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NUMBERS XXIII. 10.

Let me dic the death of the Righteous, and et
my laf} end be like bis !

1. 7 LT iy lost end be lite bis!  How many

of you join in this wifh? 'Pcrhaps
there are few of you who do not, even in this
numerous congregation. And O that this with
may reft upon vour minds! that it may not
die away till your fouls alfo are lodged where
the wicked ceafe from troubling, and where the
weary are at reft !

2. An elaborate expofition of the text, will
not be expected on this occafion. It would
detain you too long from the fadly-plealing
thought of your beloved Brother, Friend, and

Paftor; yea, and Father too: for how many
are here whom he hath bdegotten in the Lord 2
Will it not then be more fuitable to your in-
clinanions, as well as to this folemnity, direétly

to {peak of this Man of Gop, whom you have
to otten heard {peaking in this place ? The end

of whofe converfation ye know, Fefus Chrift, the
fame velterday, to-day, and for ever.

A 2 And



] A SERMON e 1

And may we not,

Firfi, Gblerve a few particulars of his life
and death,

Secondly, Take fome view of Lis character.

And,

Thirdly, Inquire how we may improve this
awful Providence, his fudden removal
from us.

1. 1. We may, In the fir{t place, obicrve a
cw particulars of his life and ceath, He was

born at Glouzefter, in Deceinber, 1714, and put
to a Grammar - School there, when about
fwelve years old.  When he was {cventeen he
becan to be feriondly religious, and ferved Gon
to the beft of his | tnowledge.  Abourt cighteen
he remaved to th{i‘UmVE‘rﬁt} , and was admitted
at Pembroke-College in Oxford.  And about a
year after, he became acquainted with the
Methodifts (o called) whom from that time he
loved as his own {oul.

2. By them he was convinced, That we yfs
be born cgain, or outward Religion will profit
us nothing. He joined with them in falting
on Wedie/days and Fridays, in vifiting the fick
and the prifoners, and in gathering up the very
fragments of time, that no moment nught be

loft , and he changed the courfe of his ttudies,
reading
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reedine chielly fuch boelis as cntered into the
neart of Iciicion, and led directiv to an expe-
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s healin, which s much im-
paired, that hie {hould go mto the country.
He accordingly went to Goxeeffor, where Gob
enabled him to awaken feveral young perfons.
Thele foon forined themiclves mnto a little
fociety, and were fome ot the firft fruits of his
labeur.  Sbtordy aiter he began to read twice
or thrice a week to fome poor people in the
town, and cvery day to rea i to and pray with
the prifoners in the covnty goal,

5. Being now about twenty-one years of age,
he was {Ulimtul to enter into holv Orders. Of
this he was greatly atiaid, beinyg det:plv fentinle

of his own Inluficiency.,  But tae Bithop hin-
{el&
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{elf {ending for him, and telling him, ¢ Tho®
< T had purpoled to ordain none under three
<« and twenty, yet I will ordain yoz whenever
¢« you come;” and {everal other providential
circumitances concurring, he fubmitted, and
was ordained on Trinity-Sunday, 1736, The
next Sunday he preached to a crouded auditory,
in the church wherein he was baptized. The
week following he returned to Oxford, and
took his Batchelor’s degree. And he was now
fully employed, the care of the prifoners and
the poor lying chiefly on him.

6. But it was not long before he was 1nvited
to Londoi, to ferve the cure of a friend going
into the country. He continued there two
months, lodging in the Tower, reading prayers
in the chapel twice a week, catechizing and
preaching once, befide daily wvifiting the fol-
diers in the barracks and the mfirmary. He
alfo read prayers every evening at Wapping-
chapel, and preached at Ludgate-prifon every
Tuefdey. While he was here, letters came
from his friends in Georgia, which made him
fong to go and help them. But not {eeing his
call clear, at the appointed time he returned
to his little charge at Oxford; where feveral
youths met daily at his room, to build up each
clrer in their moft boly faith.

7. But
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7.But he was quickly called from hence again,
to {upply the cure of Dummer 10 Hampfhire.
Here he read prayers twice a day, early in the
morning, and in the evening, after the people
came from work. FHe allo daily catechized
the children, and vifited from houle to houfe.
He now divided the day into three parts,
allotting eight hours for fleep and meals,
cight for ftudy and retirement, and eight for
reading prayers, catechizing, and viliting the
people.—Is there a more excellent way for a
fervant of Chrift and his church ? If not, Who
will go and do likewife ?

