hither-
to oppofed Fuftification by Fuaith Alone, merely upon a
Principle of Conlicience ; becaufe you was zealous for
. Holinefs and Good Works ? Do I not effe¢tually {fecure

thefe from Contempt, at the fame Time that [ defend
the Do&trines of the Church? I not only allow, but
vehemently contend, That none fhall ever enter into
Glory, who 1s not Holy on Earth, as well in Heart, as
in all Manner of Converfation. 1 cry aloud, Let «l/
that hawe believed, be carefil to maintain Good Works :
And, Let every one that nameth the Nawme of Chrift, de-
~~ part from all Iniquity. 1 exhort even thofe who are
confcious they do not believe, Ceafe to do Ewil, learn
to do well : The Kingdom of Heawvenis at Hand ; there-
fore repent, and briug forth Fruits meet for Repentance.
Are not thefe DireCtions the very fame in Subflance,
which you yourfelf would give to Perfons fo circum-.
{ftanced ? What means then this endlefs S#rif2 of Words ¢
Or, avhat doth Your arguing reprove 2

10. Many of thofe who are perhaps as zealous of
Good Works as you, think I have allow’d you too much.
—-Nay, my Brethren, but how can we help allowing it.
if we allow the Scriptures to be from Gop ? For is it

~ _not written, and do not you yourfelves believe, #77¢4-

out Holinefs no Man foall fee the Lord 2 And how then,
without fighting about Words, can we deny, That

. Holinefs is a Condition of Final Acceptance? And, as
+ » to the firft Acceptance or Pardon, does not all Expe-
rience as well as Scripture prove, That no Man ever
yet truly belicved the Gojfpel, who did not firlt repoir 2
‘T"hatnone was ever yet truly conzinced of Rightcoufuels,
who was not firflt convinced of Sin ?Repentance therefore
in ¢0is Senfe, we cannot deny to be neceflarily pre-
vious to Fuaith. Is it not equally undeniable, Trat
the running back into knogn, wilful Sin, (fuppofe it
’ were
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were Drunkennels or Uncleannefs) ftifles that Repen-
tance or.Convi€tion ! And can that Repentance come
to any good Iffue in his Soul, who refolves Not to for-
give his Brother ? Or who obftinately refrains from what
Gop convinces him 1s right, whether it be Prayer or
hearing his Word ? Would you fcruple yourfelf to tell
one of thefe, ¢ Why, 1f you «wi// thus drink away all
<¢ Conviftion, How fhou’d you ever truly know Your, -
¢« Want of Chrift? Or confequently, believe in Him ?
¢« —If you «wi/l not forgive your Brother Ais Tref-
¢¢ pafles, neither will your Heavenly Father forgive You
““ your Trefpafles—1f You awi// not ask, how can you
<¢ expet to receive ?—If You «wi// not hear, how can
“¢ Faith come by bearing 2 It is plain, You griewe the
<« Spirit of GOD ; You «will not have Him to reign
« over You. Take Care that he do not utterly depart
““ from you. Forunto Him that bath, /ball be given :
¢ But from bimthat hath not, i, e. ufes it not, fball be
¢ taken away even that awkich be bath?” Wou'd you
fcruple, on a proper Occafion to fay this? You cou’d
not {cruple it, if you believe the Bible. But in {aying
this, You allow all which I have faid, w/z. That pre-
vious to Juftifying Faith, there »z# be Repentance,
and if Opportunity permit, Fruits meet for Repen-
£ance,

11. And yetI allow You this, That altho® both Re-
pentance and the Fruits thereof are in Some Senfe ne-
ceflary before Juftification, yet neither the one nor the
other is neceflary in the fume Senfe ov in the fume De-
gree with Faith, Not in the fame Degree. Fer in
whatever Moment a Man believes (in the Chriftian Senfe
of the Word) he is juftified, his Sins are blotted out,
bis Faith is counted to him for Rightcoufnefs. But it is not
io, at whatever Moment he repents, or brings forth any
or all the Fruits of Repentance. Faith Alone therefore
juttifies ;5 which Repentance alone does not; much
lefs anv outward Work. And confequently, none of
thefe are neceflury to Juftification, in the fume Degree
with Faith.

INor in the fome Senfe. For none of thefe has {o
Dirc€t, Immediate a Relation to Juitification as Faith.
“This is Proxwunately neceflary thereto; Repentance,

7 Remotely,
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- Remotely, as it 1s neceflary to the Increafe or Conti-
nuance of Repentance. And even in this Senfe, thefe
are only neceffary, on Suppofition—=if there be Time

and Opportunity for them: For in many Inftances
there is not : but Gop cuts fhort his Work, and Faith
prevents the Fruits of Repentance. So that the Gene-
.ral Propofition is not overthrown, but clearly efta-
blithed by thefe Conceflions; and we conclude ftill,
both on the Authority of Scripture and the Church,

That Faith Alone 1s the Proximate Condition of Jutti-
fication.

ITI. 1. I was once inclined to believe that none
wou’d openly objeft, againft what I had any where {aid
of the Nature of Salvation. How greatly then was I
{urpriz’d fome Months ago, when I was thewn a Kind
of Circular Lztter, which one of thofe whom 2be Holy
. Ghoft bath made Owverfeers of his Charch, I was inform-
- ed had f{ent to all the Clergy of his Diocefe §

Part of it ran (nearly, if not exaltly) thus:

‘“ There is Great Indifcretion in preaching up a Sort
‘“ Religion, as the True and Only Chriftianity, which
““ in their own Account of 1it, confills in an Enthu-
““ fiaftick Ardor, to be underftood or attained by very
‘“ few, and not to be prattifed without breaking in
““ upon the Common Duties of Life.”

O my Lord, what Manner of Words are thefe! Sup-

» pofing Candor and Love out of the Queftion, are they

Words of Truth ? 1 dare ftake my Life upon it,. there is
not One True Claufe in all this Paragraph.

'The Propofitions contained therein,. are thefe :

y. That the Religion I preach confifts in an Enthu--
fiaftick Ardor:

2. That it can be attained by very few:

.3. 'That itcan be underftood by. very few :

4. That it cannot be pratifed without breaking in-
upon the Common Duties of Life.

C 2
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§. And that all this may be prov’d by my own Ac-

count of it.

I earneftly intreat your Grace, to review my .own
Account of it, as it {tands in any of my former Writ-
ings : Cr to confider the fhort Account which 1s given
in This. And if you can thence make good any
one of thofe Propofitions, I do hereby promife before
wop and the World, ‘That I will never preach more.

At prefent I do not well underftand what your
Grace means by ““ An Enthufiaftic Ardor.” Surely you
do not mean, The Love of Gop! INo, not though a
poor, pardon’d Sinner fhou’d carry i¢ Jfo far, as to
L.ove the Lord his Gop, with all his Heart, and with
ali kis Soul, and with all his Strength! Buat This a-
lone is the Ardor which I preach up, as the Foundation
of the True ond Only Chriftianity. 1 pray Gobp, {o to
#ii] your whole Heart therewith, that you may praile
him for ever and ever !

But wkhky fhould your Grace believe, That the Love
of Gop, can be attaived by wery Feav ? Or, that it can
/v wnderfieod by wery Feaw 2 All who attain it, under-
itnnd it well,  And did not He who is loving to eve-
+y Muan defign, that every Man fhou’d attain true Love P
(> that all would know 1 this their Day, the Things
that make for their Peace !

And cannrot the Love both of Gop and our Neigh-
bour be praf&fifed, cwitbout brecking in upou the Gommon
Diwies of Life 2 Nay, can any of the Common Du-
tics of Life, be rightly pradtifed without them ¢ I
cpprehend, not. I apprehend I am then laying the
"I'rue, the Only Foundatiop for all thofe Duties, when
I preach Thou fhalt lewe the Loyd thy GOD awith olf
shy Heart, and thy Neighbour, as thy felf.

2. With this Letter was fent (I believe to every
Clergyman in the Diocefe) the Pamphlet intitled,
Obfervations on the Condull and Behaviour, of a certain
Selt, ufually diftinguifb’d by the Name of Methodifis.
It has been generally fuppofed to be wrote by a Perfon, -
who is every Way my Superior. Perhaps one Reafon
why He did not infcribe his Name wads; that his Great-
nefs might not make me afraid: And that I might

have
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have Liberty to- ftand, as it were, on Even Ground,.
while I anfwer for myfelf.

In confidering,. therefore, fuch Parts of thefe Ob-
ferwations, as naturally fall in-my Way, I will take
that Method which,. I believe,. that Author defires,
ufing no Ceremony at all ; but fpeaking as to an E-
qual, that it may the more eafily be difcern’d,
where the Truth lies.

The firft Query relating to Dottrine, 1s this : '

‘““Whether Notions in Religion may not be heighten’d
to {uch Extremes, as to lead Some into a Difregard of
Religion itfelf, thro® Defpair of attaining fuch exalted
Heights? And whether Otbers who  have. imbibed
thofe Notions, may not be led by them, into a Diire
gard and Difefteem of the Common Duties and Offices
of Life? To fuch a Degree, at leaft, as is inconfiftent
with that Attention to them, and that Diligence in
-~ them, which Providence has made neceflary to the
Well-being of Private Families and Public Societies,
and which Chriflianity does not.only require in all Sta-
tions, and in all Conditions,. but' declares at the {fame
Vime, that the Performance even of:the loweft Offices
in Life, as unte GOD, (whofe Providence has placed
People in their feveral Stations) is truly a Serwing of™
Chriff, and will not fail of. its Reward in the next
World #"° |

You have interwoven fo many Particulars in this Ge--
neral Queftion,. that I muft divide and anfwer them.
one by one.

2. 1. Whether: Notions in Religion may not be
heighten’d to fuch Eatremes, a3 to lead Some 1nto a
Difregard of Religion itfelf - |
L A. They may. But that I have /o heighten’d them,.
. 1t lies upon you to prove.

Q. 2. Whether Others may not.be led into a Dif:
regard of Religion,. through. Defpair of attaining fuch
exalted Heights -

4. What Heights? The Loving Gop with .1l ou
Heart ? [I:believe, this is the moft exalted Height
in Man or Angel. But I have not heard, that any
have been led into a Difregard of Religion, through
Defpair of attaining this.

C3 Z:-3..
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2. 9.-Whether O¢Zers who have imbibed thefe
Notions, may not be led by them, into a Difregard
and Difefteem, of the Common Duties and Offices of
Life ¢

A. My Notions are, ¢ True Religion is the loving
Gop with all our Heart, and our Neighbour as our.
{felves ;. and in that Love abftaining from all Evil, and
doing all poflible Good to all Men.” Now, 1t 13
not pofiible in the Nature of Things, That any fhou’d
be Zed by thefe Notions, into either a Difregard or Dif-
eftcem of the Commorz Duties and Ofhces of Life.

Q. 4. But may they not be Zed by thesn into fuch a

Degree at leaft, of Difregard for the Common Duties
or Life, as is inconfiitent with that Attention to them,
and Dilicence in them, which Providence has made
neceflary ?

A. No. Quite the reverfe. They lead Men to
difcharge all thofe Duties with the firi€teft Diligence
and clofeft Artention,

Q. 5. Does not Chriftianity require this Attention
rnd Diligence, in all Stations and 1n all Conditions ?

. Yes,

2. 6. Does 1t not declare, that the Performance
even of the loweft Offices of Life, as wnte GOD, is

traly a ferving of Chrift 2 And will not fail of its Re-
ward in the next World ?

4, It dees. Dut whom are you confuting # Nct me.
For this is the Doltrine I preach continually.

2. Query the Second. ¢ Whether the Enemy of Chri-
flianity mmay not fnd his Account, in carrying Chriiti-
anity, which was defign’d for a Rule to A4// Stations,
and 47 Conditions, to fuch Feiphts as make 1t fairly
practicable by a «ey e, in Comparfon, or rather
by none 2

I aulwer, 1. The Hei Lt to which we carry Chri-
fianity (as was but now oblerv’d) 1s this, Thou jfbelt
love the Lord thy GOD avith all thy Heart, and thy
Neighborr as thyfe/f. 2. The Enemy of Chriftianity
cannnt find his Account, In our carrying it to #Ais
Hdaght, 3. You will not fay, on Reflection; T'hat
Chrittianity, even in this Height, is praticable by wery
Sew, or rather &y zowe: You yourfelf will confefs,

Thrs
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This /s a Rule (as Gop defign’d it thould) for a// Sta:
tions, and a// Conditions. -

Query the Third. ¢¢ Whether, in particular, the
carrying the Doftrine of Juftification by Faéth alone to
{fuch a Height, as not to allow that a Careful and Sin-
cere Obfervance of Moral Duties is fo much as a Cozn-
dition of our Accepotance with Gop, and of our be-
ing juftified in his Sight: Whether this, 1 fay, does
not naturally lead People to a Difiregard of thofe Du-
ties, and a low Efteem of them; or rather to think
them no Part of the Chriftian Religion ?*’

I truft Juftification &y Faith alone, has been fo ex-
plained above, as to fecure, not only a Higi: Efteem,
but alfo a careful and fincere Obfervance of all Moral
Puties.

4. Query the Fourth. ‘¢ Whether a due and regular
Attendance on the Public Offices of Religion, paid by.
Good Men in a ferious and compofed Way, does not
better anf{wer the true Ends of Devotion, and isnot a
better Evidence of the Co-operation of the Holy Spi-
rit, than thofe fudden Agonies, Roarings and Scream-
ings, Tremblings, Droppings down, Roarings and
Madnefles, into which their Hearers have been caft ?**

I muft anfwer this Query likewife, Part by Part.

2. t. Whether 2 due and regular Attendance on
the Public Offices of Religion, paid in a ferious and
compofed Way, by Good [7. . Well-meaning] Men,
does not anfwer the True Ends of Devotion ? |

A. I fuppofe by Dewvotion yon mean Public Wor.
thip; by the #rue Ends of it, The Love of Gop

~and Man: and by a due and regulor Attendance o

the Public Offices of Religion, prid in a ferious and
compofed Way, the going as often as we have Oppor-
tunity to our Purith Church, and to the Sacrament
there adminiftred. If fo, the Quecliion 15, * Whether
this Attendance on thofe Qfices, does not produce the
Love of Gop and Man?” I anlwer, {ometimes it
does: and fometimes it does not. I mylelf thus at-
tended them for many Years: and yet am confcious
to mylelf, that during that whole Time, I had no.
morg of the lLove of Gop than a Stone., And I
kncvy.

5
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know many Hundreds, perhaps Thoufands, of ferious
Perfons, who are ready to teflify the fame Thing.

@, 2. But is not this a better Evidence of the Co-
operation of the Holy Spirit, than thofe fudden Ago-
nzes P

4. All thefe Perfons, as well as I, can tefify alfo,
that this is no Evidence at all of the Co-operation of
the Holy Spirit. For fome Years 1 attended thefe
Public Offices, becanfe 1 awould not be punifp’d for
Non-attendance. And many of thefe attended them,
becaufe their Parents did before them, or becaufe they
nuould not lofe their Charaller. Many more, becaufe
they confounded the Means with the End, and fanci-
ed this Opus Operatum would bring them to Heaven,
1Tow many Thoufands are now under this firong De-
lufion ? Beware, you bring not their Blood on your
own Head !

9. 3. However, does not this Attendance better
anfwer thofe Ends, than thofe Roarings, Screamings,.
Fe ?

I {fuppofe you mean, “ Better than an Attendance
on that Preaching, which has often been accompanied.
with thefe.”

I anfwer. 1. There is no Manner of Need to fet
the one in Oppofition to the other: Seeing we conti-
nually exhort all who attend on our Preaching, - to:
attend the Offices of the Church. And they do puy
a more regular Attendance there,. than ever they did
before. 2. Their attending the Church did not, in-
fa&, anfwer thofe Ends at all, till they attended this
Preaching alfo. 3. It is the Preaching Remiflion of
Sins thro’ Jefus Chrift, which alone anf{wers the True
Ends of Devotion. And this will always be accom-
panied with the Co-operation of the Holy Spirit;
tho’ not always with Sudden Agonies, Roarings,
Screamings, Tremblings, or Droppings down. Indeed,
if Gop is pleas’d at any Time to permit any of thefe,
] cannot hinder it. Neither can this hinder the
Work of his Spirit in the Soul : which may be carri-
ed on cither with or without them. But,. 4. I cannot
apprehend it to be any Reafonable Proof, That ¢ this
15 not the Work of (op,”” that a convinced Sinner

fhould



(21 )

thould full inte an Extreme Agony, both of Body and
Soul, (Journal 3. p. 26.) That another fhould rozar
for the Difguictnefs of her Heart (p. 40.) that others
fhou’d fcream or cry with a loud and bitter Cry, ¢ What
muft we do to be faved? (p. ¢o.) that others fhould
exceedingly tremble and quake (p. §8.) And others, ina
deep Senfe of the Majefty of Gop, fhould fall pro-
frate upon the Ground. (p. §9.) | .
Indeed by picking out one fingle Word from a
Sentence, and then putting together what you had
glean’d in Sixty or Seventy Pages, you have drawn a
terrible Groupe, for them who look no farther than
thofe Two Lines in 2be Qbferwations. But the bare
Addition of half a Line to each Word, juft as it {tands
in the Place from which you quoted it, reconciles all
both to Scripture and Reafon, and the Speftre-form
vanifhes away. .
You have taken into your Account, Rawings, and.
Madnefe; too. As Inftances of the Former, you refer
to the Cafe of Fobn Hzydon, p. 44. and of Thomas.
Maxpield, p. so. 1 with you wonld calmly confider,
his Reafoning on that Head, who is not prejudiced
in my Faveur. ¢ What Influénce {fudden and fharp
Awakenings may have upon the Body, I pretend not
to explain. But I make no Queflion Satan, fo far as
he gets Power, may exert himfelf on {uch Occafions,
partly to hinder the Good Work in the Perfons who
are thus touched with the fhirp Arrows of Convicti-:
on, and partly to difparage the Work of Gop, as if

it tended to lead People to Diftraction.’”
- For Inftances of Madneis you may refer to p. 88,
90, g1, 92, g3. The Words in p. 88. are thefe : _
¢“ T cou’d not but be under fome Concern, with re-
ogard to one or two Perfons, who were tormented in
an unaccountable Manner, and /fees’d to be indeed
lunatic as well at fore-vexed— Soou after I was fent
for to one of thefe, who was {o firangely zorz of the
Devi/, that I almoft wonder’d her Relations did not
{ay, much Relhgion Abath made thece Mad, We prayed
Gop to bruife Satan under her Feet. Immediately
awe bad the Petition we afled of him. She cried out
vehemently, *“ He is gone, he is gone,” and was Iﬁlg
€
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led with the Spirit of Love, and of a found Mind. I
have feen her madny Times fince, fltrong in the Lord.
When I ask’d abruptly, ¢ What do you defire now ?”
She anfwer'd, ¢ Heaven.” I ask’d, ¢ What is in
your Heart ?** She replied, ¢ Gop.” I ask’d, *‘But
how is your Heart when any Thing provokes you "
She faid, ¢ By the Grace of Gonp, 1 am not provok-
ed at any Thing. Al the Things of this World pafs
by e as Shadows.” Are thefe the Words of one

that is befide herfelf ? Let any Man of Reafon judge !
Your next Inftance, p. 9o, ftands thus:

“* About Noon I came to U/, where I preached.

to a {mall Company of poor People, on, The Son of
Man is come, to fawe that avbich is loff. One grey-
headed Man wept and trembled exceedingly : And
another who was there (I have fince heard) as well as
two or three who were at the Dewvauden, are gone quite
difiraéed ; that is (My Exprefs Words are that imme-
diately follow, {pecifying what it was which fome ac-
counted Diftra&tion) * ‘They mourn and refufe to be
«« comforted, ull they have Redemption thra® bis
¢ Blood.”

If You think the Cafe mentioned p. g2, 93. to be
another Inftance of Madnefs, I contend not. It was
becaufe I did not underftand that uncommon Cafe,
that [ prefaced it with this Refleftion, ¢ T'he Fa@t I
¢¢ nakedly relate, and leave every Man to his own
¢ Judgment upon it.”” Only be pleafed to ebferve,
'That this Madnrefs, if {uch it was, 1s no more chargeable
upon e than upon yox. For the Subje& of it had no

Relation to, or Commerce with 2z¢, nor had 1 ever -

{een her before that Hour.

5. Query the fifth., ¢ Whether thofe exalted Strains
in Religion, and an Imagination of being already in 2
State of Perfeétion, are notapt to lead Men to Spiritual
Pride, and toa Contempt of their Fellow Chriftians ;
while they confider ¢besz as only goingon in what they
call the /ldow and imperfez Way, (i. e. as growing in
Grace and Goodnefs only by Degrees) Even tho' it ap-
pear by the Liwes of thofe who are confidered by them
as in that Jeaw and smperfet Way, that they are Perfons
who are gradually working out their Salvation, by their

OWR
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own honeft Endeavours, and thro® the ordinary Afift-
ances of Gop’s Grace ; with an humble Reliance upon
the Merits of Chrift for the Pardon of their Sins, and
the Acceptance of their Sincere, tho’ Dmperfels . Ser-
vices #**

I muft divide this Query too, But firft permit me
to ask, What do you mean by thofe exalted Strains in
Religion 2 I have faid again and again, I know no
more exalted Strain, than “¢ I will love T'hee, O Lord,
my God :™ Efpecially, according to the Propriety of
Dawvid’s Expreflion %M EOPNN Ex intimis vifceri-
bus diligam te, Domine. ') his premifed, let us go on
- Step by Step. '

Q. 1. Whether the preaching of “ loving Gon from
our inmoit Bowels,” is not apt to lead Men to Spiritual
Pride, and to a Contempt of their Fellow Chriftians ?

A. No: But {o far as it takes Place, it will humble
them to the Duft.

Q. 2. Whether an Imagination of being already in
a State of Perfection, 1s notapt to lead Men into this Spi-
ritual Pride ?

4. v. If it be a Falfe Imagination, it 75 Spiritual
Pride. z. But Zrze Chriftian Perfetion 1s no other
than Humble Love.

2. 3. Do not Men who imagine they have attained

this, defpife others, as only going on in what they ac-
~count the loaw and Zimperfeét Way, 7. e. as growing in
Grace and Goodnels 5y Degrees 2

A. 1. Men who only imagine they have attained this,
may probably defpife thofe that are going on in Any
Way. 2. But the growing in Grace and Goodnefs 4y

i~Degrees, is no Mark of a Joaw and imperfeiz Way.
Thofe who are Fathers in Chrift, grow in Grace 4y
Degrees, as well as the New born Babes.
2. 4. Do they not deipife thofe who are working
" out their Salvation, with an humble Reliance upon the
Merits of Chrift for the Pardon of their Sins, and the
Acceptance of their fincere tho’ mperfe? Services ?

A. 1. They who really love Gop, defpife no Man.
But 2. they grieve to hear many talk of thus relying or
Chrif?, who, tho' perhaps they are Grave, Honelt, Mo-
ral Men, yet by their own Words appear, not to éove

' oD
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Gop at all ; whofe Souls cleave to the Duft, who love
the World ; who have no Part of the Mind that was
in Chritt.

6. Query the Sixth. ¢ Whether the fame exalted
Strains and Notions, do not tend to weaken the Narural
and Civi/ Relations amoeny Men, by leading the Infe-
riors into whofe Heads thofe Notions are infufed to a
Difefteem of their Superiors; ‘while they confider them
as in a much lower Difpenfation than themfielves ; tho’
thefe Superiors are otherwife fober and good Men, and
regular Attendants on the Ordinances of Religion ?

1 have mentioned before, What thofe exalted No-
tions are : Thefe do not tena to weaken either the »
Natural or Civi/ Relations among Men; Or to lead
Inferiors to a Difefteem of their Superiors, even where
thofe Superiors are neither Good nor Sober Men,

Query the Seventh. ¢ Whether a Gradual/ Improve-
ment In Grace and Goodnefs is not a better Foun-
dation of Comfort, and of an Aflurance of a Gofpel
New-Birth, than that which 1s founded on the Doc-
trine of a Sudden and Inflantancous Change; which,
if thefe be any fuch Thing, 1s not eafily dittinguithed
from Fancy and Imagination; the Workings whereof
we may well fuppofe to be more frong and powerfil,
while the Perfon confiders himfelf in the State of one
who is admitted as a Candidate for fuch a Change, and
is taught in due Time to expeft it ?

Let us go one Step at a Time.

@. 1. Whether a Gradual Improvement in Grace
and Goodnefs, 1s not a Good Foundation of Com-
fort ? -

4. Doubtlefs it is, if by Grace and Goodnefs be
meant The Knowledge and Love of Gop thro’
Chrift. '

2. 2. Whether it be not a Good Foundation of an _
Aflurance of a Gofpel New-Birth ?

-A. 1f we daily grow in this Knowledge and Love,it is
a Good Proof that we are born of the Spirit. But
this does in no wife fuperfede the previons Witne/s
of God’s Spirit with Ours, that we are the Children of

Gop. Andthis is properly the Foundation of the Af-
furance of Faith. -

2. 3
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@. 3. Whether this Improvement is not a better
Foundation of Comfort, and of an Aflurance of a
Gofpel New-Birth, than #bzs which is founded on the
Deoétrine of a Sudden and Inftantaneous Change ?

