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THE
C A S Kk
OF THE
Uxnuarrpy PE OPLE
o |
CUSTRIN.

% T 8HE Engli/b Reader has before now
e been informed, through the Channel
of the public News-Papers, of the total De-
firuion of the City of Cuffrin, and feveral
other Inftances of Cruelty committed by the
Ruffians in the Province of the New-Murk.

But there being a Colle&tion to be made in
England, Scotland, and other Proteftant Coun-

tries, for the Benefit of the unhappy Suffercrs;
it will not be improper to give fome farther
A 2 - Account
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Account of the unparallel’d Barbarities of thefe
Troops, by which the Inhabitants are reduced
to the loweft Ebb of Mifery, To relate all the
Particulars thercof, or even the greateft Part
of them, would perhaps be as needlefs, as 1t
1S 1mpoﬁible The mentioning of a few will
be enough to convince every. body of the un-
{peakable Hardfhips and Diftrefs that Country
Jabours under, and to excite the Compatiion
of thofe who have it in their Power, and are-
charitably inclined to relieve them, 1n {fome
meafure, out of their Abundance the Lorn

has blefled them with.

Shocking as this Account will appear to be,
the Public may neverthelefs depend upon its
being firi¢tly true, as may be proved by au-
thentic Letters from Perfons of undeniable Cha-

racter, who have been Eye-witnefies of it.

Owards the latter End of Fune 1758,
the Ru/fians entered the New w-Mark, and

{vized upon the Fortrefs of Dii¢fen, and totally
plun-
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plundered the City of Friedberg, Selenéw, &c.
1¢ would be endlefs to enumerate all the hor-
rid Scenes of Villany and Outrage committed
in thefe Places by them. The Cafe of poor
Mr. Sch may ferve as a dbpecimen of the’
reit : He was heretofore one of the moft fub-
frantial Inhabitants of Sefenow ; but after ha-

ving been dangeroufly wounded in four dif-

+ ferent Places of his Body, was robbed of every

thing. His Wile was forced to fee her In-
fant of which fhe was delivered but feven
Days before, fall a Victim to their Fury,
and fhe herfelf left to perifth in a Wood, In
thort; the whole Province is laid wafte and
defolate, and a great many People formerly
1 Aﬁiuence are now quite naked, and defti-
tute of the Neceflaries of Life, and conftrained
to beg. The Nobility and Gentry fhared the
farne Fate with others. Even the Ladies of
Quality have not been fpared; many of whom
have miferably loft their Lives. But nothing
comes up to the inhuman Treatment the
Clergy bave met with in thefe Places. They
feemed to be fixed upon, in an efpecial man-
ner, as the propereft Obje&ts upon which to

gh-.at their more than brutal Fury Their Wives
and
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and Daughters have been fhamefully abufed;.
the Minifters burnt in Straw, fhot with Piftols;
ftabbed with Pikes and Swords; had their
Limbs cut off, and their Bodies otherwife un-
mercifully tore and mangled.

Here it would be proper to fay fométhing
of the Coffacks and Calmucks in particular,
who {erve as Irregulars in the Rufian Army,
and have above all others dene the greateit
Midchief: But an Acecount of their Shape,
Drefs, Arms, Religion, Way of Living and
tighting, having already appesred in the
News-Papers, it would be fuperfluous to re-
peat it. It is no FiGion that the Calnucks
live much vpon human Flefh, and are efpe-
cizlly very greedy of little Children’s ; what
they cannot eat at once they carry along with
them. OSome Time ago a Portmanteau was
found in the Road with half a Child in 1t
and thus too many poor Parents have loft
their Children. One of their own Officers faid,
- Itisa Sign of Gop’s wrath againft the Neaw-
* Mark, that he fuffers thele People to en-

» - ?
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The 14th and 15th of Auguf? the Siege of
Cuftrin began. A neighbouring Gentleman

defcribes it thus: ¢ On Tuefday Morning at
¢ Eight o’Clock a terrible Cannonading com-

