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A SHORT VIEW
OF

The Difference between the Momvz'mz-
Brethren lately in England.

And the Rev, Mr. Joun and CHARLES
WESLEY.

EDNESDAY Now. 7. 1749. I had a
‘;‘/ long Conference with Mr. Spangenberg. 1
agreed with all he faid of the Power of Faith, .
But I could not agree, either That None bas any Faith,
fo long as ke is liable to any Doub: or Fear : Or, that
till e have the full Affurance of Faith, ae ounght to
abflain from the Ordinances of GOp.

Monday December 31. 1 had a long and particular
Converfation with Mr. Molther. I weighed all his
Words with the utmoft Care, defired him to explain
-what I did not underftand ; asked him againand again,
Do I not miftake what youfay ? Is this your Meaning,
or is it not? So that I think, if Gop has given me
any meafure of Underftanding, I could not miftake

him much.
As foon as I came home, I befought Gob to affift

me, and not {uffer 2he Blind to go out of the way. 1
then wrote down what I conceived to be the Diftg-

rence between us, in the following Words:

As to Faith, you believe
1. There are no Degrees in Faith, and that no Man
has any Degree of it, before all things in him are be-
come new, before he has the full Affurance of Faith,
or the clear Perception that Chrift dwelleth in hin:

2. Accordingly you believe, there 15 z0 jaffifying
Faith, or State of Juftification fhort of this:

Az 3. There-
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3. Therefore you believe, That Gift of Gen which
manv received fince Peter Bobler came into Englond,
7z, A jure Confidence of lhe Loveof Gopto z‘z;m

was ot Fuftifying Faith &
4. And that the 7oy and Love attending it, were
bhom drimed Spivits, f rom  N:tare, or Luagia tion;
Not Foy in the .m{} Gba_,? and the Real Lize ¢f Gob,
Joed cbroad in their Heorts:
W hereas I believe
. Theve are Degrees in Frith, and that a Man
My hi ve feme Degree of it, before zll things in him
ire become new, before he has the full Affurance of
Faith, or the clear Ferception that Chrift dwelleth
him

2z, Accerdinely I believe, there is @ Dcgree of Fuf-
pifying Faith, (and covfeqtlently a State of ]uﬂlﬁcauon)
{rort of., and commonly antecedent to, this.

3. And I believe, That Gift of Gop which many
rcceived, fince Perer Bobler came, was Fuflifying frith :

4. And that the Foy and Lowe attending it, were
net from Aniwal Spfriz’s, from Nature or limegination s
but a meafure of Fop in the Holy Ghoff, and of the
Lowe of Gop fhed <broad in their Hearts,

As to the ey to Faito, you believe,

That the way to attam 1t 15, T aeait for Chrift,
a~d be [z! 1, e. Not to vfe (what ave tern:) the
Mews of Grace: Not to go to Church: 1Kot to Com-
imunicate: INot to fafi: Not to wule /s such Private
Prayer : INot to read the Scripture:

(Becaufe you believe, Thele are nat hlezns of Graee,
i, e. Do not ordinarily convey Gop’s Grace to Unbe-
lievers : And

T'hat it is impefhible for a Man to «fz them, without
¢rufling 1n them)

Not to do Temporal Good: nor to attempt doing
Spiritual Good:

Becaufé you believe, no Fruit of the Spiric is given,
by thofe who have not that Fruit themfelves.

Whereas I believe,

The way to attain Faith, 1s To rwm‘z‘ for Chrift and
be ftidl, In uling all the Meins of Grace .

L ¥

There-
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Therefore T believe it right for him who knows he
has not FFaith (i. . That Aﬁurance of Faith)

To go to Church: To Communicate: To faft: To
ufe as much Private Prayer as he can: and to read the
Scripture.

(Becaufe I believe thefe are Means of Grace, 1. e.

Do ordinanly convey Gop’s Grace to Unbelievers:
And

That it is polible,. for a Man to nfe them, without:

Yrufling in them)

Yo do all the temporal Good he can:

And to eadeavour after deing Spiritual Good

Becaufe, I know many Fraits of the Spirit are given,.
by thofe who hive them not themfelves,

Fridy April 25. 1740. My Brother and I fpent two
Hours in Converfation with Mr, Mo/ther. He now alfo

explicitly afirm’d, 1. Thatthere are o Degreesin Faith';.

that none has eny Faith who has ever any Doubt or
Fear: And 2. That every one who has not fuch a
Faith as e*{cludes all Doubt and Fear, ought, till he
has 1t, to be fil/; that is, as he e'-:pl'uned 1t, not to
ufe the Ordinances or Means of Grace, {o called. He
al{fo exprefly afferted, 1. That to thofe who have this
Faith, the Ordinances are not 8Matter of Duty. They
are not commazanded toufe them : They are free; they
n:2y ule them, or they mav wot: 2. That thofe who
have not this Faith, onghi yot to ufe them, (particu-
lariy not to f‘mnmumcatl,) Bacinfe Gon ne ;ther oM~
manis nov defigns they fhoald (commanding them to
none, defigning them only for Believers) And becaufe

they are not Means of Grace, there being no fuch thing

as any Means of Grace, but Chrift oz 1y
Sunday JFune z2q. Ipleached on Zitus 1. 8.. and en-
deavoured to inforce the Apoftle’s Doctrine, Thzt
taofe avho bave believed be cerefid to maintain good
IWorks. 'The Works I particulaily mentioned were,
Praying, Communicating, fearuﬂng the Scripture.:
}'eedmg the Hungry, clotl..hlng the Naked, aflilting che
Stran:er, and viiting or reficving thole that were > fick
or in Pnion Several of the Brethren bemng met in the
Evening, Mr, § ~e—7 told them, I had been preach-
A3 B 3

. ————
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ing up the Works of the Law: ¢ Which (added Mr
V) e Believers are no more bound to obey, thar
the Subjeds of England #o obey the Laaws of France.”