8. Yet his mind flill ran on going abroad.
And being now fully convinced he was called
of Gob thereto, he fet all things in order, and
in Famuary 1737, went down to take leave of
his friends in Gloncefler. It was in this journey
that Gop began to blefs his miniftry in an un-
common manner. Wherever he preached,
amazing multitudes of hearers flocked toge-
ther, 1n Gloucefter, \n Stonehoufe, in Bath, in
Briftol 5 {o that the heat of the churches was
fcarce {fupportable. And the impreffions made
- on the minds of many, were no lefs extraor-
~dinary.  After his return to Londen, while he
was detained by general Oglethorpe, from week
to week, and from month to month, 1t pleafed
- Gob to blefs his word ftill more.  And he was

inde-
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indefatigable in his Libour + generally on vz

day he preached four times, to exceeding Lr;::
auditories ; befide reading prayers twice or
thrice, and walling to and {ro ten or twelve
miles.

9. On Decezaber 28 he left Terdon, Tt was
on the 2gth that he hrft preached withou:
notes. ecemnder g0 be venton boardy but it
was above a month before they cleared the
land. Cne happy chicét of i very flow
paflage, he mentions 1 ol dcllowing
¢« Blefled be Gop, we now hve very comiort-
« ably i the great caboin, We taik of hide
« elfe but Gop and Curist: And {coree 2
“ word 15 heard among us when togecher, but
«“ what has reference w cur fall mn the F‘h
« and our new birra in the fecond Aden” 1o
feems likewile to have been a peenliar Provi-
dence, that he fhould fpend a fittde time ot
Gibiralter 5 where boiy cazens ond  teldiers,
high and luw voury ana old, adinewiedged
t]‘f.' yof v'immon

Flom Ez-f;';:.‘m' Moy g, 1728, uil the
lqttm end of Awozft following, he made fuil
proof of bis misifiry in Geergic, partcularly at
Savanaan : Tie read pz'av”s aintl expounded
twice a day, and vilited the fick dowy. On
Sunday hie expounded ar hve i the morning
at ten read prayers and preacaed, and at three

11
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in the afternoon : And atieven in the evening
expounded the church-catechifm. How mucn
cafier is 1t for our brethren in the muniftry,
cither n England, Scotlond, or Iicland, to find
fault with 1uch a labourer 1n our Lerd’s vine-
vard, than to tread in his fteps ?

11. It was now that he oblerved the deplor-
able condition of many children here 5 and that
Gop put into his heart the firft thought of
tounding an Orphan-Houfe : for which he de-
termined to raile contributions n Euglend, if
Gop thould give hun a fafe return thither. In
December following he did return to Londin :
and on Sunday, Jenvary the 14th, 1730, he was
ordained Prieft at Chrift-Church, Oxford. The
next day he came to London again; and on
Sunday the 21ft preached twice, Bur thoueh
the churches were large, and crouded exceed-
ingly, yet many hundreds ftood in the church-
vard, and hundreds more returned home,
This put him upon the firft thought of preach-
ing in the open air. But when he mentioned
it to fome of his friends, they judged it to be
mere madnels. So he did not carry it into
execution, till after he had lett Losdon. Tt was
on Wedne[day, Februzary 21, that ﬁﬂdzm all
the church-doors to be fhut in Brijfdl, (bL fide
that no church was able to contain one half

of the congregation) at three 1g the afternoon

B he
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he went to Kingfwoeed, and preached abroad, to
near two thoufand people. On Friday he
preached there to four or five thoufand ; and
on Sunday to (it was fuppofed) ten thoufand.
‘The number continually increafed all the time
he ftayed at Briffol. And a flame of holy love
was kindled, which will not eafily be put out.
The fame was afterwards kindled in various
parts of Wales, of Gloucefter/bire, and W orcefter-
fhire.  Indeed wherever he went, Gop abun-
dantly. confirmed the word of his meflenger.

12. On Sunday, April 29, he preached the
firt time 1n Moorfields, and on Keunington-
common. And the thoulands of hearers were

as quiet as they could have been in'a church.
Being again detained in England from month
to month, he made little excurlions into feve-
ral counties, and received the contributions of
willing multitudes, for am Orphan-houfe in
Georgia. 'The embargo which was now laid on
the fhipping, gave him leifure for more jour-
nies, through various parts of Ewgland, for
which many will have reafon to bleis Gop to
all eternity. At length, on Auguft 14 he em-
barked. But he did not land in Penfylvania
till Offoder 30. Afterwards he went through
Penfylvania, the Ferfeys, New-york, Maoryland,,
Virginia, North and South Carolina, preaching
all along to immenfe congregations, with full

a3
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as great effe¢t as in Eauglond 3 on Fanuary 10,
1740, he arrived at Savannab.

