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The PEOPLE called

METHODISTS.

In a LETTER, &.
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RerP.. and Dear S1Rr,.

I g OME Time fince you defired an Account of
S the awbole Occonomy of the People commonly
call’d Methodifts. And you receiv’d a True,
(as far as it went) but not a Full Account. To fupply
what I think was wanting in That, Ifend you this Ac-
count: That you may Enow not only their Prafice,
on every Head, but likewife the Reafons whereon it is
grounded, the Occafion of every Step they have taken,.
and the Advantages reaped thereby.

A 2. 2. But



;

[ 4]

. 2. But I muft premife, That as they had not the

leaft Expeétation at firft, of any Thing like what
has fince follow’d, fo they had no previous Defign or
Plan at all, but every Thing arofe juﬂ: as the Qccafion
offer’d. They faw or felt fome mmpending or prefs-
g Evil, or fome Good End neceffary to be purfued.
And many Times they fell unawares on the very Thing,
which {ecured the Good, or removed the Evil. At
other Times they confulted on the moft probable
Means, following only Comsmon Senfe and Scripture:
The' they generally found, in looking back, fome
Thing in Chriftian Auticuity likewile, very nearly par-
allel thereto. '

I. 1. Above Ten Years ago, my Brother and I
were defired, to preach in many Parts of Londsn. We
had no View therein, but {o far as we were able {and
we knew Gov cox’d work by whomfoever it pleafed
Him) To conwince thofe who wou’d hear, What True
Chriftianity was, and to per/eade them to embrace it.

2. The Points we chiefly infifted upon were Four:
Firft, That Orthodoxy or Right Opinionsis, at beft, but
a very flender Part of Religion, if it can be allowed
to be any Part of it at all: That neither does Religion
confift in Negatives, in bare Harmleflnefs of any Kind;
nor merely in Earcrnals, in doing Good or ufing the
Means of Grace, in Works of Piety (fo called) or of
Charity : That it is nothing fhort of or different from

- The Mind that was in Curist, The Ilmage of Gob

ftampt upon the Heart, Inward Righteoufnc/s, attended
with the Prace of Gop, and oy in the Holy Ghoft. Se-
condly, That the only Way under Heaven to this Re-
ligion, is T'o repent and believe the Gofpel, or (as the
Apottle words ity Repentance towards Gop, and Faith
in our Lorp JEsus Currst: Thirdly, That by this
Faith, He that avorketh not, but belicveth on Fim that

nflifieth the Ungodly, is jultified freely by his Grace, thro’

the Redemption awhbich isin Jesus CHRIST: And Latftly,
"That éeing juflificd by Faith, we tafte of the Heave]r:i tlt:
- - whic
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which'we are.going: We are Holy and Happy: We .,

tread down Sin and Fear, and /¢ in Heawenly Places
awith CHRIST JESUS.

3. Many of thofe.who heard this, began to cry out,
That we brought Strange Things to their Ears: That
this was Doitrine which they never heard before, or, .
at leaft, never regarded. They fearched the Scriptures,
awhether thefe Things avere fo, and acknowledged the
Truth as it is iz Jesus. ‘Their Hearts alfo were 1n-
fluenced as well as their Underflandings, and they de-
termined to follow Jesus Curist and Him crucificd.

4. Immediately they were {urrounded with Difficul-
ties: All the World rofe up againft them: Nceighbours, .
Strangers, Acquaintance,-Relations, Friends, began to .
cry ont amain: ¢ Be not rightcous owvcrmuch: Why
SBouldft thow dcfiroy thyfelf? Let not much Religion make.

thee mad.’

5. One and another and- anothetr came-to Us, afli-
ing, ‘What they fhould do? Being diftrefs’d on every -
side, . as every one ftrove to weaken, and none to.
ftrengthen their Hands in Gopn. We advifed them, .
‘¢ 8trengthen you one another. 'Talk together as of-
ten as you can. And pray earneftly, with and for one
another, That you may endure to the End and br faved.)”
Againft this Advice we prefumed there could be .no
.Objeftion ; as being grounded on the plaineit Reafon,
and on {fo many Scriptures, both of the Old Teftament.
and.the New, that it would be tedious to recite then.

6. They faid, ¢ But we want Yox likewife to talk
with us’often, to direct and quicken us in our Way, to~
give us the ‘Advices which you well know we need, .
and to pray with us, as well as-for us.” I afk’d, Which .
of you defires this? Let me know your Names and
Places of Abode. They did fo. But I foen found, .
‘they were too many for me -to talk with feverally fo
often as they wanted it. So I told them, * If you will :
all. of you come together, every Thur/dy, in the Even-

A 3 ing, .
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ing, I will gladly {pend fome Time’ with you in Prayer,
and give you the bcft Advice I can.”

Thus arofe, without any previous Defign on ei-
ther Slde, what was afterwards called 4 Society: A very
Innocent Name, and very Common in Lmdw, for any

Number of People, affociating themfclves together,
"The Thing propofed 1n therr aflociating themfelves to-
gether, was obvious to every one. They wanted to
Jee from the Wrath to come, and to-aflift each other in
{o doing. They therefore united themfelves « in order
to pray together, to receive the Word of Exhortation,
and to watch over one another- in. Love, that thcy
-might help each other to work out their Salvation.”

8. ¢« There 1s One only Condition previoudly re-
quired, in thofe who defire Admiffion into this Society,
A Defire to flee from the Wrath to come, and to be favid

Jiem their Sins.  Bat wherever this Defire is fixt in the
Soul, 1t will be fhewa. by its Fruits. Itis therefore ex-
ncded of all’ who continue therein, that they fhould .

“continue to evidence their Defire of Salvation.

<« Firft, By doing no. Harm, by avaiding Ewil in
every kind ; ;. efpecially that which is moft generally
practifed..

. («-Such as, The taking the-Name of Gop in vain;.
The. profaning the Day of the Lorp ;. Drunkennefs;

‘Fighting, Quarrelling, Brawling; The Buying or Sel-
Iinj__, zzrmﬁam"d Gioads; The doing to others as we would .
not they fhould do unto.us; Uncharitable or Unprofi-
table Converfatlon, particuliirly, Speakihg evil of Ma-
gulrates. or Muniiters :)

.+t Secondly, By doing Good; by betng i every kind
merciful after their Power ; As they have Oppmtumty
doing GGood of every poﬁible Sort, and as far as it 1s
ypoflibl¢ to all Mpen:

© <« By all poﬂlble Diligence and Frugalily,  that the
&Gofpel be not blamed: *

«.By fubmitting to bear the Reproach of CurisT
"to-he as zhe F:J'M? and Off-feouring of the World, and
‘looking that -Men fthould /2y &/l manucr of Ewvil qf them
falfely for their Lorp’s Sake s

<. "Thirdly,.
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¢ .Thirdly, Be attendmg upon all the Ordinances-of-
'‘Gop:
* ¢ Such as, The Publick Worfhip of Gop, The Sup-
per of the L.orD, Private Prayer, Searchmg the Scnp-
tures, and F aftmg or Abftinence.’