Wednefday Tuly 16, Going in the Evening to .Fefter-
Lane, 1 read (from an Old Book) to this effect :

‘“ The Scriptures are Good. Prayer i1s Good.
Communicating is Good. Relieving our Neighbour
is Good. But to one who is not born of Gop, none
-of thefe are Good, but all very Evil. For him to
read the Scriptures, or to pray, or to communicate,
or to do any Qutfide Work, is deadly Poifon. Firft,
let him be born of Gop, Till then let him not do
any of thefe things. For if he does, he deftroys him-
felf.”

After reading this twice or thrice over, as diftinétly
as I could, 1 ask'd, *° My Brethren, 1s this right or
is it wrong? Mr. B—anfwer’d immediately, ¢ It 1s
right. Itisall richt. It is the Truth: Andto this
we muft all come, or we never can come to Chrift.”

Sunday zo. I took my leave of Fetter-Lane, by read-
ing a Paper, the Subflance whereof was as follows.

“ You afferr, that there is mo Fuflifjing Faith,
where theré is ever any Doubt or Fear:

And that none eught to ufe what our Church terms
‘the Means of Grace, till he has fuch a Faith as excludes
all Doubt or Fear,

You have oftenafirm’d, that to fearch the Scriptures,
2o pray, or to communicate betore we have this Faith,
is, 70 feek Scluvation by Woerks: And that ull thefe
Works are laid afide, no Man can receive Faith.,

I believe thefe Affertions to be flatly contrary to the
Word of Gop, 1 have warned you hereof again and
again, and befought you, to turn back to the Law and
the Teftimeny. [ have berne with you long, hoping
vou would return. But as I find you nore and more
confirm’d 1 the Zrror of your Ways, nothing now re-
maine, but that Ifhould give you up to Gop.”

ﬁ::g::ﬁ 8 In my Letter to the Moravian Church, i
wrote as follows:

‘““ You mix much of Man’s Wifdom with the Wif-
dom of Goo. You greatly »efine the phin Religion,
tavght by the Letter of Holy Writ, and Philofophize

. on
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on almoft every part of .it. .Hence you talk much, in
a mannet wholly unfupported by Scripture, againft
mixing Nuture avith Grace, agamft Jmagination, and
concerning the Auimal Spirits, mimicking the Power
of the Foly :Ghoft. Hence you caution us againft
Animal Foy, Natural Love of one another, and Se/fi/5
Love of Gop; againft which or.any of them, there is
-no one: Caution in all the Bible.

““ You likewife greatly check Joy i the Holy Ghotft,
by fuch Cautions againft Senftble Comforts, as have no
tittle of Scripture to {upport them, And your Bre-
thren here damp the Zeal of Babes in Chrilt, talking
much of Felfe Zeal, and forbidding them to declare
what Gop has done for their Souls.

‘“ Laftly, you undervalue good Works, never pub-
Jickly infifting on the Neceflity of them. And when
fome of the Brethren have {poken of them, they put
‘them on a wrong foot, viz. If you find yourfelf mowved,
if your Heart is frce to it, then reprove, exhort, re-
lieve By this means you put an uncertain, inward
‘Motion, in the place of the Plain, written Word.”
Thurfday September 5. I met Count Z. Part of our

Converfation was as follows :

Z. I acknowledge no inherent Perfeétion. Chrift is
our only Perfection.

W. 1 believe, the Spirit of Chrift works Chriftian
Perfettion in true Chriftians.,

Z. By no means, All our Perfe@ion is in Chrift.
Faith in the Blood of Chrift, isthe only Chrittian Per-
feftion. The whole Chriftian Perfeltion, is imputed,
not inherent. We are pertect iz Ghriff. We are never
perfect ii ourfelves,

7. Is not then every True Believer Holy ?

Z, Certainly. DBut he 1s Holy 7z Ghriff, not iz
binfelf.

J¥. Butare not his Heart and Life Holy?

Z Undoubtedly.

W. Is he not, by Confequence, Holy in Himfelf?

Z. No, no. Only iz Chriff, He 15 not Holy iz
Himfelf. He has no Holinefs at all iz Himfelf.

7. Has he not the Love of Gop and of his Neigh-

bour in his Heart, yea, and the whole Image of Gonz.r‘-
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Z. He has.  But this is not Gofpel-Holinefs, Faith
is Gofpel-Holinefs.

7. You grant as much as I afirm. You own, the
whole Heuart, and the whole Life of a Believer are
Holy that he loves Gop with all his Heart, and ferves
him with all his Strength. I defire no more. This is
all [ mean by Perfe&ion or Chriftian tolinels.

Z. But this 1s not Holinefs. A Chriltian 15 not msre
Holy, when he has more, nor /efs Holy when he has
/efs of, this Love.

}'. How! Does not a Believer, as he grows in Love,
grow in Holinefs ?