A A better Foundation than that=—Thar! What ?
To%what Subftantive does this refer ? -According to the
Rules of Grammar, (for all the other Subftantives are
in the Genitive Cafe, and confequently to be confi-
der’d as only Parts of that which governs them) you
muft mean, ¢ A better Foundation than that Founda-
tion which is founded on this Doétrine.”” As {foon as I
underftand the Queftion, I will endeavour to an-

. Iwer 1it.
. 9. 4. Can that Sudder and Inflantancons Change be
eafily diftinguifh’d from Fancy and Imagmation ?

A. Juft as eafily as Light from Darknefs : Seeing it
brings forth with 1t a Peace that pafleth all Under-
ftanding, a Joy unfpeakable, full of Giory, the L

of Gop and all Mankind filling the Heart, and Powes
over all Sm.

2. 5. May we not well fuppofe the Workings of
Imagination to be more frozg and powwerfu/ in one
who is taught to cxpett fuch a Change ?

A. Perhaps we may—But {lill the Tree i1s known
by its Fraits. And fuch Fruits as thofe abovementi-
on'd, Imagination was never yet ffi-ong enough to pro-
duce, nor any Power, {ave that of the Almighty.

7. There is only one Claufe in the Eighth Querp,
which falls under our prefent Enquiry,
¢ They make 1t their Principnl Employ, wherever
they go, to inftil mto People a few fawounrite Tenets
of their own ; and this with {uch Diligence and Zeal
as if the Whole of Chrifianity depended upon them,
and all Efforts toward. the true Chriftian Life, with-
out a Belief of thole Tenets, were vain and inef-
fetual.> "

1 plead guilty to this Charge. I do make itmy
Principa/, nay, my whole Employ, and that where-
ever [ go, to infll mmto the People, a few fuwourite
Tenets. (Only be it obferv’d, they are not

,, | 1y oaun,
but his that fent me.) And 1t s undoubtedly true,

taat this 1 de, {tho’ deeply confcious of my Want,
19, both

F
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bhoth of Zeal and Diligence) as if the Whole of Churi-
flianity depended upon them, and all Efforts without
them were void and vain.

I frequently {fum them all up inone, In Chrif2 Fefus,
({. e. according to his Golpel) ueither Circumeifion a-
waileth any Thing nor Uncircumcifion, but Faith avbich
aworketh by Love. But many T'imes I infhil them one
by one, under thefe, or the like Expreflions. Tlox
fbalt love the Lovd thy GOD «avith all thy Heart, and
awith all thy Mind, and «vith all thy Soul, and
auith all thy Strength : Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour as
2hyfelf ;5 as thy own Soul 5 as Chrit loved us. GOD
25 Lowe : and bhe that dwelleth in Lowe, dwelleth i
GOD, and GOD in Him., Love aworketh no Il to-his
Nezg bhour : ther efore Love is the Fulfilling of the Laav.
I.Vbz/e aue - have Time let us do Good unto m’i Men 5 efpe-
vially unto them that are of the Houfbold of Fuith.
W hatfoever ye auonld that Men fhould do unto you, even
jo do unto them.

Thele are my fawourite Tﬁ:mr; and have been for
many Years., O that I could inftil them Into every
Sot1 . throughout the Land! Ought they not to be
inflilled with {uch Diligence and Zeal, as if the Whole
of Chriftianity depended upon them? For who can
deny, that all Efforts toward a Chriftian Life, without
more than a bare Belief, without a thorough Expesrs-
ence and Prafice of thefe, are utterly vain and inet-
fectual ? |

8. Part of your Ninth Quesvis to the {ame Effeét :

¢« A few young Ieads {et up rfeir oavn Scheres,
as the great Standard or Chriftianity : And indulge
theit cavn Notions to fuch a Degree, as to perplex,
anhince, terrify and diftract the Minds of Multitudes
of Peor*le who have lived from their Infancy under a
Gof pel Mmlihy, and 1n the regular Exercife of a Go-
ipel-Worthip.  And all this, by perfuading them, that
they neither are nor can be true Chriftians, but by
adnering to their Dolirines. :

. What do you mean by #)eir owwn Schemes? Their
owvnz INotions 2 Their Dofitrines ? Are they not yours
too ? Are they uot the Schemes, the Notions, the
Doétrires of Jefus Chritt? The Great, Fundamental

Truths
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Truths of his Gofpel? Can you deny one of themo>
without denying the Bible -~—=It is hard for you to
kick againft the Pricks! |

¢ They perfuade (you fay) Multitudes of People,
that they cannot be f'rue Chriftians, but by adhering
to their Dotrines.”> Why, who {ays they can? Who-
foever he be, I will prove him to be an Infidel. Do
yozz fay, ‘That any Man can be a true Chriftian,
without loving Gop and his Neighbour? Surely you
have not {o learned Chrift ! It is yousr Dollrine, as
well as mine, and St. Panl’s, Tho I fpeak avith the
Tongue of Men and Angels, the’ [ bawe all Knowwledge,
end all Faith 5 Tho' I give all wy Goods to feed the
Posr, yea, my Dody to be burr’d, and bave not Lowe, I
arz uolhing.

Whatever IPublic Worlhip, therefore, People may
have attended, or whatever Miniftry they have lived
under from their Infancy, they mufl, at all Hazards,
be convinced of this, or they perifh for ever: Yea,
tho' that Conviftion at firit wsbiege them ever {o
much 3 tho’ it fhould, 1n & munner, @flrac? them for
a Seafon. For it is better that they thou'd be perplex’d
and 2errified now, than they fhould {leep on and a-
wake in [Hell. | .

9. In the 10, 12, and 13th Pueries I am not con-
cern'd.  But you include me alfo, when you fay in:
the 11ch, “ They abfolutely deny, that Recreations
of any Kind, confidered as fuch, are or can be in-
nocent,”’ | - | ‘

I cannot find anv {uch Aflertion of mine, eirther in-
the Place you referto, or any other. Butr what Kinds
of Recreation are innocent, it is ealy to determine by
that plain Rule, Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever
ye doy do all to the Glory of GOD. .

I am now to take my leave of you for the prefent.
But firft I wou’d earneflly intreat you to acquaint.
yourifelf what our Dotirines are, before you.make any:
tarther Ob/erwations upon them. Surely, touching the.
Nature of Salvation we agree, That Pure Religion and
vndefiled is this, 9o wifit the Iatherlefs and Widow in
their Affliction, to do- all poflible Good, froma Prins.
ciple of Love to Gop and Man: and to keep ourfelucs

C 2 1nfpot-
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unfpotted from the World, Inwardly and Outwardly to
to abftain from all Evil.

0. With Regard to the Condition of Salvation, it
may be remembred, that I allow, not only Faith, but
Likewife Holinefs or Univerfal Obedience, to be the
Ordinary Condition of Fina/ Salvation : And that when
1 fay, Faith alone is the Condition of Prefent Salva-
t1on, what I would affert is this; 1. That without
¥aith no Man can be faved from his Sins, can be ei-
ther Inwardly or Outwardly Holy. And 2. That at
what T'ime {oever Faith i1s given, Holmefs commences
:n the Soul. For that Inftant, #be Lowe of GOD,
(which is the Source of Holinels) is fbed abroadin the
fert.

Bur it 1s objected by the Author of Zhe Notious of
the Dethodifts diffroved,”” ** Ste Fames {ays, G-
£oith fave Eim 1 anfwer, Such a Ifaith as 1s without
Works cannot biing a Man to Heaven. DBut this 1s
quite belide the Prefent Queftion.

Youobject, 2. ¢ Gt. Paul fays, That Faith made
[orfelt by Lowe, St. James, That Faith made per-
yedt by Poirks, is the Condition of Salvation.” You
mean Final Salvation, 1 fay {o too: But this alio is
ocfide the Queftion, |

You obje&, 3. That 2le Belief of the Gofpel, 1is
called the QObedience of Faith, Rom. i. 5. And 4.
"Vhat what ffaiah-terms Believing, St. Paul terms O-

beying. Suppole I grant you both the one and the
other, what will you infer ?

You objet, 5. That in one Scripture our Lord is
ftiled The Saviour of them that believe: and in ano-
ther, The Autbhor of Eternal Salvation, to all them that
obey him. €, That to the Galatians St. Paul writes,
Neither Circumcifion awaileth any thing, nor Uncircum-
cifon, but Faith awbich worketh by Lowve : And to the
Corinthians, Circumcifion is nothing, and Uncircumcifion
s nothing, but the keeping the Commendments of GOD,
And hence you conclude, ‘¢ There are {feveral Texts:
of Scripture, wherein Unbelief and. Difobedience are
equivalently ufed.”® Very true: But can you con-
clude from thence, that we are not Sawed by Faith alone ?

11. You
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11. You proceed to anfwer fome Texts which I
had quoted. The Firft is Epbh. 1i. 8. By Gi-ace ye
are fawved thro’ Faith. ¢ But ({ay you) Faith does
not. mean ‘here, that Grace efpecially {o call’'d, but
includes alio Obedience,” Bat how do you prove this ¢
That Circamitance you had forgot: And fo run off
"with a Comment upon the Context; to which I have
no other Objeltion,. than that it is nothing at all to
the Queltion.

Indeed {fome Time after you add, ¢ It is plain
then that Good Works are always, in St. Pax/’s Judg-
ment, join’d with Faith.” (So undoubtedly they, are,
that is, as an Effe&t is always join’d with 1ts Caufe)
““ And therefore we are not faved by Faith alone.’” 1
cannot pofiibly allow the Confequence.

You afterwards cite Two more T'exts, and add.
““ You fee mere Faith cannot be a Condition of Ju-
fafication.” You are out of your Way. We are no
more talking now of Juftification than of Final Salvation.
< In confidering 475 xvi. 31. Beliewve in the Lord Fefus:
and thou fbalt be faved. You fay again, “¢ Here the
Word Beliewe does not fignify Faith. only.—Faith ne-
ceffarily produces Charity and Repentance ; Therefore,
thefe are exprefs’d by the Word Beliewe” 1. e. Faith.,
neceflarily. produces Holinefs. 'T'herefore Holinefs i1s
2 Condition of Holinefs. I want farther Proof..
‘Vhat Poul and Silus fpake unto him the Word of the:
Lord 3 and that his Faith did 7z #he fame Hour work:
by Love, I take to be no Proof at all.

“You then undertake to fhew, that confefling our
Sins, 1s a Condition of Juitification, and that a Con--
fidence: in the Love of Gop, is not a Condition..
bome of your Words are, ¢ This, Good S&ir, give
me leave to fay, 1s the greatelt Nonfenfe and Con--
-tradiCtion poffible. It is impoflible you can under-
fland this Jargon yourfelf, and thercfore you labour
in vain to make it intelligible to others. You {oar
aloft on Fagle’s Wings, and leave the poor People] to.
‘gape and itare after you.”” _

‘This 1s very pretty, and very lively. But it is no-.
‘thing to the purpofe. For we arc not now {peaking:
af- Jullification : Neither have I faid one Word of:

. C 3 ‘“The:
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¢¢ The Condition of. Juftification” in the whole Tract
to which you here refer, ‘
¢ In the next Place (fay you) if we are {faved (finally
you mean) only by a Confidence in the Love of Gop”’
—Tlere I muft flop yon again; you are now running

‘befide the Queftion, on the other Hand. The Sole

Pofition which I here advance 15 this: True Believers

are {faved from Inward and outward Sin by Faith. By

Faith Alone the Love of Gop and All Mankind is fhed

abroad in thewr Hearts, bringin% with it the Mind that
1

was in Chrift, and producing all Holinefs of Converfa-
tion.

IV. 1. I amnow to confider, What has been late-
ly objeéted, with Regard to the Nuture of Saving
Faish,

The Author laft mention’d ¢¢ cannot underftand how
¢ thofe Texts of St. Fobn are at all to the Purpofe.””
1 Fobnni. 1. Behold what Mauner of Love the Father
Fath beflon’d upon us, that ave fhow'd be called the Sons
of GOD. Andc. 4. v.19. We love bim, becaufe he
prft lowed us. 1 anfwer 1. Thefe Texts were not pro-
duced in 2he Appezl, by Way of Proof, but of llluftra-
tion only. But, 2. 1 apprehend they may be produced
0s a Proof, bath that Chriffian Faith i1mplies a Confi-
Jenee in the Love of Gon, and that {uch a Confidence
has a dire&t Tendency to Salvation, to Holinefs both
cr Heart and Life.

Bchold avk.t Menner of Lowe the Father hath be-
Moxo'd wpon ws, that awe fhow'd be called the Sons of
€ OD ! Are not thefe Words an Expreffion of Chriftian
i'aith & As direét an one as ean well be conceived » And
{ appeal to every Man, whether they do not exprefs
the itrongelt Confidence of the Liove of Gop ? Your
¢wn Comment puts this beyond Dipute. *“¢ Let us
confider attentively and with grateful Hearts, the great
Love and Mercy of Gop, in calling us to be his Sons,
and beftowing con us the Privileges belonging to fuch.”
Do you not perceive, that you have given up the Caule ?
You have yourfelf tanght us, that thefe Words imply
** A Senfe of the greay Love and Meicy. of Gop,t.) in

Co
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beftowing upon us the Privileges belonging to his
Sons.”’

The Apoftle adds, Belowed, now are ave the Sons of
GOD ; and it doth not yet appear awbat ave fball be :
But ave kunoaw that when be fhall appear, we fball be
Jike Him 3 for ae fball feelim as be is. )

I fuppofe no one will fay, either that thefe Words are
not expreflive of Chriftian Faith ; or, that they donot
imply the firongeft Confidence in the Love of Gop. It
follows, Andewvery Man that hath this Hope in him, pu-
rifieth himfelf even as be is pure.

Hence it appears, That this Faith 1s a Saving Faith,
that there is the clofeft Connexion between this Faith
and Holinefs. This Text therefore is direftly to the
Purpofe, in Refpett of both the Propofitions to be

roved.

g The Other is, #% lowve Him, becaufe be frfp loved
Us. And here alfo, for fear I fhou’d fail in the Proof;
You have drawn it up ready to my Hands.

¢ Gop fent his only Son—-to redeem us from Sin,
by purchafing for us Grace and Salvation. By which
Grace we~thro’ Faith and Repentance have our Sins
pardoned—And therefore we are bound to return the
Tribute of our Love and Gratitude, and to obey him
faithfully as long as we live.” -

Now, that ave bawe our Sins pardon’d, if we do not
knoav they are pardoned, cannot bind us either to Love
or Obedience. But if we do know it, and by that
very Knowledge, or Confidence in the Pardoning Love
of Gop, are both bound and enabled tolove and obey
him, this is the whole of what I contend for. |

2. You afterwards objet againft {fome other Texts
which I had cited, to illufirate the Nature of Saving
Faith. My Words were, *¢ Hear believing %4, de-
claring his Faith, 7 funoaw that my Redeemer liverh, I
here affirm two Things, 1. That o was then a Be-
liever. 2. That he declared his Faith in- thefe Words.
And- all T affirm, You allow. Your own Words are,
¢ GOD was pleafed to beftow upon him a ftrong Af-
¢ {urance of his Favour——to in{pire him with a Pro-

‘¢ phecy of the Refurrettion, and that he fhould have a
¢ Share in it,” X |

-
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I went on, * Hear Thomas, when having {een he
believed, crying out, My Lord and my GOD.” Here-
on you comment thus, ¢ The Meaning of which 1s
that St. Thomas makes a Confeflion, both of his Faith.
and Repentance.” I agrce with you. But youadd, ¢ In
St. Thormas’s Confeflion there is not implied an Affurance
of Pardon.”” You cannot agree with yourfelf in this ;
butimmediately {ubjoin, ¢ If it did imply fuoch an Affur-
ance, he might well have it, fince he had an immediate
Revelation of it from GOD himfelf.”

Yet a littdle before you endeavoured to prove that
one who was not a Whit behind the very chief Apoftles
had not fuchh an Affurance: Where, 1n order to thew
that Faith does not imply this, you faid, ¢ St. Pawl
methinks has fully determined this Point (1 Cor. iv. 4.)
I Fnow nothing by myfelf, {ays he, yet am I not bereby jufe
tified—* And if an Apoftle fo illuminated, don’t think
himfelf juftiied”—"Then I grant, he has fully derer-
mined the Point. But before you:. abfolutely fix upon
that Conclufion,be pleafed to remember your own Com-
ment that follows, on thofe other Words of St. Paul/,
The Life I now live, I live by Faith in the Son ¢/ GOD,
avho loved e and gawve himfelf for we. Your Words
are, “ And no queltion a Perfon indowed with fuch
extraordmary (ifts, might arrive at a very eminent
Degree of Aflurance.”——So he did arriwve ot a wery
eminent Degree of Affurance, tho’ he did ust think hin:-
Jelf jufiified ! .

I can {carce think you have read over that Chapter
to the Coloffzans : Elle {urely you would not aflest, that.
thofe Words on which the Strefs lies, (wiz. Fho buts-
delicvered us from the Power of Darknefs, and bhath
rranflated us into the Kingdom of bis dear Son.: In avbom
awe have Redemption thre® his Blood, evcn the Forgive-
nefs of Sins) do not relate to Puwul/ and Timothy wiio
wrote the Epiftle, but to the Coloffians, to whom they
wrote.”> I nced be at no Pains to anfwer this; for pre-
{ently after your own Words are, ‘¢ He hath made Us,
meaning the Celgffians as well. as. him{elf, meet to be.
Inheritors," =

3. You may eafily obferve, that I quoted the Coun-
cil of Trent by Memory, not having the Dook then by
me. I own, and thank you for correfting my NVid.

- bk €
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take : But in corre&ing one, you make another. For
the Decrees of the Sixth Seflion were not ¢ publifhed
on the 13th of Fanuary :” But the Seflion itlelf began
on that Day. |

I cannot help reciting your next Words, altho’ they
are not exaltly to the prefent Queftion.

¢ The Words of the 1z2th Canon of the Council of
Trent are,’ '

‘¢ If any Man fhall fay that Juftifying Faith is no-
thing elfe but a Confidence in the Divine Mercy, re-
mitting Sins for Chrift’s Sake, and that this Confidence
is that alone by which we are juftified, lct him be ac-
curfed.’” You add,

¢ This, Sir, I am fure is True Doétrine, and per-
feCtly agreeable to the Doétrine of our Church. And
{o you are not only anathematiz’d by the Council of
Trent, but alfo condemn’d by our own Church.”

‘¢ Our Church holds no fuch {eandalous and difgrace-
- ful Opinion.”’—-According to our Church, no Man can
have ¢ the True Faith, who has net a loving Heart.”
T herefore Faith is not a Confidence -that any Man’s
Sins are aftually forgiven, and he reconciled to Gop.”’
(What have the Premiffes to do with the Conclufion!)

- 4. To decide this, Let our Church {peak for herfelf.

Whether fhe does not fuppofe and teach, that every
- particular Believer knows that Ais Sins are forgiven, and

e himfelf is reconciled to Gop. -

Firft then, Our Church fuppofes and teaches every
- particular Believer, to fay concerning himlelf, ‘¢ In my
- Baptilm Jawas made a Member of Chrift, a Ghild of GOD,
and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heawen., And I
thank GOD awho hath called me to that State of Salva-
tion. Aud 1l pray GOD that I may continue in the fame,
to my Life’s End. *
" Now does this Perfon £#owv what ke {ays to be true ¢ ~
If rot, it is the groflet Hypocrify. But it he does,
; tGhen he knows, that Abe in particular is reconciled to
: 0D,
© The next Words I fhall quote may be 2 Comment on
i thefe: May Gop write them in our Hearts !
+ ¢ A true Chriftian Man i1s not afraid to die, who 1s
. the very Member of Clirift, the Temple of thc(\[l-Iol}y
: x Olt,
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Ghoft, the Son of GOD, and the very Inheritor of the
everlafting Kingdom of Heaven. But plainly contiary,
he not only puts away the Fear of Death, but wifhes,
defires and longs heartily for it. Sermon againft the
Fear of Deatb.”” 1. Part. .

Can this be, unlefs he has a iure Confidence that he,
in particular, is reconciled to GOD ¢

¢“ Men commonly fear Death, firft becaufe of leaving
their worldly Goods and Pleaturcs. z. For fear of the
Pains of Death; and, 3. For fear of perpetual Dam-
nation. But none of thefe Caufes trouble good Men,
becaufe they ftay themfelves by true Faith, perfelt
Charity, and fure IHJope of endiels Joy and Blifs ever-
lafting.”” 74z, II. Part.

¢ All thefe therefore have great Caufe to be full of
Joy, and not to fear Death nor everlafting Damnation.
For Death cannot-deprive them of Jefus Chrnit, Death
cannot take him from us, nor us from him. Death not
only cannot harm us, but alfo fhall profit us and join
s to GOD more perfectly, And thercof a Chriftian
Heart may {urely be certified. 2 /s GOD, {aith St.
Panl, avbich bath given us an Earneft of bis Spirit. As
long as we be in the Body, we are in a ftrange Country,
But we have a Defire rather to be at home with
GOD.”  zbid.

tle that runneth may read in all thefe Words, the
Confidence which our Church fuppofes, every particular
Believer to have, that he himfelf is reconciled to GOD.

To proceed, ‘¢ The only Inflrument of Salvation re-
quired on our Parts is Faith, thati1s, a fure Truft and
Confidence, that GOD both hath and will forgive our
Sins, that he hath accepted us agnin into his Favour,
for the Merits of Chrift’s D2ath and Paflion.”  Second
Sermon on the Paffion. |

““ But here, we mufit take heed that we do not halt
with GOD, thro” an unconftant, wavering Faith, Peter
coming to Chrift upon the Water, becaufe he fainted
in Faith was - in Danger of drowning. So we, if we
begin to waver or doubt, it is to be feared left we
fhould {ink as Perer did: Not into the Water, but into
the bottomlefs Pit of Hell-ire. Therefore I fay anto
you, that we muft apprehend the Merits of Chrill’s

‘Death
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Death by Faith, and that with a firong and ftedfaft
Faith : Nothing doubting, but that Chrift by his own
Oblation hath taken away our Sins, and hath reftored
us again to GOD’s Favour,” #id. -
-g. If it be fill faid, That the Church {peaks only
of Men in general, but not of the Confidence of this
or that particular -Perfon : Even this laft, poor Subter
fuge, is utterly cut off by the following Words : |
¢ Thou, O Man, haft received the Body of Chrift
which was once broken, and his Blood which was fhed
for the Remiffion of #4y Sin. Thou haft received his
Body, to have within ¢hee the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghoft, for to endow #thee with Grace, and to
comfort ¢bee with their Prefence. 'Thou haft received
his Body, to endow thee with everlafting Righteoufnefs,
and to affure thee of everlafting Blifs.  Sermon on the
Refurreltion. |
I fhall add but one Paflage more, from thée firft Part
of the Sermon on the Sacrament. ,
- ¢ Have a {ure and conftant IFaith, not only that the
Death of Chrift is available for all the World, but that
he hath made a full and {ufficient Sacrifice for #hee, a
perfe&t Cleanfing of #)y Sins, fo that thou mayft fay
with the Apofile, be Jowed thee and gave himfelf for
thee. TFor this is, .to make Chrilt #bine oavn, and to

. apply his Merits unto #4y/e/f.””

Let every reafonable Man now judge for himfelf,
what -is the Senfe of our Church as to the Nazure
of Sawing Faith. Does 1t not abundantly appear,
that the Church of Ewgland {uppoies every particular

< Believer, to have a fure Confidence, that 4¢is Sins are

forgiven and he himfelf reconciled to GOD ? Yea, and
now can the abfolute Neceflity of this FFaith, this un-
wavering Confidence, be more ftrongly or perecmptorily

" aflerted, than it is in thofe Words : ‘¢ If we begin to

waver or doubt, it 1s to be feared, lelt we fink as

- Peter did ¢ Not into the Water ; but into the bottom-
lefs Pit of Hell fire 2’

!
]
)

6. I would willingly difmifs this Writer here. I
had faid in the Earneft Appeal/ (Wwhat I am daily mora

‘and more confirmed ir) that this Faith 1s ufually givea

E

It

il



( 36)

in a Moment. This you -greatly diflike. Your Ar-
gument againft it, if put into Form, will run thus:

¢¢ They who firft apprehended the Meaning of the
Words delivered, then gave their Aflent to them, then
had Confidence in the Promifes to which they afiented,
and laftly, loved GOD, did not receive Faith in a
Moment. -

But the Believers mentioned in the A%s, firlt appre-
hended the Meaning of the Words, then gave their
Aflent, then had Confidence in the Promifes, and
laftly, loved GOD : Therefore

"T'he Believers mentioned in #be A4Fs, did not re.
ceive Faith in a Moment.”

I deny the Major. They might firft Apprehend, then

Aflent, then Confide, then Love, and yet receive Faith
in a Moment: In #b2f Moment, wherein their general
Confidence became particular, fo that each could fay,
¢ My Lord, and 22y GOD.”
- One Paragraph more I will be at the Pains to tran-
{fcribe. ¢ You infinuate, that the Sacraments are
only requifite to the Well-being of a Vifible Church :
Whereas the Chuich declares, that the due Admini-
{tration of them, 1s an Eflential Property thereof. 1
fuppofe you hinted this to gratify your loving Difciples
the Quakers.”

This is flat and plain. Here is a Fa& pofitively
averred ; and a Reafon alfo afligned for it. Now, do
you take yourfelf to be Man of Candor? I had almoft
{aid, of common Honefty ? My very Words in the
Place refer’d to, are, ¢ A Vifible Church is a Com-
pany of faithful People. This is the Effence of it.
And the Properties thereof are, That the pure Word of -
GOD be preached therein, and the Sacraments duly
adminiftred ™

. Before I take my leave, I cannot but recommend
to you that Advice of a wife and good Man.