They.now.likewife agreed, That-as many of them .
as had Opportunity, wou'd meet together every Friday, .

and {pend the Dinner Hour in crying to Gobp, both for--
each other and for all Mankind.

0. It quickly appear’d, That their thits uniting to-
‘gether, anfwer’d the End propofed therein, In a few
‘Months the far greater Part of. thefe who had begun
to. fear Gop and avork Rightconfrefs, but were not
united together, grew faint in their Minds, and fell
back into what they were before. Mean while the far.
greater Part of thole, who were thus united together, .

continued friwing to enter in at the firait Gate, and 1o
lay bold 6n Eternal Life.

10. Upon Reflé&tion, I 'could not but obferve, This
is the very Thing which was from the Beginning of
Chriftianity. In the earlieft Times, thofe whom Gob
had {ent forth prfacbfd the Gofpel to euvery Creature.
And the & expoarai, the Body of Hearers, were moftly
either 7ewus or Heathens. But as foon as any of thefe -
were {o convinced of the T'ruth, as to forfake Sin and
feek the: Gofpel Salvation, they immediately joined .
them together, took an Account of their Names, ad-
vifed them to watch over each other, and met thefe -
xarnyEuwvos (Catechumens, as they were then called)
apart from the Great Congregation, that they might
‘inftru&t, rebuke, exhort, and pray with-them -and tfor..
them, according to, their feveral Ncceﬂities. . '

But it was not long before an Objetion was.
made to. this, which had not once enter’d into my
Thought. < Is not this making a Schifm ? - Is not the -
Joining thefe People together, Garberiug Churches ont
of Churches ? ™
It was eafily an{fwer’d, If you mean only Gaté,.r e
Prap!e out of Buildings call’d -Chur chesy, 1t 1s.  Bui-it
you .
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you mean, dividing Chriftians from Chriftians, .and fo
deftroying Chriftian Fellowfhip, it is not, For 1ift.
T hefe were not Chriftians before they were thus join’d.
Moft of them were barefac’d Heathens. 2. Neither
are they Chriftians, from whom you f{uppofe them to
he divided. You will not look me in the Face and
fay They are. What! Drunken Chriftians? Curfing
and Swearing- Chriftians? Lying Chriftians? Cheating
Chriftians ? If thefe are Chriitians at all, they are De-
wil Chriftians (as the poor Malabarians term them.)
3. Neither are they divided any mare than they were
before, even from thefe wretched Dewil-Chriftians.
They are as ready as ever -to affift them,. and to per-
form every QOffice of real Kindnefs toward them. 4.
If it be faid, ¢ But there are fome True Chriftians in
the Parifh. and you deftroy the Chriftian Fellowthip
between thefe and Them.” I anf{wer, 'That which
never exifted, cannot be deftroy’d. But the Fellow-
fhip you fpeak of, never exitted. Therefore, it cannot
be deftroy’d... Which of thofe T'rue Chriftians had any
fuch Fellowfthip with T'hefe? Who watched over them
in Love? Who mark’d their Growth in Grace? Who
advifed and.exhorted.them from Time o Time? Who
pray'd with them and for them as they had Need?
This, and.this alone i1s Chriftian Fellowfhip: But alas!
Whete is it .to be found? Logk Eaff or Weff, North:
or South: Name what Parifh you pleafe. Is this Chri-
ftian Fellowfhip there? Rather, are not the Bulk of
the Parifhioners, a mere Rope of Sand? What Chri-
fian Connexion .is there between them? What Inter-
courfe in Spiritual Things? * W hat Watching over cach -
others Souls? What Bearing of one anothers Burdens?:
What a mere Jeft is it then, .to talk fo gravely, of d:-
[lroying what never was? 'The real Truth is, juft the-
Reverfe of this: - We introduce Chriftian Fellowfhip
where it was utperly defiroy’d. ‘And the Fruits of it have.
.been Peace, Joy, Love,  and.Zeal for every Good
Word and -:Work. : |

IT. 1. Butas much as we endeavour’d to watch over
each other, we foon found fome who did not Jiwve tbe

Ggfpe/. . 1 do not know, that any Hypocrites were crept.
ins.
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in; for indeed there was no Temptation. But feveral
grew cold, and gave Way to the Sins which had leng
ealily befet them. We quickly perceiv’d, there were
many ill Confequences of {uffering thefe to remain a-
mong us. It was dangerous to- others; inafmuch as
all Sin i3 of an infettious Nature. It brought fuch a
Scandal omn their Brethren, as expofed them to what
was not properly 'Fhe Reproach of Curisr. It laid

a Stumbling-block. In' the Way of Others, and caufed
the Truth to be evil-fpoken of.

2. We groaned under thefe Inconveniences long, be-
fore a Remedy could be found. The People were
fcattered {o wide in all Parts of the Town, from 77 ap-
ping to Wefiminfler, that I cou’d not eafily fee, what
the Behaviour of each Perfon in his own Neighbour-

hood was. So that f{everal diforderly Walkers did
much Hurt, before I was apprized of it.

3. At Length, while we were thinking of quite another
Thing, we ftruck upon a Method for which we have
Caufe to blefs Gop ever fince. I was talking with fe-
veral of the Society in Briffo/, concerning the Means
of paying the Debts there ; when one ftood up and {aid, .
«“ Let every Member of the Society give a Peuny a
Week ’till all are paid.” Another anfwered, ¢ But
many of them are poor, and cannot afford to do it.”
.¢ Then faid he, Put Eleven of the Pooreft with me,
and if they can give any Thing, well. I will call on
them weekly, and if they can give Nothing, 1 will
give for them as well as for myfelf. And each of
you, call on Eleven of your Neighbours weekly : Re-
ceive what they give, and make up what is wanting.”
It was done. In a While fome of thefe inform’d me,
“ They found, {fuchand fuch an one did not live as he
ought.”” It ftruck me immediately. ¢ 'This 1s theThing:
The very Thing we have wanted {o long.” Icall’d
together all the Leaders of the Clafes, (lo we ufed-to
term them and their Companies) and defired That each
wou’d make a particular Enquiry, into the Behaviour
of thofe whom he faw weekly. They did fo.. Many
diforderly Walkers were deteted. Some turned ﬁ‘fel .

- the -
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the Evil of therr Ways. Same were put-away from
us. Many faw it with Fear, and rejoiced unto Goo
with Reverence. |

4. As foon as poflible the fame Method was ufed in
London and all other Places. Evil Men were dete&ed,
-and reproved. They were borne with for a Seafon,
Xf they forfook their Sins, we receiv’d them gladly:
JIf they abftinately perfifted therein, ‘it was openly de-
clared, That they were -not of us. The reft mourn’d
and pray’d for them, and yet rejoiced, That as far as
in us lay, the Scandal was roll'd away from the
Society.