¢ menced. An Hour and a half after a pro-
¢ digious Fire was feen, and continued afcend-
¢ ing as from a burning Furnace for twenty-
¢ eight Hours. At firft it was the general
¢ Opinion, that it was only the Suburbs on
¢ this Side, which the Commandant himfelf
¢ had fet Fire to: But we {oon difcovered
< from fome Ruffian Officers that it was the
¢ City itfclf, and that the Suburbs were fill

° remaining. It was certainly a great Fault of
¢ the General that he did not.burn thefe Sub-

¢ urbs before the Enemy arrived, fince be-
“ hind them General Fermor could very con-
¢ veniently ere@ his Batteries, under the Cover
¢ of the lérge Houfes, without Oppofition.
¢ A Ruffian Lieutenant-Colonel told us, that
¢ the lamentable Shrieks and Cries of the dif-
“ trefled Inbabitants had even raifed Compaf-
“ fion in his Heart. It contributed very much
‘ to the heightening of their Calamity, that,
¢ contrary to the Rules of War, the City was

‘ not fummoned by a Trumpet, but in an

¢ Inftant
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¢ Inftant {et on Fire ; for which reafon a great
“ many People were {o affrighted as to fly
¢ away nzked. Not one Dwelling-houfe is re-
© maining. Every thing 1s confumed by the
¢ Flames, except a {mall Chapel for the Ufe
¢ of the Garrifon, and the Prifon, which ftand
‘in 2 YWood. At that Time an immenfe
¢ Quantity of very valuable Things were trea~
¢ fured up in Cufirin, being looked upon by
¢ every one in the Country to be the fafeft
¢ Place in which to {ecure their Effe¢ts. The
¢ Royal Exchequer, containing more than ten
¢ Millions of Rixdollers; the Arfenal; the
¢ Archieves of the Kingdom of Pruffiz; the

¢ moft valuable Efﬂ.&s of Gold and Silver,
¢ together with the Church-Plate, which was
¢ conveved thither from almoft every Town
¢ and Village, were all deftroyed by the rage-
 ing Flames. During the Siege of this un-
¢ happy Town the Enemy have fhewn a
¢ moit abominable Delight at its Deftruction :
¢ When the Fire feemed to be abated and the
¢ Flames to be quenched a little, they imme-
¢ diately throwed Bombs and Fire-balls into
¢ it again, till it began to burn with greater

¢ leence and fuch Difcharges having done
- ‘ ‘ the
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¢ the defired Execution, great Rejoicings, at-
¢ tended with Mufic, were heard in the Ene-

‘ my’s Camp. Thus the Capltal of the New-
¢ Mark was laid level with the Ground.. This
¢ City, before its deplorable Fate, contained
¢ large, new and {tately Buildings three Sto-
‘ ries high, the Royal Palace, the Seffion-
‘ Houfe for the Regency of the New-Mark,
° the Exchequer, Oc. and was a flourifhing

< tradmn' Town, having two navigable Rivers
¢ the Oder and the I/Varta But here the Mis-

¢ fortune_did not end: The terrible Cata-
¢ fraphe of Cufrin was followed by many bad
< Confequences to the neighbouring Places.
¢ The whole Country now being laid open,
¢ the neareft Villages, Churches and all, were
¢ direCtly-plundered, and reduced likewife to
¢ Athes, In one of thefe Vlllages three of
¢ the Inhabitants were killed : in another above
¢ half of the People burnt alive, Old and
“ young, little Children not excepted, have
¢ been drove with Pikes and Spears into the

“ midft of the Flames.’

The 24th of Auguf?, at Noon, the Siege
of Cuftrin was raifed, -the Reafon of which
B was
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was the uncxpeted and providential Arrival
of the King of Pruffia with 20,000 Men.

The 25th that ever memorable and glo-
rious Victory at Zorndorf happened, which
the King of Pruffiz obtained over the Ruffian
Forces, which, according to all Probability,
coniifted of more than $0,0co Men.

During and after the A&ion the Rufians
{fet Fire to feven of the fineft and moft opt-
lent Villages in the whole Country: And, to
increale the Calamity, the Csffacks and: Cal-
nucks, during the Conflagration, ranged about,
committing the moft unheard of Cruelties.