““ Be calm in arguing ; for Fiercenefs malkes
“¢ Error a Fault,  and Truth Difcourtefy.”

I am grieved at your extreme Warmth: You are in
n thorough lll-humour from the very Beginning of
| your
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your Book to the End. 'This cannot hurt me ¢ But i
may, yourfelf. '‘And it does not at all help your Caafe.
“If you denounce againft me all the Curles from Genefss

to the Rewelation, they will not amount to one:-Argu-
ment. ] am wﬂlmg (fo far as I know myfelf) to be
reproved either by you or any. other. But whatever
you do, let it be done in Love, in Patlence, in Meek-
nefs Of Wlfdom

V. 1. With regard to the Author of Faith and Sal-
vation, abundance of Obje&ions have been made: [t
being a current Opinion, that ¢ Chriftians are not Now
to receive the Holy Ghoft.”

Accordingly, whenever we fpeak of the ‘Spirit of'
Gop, of his Operations in the Souls of Men, of his »e-
wealing unto us the Things of Gop, or infpiring us with
good Deﬁres or T'empers ; whenever we mention the
Feeling his mighty Power, avorking in us, according to his
good Pleafure: The general Anfwer we have to expe& ic,
“ This is all rank Entlufizfrn. So it was with the Apoﬁles
and ﬁrﬂ: Chriftians, But only E?ztbufﬂﬂs pretend to this
now.’

Thus all the Scriptures, ‘abundance of which might
be produced, are fet afide at one Stroke. And who-
ever cites them, as belonging to a/] Chriffians, is fet
down for an Entbufiaf?. |

The firft Tra&t I have feen wrote expreﬂy on thlS
Head, is remarkably intitled,

¢ 'l he Operations of the- Holy Spirit zm]ferc*ﬁp:‘u’:fe and
hew Men may énzow, when they are under the Gui-
dance and Influence of the Spirit.”

You begin, ** As we have fome among us who pre-:
tend, to a more than ordinary G uidance by the Spirit—
(Indeed I do not: I pretend to no other Guidance,
than is ordinarily given to all Chriftians) it may not be
improper to difcourfe, on the Operations of. Gon S
tloly Spirit "

““ 7o this End, be_thou pleafed, O graclous-Foun-
tain of Truth, to affilt me with thy Heav en]y Dlreéhon
m {peaking of Thee. " —- .

_ Alas, Sir,” what need have you to fpezk any more ?
You kave already granted all 1 defire, aix.'Inat ** we
may «// now enjoy, and fuioav thnt we do earjoy, the
I‘c:..t enly Direlticn of Gon's Spiric.’ . I

£ * I owerver
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. Howevet, you go on, and obferve that the ss#raor-
dinary Gifts.of the Holy Ghoft, were granted to the
firft Ghriftians only, but his ordizary Graces to all
Chriftians in all Ages: Both which you then attempt
to enumerate : Only {ufpending your Difcourfe a little,
when ¢ fome conceited E»tbufiafis” come in your Way.

2. You next enquire, * After what Manner thefe
Graces are rais’e in our Souls #* And anfwer,  How
to diftinguith thefe Heavenly Motions, from the Natu-
ral Operations of our Minds, we have no Light to
difcover i The Scriptures<=-declaring that the Operati-
of the Holy Spirit, are not fubjett to any Senfible
Feelinps or Perceptions. For what Communications can
there ‘%e between Feelings which are Properties peculiar
to Matter, and the Suggeftions of the Spirit ? s
All Reatonable Chriftians believe, that he works his
Graces ih us il ah imperceptible Manner ; and that
there is no fenfible Difference between His and the
natural Operations of our Minds.” ) .

I conceive this to be the Strength of your Caufe.
To fupport that Conclufion, That the Operations of
the Spirit are Imperceptible, you here alledge, 1.
“* That all Reafonable Chriftians believe this.” So you
f2y. But I want Proof. 2. *¢ That there can be no
Communications (I fear, you miftook the Word) be-
tween the Suggeftions of the Spirit, and Fee/ings which
are Properiies peculiar to Matter.” How ! Are the Fee/=
ings now in Queftion; Properties peculiar to Marter ?
‘The Feeling of Peace, Joy, Love! Or any Feelings at
all? I can no more underftand the Philofophy than
the Divinity of this. 3. ¢ That the Scriptures de-
clare, the Operations of the Spirit are not {ubje&t to
any Senfible Feelings.” You are here difproving, as you
{uppofe, a Propofition of mine. But are you fure you
. underftand it } By feefing; I mean, being inwardly con-
{cious of. By 2he Operations of the Spirit, 1 do not
mean the Manner in which he operates, but 2be Graccs
which he operates in a Chniftian. Now be pleas’d to
produce thofe Scriptures which declare, ‘¢ That a
Chriftian cannot fee/ or perceive thefe Operations.”

4. Are you not convinced, Sir, that you havelaid

to my Charge things which I know not ? I do not
' .gravely
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¢¢ gyavely tell you { as much an Enthufiaf? as you over
and over affirm me to be) ¢ That I £ufbly feel (in
your Senfe) the Mations of the Holy Spirit.” Much
lefs do [ ‘¢ make this, any more than Convulfions, Ago-
nies, Howlings, Roarings, and violent Contorfions of
the Body,” either ‘¢ Certain Signs of Mens being in
a State of Salvation,” or ¢ neceffary . in order there-
unto.” You might with equal Juftice and Truth in-
form the World, and the Worfhipful the Magiftrates
of Neawcafile, That I make Secing the Wind or Feeling
the Light, neceflary to Salvation.

Neither do I ¢ confound the Extraordinary with the
Ordinary Operations of the Spirit.” And as to your
laft Enquiry, ‘ What is the beft Proof of our being
led by the Spirit "> I have no Exception to that juft
and fcriptural Anfwer, which you your{elf have given,
““ A.through Change and Renovation of Mind and
Heart, and the leading a New and Holy Life.”

4. ‘“"That I confound the Extraordinary with the
Ordinary Operations of the Spirit, and therefore am an
Eunthufiaf,” is‘alfo firongly urged, in a Charge delivered
to his Clergy, and lately publifhed by the Lord Bifhop
of Litchfield and Coventry.

. An. Extrat of the former Part of this, I {ubjoin, in
his Lordfhip’s Words.

¢ I cannot think 1t improper to obviate the Con-
tagion, of thole Emthufiaflical Pretenfions, that have
lately betrayed whole Multtudes, either into Pre-
{fumption or Melancholy. Entbufiafn indeed, when
detefted, is apt to create Infidelity; and Infidelity
is fo fhocking a Thing, that- many. rather run into
the other Extreme, and take Refuge in Eutbufiafm.
But Infidelity and Enthufia/m {eem now.to act in con-
cert againft our Eftablifi’d Religion.. As Infidelity
has. been fufficiently oppofed, I fhall now lay before
you the Weaknels of thole. Euntbufiaflical Preten-
fions.”” Page 1. 2. |

Now to confute effeCtually, and {irike at the Root of
thole Enthufiaftical Preteniions, |

¢ Firft, I thall fhew, that it is neceflary to lay down
fome Method for diftinguithing Real from. Pretended.
Infpiration. Page 3. §. |

E 2 Man
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““ Many Expreflions occur in the. New Yeffament con-
cerning the Operations of the Holy Spirit. But Men
of an Enthufiafical T emper, have confounded Paflages
of a quite diiff'e'rent Nature, and have jambled together
thofe that relate to the Extraordinary Operations of the
Spirit, with thofe that relate enly to his Ordinary In-
fluences. It is therefore neceflary to ufe fome Method
for feparating thofe Pafliges, relating to the Operations
of the Spirit, that have been fo milapplied to the Ser-
vice of Enthufiaflical Pretenders. "Page 5. 6. 7.

‘¢ 1 proceed theretfore to fhew,

“ Secondly, that a Diftin¢tion is to be made be-
tween thofe Paflages of Scripture about the Bleffed Spi-
rit that peculiarly belong to the Primitive Church, and
thofe that relate to Chriftians in all Ages.”” Page 7.

““ The Exigencies of the Apoftolical Age required the
Miraculons Gifts of the Spirit. But thefe foon ceafed.’
When therefore we meet 1n the Scripture with an Ac-
count of thofe Extracrdinary Gifts, and likewife with
an Account of his Ordinary Operations, tve muft diftine
ouifh the one from the other. And that nct only for
our own Satisfaltion, but as a Means to ftop the Growth
of Euthufiafin.’’ Pag. 8. 9. 10. -

““ And fuch. a Diftinttion ought to be made, by
t! e beft Methods of interpreting the Scriptures : which
mnolt certainly are an attentive Confideration of the Oc-
cafion and Scope of thofe Paffages, in concurrence
with the General Senfe of the Primitive Church.”

.13,
¢’ propofe, Thirdly, to fpecify fome of the chief
Padages of Scripture that are mifapplied by Modern
Enthufiafis, and to fhew that they are to be interpre-
ted chiefly, if mot only, of the Apoftolical Church ;
and that they wery /little, if at all relate, to the
Prefent State of Chriftians.” | p. 12.

« I begin, fays your Lordfhip, with 2be Original
Promife of the Spirit, as made by our Lord a little be-
fore he left the World.” |

I muft take the Liberty to ftop your Lordfhip on
the Threfhold. I deny that This is #be Origin/
P;-amiﬁ; qf‘fbe Spnzt | expe& his Affiftance, in Vir-

tue

=
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tue of many Promifes, fome hundred Years prior to
this.

If you fay, ¢ However this is' #he Qriginal or firft.
Promife of the Spirit, in the New Teftament.”” No,
my Lord ; Thofe Words were fpoken :long: before :
He pall baptize you «with the Holy. Ghoft, and avith
Fire. | |

Will you reply ? ¢ Well, but This is the Original
Promife made. by our Lord.”” 1 anfwer, not {o neither.
For it was before this, Fefus himfelf flood and - cried.
If any Man Thirfty let him come unto me and drink,
He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath faid,
out of his Belly, fhall floxw Riwvers of lving Water:
And this. be- fpake of the Spirit, avhich they fbould re-
ceive aho  believed on bim (8 Eueddor AaufBavesy & -
sevovles &g cvwdy), If 1. miftake not, this may more jufts
ly be term’d, our Lord’s Original Promife of the Spi-
rit. And who will affert, ‘T’hat.this is to be interprét~
ed chiefly, if nat only of the Apoftolical Church ’

6. Your Lordfhip proceeds : ¢ It occurs.in the 14th.
and 1S&th. Chapters of St. Fobn’s Gofpel ; in which
he ufes- thefe Words”— In what Verfes, my Lord?
* Why is not this {pecified ?. Unlefs to furnith your
Lordthip with an Opportunity of doing the very Thing
whereof you. before complained, of ¢ confounding
Paffages of a quite contrary Nature, and jumbling to-
gether thofe.that relate to the Extraordinary Operati-
ons: of the Spirit, with thofe that relate to his Ord;-
nary Influences?”

You cite the Words thuss When the Spirit of Truth
is come, be will guide you into all Truth, and he. awill
Soeaw you, Things to.come. (Thele are nearly the Words
that occur, Chap. xvi. ver. 13.)

*“ Andagain, The Conforter, awhich is the Holy Ghoff,
anbom. the, Kather awill fend in my Name, be fhall teach
you all: Things, and' bring all Things to your Remem-
brance, wbatfoever I hawve faid unto you. 'Thefe Words
occur in the 14th Chapter, at the 26th Verfe.”

* Litake it for granted, That the Citation.of Textt in
the Margin, whick is. totally wrong, is a Blunder of
the Printer’s. - S

E 3 | | But,
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- But, my Lord, I want -the Original Promife fill;
the Original (I mean) of thofe made in this very Dif-
courfe. Indeed your Margin tells us, where it fs
(Chap. xiv. Ver. 16) but theWords appear not, Taken
together with the Context they run thus:

I ye lowe me, keep my Commandments.
And I awill pray the Father, and be will give you ano- -
ther Comforter, that he.may abide awith you for ever :
Ewen the Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannst
recerve, becaufe it feeth him not, neither knowwsth him.
Chap. xiv. ver. 15, 10, 17. *

- My Lord, fuffer me to enquire, why you f{lipt over
this Text? Was it not (I appeal to the Searcher of
your Heart !) becaufe you was conicious to yourfelf,
that ‘it wou’d neceffarily drive you to that unhappy
Dilémrna, either to affert that ﬂ?r‘ EVEry 15 TOV a;sma:,
meant only Sixty or Seventy Years; or to allow,
‘That the Text muft be interpreted of the Osrdi-
nary Operations of the Spirit, in all future Ages of
the Church.

. And indeed that the Promife in this T'ext belongs
to all Chriftians, evidently appears, not only from
your Lordfhip’s own Conceflion, and from the Text
itfelf, (for who can deny, that this Comforter or Pa-
raclete is now given to all them that believe?) but
alfo from the preceding, as well as following, Words.
‘The preceding ave, If ye lowe me, keep my Command-
wments. Mnd I will pray the Fatber——None {urely can
doubt, but thefe belong to ali Chriftians in all Ages.
The following Words are, Ewen the Spirit of Truth,
avbom the World cannot receive., " "T'rue ; the World
<annot ; but a// Chriffians can, and will receive him
Jor ewver. ﬂ
5.6, The Second Promife of the Comforter, made 1n
this Chapter, together with its Context, ftands thus: -

Judas faith unto him (net Ifcariot) Lord, boww is. it that
thou awilt manifeft thyfelf unto. us, and not unto the
%?‘Zd? Ver- 22, : ) : ’

Fefus anfwered and jaid unta bim, if any Man love
wiey, be wvill keep my Word. And my Father aill love
bim, .and ave will come ynto him, and make our-bode

w{:b bim., Ver. 23,

He
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. He that leveth me not, heepeth not my Word : and the
Word avhich ye hear is not mine, but the Fathers avhich
fent me. Ver. 24.

Thefe Things bave I fpoken unto you, being yet awith
you. Ver. 23.

. - But the Comforter, wbich s the Holy Ghoff, whom
the Father awill fend in my Name;. he awill teach you all
. Things, and bring all Things to your Remembrance,
awwbhatfoever I hawve faid unto you. Ver. 26. |
Now, how does your Lordfhip prove that this
Promife belongs only to the Primitive Church ? Why,
1. You fay, “*It is very clear, from the bare Recital
of the Words.”” I apprehend not. But this is the
very Queftion, which is not to be begg’d, but prov’d.
2. You fay, Tbe Spirit’s bringing all Things to their
Remembrance, whatfoever be had faid unto them, cannot
"poflibly be applied to any other Perfons but the Apo-
files,”” ¢ Cannot beapplied!” Thisis a flat begging.
the Queftion again, which I cannot give up without
better Reafons. 3. ¢ The Gifts of Propbecy, and of
.being guided into all Truth, and taught all Things,
can be applied only to the Apoftles, and thofe of
that Age who were immediately infpired.” Here your
Lordfhip, in Order the more plaufibly to beg the.
Queftion, again ‘‘ jumbles together the Extraordinary
-with the Ordizgry Operations of the Spirit.”> The
Gift of Prophecy, we know, is one of his Extraordinary
“Operations 3 but there i1s not a Word of it in this
Text: Nor therefore ought it to be ¢ confounded
with ‘his Ordinary Operations,”” fuch as the being
" guided into all Truth, (all that is neceffary to Salvation)
-~ and 2aught all (neceflary) Things, in a due Ufe of the
Means he hath ordain’d. Ver. 26.

In the {ame Manner, namely, in a Serious and Con-
ftant Ufe of Proper Means, I believe the Affiftance of the
Holy Ghoft 1s given to all Chniftians, to bring all Things

-needful ta their Remembrance, wbhatfoever Chrift hath
- fpoken to them in his Word. So that I fee no Occa-
fion to grant, without fome kind of Proof, (efpecially
. confidering the Occafion of this, and the Scope of the
- preceding Verfes) 'That even ¢ this Promife cannot

poilibly

en
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poflibly he applied- to any other Perfons but the
Apoftles.”

2. In the fame Difcourfe of our Lord we have a
Third Promif{€é of the Comforter. The whole Claufe
runs thus:

- If I go not away, the Comforter awill not-come unts
you i but if Lgo, Iawil] fend bim unto you, Ghap. Xvi.
uer. 7.

Azzz awwhen be is come, he will reprowe (or convince)
the World of Sin, and of Righteoufnefs, and. of Judg-
ment, ver. 8. y

Of Sin, becaufe they believe not on me :

Of Righteoufnefs, becanfe I go to.my Father, and ye.
fee me no more ; _

Of Fudgment, becaufe the Prince of this World is
judged ;s Ver. g, 10, 11.

A have yet many Things to fay unto you ; but ye can-
not bear them now : (ver. 12.) Bat «when be frall come,
the Spirit of Truth, be will guide you into all Truthe—
And be avill fheaw you Things to come, Ver. 13.

There is only one Sentence here which. has not
already been confider’d, He will fhew you 1bings to come.

Anq this, it is granted, relates to the Gift of Propbecy,
one of the Exitraordinary Operations of the Spirit.

The General Conclufion which your Lordfhip draws,
is expreft in thefe Words.” ¢ Confequently all Pre-
tenfions to the Spirit, in the proper Senfe of the
Words of this. Promife (7. e. of thefe {everal Texts of
St. Fobn) are vain and-infignificant, as they are claim-
®d by Modern Enthufiafts’ . And in the End.of the
fame Paragraph you add, ‘¢ None but the Ordizary
Operations of the Spirit are to be now e};pe&ed: :
fince thofe that are of a Miraculouns (or Extraordinary)
Kind are xoT PRETENDED 70, even by Modern
Entbufiafls.

‘My Lord, this is furprizing. I read it over and
over, before I cou’d credit my own Eyes. [I. verily
believe this one Claufe, with unprejudiced Perfons,
will be an anfwer to the whole Book. You have
been vehemently crying out all along againft thofe
Enthufiaflical. Pretenders 3 nay, the very Defign of
your Book, as you openly declare, was ¢ to ftop

) the
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the Growth of their Enthufiafin : who have had the
Aflurance (as you politively affirm, pag. 6 ) toclaim to
themfelves the Extraordinary Operations of the Holy Spi-
rit.” And here you as pofitively affirm, That thofe
Extraordinary Operations ‘¢ are NOoT PRETENDED
7o by them at all!™ ~

8. Yet your Lordfhip proceeds, ‘“ The next Paflage
of Scripture | fhall mention as peculiarly belonging to
the Primitive Times, tho’ mifapplied to the Prefent
State of Chriftians by Modern Enthufiafis, is what
relates to the Teffimony of the Spirit, and praying by
toe Spirit, In the 8th Chapter of the Epiftle to the
Romans.” p. 106.

I believe 1t incumbent upon me thoroughly to
weigh the Force of your Lordfhip’s Reafoning on this
Head, You begin, ¢ After St, Pau/ had treated of
that Spiritual Principle in Chriffians, which enables
them ¢o mortify the Deeds of the Body he fays,
any Man hawve not the Spirit of Chriff, he is none of
pis.  'This makes the Diftin&ion of a true Chriftian,
particularly in Oppofition to the Fezvs. I appre-
hend it is juft here, that your Lordfhip turns out of
the Way, when you fay, ¢ Particularly in Oppofition
to the Fewws.” Such a Particular Oppofition I can-
not allow, till fome ftronger Proof is produced, than
St. Paul’s occafionally mentioning Six Verfes before,
‘““ the Imperfe&ion of the Fewifs Law.”

- Yet your Lordfhip’s Mind is fo full of this, that
after repeating the 14th and tgth Verles (as many as,
are led by the Spirit of GOD, they are the Sons of
GOD : For ye hawe not received the Spirit of Bon-
dage again to fear : But ye bave received the Spirit of
Adoption, whereby ave cry, Abba, Father!) you add,
. ¢ In the former Part of this Verfe, the Apofile

fhews again the Imperfe€tion of the Fewiff Law.”

T his alfo calls for Proof : Otherwife, it will not be al-

low'd,that he here {peaks of the fewi/b Law atall: Not,

tho’ we grant That ‘¢ the Fewvs were fubjeét to the

Fear of Death, and lived, in Confequence of it, in

a State of Bondage”” For are not all Unbelievers, as

well as the Feavs, more or lefs, 11 the fame Fear and

Bondage ?

-

You
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Your Lordfhip goes on, “ In the latter Part of the
Verfe he thews the Superiority of the Chriffian Law to
that of the Feaws.”” p. 18. Where is the Proof, my
Lord ? How does it appear, that he is fpeaking either
of the Chrifiian or Feawifb Law, in thofe Words, ¥z
bawve received the Spirit of Adoption, avhereby awe cry
Abba Father 2 However you infer, ¢¢ Ghiifficns then
are the adopted Sons of Gop, in contra-diftintion to
the Fews, as the Former had the Gifts of the Holy
Ghoft, which none of the Latter had at that Taime :
And the Body of the Fews never had.” No, nor 2be
Body of the Chriftians neither. So that if this be a
Proof againft the Feaws, it is the very fame againit the
Chriftians.

I muft obferve farther on the preceding Words,
t. That your Lordfhip begins here, to take the Word
Chriftians in a new and peculiar Senfe, for the whole
Body of the then Chriftian Church: 2. That itis a
bad Inference, “ as, or becaufe they had the Gifts-of
the Holy Ghoft, therefore they were the Sons of Gop.”
On the one Hand, if they were the Children of Gop,
it was not, becaufe they had thofe Gifts. On the
oither, a Man may have all thofe Gifts, and yet be a
Child of the Devil.

9. I conceive, not only that your Lordfhip has pro-
sued nothing hitherto, no one Point that has any Re-
lation to the Queftion ; but that, ftriétly fpeaking, you
have not attempled ta prove any thing, having taken for
granted whatever came in your way. In the fame
Manner you proceed, ¢“ T'he Apoftle goes on, The Spirit.
itfelf beareth awitnefs «with our Spirit, that awe are the
Children of GOD. T his Paflage, as it is connelted with
the preceding one, relates to the general Adoption of
Chriftians, or their becoming the Sons of Gop inftead
of the Feaws.”— This Paflage relates’”—How is that
proved ? By its Connexion with the preceding? In no
wife, unlefs it be good arguing to prove Ignotum. per
ignotiys. It has not yet been prov’d, that the preced-
ing Paffage it{elf has any Relation to this Matter. i

Your Lordfhip adds, ¢“ But what was the Ground
of this Preference that was given to Chriftians ?- It was
plainly the (miraculous) Gif?s of the Stirét, which they.

s . hady
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had, and whichi "the Jews had not.” This Preferesce
given ¥o Chriftians, was jult before expreft by their
becoming the Sons of GOD inflead of tle Jews. Were
the Gifts of the Spirit then the Ground of this Prefer-
ence ? The Ground of their becoming the Sons of
Gop? What an Affertion is this! And now little is
it mended tho’ I allow, that *° thefe Miraculous Gifis
of the Spirit, were a Teflimony that Gop acknow-
ledged the Chriftians to be his People and not the
Fews: (fince the Chriflians who work’d Miracles, did
it not by the Works of the Law, but by the Hearing of
Faith 27°)

Your Lordfhip concludes, ““ From thefe Paflages of
St. Paz/, compared together, it clearly follows, that
the forementioned Zeffimony of the Spirit, was the Pub-
lick Teftimony of miraculous Gifts—and, confequently,
the Witnefs of the Spirit that we are the Children of
GOD, cannot poffibly be applied, to the priwate Teftsx
mony of the Spirit given to our own Confciences, as is
pretended by modern Eathufiafis.”” p. 20.

If your Conclufion, my Lord, will ftand without the
Premifes it may : But that it has no Manner of Con-
neftion with them, I trut does partly, and will more
fully appear; when we view the whole Paflage to
which you refer. And I believe that Pafluge, with
very little Comment, will prove, in direét Oppofition
to that Conclufion, that the Teftimony of the Spirit
there mentioned, is not the publick Teftimony of mira-
culous Giifts, but muft be applied to the privarze T¢/fi-
mony of the Spirit, .given to our own Confciences.