13. Fanuary 29 he added three defolate or-
phans to near twenty which he had in his houfe
before. The next day he laid out the ground
for the houfe, about ten miles from Savannab.
February 11 he took 1n four orphans more, and
fet out for Lfrederice, 1n order to fetch the or-
phans that were in the fouthern parts of the
colony. In his return he fixt a {chool, both
for children and orown perfons, at Darien,
and took four orphans thence. March 25 he
laid the firft flone of the orphan-houfe, to
which, with great propricty, he gave the name
of Bethefda ; a work for which the children
yet unborn fhall praife the Lorp. He had
now about forty orphans, fo that there were
near an hundred mouths to be fed daily. But
he was carefurl for nothing, cafting his care on
HiM who feedeth the young ravens that call #poi
b,

14. In April he made another tour through
Penfilvania, the Ferfeys, and New-york. Incre-
dible multitudes flocked to hear, among whom
werc abundance of Negroes. In all places the
greater part of the hearers were affected to an
amazing degree. Many were deeply convinced
of their loft ftate; many truly converted to
Gop. In fome places thoufands cried out

b2 aloud \
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aloud ; many as in the agonies of death ; moft
were Growned inotears; lome turned pale as
death; others were wringing their hands;
others lying on the ground 5 others finking into
the arms of their friends s almoft all Iitung up
their eyes, and calling for mercy,

15. He returned 1o Sovannab Fune 5. The
next evening, during the public fervice, the
whole congresation, young and old, were dii-
{olved in tears; after fervice, feveral of the
parifhiorers, and all his family, particularly
the hittle cluldren, returned home crying along
the ftreet, and fome could not help praying
aloud. The groans and cries of the children

continued all night, and great part of the next
day.

16. In Auguft he fet out again, and through
various provinces came to Lgfior.  While he
was here, and in the neighbouring places, he
was extrenmely weak 1n body.,  Ter the multt-
tudes of hearers were fo great, and the effects
wrought on them {o aftonihing, as the oldeft
men then alive 10 the town had never feen be-
fore. The fame power attended his preaching
at New-york; particularly on Sunday, Novenber
2, almoft as {oon as he began, crying, weep-
ing, and wailing, were to be heard on every
fide. Many funk cown to the ground, cut to
the heart: and many were filled with divine

confoiation,
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confolation, ‘T'oward the clofe of his journey
he made this reflection: ¢ It is the feventy-
« fitth day fince @arrived at Rbede- [fland, ex-
“ ceeding weak 1n body. Yet Gon has enab.
« Jed me to preach an hundred and {eventy-
“ five times 1n public, befide exhorting fre-
<« quently in private.  Never did Gon vouch-
« fafe me greater comforts: Neverdid I per-
“ form my journies with lefs faticue, or fee
“ {uch a continuance of the divine prefence
“ 1n the congregations to whom [ preached.”
In Decesnber he returned to Savannab, and in
the March tollowing arrived in England.

17. You may ealily obferve, that the pre-
ceding account is chiefly extralted from his
own Journals, which, for their artlefs and un-
affected fimplicity, may vie with any writings
of the kind. And how exact a fpecimen is this
of his labours both in Ewrepe and america, for
the honcur of his beloved Mafter, during the
thirty years that followed ! As well as of the
uninterrupied fhower of bleflings wherewith

Gop was pleafed to fucceed his labours!  Is it
not much to be lamented, that any thing

(hould have prevented his continuing this ac-
count, till at leaft near the time when he was
called by his Lorb to enjoy the fruic of his la-
bour r—It he has left any papers of this kind,
and his friends count me worthy of the honour,

it
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it would be my gloty and joy to methodize,
tranferibe, and prepare them for the public
View.