Befides what has been already mentioned,
the following horrid Fa&s are not to be
cmitted. The {cattered Inhabitants of #7/-
kersdarf that were ftill alive, thinking to fave
themielves by taking Refuge in the Churches,
tocked themfelves up in them, but the Coffacks
forced themf{elves in, and fhot, {tabbed, and cut
to Pieces both old and young. Few efcaped
by the Swiftnefs of their Heels. At Quartfben
fcven murdered People lay on. the Ground,

among
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among whom were found the Body of «
young Gentleman’s Tutor, entirely mangled,
two Clerks of the Bailift of that Riding, a
Mother, who had been thot, and her Ddllﬂ‘h-
ter, eight Years old, lying near her, cut to
Pieces, likewife a Woman big with Child,
run through with a Pike. A Father from Ca-
i, had his don of but two Years of Age,
ftabbed 1n his Arms. The Minifter of Begers-
dorf pafling over the Oder, was laid hold on
by the Co offacks, they faftened a Rope round
his Body, then jumped with their Horfes in
the:Water, and dragged the unhappy Gentle-

man through the Water alopg with them.
The Prifoners they take from us, muft fuffer

Woant very often, and they even fhew them
Mercy 1f they give them the Parings of Tur-
nips and the Crufts of their coarfe Bread.

At Wilkersdorf, where they deftroyed half
of the Inhabitants by Fire and Sword, they

chained above forty-five People together, and

thus compelled them to run along with them
by the Side of their Horles. Among thefe

unhappy ones there were feveral Mothers
with their Sucklings. Whenever thefe poor
B 2 ' Wretches
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Wretches begged for Bread, &c. they took
them by the Hair of their Heads, and fa pul-

ling them on the Grafs, commanded them to
eat it.

Sometimes they were conftrained to kneel
down and fay their Prayers, then they fhar-
pened their Knives before their Eyes, which
cruel Preparations {eemed to indicate their
immediate Difpatch: when at laft Horles
were Killed, and their Fleth divided among
them, without Bread or Salt, which they
were forced to live upon during the Time of
three Weeks, and being afterwards releafed,;
a great many of them have fince died.

And in this manner many thoufands more
have perithed. The reft that efcaped with
their Lives, are reduced from a decent and
reputable Condition to a State of Want and
Beggary.

It would melt any Heart to fee the Trees,
Gardens and Houfes, . in fome Places for
twenty Miles round, entirely fuined and de<
firoyed, and the People, for want of Utentils,

. Cattle
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Cattle and Men, unable to cultivate their
Land. '

This 1s but a fhort and imperfe@ Sketch
of the prefent miferable Situation of the New-

Marz. But perhaps enough has been faid to
raife the Compaffion of all true Proteftants

and Chriftians.

Such as are defirous to know more of it;
will be pleafed to read the Extra&s of two
other Letters on the fame Subje&, lately
printed by Mr, William Straban.

Gi\2xiens

N Ay Gobp in his infinite Mercy preferve

the Inhabitants of this and all other
Countries from fuch Enemies, whofe tender
. Mercies are perfe& Cruelties; and fulfill all
his Promifes of Reward on fuch as thall think
proper on this Occafion, o caft their Bread
upon the Water, and rejoice the Hearts of thofe
whom the LORD has fo deep{)r bumbled!

a great
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2 great many of whom, on the Day of Judg-
ment, will, no doubt, {tand forth, and fay:
L.OR D, we were an bungred, and thefe gave
zs Meat 5 we <were thirfly, and they gave us
Brink; we were naked, and they clothed us;
we were fick and in Prifon, and they wifited
and came unts us. And then the King fhall
anfwer and fay unto them: Verily, I [ay unto
vou, what you bave done unto one of the leaft of
tbefe my Brethren, you have done unto me,
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Benefa&ions are taken in by the fol-

lowing Gentlemen:

Henry Uhthoff, Efq;
Henry and John Shiffner, Efgrs.
Samuel Wilfon and dons, Efgrs.
Nathanael Voogt and des Cotes, Efgrs,
Paul Amfinck, Elg;

Merchants in London,

In Scotland :

William Hogg and Son, Efqrs.
Merchants .at Edimnburg.