10. St. Pau/ begins the 8th Chapter of his Epiille
to the Romans, with the great Privilege of every Chrii-
tian Believer, (whether Yeaw or Gentile before) There is
now no Gondemnation for them that are in Chrift Fefus,
engrafted into him by Faith, awbo walk not after the
Flefh, but after the Spirit. Fér now every one of them
may truly fay, The Law (or Power) of the Spirit of
Life, in Chrif# Fefus (given unto me for his Sake) Aars
made me fiee from the Law (or Power) of Sin and
Death. For that awbich the Law could not do, in that
22 s rwegk t};ra’ tb.e FI#, GOD _/E'?za’i.fzg bz.; oI Sr}?;’,
in the Likenefs of fintul Fleflby and for Sin, did ; when he

concemned,
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condemned, (crucified, put to death, deftroyed) Sin 2
the Flefh : That the Righteoufnefs of the Lawv might be
Sfilfilled in us, wko avalk not after the Flefb, but after
the Spirit. For they that are after the Flefb, mind tke
things of the Flefb 5 but they that are after the Spirit,

the Things of the Spirit. ver. 1.—g5.
Is it not evident, that the Apoftle is here defcribing

a True Chriftian, a Holy Believer ? In Oppofition, not
particularly to a Feaww, much lefs to the Fewi/p Laav,
‘but to every unholy Man, to all, whether Fews or
Gentiles, wbho walk after the Flefb ? He goes on
 For, to be carnally-minded is Decth 3 but to be fpiri-
tually-minded is Life and Peace. Becaufe the carnal
Mind is Enmity againft GOD : for it is not [ubjec? to
the Law of GOD ; neither indeed can be. So then they that
are in the Flefb, cannot gleafe GOL). ver. 6. 7. 8.
. 'The Oppofition between a Holy and an Unholy Man,
is ftill glaring and undeniable. But can any Man dif-
cern, the leaft glimmering of Oppofition, between the
Chriflian and the Fewifb LAW ¢
The Apottle goes on, But ye are not in the Flefh, but
in the Spirit, if - fo be that the Spirit of GOD dwell in
you. Now if any Man hbave not the Spirit of Chriff,
be is none of His. But if Chriff be in you, the Boay is
dead, becaunfe of (or with regard to) Sin, but the Spirit is
Life becaufe of Righteoufnefs. But if the Spirit of Himn
that raifed up Fefus from the Dead dwell in you, he that
raifed up Chiift from the Dead fball alfo gquicken your
mortal Bodies by bis Spirit avhich dwelleth in you. Tiere-
fore, Brethren, e are Debtors, not to the Flefb, to live
ofter the Flefb. For if ye live after the Flegfb ye foall die ;
but if ye thro' tke Spirit do mortify the Decds of the
Body, ye fball live. For as meny ¢s are led by the Spirit
of GOD, they are the Sons of GOD. ver. g 14.
Is there one Word here, is there any the leaft In-
timation of miraculous Gifts, or of the Feavifs Laww. ?
Tt follows, For ye hawve not received the Spirit of
Bondage again, to fear (fuch as all Sinners have, when
they are firlt ftirred up to feek Gop, and begin to
{ferve him from a flavith Fear of Punilhment) Buzs ye
bawe received toe Spirit of Adoption' (of free Love)
ahereby wwe cry, Abba, Father. The Stirit itfelf
; 2 | (waich
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(which GOD bath fent forth into our Hearts, crying,
Abba, Father,) beareth Witnefs avith our Spirit, that
ave are the Children of GOD. ver, 15, 10. '

I am now willing to leave it, without farther Com-
ment, to the Judgment of every impartial Reader,
whether it does not appear from the whole Scope
and Tenor of the Text and Context taken togetner,
‘that this Paffage coes not refer to the Few:f Laww,
nor to the publick Teffimony of Miracles : Neither of
which can be dragged in, without putting the utmoit
Force on the natural Meaning of the Words. And
if fo, it will follow, that this #Witnefs of the Spirit 1s the
private Teflimony given to our own Confcicnces : Which,
confequently, all {fober Chriftians may claim, without
any Danger of Euthufiafm.

11. “ But I go on ({lays your Lordfhip, p. 21.) to
the Confideration of the other Paflages in the fame
Chapter, relating to our Praying by the Spirit, namely
at Verfe 26 and 27. which run thus, Likewife the
Spirit alfo belpeth our Infirmities: For ave kzoav wnot
what awe fhould pray for as awe ought 3 but the Spirit it-
felf marketh Interceffion for wus, avith Groanings awhich
cannot be utrered, And he that fearcheth the Heasrts,
knoweth avbat is the Mind of the Spirit, becaufe be miak-
ets gzterceﬁaﬂ for the Sainis, according to the FVill of
GOD.

- Hereis a Circumftance highly needful to be obferv’d,
before we enter upon this Queftion. Your Lordfhip
undertakes to fix the Meaning of an Expreflion ufed
by St. Paxz/, in the r4th Chapter of his firlt Epiftle to
the Corinthians. And in order thereto, you laborioufly
explain Part of the 8th Chapter to the Romens. My
Liord, how is this 8 Will it be faid, Why #5i5 is often
alledged to prove the wrong Senle of rhar Scripture @
I conceive, this will not {alve the Matter at all. Your
Lordihip had before laid down a particular Method, as
the only {ure one whereby to diftinguifh what Scrip-
tures belong to all Chritians, and what do not. This
Method 1s, the Conflidering the Occailon and Scope of
thofe Paffages, by comparing the Text and Context
together. You then propofe, by the Ufe of this Me-
thed, to fhew, that jeveral Texts have been mifapplied

1 Ay
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by Enthuficfls. One of thele is the 15th Verfe of the
14th Chapter of the firft Epiftle to the Corinthians.
And to fhew, that Enzbufiaffs have mifapplied this,
you comment on the 8th Chapter to the Romans !

However, let us weigh the Comment itlelfe The
material Part of 1t begins thus (p. z2.) * Now he adds
another Proof of the Truth of Chriftianity : Likewvife
the Spirit belpeth our Infirmities (or our Diftreffes, for
Susiaus fignifies both.”) (I doubt that : I require Au-
thority for it.) ¢ And then he mentions, in what In-
ftances he does fo, a7z, In Prayers to Gop about Af-
flitions”—— (in nothing elle, my Lord ? Did he Aelp
their Infirmities, 1n no other Inftance than this?) < e
trow nor, fays he, wwhar ave fhould pray for, as we
ought. Tuart 1s, whether it be beit for us to bear
Affli¢tions, or to be delivered from them. But zbe
Sairit, OR the Gift of the Spirit, inftrufts us how to
sray in a Manner agreeable to the Will of Gop.”
The Spirit, OR the G:f¢ of the Spirit ! What marvellous
Reufoning 1s this ? If thefe ‘¢ are often put for each
other,” what then? How is that evinced to be the
Caie here ? -

1z2. ¢ The Apoftle goes on, The Spirie itfelf (p. 23.)
saketh Interceffion for us, with Groauings avhich cannot
Oe uttered : 'U'nat 1s, the fpiritucl ov iufpired Perfon
prayed in that Capacity for the whole Aflfembly.”
““ Trar 15! DNay, That is again the very Point to
be proved, eife we get not one Step farther.

““ The Apoltle goes on thus, ver. z9. Aud be that
(p. 24.) fearcheth the Hearts, knoweth wbhat is the Mind
ef the Spirit (Twart 1s, of the fpiritual or infpired Per-
ion) becaufe he maketh Interceffion for the Saints, ace
cording to the Wil of GOD, T'mar 1s, Gop knows
the Intention of the fpiriznal Perfon, who has the Gif
of Preoyer, which he ules for the Beneht of the whole
Affembly ; He, I fay, leaves it intirely to Gop, whe-
ther it be beft that they thould {uffer Afflictions, or be
delivered {rom them.” p. 23.

My Losd, this is morc aftontfhing than all the reft !
1 was expeéting all along in reading the preceding Pages.
(.nd fo, 1 fuppofe, w25 every thinking Reader) - when
yvour Lordtip would mention, that the Perfon mira-
cirlonfly

-
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culonfly infpived {or that Intent, and praying axard ©O:év
either for the Support or Deliverance of the People,
fhould bawe the wery Petition awbich be asked of bim.
Whereas you intended no fuch Thing! But fhut up
the Whole with that lame and impotent Conclufion,
““ He leaves it to Gop, whether it be beft they fhould
fuffer Affiitions, or be delivered from them.”

Had he then that miraculous Gift of Gop, that he
might do what any common Chriftian might have done
without 1t? Why, any Perfon in the Congregation
might have prayed thus : Nay, coyld not pray other-
wile, if he had the oi/naiy Grace of Gop : “* Leaving
it to Gop, whether he fhould fuffer Afitions fhll, or
be delivered from them.” Was it o»/y in the Apofto-
hical Age, that < the Spirit mftruéted Chriltians thus
to pray ' Cannot a Man pray 2b«s, cither for him-
felf or others, unlefs he have the miraculous Gift of
Prayer |=—-50, according to your Lordfhip’s Judgment,
** T'o pray in {uch a manner, as in the Event to leave
the Continuance of our Sufferings, or our Deliverance
from them, with a dué Submiflion, to the good Plea-
fure of Gop,” 1is one of thofe *° extraordinary Opera-
tions of the Spirit,” which none now pretend to but
““ modern Entbuficfis I*

I befeech your Lordfhip to confider. Can you coolly
maintain, that ‘¢ the praying with a due Submiffion to.
the Will of Gobp,” even in heavy Affli&tion, is a mi/-
raculous Gift 2 An extraordinary Operation of the Holy
Ghott ¢ Is #5/s peculiar to the primitive Times ? Is it
what none but Ewnthufiafts now pretend to? If not,
then your Lordfhip's ownAccount of P?'rg_yz'?zg ij the Spirif
indifputably proves, that this is one of the ordinary Pri-
vileges of all Chriftians, to the End of the World.

13. ¢ I go on (your Lordfhip adds) to another Paf-.
{fapge of Scripture, thai has becn entirely (p..27.) mif-
applied by modern Enthufiafis. 1 Cor. 1. 4, 5. And
my Speech and my Preacbing avere not awith inticing
Words of Man's Wifdom, but in Demonftration of the
Spirit and of Power 3 that your Faith fhould not fland in
toe Wifdom of Man, but in the Power of GOD. Page 29.

*¢ It 15 only neceflary to evince, -that by #be Demnorn-
Slration of the Spirit and of Poaver is meant the Demon-

F 2 {iration
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{tratien of the T'ruth of Chriftianity, that arifes fromg
the Prophecies of the O/ Teffament and the Miracles o
Chriff and his Apofiles,” Yes, it is neceffary farther to
evince, that thefe Words have #o other Meaning., But
firtt, How will you evince, that they bear this? In or-
der thereto, your Lordthip argues thus : |

““ The former feems to be the Demonflration of the
Spirit, with regard to the prophetical Teftimonies of
him. — And the Demonflration of Powver, muft fignify
the Power of Gobn, exerted in Miracles.” (p. 30.}
“ Mult:”> Why {o ? That duvxus often fignifies mira-
culons Power, 1s allowed—But what follows ? ‘T'hat it
muft mean {o In this Place ? That ftill remains to be
proved.

Indeed your Lordfhip {ays, this ¢¢ appears from the
fo]lowing Verfe, in which is affigned the Reafon
for ufing this Method of proving Chriftianity to be:
true, wiz. That your Feith (bould not fland in the W7/
dom of Man, but in the Poaver of GOD. By the Power of”
Gop THErEFORE mufl neceflurily be underftood, the:
Miracles performed by Chrift and his Apofiles)’”” By:
the illative Particle, #herefore, this Propofition fhould:
be an Inference. from fome other: But what other I
cannot yet difcern. So that, for the prefent I canonly’
look upon it, as a frefh Inftance of begging the Quefii-
om. - |
‘¢ He goes on in the »th, 10th and following Verfes,
to explain this Demonfiration of the Spirit and of Power.”
But he does not fay one Syllable therein, either of the
ancient Prophecies, or of Miracles. Nor will it be
eafily proved, that he fpeaks either of one or the other,
from the Beginning of the Chapter to the End.

After tranfcribing the 13th Verle, awbich Things alfs
woe [peak, notinthe Words awhich Man’s Wifdom teacheth,
but avhich the Holy Ghoft teacheth, comparing [piritual
Things «avith fpirityal, your Lordthip adds, ¢ From
which laft Paflage it appears, that the Words which the
Holy Ghoft is faid o reach, muft be the Prophetical Re-
velations of the O/d Teffament, which were difcovered to
the Apoftles by the fame Spirit.”” I cannot apprehend,.
how this appears. 1 cannot as yet fee any Connecltion
at all between the Premiffes and the Conclufion,

‘ U pon
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Upon the Whole, I defire any Calm and Serious
Man, to read over thlS whole Chapter ; and then he
will eafily judge, what is the nataral Meanmg of the
Words in Queftion : And whether (altho’ it be allowd,
That they were peculiarly tulfilled in the Apoftles, yet}
they do not manifeftly belong, iz a lower Senfe, to
every True Minifter of Chrift? For what can be
more undeniable than this, That our Preaching alfo is
vain, unlefs it be attended with zbe Power of that
szrzt who alone pierceth the Heart ? And that your
Hearing 1s vain, unlefs the {fame Poxwer be prefent to
beal your Soul, and to give vyou a Faith which fand-
eth not in the Wifdom of Man, but in the Poawer of
GOD ?

14. “° Another Paffage that (your Lordthip thinks)
has been mifapplied by Enthufiafts, but was really
peculiar to the Times of the Apoltles, 1s 1 Fobn 11.
20 and 2%7. (p. 35.) ZYe bawve an Unlion from the
Ha{y One, and ye know all hings. But the Anoint-
ing awbhich ye bawve received of bim abideth in you :
And ye wneed not that any Man teach you, but as the
Same A’wmtwg teacketh you r:y" all Things, and is Truth,
and is no Lie. And ewven as it bath tausht you, ye
fhall abide in him.”” ¢¢ Here the Apoﬂles arms- the
true Chriftians againft Seducers, by an Argument
drawn from rbe Unftion, firom the Holy One, that was
in or rather among them : that is, from the fm-
mediate Infpiration of fome of their ['eachers.”” p. 3+.

Here 1t refts upon your Lordthip, to prove {(as well
as afirm) 1. That & fhould be tranflated amony : z.
That this Un&ion from the Holy One means, ¢ T'he
Infpiration of {ome of their Teachers.” :

The latter your Lordfhip attempts to prove thus:

““ The Infpired Teachers of old were fet apartdo:
that Office, by an Extraordmary Effufion of the Holv
Ghoft : Therefore . 38

The Unltion from the Holy Ounr here, means {uch dn
Effufion. 1 deny the Confequenc# : 1o the Queftion 1is
{till to be proved.

. Your Lordfhip’s fecond Argument is drawn from the
26th Verfe of the 14th Chapter of St Fobs's Gofpel.

¥ 3 Propoicd
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Propofed in form, it will ftand thus: T

““ If thofe Words, He fball teack you all Things,
relate only to ‘a Miraculous Gift of. the Holy Ghoft,
then thefe Words, The fame Anointing teacheth you of all
Things, relate to the fame Miraculous Gift:

But thofe Words relate only to a Miraculous Gift :

Therefore, thefe relate to the {fame.” - - |

I conceive, it will not be very eafly to make good the
Confequence in the firlt Propofition. But I deny the
Minor alfo : the Contradi&tory whereto,’ I truft, has
appeared to be true. ; |

I grant indeed, That thefe Words were more ei-
nently fulfill’d, in the Age of the Apoftles. But this
is altogether confiltent with their belonging in & Jower
Senfe,- to all Chriftians, in all Ages : Seeing they have
atl need of an Un&tion from the Holy Oue, a Super-
natural Afiiftance from the Holy Ghott, that they may
know in the due Ufe of all proper Means, al/ Things
needful for their Souls Health., Therefore it is no Ex-
dhuficfm, to teach That the UniZion from the Holy One,
belongs to all Chriftians in all Ages.

1¢. 'There is one "Fopic of your Lordfhip’s yet un-
touch’a.; that 1s Authonty : One you have very fre-
quently made ule of, and wherein, probably, the Ge-~
ncrality of Readers fuppofe your Lordfhip’s great
Strength lies.  And indeed when your Lordfhip fiuft
wentioned, {p. 11.) ¢ The general Senfe of the Pri-
mitive Church,” 1 prefumed you would have produced
fo numerous Authorities, that I fhould not eafily be able
to confult them =z2ll. But I {foon found my Miftake ;
your Lordfhip naming only Cbryfoffem, Feror, Origen
and Lthenafius.

However, tho’ thefe Four ¢can no more be term’d the
Pruonittve Church, than the Church Univerfal, yet I
confent to abide by their Sufirage. Nay, I will go a
Step farther thil, 1If any two of thefe affirm, that thofe
icven ‘L'exts belong ondy to the cpofiolical Age, and not
10 the Chriffians of fucceeding Times, I will give up the
whole Caufe. o .

. But let 1t be obferved : If they fhould affirm, that
thefe primarily belong to the Ghriffians of the apofiofical
| Age,
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Age, that does not prove the Point, becaufe they may
in a fecondary Senfe belong to others notwithftanding:
Nor does any of them {peak home to the Queftion, un-
lefs he maintain in exprefs Terms, that thefe Texts
vefer only 10 the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit, and o
at all to the State of ordinary Chriftians.
16. Concerning thofe three Texts, Fobn xiv, ver.16.
- and the 26. and Fobn xvi. wer. 13. “ I could eafily
add (fays your Lordfhip,*) the Authorities of Chry-
Joftornr and the other ancient Commentators.” St. Chry-
fofte’s Authority I will cenfider now, and that of the
others, when they are produced.
It is granted, that he interprets not only Fobxz xwi, .
13. but alfo beth the Paffages in the 14th Chapter,.
as primarily belonging to the Apoftles. Yet Part of his
Comment on the 26th . Verfe, 1s as follows. |
‘¢ Such is that Grace (of 2be Comfortzr) that if it
finds Sadnefs, it takes it away ;. if evil Defire, it con-
{fumes it. It cafts out Fear, and {uffers him that re-
ceives it to be a Man no longer, but tranflates him, as.
it were, into Heaven. Hence none of them counted any.
- thing his own, but continued in Prayer, avith Gladnefs
and Singlenefs of Heart. Yor this chiefly 1s there need’
of the Holy Ghoft. For the Fruit of the Spirit is Joy,
Peace, Faith, Mecknefs, Indeed {piritual Men often.
grieve ; but that Grief is {weeter than Joy. For what-
ever is of the Spirit, 1s the greatett Gain, as whatever
is of the World, is the greateft Lofs. Let us therefore
in keeping the Commandments” (according to our
Lord’s Exhortation, wer. 15.} *¢{zcure the, unconquer-
able Afliftance of the Spirit, and we fhall be nothing
« inferior to. Angels.” '
St. Chryfoftorz here, after he had fhewn, that the
Promife of the Comforter primarily belonged to the
Apoftles : (And who ever queftioned it ? ) undeniably
teaches, That in a Jfecondary Senle, it belongs to
all Chrittians : "T'o all fpiritucl Men, all who keep 2he
Commaniments. L appeal therefore to all Mankind,
Whether his Authority touching the Promife of our Lord
in thefe Texts, does not overthrow the Propofition it
was cited to prove?
¥ Page 13,
Altho



( 56 )

Altho' your Lordfhip mames no other Author here,
yet Page 4.2. you {ay, *° The afligned Senfe of thefe
Paflages was confirmed by the Authority of Osigen.”
It is needful therefore to add, what occurs in his
Works, with regard to the prefent Queftion.

He occafionally mentions this Promife of our Lord,
in four feveral Places. But it is in one only that he
{peaks pertinently to the Point in hand, (Vol. II. p. 4013.
Edit. Bened.) where his Words are thefe:

When the Spirit of Truth is come, he awill guide you
into all Truth, and he «will teach you all Things. ** The
Sum of all good Things confifts in this, that a Man be
found worthy to receive the Grace of the Holy Ghott.
Ortherwife, nothing will be accounted perfeét in him,
who hath not the Holy Spirit.”

- Do thele Words confirm that ¢¢ Senfe of thofe Paf-
fages which your Loraiuip had afligned ** Rather do
they not utterly overturn it? And prove, (as above)
that altho’ this Promife of our Lord, primarily belongs
to the Apoftles, yet in the feécondary Senfe, it belongs
{(according to Origen’s Judgment) to all Chriftians in all
Ages ¥ |

gl 7. 'The fourth Text mention’d as belonging to the
firft Chriftians only, 1s Rom. viil. 15, 16 and p. 26.
it isfaid, ¢ This Interpretation is confirmed by the
Authority of the moft eminent Fathers.” T'he Reader
is particularly refered to Origen and Ferom: in locur.
But here {feems to be a Miftake of the Name. Ferom
in lJocum fhould mean, Ferom upon the Place, upon
Rom. viil, 15, 16. But ] cannot perceive, that there
is one Word upon that Place, in all St. Ferom’s Works.

Nor indeed has Os7gen commnented upon it any

more than Ferom. But he occafionally mentions it in
thele Words :

““ He is a Babe who 1s fed with Milk~but if he feeks
the Things that are above—without doubt he will be
of the INumber of thole, who receive zor the Spirit of
Bondege again unto Fear, bur the Spirit of Adoption, .
thro’ whom they ¢y, dbba Father.” Vol 1. p. 70.

Again, ““'T'he Fulnels of 'F'ime is come—when they
. who zre willing, receive the Adoption, 2s Pax/ teaches

an thefe Words, Ze bawve pot received the Spirit of Ron=
(fr?gﬂ
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dage again unto Feary but ye have received the Spirit of
Adoption, whereby awe cry, Abba Father ! And it is writ-
ten in the Gofpel according to St. Fobz, To as many -
as received bim, to them gawe be Power te become the
Sons of GOD, ewen to them that believe in his Name.
Vol. I. p. 231, 232. '

Yet again, ‘ Every one that is born of Gop, and
doth not commit Sin, by his very A&ions {aith, Our -
Father which art in Heaven, tbe Spirit itfelf bearing
Witnefs «with their Spirit, that they are the Ghildren of
GOD.” ibid. |

According to Origen therefore, this Tefimony of the
Spirit, 15 not any gublick Teftimony by Miracles, pe-'
culiar to the firlt Times, but an rzward Teflimony,
belonging in common to all that are bern of GOD. -
And confequently the Authority of Origer does not
“ confirm that Interpretation’ neither; but ablolutely
deftroy it. -

18. The laft Authority your Lordfhip appeals to on -
this ‘T'ext is, *° Thatof the great Fobn Chsryfoffom, who -
reckons the Yefimony of ¢he Spirit of Adoption by which
we cry Abba Father ! among the miraculous Gifts of:
the Spirit,” ¢ I rather chufe (your Lordfhip adds, .
p. 26 ) to refer you to the Words of St, Chryfoflom,
than to tranfcribe them here, as having almoft tranfla- "
ted them in the prefent Account of the Teffimony of
the Spirit.’’ |

However, 1 believe it will not be Labour loft, to
tranfcribe a few of thofe Words. |

It is in his Comment on the rgth Verfe, that he
firft mentions, St. Puul's Comparifon between a Fev
and a Chriffian. How fairly your Lordfhip has repre-
{ented this, let every Reader judge.

As many as are led by vhe Spirit of GOD, they are
the Sons of GOD.- ‘““ Whereas the fame Title
had been given of old to the eawvs allo,~— he fhews
in the Sequel, how great a Difference there 1s, be-
tween that Honour and this. For tho’, {ays he, the
Titles are the fame, yet the Things are not. And
he plainly proves it, by comparing both what they
had received, and what they looked for. And firlk.
he fhews what they had receiv’d, via. A Spirit of Bonu-
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dage. 'T'hérefore he adds, °¢ 2% bawe not received Hhe
Spirit of Bondage again unto Fear : but ye hawve received
the Spirit of Adoption. What means the Spirit of Fear ¢
~—ODbferve their whole Life, and you will know clear-
ly. For Punifhments were at their Heels, and much
Fear was on every fide, and before their Face—But
with us it 1s not fo. For our Mind and Confcience
are cleans’d, {fo that we do all Things well, not for
Fear of prefent Punilhment, but thro’ our Love of Gop,
and an Habit of Virtue. They therefore, tho’ they
were called Sons, yet were as Slaves ; but we, being
made free, have received the Adoption, and look not
for a Land of Milk and Honey, but for Heaven.”

‘¢ He brings alfo another Proof, That we bave
the Spirit of Adoption, by awbich, {ays he, awe cry, Abba,
Bather —=—"{his is the firft Word we utter, uera vag
Oocvpcesors wdives exeivecs, 3 oV £ivey % T eepdoE oy huxsvpé-
7wy vouov . after thofe amazing Throes (or Birth-Pangs)
and that flrange and wonderful Manner of bringing
forth.” k |

‘* He brings yet another Proof of the Superiority
of thole who had #bis Spiréit of Adoption. The Stirit
itfelf oeareth auitnefs awith our Spirit that awe are the
Children of GO@D. I prove this, fays he, not only
from the Voice it{elf, but alfo from the Caufe whence
that Voice proceeds. For the Spirit fuggefts the Words
while we thus fpeak, which he hath elfewhere expreit
more plainly, GOD bath fent forth the Spirit of hbis
Son inte onr Hearts, crying, Abba, Fathber ! But what
15y The Spirit beareth «witunefs awith onr Spirit ? He
means, ['he Paraclzte by the Gift given unto us.” (But
that this was an Exsraordinary Gift, we have no Inti-
mation at all, neither before nor after) “* And when 24e
Spirit beareth avitnefs, what Doubt is left ? If a Man
or an Angel {pake, fome might doubt. BPBut when the
Moft High beareth witnefs to us, who can doubt any
longer ?”

Now let any reafonable Man judge how far your
Lordfhip has ‘¢ tranflated the Words of St.. Chryfoffom ?
And whether he reckons the Teflimony of the Spirit a-
mong the Miraculons Gifts of the Holy Ghoft#*? Or

among



(59 )

among thofe Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit of Chrif,

which 1if a Man have not, he is none of His ?

19. The Fifth Text:your Lordfhip quotes, as de-
fcribing a Miraculous Gift of the Spirit, is 1 Cor. 14,
15 : 'T'o prove which,you comment on the 8th Chapter
to the Romans, particularly the 26th Verfe: And
here again it is faid, ‘¢ That the Interpretation af-
- fign’d, is confirm’d by {everal of the moft eminent Fa-
thers, more efpecially the Great Fobhn Chryfoftorr, as
well as by Origen and Ferome upon the Place,”

I cannot find St. Jerome te have writ one Line zpor
the Place. And it is obvious, that St. Ch»y/a/20m {up-
pofes, the whole Context from the 17th to the 25th
Verfe, ta relate to all Chriftians in all Ages. How
this can be faid to ‘¢ confirm the Interpretation af-
fien’d,”’ I cannot conjelture. Nay, it is remarkable,
that he expounds the former Part of the 26th
Verfe, as defcribing the Ordinary Privilege of all Chri-
. ftians. Thus far, therefore, he does not confirm, but

overthrow ¢ the Interpretation before afliened.”” But
in the Middle of the Verfe he breaks off, and expounds
the latter Part, as delcribing one of the Miraculons

Gifts.