Z. Inno wife. The Moment he is jultified, he is
{anftifed wholly, And he is neither more nor lefs
Holy, from that Moment, to his Death.

JV. Is not then a Father in Chrilt Holicr than a
New-born Babe?

Z. No. Lntire Sanétification and Entire Juftification
are 1n onc and the fame ftant, and neither of them
admits either of Increafe or Decreafe.

/7. But does not a Believer increafe (or grow). in the
Love of Gop? Is he made Perfeét in Love, as foon as
he is jufhiffed ?

Z. Heis. Henever increafes in the Love of Gobp.
He loves Gop mtirely at that Moment, as he Is in-
tirely {andlified.

It was fome time before this, viz. on Sunday, Fune
22, That from thofe Words of Feremiab, Stand ye in
te way, afk for the old Paths, 1took Occafion to give
a plain Account, of the manner wherein thefe Tares
were fown among the Good Seed; to this effect

“ About two Years ago it pleafed Gobn, to fhew
us the Old Puth, of Salvation by Faith. And many
{foon talted of this Salvation, being juffified freely,
hewing Peace avith Gob, rejoicing in bope of the Glory
of Gop, and h;‘tVing bis Lowve Jhoed ubroad in their
Heorts. Thefe now rau the Wway Gf _his Cgmm:;yd_
ments: They perfoimred theiwr Daty to Gop and Man.
They walked 1n ali the Ordinances of the Lord; and
thro’ thefe Mecws which he had appointed for that
End, received daily Grace to help in time of need,
and went on from Faith to Faith.

But
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But Eight or Nine Months ago, certain Men be-
can to athrm, that we had »o Fairb at all: That Faith
admits of 7o Degrecs, and confequently aveat Faith is
m truth zo Fasth: That no one is juflified, who is not
wholly Pure in Heart, and incapable of any Doubt or
Fear,

They afirm’d alfo, “ That there is no Commandment
i the New Teftament, but 20 Beliewe: that no other
Duty lies upon us; and that when a Man does be-
lieve, he 1s not bound or oblized to do any thing which
1s commanded there: In particular, that he is not S»6-
72t to Ordinances, that is, (as they explain’d 1t) is not
bound or obliged, to pray, to communicate, to read or
hear the Scriptures: but mey or may not do any of
thefe things (being now at Liberty, not in Bondage) ac-
cording as he 1s inchined, according as Ais Heart is free
to it, or not.

They farther affirmed, That a Beliewer cannot ufe
any of thefe as a Means of Grace : that indeed there
is no fuch thing in the World, asany Means of Grace :
that an Unbeliever ought nof #0 u/e them at all, not to
pray, not to fearch the Scriptures, or communicate ¢
but to be i/, to leave off thefe #orks of the Law, and
then he will foon receive Faith.

All thefe Afferticns I propofe to confider. The Firlt
was, that avea Faith is #0 Faith,

By aveat Fuith I underftand, 1. That which is mixed
with Fear, particularly of not enduring to the End.-
2. That which is mixed with Doubt, whether we have
not deceived ourfelves, and whether our Sins be indeed
forgiven? 3. That which has not yet fully purified
the Heart. And fuch is the Faith of almoft all Believ-
ers for a Seafon.

Yet that aveak Feit) is Faith, appears, 1. From S¢.
Paul, Him that is aveak in the Faith receive. 2. From
St. Fehn, {peaking of Believers who were little Chil-
dren, as well as of young Men and Fathers. 3. From
our Lord’s own Words, Wiy cre ye fearful, O ye of
little Faith 2 O thou of little Faith, awherefore 1 I[P
thon doxbt? I hawe trcyed for thee (Peter) that thy
foith fail thee not. ‘Therefore he then had Fuirk,

o Yet

s
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Yet fo weak was that Faih, that even grofs Sin that
Night prevailed over him.

Mord. 25. I confidered the fecond Affertion, That
there i1s but gne Commandmo:# 1n tihe New Teftament,
wig, To believe : that no ctier Duty lies upon us, and
that a Believer is not ob/iged to do any thing as com-
manded,

How grofs, palpable a Contradiftion is this, to the
whole Tenor of the New Teftament! Every Part of
which 1s full of Commandments, from St. Mutthew to
the Rewelation ] But it is enough to obferve, 1. That
this bold Affirmation is flatly contrary to our Lord’s
own Words, Whofoewer fhall break one of the leaft of
thele Commandments, fball be called leaft in the King-
dom of Heaqwen : for nothing can be more evident, than
that he here fpeaks of more than one, of feveral Com-
mandments ; which every Soul, Believer or not, is ob«
lized to keep, as commanded. 2. That this whole
Scheme is overturned, by that other Sentence of our
Lord, ?When you hawe done &/l that is commanded you,
Sy, We bave done na more than it avas our Duty 2o do,
3. That altho’ to do what Gop commands is a Belie-
ver's Privilege, that does not affect the Queftion. He
does it, neverthelefs, as his bounder Duty, and as a
Command of Gop. 4. That this is the furelt Evidence
of his Believing, according to our Lord’s own Words,
If ye love me, (which cannot be, unlefs ye believe)
kecp my Commendments. §. That to defire to do what
Gop commands, but not as a Command, is to affect not
Liberty, but Independency: Such Independency as St.
Piat had not ; for tho' the Truth bhad made bim free,
vet was he zof awithout Laww to Gob, but under the Law
to Chi4f : Such as the Holy Angels have not ; for they
Julfil bis Commandments, and hearken to the Voice of bis
Words: Yea, fuch as Chrift himielf had not; for as
the Father bad given him Cenvnandment, fo be [pare.

