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A SHORT
H I STOTRY
OF

METHODIS M

. ¥ T is not'ealy to reckon up the various

E Accounts which have been given of
the People called Aetbodifts : Very many of
them as far remote from Truth, as that gi-
ven by the good Gentleman in Jreland.
¢ Methodifts ! Ay, they are the People, who

¢ place all Religion in wearing long Beards.””

. Abundance of the Miftakes which are
current concerning them, have undoubtedly
fplung from this: Men lump together under
this general Name many who have no man-
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net of Connexion with each other : And
then whatever any of thefe fpeaks or does, is

of courfe imputed to all.

2. The following fhort Account may
prevent Perfons of a calm and candid Difpo-
fition from doing this: Although Men ef a
warm or prejudiced Spirit will do juft as they
did before. But let it be obferved, this is
not defigned for a Defence of the Methodifts
({o called) or any Part of them. It is a bare
Relarion of a Series of naked Facéts, which
alone may remove Abundance of Mifunder-

Yandd
Landmgs.

In Nowember 1729, four young Gentlemen
of Oxford, Mr. Fohn Wefley, Fellow of Liu-
coln College, Mr. Charles P efley, Student of
Civiftchburch, Mr. Morgan,Commenerof Chrift-
(Lureh, and Mr. Kirkbam, of Merton College,
began to fpend fome Kwvenings in a Week
together, 1 reading, chiefiy the Greek Tefta-
sent.  The next Year, two or three of Mr.
Yobn Wefley’s Pupils defired the Liberty of
recting with them : And afterwards one of
Mur. Clarles FEofley’s Pupils. Tt was in 1732
that M. Juglam, of Queen’s College, and
My, Liroenghien, of [Lxeter, were added to ther
Number. Vo thele, 1 April, was jotned Mr,
dloveen, of Biaces-nofey, with two or three
a0 oais Pupils. About the fame time My
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Fames Hervey was permitted to meet with
them, and i 1535 Mr. Bhirefield.

5. The exa& Regularity of their Lives,
as' well as Studies, occafioned a young Gen-
tleman of Chrifichurch to {ay, ¢ Here 1s a
‘“ new Set of Methodifts {fprung up :* Alluding
to fome antient Phyficians who were {o called.
The Name was new and quaint : So 1t took *
immediately, and the Metbedifis were known
all-over the Univerfity.

6. They were all zealous Members of the
Shurch of Awugland, not only tenacious of all
her Doétrines, fo far as they knew them,
but of all her Difcipline, to the minuteft
Circumnftance. They were likewife zealous
OCbfervers of all the Univerfity-Statutes, and
that for Confcience Sake. DBut they obierved
neither thefe nor any Thing elfe any further
then they conceived it was bound upon them
by their one Book, The Bible ; it being their
one Defire and Defign to be downright Bidk
Chriftians : Taking the Bible, as interpreted
by the primitive Church and our own, for
their whole and fole Rule.

7. . The one Charge then advanced agamft
them was, "I'hat they were righteous overinuch 5
that they were abundantly too {crupulous, and
too {tnict, carryimng Thingsto great xtienis.

A 3 b 12



Lt 6]

In particular, that they laid too ‘much Stref&,
" upon the Rubrics and C&nons of the Church’;

- that they infifted too much on obferving the
. Statutes of the Umve:fty and that they
took the Scriptures in too {‘tu&: and. literal 4
Senfe : So thatit they were r1ght Jfew mdeed
‘would be faved.

8. In Oftober 1735, Mr. Fobn and Charles
Wefley, and Mr. Inghans, lett England, with
a Defign to go and preach to the fndians in
Geargm But the reft of the Gentlemen con-
tinued to meet, till one and another was or-
dained and left the Univerfity. By which
Means, in about two Years Time, fcarceany
of them were left.

9. In February 1738, Mr. Whitefield went
over to Georgia, with a Defign to aflift M.
Fobn Wefley s but Mr. Wefley jult then re-
turned to FEwngland. Soon aﬁ:er he had a
I‘/Ieetmg with Mefl. Inghan, Stonboufe, Hall,
Flutchings, Kinchin, and a few other Clu gy~
smen, who all 'zppeatc,d to be of one Heart,
as well as of onc judgment, refolved to ba
Bible-Chriftians at all Events, and, wherever
.they were, to preach with all thcu‘ Might,
plmn, old BlblL—ChlIﬁl’lnlty‘

10, Thcy were hitherto perfetly regular

in all Thmgs, and zcaloufly attached to the
Church
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C;bzfrcb of England Meantime they  began
to bé convinced, that &y Grace . we are faved.
¢brough Faith 3 that Juftification by  Faith.
was’ the Doérine of the Church, as well as
of the Bible. As {foon as they éelieved, they
fpake - Salvation by - Faith being ‘now theis.
ftanding Topic. . Indeed this implied three
Things, 1. That Men are all by Nature dead
zn Sin, and confequently Cbzldrmqf Wrath.
2. That they are juffified by Faith alone.
3. That Faith produces inward and outward
Holinefs. And thefe Points they infifted on,
Day and Night. Ina fhort Time, they be-
came popular Preachers. The Congrega-
tions were large wherever they preached.
The former Name was then revived. And
all thefe Gentlemen, with their Followers,

were intitled Methodifts.