Yet I muft do the Juftice to this Venerable Man to
obferve, He does not {uppole that Miraculous Gift was
given, only that the Infpired might do what any O»-
dingry Chriftian might have done without 1t. (This
Interpretation even of the latter Part of the Verfe,
he does in no wife confirm) But that he might ask
in every Particular Circumftance, the determinate
‘Thing which it was the Will of Gobp to give.

" 20. The Third Father by whom it is {uid this Ine
terpretation is confirm’d is Osigen. The firt Paflupe
of his, which relates to Rom. viii. 20, runs thus : (Vol.

~ 1. p. 199.) '

““ Paul perceiving how far he was, after all thefe
Things, from knowing to pray for what he ought
as he o ght, favs, We knoww not avbat we foo2’d gruy
for as e ought. But he adds, whence what is want-

. ing may be had by ene who indeed does not know,
but labours to be found worthy of having the Defelt
fupplied. For he ays, Likewife. - Sgirit alfo helpets

enr
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our Infirmities. ¢ For ave know not awbat awe fhonld pray
Jor as we ought. But the Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion
Jor us, awith Groanings avbich cannot be utter’d. And he
‘that fearcheth the Hearts knoweth awbat is the Mind of the
Spirit 3 becaufe he maketh Interceffion for the Saints, ac-
cording to the Will of GOD. 'The Spirit which crieth
"Abba, Father, in the Hearts of the Saints, knowing
'well our Groanings in this Tabernacle, maketh In-
terceffion for us to GOD, avith Groanings wwbhich cannot
be utter’'d. To the {ame Effe€t is that Scripture, 1
Cor. xiv.*1g5. I will pray with the Spirit, I awill pray
with the Underflanding alfo. For our Underftanding
(orMind § v35) cannot pray, if the Spirit do not pray
before it, and the Underftanding, as it were,liften to ic."

Again (Vol. II. p. 146.) * I would know, how the
Saints ¢ry to Gop without a Voice. 'The Apoftle
fhews, GOD bath fent forth the Spirit of bis Son into
our Hearts, crying, Abba, Father! And he adds, The
Spirit itfelf maketh Interceffion far us, with Groanings
awhich cannot be utter’d. And again, He that fearchetfs
the Hearts, knowweth wwbat is the Mind of the Spirit, be-
caufe be maketh Iuterceffion for the Saints, according to
the Will ¢f GOD. Thus therefore, the Spirit making
Interceffion for us with Gop, the Cry of the Saints 1s
heard without a Voice.”

Once more in his Homily on Fo/bua, (Vol. TI. 419.)

“ Jefus, our Lord, doth not forfake us; but altho
when we would pray, ave Anow not avhat to pray for
as ave ought, yet the Spirit itfelf maketh Interceffion
Sfor us awith Groanings awbich connot be utter'd. WNow the
the Lord is that Spirit: 'I'he Spirit affifts our Prayers,
and offers them to.Gop with Groanings which we
cannot exprefs in Words.”

I believe all Rational Men will obferve from hence,
That Origesz is {o far from confirming, that he quite
overturns your Lordfhip’s Interpretation of the 16th as
well as the 26th Verfe of this Chapter - Seeing, 1in his
Judgment, both that Tefiimony of the Spirit, and this
Prayer belong to all Chriftians in all Ages. :

z1. The Sixth Scripture which your Lordfhip has
undertaken to fhew, ¢¢ relates only- to the Apoftolical

‘1imes,”
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Times,”* . is' 1:Cé# il Ver. 4, 5. And: *-this- Inter-
pretation alfo, (it is faid) is confirm’d by the Autho-
rity of Chryfoflom,* Origen, and other ancient Writers.
(p. 33.) With thofe other ¢¢ Antient Writers” I have no
concein yet. St. Chryfoflon {o far confirms this In-
‘terpretation, as to.explain that whole Phrafe, #be De-
monftration of the Spirit and of Power, of *“ the Power
of the Spirit fhewn "by Miracles.” - But he fays not
one Word, of any.‘f Proof of the Chriftian Religion,
arifing from the “I'ypes and Prophecies of. the Old
‘Teftament.” |

Origen has thefe Words (Vol. I-.:-'p. 321.)
* ¢¢ OQur Word has a-certain peculiar Demonftration,

more Divine than the Grecian, Logicdl Demonfira-
tion. 'This the Apofile terms, 7The Demﬂ{raﬁaﬁ of
the Spirit;and of Pewer : Of the Spirit, becaufe of
the Prophecies, {ufficient to convince any one, efpeci-
ally of the Things that relate to Chrift; of Power,
becaufe of the Miraculous Powers, fome Footfteps of
which {till remain,”” _
. ..Hence we may, doubtlefs infer, T hat Origer judg’d
this T'ext to relate, in its primary Senfe to the Apoftles :
But can we thence infer, That he did not judge-it to
belong, iz a Jower Senfe, .to all true Minifters of
Chrift L

- Lzt us hear him fpeaking for himfelf in the fame
Treatife (p. 377.)

¢ And my Speech and my Preaching avcye not avith inti-
cing Words of Mawu's Wifdon, but in Demonfiration of the
Spirit and of Power : That your Faith fhoxld not fland
in the Wildonm:. of Men, but in the Power of GOD.
Thofe who hear the Word preached «vith Poaver, are
themlfelves filled «uith Power,” (N. B. Not the Power
of working Miracles) which they demonfirate both in
their Difpofition, and in their Life, and in their firiv-
ing for the T'ruth unto Death. But {fome, altho' they
profefs to believe, have not. this’ Power of Gobp in
them, but are ‘empty thereof.””. B
.. (Did Ori en then believe, that #be Pgaver mention’d
in this Text,. belong’d only to the Apofiolical Age ?)
’ G ' ‘“ See

v me—
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¢ See the Force of the Word, conquering Believers
by a Perfuafivenefs attended with the Power of Gop !
I fpeak this to-fhew the Meaning of -them that {aid,
And my ‘Speech and -my Preaching were not «with the in-
ticing Words of Man's Wifdom, -but in-Demonftration of
the Spiritand of Power ;5 That your Faith fhou'd not
ftand in the -Wifdom of Men, but -in -the Power of
GOD. This'Divine Saying mieans, ~That  what is
{poken is not fufficient ‘of itlelf {altho’ it be true and
‘moft worthy to bé believ’d) to pierce a Man’s' Soul, if
there be not alfo a certain Poaver firom GOD given
to the®Speaker, and Grace bloom-upon what is fpoken,
and this Grace cannot be but from Gop.*

Aftér obférving,” That this is" the very Paflage which
-your Lordfhip mentions at the Clofe of the other (but
does not cite) I defire every - unpiejudiced. . Perfon to
judge, whether Origen doés -not clearly .déetermine,
VEAt the Powwer, fpoken of in this.Text, is infome
meafure given to all True Minifters in -all Ages?

22. Thé Laft Scripture. which your Lordfhip affirms
¢¢ to be peculiar to the Times of the Apoftles,” is that
in the firlt Epiftle of. St. Fobn, concerning the Un&ion
of the Holy Oue. - *

To confirm this Interpretation, we are referr’d to
the Authority of Origen and Chryfoffom, on the Pa-
rallel Paffages in S& Fobz's Gofpel,” (p. 42.) " .

But it has appear’d, That both thefe Fathers fup-
pole thofe Paflages to belong to all Chriftians. . And
confequently their Authority (if thefe are Parallel Paf-
{ages) ftands full againft - this Interpretation. -
. Your Lordthip fubjoins, ¢ Ifliall here only add that -
“of the Great dthanafius, who (in his: Epiftle to Sera-
sion) interprets The Unction from thé Holy Ome, not
merely of Divine Grace, but of the Extraordinary Gifts
of the Holy Spirit.” | .

Nay, it is enough, 1if he interprets it ¢ a// of
Ordinary Grace, {fuch as 1s common to all Chriftians.

And this your Lordfhip allows he does. * But I can-
not allow that he interprets -1t of any Thing elfe, I
catthot perceive, That he interprets it ar a/l, ¢¢ of

the Extraordinary-Gifis of the Holy Spirit.” .
' His
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His Words-are, * The Holy Spirit iis call’d; "and
is The Unéion and.the Seal. For Fob» writes, The.
Anointing awhich ye have received of bim, abidetk in.
you 3 and ye need not that any Man fbould teach you,
but as bis duointing, his.Spinit, be teachetiz you of all
Things. - Again, it 1is written in the. Prophet  ffuiab,
The Spirit of the Lord. is upon ' me, becanfe:he . hath

" anointed me. And Paul writes thus ; Iz awhoem alfe ye,
avere feal’d., And again, Grieve not. the Holy Spirit of
GOD, avbereby ye are fealed unto the Day of Redemp-:
tion. 'This Anointing is the Breath of the Son, {fo
that he who hath the Spirit.may fay, We are the faveet-,
Sfinelling Sawvour of Chrift.. ~Becaufe we are Partakers of:
the Holy Spirit, we have the Son : And. having the,
Sen, we have. the Spirit, crying in our Heartsy 2bba,
Fatber” " | ‘ |

 And fo, in his Oration againft.the Ariaxus.

- $¢ He  fendeth the. Spirit of bis Son into our Hearts, .
crying, Abba, Father. His Son in us, invoking the.
Father, makes him to be call’'d our Father. Certainly
Gop cannot-be. call’d Their Father, who .have not
the Son-in their Hearts:> . 1

- Is. it not eafy to be obferv’d here, "r. That Athe-
nafins makes Thar Teftimony of the Spirit, Common to
ali the Children of Gop : 2. That he joins The Anoin:-
ing. of :the Holy One, with that §eal of the Spint
wherewith all that perfewvere are fealld to the Day of
Redemption: And.3. That he does not, throughout
this Paflige, {peak of the Extraordinary Giftsat all ?

Therefore, upon the Whole, The.Sen{e of the Pri- -

.. mitive Church, {fo far as it can be gather’'d from the
Authors above cited, is, That ¢ altho’ fome of thefe
Scriptures primarily vefer, to thofe Extraordinary Gifts .
of the Spirit, which were given to the Apoftles and a

« few other Perfons in the Apoftolical Age : yet they re-

fer alfo, in a fecondary Senfe, to thofe Ordinary Ope-
rations of the Holy Spirit, which 'all the Children of

Gop do and will- experience, even to the End of the

World.”” I
z3. What ¥ mean by The Ordinary Operations of the.

Holy Ghoft, I fum up in the Words of a Modern

Writer : '
| G 2 * Sandti-
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* San&ification being oppofed to our Torfuption,
and anfwering fully to the Latitude thereof, whatfo-
cver of Holinefs and Perfe€tion is wanting in our Na-
ture, muft.-be fupplied by the Spirit of Gop. Where-
fore being by Nature we are -totally void of all Sav-
ing Truth, and under an Impoflibility of knowing the:
Will of Goop ; this Sgirit fearcheth 'all Things,. yea,-
even the decp:Things of."GOD, and re<ealeth them unto
the Sons of Men, {o that -thereby the Darknefs of
their Underitanding is expell’d, and they are inlighten’d .
with the Knowledge of Gop. 'The {ame Spirit which
revenleth the Qbjelt of Faith generally to the Uni-
verfal Church, doth alfo illuminate the Underftanding
of {uch as believe, that they -may receive the Truth. -
¥or Faith.is the Gift.of GOD, not only. in the Objelt,
hut alfo in the A¢&. And this Gift is a Gift of the
Holy Ghoft working within us=—And. as vthe Increafe
of "Perfeltion, fo the Original of Faith is from the Spi-
rit of Gop, by an Internal Illumination of the Soul.”> -

““ The Second Part of. the Office of the Holy
Ghotft is,: the Renewing of Man: in all the Parts and
Foculties of his Soul. For'our Natural Corruption
confiftint in an: Averlation of ;our Wills, and a- Depra-
vation of our Affetions,. an Inclination of them to .
the Will of Gown,.1s wrought: within us by the Spirit .
of Gepl” -

““ 'I'he Third Part of this Chice is, To lead, di-
ret and govern us. In our. Actions and Conver{ations,
If «e live in the Spirit, quicken'd by his Renovation,
we mult. alfo awalk in the Spirit, following his Directi-
on, led by .his Manudultion, We are alfo animated
and alted by the Spirit' of Gop, who giveth both #o
wwill and to do : And 2 as meny as are thus led by the
Spirit of GOD, are the Sons of GOD. Moreover, that
this Direftion may prove more effettual, we are guid-
ed. in our Prayers by the f{ame Spirit: According to
the Promife, [1:awill pour. upon the Houfe of David, .
crd upon.the Inpcbitants of. Jerulalem ¢he Spirit of
Grace cnd Supplication. (Lech. xil. 10.) Whereas then
this is the Confidence avbhich we bawe in Him, thit +f
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awe aft any Thing according to bis Will, be heareth us -
And whereas ave Anoaw not avbat ave fhonld pray for as
ave ought, ® the Spirit itfelf maketh Interceffion for us
with Groanings awhich cannot be ntterd: And © be that
Searcheth the Hearts, fkunoweth avhat is the Mind of the
Spirit, becaufe he maketh- Interceffion for the Saints, ac-
cording to the Will of GOD; "From which Intercef-
" fion”’ (made for all true Cliriftians) *“ he hath the
¢ Name of the' Paraclete given him by Chrilt, who
{aid, L wwill pray the Father and- be awill give you ano-
ther Paraclete. For if any Marn fin, ewe bawve a Pa-
raclete «with the Father, Fefus Chrift the Righteous,
- daith St. Fobn : Who maketh Interceffiorn for us, faith
St. Paul, {(Rom. viii. 34.) - And we have © anotbher Pa-
raclete, faith our. Saviour: t Which alfo maketh Inter-
céffion for us, faith St. Paul., A Paraclete then, in the
Notion of the Scriptures; is an Interceflor.”

‘¢ It 1s alfo the Office of the Holy Ghofl, to affiere us
of the Aloption of Sons, to create in us a Senfe of
the paternal- Love of Gop towards us, to give us an
Farneft of our everlafting Inheritance. The Lowe of
GOD is fbed abroad in: éur Hearts, by the Holy Ghoft
which is given unto us. ' Fot as many. as are led by the
Spirit off GOD, theyare the'Sons of GOD.  And becaufe
awe are Sans, GOD buth fernr [forth the Spirit of bis’
Son into our Hearts, crying Abba Fatber. & For ave
hawe not received the Spirit of Bondzge again to fear,
but we hawve received the Spirit of Adoption, «vbereby ave
cry Abba Father: The Spirit itfelf bearing Witnefs avith
our Spirit, that ave are the Children of GOD.”

- ““ As therefore we are born again by the Spirit and
receive from him our Regeneration, fo we are alifo by
the fame Spirit afured of owr Adoption. Becaufe being
Sons we are alfo Heirs, Heirs of GOD and Foint-beirs
with Chriff, by the fame Spirit we have the Pldye, or
vather the Larrneft of our Inberitance. For be avbick
eflablifbeth us in Chriff, and bath anointed us in GOD ;
whe bath alfo fealed us, and hath given us the E arneft
of his Spirit in our Hearts: So that ave are feal:d aith

P FVer. 26. € PVer. 27. ¢ Sobnxiv. 16, 26. © Fobnu
atv, 16, t Rom. viil, 27. & Ver, 15, 16,
G 3 thas
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that, Eloly Spirit of Promife, -avbich is the Earneft of our
Jrzberzmme  The Spirit of Gop, as given unto us 1n
this Life, is to be looked upon as an Earneft, being
Part of that Reward which is promifed, and upon
Performance of the Covenant which Gop hath made
with us, certainly to be received.”

Your Lordfhip obferved, that ¢ the Interpretation
of thofe Paﬂages, which relate to the Union from the
Holy Ozne, depends cn the Senfe of thofe other Paflages
of Holy Scripture, particularly, thofe in ‘St. Fobu’s
Gofpel.,” Now if fo, then thefe Words fix the Senfe of
fix out of the feven Texts in queftion: And every one
of them, in the Judgment of this Writer, defcribes
the ordinary Gifts beﬁowed on all Chriftians. |

It now refts with: .your Lordfhip, to take your
Choice ; either to condemn or to acquit both. Either
your Lordfhip muft condemn Bithop Pearfon. for an
Enthufiaf?, (2 man no ways inferior, to'Bifhop Cbry-
foftom ;) Or you muft acquit me : For. T have his exprefs
Authority on my Side, concerning every. Text which I
affirm to belong to all ‘Chriftians. [ -

z4. But I have greater Authority than his, and fuch
as I reverence, only lefs than that.of the.Oracles of
Gop. I mean, that of our own Church. I fhall clofe
this Head, by fetting down what occurs in her au-
thentic Records concerning either, our, receiving the
Holy Ghoff, or his ordinary Operatlons in all true
Chriftians.

In her daily Service, fhe teaches us all to befeech
(Gop, to grant us bis Holy Spirit, that thofe Things may
pleafe }"I?JZ awhich ave. a’a at this Prefent, and f/.v.cz‘ the
rq/z‘ of our Life wiay be pure, mm’ boly ;: 'To pray for our
Sowvereign Lord the King, that Gop would replenifh him
with the Grace of /'fz.r Hﬁ?[ Spirit 3 For. all the Royal
Family, that they may be mz{zzed avith his Holy Spirit,
and eariched «vith bis beavenly Grace : For all the Clergy -
and People, That he would ﬁ?zm’ doqun upon them the
healthful Spirit of his Grace: For the Catholick Chuyrch,
thati? may be guided cnd governed by bis good Spirit: And.
for all therein who at any T'ime watke their common Suppli=
catisn urnto- him, that the Fellows/bip or Communication
cf the Holy G/.’m_'ﬂ may bz with toem fzif eVELINOIE,
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- Her-Collelts are full of Petitions to the fame Effeét :
2 Grant that we may daily be renewed by thy Holy
Spirit — ® Grant that in all our Sufferings here, for the
Teftimony of thy Truth, we may by Faith behold the
Glory that fhall be revealed, and being filled avith the
Holy Ghoft, may love and blefs our Perfecutors, ¢ Send
thy Holy Ghoft and pour into our Hearts that mott
excellent Gift of Charity. 94 O Lord, from whom all
good Things do come, grant to us thy humble Serv-
ants, that by thy Holy Infpiration we may think thoife
Things that are good, and by thy merciful Guidance
may perform the fame. ¢ We befeech thee leave
us not comfortlefs, but fend to wus the Holy Gholt
to comfort us. ¥ Grant us by the fame Spirit to
have a right Judgment in all Things and evermore
to rejoice in his holy Comfort. (N. B. The Church
here teaches all Chrilians to claim #he Comforrer,
in Virtue of the Promile made obn 14 ) & Crant
us, JLiord, we befecech thee, the Spirit, to think
and do always fuch Things as be rightful, ? O Gonp,
forafmuch as without thee, we are not able to
pleale thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit, may
in all Things dire€t and rule our Hearts. ! Cleanie
the Thoughts of our Hearts by zhe Infpiration of thy
Holy Spirit, that we may perfeltly love thee, and
worthily magnify thy Holy Name.”

““ (sive thy Holy Spirit to this Infant (or this Per-
{fon) that he may be born again.—Give thy Hol
Spirit to thefe Perfons (N. B, already baptized) that
they may continue thy Servants.”

“ Almighty Gop, who haft vouchfafed to regene-
rate thefe Perfons by Water and the Holy Ghofle—
Strengthen them with the Holy Ghott the Comforter,

and daily increafe m them the manifold Gifts of thy
Grace.” Ofice of Confirme tion.

3 Collet for Chriftmas Day, P St. Stephen’s Day
€ Quingungefima Sundey. ¢ 5:h Sunday after FEo fRer,
¢ Sunday after Afcenfion Day. ¥ Whitfunday. g Qb
Sundey after T inity. b ygth Sunday afier Trinity.
Y Communion Office,

From
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‘From thefe Paflages it may {fufficiently appear, for
what Purpofes every Chriftian, according to the Doétrine
of the Church of England, does now receive the Holy
Gbho/f.  Bat this will be ftill more clear from thofe that
follow : Wherein the Reader may hkewife obferve, a
plain, rational Senfe of Gob’s rewealing himfelf to us,
of the Infpiration of the Holy Ghoft,and of a Believer’s
Sfeeling in himielt 2bhe mighty Working ot the Spirit of
C hritl,

2c, ““ Gop gave them of old Grace to be his Chil-
dren, as he doth us now. But now, by the Coming
of our Saviour Chrift, ave bave received more abune.

dantly #he Spirit of GOD in our Hearts.””  Hom. oz
F.ith, P, 1L,

¢¢ He died to deftroy the Rule of the Devil in us,
and he rofe again to {fend down his Holy Spirit, to
rule in our Hearts.!' — Hom. on the Refurreition,

We have the Holy Spirit in our Hearts, as a Seal
and Pledge of our everlafting Inheritance. 7444, -

‘“ The Holy Ghoft {at upon each of them, like as
it had been cloven T'ongues of Fire: To teach, that
it 1s he which giverh Eloquence and Utterance in preach-
ing the Gofpel; which engendereth a burning Zea/
towards Gop’s Word, and giveth all Men g Tonguwe,
yea a fiery Tongue. (N. B. Whatever occurs in any
of the Journals, of Gop’s *‘ giving me Utterance,” or
‘“ enabling me to {peal awith Power,” cannot there-
fore be quoted as Ewnthufinfmm, without wounding the
Church thro’ my Side ) ¢ So that if any Man be a
dumb Chriftian, not profefling his Faith openly, he
giveth Men Occafion to doubt, leaft he have not the
Grace of the Holy Gheft within him.”’ Hozw:. ox
Whitfund.y. Part. L.

‘“ It is the Office of the Holy Ghoft to fanéify ;
which the more it i1s hid from our Underftanding’’
(/ e. the particular Manner of his Working) ¢ the
more 1t ought to move all Men, to wonder at the fe-
cret and mighty Workings ot Gop’s [Holy Spirit which
1s within us. For it 1s the Holy Ghoft that doth
guicken the Minds of Men, fliriiazg up godly Motions
in their Hearts. Neither doth he think it fufficient
inwardly to work the New Birth of Nan, unlefs he do

al{o
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alfo dwell and abide in him. Krow ye not, faith St.
Paul, that ye are the Temple of GOD, and that his
Spirit ¢ davelleth in you ? Knoww ye not, thas your Bodies
are the Temples of the Holy Ghoff avbich is avithin you ? -
Again he faith, Ye are not in the Flefp but in the Spirit.
Yor why ? The Spirit of GOD dawelleth in you. "1'o this
agreeth St. Fobn, 2 The Anointing awhich ye have re-
ceived (he meaneth the Holy Ghott) «bideth in you.
And St. Peter faith the {ame, The Spirit of Glory and
of GOD refleth upon you. O what Comfort is this to
the Hcart of a true Chriftian, to think that the
Holy Ghoft dwelleth in him! IF GOD be «with.us, as
the Apoitle faith, avko can be againft us ? He giveth
Patience and Joyfulnefs of Heart, in Temptation and
Afflition, and is therefore worthily called ° the Com-
Jarter. Ke doth inftru& the Hearts of the Simple, in
the Knowledge of Gop and his Word ; therefore he i3
jultly termed < The Spirit of Truth. And where the
FHoly Ghoft doth inftru€t and teach, there is no Delay
at all in Learning.”> 7444, ‘

(From this Paffage I learn, 1. That every true
Chriftian now receives the Holy Ghoft, as the Paraclete
or Comforter promifed by our Lord, Fobn xiv. 13.
Secondly, thatevery Chriltian veceives him as 2be Spirit
of Truth (promifed Fohn 16 ) to teach him all Things :
And, 3. That tke Arointizy mentioned in the fuft
Epittle of St. Fohn, abides in cvery Chrifiion. )

26. ‘“ In reading of Gop's Word, he profiteth moft,
that is moft /#/pired with the Holy Ghot.”” Hom. on
Reading the Scripture. Part. I,

*¢ Human and workdly Wifdom is not needful to the
Underftanding of Scripture, but the Rewelation of the
Holy Ghoft, who infpireth the true Meaning unto them
that with Humility and Diligence fearch for it.”> #5/d.
Part 11. |

““ Maike him know and fzr/, that there is no other
Name under Heaven given unto Men, whereby we
can be {aved.” ‘ |

““ It we fee/ our Conicience at Peace with Gop,

31 Fobnii. z7. b Fobu xiv, 16, ¢ Fobn xvi. 13.
thro’
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thro’ Remiffion of our Sin,~all is of Gon.” Homily
ez Rogation Week. Part. I11.

~¢¢ If you feel fuch a Faith in you, rejoicein it, and
let it be daily increafing by Well-working.””  Hom. on
Feith.,  Part. 111,

‘* The Faithful may /ee/ wrought Tranquillity of
Con{cience, the Increafe of Faith and Hope, with many
other Graces of Gop.” Hom. on the Sacrement, P. 1.