5. It is the Bufinefs of a Leader.

I. To fee each Perfon in his Clafs, once a Week at
the leaft: In order,
T'o enquire how their Souls profper ?
To advife, reprove, comfort or exhort, as Qcca-
fion may require ;
'T'o receive what they are willing to give, toward

the Relief of the Roor.

II. To. meet the Minifter and the Stewards of the-
Saciety, in order
‘La inform the Minjfter of any that are Sick, orof.
any that are diforderly and will not be re-
proved ;
T'o pay to the Stewards what they have receiv’d of
their feveral Clafles in the Week.preceding.

6. At firft-they vifited each Perfon at his own Houfe:-
But this was foon found not fo .expedient. . And that on
many Accounts. 1. Ittook up more T'ime, than moft of
the Leaders had to {fpare.. 2. Many Perfons lived with
Mafters, Mifireffes or Rejations, who would not {uffer
them to be thus vifited.. 3z.. At the Houfes of thofe who
~were not {o.averfe,. they had often.no’-Opportunity of
Apeaking to them but in Company.. And this did.not at
all- anfwer the End propofed, of exhorting, comforting

Qr reproving. 4. It frequently happen’d,. That one
- afirm’d.
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' aftirm’d what another denied. And this cou'd not be
'~ clear’d, without feeing them both together: 5. Little
Mifunderftandings and Quatrels of various Kinds, fre-
quently arofe- athong Relations or Neighbours: Effec-
tually to remove which it was needful to {ee them all
Face to Face. Upon all thefe Confiderations it was
apgreed, That thofe of each Clafs fliould meet all' toge-
ther. And by this Means, a more full Enquiry was
made, into the Behaviour of every Perfon. Thofe who
cou’d not be vifited at Home, or no otherwife than in
Company, had the fame Advantage with others. Ad-
vice or Reproof was given as need required; Quarrels
made up, Mifunderftandings removed. And after an
Hour or two {pent in this Labour of Love, they con-
cluded with Prayer and Thankfgiving. |

7. It can fcarce be conceiv’'d, what Advantages have
been reap’d from this little Prudential Repulation,
Many now happily experienced that Chriftian Fellow-
fhip, of which they had not fo much as an Idea before.
They began to bcar one another’s Burthens, and natu-
rally to care for cach other. As they had daily a more
mtimate Acquaintance with, {fo they had a more cn-
dear’d Affe€tion for each other. And fpeaking the
Truthin Love, they greaw into Him in all Things, wbich
is the Head, even Cur1sT @ From avhom the avbole Body,
Sthy join'd together, vnd compalted by thatr avhich every
Jaint fupplied, according to the effeliual Working in the
Meafure of cvery Part, increas’d unto the Edifying itfilf

in Love.

8. But notwithftanding all thefe Advantages, many
were at firlt extremely averfe to meeting thus., Sorme,
viewing it in a wrong Point of Light, not as a Privi-
lege (indeed an Invaluable one) but rather a Reffraint, -
difliked it on that Account, Becaufe they did not love
to be reftrain’d in any Thing. Some were afbamed to
fpeak before Company. Others honeftly faid, ¢« I
don't know why; but I don’s like it.”

9. Some objelted, ¢ There were.no fuch Meetings,

when I came into the Society frft, And why ﬂ]?ﬂd
thcre
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there now.? I don’t underfland thefe Things, and this

changing one Thing after another continually.” Tt was
eafily anfwer’d, 'Tis Pity but they had been at ficft.
But we knew not then either the Need or the Benefit
of them. Why we ufe them, You will readily under-
ftand, if you read over the Rules of the Society. That
with Regard to thefe little Prudential- Helps we arc
continually changing one Thing after another, it is not
a Weaknefs or Fault (as you imagine) but a peculiar
Advantage which we enjoy. By this Means we de-
clare them all to be merely Prudential, not Effenual,
not of Divine Inftitution. We prevent fo far as in us
lies, their growing Formal and Dead. We are always
open to Inftruttion ; willing to be wiler every Day
than we were before, and to change whatever we can

<hange for the better.

10. Another Objeltion was, ¢ There 1s no Scripture
for this, for Cla{Tes and I know not what.”” I anfwer,

. ‘T'here 1s no Scripture agaizff it. You cannot thew
One Text which forbids them. 2. There is much
Scripture for it, even all thofe T'exts which enjoin the
Subftance of thofe various Duties, whereof this is only
an indifferent Circuamfitance, to be determined by, Rea-
{fon and Experlence 3. You feem not to have ob-
ferv’d, That the Scripture in moft Points, gwes only
Gf::erm’ Rules: And leaves the Par z‘zcﬂ!.::zr Circum-
ftances to be ad_]u{’ced by the Common Senfe of Man-
kind. The Scripture (for Inftance) gives that General
Rule, Lez g/l Things be done decently and in Order.  But

Common Senfe 15 to determine on Particular Occaﬁ0n=

What Order and Decency require. So, in another In-
ftance, the Scripture lays it down, as a Genera/, fland-
ing Diretion, IFhcther ye Eat or Drink or avbhatforver

ye do, do all to the Gfa?_y of Gop. But itis Common

Prudence which is to make the Application of this, in
a Thoufand Ptg: ticular Cafes.

11. ¢ But thefe, {aid another, are all Max»'s fnven-
tions.”’ ‘This 1s but the fame Objection in another Form.
And the fame Anfwer will fuffice for any Reafonable
Perfon, Thele are Man’s Inventions. And t;vha;

' 1en
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then? That 1s, They are Methods, which Men have
found, by Reafon and Common Senfe, for the more
effe&tually applying feveral Scriptural Rules, couch'd
in General Terms, to particular Occafions.

12. They {poke far more plaufibly than thefe, who
faid, ¢¢ The Thing is well enough in itfelf. But the
Leaders are infufficient for the Work. T'hey have neither
. Gifts nor Grace for {fuch an Employment.” I anfwer,
1. Yet fuch Leaders as they are, it is plain Gop has
blefled their Labour. 2. If any of thefe is remarkably
wanting in Gifts or Grace, he is foon taken Notice of
and removed. 3. If you know any fuch, tell it to -,
not to others, and I will endeavour to exchange him
for a better. 4. It may be hoped, they will all be
better than they are, both by Experience and Obferva-
tion, and by the Advices given them by the Minifter
every Zue/day Night, and the Prayers (then in particu-
lar). ofter’d up for them,

11I. 1. About this Time, I was inform’d, That fe-
veral Perfons in Kingswood, frequently met together at
the School, and (when they cou’d fpare the Time)
ipent the greater Part of the Night, in Praycr and
Praife and Thankfgiving. Some advifed me to put an
End to this: But upon weighing the Thing throughly,.
and comparing it with the Practice of the Antient Chrif-
tians, I could fee no Caufe to forbid it, Rather, I be-
liev’d, it might be made of more General Ufe. So I
fent them Word, ¢ I defign’d to watch with them, on
the Friday nearcit the Full-Moon, that we might have
Light thither and back again.” I gave publick Notice
of this, the Sundzy before, and withall, ThatI intended
to preach: Defiring, They and they only would meet
me there, who could do it without Prejudice to their
Bufinefs or Families. On Friday abundance of People
came. I began Preaching between Eight and Niwe;
and we continued ’till a little beyond the Noon of
Night, Singing, Praying and Praifing Gob.