Tuef. 24. The Subftance of my Expofition in the
Morning, on, Wiy yet are ye fubjel? to Ordinances ?
was, —

From hence it has been inferred, that Chriftians are
not {ubjeét to the Ordinances of Chrift: That Believ-

e1s
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ers need not, and Unbelievers may nof ufe them ; thele
are not obliged, and thofe are not permitted {o to do.

But with how little Reafon this has been inferred,
will {ufficiently appear to all who confider,

1. That the Ordinances here fpoken of by St. Pau/,
are evidently Fewifb Ordinances, {uch as, Touch not,
Tafte not, Hanale not, and thofe concerning Meats and
Drinks, and Neww Moons, 2. That confequently, this
has no Reference to the Ordinances of Chriff, {uch as
Prayer, Communicating, and Searching the Scriptures.
3. That Chrift himfelf taught, Men ought always to
pray ; and commands, fo fearch the Scriptures, and to
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, in Remems
brance of bim. 4. That the Commands of Chrift oblige
a// who are called by his Name, whether (in Stritnefs)
Believers or Unbelievers ; feeing awbhofocver breaketh

the leaft of thofe Commandments, fhall be called leaft in
the Kingdom of Heawen,

In the Evening I preached on, Caff #ot away your
Confidence, awbich hath great Recompence of Reward.

“ Ye who have known and felt yourfelves forgiven,
caft not away your Confidence, 1. Tho’ your Joy die
away, your Love wax cold, and your Peace itfelf be
roughly affaulted : Tho, 2. you fhould find Doubt or
Fear, or ftrong and uninterrupted Temptation: Yea,
tho’, 3. you fhould find a Body of Sin in you, and
thrufting fore at you, that you might fall,

‘The firlt Cafe may be only a fulfilling of your Lord’s
Words, Yet a little wbile and ye fhall not fee me. But
he will come unto you again, and your Heart fhall re-
joice, and your _7oy no Man taketh from you,

Your being in firong Temptation, yea, though it
fhould rife fo high, as to throw you into an Agony, is
ne more a Proof, that you are not a Believer, than

our Lord’s Agony was a Proof, that he was not the
Son of Gob.

Your finding Sin #emaining in you fill, is no Proof
that you are not a Believer. Sin does remain in one -
that “is juftified, tho’ it hath not Dominion over him.
" Yor all Things are not already become new. Bug fear
not. Yét a little while, and ye fhall receive Power
from on high, to parify yourfelves, even as ke is pure.
) Wed.
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Wed 25, From thofe Words, #£// Scrigture is given
by ﬁ:/}zmz‘wﬂ of GOD, I took occaﬁon to fpeaL of the
Ordinances of Gob, as they are Means of Grace.

Altho’ this Expreﬁion MMeans q/" Giace, be not found
in Scripture, yet the Senfe of 1t undemab]y 15, For
Gop hath in Scripture ordained Prayer, Reading or
Hearing, and receiving the Lord’s Supper, as ordinar ry
Means of conveying his Grace to Man. And firfl,
Pmyer For thus faith the Lord, ﬁ’_/ﬁ end it fhall be
given you. If any Man lack W ifdem, let bim aft of
Gop. Here Gon plainly ordains Prayer, as the
Means of receiving whatloever Grece we want @ Parti-
cularly that Wifdom from above, which 1s the chief
Fruit of the Grace of Gop.

Here likewife Gop commands all to pray, who de-
fire to receive any Grace from him, Here is no Re-
ftrition as to Beliewers or Unbelicwers 5 but leaft of all
as to Unbelievers ; for fuch doubtlefs were moft of thofe
to whom he faid, 4/ andit [hall be given you.

We know indeed the Prayer of an Unbellever 15 full
of Sin. And yet it is not loft. Witnefs that Word,
Cornelius, thy Prayers and thine dlms, are come up ﬁ?r
a Memorial before Gop.

Thurf. 26, I thew’d, 1. That to fearch (i.e. read
and hear) #he Scriptures, 1s a Command of Gop. 2.
That this Command 1s given to all, Brlievers or Unbe-
liewers, 3. That this 1s commanded or ordained, as a
Means of Grace, a Means of conveying the Grace of
God to all, whether Unbelievers ({uch as thofe to whom
he firft gave this Command, and thofe to whom Fzith
cometh by Hearing) or Bc’/m;ﬁu who by Experience
know, that a/l Scripiure is rqﬁmﬁ/e (or a Means to
this End) that the Meou of God may be perfelt, throughly

Surnifbed to all good Worts.
Frid. 27. I preached on, Do #his, in Remembrance of

;me.

“ You have heard, that none but thofe who are
converted, who have received the Holy Ghoft, who are
Believers in the full Senfe, may do this ; Becaufe this
is ot a converting Ordmance

Is it not? Do not many of you know, the very Be-

gmnmfr of your thorough Ca.«'zw; fion to Gop, was
2 ~ wrought
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wrought at the Lord's Supper ? And does not one fuch
Inftance, overthrow that whole Affertion @

And did not our Lord himfelf ‘command thofe very
Men, who had not then received the Holy Ghoft, who
(in the full Senfe of the Word) were not Believers, to
do this in Remembrance of him 2 Here the Precept is
clear. And to thefe he delivered the Bread and Wine

with his own Hards.