18. A particular account of the laft {cene of
his life, 1s thus given by a gentleman of Boffos .
«« After being about a month with us in Boffon
-« and its vicinity, and preaching every day,
«« he went to Old-york, preached on Thur(day,
<« September 27, there, proceeded to Porif-
« mouth, and preached there on Fridsy. On
« Saturday morning he fet out for Befon; but
<« before he came to Newbury, where he had
«« engaged to preach the next morning, he was
« importuned to preach by the way. The
<« houfe not being large enough to contain the
« people, he preached in an open field. Bat
« having been infirm for feveral weeks, this {o
« exhaufted his ftrength, that when he came
« to Newbury, he could not get out of the
« ferry-boat without the help of two men. In
« the evening, however, he recovered his
« {pirits, and appeared with his ulual chearful-
¢« nefs. He wen: to his chamber at ning, his
e« fixt time, which no company could divert
¢ hun from 3 and flept betier than he had done
« for jome weeks before. He rofe at four in
< the morning, Sejiember 30, and went 1nto
¢ his clofet; and his companion oblerved he
« was unufually long in private. e left his

«« clofet,
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clofet, returned to his companion, threw
him{elf on the bed, and lay abaout ten mi-
nutes. Then he fell upon his knees, and

prayed moft fervently to Gop, « That if 1t
was confiftent wich his will, he mighe that

day finifh his Malfter’s work.” e then ae-
fired his man to call Mr Parsons, the cler-
oyman at whefe houfe he was: Butin a mi-
nute, Letore Mr PArseons coula reach him,
died without a figh or grean.  On the pews
ol his ccatiy, fix centlemen fet our for New-
Luiy, norder to bring lus remains hither,
but he could not be moved, io that his pre-
ctous alhes mult remain at Newbyry. Hun-
dreds would have gone from this town-to
attend his funeral, had they not expelted he
would have been interred here.~May this
{troke be fan&tified to the church of Gop in

general, and to this province in particular 1”

II. 1. We are, 1n the fecond place, to take

fome view of his chara&er. A little {fketch of

this, was foon after publifbed 1n the Boffor
Gazette : An extralt of whieh is fubjoined :

Little can be faid of him, but whar every
friend to vital chriftianity, who has fat un-
‘der his miniftry, will atteft. In his public
Jabours he has for many vears aftonifhed
the world with his cloquence and devo-

¢ t10n,
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« tion. With what divine pathos did he per-
“ {uade the 1mpenitent finner to embrace the
¢ practice of piety and virtue ! Filled with the
< {purit of grace, he {poke from the heart, and
“ wich a fervency of zeal, perhaps unequalled
¢ fince the days of the apoltles, adorned the
“ truths he delivered with the moft gracetul
¢ charms of rhetoric and oratory. From the
‘“ pulpit he was unrivalled in the command of
¢ an ever-crowded auditory. Nor was he lefs
“ agreeable and inftructive 1n his private con-
¢ verfation: Happy in a remarkable eale of
“ addrefs, wiliing to communicate, ftudious to
« edify. May the rifing generation catch a
¢ {park of thatr flame which fhone with fuch
< diftinguifhed luftre 1n the {pirit and practice
« of this faithful {ervant of the moft high
“ Gop!”

2. A more particular, and equally juft
charalter of him, has appeared in one of the
Englifh papers. It may not be difagreeable to
you, to add the {ubftance of this likewife:
<« The charatter of this truly pious perfon,
“ mult be deeply impreft on the heart of
« every friend to vital religion.  In {pite of a
« tender and delicate conftitution, he con-
« tinued, to the laft day of his hife, preaching
<« with a frequency and a fervor that feemed

¢ to exceed the natural ftrength of the moft
robuft,
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robuft, Being called to the exercile of his
fupftion at an age, when molt young men
are only beginning to qualify themfelves for
it, he had not nme to make a very confider-
able progrefs in the learned languages. But
this defect was a"np y {upplied, bvq lively
and fertile gentus, by fervent zeal, and by
a forcible and molt perfuafive deiivery. And
though in the pulpit he often found 1t need-
ful, by 2he terrors of the Lovd to perfuade nien,
he had nothing gloomy 1n his nature, being;
fingularly chearfu], as well as chantable
and tender-hearted. He was as ready to re-
lieve the bodily as the [piricual neceflities of
thofe that applied to him. It ought alfo to
be obferved, that he conitantly enforced
upon his audience every moral duty, parti-
cularly induftry 1n their feveral callings,
and obedience to their fuperiors. He en-
deavoured, by the moft extraordinary ef-
forts, of preaching in different places, and
even 1n the open fields, to roufe the lower
clafs of people, from the laft degree of 1n-
attention and Ignorance, to a {enfe of reli-
cion. IFor this, and his other Iabours, the
name of GLorGE WHITEFIELD, Will long be
remembred with efteem and veneration,”

3. That both thele accounts are juft and 1m-

partial, will readily be allowed 5 that 1s, as far

( AL



18 A SERMON ¢n the

as they go. DBut they go little farther than the
outfrde ot his charatter. They thew you the
Preacber, but not-the Man, the Chriftion, the
Saint of Gop. May I be permitted to add a
little on this head, from a perfonal knowledge
of near forty years ¢ Indeed, I am thoroughly
fenfible how difficult 1t 1s to fpeak on fo deli-
cate a fubject; what prudence is required to
avold both extremes, to {ay neither oo little,
nor too much? Nay, I know 1t is impoffible
to {peak at all, to {ay either lefs or more, with-
out incurring from fome the former, from
others the latter cenfure. Some will {erioufly
think, that too little 1s faid ; and others, that
it 1s too much.,  But without attending to this,
I will {peak juft what I know, before Him to
whom we are all to give an account.