B 2. 'This
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- 2. 'This we have continued to do once a Month ever
fince, in Brifto/, London and Newcafile as well as Kings-
awood. And exceeding great are the Bleflings we have
found therein : It has generally been an extremely So-
lemn Seafon; when the Word of Gop f{unk deep into
the Heart, even of thofe who ’till then knew Him not.
If it be faid, ¢ This was only owing to the Novelty
of the Thing, (the Circumftance which {till draws {uch
Multitudes together at thofe Seafons) or perhaps to the
awful Silence of the Night,”” I am not careful to an-
{wer in this Matter. Be it fo: However, the Imprefs-
ion then made on many Souls, has never fince been:
effaced: Now allowing, that Gop did make Ulfe ei-
ther of the Novelty or any other indifferent Circum-
ftance, in order to bring Sinners to Repentance, yet
they are brought. And herein let us rejoice together.

3. Nay, May I not put the Cafe farther yet? If I
can probably conjefture, That either by the Novelty
of this Anticsnt Cuftom, or by any other indifferent Cir-
cumftance, it 1s in my Power to Jjawve a Sowl from
Death, and hide a Multitude of Sins: Am I clear be-

{fore Gop if I do it not? If I do not fhatch that Brand
~out of the Burning ?

IV. 1. As the Society increafed, I found it requi.’d
ftill greater Care, to feparate the precious from the vile.
In order to this, I determin’d, at leaft once in three
Months, to talk with every Member myfelf, and to
inquire at their own Mouths, as well as of their Lead-
ers and Neighbours, Whether they grew in Grace and
in the Knowledge of our Lorp Jesus CHrisT ? At
thefe Seafons I likewife particularly enquire, Whether
there be any Mif-underftandings or Differences among

them? That every Hindrance of Peace and brotherly
I.ove, may be taken out of the Way.

2. To each of thofe, of whofe Serioufnefs and Good
Converfation, I found no Reafon to doubt, 1 gave a

Teftimony under my own Hand, by writing their Name
on
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" omn a Ticker prepared for that Purpofe: Every Ticket
implying as firong a Recommendation of the Perfon to
whom it was given, as if I had wrote at length, < I

believe the Bearer hereof to be one that fears Gop and
works Righteoufnefs.”

3. Thofe who bore thefe Tickets (thefe TouCorx or
Teffere, as the Antients term’d them; being of juft the
{fame Force with the Emra?\m? a'urcz.ﬂxm?, Cammwf(/rz!m_'y
Letters mention’d by the Apoftle) where-ever they
came, were acknowledg’d by their Brethren, and re-
ceived with all Chearfulnefs. ‘Thefe were likewife of
Ufe in other Refpets. By thefe it was eafily diftin-
guifhi’d when the Society were to meet a-part, who
were Members of it and who not.  Thefe alfe
fupplied us with a quiet and inoffenfive Method, of
removing any Diforderly Member. e has no New
Ticket, at the Quarterly Vifitation; (for {o often the
Tickets are changed) and hereby it is immediately
known, That he is no longer of this Community.

V. The Thing which I was greatly afraid of all this
Time, and which I refolved to ufe every poffible Me-
thod of preventing, was, A Narrownefs of Spirit, a
Party-Zeal, a being ftraiten’d in our own Bowecls;
That miferable Bigotry, which makes many {o unready
to believe, That there is any Work of Gop but among
themfelves. I thought it might be a Help againft this,
frequently to read, to all who were willing to hear,
The Accounts I receiv’d from "Fime to Time, of
the Work which Gop is carrying on in the Earth,
both in our own and other Countries, not among us
alone, but among thofe of various Opinions and Deno-
minations. For this I allotted One Evening in cvery
Month. And I find no Caufe to repent my Labour.
It is generally a Time of ftrong Coniolation to thofe
who.love Gop, and all Mankind for his Sake: As well
as of breaking down the Partition Walls, which either
the Craft of the Devil, or the Folly of Men has built
up: And. of encouraging every Child of Gobp to fay,.
(O when fhall it once be?) Whofoever doth the Wil of

B & 21y
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my Father avkich is in Heawen, the fame is my Biother
«ud Sifler and Mafbe{‘.

VI. 1. By the Blefling of Gop. upon their Endea-
vours to help one another, many found the Pearl of
great Price. Being juftified by Faith, they had Peace
awith Gop, thro’ our Lorp JEsus CHRrRisT. Thefe
felt a more tender Affetion than before, to thofe who
were Partakers of like precious Faith: And hence arofe-
fuch a Confidence in each other, that they pour’d out
their Souls into each other’s Bofom. Indeed they had
great Need fo to do: For the War was not over, as
they had fuppofed. But they had flill to wreftle both
with Flefh and Blood, and with Principalities and Pow-
ers: So that Temptations were on every Side: And
often Temptations of fuch a Kind, as they knew not
how to fpeak in a Clafs; in which Perfons of every
Sort, young and old, Men and Women, met together.

2. Thefe therefore wanted fome Means of cloferUni-
on: They wanted to pour out of their Hearts' without
Referve; particularly with Regard to the Sin which did
ftill cafily b-fct them, and the Temptations which were
moft apt to prevail over them. And they were the
more defirous of this, when they obferv’d, it was the
Exprefs Advice of an infpired Writer, Confefs your
Faults one to another, and pray one for another that ye
may be bealed.

3. In Compliance with their Defire, I divided them
into fmaller Companies; putting Married or Single
Men, and Married or Single Woomen together. The
chief Rules of thefe Bands, (7.c. Little Companies;
fo that Old Exgli/b Word fignifies) run thus:

In order to confiys our Faults one to another and pray
one for another that we may be healed, we intend,.

¢« 1. Ta meet once a Week, at the lealt;

2., To.
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2. To come punttually at the Hour appointed ;
3. T'o begin with Singing or Prayer;

4. To {fpeak each of us in Order, freely and
plainly, the true State of our Soul, with the
Faults we have committed in Thought, Word
or Deed, and the Temptations we have {cit
fince our lalt Meetng :

5. To defire fome Perfon among us (thence called
a Leader ) to {peak bis own State firft, and then
to afk the reft in order, as many and as {carch-
ing Queftions as may be, concerning thcir
State, Sins and Temptations.”

4. That their Defign in mesting might be the more
effeCtually anfwered, I defired.all the Men-Burds to
meet me together every Wednefday Evening, and the
Women on Sunday; That they might receive fuch Par-
ticular Inftrufions, and fuch Exhortations, as from
Time to Time, might appear to be. moft needful fer
them: That fuch Prayers might be ofer’d up to Gow,
as their Neceflities fhould require: And Praife re-
turn’d to the Giver of every Good Giift, for whatever
Mercies they had receiv’d..