11. In March 1741, Mr. Whitefield bemg
returned to Lugland, entirely {eparated from
Myr. Wefley and his Friends, ¢ Becaufe he
¢« did not hold the Decrees.” Here was the
firlt Breach, which warm Men - perfuaded
Mr. Whitefield to make, merely for a Dif-
fcrence of Opmion. “Ihofe indeed who be-
lieved Univerfal Redemption, had no Defire at
all to. {feparate. But thofe who held parsi-
crlar Redemption, would not hear of any Ac-
commodation, being determined to-have no
Yellowfhip .with Men that ¢¢ were in fo dan-

- - ¢ perous



¢ gerous’ Errors.” - So -there were now. two

Sorts of-Meﬁbadi/}s; {o called ;5 thofe for Par-;
“Zicnlar, and thofe for. General, Redemption.

12. Not many Years paffed, before 27%/-
liam: Gudworth . and . Fames Relly- {éparated
from Mr. . Whitefield. . Thele were properly
ntinomians, ablolute, r avowed FEnemies to
the L.aw of GOD, which. they. never preached
or profefled to preach, but termed 2ll Legal-
7ffs who.did. With them, preaching the Law
was an Abomination. 'They had nothing to do
with the L.aw. They would preach Chriff, as
they called it. but without one word eitherof
Holinels or good Works., Yet thefe were {111l
denominated Adethodifts, although differing
from Mr. FWbitefield, both in Judgment and
Practice, abundantly more than Mr. fobztszﬁid

did from Mr. Wefey

13. In the mean time, Mr., Penn and Mr.
Romaine began to be {poken of : And not
fong after, Mr. Madar and Mr. Berridee,
with a few other Clergymen, who, although
they had no Connexion with each other, yet
preaching Salvation by Faith, and endeavour -
ing to live accordingly, to be Bible-Chriftians,
were {foon included in the general Name of
Methodifts; And {oindeed were all others
who preached Safvation ly Faith, and ap-
pearcd more ferions than their Neighbours.

Some
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Some of thefe were quite #egular in their
Manner of Preaching: Some were quite.z7-
regular (though not by Choice; but Necef-
fity was laid upon them ; they muit preach
irregularly, or not at all_) And others were-
between both ; regular in wof2,. though notin
@/l Particulars. |

14, In 1762, George Bell, and a few other
Perions, began to fpeak great Words. In
the latter End of the Year, they foretold,

that the World would be at an End on the
28th of February, Mr. IWefley, with whom
they were then connefted, withftood them
both in public and private. This they would -
not endure: So, in TFanuary and February
14763, they {eparated from him. Soon after
Mr. Maxfield, one of Mr. Wefley’s Preachers
and {everal of the People left Mr. #¢fley :

But ftill Mr. Maxfield, and his Adherents,
go under the general Name of Meethodifts,

15. At prefent, thofe who remain with
Nir. IZefley, are mofily Church ot England
Men. Theylove her Articles, her Homilies,
her Lituvyy, her Difcipline, and unwillingly
vary from it in any Inftance. Meantime, all
who 'preach among them declare, 7% are
all by Nature Glildien of Wrath, But by Grace

we
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we are faved.through Faith : Saved both from
the Guilt and from the Power of Sin. They
endeavour to /Jive according to what they

.- preach, to be plain, Bible-Chriftians. And

they meet together at convenient Times, to.

encourage one another therein. They ten-
derly love many that are Calvinifts, though
they do not love their Opinions, Yes, they
love the Awniinomians themiclves 3 but it is
with a Love of Compafiion only. For thev
hate their Dodtrines with a perfe& Fatred ;
they abhor them as they do Hell-fire:
Eeing convinced nothing can fo effectually
delroy all Faith, all Holirefs, and a'l gocd
Works.

16. With regard to thefe, Mr. Relly anl

his- Adherents, 1t would not. be ftrange, if

they fhould grow into Reputation. For they
will never fhock the. World, either by the
Harfthnefs of their Dodtrine, cr.the Singula-
rity of their Behavour. But let thofe who
determine both to preach and to live the
Gofpel, expeét that Men will jay all inanier
of Evil of them. The Scrvant is pot above
bis Mafter, nor the Difciple abot., his Lord.
If then they bave called the Mufter of the Houfe
Beelzebub, bow miuch more them of his Houfe-
bold 2 1t 1s their Duty indecd, as wmuch as
lieth in them, to live peaceably with all Men.
But when they labour after Pceace, the World

will
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will make thesfelves ready for Battle. Tt is

-their conftant Endeavour, to pleafe all Men,

for their Good, to Edification. But yet they

know, it cannot be done: They remember
the Word of the Apoftle, If I yet pleafe
Aleny, I am not the Servant of Chriff. They
co on theretore, 2hrough Honour and .Diffro-
sonry thirough evil Report and good Report

Defiring only, that their Malter may fay 1
“hat Day, ¢ Servants of GOD, well done.”

}7 Z— ‘.{?\7‘ ] . S.
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