4. Mention has already been made of his un-
paralleled Zeal, his indefatigable Aéfivity, his
Tender-beartediefs to the afflicted, and Charita-
blenefs toward the poor. But fhould we not
hikewife mention his deep Gratitude, to alk
whom Gob had ufed as inftruments of gocd to
him? Of whom he did not ceafe to fpeak in
the moft refpetful manner, even to his dying
day. Should we not mention, that he had an
heart {ufceptible of the moft generous and the
moft tender Friendfbip? 1 have frequently

thought, that this, of all others, was the dif-
tinguifhing
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cinguithing part of his charalter. How few
have we known of fo kind a temper, of fuch
large and flowing affections ¢ Was 1t not prin-
cipally by this, that the hearts of others were
fo ftrangely drawn and knit to him 2 Can any
thing but love beget love? This fhone 1n his
very countenance, and continually breathed in
all his words, whether 1n public or private,
Was it not this, which, quick and pencirating
as lichtning, flew from heart to heart ! Which
gave that life to his Sermons, hisConverfations,
his Letters?  Ye are witneffes.

5. Butaway with the vile mifconftruction of

men of corrupt minds, who know of no love
but what is eartbly and fenfual.  Be it remem-
bered, at the fame time, that he was endued
with the moft nice and unblemithed modefty.
His office called him to converfe very fre-
quently and largely, with women as well as
men; and thole of every age and condition.
But his whole behaviour toward them, was a
practical comment on that advice of St Pau!
to Timothy, Intreat the elder women a5 motlieis,
the younger as fifters, with all purity.

6. Mean time, how fuirable to the friendli-
nefls of his {pirit, was the franknefs and epeniefs
of his converfation ? Although it was as far
removed from rudenefs on the one hand, as
from gwle and difctife on the other, Was not

c o this
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this franknefs at once a frutt anad a proof of
his conrage and intrepidity 2 Armed with thefe,
he feared not the faces of men, but #fd picas
plainnefs of [peech to perfons of every rank and
condition, high and low, rich and poor: en-
deavouring only by menifeflalicn of the truth, to
commend bimfelf to every man’s confcience-in the
f ot af God.
. Neither was he afraid of labour or nain,

any more than of what wan could do unto fi:m,
bc:mg equally

«« Patient in bearing ill and doing well.”

And this appeared in the fodiingfs wherewith
he purfued whatever he undertcoik {or his
Mafter’s fake. Witnels one in{tance forall, the
Crphan.- houle 1n Gesrrie, which he began and
verfeied, 1n {oite of ail di immwemmu. In-
deed, 1n whatever concerned himm,., ne was
pliant and flexible.  In thiscafe he was oo/ 1o
be intvecied, eu.) to be wither convinced v ver-
jnaded. But be was immoventle in the things
of Gop, or wirever his confcience was Con-
cerncd.  None could l.mmadL, any more than

Jrlmt him, to vary in the lc,...{l};f}jnt fron:

hat Intesrify, Wlu(,h was infrpamtk_‘ irom his
Wi Lole chara&er, and regulated all Lis words

«nd actions,  Horein he aid

C.r

¢t Stand
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< Stand as an 1ron pillar {trong,
¢« And {tedfalt as a wall of brafs.”