§. In order to-increafe in them a grateful Senfe of
all his Mercies, I defired that One Evening in a Quar-
ter, all the Men; on a Second, all the Women wou’d
meet; and. on a Third, both Men and Women toge-
ther; That we might together 2az Bread (as the An-
tient Chriftians did) «with Gladucfs and Singlenys of
Heart.,. At thefe Lowe-Feajfls ({fo we term’d them, re-
taining the Name,. as well as the Thing, which was 1n
Ufe from the Beginning) our Food is only a little plawma
Cake and Water. But we feldom return from them,
without being fed not only with the Meat awbich penifl-
eth,. but with-that avhich endureth to everlafling Lifc.

B 3 6. Great
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6. Great and many are the Advantages which have.
ever fince flow’d, from this clofer Union of the Be-
lievers with each other. They pray’d for one another,.
That they might be healed of the Faults they had con-
feft: And it was fo. The Chains were broken: The.
Bands were burlt in funder, and Sin had na-more Do-
minion over them. Many were. deltiver’d from the.
‘T'emptations, out of which ’till then they found no-
Way to efcape. 'They were built up in our moft holy
VYaith.. They rejoiced in the Lorp more abundantly.
"They were ftrengthen’d in Love, and more effetually
praovakced. ta abound in every Goad Waork..

+. But it was foon objefted to the Bands (as to the
Claflis before) ¢ Thefe were not at firft. ‘There is no
Scripturce for them. Thefe are Man’s Works, Man’s.
Ruilding, Man’s Invention.* I reply, as before, thefe-
are alfo Prudential. Helps, grounded on Reafon and.
EXxperience, in order.to apply the General Rules given
;i Scripture, according to Particular Circumf{lances.

8. An Objeftion.much more- boldly and. frequently.
urged, is That ¢ all thefe. Bands are mere Popery.”” |
itope, I need not pafs a harder Cenfure on. thofe, (moft
af:-them at leaft} who affirm this, than that they talk
af they know not what, that they betray in themfelves
the moft grofs and.fhameful Ignorance, Do not they
vet know, That the only Popi/h Confeflion is, . the Con-
fefion made by a fingle Perfon to a'Prieft? (And this
itfelf 1s in no wife condemsn’d by our Church; nay,.
fhe recommends it in fome Cafes) whereas that we
pra&tife is, The Confeflion of feveral Perfons.conjointly, .
not to a Prieft, but ta.each other. Confequently, it
has no Analogy at all to Popi/s Confeflion. But the:
'I'ruth is, This is a flale Obje&tion, which many Peo-
ple make againfly any Thing they do not like, Itis.
all Potery aut of Hand.

VII. 1. And yet while moft of thefe who-were:
thus intimately join'd together, went on daily If;rqnﬁ-.
ALl
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Faith to-Faith; {fome fell from the Faith, either allat.:
once, by falhng into Known, Wilful Sin: Or gradually -
and almoft infenfibly,. by giving Way in what they
call’d little Things; by Sins of Omiflion, by yielding to .
Heart Sins, or by not Watching unto -Prayer. 'The
Exhortations and Prayers ufed among the Believers, did .
no longer profit thefe. 'They wanted Advice and In- .
ftructions fulted to -their Cafe: Which as foon as 1 ob-
ferv’d, I {eparated them from the reft, and defired :
them to meet me.a-part on Saturday Evenings.

2. At this Hour; all the E¥ymns, Exhortations and..
Prayers, are adapted to their Circumflances: Being
wholly {uited to thofe, who 4id fee Gop, but have now
loft the Light of his Countenance: And who mourn .
after ¥lim, and. refufe to be comforted, .’till they know .

He has heal’d all their Back{liding. .

3. By applying beth:the Threats- and Promifes of .
Gop, to thefe Real (net Nominaly Peritents, and by
crying to Goo in their Behalf, we endeavour’d to bring
them back to the Great Shepherd and Bifhop of their
Souls: Not by any of the Fopperies of the Roman -
Church, altho® in fome. Meafure countenanced by An-
tiquity, In prefcribing Hair-Shirts and Bodily Aufte-
rites, we durft not follow even the Antient Church: -
Altho’ we had unawares,. both. in dividing o a@igcl:
the Believers from the reit of the Society, and in fe-
parating the Penitents from Them, and appointing a pe- -
culiar Service.for them, .

VIIIL. 1. Many of thefe {oon recovered the Ground :
they had loft. Yea, they rofe the Iligher for their.
Fa]l Being more watchful than ever, and more Meck .
and Lowly, as well-as ftronger in the Faith that work-
eth by Love. They now ouat-ran the greater Part of -
their Brethren, continually walking in the l.ight of -
Gop, and having Fellowthip with the Father, and with .
his Son, Jesus CHrisT..

2..1 faw.
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2. I faw it might be ufeful to give fome Advices to
all thofe, who thus continued in the Light of Gob’s
Countenance, which the reft of their Brethren did not
want, and probably could not receive. So I defired a
fmall Number of {fuch as appear’d to be in this State,
to {pend. an Hour with me every Aonday Morning.
My Defign was,. Not only, to dire&t them, How to
prefs after Perfrétion 3 to exercife their every Grace, and
improve every Talent they had receiv’d; and to incite
them to love one another more, and to watch more
carefully over each other: Butalfoto have a.Selec? Com-
pany, to-whom I might un-bofom myfelf on all Occa-
fions, without Referve: And whom I could propofe to
all their Brethren as a.Pattern of Lave, of Holinefs,
and of all Good Works..

3. They had no Need of being incumber’d with
many Rules : Having the Beft Rule of all in their Hearts.
INo peculiar Diretions were therefore given to Them:
Excepting only thefe Three..

Firft, Let nothing {fpoken in this Society, be fpe-
ken again. (Hereby we had the more full
Confidence 1n each other.)

Secondly,. every. Member agrees,. To.{ubmit to
his Minifter in.all Indifferent ‘Things.

Thirdly, Every Member will bring once a Week,
all he can {pare toward a Common Stock.

4. Every one here has an equal Liberty of fpeaking;
there being none greater or lefs than another. I could
fay freely to thefe, when they were met together, 1%
way all Prophefy onc by cue (taking that Word in it's
lower Senfe) that all may learn and all moy be comforted.
And I often found the Advantage of fuch a free Con-
verfation, and that /7 & Multitude of Counfellors there &8
Safety. Any who is inclined fo to do, is likewife in-
couraged, to pour out his Soul to Gop, And herc ef-

| pecially
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pecially we have found, that the effetual fervent Pray-
er of a righteous Man availeth much.