Sat, 28, I thew’d at large, That the Lord’s Supper
was ordained by Gop, to be’ {ordinarily} a Means of
conveying to. Man, either preventing, or juflifying, or
fondifying Grace, according to their feveral Neceflities ;
and, 2, That the Perfons for whom it was ordained,
are all thofe who ézow and fee/ that they avaur bis
Grace, either to reftrain them from Sin, or to fbeaw
their Sins forgiven, or to remew their Souls i the Image
of Gop. _
- It is-now eafy to fee, wherein the Difference lies,
hetween the Moravian Dotriné and ours,

They believe and teach, |

1. That Chrift has done all wwhich avas neceffary for
the Salvation of all Mankind.

2. 'That confequently, we are to do nothing, as ne-
ceffary to Salvation, but fimply to believe in him.

3. That there is but oze Duty now, but one Cor-
mand, viz. To believe in Chrift.

4. That Chrift has taken away all other Com-
mands and Duties, having wholly abolifhed the Law :
That a Believer 1s therefore fiee from the Law, is not
sbliged thereby to do or omit any Thing; it being in~
confiftent with his Liberty to do any thing as com-
mandeds

5. That there 1s no fuch thing as Degrees in Faith,
or weak Faith ; fince he has »o Faith, who has any
Doubt or Fear.,

0. That we are fanéiified wholly the Moment we are
juftified, and are neither more nor Ze/s holy to the Day
of our Death ; Entire Sanitification, and entire Juftis
hication, being in one and the fame Inftant.

7. That a Believer is never fanttified or holy i
himfelf, but in Chrifft only 3 He has no Molinefs in him-
Jelfat all, all his Holinefs being fmputed, not inberent.

8. Thi, a Man may feel a Peace which paﬁ'ethdall

B unde;=
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Wed. 23, From thofe Words, £/ Scripture is given
by [.rz/ﬁm?rza;r of Gop, I took occafion to fpeaL of the
Ordinances of Gop, as they are Means of Grace.

Altho’ this Expreflion, Means qf' Giace, be not found
in Scripture, yet the Senfe of it undemably is, For
Gop hath in Scripture ordained Prayer, Reading or
Hearing, and receiving the Lord’s Supper, as ordinary
Means of conveying his Grace to Man. And furfl,
Prayer. For thus faith the Lord, A/t end it fhall be
given you. If any Man lack 1 ifdem, let him afk of
Gop. Here Gop plainly ordains Prayer, as the
Means of receiving whatfoever Grace we want @ Parti-
cularly that Wifdom from above, which is the chief
Fruit of the Grace of Goo.

Here likewife Gop commands all to pray, who de-
{ire to receive any Grace from him., Here 15 no Re-
ftrition as to Beliewers or Unbelicwers 3 but leaft of all
as to Unbelievers ; for fuch doubtlefs were moft of thofe
to whom he faid, df and it fball be given you.

We know indeed the Prayer of an Unbehever 1s full
of Sin. And yet it is not loft. Witnefs that Word,
Cornelius, thy Prayers and thine Alms, are come up ﬁr
a ﬂfﬂﬂw 1al before Gop.

Thurf. 26. I fhew’d, 1. That to fearch (i. e. read
and hear) the Scriptures, 1s a Command of Gop. 2.
That this Command 1s given to all, Brlievers or Unbe-
liewers. 3. That this is commanded or ordained, as a
Means of Grace, a Means of conveying the Grace of
God to all, whether Unbelievers (fuch as thole to whom
he firft gave this Command, and thofe to whom Faith
cometh by Hearing) or Bé’/zwfu, who by Experience
know, that 4/l Scripture is pr&ﬁz‘ﬂﬂf (or a Means to
this End) that the Moun of God may be perfelt, throughly
Surnifbed to all good Works.

Frid. 27. 1 preached on, Do this, in Remembrance of
e,

‘“ You have heard, that none but thofe who are
converted, who have received the Holy Ghoff, who are
Bf/szrs in the full Senfe, w4y do this : Becaufe this

is not a converting Ordinance.

Isit not? Do not many of you know, the very Be-
ginning of your thorough Cazzw fion to Gob, was

2 wrought
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wrought at the Lord’s Supper ? And does not one {uch
Inftance, overthrow that whole Affertion ?

And did not our Lord himfelf ‘command thofe very
Men, who had not then received the Holy Ghoff, who
(in the full Senfe of the Word) were not Beliewers, to
do this in Remembrance of him 2 Here the Precept is
clear. And to thefe he delivered the Bread and Wine
with his own Hards.