8. If it be inquired, What was the founda-
tion of this integrity, or of his fincerity, cou-
rage, patience, and every other valuable andami-
able quality, 1t 1s ealy to give the anfwer. Tt
was not the excellence of his natural temper :
Not the ftrength of his underftanding : 1t was
not the force of education 5 no, nor the advice
of his friends. 1t was no other than faith in a
bleeding Lorn 3 Faith of the operation of God.
1t was g ljvely hope of ain inberitaice tucoriuplible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. It was the
love of God fled abroed iu bis beart by the Holv
Ghoft, which was given vato Liiny Rlling his [oul
- with tender, difinterefted love toevery child of
“man. From this fource arcfe that torrent of
Elogrence which frequently bore down all be-
fore it: From this, that aftomfhing force of
iPerﬁ:zz i, which the moft harden~d finners
‘could not refilt. This it was, which often
"ll:{madc his becd as <oaters, and Lis oyes a feuntaii
?l'jcf tears.  This it was which enabled him to
pour out his foul in Prayer, 1n a manner pecu.
far to himfelf, with fuch {ulnefs and eale
Enited together, with fuch ftrength and variety
oth of fentiment and expreliion.

e

l

+
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9. I may clofe this head with obferving,
What an honour it pleafed Gop to put upon
his faithful fervant, by allowing him to declare
his everlafting gofpel in fo many various
couptries, to {fuch numbers of people, and
with fo great an effect, on {o many of their
precious fouls | Have we read or heard of any |
perfon {ince the apoftles, who teftified the gof- -
pel of the grace of Gob, through fo widely |
extended a fpace, through fo large a part of
the habitable worid ? Have weread or heard
of any perfon, who called fo many thoufands, |
fo many wyrads of finners to repentance?
Above all, bave we read or heard of any, who
has been a blefled inftrument in his hand of
bringing {o many finners from darknefs to light, |
and from the powwer of Satan unto Ged? It is
true, were we to taik thus to the gay world,
we fhould be judged to fpeak as barbarians.
But yor underftand the language of the country|
to which you are going, and whither our dear

friend 1s gone a hittle before us.

r

[II. But how thall we improve this awful
providence? This is the Third thing whicl)
we have to conflider. And the anfwer to thi}.
important queftion is eafy 3 (may Gob write if
in all our hLearts!) By keeping clofe to th

orang
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grand doiirines which he delivered: And by
drinking into his fpérit,

1. And firft, let us keep clofe to the grand
fcriprural doltrines, which he every where de-
livered. There are many doctrines of a lefs
¢ffential nature, with regard to which, even
the fincere children of Gop {iuch is the prefent
weaknels of human underitanding !) are and
have been divided for many ages. In thele we
may think and let think ; we may ¢« acree to
«difagree.” Bnt mean tune let us hold faft the
effentials of ¢he faith, which was once deliveied

to the [aintsy and which this chiampion of Gop
fo ftrongly nfifted on, at all imes, and in all
places.

2. His fundamental point was, give Gop all
the glory of whatever 1s good in man. And
in the bufinefs of falvation, fet CurisT as high,
and man as low as poffible.  With this point,
he and his friends at Oxferd, the original
Methodifts (fo called) fec out.  Their grand
principle was, there 1s 5o power (by nature)
and #o imerit in man. They miited, All power

~to think, fpeak, or alt right, is in and from

the Spiric of CurisT: And all merit1s (not in
man, how high {oever in grace, but merely)
in the blood of CHRisT. So he and they
taught : There 1s no power in man, till it is
given him irom above, to do one good work,

to
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to {peak one good word, or to form onc good
defire.  For 1t 1s not enough to fay, all men
are fick of fin: No,we are all DEAD 72 trefpaffes
end fins. It follows, that all the children of
men are by nature children of wrath. We are
all guilty before God, liable to death temporal
and eternal.

3. And we are all helplefs, both with regard
to the power and to the guilt of fin.  For whe
can bring a clean thing out of an tuclean ? None
iefs than the Almighty. Who can raife thofe
that are dead, {piritually dead in fin? None
but He who raifed us from the duft of the
earth, But on what confideration will he do
this ¢ Not for works of righteoufnefs that we
bave done. The dead cannot proife thee, O Lord !
Nor do any thing for the fake of which they
fhould be raifed to life. Whatever therefore
Gob does, he does it merely for the fake of
his well-beloved Son : He was wounded for our
iranfgreffions, be was bruifed for our iniquities.
Ie bimfelf bore all our fins in bis own Lody p:
twe tree. Hewas delivered for our offences, and
rofe again for our juftification. Here then is the
lole meritorious caufe of every blefling we do
or can enjoy : In particular of our pardon and
acceptance with Gop, of our full and free juf-
tiication.  But by what means do we become
interefted in what Curist has done and fuf-

fered ?
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fered 2 Not by works, lest any maiw [bould boaft
but by faith alone. #e conclude, {ays the apoi-
tle, that a san is jufificd by faith, without 1he
works of the low. And 2o as many as thus re-
ceive Him, giveth be power to become the [ons of
God : Ewven to thefe that believe in Dis name,
who are born, not of the will of man, but of
God.