IX. 1..This is the Plaineft and Cleareft Account I
can give of The People, commonly call’d Metbodif?e.
It remains only, to give you a fhert Account, of thofe

who ferwe their Brethren in Love. 'There are Lcaders

of Clafles and Bands (fpoken of before) A/7ants, Ste-
avards, Vifitors of the Sick, and Sthool-mafiers.

z. In the Third Part of the Appeal, I have men-

tion’d, How we are led to accept of Lav-Afiffants.
Their Office is, in the Abfence of the Minifter,

1. To expound every Morning and Evening:

2. To meet the United Society, the Bands, the
Selet Society, and the Penitents once a Week :

3. To vifit the Clafles (London and Briffol ex-
cepted ) once a Month :

4. To hear and decide all Differences:

5. To put the Diforderly back on Trial, and so
receive on Irial for the Bands or Society :

6. To fee that the Stewards, the ijeaders, and the
School-matfters faithfully difcharge their {eve-

ral Offices :

7. 'To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claffes
weekly, and. the Stewards, and to over.look
their Accounts.

g. I think, he muft be no Fool, who has G:ifzs {uf-
ficient for thefe Things: As neither can he be void of
the Grace of Gop, who is able to obferve the Rules
of an Affitant, which are thefe that follow:

L., Be.
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« 1, Be diligent, Never be unemploy’d a Moment.
Never be triflingly employ’d. Never avhil
away Time. Neither {pend any more Time
at any Place than is ftrictly neceflary.

2. Be Serious. Let your Motto be, Holinefs to

-the Lorp. Avoid all L1ghtnefs, as you wou'd
avoid Hell-fire.

3. Believe Evil of no one. If you /fz¢ it done,
well: Elfe take Heed how you credit it. Put
the beft Conftrution on every Thing. You

know, the Judge is always {fuppofed to be on
the Prifoner’s Side.

4. Speak Evil of no one. Elfe your Word efpe-
cially wou'd eat as doth a Canker. Keep your
Thoughts within your own Breaft, ’till you
come to the Perfon concern’d.

5. T'ell every one what you think wrong in him
and that plainly and as foon as may be. Elfe
1t will fefter in your Heart. Make all Hafte
to caft the Fire out of your Bofom.

6. Do nothing as a Gentleman. You have no
more tQ do with this Charadter than with that

of a Dancing-mafter. You are the Servant of
all. 'Therefore

7. Be afhamed of nothing but Sin; Not of hew-
ing Wood, if Time permit,. or drawing Water.

8. Take no Money of any one. If they give
you Food when you are hungry, or Cloaths
when you need them, it is Good.: But not
Silver or Gold. Let there be no Pretence to
fay, We grow rich by the GofpeL

9. Be Punctual, Do every Thing exatly at the
‘Y1me,
0. A&
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10. At in all Things, not according to your own
| Will, but as a Sox in the Gofpel.”

% 4. In order to try thefle, before we can receive them
i as Affiflants, We enquire,

Firft, Do they know in whom they have believed ?
Have they the Love of Gop in their Hearts? Do
they defire to {eck nothing but Gop? And are
they Holy, in all Manner of Converfation ?

Secondly, Have they Gifzs, as well as Grace, for
the Work? Have they (in {fome tolerable Degree)
a clear, found Underftanding ? Have they a Right
Judgment in the Things of Gop? IHave they a
juft Conception of Salvation by Faith? And
has Gop given them any Degree of Utterance ?

Can they exprefs themfelves juftly, readily,
clearly ?

Thirdly, Have they Suces/s? Do they not only fo
fpeak (where Trial was made) as to convince and
aftect the Hearers? But have any received Re-
miflion of Sins by their Means? A clear and laft-
ing Senfe of the Love of Gop ¢

5. Thofe in whom thefe Three Marks undeniably
concur, we gladly receive to afiift us in the Work.
And thefe we advife, 1. Always to rife at Four. z.
From Four to Five in the Morning, and from Five to
Six in the Evening, partly to ufe Meditation and Pri-
vate Prayer; partly tae read the Scripture; partly fome
cofe Praétical Book of Divinity : Such as, The Life
of Gop m the Soul of Man, The Chriftian Pattern,
Bithop Bewerege's Private Thoughts, Mr. Laaw’s Praét-
ical Works, Dr. Heylin’s Devotional Traéts, The Life
of Mr. Halyburtorr and -of Mr. dv Renty. 3. From Six
in the Morning till Twelve, to read, in order, flowly,
and with much Prayer, Bp. Pearfon on the Creed, Bp.

Fell
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Fel/l on the Epiftles, Mr. Boebm’s and Mr. Nalfon's

Sermons, Mr. Pafcal’s ‘Thoughts, Cave’s and Fleury's

Primitive Chnftianity, .and Lcbard®s Ecclefiaftical
Yiftory.

And we believe they who thro’ly digeft only thefe
few Books, will tzoav enough to fave both their own
Souls and thofe that hear them.

X. 1. But long before this, I felt the Weight ef
¢ far diflerent Care, namely, Care of Temporal

Things. 'T'he Quarterly Subfcriptions amounted, ata
mean Computation, to above Yhreee Hundred Pounds a
Year. ‘This was to be laid out, partly in Repairs,
partly in other neceflary Expences, and partly in pay-
mg Debts. The Weekly Contributions fell little thort
of EigZt Pounds a Week; which was to be diftributed
as every one had Need. And I was expefted to take
‘fhouglit for all thefe Things : But it was a Burthen I
vt rot able to bear. So 1 chofe out firft, One, then
Four, and after a 'Time, Secwven as Prudent Men as I
knew, and defired them to take the Charge of thefe

Things upon themf{elves, that 1 might have no Incum-
brance of this Kind.

2. The Bufinels of thefe Steavards is
T'o manage the Temporal Things of the Society;
"T'o receive the Subfcriptions and Contributions;
To expend what is needful from Time to Time;
"T'o fend Relief to the Poor ;

To keep an exalt Account of all Receipts and Ex-
pences ;

To inform the Miuifter if any of the Rules of the
Society are not puncttually obferv’d;

To
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To tell the Afiffants 1n Love, if they think any
Thing amifs,. either in their Doélrine or Life.

3. The Rules of the Stewards are,

1. Be Frugal. Save every Thing that can be {aved
honeitly.

2. Spend no more than you receive.  Contra&t no
Debts. *

3. Have no long Accounts. Pay cvery Thing
within the Weelk.

4. Give none that afks Relief either an ill Word,
or an 1ill L.oolkk. Do not hurt them, if vou
cannot help.

I p—— ey T R R SN L e e S w e R by

5. Expelt no Thanlis from Man.

4. T'hey met together at Six every 7hw/Z.y Morn-
mg : Confulted on the Bufinefs which came before
them : Sent Relief to the Sick, as every one had
Need, and gave the Remainder of what had been con-
iributed each Weelr, to thofe who apjpear’d to be in
the moft prefling Want. So that all was concluded
within the Week; what wae brought on Tzejder being
conftantly expended on Fhxr/dey. I foon had the
Pleafure to find, that all thele "Lemporal ‘Things, were
donc with the utmoil Faithfulnefs and Exadinefs.  So
that my Carcs of this Kind were at an End. I had
only to revife the Accounts, to tell them, if | thought
my Thing might be amended, and to confult how
Deficiencies might be fupplicd fioin Time to Time.
For thefe were frequent and large (fo far were we from
Abundance) the Income by no Mcan: anfwering the Fx-
Pences.  But that we might not faint, fomectimes we
had Unforefeen Helps, in Tiumes of the Greatelt Per-

C plexity.
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lexity. At other Times we borrowed, larger or fmal-
fer Sums. Of which the greateft Part has fince been
repaid. But I owe fome Hundred Pounds to this Day.
So much have I ga/»’d by Preaching the Gofpel!