““ Godly Men fee/ inwardly Gopo’s Holy Spirit, in-
flaming their Hearts with Love. Hom. on certain Places
of Scripture. Part. I,

‘““ Gop give us Grace, to know- thefe Things, and
to fze/ them in our Hearts-! This Knowledge and Feel-
enzg 1s not of ourfelves. Let us therefore ineekly call
upon the bountiful Spirit, the Holy Ghofl, to iz/pire
us with his Prefence, that we may be able to hear the
Goodnefs of Gop to our Salvation. For without his
lively fnfpiration, can we not fo much as fpeak the
*¢ Name of the Mediator. No Man car fay that Fefus
is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoff. Much lefs fhould -
we be able to believe "and know thefe great Myfteries
that be opened to us by Chrift. But ave hawe received,
{aith St. Pawl, not the Spirit of the World, but the
Spirit awbich is of GOD ; for this Purpofe, 2bat awe may
krow the Thivgs which are fieely given ro us of GOD. 1In
the Power of the Holy Gi oft refteth all Ability to Azoww
CGop and to plesfe him, It is he that purifierh the Mind
by his fccret Worl:ing., He enlightnets the Heart, to
conceive worthy Thoughts of Almighty Gap. He fitteth
in the Zongue of Man, to ftir hiin to {peak his Honour.
FHe only mmiftreth {piritual Serengeh to the Powers of the
Soul and Bodyv. Aund if we have any Gift, whereby
we may profit our Neigihbour, all is wrought by this
one and the f{elf-fame Spirit.” Hom. for Rogation
§eek. Part 1L .

27. BEvery Propofition which I have any where ad-
vanced, concerning thole Operations of the Holy Ghoft,
which [ believe are comsmon to all Chiriftians in all Ages,
is Here clearly maintained by our own Church.

Under a full Senfe of this, [ conld not well undeér-
ftand for many Years, how it was, that on the .men-
tioning any of thefe great Truths, even among Men

of



(71 )

of Education, the Cry, immediately arofe, ¢ An En.
thufiaft, an Enthufiaft I But I now plainly perceive,
‘this is only an old Fallacy in a new Shape. '1'o objeét
Enthufiafin to any Perfon or Doltrine, is but a decent
Method of begging the Queftion. It generally {pares
‘the Objeftor the trouble of reafoning, and is a fhorter
and eafier way of carrying his Caufe. |

For inftance, I affert that €¢ till a Man receives the
Holy Ghof?, he is without Gop in the World ; that he
cannot know the Things of Gop, unlels Gon reves/
them unto him by his Spirit: No, nor have even one
holy or heavenly Temper, without the Zufpiration of
the Holy One,”” Now fhould one who is confcious to
himfelf, that he has experienced none of thefe Things,
attempt to confute thele Propofitions, either from
Scripture or Antiquity, it might prove a difhcult Task,
What then fhall he do ? Why, cry out, ¢ Euthufrifin !
Entbufiafm 1" And the Work is done. o

But what does he mean by Enthafiafin 2 Perhaps
nothing at all : Few have any diftin¢t Idea of its Mean-
ing. Perhaps, ¢¢ fomething very bad,”” or, * fome-
thing I never experienced and do not underftand.” Shall
I tell you then, what that ¢ terrible fomething’’ is ?
I believe, thinking Men miean by Enxtbufiafm, a iort of
religious Madnefs 5 a_falfe Lmaginztion of being infpired
by Gop : And by an Eunthufiaft, one that fancies him-
{elf under the Influence of the Holy Ghoft, when in
fact 1s he not.

Let him prove me guilty of this, who can. I will
tell you once more the Whole of my Belief on thefe
ideads. And if any Man will fhew me (by Arguments,
not hard Names) what is wrong, 1 will thank Gop
anc him. _

28. Every good Gift is from Gonp, and 15 given to
Man by the Holy Ghoil. By Nature there is in us
no good Thinz. And there can be none, but {o far,
as it is wrought in us by that good Spirit. Have we
any true Knowledge of what 15 Good ? 'This 1s not the
Refule of our natural Underftanding. /¢ natural/ Man
difeerncth not the Things of the Spirit of GOD : So that
we never can difcern them, until GOD sewveals thum
unto us by bis Spirit, Reveals, that is, unveils, un-

-LOVELS 3
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covers ; gives us to know what we did not know, be-
‘fore.  Have we Love ? It it fbed abroad in our Hearts,
by the Holy Ghoft wbich is given unto us, He infpires,
breathes, infufes into our Soul, what of ourfelves we
~could not have. Does our Spirit rejoice in Gop our
Saivour ? itis Foy in (or by) the Holy Ghoff. Have
‘'we true inward Peace? Itis the Peace of GOD, wrought
in us by the fame Spirit. Faith, Peace, Joy, Love,
are all his Fruits. And as we are figuratively f{aid, to
See the Light of Faith, {fo by a like Figure of Speech
we are faid to fee/, this Peace and Joy and Love:
That is, we have an inward Expericnce of them,
which we cannot find any fitter Word to exprefs.

The Reafons why in fpeaking of theie Things I ufe
thofe Terms, ([u/pirarion particularly) are, 1. Becaufe
they are {criptural, 2. Becaufe they are ufed by our
Church. 3. Becaufe I know none better.. The Word
“ Influence of the Holy Ghoft,” which I {uppofe you
ufe, is both a far {tronger and a le{s natural 1'erm than
JInfpiration. It 1s far fironger ; even as far as ‘¢ flow-
ing into the Soul” is a ftronger Expreflion than
¢ breathing upon it > And lefs natural ; as Breathing
bears a near Relation to Spirit; o which Floawing in
has only a diftant Relation.

“ Rut you thought I had meant smmediate lufpiration.”’
So I do, or I me:n nothing at all. Notindeed f{uch In-
fpiration as is fine medizs. But'all Inipiration, tno® by
means, 1s zmmediate. Suppofe, for inftarce, you a-e
imployed in private Prayer, and Gop pours his Love
into your Heart. Gop then alls immediately on your
Soul : And the Love of him which you then expe-
rience, 1is as #Zmmediately breathed 1nto you by the
Holy-Ghoft, as if you had lived. 1700 Years ago.
Change the Term. Say, “ Gobp then qgfiffs you to
love him "> Well, and 1s not this immediate dffiffance ?
Say, ¢ his Spirit concurs with yours.” You gain no
Ground. . It is imumediate Concurrvence or none at all,
Gop a Spirit afts upon your Spirit.  Make 1t out any
otherwife if you can. :
I cannot conceive, how that harmle{s Word In-
mediate, came to be f{uch a Bugbear 1n the World :
¢¢ Why, I thought you meant Juch Infpirction as
- the
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the Apoftles had ; and fuch a Receiving the Holy Ghoft
as that was at the Day of Pentecof?.)” 1 do, in part:
Indeed I do not mean, that Chriftians now receive the
Holy Ghoft, in order to work Miracles: But they do
doubtlefs now receive, yea, are filled awith the Holy
Ghoft, in order to be filled with the Fruits of that
Blefled Spirit. And he infpires into all true Believers
now, a Degree of the fame Peace and Joy and Love,
which the Apoftles felt in themfelves on that Day,
when they were firk filled awith the Holy Ghof?.

29..1 have now confidered the moft material Ob-
jettions I know, which have been lately made againft
the great Doclrines I teach. 1 have produced, {o far
as in me lay, the Strength of thofe Objetions, and
then anfwered them, I hope, in the Spirit of Meek-
nefs. And now I truft it appears, that thefe Do&trines
are no other than the Doftrines of Jefus Chrift : That
they are all evidently contained in the Word of Gonp,
by which alone I defire to ftand or fall; and that
they are fundamentally the fame with the Doétrines
of the Church of England, of which 1 do, and ever did
profefs myfelf a Member.

But there remains one Objettion, which tho’ relating
to the Head ot Doctrine, yet 1s independent on all
that went before. And that 15, °° You cannot agree
in your Doéirines among yourfelves. One holds one
‘Thing and one another. Mr. Whitefield anathematizes
My, Wefley ; and Mr. I7¢fley anathematizes Nr. 2/ ite-
field. And yet each pretends to be led by the Holy
Ghoft, by the infallible Spirit of Gon ! Every reafon.
able Man muft conclude from hence, that neither one
nor the other 1s led by that Spiric.”

1 need notiay, how continually this has been urg-
ed, both in comnmon Converfation and from the Prefs :
(I am grieved to add, and from the Pulpit too ; for, if
the Argument were good, it would overturn the Bible.)
Nor, how great Strefs has been continually laid upon
it : Whoever propoles it, propofes it as Demonftration,
and generally claps his Wings, as being quite affured,
it will admit of no Anfwer.

And indeed I am in doubt, whether it does admis
(I am {ure, it does not 7equire) any other Anfyver, than

Il thict
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that coarfe one of the Countryman to the Romi/
Champion, ¢ Bellarmine, Thou lieft.>> For every
Proporition contain’d herein, is grofly, (hamelefly falfe.
1. ** You cannot agree in your Doltrines among
yourfelves”’—Who told you {fo? Al our Fundamental
Docftrines, I have recited above. And in every one of
thefe we do, and have agreed for feveral Years. In
thefe, we hold one and the {fame Thing. In fmaller °
Points, each of us"thinks, and lets think. 2. ¢ Mr.
Whiteficld anathematizes Mr. Wefley.” Another fhame-
lefs Untruth. Let any one read what Mr, Whitefield
wrote, even:.in the Heat of Controver{y, and he will
be convinced of the Contrary. 3. ¢ And Mr. We/fley
anathematizes Mr. Whitefield.”® ‘T'his 1s equally falle
and fcandalous. I reverence Mr. WWhitefield, both as a
«Child of Gop, and a True Minifter of Jefus Chrift.
4. ¥ And yet each pretends to be led by the Holy
Ghoft, by the infallible Spirit of Gopn.” Notin our
Private OGpinions : Nor does either of us pretend to be
any farther led by the Spirit of Gobp, than every
Chriftian muft pretend to be, unlefs he will deny the
Bible. For only as many as are led by the Spirit of
GOD, are the Sons of GOD. 'T'herefore, if you do
not pretend to be led®by him too, yea, if it be notfo in
fa&, you are none of His. *

And now, what is become of your Demonilration?
{.eave it to the Car-Men and Porters, its juft Proprie-
tors : T'o the zealous Apple-Women that cry after me
in the Street, *° "Uhis 1s he that rails at the ZZhole Duy-
tvful of Man.”’ But let every one that pretends to Learn-
ing or Reafon, be athamed to mention it any more.

30. The Firft Inference, eafily deduced from what
has becn faid, is, ¢° That we are not Fulfe Prophets.”
In one Senfe of the Word, we are no Prophets at 1l ;
tor we not foretel Things to come. But in another
¢wheretn every Minifter is a Prophet) -we are, For we
do {peak i the Name of Gop. Now a Falfe Prophet
{in this Senfe of the Word) is one, who declares as
the Will of Gop, what is not {fo. But we declare
(as has been fhewn at large) nothing elfe as the
Will of Gov, but what 1s evidently contain’d in his
svritten Word, as explain’d by our own Church. There-

fore
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fore, unlefs you can prove the Bible to be a F../fe Boo#,
you cannot poflibly prove us to be Falfe Prophets.
The Text which 1s generally cited on this Occafion,
is Martheaw vii. wer. 15, But how unhappily chofen f
In the preceding Chapters, our Lord had been de-
{cribing That Righteoufue/s which excecds the Righie-
oufnefs of the Scribes and Phavifees, and without which’
we cannot exter into the Kingdons of Heawen: Evenlthe
Life of Gop in the Soul ; Holinefs of Heart, produc-
ing all Holine{s of Converfation. In this, He clofes
that Ruole which fums up the Whole, with thofe fo-
lemn Words, Lwuter ye in at the Strazt Gate: (luch
indeed i1s that of Univerfal Holinels) For «vide is the
Gate, and broad is the Way that leadeth 1o Deftruéiion.
The Gate of Hell :is wvide as the whole Earth ; #be
Way of Ulnholine{s s broad as the Great Deep. And
wiany there be awbich go in thereat; yea, and excufe
themfelves in {o doing, Pecanfe flrait is the Gate and
warrow 15 the Way that leadeth unto Life, and few there
be that find ir. It follows, Beware of fiadle Prophets ;
of thofe who {peak as from Gop, what Gop hath
not {poken ; thofe who fhew you any other Way to
Life, than that which I have now fhewn. So that
the Frife Prophe:s, here {poken of, are thofe who
point out any other Way to Heaven than this; who
teach Men to find a /Wider Gare, a Broader Way, than
that defcribed in the foregoing Chapters. But it has
been abundantiy fhewn, that we do not. - Therefore
(whatever we are befide) we are not Falfe Prophets.
Neither are we (us has been frequently and vehe-
mently aflirm’d) Deceivers of the People. 1f we teach
the Tiuth as it is in fefus, \f we [foeak as the Oiracles:
of GOD, it follows, 'That we do not deceive thofe that®
hear, tho’ they fhould beliecve whatever we {peak.-
Let GOD be true and ewvery Man a Lior ; e"vei*y Man .
that contradi€ts his Truth. But he will-de Fuftifeed in
bis Saying, and clear avhen be is judo’d. S
One Thing more I infer, ¢“ That we are not Ezx-
thuficfts.” 'I’his Accufation has been confider’d at?
large: And the main Arguments hitherto brought to
fupport it, have been weighed in the Balinee and found
wanting : Particularly T'his, ¢ ‘That none but Ex’

H A fﬁf{/f&?ﬁ;
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*huficffs {uppofe either that ® Promife of the Comforter,
or the Y Witnefs of the Spirit, or ¢ That Unuttercble
Prayer, or & The Unétion from the Holy Oune, to belong,
in common, to all Chriftians.”” O my Lord, how
deeply have you condemn’d the Generation of
(sop’s Children ! Whom have you reprefented as rank,
dreaming Entbufiafis ? As either deluded or defigning
Men ? Not only Bithop Pearfon, a Man hitherto ac-
counted both found in Heart, and of good Under-
ftanding ; but likewife Archbithop Cranmer,BithopRidiey,
Bithop Latimer, Bithop Heoper ; and all the Venerable
Compilers of our Liturgy and Homilies : All the Mem-
bers of both the Houfes of Convocation, by whom
they were reviled and approved : Yea, King Edward,
and all his Lords and Commons together, by whole
«Authority they were eftablifhed! And, with thefe
dodern Enthufiafts, Origen, Chryfoftom and dthanaftus
are comprehended in the {ame Cenfure !

I grant, a Deiit might rank both. us and them, in
the Number of Reéligions Madmen : Nay, ought {o to
do, on Ais Suppofition, ‘That the Gofpel is but 2 Cu»-
ningly-devifed Fable. And on this Ground, {fome of
them have done fo in Fa&t. One of them was ask-
ing me, feveral Years fince, °¢ What are jyox one of
the Knight-Errants ? How, 1 pray, got this Quxo-
tifm into your Head ? You want nothing : you havea
good Provifion for Life ; and are in a fair Way of
Preferment ; and mult yox leave all, to fight Wind-
mills ; To convert Savages in dmerica 2°° | cou’d only
reply, ¢ Sir, 1f the Bible is a Lie, I am as very a
Madman as you can conceive. But if it be true, I
Iam in my Senfes. I am neither Madman nor £x-
thufiaft. For there is no Man avho bath left Fatbher, or
Mother, or Wife, or Houfe, vr Land for the Gofpel's
fake 3 But ke fhball receive an hbundred fold, in this
World, wwith Perfecutions, and in the World to come,
Eternal Life.

Nominal, Outfide Chriftians too, Men of Form,
may pafs the fame Judgment. For we give up all

a- Fohn xiv. 16, 26. xvi. 13. P Rom. viil. 15, 16.
€ Rom. viii, 26, 27. 9 1 Fobn ii. 20, 27.
our
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our Pretenfions to what they account Happinels, for
what they (with the Deifts) believe to be a mere.
Dream. We expe&t, therefore, to pals for Entbufs-
afts with thele alfo. Bur Wifdom is juflified of all ber-
Children. : :

32. I cannot conclude this Head without one obvi-
ous Remark. Suppole we really were Eutbufiafts s
fuppofe our Doétrines were falfe and unfupported either
by Reafon, Scripture or Authority : Then, why hath
not {ome one, who is a Wife Man, and-endued «with
Knowledge among you, attempted, at leaft, to fhew us
our Yault 7z Love and Meeknefs of VWifdom 2 Brethren,
if ye bawve bitter ZLeal in your Hearts, your Wifdow:
defcendeth not from above. The Wildem that is fiom
cbove, is pure, peaceable, geutle, eafy to be intreated,
full of Mercy or Pity. Does this Spirit appear in one
Single Tralt, of a(lz thofe which have been publifhed
againft us? Is there one Writer that has reproved wus
in Love? Bring 1t to a fingle Point. Lowe bopeth all
-Things. 1f you had loved us in any Degree, you
~would have hoped, that Gop wou’d {fome T'ime give
us the Knowledge of his T'ruth. But where fhall we
find even this {lender Inftance of Love? Has not
-every one who has wrote at all (I do not remember {o
much as one Excepticu) treated us as JIucorrigible #
Brethren, how 1is this? Why do ye labour to ‘tea€h
us an: Evil Leflon againft yourfelves® O may Gop:
-never {uffer others to deal with you,- as ye have dealt
with us! -

.. el

VI. 1. Before 1 enter upon the Confidération ot
thofe Objections, which have been made to the Aau-

ner of our Preaching, 1 believe it may be fatisfactory
to fome Peaders if I relate how I began to' preach
in this. Manner. | T
I was ordain’d Deacon in 1725, and Prieft, in-the
Year following. But it was many Years after- this,
before I was convinced of the Great Traths above
recited. - During all that Time-I was utterly ignorant
of the Nature and Condition of ¥z/ification.. Some-
times I confounded it with Santification (particulatly
when L was in Georgia.) At other Times I had-fome

i 3 confufcd,
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gonfufed Notion about the Forgivenefs of Sins: But
then I took it for granted, the Time of this muft be,
either the Hour of Death, or the Day of Judgment.”’

I 'was equally ignorant of the Nature of Sawing
Faith ; apprehending it to mean no more, than a
“ ¥irm Affent to all the Propofitions contain’d in the
Old - and New Teftament.

2. As {oon as, by the great Blefling of Gop, I had
a clearer View of thele Things, 1 began to declare

them to others alfo. [ belie’d, and therefore I [pake.
Where-ever I was now defir’'d to preach, Salvation
by Faith was my only Theme. My conftant Sub-
jelts were, Believe in' the Lord ‘fefus Chrift, and thou
jhalt be faved. Him hath GOD exalted to be a Prince
and a Saviour, to give Repentance and Rewiffion of Sins.
JThefe 1 explain’d and inforced with all my Might,
both in every Church where I was ask’d to preach,
-and occafionally in the Religious Societies of Londen and
Weflminfler ; to fome or other of which I was conti-

pually prefs’d to go, by the Stewards or other Mem-
bers of them.

Things were in this Pofture, when I was told, ““ I
muft preach no more in this, and this, and another
‘Church :™ The Reafon was ufually added without re-
ferve, ¢ Becaufe you preach fuch Do&rine.” So much
the imore thofe who cou’d not hear me there, flock’d
-together when I was at any of the Societies : where
. ¥ {poke more or lefs, tho® with much Inconvenience,
#0 as many as the Room I was in would contain.
3. But after a Time, finding thofe Rooms counld not
. ¢ontain a Tenth Part of the People that were earneft
. to hear, I determin’d to do the fame Thing in Ezg-
land, which I had often done in a warmer Climate :
~ WNamely, when the Houle would not contain the Con-
gregation, to preach in the open Air. This I accord-
ingly did, firflt at Briffo/, where the Society-Rooms
were exceeding fmall, and at Kizgsawood, where we
had no Room at all ; afterwasds in or near Loxndon.
- And I cannot {ay, I have ever {een. a more awful
~ Sight, than when on. Rofe Green, or the Top of Haz-
am-Mount, {fome Thoufands.of People were calmly-

“jein’d sogether in {olemn. waiting vpon, Gop, while
- ! "lhey
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“¢ They ftood and under open Air adored '
The Gop who made both Air, Earth, Heaven and
Sky.”

And whether they were liftning to his Word,
with Attention ftill as Night; or were lifting up their
Voice in Praife, as the Sound of many Waters ; many
a Time have I been conftrained to fay in my Hearr,
Hoaw dreadful is this Place ! This alfo 7s no other than
the Houfe of GOD ! This is the Gate of Heawen !

Be pleafed to obferve. 1. That I was forbidden,
as by a general Confent, to preach in any Church (tho’
not by any judicial Sentence) ¢¢ for preaching fuch Dac-
trine.”> This was the open, avowed Caufe: There
was at that 'T'ime no other, either real or pretended ;
2. 'That I had no Defire or Defign to preach in the
open Air, till long after this Prohibition ; 3. That when
Xdid, as it was no Matter of Choice, fo neither of
Premeditation. ‘There was no Scheme at all previoufly
formed, which was to be fupported thereby ; nor had
I any other Endin view than this, to fave as many Souls
as I could. 4. Field-preaching was therefore a {udden
Expedient, a thing fubmitted to, rather than chofen ;
and therefore fubmitted to, becaufe I thought preaching:
even 2hus, better than »ot preaching a2 a/l : Firft, in re-
gard to my own Soul, becaule z Difpenfation of the
Gofpel being committed tome, 1 did not dare, Not 2o preach
the Gofpel 5 Secondly, in regard to the Souls of others,
whom I every where faw, feeding Death in the Lrrox
of their Life. : '

4. But the Author of the Obferwationy and of 2he
Cafe of the Methodifts briefly [fated, more particularly in
the Point of Field-preaching, thinks Field-preaching
worle than no? preaching at all , ¢ becaufe it is illegal.”?
" Your Argument, in form, rans thus :

¢ That Preaching which is contrary to the Laws of
the Land, is worfe than not preaching at all :

But Yield preacsing is contrary to the Laws of the
Land:

T'herefore, it is worfe than not prezching at all,”

The firlt Propofition is not felf-evident, nar indeed:
univerfally true. For the Preaching of all the primi-

pve Chriftians was contrary 1o the wholc Tenor of the
Roittan
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Roman-Eaws ;. the Worfhip of their Devil gods being
eftablithed by the ftrongeft Laws then in being. Nor
is it ever true, but on Suppofition, that the Preaching
in queftion is an.indifferent Thing. -
But waving this, 1 deny the fecond Propofition; I
den)‘r:l that Field-preaching is contrary to the Laws of our
Land. , |
' T'o prove which, you begin thus, ‘¢ It does not ap-
pear, that any of the Preachers among the Mezbodifts,
have qualified themf{elves and the Places of their aif-
fembling, according to the A& of Toleration.”
I anfwer, 1. T'hat A& grauts Toleration to thofe
who 4iffent from the eftablifhed Church. But we do
not diffent from it, 'Therefore we cannor make ufe
of that A&. 2. That A& exempts Diffenters from
“Penalties confequent on their Breach of preceding Laaws.
But we are not conicious of breating any Law at all.
Therefore we »eed 7ot make ufe of it.
In the next Se€tion you fay, ¢ They have broken
thro® all thefe Provifions, 7z open Defiance of Geavern=
ment : And have met not only in Houfes, but in. the
Fields, notwithftanding the Statute (zz Gar. 1l.c. 1.)
‘which forbids this by Name.” :
- I anfwer, . We do nothing in Deflance of Govern-
qrent.  We reverence Magiftrates, as the Minifters of
Gop. 2. Altho” we have met in the Fields, yet we
do not conceive that Statute at all affeéts us: Not only,
‘becaufe that Act points wholly at Difenters 5 whereas
we are Members of the eftablifhed Church ;. but alfo
becaufe (they -are your own Words) 7 «was ewidently
intended to fupprefs and prevent Sedition : Whereas no
Sedition, nor any the leaft Approach. thereto, can wich
-any Colour be laid to our Charge. :
" In your 3d Seltion you affirm, * That the A& of
Toleration itfelf cannot fecure us in Field-precching,
from the Penalties of former Laws.® We have no
, Defire it fhould ; as not apprehending ourfelves to be
‘condemned by any former Law whatever. Nor does
what you add, ¢ That the At of Toleration forbids
any Aflembly of Perfons Jiffénting from the Church of
Ergland, to meet with the Doors locked,” affe@ us at
all ; becaule we do not difeut from it..

~§".,, & Iﬂ
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s~ In the Cafe of the Methodifis briefly flated, your
firft Obfervation 1s, ¢ The A& of Toleration leaves

them liable to the Penalties of feveral Statutes made
againit unlawful Affemblies.” |

I {uppofe then thefe feveral Statutes fpecify what
thofe unla wful Affemblies are ; and whether unlawful, as
being condemned by previous Laws, or made unlawful
by thofe Statutes.

And it ftill remains to be proved, that our Aflem-
blies are uznla«wful, in one or other of thefe Senfes.

You next obferve, that, *“ the Difenters of all De-
nominations, qualify themfelves according to the A&t
of Toleration : Otherwife, they are liable to the Pe-
nalties of all the Laws recited in this A&.”

I anfwer, as before, all this ftrikes wide. It relates
wholly to ¢¢ Perfons Jiffenting from the Church.” But
we are not the Men. We do not difent trom the
Church. Whoever affirms 1it, we put him to the
Proof. |

You go on, ‘“ One of thofe Laws {o recited (wiz.
22 Car. II. c. 1.) is that which forbids Field-preaching
by Name; and was evidently intended, not only to
fuppj%r, but alfo to grewvent Sedition. As the Title of
the AZ dec/ares, and asthe Preamble exprefles it, fo pro-
Vide furtber and more [peedy Remedies againft iz’

Was this then, in your own Judgment, #be evident
Lutention of that A&, vize To prowvide Remedies againf?
Sedition 2 Does the very Title of the At declare this 2
And the Preamble alfo exprefs it 2 With what Juftice
then, -with what Ingenuity or Candor, with what
Shadow of Truth or Reafon, can any Man cite this
A& againft us ? Whom you yourfelf no more fufpet of
a Defign to raife Sedition (I appeal to your own Con-
fcience in the Sight of Gop) than of a Delign to blow
up the City of London.