4. And except o man be thus born again, ke
caniot [ee the kingdem of God. But all who are
thus born of the Spirit, have the kingdom of God
within them. Chnft fers up his kingdom in
their hearts; Righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghoft, That ssind is in them, which
was in Chrift Fefus, enabling them to walk as
Chrift alfo walked. His indwelling-Spirit makes
them both holy in heart, and boly 11 all inanner
of converfation. But ftill, feeing all this 1s a free
oift, through the righteoufnefs and blood of
CurisT, there 1s eterpally the fame reafon to
remember, He that glorieth, let him glovy in the
Lord,

5. You are not ignorant, that thefe are the *
- . .
fundamental doftrines which he every where

infifted on. And may they not be fummed up,
as it were, 10 two words, The new birib, and
juftification by faith ¢ "Thele let us nfilt vpon
with all boldnefs, at ali times, and in all
places : In public (thofe of us who are called

1) thereio)
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thereto) and at all opportunities, 1n pis” ite.
Keep clofe to thele good, old, uniafhionable
doétrines, how many loever contradict and
blafpheme. Go on, my brethren, in the rame
of the Lord, and in the power of his inight.
With all care and diligence, keep that [ofe
which is committed to your truff : Knowing that
beaven and earth (hall pafs away 5 but this truth
Jhall not pafs away.

6. But will 1t be {ufficient, to keep clofe to
his Doétrines, how pure {oever they are? Is
there not a point of fuill greater importance
than this, namely, to drink into his Spirit ¢
Herein to e a follower of him, even as he was
of Chriff? Without this, the purity of our
doltrines, would only increafe our condemna-
tion., This therefore is the principal thing, to
copy after his fpirit. And allowing that In
fome points, we muft be content, to admire
what we cannot iwifate; yet 1n many others
we may, through the fame free grace, be par-
takets of the fame blefling. Conlfcious then
of your own wants, and of his bounteous love,
who geveth liberally and upbroideth not, cry to
Him that worketh ali in all, for a meafure of
the fame precious faith : of the fame zeal and
activity, the {fame tender-heartednefs, charita-
blenefs, bowels of mercies. Wreftle with Gop
for fome degree of the fame grateful, friendly,

affeCtionate temper; of the fame opennefs, fim-
plicity,
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plicity, and godly lincerity, Love cwithout diffinu-
lation. Wreltle on, till the Power from on high
works in you the {fame fteady courage and pa-
tience . And above all, becaufe 1t is the crown
of all, the fame nvariable integrity.

7. Is there any other fruit of the grace of
{yop, with which he was eminently endowed,
and the want of which among . the children of
(5op he frequently and paffionately lamented ?
There 1s One, thatis, Cathelic love : That fincere
and tender affection, which 1s due to all thofe,
wao, we have tcafon to believe, are children of
Gop by faith: In other words, all thofe 1n
every perfualion, who fear God aid work righ-
teoufuefs. He longed to {ee all who had zafcd
of the good word, of a truly catholic [pirit, (@
word little underftood and ftill lefs experienced
by many, who have 1t frequently in themw
mouth.) Who is he that anfwers this charac-
ter 2 Who 1s a man of a catholic fpirit 7 One
who loves as friends, as brethren in the Logrp,
as joint partakers of the prefent kingdom, of
heaven, and fellow-heirs of his eternal king-
dom, all of whatever opinion, mode of wor-
fhip, or congregation, who believe in the Lorp
Jusus; who love Gobp and man; who rejoic-
ing to pleafe, and fearing to offend Gov, are
careful to abftain from evil, and zealous of
goad works. He isa manof a truly catholic

D 2 fpire,
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fpirit, who bears all thefe continually upon his
heart : Who having an unfpeakable tendernefs
for their perfons, and an earneft defire of their
welfare, does not ceafe to commend them to
Gop in prayer, as well as to plead their caule
before men: Who {peaks comtortably to them,
and labours by ali his words, to ftrengthen their
hands in Gop. He affifts them to the utter-
moft of his power, 1n all things, {pintual and
temporal, He is ready to fpend and to be fpent
for them; yea, to ley dewwn bis life for his
brethren.