XI. 1. But it was not long before the Stewards
found a great Difficulty, with Regard to the Sick.
Some were ready to perifh, before they knew of their
Illnefs. And when they did know, it was not in their

Power, (being Perfons generally employ’d in Trade)
to vifit them fo often as they defired.

2. When I was apprized of this, 1 laid the Cafe at
large before the whole Society: Shew’d, How im-
poflible 1t was, for the Stewards to attend all that were
fick in all Parts of the Town: Defired the Leaders of
Claflis wou'd more carefully inquire, and more con-
ftantly inform them, Who were fick; and afk’d,

«« Who among you is willing as well as able, to fup-
P!y their Lack of Service?” _

3. The next Morning, many willingly offer’d them-
felves. I chofe Six and Forty of them, whom- I judg'd
to be of the molt tender, loving Spirit: Divided the

Town into Twenty-three Parts, and defired T'wo of
them to vifit the Sick in each Divifion.

4. It 1s the Bufinefs of a Vi/itor of the Sick,

To {ce every fick Perfon within his Diftri&t thrice
a Week;

'T'o enquire into the State of their Souls, and ad-
vifc them, as Occafion may require;

"I'o enquirg into their Diforders, and procure Ad-
vice for them;

To relieve them, 1if tley are in Want;

'To
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To do any Thing for them, which he (or fhe
can do;

To bring in his Accounts weekly to the Stewards.

Upon Refleétion, I faw, How exaftly in this alfo,
we had copied after the Primitive Church. What
were the Antient Deacons? What was P be the Dea-
conefs, but {fuch a Vifiror of the Sick?

5. I did not think it needful to give them any Par
tcular Rules, befide thofe that follow:

1. Be plain and open in dealing with Souls;
2.. Be mild, tender, patient;
3. Be cleanly in 2ll you do for thc Sick ;

4. Be not nice.

6. We have ever fince had great Reafon to praife
Gobp, for his continued Blefling on this Undertaking.
Many Lives have been faved: Many Sicknefles heal’d,
Much Pain and Want prevented or removed. Many
heavy Hearts have been made glad; many Mourners
comforted. And the Fifitors have found from Him

whom they ferve, a prefent Reward for all their
Labour.

XII. 1. But I was ftill. in Pain for many of the
Poor that were fick: There was {fo great Expence, and
{o little Profit. And firft, I refolv’d to try, Whether
they might not reccive more Benefit in the Hofpitals.
Upon -the Trial, we found, there was indeed lefs Ex-
pence: But no more Good done than before. 1 then
afk’d the Advice of feveral Phyficians for them: But
ftill ic profited not, I faw the poor People pining

C 2 away,
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away, and feveral IFamilies ruin’d, and that without
Remedy.’

. At length 1 thought of a kind of defperate Expe.
dlent «« I will prepare, and give them Phyfick my.
felf” For Six ov Sewen and Taventy Years, 1 had
made Anatomy and Phyfick the Diverfion of my lei-
jure Hours: 't'ho’ 1 never properly ftudied them, un-
lefs for a few Months, when I was going into America,
where I imagined I miglit be of fome Service to thofe,
who had no Regular Phyfician among them. 1applied
to it again. I took in to my Affiftance an Apothecary,
and an experienced Surgeon: Refolving, at the fame
T'ime, not to ga out of my Depth; but to leave all

Diflicult and Complicated Lafeb, to fuch Phyficians as
te Patients fhould'chule

3. T gave Notice of this to the Society : Telling them,
that all who were il of Chronical Diftempers (for I did
not carc to venture upon Acute ) might, if they pleas’d,
come to me at fuch a Time: And I would give them
the belt Advice I could, and the beft Medicines I had.

4. Many camec: (And {o every Friday fince.) Among
the Reft was one William Kirkman, a Weawver, ncar
Qld-Niclol-Street. Yaflk’d him, ¢ What Complamt have
You?* + QO Sir, faid he, a Cough, a very fore Cough.
I can get no Reft Day nor Night.” I afk’d, ¢ How
long have you had 1t?"" He replied, ¢<¢ About 4 brecfcore
Years: It began when I was Elewver Years old.” 1
was nothing g¢lad, that this Man fhould come firft:
fearing our not curing Him, might difcourage others.
Howcver I look’d up to Gop and faid, ¢ Take this
three or fewr ‘Times a Day.  If it does you no Good,
1t will do you no Harm, ¢ He took it rawo or three

Days. is Cough was cured: And has not returned
to- this Day. »

5. Now let Candid Men judge, Does Humility re-
qu're me to deny a notorious Fact? If not, Which is
arity? 'To {ay, { by my own Skill, reﬁored this Man
Lo
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to Health? Or to fay, Gop did it by his Own Almighty
Power? By what Figure of Speech this is call’d,; Boa/?-
ing, I know not. Butl will put no Name on fuch a
Faét as this. I leavethat to the Revd. Dr. Midd/cton.

6. In five Months, Medicines were occafionally g1-
ven, to above I'ive Hundred Perfons, feveral of thefe
I never {aw before; for I did not regard, Whether
they were of the Society or not. In that Time Se-
venty-one of thefe, reguliurly taking their Medicines,
and following the Regimen prefcribed (which Three in
Four wou’d not do) were entirely cured, of Diltempers
long thought to be incurable. 'I'he whole Expence of
Medicines during this Time, was (nearly) Forty Pounds.
We continued this ever fince, and by the Blefling of
Gop, with more and more Succefs.

XIII. 1. But I had for fome Years obferv’'d many
who altho’ not fick, were not able to provide for them-
felves, and had none who took Care to provide for
them: Thefe were chicfly, Feeble, aged Widows. [
confulted with the Sreavards, How they might be re-
liev’d? They all agreed, It we could keep them in
onne Houfe, it wou’'d not only be far lefs Expeniive tor
us, but alfo far more Comfortable for them. Indeed
we had no Money to begin., But we believed lle
wouw'd provide, «vbo defindeth the Canfe of the Widew.
So we took a Leafe of Two little Houfes near: We
fitted them up, fo as to be warm and clean.  We took
m as many Widows as we had Room for, and pro-
vided them with Things needful for the Body: To-
ward the Expence of wliich 1 fet afide, Firft, The
Weekly Contributions of the Baxds, and then All that
15 colle€ted at the Lord’s Supper. It 1s true this does
not {futhce: So- that we are il confiderably in Debt,
an this Account alfo. But we arc perfuaded, it will
not always be fo: Seeing t4he Earth is the Loru’s und
_ #be Fulpefs thereof.