. 6. Hitherto therefore it hath not been made to ap-
pear, that Field-preaching is contrary to any Law in
being. However, ‘¢ It is Dangerous.” This you
ftrongly infilt on. “ It may be attended with mifchie-
vous Confequences. It may give Advantages to the
Enemies of the eftablifhed Gouernment. It is big with
Mifchiet.”” (Qbferwations, Seft. I, and 11) —

1
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With what Mifchief? Why, ¢ evil-minded Men,
by meeting together iz 15e Fields, under Pretence of Re-
ligion, may raife Riots and Tumults; or by meeting
Sfecretly, may carry on priwate Cabals againft the State.”
(Cafe of the Methodifts. p. 2.)

¢ And if the Methodifts themielves are a barmlefs

and Joya/ People, it is. nothing to the Point in hand.
For difloyal "and feditious Perfons, may ufe fuch an
Opportunity of getting together, in order to execute
any private Delign. Mr. Whitefield {ays, 30, 50 or’
80oc0o have attended his preaching at once. Now, 1.
He cannot know one tenth Part of {uch a Congregation.
2. All People may coime "ana carry on what Deligns
they will: Therefore 3. This is a great Opportunity
put into the Hands of feditious Perfons to raife Diftur-
bances.” -

““ With what Safety to the Publick thefe Field-
preachings may be continued, let the World judge.’’
(¢bid. p. 2, 3, 4.) _

May I fpeak without Offence ? I cannot think you
are iz earreff, You do not mean what you jay. Do
you believe, Mr. Whitefield had eighty Thonfand Hearers
at once? No more than you believe he had eighsy
Millions. Is notall this talk of Danger, mere Finefle ¢
Thrown in purely ed movendam invidiam ? You know
Governments generally are {ufpicicus; efpecially 1n
Time in War: And therefore apply, as you fuppole,
to their weak Side ; in hopes, if poflible, to deliver
over thele Hereticks to the {ecular Arm. However, I

will anfwer, as i/ you {poke from your Heart. For I
am in earneft, i1f you are not.

Firft, ¢¢ The Preacher cannot know a tenth Part of
his Congregation.” [Let us come to the prefent State
of Things. The largelt Congregation that »saw attend

the preaching of any Methodif?, are thofe (Gop bhe
merciful to me!) that attend mine. And cannot I

know a tenth Part of one of thefe Congregations,
either at Briflel, Kiizfwood, Newcaftle or London ?
As ftrange as it may [cem, [ generally know two Thirds
of the Congregation in every Place even on Sunday
Evening, and nine in ten of thofe who attend at motk

other Times, z. * All People may come and carry.
gl 1 *
on
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on what Defigns they will.” Not fo. All Fi/d-
preaching is now in the open Day. And were only
ten Perfons, to come to {fuch an Aflembly with Arms, .
it would foon be inquired, with what Defign they
came. 'Thisis therefore, 3. No ¢ great Opportunity
put into the Hands of - feditious Perfons to raife Di-
fturbances.’” And if ever any Difturbance ‘has been
raifed, it was quite of another Kind. |

The Publick then 1s entirely f{afe, if it be in no
othér Danger than arifes from Field-preaching.

7. There is one other Sentence belonging to this
Head, in the eighth Se&tion of the Obfervations. *° The
religious Societies, you fay, in Londor and Weftminfler,
for many Years paft, have received no Difcouragea
ments, but on the contrary have been countenanced
and incouraged both by the Bilhops and Clergy.”
How is this ? Have #bey then ¢ qualified themfelves
and the Places of their affembling, according to the
A& of Toleration ?” Have they ¢ embraced the Pro-
tection which that A& might give them, in cafe they
complied with the Conditions of it ?’* If not, are they
not all ¢¢ liable to the Penalties of the {everal Statutes
made before that Time againft Unlawful Aflemblies ™ .

How can they efcape ? Have they ¢“qualified them-
felves for holding thefe {eparate Aflemblies, according
to the Tenor of that A& ? ¢° Have then the {feveral
““ Members thercof taken the Oaths to the Govern-
ment-?’’ And are the ¢¢ Doors of the Places wherein
they meet, always open at the Time of fuch Meet-
ing > I prefume, you know they are not; and that
neither ¢ the Perfons nor Places are {o qualified as that
Act direlts.” :

How then come °¢ the Bifhops and Clergy, to cous-
tenance and encourage'’ Unlawful Affemblies ? If it be
{aid, “° They meet in a private, inoffenfive Way ;”
that is nothing to the Point in Hand. If thofe Meet-
ings are Unlawfil in themielves, all their Inoffenfive-
nels will not make them lawful. “ O, but they be-
have with Modefty and Decency.” Very-well; but
the Law ! What is that to the Law ? There can be
no folid Defence but this: They are not Diffenters
from the Church ; therefore they cannor zfe, and they

do
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do #mot need the A& of Toleration. And their Meet-
ings are not Seditious ; Therefore the Statute againft
Seditious Meetings does not affe@ them.

The Application is obvious. If our Meetings are
Illegal, {fo are Theirs alfo. But if This Plea be
Good (as doubtlefs it is) in the one Cafe, it is Good
in the other alfe.

9. You propofe another Objeltion to our Mansuer of
Preaching, in the Second Part of the Obferwations.
The Subitance of it I will repeat, and an{wer as brief-
Iy as I can.

““ They run up and down from Place to Place,
and from County to County :” that is, 2bey preach in
feveral Places. 'This is undoubtedly true. ¢ They
draw after them confuled Mulutudes of People :” that
is, “ Many come to hear them.” This is true alfo.
““ But they would do well to remember, Gop is not
the Author of Confufior or of Tumult, but of Peace.” I
truft we do; Nor is there any Conficfron or Tumult at
all, in our largeft Congregation: Unlefs at fome rare
Times when Sons of Belia/ mix therewith, on pur-
pofe to difturb the peacenble Worfhippers of Gobp.

““ But our Church has provided againft this preach-

ing up and down, in the Ordination of a Prieft, by ex-
prefsly limiting the Exercife of the Powers then con-
fer'd upon him, to rhe Congregation awhere he fball
be lzz-'wﬁd{y appafmed thereunto.”
"~ T anfwer, 1. Your Argument proves too much. If
it be allow'd juft as you propofe it, it proves, That no
Prieft has Authority, either to preach or minifter the
the Sacraments, in any other than his own Congrega-
tion, __

2. Had the Powers confer’d been /o 1/imited when I
was ordamn’d Prieft, my Ordination would have figni-
fied juft nothing. For I was not appointed to any Con-
gregation at all: But was ordain’d as a Member of
that °¢ College of Divines,” ({fo our Statutes exprefs it)
founded to overturn all Herefies, and defend the Ca-
tholic Faith.”

3. For many Years after I was ordain’d Prieft, this
Limjtation was never heard of. I heard not one Syl-
lable of it, by Way of Objeion, to my preaching

I up
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-up and down, in O.xﬁ:rd or London, or the Parts adya
_cent, m G/auceﬂerﬂ::re or Worcefler/bire 5 1n Lzmm/%n £y
¥ ané_/bzrﬁ or Lincolnfhire. Nor did the ftriCteft Difcipli-
. -plinarian fcruple fuffering me to exercile thofe Powers
. wherever I .came.

4. And in fa&, Is it not univerfaily allow’d, That
.every Prieft, as fuch has a Power, In Virtue of -his
‘Ordination, .either to preach or to adminifter the Sa-
.craments, , in any Congregation, wherever the  Rec-
‘tor or,Curate defires his Affitance ? Dees not every
one then, fee through this thin Pretence ? -

10. 6% ‘The Bifhops and Univerfities indeed have
Power to ~grant Licences to [tinerants. But the Church
. has provided in that Cafe ; They are not to preach in
any, Church (Canon .50.) cill they {hew their Licence.”

- The. Church has well provided in #/ar Cafe. But
what has 77.’?.«::: Cafe to do with the Cafe ‘of- Com-
_mon Clergy-men ? Only fo.muchas to fhew, how grofsly
_this Cangn has been abufed, at Iffingtor in particular
where the Churchwardens were inftruéted to hmder,
‘by main Force, the Prieft whom the Vicar himfelf had
. appointed, from preaching, and to quote this Canon ;
g‘llllxch as you plainly fhew, belongs to qmte anodler

n
: Ingthe Note you add, * Mr. #%/%y being asLd
By what Authority he pwached replied, By the Au-
_thority - of Jefus (,hnﬁ convey’d to me by the (now)
Archbifthop of Cpnterém -y, when he laid his Hands
upon me and faid, T'ake thou Authority to preach the
Gofpel. In this Repl he thought fit, for a plain
. Reafon, to Jeave out this latter Paré of the Commif-

fion: for that would have fhewn his Reader, the Re-

fraint and Limitetion, under which the Exercife of

‘the Power is granted. & Nay, I did not prins the loz-
o ter Part of the Words, for a plainer Reafon, becan{e

I did not fpeat them. And I did not fpeat them then,

becaufe they did not come into my Mind. The’

probably if they had, I fhould not have fpoken them :
1t being my only C‘oncern to anfwer the Queftion
pr0p0fe , iIn as few Words as I cou'd.

But before thofe Words, which you.fuppofe to imply

{uch a Reffraint, as wou‘c} condemn all the Blthlb

* ad
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and Clergy in the Nation, 'were thofe {poken without
any Reffraint or Limitation at all,- which I apprehend
to convey an Indelible Charalter, ‘“-Receive the Holy
Ghoft, for the Office and Work of a Prieft in the
Church of Gop, now committed unto ‘thee,’ by the
Impofition of our Handq. Whofe Sins thou doft for-
give, they are forgiven, and whofe Sins thou :doft ie-
tain, they are retained. And be’ thou a faithful Dif-
penfer of the Word of Gobp, and of -his Holy-Sacra-
ments, in the Ndame of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghoft.” S e
You proceed, ¢ In the fame Journal he declares,
“That he looks upon all the World as his "Parifh,
and explains his Meaning as follows 5  In whatever
“Part of it I am, I judge it -meet, right, -and’ vy
‘bounden Duty, to declare unto. all ‘that - ate>willing
. to hear, the Glad 'T'idings of ‘Salvation, - Thif's S1stth e
Work which I know Gop hath called'me tol'” - Néme-
Yy, by the Laying on of the Hands of the -Prefbytery:
which direfts me how to obey that General Command,
avhile awe bave Time, let iis do Good ustas all Men.

11. You.objé& farther, ¢ ‘That the Merbodifts do
not obferve the Rubrick before the Communion Service ;

swhich direfts, - fo many . as.defire to partake..of‘the
Holy Communion, to fignify theirNames to the Carate

the Day before.” "What Curate defires they' fhould ?
Whenever any Minifter will give but one Week's Notice
of this, I undertake, all that have any Relation to me,
{hall fignify their Names within the 'T'ime appointed.

You obje&t alfo, that they break thro’ the twenty
eighth Canon, which requires, ¢ "T'hat if Strangers
come often to any Church from other Parifhes, they
fhould be remitted to their own Churches, there to
receive the Communion with their Neighbours.”

But what if there be no Communion there ? Then
this Canon does not touch the Cafe, nor does any one
break it, by coming to another Church purely becaufe
there is no Communion at his own. +

As to your next Advice, ¢ To have a greater Re-
gard to the.Rules and Orders of the Church,” £ cannot,
for I now ‘regard "them, next to ‘the Word of Gov.
And as to your laft, ““T'o renounce Communion with the

" Church,™

1

H



( 87 )

Church,’” [ dare not. Nay, butlet them thruft us out.
We avill not leave the Ship: If you caff us out of it,
then our Lord will take us up.

12. To the {ame Head may be refered the Objeétion

fome time urged, by a friendly and candid Man, «wiz.
¢ That it was unlawful to ufe extemporary Prayer, be-
caufe there was a Canon againft it.”
. It was not quite clear to me, that the Canon he cited
was againft extemporary Prayer. But {uppofing it were,
my plain Anfwer would be, ‘“ That Canon I dare not
obey : Becaufe the Law of Man binds only {o far, as
it 1s confiftent with the Word of Gop.”

The {fame Perfon objefted, my not cbeymng the
Bifhops and Governors of the Church. I anfwer, I
both do and will obey them, i1n what{foever I can with
a clear Confcience. So that there 1s no juft Ground
for that Charge, that I Ze/pi/fe either the Rules, or the
Governors of the Church. I obey them in all things
where I do not apprehend there is fome particular
Law of Gop to the contrary. Even in that Cafe, I
fhew all the Deference I can; I endeavour to aét as
inoffenfively as poffible: And am ready to {ubmit to
any Penalty, which can by Law be infli¢ted upon me.
Would to Gop every Minifter and Member of the
Church, were herein altogetherasI am!

- VIIL. 1. I have confidered the chief Obje&ions that
have lately been urged againft the DofZrines I teach.
The main Arguments brought againlt this Manner of
Teaching, have been confidered alfo. It remains, to
examine the moil-current Objeclions, concerning 2be
E ffects of this Teaching.

Many aftirm, ¢ That it does abundance of Hurt ;
that 1t has had very bad Effets ; infomuch that if any
Good at all has been done, yet it bears no Proportion
to the Evil.””

But come to Particulars, ‘¢ Firft then, you are
Difturbers of the publick Peace.”

What, do we either teach or raife Sedition ? D> we
{fpeak Evil of the Ruler of our People ? Or do we ftir
them up againft any of thofe that are put in authority
under him? Do we dire€tly or indire@lly promote

I 2 Faltion,
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Faltion, Mutiny or Rebellion ? I have not found any
©un in his Senies yet, that would affirm this..

‘“ But it is plain, Peace is broke and Difturbances
do arife, in confequence ¢f your Preaching.” T grant
it. But what would you infer ? Have you never read
the Bible? Have you not read, that the Prince of
Peace himfelf was, in 225 Senfe, a Difturber of the -
public Peace ? W'hen be came into Ferufalemn (Matt. xXi.
10.) all the City avas mowved, ((ctioSy) fhaken as with an
Eurthquake. And the Difturbance arofe higher and
higher, till #he avbele Multitude cried out together,
Aavay avith bim, away avith bim s crucify hbim, crucify
him ;. and Pilate gave Sentence, it fbould be done. Such
another Difturber of the publick Peace, was that S#-
then, even from the Time he began difputing avith the
Libertines and Cyrenians, till the People fopped their
Earsy and ran wpon bim avith one Accord, and caft him
il qftba Cf{v and ﬁa?zcd bizz.  Such Difturbers of the
Peace were all thofe Ringleaders of the Seft of the
Nozarenes, (commonly called dpoffles) who wherever
vhey came, turned the World upfide doavn. And above
all the veft, that Paux/ of Tarfus, who occafioned fo
much Difturbance at Damafcus, (Alts ix.) at Auntioch
of Pifidia (c. xiil.) at Jeonium (c. xiv } at Lyffra (v. 19 )
at Philippi (c. xvi.) at Theffalonica (c. xvii.) and par-
ticularly at Epbefus, 'The Confequence of his preach-
ing there was, That #he whole City avas filled avith
Confufion. And they all ran together avith one Accord,
fome crying .one Thing, fome another : Inafmuch as the
greater Part of them kneww not wbherefore they avere come
together.

2. And can we expelt it to be zny otherwife #ozv 2
Altho' what ave preach is the Gofpel of Peace, vet
if you will violently and illegally hinder our Preach-
ing, muft not this create Difturbance ? But obferve,
the Difturbance begins on your Part. All is Peace,
till you raife that Difturbance. And then you very
modeftly impute it to m, and lay your ewn Riot at
our Door | :

Rut of all this, our Lord had told us before. 92/nA
wotr that I am come to fend Peace upon Earth: That
this will be the immediate Effc&t, wherever my

| Ciofpel



( 89 )

.Golpel is preached with Power. 1 am not come to fond
Peace, but a Saword: This ({fo far as the Wildom of
&op permits, by whom the Hairs of your Head are
all numbred) will be the firft Confequence of my com-
ing, whenever my Word turns Sinners from Darknefs
to Light, from the Power of Satan unto Gob.

I would wifh all you who {fee this Scripture fulfilled,
by Difturbance following the Preaching the Gofpel, to
‘remember the Behaviour of that wile Magiftrate at
Epbefus on the like Occafion. He did not lay the Di-
fturbance to the Preacher’s Charge, but beckoned to the
Multitude and faid, yé Men of Epbefus — Ye ought to be
quiet, and to do nothing rafbly. For ye have brought
thefe Men, who are neither Robbers of Temples, nor yet
Blafphemers of your Goddefs : (INot convitted of any {uch
~ notorious Crime,as can at all excufe this lawlefsViolence,)
But if Demetrius bath a Matter againft any, the Laaw
is open, and there are Deputies (or Proconfuls, capable
of hearing and deciding the Caufe) Jet 2hem implead one
ancther. bBut if ye enquire any thing concerning other
Things, it fhall be determined in a laavful Affembly.

3. ‘“ But you create Divifions in private Families.”
Accidentally, we do. For inftance, {uppofe an entire
Family to have the Form but not the Power of
Godlinefs ; or to have neither the Form nor the
Power ; 1n either Cafe, they may in fome Sort agree
together. But fuppofe, when thefe hear the' plain
Word of Gop, one or two of them are convipced,
¢ "I'his 1s the Truth. And I have been all this Time
in the broad Way that leadeth to Deftrution :>* Thele
then will begin to mourn after Gop ; while the relt
remain as they were. Will they not thercfore of con-
{fequence divide, and form themfelves into {eparite
Parties ¢ Mauft it not be fo, in the very Nature of
Things ? And how exallly does this agree with the
Words of our Lord? Szzppc?ﬁ ¥e that 1 came to Sfea
Peace upon Earth? I tell you nay @ but rather Divifion.
For from benceforth there fhall be frue divided in one
Houfe, three againft tave, and txve againfl three. The
Father fhall be divided againft the Sen, and the Son againff
the Father : The Mother againft hber Daughter, and tlc
Daughter againft the Aother 5. the Mother in {naw againfs

the
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the Daughter in o and the Daughter in leww, againft
the Mother in lanv, (Luke xil. §t, 52, ¢3.) And #he
F;ﬁr nf a Man, fhall be they of bis exvn Houfhold. (Matt. x.
36.) '-

T'hus it was from the very Beginning. For 1is 1t to
be fuppofed, that a Heathen Parent, would long en-
dure a Chriftian Child ¢ Or that a Heathenr Hufband
would agree with a Chriflian Wite? Unlefs either the
believing Wife could gain her Hufband ; or the un-
believing Hufband prevailed on the Wife to renounce
lher Way of worfhipping Gop: At leaft, unlefs fhe
would obcy him in going no more to thofe Societies

or Conventicles, (iTurpics) as they termed the Chriftian
Affemblies.

4.. Do you think now, I have an Eye to your Cale?
Doubtlefs I have ; for I do not fight as one that beat-
eth the Air. ** Why have not I a Right to hinder my
own Wife or Child, from going to. a Conventicle ? And
is it not the Duty of Wives to obey their Hufbands ¢
And of Children to obey their Parents 2 Only {et the
Cafe feventeen hundred Years back, and your own
< onfcience gives you the Anfwer,  What would St. Pea !
have faid to one whofc Hufband forbad her, to foliow
is Weay any more ¥ What Direttion would our Saviour
have given to him whoife Father enjoined hum, not to
hear the Gofpel ? His Wao:ds are extant ftill, He thar
[nweth Futher o Blother more thamn me, is 2ot avorthy of
we.  And be that loveth Son 0r Daughter wore than we,
ioomokompsridy of me.  (Matt. x. 37, 38.) Nay more,.
If eoy Man cometh to me, and pateth rot (In comparion
of me) Fis Fatber and Moather aund Wife and Children,
yea and bis owun Life, ke cannot. be my Difciple.  (Luke
v, 26.)

‘¢ O, but this is not a parallel Cafe.. For they were
Heathens ; but I am a Chriffian.”’ A Chriftian I Are
vou {fo ? Do you underfland the Word 2. Do you know.
 what a Chriftian is ? If you are a Chriftian,. you have

the Mind that was in Chrift 5 and you fo walk as he
alfo walked. You are Holy as he is Holy both m
Heart, and in all.manner of Converfation. klave you
then the Mind. that was in Chrift ?. And do you walk
as Chriit walked » Are you inwardly and outwardly

Holy
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Holy ? I fear, not even outwardly. No; you live in
known Sin. Alas! How then are you a Chriftian ?
What a Railer, a Chriftian? A Common-{wearer,. a
Chriftian ? A Sabbath-breaker, a Chriftian? A Drun-~
kard or Whoremonger, a Chriftian! Thou art a Hea-
then barefaced ; the Wrath of Gop is on thy Head,
and the Curfe of Gop upon. thy Back., 'T'hy Damna-
tion flambereth not. By reafon of fuch Chriftians it is,
that the Holy Name of Chrill is blafphemed.. - Such as
thou they are, that caufe the very Savages in the f7-
dian Woods to cry out, ¢ Cbriflian much drank, Chri-
flian beat Men, Chriftian tell. Lies, Devil-Chriftian.t
Me no Chriftian,”

And {o.#box wilt diret thy Wife and Children 1n the
Way of Salvation!— Woe unto. thee,. thou Devil-
Chriftian ' Woe unto thee,. thou blind. Leader of the
Blind ! What wilt thou make them » Two fold more
the Children of Hell than. thyfelf 2. — Be afhamed..
Blufh, if thou canft bluth. Hide thy Face. Lay. thee
in the Duft. Out of.the Deep cry unto Gonp, if haply
he may hear thy Voice. Inftantly fmite upon thy
Breaft, Who knoweth but Gop may take thee out of.
the Belly of Hell - “ «

5. ‘“But you are not one of thefe. You fear Gop, and
labour to have a Confcience void of Oftence.. And it
is from a Principle of. Confrience, that you reftrain. your
Wife or Children from hearing fa/fe DoSrine.”> But how.
do you know it is falfe Doltrine - Have you heard for
yourfelf ¥ Or, if you.have not heard, have you carefully
read what we have occafionally anfwvered for. eurielves ?-
A Man.of Confcience cannot condemn any one un-
heard- This is not Common Humanity. Nor will
he refrain from hearing what may ée the Truth, for
no better Reafon than Fear of his Reputation, Pray
obferve. 1 do not fay,. every Man (or any Man) is
obliged in.Confcience to.hear us. But I do fay, every
Man in England who condemns us,. is obliged to hear
us firft. This 1s only. common Jgftice,. fuch as is not.
denied to a Thief or a Murderer., Take your choice
therefore. Either hear us, or condemn us not. Either.
fpeak nothing at all, or hear before you fpeak,

But
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But fuppofe you have both read and heard more
than yon liked? did you read and hear fairly? Was
not youloaden with Prejudice? Did you not read or
hear, expelfing no Good ; perhaps defiring to find fault 2
1f {fo, what' wonder you judge as you do ? What a poor
Mock-trial is this ? You had decided the Caufe in your
‘otvn Breaft, before you héard one Word of the Evi-
‘denice. And f{till do yoz talk of afting out of Con-
fcience ? Yea, a Confcience void of Offence ?

We will put the Cafe farther yet. Suppofe your
. Cerifure was juft, and this was atually falfe Doéirine.
Still .every one muit give an Account of himfelf to
Gop : and you cannot force the Conicience of any one.
You cannot compe/ another, to {ee as you fee. You
ought not to attempt it. Reafon and Perfuafion are
the only Weapons you ought to ufe, even toward your
own Wife and Children. Nay, and it is impofiible to
flarwe them into Conviftion, or to bear even Truth
into their Head. You may deffroy them, in this way,

-but cannot convert them. Remember what our own.
Poet has {aid,

‘¢ By Force Beafls at and are by Force reftraind ;
- The human Mind by gentle Means is gain’d.

Thou canft not take, what I refufe to yield :

Nor reap the Harveft, tho’ thou {poil&k the Field.”

6. Every reafonable Man is convinced of this. And
perhaps you do not concern yourfelf fo much about
the Doérine, but the Milchief that is done. ¢ How
many poor Famalies are fltarved, ruin'd, brought to
Beggary I’ By what ¥ Not by comrributing a Penny a
Week (the ufual Contribution nm: our Societie:) and
letting that alone, when they pleafe, when there is any
Shadow of Reafon to {uppole they cannot afford 1it.
You will not fay, any are brought to Beggary by
this—Not by Gifts to me: For I receive none ;
{ave ({ometimes) the Food I eat. And Pablick Colleéti-
ons are nothing to me. That it may evidently appear
they are not, when any fuch Colletion is made; -to
cloath the Poor, or for any other determinaic Furpofe,
the Money 1s both received and expended before many

- Witnefles,
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Witnefles, without ever going thro® my Hands at all.
And then likewife all poflible Regard is had, to the
Circumftances of thofe who contribute any thing. And
they are_told over and over, if"there be a willing. Mind,
22 is accepted according to that a Man bath.

But where are all thefe Families that have been
brought to Beggoary } How is it, that none of them is
forthcoming ? Are they ail, our of Tow» ? Then indeed
I am in no Danger of clearing myfelf from #heir In--
di¢tment. It is the eafieft thing of a thoufand, for one
at Neaveaftle to fay, that I have beggar’d him and all
his Kindred. If one of the long.-bearded Men on Tyne-
Bridge, were to {fay {o juft now, I could not readily
confute him. But why will you not bring a few of
thefc to tell me fo to my Face ? 1 have not found one
that would do this yet. They pray, you would have
them excufed.