Sat, 28. I thew’d at large, That the Lord’s Supper
was ordained by Gop, to be (ordinarily) a Means of
conveying to  Man, either preventing, or juflifying, or
fanftifying Grace, according to their feveral Neceflities ;
and, 2z, That the Perfons for whom it was ordained,
are all thofe who Anow and fee/ that they avant bis
Grace, either to reftrain them from Sin, or to fhew
their Sins forgiven, or to renewv their Souls in the Image
of Gop. .
- It is- now eafy to f{ee, wherein the Difference lies,
between the Morawian Dotrine and ours,

They believe and teach, |

1. That Chrift has dome all wwhich awas neceffary for
the Salvation of all Mankind.

2. That confequently, we are to do aothing, as ne-
ceffary to Salvation, but fimply z0 believe in him.

3. That there is but one Duty now, but one Cor-
mand, viz. To believe in Chrift.

4. That Chrift has taken away all other Coz-
mands and Duties, having wholly abolifhed the Laav :
‘That a Believer 1s therefore fiee from the Laaw, is not
sbliged thereby to do or omit any Thing ; it being ine
confiftent with his Liberty to do any thing as com-
mandeds

5. That there is no {uch thing as Degrees in Faith,
or wweak Faith ; fince he has »o Faith, who has any
Doubt or Fear.

6. That we are fanétified wholly the Moment we are
juftified, and are neither more nor /efs holy to the Day
of our Death ; Entire Saniification, and entire Jufti-
fication, being iz one and the fame Inftant.

7. That a Believer is never fantified or holy ix
himfelf, but in Chrift only ; He has wo Holinefs in bim-
Jelfat all,y all his Holinels being imputed, not suberent.

8. Thi. a Man may feel a Peace which pafleth all
B unde;-
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Underftanding, may rejoice with Joy full of Glory,
and have the Love of Gob and of all Mankind, with
Dominion over all Sin; and yet all this may be only
Nature, animal Spirits, or the Force ot Imagination, -

9. That if a Man regards Prayer, or {earching the
Scriptures, or Communicating, as Matter of Duty; if
he judges himfelf ob/iged to do thefe Things, or is
troubled when he does them not; He is in Bondage ;
he has no Faith at all, but is feeking Salvation by the
Works of the Law.

10. That therefore till we believe, we ought to be
fll 5 1. e. not to pray, fearch the Scriptures, or coms-
municate. |

We believe that the firft of thefe Propofitions 15 am-
biguous, and all the reft utterly falle.

1. “° Chrift has done all that was neceffary, for the

Salvation of all Mankind.”

This is ambiguous. Chrift has not dbne a// which
was neceflary for the ab/folute Salwation of all Mankind.
For notwithftanding all that Chrift has done, he that
believeth not fhall be damned. But he has dowe al/
which was neceflary for the Conditional Salvation of all
Mankind ; 7. e. 1f they believe ; for thro’ his Merits
all that believe to the End with the Faith that work-
eth by Love fhall be faved.

2.'““ Weare to do nothing as neceflary to Salvation,
but fimply #0 beliewe in him.

If we allow the Count’s Definition of Faith (Sixteen
Dilcourfes, p. 57.) viz. The Hifforical Knowledge of
this Truth, that Chrift bas been a Man, and fuffered Death
JSar us, then is this Propofition dire@ly {ubverfive of the
whole Revelation of Jefus Chriit.

3. *“ There 15 but one Duty now, but one Command,
wiz, To believe in Chrift,

Almoft every Page in the New Teftament, proves the
Falfehood of this Affertion,

4. ** Chnft has taken away all other Commands
and Duties, having wholly abolithed the Law.

How ablfolutely contrary 1s this to his own folemn
Declaration ! Zhink not that I am come to deftroy the
Law or the Propictse I am not come to deftroy, but to

fulfil.  One jfot or one Tittle foall in no avife pafs from
the Laaw, till Heayen and Earth pafs. -*¢ There-
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“ Therefore a Believer is fiee from the Laaw,” That
he 1s free from the Curfe of the Law we know, and that
he is free from the Law, or Power, of Sin and Deatl,
But where is it written, that he 18 free frem the Laau
of God? You may as well fay, He 15 free from
Love, or Heaven.

““ He is not obliged thereby to do or omit any thing;
it being inconfiftent with his Liberty to do any thing
as commanded.

So your Liberty, 1s 2 Liberty to difooey Gop ;5 where-
as ours 15, a Liberty to obey him in all Things. So
erofsly, while ave effablifp the Law, do you make wsid

the Law thro’ Faith.
g. ¢ There 1s no fuch thing as Degrees in Faith Eor

weak Faith. lde has o Faith who has any Doubt or

Fear,”
O why will you thus make Gop a Liar? Is there

not Knowledge 1n the Moft High ?

. 6. ¢ We are fandified avholly the Moment we are
juftified, and are neither more nor lefs boly to the Day
of our Death: Entire Sanfification and entire Juftifica-

tion being in one and the fame Inftant.”
Juft the contrary appears both from the Tenor of

Gobp’s Word, and the Experience of his Children.

7. ‘A Believer 15 never {anttified or holy in Aim-
Jfelf, but in Chriff only. He has no Holinefs 7z hin-
felf at all 5 all his Holinels being smpuzed, not inkereus.

Scripture-fHolinefs is, the Image of Gobp ; :the Mind
which was i Chriit ; the Love of Gop and Man ;
Lowlinefs, Meekaels, Gentlenefs, Temperance, Pati-
ence, Chaftity, And do you coolly aflirm, That this
15 only zmputed to a Believer, and that he has none at
all of this Holinefs 7z him ? Is Temperance imputed
only to him that is a Drunkard {ull? Or, Chaftity, to
her that goes on in Whoredom ? Nay; but a Believer
1s #eally chafte and temperate. And if {o, he is, thus
far, holy ix bimfelf.