C 3 | z. In
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2. In this (commonly called The Poor - Houfe ) we
have now Nize Widows, One Blind-Woman, Tavo
Poor Children, Twveo Upper Servants, a Maid and a
Man. I might add Four or Fiwe Preachers, For I
myielf, as well as the other Preachers who were m
‘Town, Diet with the Poor, on the fame Food and at
the fame Table. And we rejoice herein as a Comfor-
table Earneft, of our cating Bread together in our la-
ther's Kingdom..

3. I have bleft Gop for this Houfe, ever fince 1t
began: But lately much more than ever. I honour
thefe Widows; for they are Widoaws indeed. So that
it 15 not in vain, that without any Defign of f{o doing,
we have copied after Another of the Inftitutions of the
Apoftolic Age. I can now fay to all the World,
““ Come, and {ce, How thefe Chriftians love one ano-
ther!”

XIV. 1. Another Thing, which had given me fre-
quent Concern, was the Cafe of abundance of Chil-
dren. Some their Parents could not aflord to put to
School. So they remain’d like a2 wild Afs’s Cole.  O-
thers were fent to School, and learn’d ar teaft, to read
and write : But they learnt all Kind of Vice at the
fame Time: So that it had been better for them to
have been withous wneir Knowledgle, than to have
bought 1t at {o dear a Price.

2. At length I determined, To have them taught in
iy awn Houfe; That they might have an Opportu-
nity of learning to read, write and caft Accompts (if.
no more) without being under almoft a Neceflity, of
learning Heathenifm at the fame Time. And after
{feveral unfuccefsful JI'rials, I found T'wo fuch School-
Mafters as 1 wanted : Men of Honefty, and of fufhici-

"ent Knowledge ; who had Talents for, and their Hearts-

’

in the Work..
3. They
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g. They have now under their Care, near Simty-
Children : The Parents of fome pay for their School-
ing, but the greater Part, being very poor, do not;
fo that the Expence is chiefly defray’d by Voluntary
Contributions. We have of late cloathed them too, as

many as wanted. ‘T'’he Rules of the School are thefe
that follow :

Firft, No Child. 1s admitted. under Six Years of -
Age:.

—Secandly, All" the - Children- to be prefent at the
Morning Sermon :

Thirdly, They are at School from Six to Twelve, .
and from One to Five:

Fourthly, They have no Play-Days :

Fifthly, No Child is to fpeak in School, but to the-
Matfters :

Suxthly, The Child who miffes Two Days in One -
Week, without Leave, is excluded the School.

4. We appointed Two Stewards for the School alfo.

'The Bufinefs of thefe 1s,

To receive the School Sublcriptions, and expend .
what is needful :

To. talk with each of the Maflers weekly :

To pray with and exhort the Children twice a
Wecek :

To enquire diligently, Whether they grow in Grace
and in Learning, and whether the Rules are.puntt-
ually obferved:

“ Every
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Every Tucfdey Morning, in Conjun&tion with the
Mafters, to exclude thofe Children that do not
obferve the faid Rules:

Every Wedrefday Morning to meet with, and exhort

their Parents, 1’0 train them up at Home- in the
Ways of Gop.

5. An happy Change was {foon obferv’d in-the €hil-
dren, both with Regard to their Tempers and Behavi-
our. They learnt Reading, Writing and Arithmetick
{wiftly ; Atthe fame Time they were diligently mftruct-
ed, in the {found Principles of Religion, and earnecitly
exhorted to fear Gop and work out their own Salva-
tion.

XV. 1. A Year or two ago, I obferv’d among many
a Diftrefs of another kind. They frequently wanted,
perhaps in order to carry on their Buftnefs, a prefent
Supply of Money. They {crupled to make Ufe of 2
Pazvn-Broker: But where to borrow 1t they krew not.
I refolved to try if we could not find a Remedy for this
alfo. I went (in a few Days) from one End of the
Town to the other; And exhorted thofe who had this
World’s Goods, to affilt their needy Brethren. ZFifty
Pounds were contributed. 'This was iminediatel¥ lodg-
ed in the Hands of Tavs Stewards: Who attended every
Tucfday Morning, 1n order to lend to thofe who wanted,
any fmall Sum, not exceeding Taventy Shillings, to be
repaid within tbree Months.

- 2, It is almoft incredible, but it manifeftly appears
from their Accolints, that with this inconfiderable Sum
Tave Hundred and Fifty have been aflifted, within the
Space of One Year. Will not Gop put it into the
Heart of fome Lover of Mankind, to increafe thiSs litir:

tOCKk &
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Stock ? If this is not Lendiug unto #he Lorp, what is ?
O confer not with Flefh and Blood, but immediately, .

<« Join Hands with Gop, to make 2 poor Man live.””

3. Ithink, Sir, now You know all, that I know of
this People. You fee the Nature, Occafion and De-
fign, of whatever is praltifed among them. And I -
truft, You may be pretty well able to anfwer any
Queftinns, which may be afk’d concerning them: Par-

ticularly. by thofe, who inquire concerning my Revenue,
and What I do with it all ?

4. Some have fuppofed, This was no greater than
that of the Bithop of "Londsn. But others computed,
That I receiv’d Eight Hurndred a Year from York/bire
only. Now if {o, it cannot be {o little as Tezn Thonfand
Pounds, which 1 receive out of all England!

5. Accordingly a Gentleman in Cornaval/ (the Rec-
tor of R )} extends the Calculation pretty confide-
rably. ¢ Let me fee, faid he: Tawo Millions of Metho~
difts: And each of thefe paying Tawo-pence a Week.”
1t fo I muft have Eight Hundred and Siaty Six Thoufand
Pounds (with fome odd §4:i//ings and Pexce ) a Year.

6. A Tolerable Competency! But be it more or
lefs, ’tis nothing at all to me. All that is contributed
or collefted in every Place, is both received and ex-
pended by Others: Nor have ¥ {fo much as 2h¢ Behold-
ing thereof avith my Eyes. And fo it will be, ’till I
turn Yur£ or Pagar. For I look upon all this Re-
venue, be 1t what it may, as Sacred to Gop and the
Poor: (Out of which, if I want any Thing, I am
rcliev’d, even as another poor Man.) So were eri-
ginally all Ecclefiaftical Revenues (as every Man of
Learning knows) And the Bifhops and Priefts «fed

them only, as fuch. 1If any ufe them otherwife now,
Gop help them!

7. 1 doubt



{ 34 1

7. L.doubt not, buf if I err in this, or -any other
Point, . You will pray Gop to fhew me his Truth,
‘To bawe a Confcience woid of Qffence torward Gon.
‘and oward.Man, is the Defire. of,.

Rerwerend and Dear'S1r,

Your affeitionate Brother and Serwant,,

JOHN WESLEY,

F I N I 8.
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