I remember a Man coming to me with a doleful
Countenance, putting himfelf into many lamentable
Poltures, gaping as'wide as he could, and pointing to his
Mouth, as who would fay, ¢ he could not {peak.*’.
I enquired of his-Companion, what was the matter?
And was informed, ¢ he had fallen into the Hands of
the Zurk:, who had -ufed him in a barbarous Manner,
and cut out his Tongue by the Roots.” I believed him,
But when the Man had had a chearful Cup, he could
find his Tongue as well as another. [ refleCted, How
15 1t that I could f{o readily believe that Tale? The
Anfwer was eafy, ¢ Becaufe it was told of a Tur4.”
My Friend, take Knowledge of your own Cafe. If
you had not firk took me for a 7ur#, or fomething
cqually bad, you could not fo readily, have believed
that T'ale !

7. ¢ But can it be, that there 1s no ground at all
for a Report, which is in every ones Mouth?” 1 will
{imply tell you, all the Ground which I can conceive,
I believe many of thofe who attend on my Miniftry,
have lefs of this World’s Goods than they had before,
or at leaft, might have had, if they did not attend it,
This Fa&t I allow ; and it may be eafily accounted for,
in one or other of the following Ways,

= Firty
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Firft, I fréquently preach on fuch Téxts as thefe:
Mawving Food and Rayment, let us be content therewwith.
They who défire to be 1ich, fall into Temptation and a
Snare, ard many foolifh and buriful Lyfis, avhich drown
Men in Deftruttion and Perdition. Lay not wp for your-
[felwes Treafures upon Earth, avhere the Ruft and Mots
doth coirupt; and awhere Thieves break thro’ and fleal.
But lay up for yourfelves Treafures in Heaven, awbhere
neither Ruft nor Moth doth corrupt, and whtre Thieves
o not break thro’ and fleal.

Now fhould any of thofe who are labouring by all
poflible Means, to Jay up Treafure upon Earth, feel thele
Words, they would not inlarge their Defires as Hell 5
but be content with fuch things as they had. 'They then.
probably might not heap up fo much for their Heus,
as* otherwife they would have done. Thefe would
therefore bawe Z¢/s than if they had not heard e : Be-
caufe they would gra/p ar /efs.

- Secondly, wherever the Gofpel takes effedt, 14e
Foes of a Man will be thofe of his own Houfbold, By
this Means then fome who hear and receive it with Joy,
will be poorer than they were before. 'T’heir Domel-
tic Foes will, in many Cafes, hinder, embroil, and
difturb the Courfe of their Affairs. And their Rela-
tions, who affifted them before, or promifed at leaft
fo to do, will probably withdraw or deny that Af-
hitance, wnlefs they awill be advifed by them. Perhaps
their neareft Relations: It being no new Thing, for
Parents to 'difewn their Children, if affer the Way
avbich they call Herefy, . thefe avorfbip the GOD of their
Fathers. Hence therefore {fome have /lefs, of this
World’s Goods than they had in Times paift, either
becaufe they esr» /efs, or becaufe they receive Jefs from
them on whom they depend. ~

‘Thirdly, It is written, that zbhofe: who received not
the Mark of the Beafl, either on their Fore-beads, or in
their Right- Hands, either openly or fecretly, were not
permitted zo buny or fell any more. Now whatever the
Myftery contain’d herein may be, I apprehend the
plain Mark of the Beaft is Wickednefs ; Inward and
Outward Unholinefs, whatever is fecretly or openly con-
trary to Juftice, Mercy or Truth, And certain it 15,

the
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- the.Time is wellinigh come, when thofe who have not
this Mark, can neither buy -nor fell, can fcarce follow
-any > Profeflion," fo as to gain a Subfiftance. thereby.
“Therefore, many of thofe who attend.on my Minifiry,
‘arée- by:-this. Means poorer than before. They will
.not receive the Mark of the Beaft, either an . their
1Forehead or.in their-Hand: Or if they had - received
it ‘before, . they rid themfelves: of it as {oon as poflible.
Some cannot follow their. former Way .of Life.at a//; (as
: Pawnbrokers, - Smugglers,” Buyers or Sellers of . Uncuf-
-tom’d ‘Goods.) «Others -cannot follow it as:tbey did be-
- fore. - For they cannot oppréfs, cheat or defraud. their
" Neighbour: They.cannot lie, or fay what they do
- not-mean ; - they. sz/f now {peak the Truth from their
.Heart. --- On all.thefe Accounts, they bgwe Jefs of this
World’s Goods; becaufe they gaiz /efs than they did
-before, A R RIPT )
. Fourthly, 141 that aill live godly in Chiift Fefus
Jball fuffer Perfecution: If in no ather ‘Way, :yet at
leaft 1n-this, that Men will by Reviling perfecute them ;
~and fay #all Manner of Ewil againft them fallly, for his
Sake. One unaveidable Effeét of .this will be, that
Men” whofeiSubfiftence depends .on their daily Labour,
-willTbe -often in. Want,. for- few owill .carg to- employ
~thofe: of {o bad a. Gharalter:. :And even thofe who
did :.employ- :them before, :. perhaps. fox many Years,
will.employ- them no more.; fo that hereby fome may
indeed be brought to Beggary. |
| 8. Wihat doesthis touch yoxz 2 Are yor.one of thofe,
¢ who will have nothing to do with thofe fcandalous
Wretches ?” Peshaps you will fay, ‘¢ And: wha can
blame me for it : May I not employ whom I pleafe
- We- will weigh this, You employ’d 4. B. for {feveral
Years. By your own Account, he was an honeft, di-
ligent Man. You. had no ®bjeltion to him but his
- following this Way. For this Reafon you turn him off.
In a fhort Time, having {pent his little All, and hav-
ing no Supply, he wants Bread. So does his Family
. too as well as himfelf. Before he can get into other
Bufinefs to procure it, thro’ want of convenient Food
to eat,- and Rayment to- put on, he fickens and dies,

"I'his
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~ -‘This is 'not an Imaginary Scene. . 1 have  known- the
Cafe; tho’ too late toremedy.it. ... .10
“¢ .And what then ?”” Why then yox are a Mutderer.
- O Earth, cover not thou his Blood.! No; it doth not.
The Cry thereof bath entered into the Ears of the Lord GOD
~of Sabbaoth. And Gop requireth itat yoxr Hands: and
-will require it in an Hour when you think .not, For
oz have as effeCtually murder’d that Man,, as if you
had ftabb’d him to the:Heart. ... _. ... - - « ,
It is not I then who ruin and fltarve that Family ;
- It is you 3 you who call yourfelf a Proteflant ! ¥ou
"who' cry out againft the Perfecuting Spirit of the Pg-
pifis! Ye Fools and blind! What are ye better than
‘they ? Why, Edmund Bouner would have flarved the
Hereticks in Prifon ¢ Whereas you farwe them in their
v Houfes.. - ) . ce o
"And all this Time you talk of Liberty of Confei-
“ence! Yes, Liberty for fuch a Conlcience as your
-own: A Conicience paft feeling 3 (for {ure it had {ome
once) a Conicience fear’d awith a hot Iron.  Liberty to
{erve the Devil, according to your poor, harden’d Con-
- {cience, you allow ; But not Liberty to {ferve Gop. .
. Nay, and what Marvel ¢ Whofoever. thou art that
readeft this, and - feeleft in thy Heart a- Real: Defire
- to {ferve Gop, I'warn thee, expeét no Liberty: for thy
. Confcience, from him that.hath no Confcience: at’ all.
All Ungodly, Unthankful, Unholy Men; all Villains
of whatever Denomination, will have Liberty indeed
-all the World over, as long as their Mafter is  God of
« this World. But expelt not Liberty to worfhip Gobp
in Spirit and’ in T'ruth, to pratife pure and unde-
" filed Religion (unlefs the Lord fhould work a new
. Thing in the Earth) from any but thofe who them-
- felves love and ferve Gon.

9. ¢ However, ’tis plain, you make Men Idle.
And this tends to beggar their Families.”” This Ob-
jeCtion having been continually urg’d for fome Years,

- I will trace it from the Foundation.

‘T'wo .or three Years after my Return from Awmerica,

one Captain Robert Williams of Brifto/, made Afidavit
- before the:{then) Mayor of the City, That * it was a

common Report in Georgia, Mr, Wefley took Peonle
off
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off from their Work and made thenz idle, by preaching
fo much.” -

The Fa&t ftood thus : At my firlt coming to Sazwan-
nah, the Generality of the People rofe at Seven or
Eight in the Mornmg And that Part of them who
were accuftom’d to work, ufually work’d till Six in
the Evening. A few of them fometimes work’d till
Seven ; which is the Time of Sun-Set thete at Mid-
{faummer,

I immediately began reading Prayers and expound-—

ing the Second Leflon, both in the Morning and
Evening. The Morning Service began at Five, and
ended at, or before Six : The Evening Service began
at Seven.
"~ Now iuppofing all the Grown Perfons in the Town,
had been prefent every Morning and Evening, would
this have made them Idle? Would they hereby have
had Jefs, or confiderably more Time for avorlking 2

10. T'he fame Rule I follow now, both at Londsw,
Briftol and Neavcafile upon Pyue : concluding the Ser-
vice at every Place, Winter and Summer, betore Six
in the Morning: and not ordmarlly beginning to preach,
till near Seven in the Evening,

Now do you, who make this Obje&tion, work longer,
throughout the Year, than from Six to Six? Do you
defire, that the Generality of People {hou’d ? Or, can
you count them Idle, that work {o long F

Some Few are indeed accuftorn’d to work longer.

Thefe I advife, not to come on Week-Days. And
1t 1S apparent, that they take this Advice, unlt,{"s on
fome rare and extraordinary QOccafiox.
. But"I hope, nore of yox who turn them out of
their Employment, have the Confidence to talk of my
making them idle! Do you (as the homely Phrafe is)
cry wh — firlt ? I admire your Cunning ; but not your
Modefly.

So fa.r am I from either caufing or encouraging Idle-
nefs, that an idle Perfon, known to be fuch, is not
fuffer’d ‘to remain in any of our Sacieties ; we drive
. him out, as we wou’'d a Thief or a Murderer. To

fhew all pofﬁblc D111genceh (as well - as Frugality)
‘ 15
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is one of our ftanding Rules: And one, concerning
the Obfervance of which, we continually make the
ftri€telt Enquiry.

11. ¢ But you <drive them out of their Senfes.
You make them mad.” WNay, then they are ldle with
a Vengeance. 'This Objetion therefore being of the
utmoft Irmportance, deferves our deepeft Confideration.

And firlt, I grant, itis my earneft Defire to drive all

the World, into what you probably call Madnefs : (I
mean, Inward Religion) To make them juft as Mzd,
us Pau/ was when he was {o accounted by Feffus,
- The counting all T'hings on Earth but lsung and
Drofs, fo we .may win Chrift; the trampling under
Foot.all the. Pleafures of the World, the feeking no
Tteafure but in Heaven ; the having no Defire of the
Praife of Men, a Good Charafter, a fair Reputation ;
the being exceeding glad when Men revile us, and
perfecute us,and fay all manner of Evil againft us falfely ;
the giving Gop T'hanks when our Father and Mother
forfake us, when we have neither ¥ood to eat, nor Rai-
ment to put on, nor a Friend but what fhoots out bitter
Words, nor a Place where to lay our Head : This is
utter Diffrafion in yorr Account; but in Gobp’s it is
fober, rational Religion: The genuine Fruit, not of
a diftemper’d Brain, not of a {ickly Imagination, but
o/ the Poaver of Gop in the Heart, of victorious Lowe,
and of a _found Mind.

1z. I grant, Secondly, It is my Endeavour to drive
all 1 can, into what yox ‘may 'term another Species of
Nadnefs, which is ufually preparatory to this, and which
I term Repentance or Conwiltion.

I cannot defcribe this better than a Writer of our
own has done. 1 will therefore tranfcribe his Words.

‘“ When Men fze/ in themfelves the heavy Burden
of Sin, fee Damnation to be the Reward of 1t, and be-
hold with the Eye of their Mind the Horror of Hell ;
they tremble, they quake and are inwardly touched
with Sorrowfulnef{s of Heart, and cannot but accufe
themf{elves, and open their Grief unto Almighty Gop,
and call unto him for Mercy. This being done fe-
rioufly, theéir Mind is {fo occupied, partly 'with So‘rrmz

- an
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¢ and Heavinefs, partly with an earneft Defire to be de.
livered from this Danger of Hell and Damnation, thut
all Defire of Meat and Drink is laid apart, and Loath-
fomenefs (or, Loathing) of all worldly Things and
Pleafure cometh in place. So that nothing then Liketh
them, more than' to weep, to lament, to mourn, and
both with Words and Behaviour of Body to thew them-
felves weary of Life.”

Now what if your Wife, or Daughter, or Acquain-
tance, after hearing one of thefe Field-preachers. fhould
come and tell you, that th(’y _/fz-'w Deamnation before
them, and bebeld avied e Bye ¢of their DNnd the Hor-
»or of Hell 2 What it they thould rremble and gquake,
and be {o talen up partdy quith Serroww and Heawinefs,
partly avith ax earneit Defire to be delivered from #his
Danger of Fell and Lvancuition, as to aveep, te lament,
Lo smonrn, and borh avitir Herds and Behaciionr to fheav
themfelves avenry of Lifo: Wou'd you {erupie to fay,
that they were faréd Mad & That thele Fellows had
driven them oux? ef thery Sﬁr{ﬁ?: ¢ And that whatever
Writer 1t was, that #2s/8°d a2 ehis rate, he was fitter
for Bedlam than any other Place ? .

You have overfhot yourfelf now to fome purpofe,
'Thele are the very Words of our own Church. You
may read them, if'you are fo inclined, in the firft Part
of the Homily on Fafiing., And confequently, what
you have peremptorily determin’d to be mere Lunacy
and Diffraélion, is that Repentance unto Lift, which,-
in .the judgment both of the Church and of St. Fau/,
is newver to be repented of.

2. I grant, Thirdly, 'T'hHat Extracrdinary Circurg-
ftances have attended this Convi&ion in {ome Initan.
ces. A particular Account of thefe I have frequently
given. While the Word of Gop was preached, fome
Perfons have dropp’d down as dead ; fome have been,
as it were, 1n {trong Convulfions ; fome roar’'d aloud,
tho’ not with an articuylate Voice ; and others {poke
the Anguifh of their Souls. -

This, I {uppofe, vou believe to be Perfe& Mad-
nefs. But it is eafily accounted for, either on Prin-
ciples of Reafon or Scripture.

K2 Fift,
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Iirlt, on Principles of Reafon. For how eafy is
it to fuppofe, that a ftrong, lively and {fudden Appre-
Lhienfion of the Heinoufnels of Sin, the Wrath of Gonb,
and the bitter Pzins of Eternal Death, fhou’d affelt
the Body as well as the Soul, during the Prelent
faws of Vital Union; fhou’d interrupt or difturb the
ordinary Circulations, and put Nature oat of its
Courfe ? Yea, we-may queition, whether while this
Union {fubfilts, it be poflible for the Mind to be af-
fedted, in {fo violent a Degree, without fome or other
of thofe Bodily Symptoms following ? ‘

1t is ikewife ealy to account for thefe Things, on
Principles of Scripture. For when we take a View
of them in this Light, we are to add to the Confide-
ration of Natural Caufes, the Agency of thofe Spi-.
rits who flill excel in Strength, and as far as they
have leave from Gop, will not fail to torment whom-
they cannot deftroy ; to fear thole that are coming to
Chriff. It is alfo remarkable, that there is plain
Scripture-Precedent of every Symptom which haslate-
ly appear’d. Se that we cannot allow even the Cox-
wictivn attended with thefe to be Madwnefs, with-
out giving ep both Reafon and Scripture. |

14. 1 grant, Fourthly, That Touches of- Extrawa-
gince, bordering on Madnefs, may {ometime attend
severe Conviction. And this alfo is eafy to be ac-
counted for, by the prefent Laws of the Animal Oe-
coromy. For we know, Fear or Grief, from a Tem-
poral Caufe, may occafion a Fever and thereby a De-
- lirium., |

It is not ftrange then that {fome, while under ftrong
Impreffions of Grief or Fear, from a Senfe of the
Wrath of Gop, fhould for a Seafon forger almoft all
Things elfe, and fcarce be able to anfwer a Common
Queftion : That fome fhou’d fancy they {ee the Flames
of Hell, or the Devil and his Angels around them:
Or that others, for a Space, fhou’d be zfraid, like
Cain, whofoever meeteth me will flay me. All thefe,
and” whatever lefs common Effeéts may {ometimes ac-
company this Conviftion, are eafily known from the
Natural Ditemper of Madnefs, were it only by this

. one
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one Circemitance, that whenever the Perfon.convinced,
taftes the pardoning Love of Gop, they ali vamih
away 1n a Moment.

Laftly, 1 have {een one Inflance (I pray Gop I may:
fee no more fuch 1) of Real, Lafting Madnefs.

‘T'wo or Three Years fince, 1 took one with me to
Briffol, who was under deep Conviflions ; but of as
found an Underftanding in all Refpefts, as ever he
had been i his Life. I went a fhort Journey, and
when I came to PRrifo/ again, found him really di-
ftralted. I enquired particularly, at what Time and
Place, and in what Manner this Diforder began ? And
I believe there are," at leaft, Threefcore Witneffes,
alive, and ready to teftify what follows. @ When I
went from Briffo/, he contracted an Acquaintance with
fome Perfons, who were not of the fame Judgment
with me. He was {oon prejudiced againft me:
Quickly after, when our Society were met together
in Kingsaood-Houfe, he began a vehement Inveltive
‘both againft my Perfon and Doltrines. In the Midit
of this,.he was ftruck Raving Mad. And fo he con-
tinued till his Friends put him into Bedlam : and pro-
bably, laid 4is Madnefs too to sy charge. |

15. I-fear, there may alfo be fome Inftances of
Real Madnefs, proceeding from a different Caufe.

Suppofe, for Inftance, a Perfon, hearing me, is
ftrongly convinced, that a Liar cannot enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven. He comes home, and relates
this to his Parents or Friends, and appears to be very
uneafy. 'Thefe Good Chriftians are difturb’d at this,
and afraid he is running Mad too. They are refolv’d,
he fhall never hear any of thofe Fellows more; and
keep to it in {pite of all his Intreaties. They will
not {uffer him, when-at"home, to be alone, for fear
he fhould read orpray. And perhaps in a While they
will conftrain him, at leaft by repeated Importunities,
to - do again the very Thing, for which he was con-

vinced the Wrath of Gop cometh upon the Children
of Difobedience.

Wh&fz



( 102 )

What is the Fvent of this # Sometimes the Spirit of
Gop 15 quenched and departs from him. Now
you have carricd the Poiat. The Man 1s ealy as
ever, and fins en without any Remeoric. Buat in other
Inltances, where thofe Convictions fink deep, and the
Arrows of the Almighty ftick Fait in the Soul, you will
drive that Perfon into real fettled Madnefs, before you
cap quench the Spiritof Gop. I am afraid, there have
been {feveral Inftances of this. You have forced the
« {an’s Conf{cience, till he is ftark mad. Butthen, pray
~do not impute thut Madnefs to me. Had you left him

to my Direlion, or rather to the Direétion of the
Svirit of Gobp, he would have been filled with Love
and a found Mind. DBut you have taken the Matter
out of Gov’s Hand. And now you have brought it to
a.fair Conclafion |

~16. How frequent this Cafe may be, I know not.
But doubtlefs tmoft of thofe who make this Objettion,
of aur driving Men mad, have never met with fuch an
Inftance In their Lives. The common Cry is occaflion-
ed, either by thofe who are csnwinced of Sin, or thofe
who are inwardly converted to Gop: Mere Madnefs
both (as was ob{erved before) to thofe who are without
Gobp in the World, Yet I do not.deny, but you may
have {een one in Bedlam, who fzid he had followed e,
But obferve, a Madman’s faying this, is no Proof of
the Falt: Nay, and if he really had, it fhould be far-
ther confidered, that his being in Bed/am, is no fure
Proof of his being mad. Witnefs the well-known Cafe
of Mr. Periam ; and I doubt more fuch are to be found.
Yea, it is well if fome have not been {ent thither, for
no other Realon, but becaufe they followed #e: Their
kind Relations either concluding, that they muft be
diftratted, before they could do this: Or perhaps
hoping, that Bedlam would make them mad, if it did
not find them fo.

"~ 17. And it muft be owned, a Confinement of fuch
a fort, 1s asfit to canfe as to cure Diftration. For what
Scene of Diftrefs” is to be compared to it? To be fe-
parated at once from all who are near and dear to you ;
to be cut off from all reafonable Converfation, to be

fecluded
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fecluded from all Bufinefs, from all Reading, from
every innocent Entertainment of the Mind, which is
left to prey wholly upon itfelf, and iay and Night to
pore over your Misforrunes : To be fhat up Day by Day
in a gloomy Cell, with only the Walls to employ your
heavy Eycs, in the midft either of melancholly
Silence, or horrid Cries, Groans and Laughter in-
termixt: ‘To be forced by the main Strength of thofe.

“ Who laugh at Human Nature and. Compafiion,”™
to take Drenches of naufeous, perhaps torturing Me-
dicines, which yvou -know you have no need of now,
but know not how foon you may, poflibly by the Ope-
ration of thefe very Drugs on a weak or tender Coniti-
tution: Here 1s Diftrefs ! It 15 an aftonifhing I'hing, a
Signal Proof of the Power of (Gop, if any Creature who
has his Senfes when that Confinement begins, does not
Iofe them, before it 15 at an End !

How muft it heighten the Diftrefs, if fuch a poor
Wietch, being deeply convinced of Sin, and growing
worfc and worfe (as he probably will, feeing there is
no Medicine heye for Ais Sicknefs, no {fuch Phyfician as
his Cafe requires) be {oon placed among 2be fncurables !
Can Imagination itfelf paint {fuch a Hell upon Earch ?
Where even ¢ Hope never comes, that comes to all I"®
—For what Remedy ? If a Manm of Senfe and tluma.
nity, thould happen to vilit that Houie of Woe, would
he give the Hearing to a 'Mad-man’s Tale? Or if he
did, would he creditit? ¢ Do we not know, might
he fay, how well any of thele will talk in their lucid
Intervals »” So that a thoufand to onc he would con-
cern himielf no more abour it, but leave the Weary to
wait for Relt in the Grave )

18. I have now anfwercd mofl of the current Ob-
jettions, particularly fuch as have appeared of Weight
to religious or reafonable Men. I have endeavoured
to fhew, Firt, T'hat the Dod#rines I teach are no other
than the great Truths of the Gofpel. 2. That tho’
I teach them, not &s I would, but as £ cax, yet itis ina
Manzer not contrary to Law: And Thirdly, That the
Effedts of thus Preaching the Goipel, bhave not been
fuch aswas weakly or wickedly reported: Thofe Re-

ports
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ports ‘being mere Artifices of the Devil, to hinder the
Work of Gobp. Whofoever therefore ye are, who
look for Gop to revive his Work in the Midff of the
Years, cry aloud, that he may fizi/b it neverthelefs,
may cut it fhort in Righteoufuefs. Cry to Mefiak the
Prince, that he may {oon end the ‘Z?'aﬂ_[gf'e_ﬁm, that he
may Jift up his Standard upon Earth, {ending by whom
he will {end, and working his own Work, when he
pleafeth, and as he pleafeth, till a// zhe Kindreds of the

Peaple aworfbip before him, and the Earth be full of the
Knowledge of the Glory of the Lard!

P. 1 . 1 1. afte . : . )
Fruits Osf Re ¥ neceflary to, infert Faith: And the

pentance ftill more remoredy, as )
ceffary to o TRPTe %» s they are ne-

.
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ACT of DEVOTION.

1. EHOLD the Servant of the Lorp ! |

I wait Thy guiding Hand to feel,
1'o hear, and keep Thine every Word,
| To prove, and do Thy perfect Will.
. Joyful from all my Works to ceafe,
lad to fulfil All Righteoufnefs.

'2. Me if Thy Grace vouchfafe to ufe,
Meaneft of all Thy Creatures me,

The Deed, the Time, the Manner chufe ;
Let all my Fruit be found of T'hee,

Let all my Works in Thee be wrought,

By Thee to full Perfection brought.

3. My every Weak though Good, Defign
O’errule, or change as feems Thee meeft,
JESUS, let all the Work be T hine ;
Thy Work, O Lerp, is All-compleat,
And plealing in Thy Father’s Sight ;
‘I'hou only haft done All Things right.

4. Here then to Thee Thine own I leave.
Mould as T'hou wilt the paflive Clay :
. But let me all Thy Stamp receive,
But let me all Thy Words obey,
Serve with a fingle Heart and Eye,
And to thy Glory live, and die,
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To tba Reftw‘end Mr. 'I‘homas Churcli

g v '-u

Re‘v. Szr, L e
INCE thiis was in the Prefs I have feen your" Re-—
marks upon my laft Four nal. 1 will endeavour, as

you defire, aitentively to ‘confider the Foints, therem pé-—
jected to me. . In the mean txme, I a.m, ~

a.

4 .

-Rewerend Sir,. - <
SPE Your Serwaunt for.
<< 7. QCrrist’s Saks,
- - ) PR : . - . - - d . B .;.-L

Lﬂﬂdﬁﬂ, ¢ - i . A JOHN’{WESLEYl -
Decem. Z2, 1744 . e .
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