Does a Believer love Gop, or does he not ?  If he
does, he has the Love of Gop iz him. Is he lowly,
or meek, or patient at all # If he is, he has thefe
Tempers 7n bimfelf. And if he has them not iz Aim-

Jeif, he 1s not lowly, or meck, or patient. You can-
not .
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not therefore deny, that every Believer has Holirefs
in, tho’ not frem, himiclf 1 Elle you. deny, that he is
holy atall ; and 1f {o, he cannot fee the Lord,

Ard indeed, if Holinefs in general be the Mind which
was in Chrift, what can any one poflibly meanby, “ A
Believer is not holy in bimfelf, but in Chrift only ? 'That
the Mind which was in Chrift 1s in a Believer alflo; but
%t 15 in him, not @z himfelf, but in Chriff ! What a Heap
of palpable Self-contradittion, what {enfelefs Jargon is
this ? |

8. “ A Man may feel a Peace which pafleth all
Underftanding, may rejoice with Joy full of Glory,
and have the Love of Gop and all Mankind, with
Ifominion over ali Sin ; and yet all this may be only
Naotare, animal Spirits, or the Force of Imagination.”

We believe this to be a grofs blaiphemous Untruth,
by which you have much grieved the Spirit of Gop.

Ve pray Gop, he may not give you up to the Blind-
nels of your Hearts, neither let you follow your own
imuaomations.

g. ‘* If a Man regards Prayer, or fearching the Scrip-
tures, or Communicating, as AMeatter of Duty, if he
sadges himfelf obliced to do thefe Things, or is trou-
vies, when he docs them not: He 15 iz Londage, he has
no Feieh at all, but is feeking Salvation by the Warks
of the Law.™

Thus . Ofedience, with you, 15 a Proof of Unlelief,
and Difobedience a Proof of fr24! What is 1t, to
put Darknefs for Light, and Light for Darknefs, if
this 13 not ?

10. *“ Therefore, till we believe, we ought to be
iz, 1. e. Not te pray, fearch the Scriptures, or com-
municate.’”’ -

Firft, We muft give up our Bibles. For the Way
they teach, is direttly contrary to thi,

Thefe Ten Propofitions contain the main Differen-
ces between us and the Moerawian Brethren, Al
the{e we renounce, deteft and abhor, Whenever they
will publickly renounce them alfo, we fhall with them
good Luck in the Name of the Lord, and rejoice to be

their Servants for Chrift’s fake.

My 20, vae. JOHN WESLEY.,
- Landen, CHARLES WESLEY.
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Matt. vii. 7.
Ak and it fball be given you.

To Thee who wou'd{t not have me die,
But know the Truth and live:
Open mine Eyes to {ee thy Face,
Work in mine Heart the faving Grace,
The Life Eternal give.
2. Shut up in Unbelief I groan,
And blindly ferve a Gop Unknown,
Till Thou the Veil remove,
The Gift unfpeakable impart
And write thy Name upon my Heart,
And manifelt thy Love.
3. I know the Work 1s only Thine,
The Gift of Faith is all Divine;
But if on Thee we call,
Thou wilt the Benefit beftow,
And give us Hearts to feel and know -
‘That thou haft died for AllL
4. Thou bidft us knock and enter in,
Come unto Thee, and reft from Sin,
The Bleflings {feek and find.:
Thou bidft us ask thy.Grace and have,
Thou can'lt, Thou wou’dft this Moment fave,.
Both me and all Mankind.
~. Be 1t according to thy Word,
Now let me find my pard’ning Lord,
Let what 1 ask be given ;
The Bar of Unbelief remove, -
Open the Door of Faith'and Love,

And take me into Heaven,

B 3 Lyt

1. Q UTHOR of Faith, to Thee I cry,
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Matt, vi. 6.

But z‘ém when thou prayeft enter into thy
- Clofet, &c.

FATHER of Jesus Curist my Lorp,
I humbly feek thy Face, -
Incourag’d by the Saviour’s Word
To ask thy Pard’ning Grace.
. Entring into my Clofet I
The bufy WorId exclude,
In fecret Prayer for Mercy cry,
And groan to be renew’d.
3. Far from the Paths of Men to thee
I folemuly resire,
See, Thou that doi’c in {ecret fee,
And grant my Heart’s Defire.
4. Thy Grace I languifh to receive,
T'he Spirit of Love and Power,
Blamelels before thy Face to live,
T'o live and fin no more. —
5. Fam would I all thy Goodnefs feel,
And know my Sins forgiven,
And do on Earth thy pertect Will
As Angels do i Heaven.
6. U Father, glorify thy Son,
And grant what 1 require,
Yor ]Fsvs fake the Gift fend down,
And an{wer me by Fire.
3. Kindle the Flame of Love within
That may to Heaven afcend,
And now in Grace the Work berm
Y hich thall m Glory end,

i

Thon
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‘______—._—-———-—-——————

Ifai. Ixiv. s.

Thou meeteft thofe that remember thee i

tny Ways.

1., YOME, Lorp, toa Soul
That waits in thy Ways,

That ftays at the Pool
Expelting thy Grace:
T'o {ee thy Salvation,

And prove all they Will,

With fure Expeltation
I calmly ftand ftill.
3. With Fafting and Prayer
My Saviour I feek,
And liften to hear
The Comforter {peak ;
In Searching and Hearing
The Life-giving Word
I wait thy Appearing,
I look for my Lord.
3. Becaufe Thou haft faid
Do this for my fake.
The Myftical Bread
I oladly partake:
I thirft for the Spirit
T hat flows from above,
And long to inherit
Thy Fulnefs of Love,
d. Tis here | look up,
And grafp at thy Mind,
Here o#/y 1 hope
Thine Image to find
The Means of beftowing
Thy Gifts I embrace;
But all things are owing
To Jesus’s Grace.