§. How amiable a charafter is this? How
defirable to every child of Gop! But why is
it then fo rarely found ? How is it, that there
are {o few inftances of it? Indeed, fuppofing |
we have tafted of the love of Gop, how can |
any of us reft, till it is our own? Why, there |
s a delicate device, whereby Satan perfuades |
thoufands, that they may ftop fhort of it, and }
yet be guiltlefs. It 1s well, if many here pre- |
{ent are not in this fnare of the devil, taken cap- |
tive at bis will, < O yes, {ays one, I have all |
«« this love for thofe I believe to be children of |
¢« Gop. ButlI will never believe, he is a child |
« of Gop, who belongs to that vilp congrega- |
« tion! Can he, do you think, be a child of ]
« Gop, who holds fuch deteftable opinions ?
¢ Or he that joins in {uch fenfelefs and {uper-|

“ ftitious, |
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« flitious, 1f not 1dolatrous worfhip 2 So
we juftify ourelves in one fin, by adding a fe-
cond to 1t! We excufe the want of love in

ourfelves, by laying the blame on others. To
colour our own devilifh temper, we pronounce
our brethren children of the devil. O beware
of this! And if you are already taken in the
{nare, efcape out of it as foon as poffible. Go
and learn that truly catholic love, which is #ot
rafb or hafty 1n judging: That love which
thinketh no evily, which believeth and hopeth all
things: Which makes all the allowances for
others, that we defire others thould make for
us, Then we fhall take knowledge of the grace
of Gopo, which 1s in every man, whatever be
his opinion or mode of worfhip. Then will all
that fear Gop be near and dear unto us, i ¢he
bowels of Fefus Chrift,

g. Was not this the {pirit of our dear friend ?
And why fhould it not be ours? O thou Gob
of love, how long fhall thy people be a by-
word among the heathen ¢ How long thall they
- laugh us to fcorn, and fay, ¢ See how thef:
<« Chriftians love one another 7  When wilt
thou roll away our reproach ? Shall the fword
devour for ever? How long will it e, ere thou
bid thy people return from following each other
Now at lealt, lez all the people fland fill, and

purfu
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purfue afier their brethren 5o more ! But what-
ever others do, let all of us, my brethren, hear
the voice of him that deing dead, yet [peaketh !
Suppole ye hear him fay, ¢« Now at lealt, &¢
<« yo followers of me as I was of Chrift] Let
<« brother no more lift up fword againit brother,
< neither know ye war any more ! Rather put ye
¢« om, as the elefl of God, bowels of mercies,
<« bumblenefs of mind, brotherly kindnefs, gen-

< tlenefs, lomg-fuffering, forbearing one another
<¢ i Jove. Let the time paft fuflice for ftrife,

<¢ envy, contention; fof biting and devouring
<« one another. Blefled be Gop, that ye have
« not long ago been coinfumed one of another!
<« From henceforth hold ye #be umity of the

<« Spirit in the bond of peace.”
10. O Gop, with thee no word is impoffi-

ble: Thou doft whatfoever pleafeth thee! O

that thou wouldft caufe the mantle of thy pro-
phet, whomthou haft taken up, now tofallupon
us that remain ! Where is the Lord God of Eli-

jab 2 Let his fpirit reft upon thele thy fervants!
Shew thou art the Gop that anfwereff by fire !

Let the fire of thy love fall on every heart | And

becaufe we love thee, let us love one another

with a love fironger than death. Tcke away from

us all enger, and wrath, and bitternefs s all cla-

mour, and evil-foeaking, Let thy Spirit {o reft

upon
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upon us, that from this hour, we may be kind
to each other, tender-bearted : Forgiving one ano-

ther, even as God, for Ghrift's fake, bath for-
given #s!

- An H Y M N.

i

ERVANT of Gop, well done!
Thy glorious warfare’s paft,
The battle’s fought, the race is won,
And thou art crown’d at laft ;
Of all thy heart’s defire
Triumphantly pofieft,
Lodg’d by the minifterial quire
In thy Redeemer’s. breaft. -
I,
In condefcending love
Thy ceafelefs prayer He heard,
And bad thee fuddenly remove,
To thy complete reward :
Ready to bring the peace,
Thy beauteous feet were fhod,
When mercy {ign’d thy foul’s releafe

And caught thee up to Gob.
III. With
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| 1L,
With faints inthron’d on high
Thou doft thy Lord proclaim,
And il 2 God falvation cry,
Salvatien o the Lamb !

O happy, happy foul !
In extacies of praife,
Long as eternal ages roll,
Thou feeft thy Savxour s Face.
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Redeem’d from earth and pain,
Ah! when fhall we afcend,

And all in Jesus’ prefence reign
With our tranflated Friénd !
Come, Lord, and quickly come !
And when in Thee complete,

Receive thy longing {ervants home,
To trmmph—-—-at thy fect !
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