Mes
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Luke xviil. 1.

Men oUuGHT always to pray and not 1o
- famnt,

OME vye Followers of the Lord,
In Jesu’s Service join,
JEsus gives the facred - Word,
The Ordinance Divine;

Let us his Command obey,

And ask and have whate’er we want,
Pray we, every Moment pray,
And never never faint.

2. Place no longer let us give -
To the Cld Tempter’s Will,

Never more our Duty leave
While Satan cries oe fFill}

Stand ye inthe Antient Way,

And here with Gop ourfelves acquaint,
Pray we, e.

3. Be it Wearinefs and Pain
To {lothful Flefh and Blood,
Yet we a:// the Crofs {uftain,
And blefs the welcome Load.
All our Grief to Gop difplay,
And humbly pour out our Complaint.
- Pray we, .
4. Let us patiently endure,
And full our Wants declare 3

All the Promiles are fure
To Perfevering Prayer;

Till we {ee the Perfeét Day,

And each wakes up a finlefs Saint,
Pray we, {Jc.

¢. Pray we on, when all-renew’d,
And perfected in Love,
Till we fee the Saviour-Gop

Delcending from above, All
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All his heavenly Charms furvey

Beyond what Angel-Minds can paint,
Pray we, {Je.

6. Pray we in the Realms of Light

Tlll we behold his Face,

Faith fhall there be loft in Sight,
And Prayer in endlefs Praife ;

Blelt thro’ one Eternal Day

Poffeft of All that Gop can grant
There we cannot, need not, pray,
For Heaven 1s All we want.

A Prayer for Believers in ‘Temptation,

EE XK Patient Son of Gop and Man,

With us in our Temptation ftay,
Our fainting feeble Minds {uftain,

And keep throughout the Evil Day
(The Evil Day of Doubts and Fears,
And Fightings,) till thy Face appears,

2. We have not an High-Prieft in Thee

Who cannot our Afflictions feel,

The Tempted Soul’s Infirmity

With kind Concern aftects Thee flill,
Touach’d with our every Grief Thou art,
And bleeds for us thy pitying Heart.

3. For us by Men and Fiends ditrett,

For us by various Paffions torn,
Who toil to enter into Rett,

Who for thy {fecond Coming mourn,
And fill thy Sacred Sorrows up,

And drink thine Agonizing Cup.
4. Companions to the “Man of Woe,

O let us {uill with Thee abide,
Tempted alas ! to let Thee go,

And ftart from the Command afide,

By every Wind of Do&rine driven
T¢ feck a Broader Way to Heaven.

5. Yes,
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s. Yes, Lord, with deepeft Shame we own
Our Wearinefs of all thy Ways,
Our Hafte to throw thy Burthen down,
Nor bear the Hidings of thy Face,
Nor wait till Thou create us new,
And give the Crown to Conqueft due,
6. We fear’d to wait thy Leifure, Lorp,

Or make the Crown thro’ Sufferings fure,

Nature the Dreadufl Crofs abhors’d,
Nor would we to the End endure,
But fnatch a cheap fallacious Peace,
And reft in fancied Holinels.
7. Ah, do not let thy Sleep depart
Wide-fcatter'd in the Cloudy Day,
But crofs th’ Angelic Tempter’s Art,
Rut fpoil the Lion of his Prey,
Nor let us from our Hope remove,
Our Gofpel-Hope of Perfect Love.
. Us, and our Brethren in Diftrefs
Patient within thy Kingdom keep,
Sure all thy Fulnefs to poflefs
Our Harveft in the End to reap,
Thy finlefs Nature to retrieve,
And glorious in thine Image hive,

For
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For thofe that are turned out of the Way.

i. (YAVIOUR, toTheewehumbly cry:
The Brethren we have loft reftore,
Recall them by thy Pitying Eye,

Retrieve them from the Tempter’s Power,
By thy vi€torious Blood caft down,

Nor fuffer him to take their Crown.
2. Beguil'd alas! by Satan’s Art

We f{ee them now far off remov’d,
The Burthen of our bleeding Heart,

The Souls whom once in Thee we lov'd,
Whom ftill we love with Gnief and Pain,
And weep for their Return m vain.

7. In vain, till Thou the Power beftow,

The double Power of quick’ning Grace,
And make the Happy Sinners know

Their Tempter with his Angel-Face,
Who leads them Captive at his Will,
Captive——=but Happy Sinners hills

4. O wow'd'ft thou break the fatal Snare,

Of Carnal Self-fecurity,

And let them fee/ the Wrath they bear,
And let them groan their Want of Thee,

Robb’d of their falfe Pernicious Peace,
Their Self-(imputed) Righteouinefs.
. The Men of Carelefs Lives, who deem

Thy Righteoufnels Aecounted Theirs,

Awake out of the foothing Dream,
Alarm their Souls with humble Fears,

Thou jealous Gon, fhr up thy Power,

And let them fleep in Sin no more.

6. Lf:ng
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6. Long as the Guilt of Sin fhall laft
~ Themin 1ts Mifery detain,
Hold their Licentious Spirits faft, =
'Bind them with their own Nature’s Chain,
- Nor ever let the: Wanderers reft S
Till lodg'd again in Jesus’ reall.




